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Introducing . . .            February 
LAYERS OF MEANING: HEBREW PARALLELISM  
Psalm 18 is a good example of 
parallelism in Hebrew poetry, where 
the themes explored are amplified by 
similar or contrasting thoughts, rather 
than by the use of rhyme. 

For instance, in verses 4 & 5, the 
initial statement, ‘the cords of death 
compassed me’, is explained and 
elaborated in the next three lines:  

§ ‘the floods of ungodliness made me 
afraid’  

§ ‘The cords of Sheol were round 
about me’  

§ ‘the snares of death came on me.’ 

Each new thought deepens our 
understanding of David's experience. 
Notice how he repeats the word 
cords. In David’s mind, the cords of 
death are synonymous with the cords 
of Sheol, the abode of the dead. He is 
hemmed in by the enemy. There is no 
escape. He is staring death in the face. 

Verse 6 records David’s reaction 
and the result. The initial statement, 
‘In my distress I called upon the 
LORD’ is reinforced by: ‘and cried 
unto my God’. He calls on the LORD; 
he cries out to the Supreme, Almighty 
ruler of heaven and earth. He calls 
him my God, claiming Him as his 
own. He then notes with double 
emphasis, ‘he heard my voice ... and 
my cry before him came into his ears’. 
But the place where the LORD hears 
– ‘his temple’ - is so significant to 

David, he puts it in the centre of those 
two thoughts. 

David’s distress call did not vanish 
into the nothingness of empty space. It 
did not fall on deaf ears. No, it 
reached the inner sanctum of God’s 
dwelling place above, where His ears 
are always open to hear and respond 
to the prayers of His saints. In striking 
contrast, when the enemies of God 
cried to God, ‘he answered them not’ 
(v. 41). ‘This is the heritage of the 
servants of the LORD, and their 
righteousness which is of me, saith the 
LORD.’ (Is. 54:17). 

Verses 43-45 use the same poetic 
idioms to reveal the end result of 
God's help. They also have a dual 
fulfilment. Firstly, in the life of David, 
who was taken from the sheepfolds to 
sit on the throne of Israel. Secondly, 
these verses anticipate the investiture 
of David as prince over the redeemed 
nation of Israel, in the day when 
David’s son and David’s Lord will rule 
this world for a thousand years. Isaiah 
and Ezekiel also pointed forward to 
that day: ‘a king shall reign in 
righteousness, and princes shall rule in 
judgement’ (Is. 32.1); ‘David my 
servant shall be their prince for ever’ 
(Ezek. 37:25). With other faithful 
saints, David will share in the 
government of the Lord's millennial 
kingdom on earth (1 Cor. 6:2). 

J.J. 



 
15 

 

From Study Groups . . . 
PSALM 18: ‘...THIS SONG IN THE DAY THAT THE LORD 
DELIVERED HIM FROM THE HAND OF ALL HIS 
ENEMIES, AND FROM THE HAND OF SAUL.’ (1Samuel 
21) 
From Aberdeen: The descriptive preamble to Psalm 18 includes deliverance from 
the hand of Saul and also deliverance from the hand of all David’s enemies. This 
suggests the Psalm was written towards the end of David’s life. Indeed, the 
placement of the Psalm in the latter part of 2 Samuel would agree with this. 

King David experienced God as his rock and as the ‘God who girds me with 
strength And makes my way blameless’ (Ps. 18:32 NASB). He knew God’s 
enabling in the challenges that confronted him. ‘He trains my hands for battle’ (v. 
34 NASB). David was in no doubt that his success on the battlefield came from 
God. Being shielded and upheld with the supply of God’s strength David was 
enabled to pursue his enemies and not turn back until they were consumed (v.37). 
David acknowledges that God girded him with strength for the battle (v.39). 

What was true of king David being placed as head of the nations (v. 43) will in 
a coming day also be fulfilled in Christ when He comes to reign over all the world. 

In David, God found a man who will do all My will (Acts 13:22). The 
blamelessness of David was but a foreshadowing of Christ. And the blamelessness 
of David, in God’s sight, was but a reflection of the blamelessness of God Himself 
and therefore David acknowledges: 

‘As for God His way is blameless’ (Ps. 18:30 NASB). [Comment 1] 
James Johnson 

 
From Aberkenfig: The psalm opens with a note of praise unto the Lord. It comes 
from David who in the heading describes himself as the servant of the Lord rather 
than the king. It was praise and adoration to God. We don’t know the order in 
which the psalms of David were composed apart from the headings to each of the 
psalms. Thus it would appear that this psalm was written before he was king. This 
means that the heinous crimes of adultery which he committed with Bathsheba 
and the consequent murder of Uriah had not taken place. Commentators are in 
fact divided on this point: some saying that David was reflecting on his life thus 
far, others making the opposite. Yet this psalm is recorded in 2 Samuel 22 after 
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David’s confession and repentance in Psalm 51. What a record his life would have 
been, had he not allowed Satan and the flesh to have full advantage [Comment 2]. 

