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Introducing . . .           JANUARY 
THE OFFER, THE OFFERING AND THE OFFERER
We now come to the fascinating study 
of God’s sacrificial system ordained for 
His people in their service to Him and 
communicated to His faithful servant 
Moses. The Hebrew meaning of the 
title of the book of Leviticus is ‘and 
God called’. This is exactly what was 
in the heart and mind of the Lord – an 
Offer to His people to willingly engage 
in something that would be special to 
Him, pointing forward to the coming 
into the world of His beloved Son, the 
life He would live and the work He 
would do, culminating in the glorious 
work of atonement by His personal 
bodily sacrifice on the cross of 
Calvary. 

What is so strongly borne out at 
the outset of the narrative, and 
covering the first ten chapters of the 
book, is God’s view of the depravity of 
sin in the human heart, and what is 

required by Him for anyone to be 
accepted into His presence. It would 
necessitate the killing and slaying of an 
animal substitute – the Offering – and 
the importance of what would be 
done with its blood, the life force of its 
body. 

How did the Offerer feel about 
what God was asking to be done? It 
would be at a cost in his provision of 
an offering of the highest calibre when 
taken from the herd or the flock, or 
from designated creatures of flight 
which might be personally owned or 
bought by the offerer for the specific 
purpose of sacrifice. 

The Lord expects the same attitude 
and action from us today by 
confirming in our lives for Him the 
reality and effectiveness of His call to 
service (cp. 2 Sam. 24:24; 1 Cor. 1:9; 
1 Thes. 2:12; 2 Pet. 1:3,10). R.B.F.

From Study Groups . . . 
THE BURNT OFFERING, MEAL OFFERING, AND PEACE 
OFFERING (Leviticus 1, 2 & 3) 
From Aberdeen: The Lord challenges us as we search the Scriptures because: ‘it is 
these that bear witness of Me’ (John 5:39 NASB 1977). Leviticus presents the 
requirements for the burnt offering such that when the Israelite drew near with his 
burnt offering to the doorway of the tent of meeting he came before the altar on 
which fire was burning. His hand was to be placed on the head of the animal, 
which must be a male in the case of the burnt offering. Perhaps the offerer would 
become aware of warmth from the head of the animal just before the priest killed 
it, before proceeding to arrange the dead animal on the fire of the altar. The writer 
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to the Hebrews seems to echo something of this scene—as it applies it to our 
access into God’s dwelling place above: ‘Let us draw near with a sincere heart in 
full assurance of faith’ (Heb. 10:22). 

The burnt offering was an ascending offering—the smoke of this offering 
ascended (holocaust) as a soothing aroma to God (Lev. 1:9). It was an aroma of 
restfulness, a savour of rest. Perhaps we can see an aspect of the once-for-all 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ as being something that brings rest to God—it 
is a finished work. Just as Christ was separate from sinners, holy and without 
blemish, so too the offerer of the burnt offering must bring from the herd or the 
flock a male without blemish (Lev. 1:3).            James Johnson 
 
From Aberkenfig: It is probably appropriate to review what those three offerings 
represent with all their spiritual meanings before we can comment on the 
offerer/priest and their obligations and the various ingredients involved.  

The burnt offering/the obligations of the offerer and that of the priest  The 
supreme fact that we note is that all of it was offered unto God. The offerer’s heart 
and attitude must be right before God. It didn’t matter whether the offering was of 
the cattle, the flock or the fowls, only the best could be offered and only that 
would be acceptable; no second-rate offering would do (as in the days of Malachi 
1:8). The implications were that there was a sacrifice, the best, a male without 
blemish, a giving of the offerer’s substance: it was to be ‘as a man hath, not 
according as he hath not’ (2 Cor. 8:12 RV). It was to be offered willingly to God, 
indeed we are reminded, ‘…not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a 
cheerful giver…that ye, having all sufficiency in everything …’ (2 Cor. 9:7-8 RV). 

It was brought to the entrance to the tabernacle, to the door of the tent of 
meeting. The offerer was identified with it by placing his hand upon the sacrifice, 
and ‘it shall be accepted for him to make atonement for him’. He then was to kill 
the animal; the priests were to sprinkle its blood around the altar, after which he 
would flay the dead animal. The priests had to lay the head and the fat of the 
offering upon the wood and fire, but the offerer must wash the inwards and legs 
after dividing them into their pieces. They were then laid on the altar and the 
whole was to be burnt unto God; ‘a sweet savour unto the LORD’. It was clearly 
not a five-minute job. Leviticus 6: 6-13 gives instructions that the fire was to be 
kept burning day and night giving that continual sweet incense to God, a beautiful 
picture of the life and death of the Lord Jesus. This was further portrayed in the 
burial of Christ, and how the ashes were to be disposed of in an ordered and 
appropriate manner. It foreshadowed Christ coming forth to do the will of God, 
giving Himself in sacrifice to God including giving Himself to save sinners. But the 
type in the burnt offering does not raise the matter of sin: it is a sweet savour 
offering ascending as incense unto God. We note that the blood of the victim was 
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not taken into the holy place, but the priests sprinkled it round about the altar, 
and the skin was taken by the priests (7:8). Our Lord is on the throne above, and 
continues to delight the heart of His God and Father. 

   Our approach to the ‘thrice holy’ God must be with reverence and godly fear; a 
presumptuous approach was met with devouring fire (Lev. 10) in that day. The 
sacrifice (animal or fowl) was offered on God’s altar at the door of God’s house: 
one God, one house and one altar.  

The meal offering  The word oblation used in the RV means ‘something brought to 
the altar‘ and this thought is reinforced by the dictionary as ‘a sacrificial gift 
presented unto God’. As we view its constituent parts, we can see why it is also 
called the ‘gift’ or ‘cereal’ offering, the main ingredient being flour. It was no 
ordinary flour but had to be ‘fine’ flour. From this we understand it was to be free 
from any lumps or irregularities. There was nothing rough or uneven, no coarse 
grains, everything was of the highest quality. It was