However, after this note of praise, he goes on in verses 4-6 to expand why this 
praise was due to the Lord in His deliverance from the stranglehold of sin. Yet 
throughout these verses we are aware of the Messianic application to the Lord’s 
suffering on the cross. Indeed, David’s experience was absolutely negligible in 
comparison to the depths to which the Saviour sank. We can only imagine what 
the cords of death encompassing David, or the sorrows of Sheol surrounding him, 
were like. Human minds may understand to some little extent the phenomena of 
the physical signs, the darkening of the noonday sun, the earthquake, and the 
opening of tombs, but not the power of God unleashed against the powers of 
darkness. In his distress and fear David calls unto God. He was delivered, but not 
so for the Man of Calvary, who cried out ‘why hast Thou forsaken Me’? 

In verses 7-15 the psalmist tells of the power and anger of the Lord, and from 
verse 16 he shows how merciful the Lord was to him. Does this not show just how 
much value God puts upon repentance of the sinner? And yet it shows how God 
intervened, as John Miller says, on behalf of His Son in the day of His calamity … 
(B.S. 1964 p.144); ‘It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, because 
His compassions they fail not’ (Lam. 3:22 RV). Prophetically verses16-19 are the 
answer to the cry of the Messiah in Psalm 69, but David was rescued from his 
enemies in verse 16. We too have been rescued from our great spiritual adversary, 
the strong enemy, who is much too strong for poor weak creatures like ourselves. 
David could speak about a large place, a contrast from the confinement he had 
endured when hunted by Saul. Why the Lord should delight in us is an 
unanswerable question. It is only by His grace, a mystery that even angels cannot 
solve. How thankful we should be that He delights in us! 

David’s early troubles emanated from the wicked malice of envious Saul. The 
charges brought against David were a result of the jealous nature of Saul; but once 
David was king, Satan used more intense efforts to make him sin. Truly David’s life 
would have been exemplary had not Satan been able to take full advantage, as we 
have recorded in 1 Kings 15:5 ‘David did that which was right in the eyes of the 
Lord, and turned not aside from any thing that He commanded him all the days of 
his life, save only in the matter of Uriah the Hittite’. Here we can see true 
repentance because David could say it was ‘according to His righteousness: 
according to the cleanness of my hands hath He recompensed me’. Almost exactly 
the same wording is used in verses 20 and 24. 

We can see, certainly in the section from verses 18-26 shining through, the 
uprightness and integrity of the Lord being foretold by David. Whilst David himself 
was not being boastful he trusted the Lord ‘who was his stay’ (v. 18), and Psalm 
119:6 would seem to sum up his feelings, ‘then shall I not be ashamed, when I 
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have respect unto all Thy commandments’. The Lord Himself could challenge His 
enemies in John 8:46 ‘which of you convicteth Me of sin?’ 

The words of verse 18 are echoed in Psalm 45:7 ‘Thou lovest righteousness 
and hatest iniquity … above Thy fellows’ and are the Spirit’s confirmation. We can 
link in with this the prophetic words of Psalm 40:6-10. Simply, the Lord delighted 
to do God’s will. What a reassurance we have from the words of verses 30-31 
referring back to the mercy, purity and perfection of the Lord whilst showing His 
uprightness to sin (vv. 25-26). Well the psalmist could write in these verses that 
God is a shield and a rock, then adds a rhetorical question: ‘who is … beside our 
God?’ The answer is obvious!              Bill Paterson 
 
From Buckhaven: Psalm 18 is David’s song of thanksgiving for God’s care towards 
him. From his youth he had a deep understanding of the ways and the character 
of God. He said, ‘I love thee, O LORD, my strength.’ The Lord was his rock, his 
fortress and his deliverer. 

David must often have recalled his Adullam days and his hiding places. Many 
times, he feared for his life. He speaks of the cords of death which compassed him 
and the cords of Sheol round about him, but in his distress, he called upon the 
Lord who delivered him from his enemies. The torrents of destruction (deep 
waters) overwhelmed David. He cried to his God because he was beyond human 
help. 

Inspired by the Holy Spirit, David describes in poetic language how God 
descended in a cloud chariot accompanied by the cherubim (cp. Ps. 99:1 & 
104:3). He displayed His great power and the earth trembled [Comment 3]. 

God took delight in the psalmist because he lived righteously and observed 
God’s laws. God takes pleasure in the righteous. He showed favour to David by 
scattering his enemies and delivering him to a safe place. God gave strength to 
David’s arm and swiftness of foot, so that he had complete victory over his 
enemies. As David considers his God, he breaks forth in wholehearted praise and 
worship, adoring and extolling the name of the God he loves. 

We trace the person of Christ throughout the Psalms. Psalm 18 directs our 
thoughts to the life, death, resurrection and exaltation of David’s greater Son, for it 
brings before us the deep experiences of the Lord in the days of His flesh. Verses 
4-5 point to the Lords anguish in Gethsemane when He looked into the cup that 
He alone could drain. He pondered the cost as He viewed the curse of the tree, 
and the great conflict that lay before Him. 

Verses 7-19 are suggestive of the great event that took place when the Lord 
died and went down into Sheol. The powers of darkness were shaken when the 
Lord entered ‘the dark domain’, and when He came forth from it. All the powers 
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of evil tried to hold Him captive in the cords of death, but God would not allow 
His Holy One to see corruption (Ps. 16:10). His mighty power raised up His 
righteous servant at the appointed moment and ‘made him to sit at his right hand 
in the heavenly places, far above all rule, and authority, and power, and 
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that 
which is to come’ (Eph. 1:20-21). He has been raised from the deepest 
humiliation to be co-sharer of the throne of God. God's righteous servant, who 
loved and trusted His God in all His ways, is now the victor. He awaits the day 
when He will put all His enemies under His feet (1 Cor. 15:25). 

Martin Notman 
 
From Cromer: David’s enemies and his reaction  The responses of David and Saul 
to the challenge of leadership display their characters. Both were raised from 
obscurity to be king over Israel, but they did not equally recognise that the true 
King over Israel was God Himself. The people of Israel, seeing that the sons of 
Samuel were corrupt, demanded a king, like the nations round about, displeasing 
Samuel and God Himself (1 Sam. 8). God acquiesced to the people’s demands, 
and Samuel was able to say ‘Do you see him whom the Lord has chosen?’ and the 
people shouted ‘Long live the king’ (1 Sam. 10:24 ESV). Saul did have military 
successes, but he failed to recognise that however many troops he had, obedience 
to the Lord was his principal duty. There are two examples of this in 1 Samuel. 
Chapter 13 describes how Saul offered sacrifices, usurping the place of the priest, 
while chapter 15 describes Saul’s direct disobedience. He said ‘I have performed 
the commandment of the Lord’, which he hadn’t and he blamed the people for 
the inadequacy of his control. When he heard the song of the women, who sang 
‘Saul has struck down his thousands, and David his tens of thousands’ he became 
positively paranoid, and sought to kill David, who had done him no harm. 

David, on the other hand, recognised that anointing from God gave a man a 
special status and divine protection. Twice (1 Sam. 24:4-6; 26:7-9) David spared 
the life of Saul, on the grounds that he was ‘the Lord’s anointed, even though he 
knew that God had rejected Saul. Saul had persecuted David like a ‘partridge in 
the mountain’ (1 Sam. 26:20) driving him to live in caves with ‘everyone that was 
in debt, or discontented’. One can see many parallels with the life of Christ, who 
had no fixed abode, and was shunned by the powerful for most of His life. 

David’s reliance on God  David, pursued by his powerful enemies trusted in God 
as his ‘rock, fortress and deliverer’ (Ps. 18:2). He must have felt his own 
insufficiency, when he was sometimes rejected by his own people, but the 
manifestations of power in verses 7-15 must have reassured him that the Most 
High was with him.                Peter Hickling 
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From Greenock: There is a clear sense of triumph throughout this psalm, which is 
of course the inspired word of God.  We should be openly rejoicing at the victory 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.  It may not be fashionable, but we must rejoice as John 
Newton’s hymn states, ‘Let us rejoice in Christ the Lord, Who makes our cause 
His own; The hope that’s built upon His word, Can ne’er be overthrown’. 

We see the devastation wrought among the army of David as he mourns the 
death of his rebellious treacherous son (2 Sam. 19:1-4). Joab gives sound advice. 
Paul also uses the battle cry as an object lesson - ‘if the trumpet gives an uncertain 
voice …’.  By his action David is sending out a message which demoralises his 
supporters instead of one rejoicing that God’s anointed is once more secure on his 
throne. 

The trumpet call of God is what we are awaiting (1 Cor. 15:51-57). It ushers in 
more proof of Christ’s triumph on the cross. It is a great comfort when standing at 
the grave of a loved one to be able to say, ‘thanks be to God, which giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ’. 

The whole armour of God gives us a checklist to ensure we are ready for the 
conflict which faces us each day (Eph. 6:10-20). More importantly we must wear it 
correctly.  The truths we believe in must be in our minds ready for use. Having the 
knowledge of them without the faith to use them is like a soldier standing over a 
pile of his equipment rather than wearing it correctly. The learning of key verses 
from the Bible to guard against Satan’s attacks has correctly been called ‘sword 
drill’. We too should be able to express our thanks at the Lord’s work in our battle, 
just as this psalm clearly honours the role of the psalmist’s God in his victory. 

Many of our rousing hymns use the picture of battle to convey our daily war. 
We are encouraged by the words of F.R. Havergal’s hymn: ‘Who is on the Lord’s 
side’. The last verse (not in PHSS) ends with the triumphant words, ‘Always on the 
Lord’s side—Saviour, always Thine!’ We must rejoice at the defeat of the 
adversary. The song of Moses and the song of the Lamb is one of rejoicing (Rev. 
15:3). ‘Hallelujah’ and ‘Rejoice’ are used many times in the book of Revelation. 
We will join in the triumphal songs of praise for all eternity. We can start now to 
encourage one another.                 Steve Henderson 
 
From Mount Forest: 2 Samuel 23:1 says ‘… these are the last words of David’, 
and may well refer to the words which follow in chapter 23. It is by no means 
certain they indicate the song just concluded, which parallels Psalm 18, which 
themselves were composed near David’s death. Given the following chronology in 
2 Samuel and 1 Kings 1 and 2 it seems quite unlikely David’s life ended shortly 
after these words [see Comment 2]. Perhaps ‘last’ refers to those of David’s 
inspired utterances recorded in 2 Samuel. Some have concluded the timing of 2 
Samuel 22, which helps in ascertaining the context for Psalm 18, is better 
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explained by 2 Samuel 21:15-22, i.e., following that defeat of the Philistines. This 
accords well with the introduction and beginning of Psalm 18 if the God-given 
victories recalled there are focused on unjustified attacks rather than resolution of 
violent problems arising from his sin over Bathsheba (2 Sam.12:10). The words ‘… 
and from the hand of Saul’, which are more easily understood as the direct attacks 
by Saul himself, would refer primarily to God not allowing Saul’s jealous manic 
pursuit of David to succeed. However, it is true that even after the demise of 
Absalom there was reference to ongoing Saul-loyalists and Benjaminite resistance 
to David (2 Sam.16:5-8; 20:1,2). Psalm18:3 implies awareness of continuing 
enemies to be faced. 

David’s frequent references in Psalm 18 to personal integrity resulting in God 
coming to his aid may seem inappropriate statements from one guilty of adultery 
and murder. One explanation is to ascribe the statements as generalizations about 
his manner of life in the period before, or excluding, his sin with Bathsheba, 
though Romans 3:23 would of course still apply. Another might be the assurance 
given him by Nathan (2 Sam. 12:12) that the Lord had put away his sin. By the 
same token we would not say repentant sinners, forgiven even for the awful 
iniquities and transgressions of 1 Corinthians 6:9-10, when washed, sanctified and 
justified, should still be included in the category of ‘wicked man’ of 1 Corinthians 
5:13 [Comment 4]. Similarly, David could rely on God having put away his sin in 
order to claim justification, e.g., Psalm18:23-24. Moreover, in an overall 
assessment of character, God’s perspective on David’s life is given in 1 Kings14:8; 
15:5, enabling David to attest so positively in Psalm18. None of us can be cleaner 
than a divinely forgiven sinner. However, considering the type of literature this 
Psalm comprises, especially in its use in this later form for the collective worship of 
Israel, we may find in it not simply self-descriptions of David’s blamelessness but 
indications of what could only become fully true in David’s Son and David’s Lord 
(1 John 3:5; 2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Pet. 2:22). Is it not the same in Psalms 15 and 24 
concerning the man with the truly clean hands and pure heart, who we do well to 
imitate (1 Cor. 11:1)? 

If we take the difficult statements in the Psalm more fully to apply to the Son of 
Man then we can also appreciate better how the Spirit uses the psalmist to 
illustrate the fulfilment of God’s completely justifiable vengeance (Heb. 10:30-31); 
it is not merely David arbitrarily choosing to inflict torment on his adversaries. 

Geoff Hydon 
 
From Ravulapalem: This is a song of a warrior who has won a victory. David 
fought here as a servant of the Lord, as mentioned in the caption. He is offering all 
glory through these victories to the Lord only. 
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Now the wars of the believers are spiritual—1 Corinthians 9:26; Ephesians 
6:11-12; Colossians 3:5. We must be good soldiers of Jesus Christ (2 Tim. 2:3). 
David had deep love and affection for the Lord. The Hebrew word given here 
shows the kindness of the heart between children and parents. And we know that 
in all things God works for the good of those who love Him who have been called 
according to His purpose (Rom. 8:28). That was the secret of David's victory. 

God is surely the strength of David in this war (Ps. 21:1; 46:1; 84:5; Ex. 15:2 
and Is. 12:2). The word Rock is used by Moses for God in his song (Deut. 32:4). In 
the New Testament, too, we find the Lord Jesus compared to the rock (1 
Cor.10:4). 

David used in the first two verses of Psalm 18 eight words to show his perfect 
protection of love for the Lord. They are strength, rock, fortress, deliverer, shield, 
horn of salvation, refuge and stronghold. All these words belong to wars, attacks 
and a need of protection. Whatever fears, trials and dangers come, he knows that 
he had perfect safety and security in God (cp. John 10:28-29; 1 Pet. 1:5; Jude, 1). 
In the entire life of David this is his experience. We also must adopt this method 
in our lives by following our Saviour (1 Cor. 10:13; 2 Pet. 2:9). 

S.J.M. Edward 
 
From Surulere: The theology expressed by the eternal sweet psalmist of Israel (2 
Sam. 23:1 NKJV) in verses 20-27 is as divergent and antipodal as the dispensations 
of law and grace. David exults in the assured fact of his personal righteousness in 
his life before God and the presumption that all the good things he had received 
were a corollary to that. Conversely, his theology would imply that any tragedy, 
pain or suffering (such as he experienced profoundly) were the consequence of his 
sinning. Therein lay the inherent contradiction. 

Unarguably, the law was an utterly harsh schoolmaster that required strict 
adherence or loyalty, failing which the consequences would be dire: ‘But before 
faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up until the faith which should 
afterwards be revealed. Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto 
Christ, that we might be justified by faith’ (Gal. 3:23-24 AV). James puts it 
excellently: ‘For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point 
is guilty of breaking all of it’ (James 2:10 NIV). 

There clearly was nothing wrong with David’s theology in the strict context of 
the application of the Levitical law of Moses: ‘Fix these words of mine in your 
hearts and minds; tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your 
foreheads. Teach them to your children, talking about them when you sit at home 
and when you walk along the road … write them on the doorframes of your 
houses and on your gates, so that your days and the days of your children may be 
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many in the land the LORD swore to give your ancestors, as many as the days that 
the heavens are above the earth …’ (Deut. 11:18-21) [Comment 5]. 

In the midst of the work and reward platform of the Old Testament there are 
scattered even in the Psalms strong and timely reminders of the grace, patience, 
love and forbearing of Almighty God in His dealings with humankind, which 
strikes at the foundation of David’s theology: ‘If you, LORD, kept a record of sins, 
Lord, who could stand? But with you there is forgiveness, so that we can, with 
reverence, serve you’ (Ps. 130:3-4).  Isaiah describes it pointedly: ‘We all, like 
sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the LORD 
has laid on him the iniquity of us all’ (Is. 53:6). The prophet Habakkuk gives it a 
glorious twist: ‘See, the enemy is puffed up; his desires are not upright—but the 
righteous person will live by his faithfulness’ (Hab. 2:4 NIV). 

It is this faith which triumphs over the theology of self-righteousness and brings 
to the fore the innate sinfulness and corruption of the human heart since the fall 
and that David so painfully acknowledged: ‘For I know my transgressions, and my 
sin is always before me … Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from when my mother 
conceived me…’  (Ps. 51:3-5).                F. Ntido 
 
From Victoria B.C.: Looking at the points for the study, we started by examining 
David’s motives for exalting God. Psalm 18 describes David’s feelings during his 
struggles with those that sought his life. David felt the sorrows and snares of death 
and of hell; he felt the sense of being overwhelmed with floods of ungodly men 
pressing him. David cried to God in distress, and he knew he was heard by God. 
David then describes in fantastic language, how God delivered him as if he were 
drawn out of many waters (v.16). It is no wonder that David ascribes real blessing 
by leaving the avenging to God. He could walk lightly with a spring in his step. 
Because David depended on God, he knew God delivered him from the strivings 
of the people and made him the head of the nations; a people that David did not 
know would serve him (v. 43). This portion clearly is prophetic of the Lord Jesus in 
His life. He had to face the priesthood He had come to replace.  When He rode 
in on the foal of an ass, claiming to be Israel’s king, He set off a chain of events 
that would lead Him to the cross, the tomb and the resurrection. Like David, He 
depended on God to be His shield and buckler.  As David was in the wilderness, 
so our Lord Jesus came to the wilderness of this world. At the cross, Jesus would 
need God’s strength to get through. 

David displays a ‘right theology’ in verses 20 to 27. These verses are an apt 
parallel to our Lord Jesus who kept His integrity. David could be fallible and sinful, 
but by keeping Levitical law he could be pure. Not so the Lord Jesus. He was 
always right in His ways before His God and Father. When He said He kept the 
ways of the Lord, He actually did it without ever slipping up. No iniquity was 
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found in Him (v. 23). [Comment 6] It was pointed out that God will show Himself 
opposed to the froward (habitually disposed to disobedience), but with the 
merciful God will be merciful, upright and pure. Jesus represented on the cross the 
frowardness of Israel and so God would not behold sin, and turned away. The 
price of salvation was paid, so God ‘brought Him to a large place; He delivered 
Me because He delighted in Me.’ There is blessing for us in keeping ourselves in 
the law of the Lord. Prov. 11:25(RV) says, ‘The liberal soul shall be made fat; and 
he that waters shall be watered also himself’. We can only do it in His strength. 

Saul was told to wipe out Agag and his people completely. Instead, Saul kept 
the king alive plus the best animals— a picture of disobedience. David beat his 
enemies to dust (v. 42). While David had to live these battles, God taught his 
hands to make war. We have a spiritual battle. Jesus girds us for this battle. 

Rodger Lefevre; Phil Williamson  
 
COMMENTS 
1. (Aberdeen):  As you rightly point out, David attributed his blamelessness to 
God. David was a sinner like the rest of us, yet the perfect righteousness of God 
was imputed to him because David acknowledged his sinful nature and trusted in 
the God who justifies the ungodly and reckons them righteous and blameless 
because of their faith in Him (Rom. 4:5). The salvation of every Old Testament 
believer depended on the grace of God who in the fulness of time, sent forth His 
Son to make good the promise of a salvation apart from works. See also Surulere’s 
exploration of the subject.                  J.J. 
 
2. (Aberkenfig): If we go with the acceptance of the divine inspiration of the Psalm 
headings, it is abundantly clear that this was written by David well after he was 
king, and in all probability near the end of his life, taking into account part of the 
superscription ‘the LORD delivered him from the hand of all his enemies’, of 
whom there were many. Such a list would include: 
Doeg the Edomite, Philistines, men of Keilah, Nabal, Ziphites, Amalekites, 
Moabites, King of Zobah, Syrians, Ammonites, Ahithophel (latterly), Shimei and 
Sheba (1 Sam. 21:7; 22:9, 18; 23:2, 11; 25:10,25,38; 26:1; 2 Sam. 1:1; 8:2-3, 5; 
10:6; 15:31; 16:5; 20:1,22; 21:18-22). There may well have been others.   R.B.F. 
 
3. (Buckhaven): One of the striking characteristics of Scripture is how often the 
words of writers, under the overseeing eye of the divine Spirit, use features and 
descriptions of the human frame to describe, and make more easily understood, 
the interest of the Almighty in all that has to do with humanity, viz. 
His ears, nostrils, mouth and feet (vv. 6, 8-9). His activities too are emblazoned in 
human terms: moving, riding and flying at speed (vv. 9-10).      R.B.F. 
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4. (Mount Forest): Literally, the verse quoted, in its latter part, reads ‘Put away the 
wicked’ (Gk. poneros, with definite article). This does refer to a sinning saint in the 
church of God in Corinth who was caught up in moral sin that had not been dealt 
with judgementally. So, it is possible that saved sinners, being saints in an 
assembly, could be so described in the event of certain sinful acts of a serious 
nature. Of course, godly sorrow, repentance and restoration is always sought for 
those so affected (2 Cor. 2:5-7, 11).              R.B.F. 
 
5. (Surulere): It is very possible that David did not view the Law as harsh but 
delighted and exulted in it, seeing it not in isolation but as part of Scripture (the 
Law and the Prophets and the Writings), i.e., that revelation of God which 
displayed His character and purpose and by which personal relationship with God 
was established and confirmed and sustained. David’s delight in the faithfulness of 
His God who consistently rewarded as His Word declared is perhaps what is in 
view in verses 18-27 .                    P.D. 
 
6. (Victoria B.C.):  You are right to highlight the difference between David and the 
Lord Jesus. David had to ‘keep himself from’ the iniquity that came from within, 
because of his fallen human nature. Sin was always ‘couching at the door’ and 
David constantly had to choose between giving in to his natural impulses or 
obeying the law of God. The Lord Jesus was never tempted from within. There 
was no iniquity in His heart from which he had to ‘keep himself’.  He was 
tempted (or tried) by the Devil (Luke 4;13), ‘in all points like as we are’ (Heb. 
4:15) ‘yet without sin.’ 

The question of whether the Lord Jesus could have succumbed to temptation, 
was discussed in Bible Studies in 1989 and 1990. The Conference of Overseers 
also exercised their minds on the subject at Nottingham in April 1990. Leading 
Brethren issued this brief summary of their conclusions: ‘The strong general mind 
of the Conference was that the essential deity of the Lord Jesus Christ made it 
impossible for Him to sin, while not in the least detracting from the reality and 
severity of His temptations.’ We fully concur with this view, which perfectly aligns 
with scripture.                      J.J. 

Sin and therefore temptation can undoubtedly be attractive to us naturally. But 
to the Lord Jesus there was nothing attractive in them. His experience of 
temptation therefore has nothing in it to which the natural or carnal person can 
relate. But for those who are spiritual and learning to hate sin, that He 
experienced temptation as they do and did not sin, and now provides succour, is 
of great help.                        P.D. 

 

 



 
25 

Feature 
THE HOUSE OF GOD IN THE BOOK OF EXODUS 
Introduction 

After their redemption from the burdens and bondage of Egypt by God’s mighty 
hand, the Lord Jehovah would establish Israel as His people and bring them into 
the land He had promised to His servants Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. The nation 
of which they were patriarchs would forever be a specially selected and spiritually 
constituted community and people for Him, called to serve Him in their journey 
through the wilderness to Canaan, their ultimate destination, as revealed by the 
Lord to Moses and declared by divine command to Pharaoh, king of the Egyptians 
(Ex. 6:6-8; 3:18; 7:16). 

The Imperative of Obedience 

Israel, having known God’s wonderful deliverance at the Red Sea from Pharaoh’s 
evil intention to return them to slavery, were led by their leader Moses to the 
wilderness of Shur, where in an irrational display of ingratitude they criticized 
Moses, despite all he had already done for them, through God’s wondrous grace 
and power. Then in the wilderness of Sin another bout of strong disaffection arose 
against their leader and protector.  Further on, at Rephidim, they threatened to 
stone him to death. This too, after singing praise to God, at Moses direction, for 
His great deliverance at the Red Sea. Their God was guiding them to His holy 
habitation in the promised land where they would build a house for His glory and 
enjoy the privilege of dwelling together with Him as His people (Ex. 22-24. 15b, 
17b; 16:1-2; 17:1-4). After more than two months, they arrived at the wilderness 
of Sinai, where God instructed Moses to say to the children of Israel, that the 
secret of their success as a nation would hinge on their acceptance of His word 
and unquestioning obedience to His command and the conditional covenant He 
had made with them. By doing this they would be a peculiar treasure to Him, a 
kingdom of priests, and a holy nation (19:5-6)—words that ring out loud and clear 
as the apostle Peter takes up his pen to write to fellow-believers in divine 
collective testimony who had been scattered through persecution to various 
provinces of the Roman Empire (1 Pet. 1:1; 2:5,9).    

The Importance of the Book of the Covenant and the Blood of the Covenant 

This takes us to the call of God to Moses, Aaron and two of his four sons, and 
seventy elders of the nation, to approach the Lord in worship, albeit at a distance. 
Moses alone was to draw near to hear directly what the Lord told him, not only to 
record in a manuscript designated ‘the book of the covenant’, but to speak 
directly from the written word to the people. At the same time young men of the 
nation were to bring and offer sacrifices of burnt offerings and peace offerings. 
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Moses took the blood of these animals (calves and goats), referred to as ‘the blood 
of the covenant’, and sprinkled it on the book of the law and on the people also, 
signifying that they were now under obligatory service to God (Ex. 24:1-8). The 
relevance of the word of God and its cleansing effect with regard to serving God in 
the way He appoints shines through these actions, as we read in the book of 
Hebrews chapter 4:12 and 9:19, and again in the apostle Peter’s salutation to 
fellow-saints in chapter 1, verse 2, of his letter, addressing those who were closely 
associated with one another in the bonds of divine truth, by being obedient to 
God’s word and having been metaphorically ‘sprinkled’ by the blood of Jesus 
Christ—symbolising their obligation to conform themselves to the pattern revealed 
to the apostles by the Lord Jesus after His resurrection—so that they would 
become a spiritual house, ‘a habitation for God in the Spirit’ (Eph. 2:22), 
composed of living stones, built together according to New Covenant teaching, 
though geographically distant from one another in different churches of God.           

The Tabernacle: A Place Apart; A Pattern to Follow; A People Meeting with God 

Exodus 25 leads us into all that God’s house was meant to be – a location for His 
glory, and for His people’s blessing and enrichment. ‘Let them make Me a 
sanctuary’ – words that are hard to take in from a human point of view, because 
they reveal the burning desire of Almighty God to descend in person and 
condescend in spirit to have a place on earth where He could have meaningful 
dialogue, fellowship and communion with His very own people (v. 8).  

   Secondly, there had to be a blueprint for this structure, with detailed instructions 
for the making of the furniture and fittings that would represent and reflect the 
order of things in heaven (v. 9; Heb. 9:23). 

   Thirdly, all this in plan and detail would mean that earthly fellowship and 
communion with the heavenly could be held on a regular basis, forging a unity in 
service that would not only glorify the Lord, but be advantageous to His people 
and to the surrounding communities they would come across in their travels, 
before reaching their destination in the land of promise (v.22). Again, in the New 
Testament we see corresponding passages of Scripture highlighting the experiences 
of Israel, clearly appertaining to our service today (see Rom. 15:4):  

1. Moses’ faithfulness in ensuring all He heard from the mouth of God on 
Mount Sinai while enveloped by a cloud during a period of forty days and 
nights, was acted upon immediately on his descent from the mount (Ex. 
24:15-18; 25:9; Heb. 3:2); 

2. Every detail of the construction of the various items and their 
accoutrements was conscientiously followed to the letter (Ex. 40:16, 33; 
Heb. 3:5)    
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3. While God’s glory filled the tabernacle and denoted His delight in what 
had been done, it was eclipsed by the greater glory of the One who is 
Son ruling over God’s house today (Ex. 40: 34-35; Heb. 3:6).   

Priesthood Office and The People’s Sin         

We now come to the choice of Aaron and his sons to minister before God on 
behalf of the people, in the office and service of priestly activity. Six beautifully 
coloured and adorned garments had to be made according to divine 
specifications, to sanctify them in their duties. Aaron had the principal role as high 
priest, bearing the names of the tribes of Israel inscribed on the breastplate of 
judgment, an indication of the fact that they were on his heart before God. The 
golden plate on the turban he wore on his head was engraved with the words 
‘HOLY TO THE LORD’, as he was responsible for maintaining a standard of 
holiness in what they sought to do for God in helping and assisting one another 
from day to day (Ex. 28:1-5, 29-30, 36-38). 

   They had also to carry out sacrificial duties in relation to the offerings of the 
Lord, such as the burnt offerings and sin offerings. They applied the blood of these 
animals, not only upon the altar of sacrifice in the court, but upon the flesh and 
priestly clothing of Aaron and his sons, together with the precious anointing oil. 
Each ritual had to be performed correctly and every detail complied with, before 
Jehovah God would ‘dwell among the children of Israel and be their God’ (29:10-
12, 16, 20-21, 45). How essential it is, in the priestly service of the people of God 
in the house of God in this day of grace, to consistently adhere to the call to 
holiness and orderliness in the place into which He has called us (1 Cor. 14: 
33,40; 1 Tim. 3:15).     

   The great sin of the people in chapter 32, insisting upon the fashioning (by no 
less a person than Aaron) of an idol they could worship, resulted in a golden calf 
before which the people grossly dishonoured not just their own bodies, but the 
God who had redeemed them from enslavement in Egypt. This act of rebellion 
understandably incurred divine wrath, which was only averted by the intercession 
of Moses, the man of God. Nevertheless, the price they paid for their wilful sin 
was the death of three thousand men. How thankful we are that we have a 
merciful and faithful high priest in our spiritual service, who makes propitiation for 
the sins of the people when we make mistakes and inadvertently fall short of our 
high calling. The house of God means so much to Him; tampering with the divine 
blueprint may well bring His judgement (Heb. 2:17; 4:15-16; 1 Cor. 3:16-17).                 

God’s Glory in His House, Pleasure in His People, and Praise to His Name 

Seven times in the last chapter of Exodus, we come across the phrase: ‘as the Lord 
commanded Moses’. This highlights the willingness and faithfulness of the Lord’s 
great servant to do all that was pleasing and glorifying to his Maker and Redeemer. 
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The glory of God in everything he made and in all that he did was his motivation 
and driving force. The Lord confirmed His delight by filling His dwelling place with 
the glory of His presence (40:19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 32; cp. vv.16,33; Heb. 
3:2,5).  

   The pinnacle of our joy in God’s house today is to unitedly approach in 
collective worship on the first day of the week, the Lord’s day, with the voice of 
praise, to Mount Zion, God’s dwelling-place above, where our Saviour sits at His 
Father’s right hand in the inner sanctuary of God’s glorious presence (Heb. 12:22-
24; 13:15; 9:24).                    

R.B.Fullarton, Bathgate 








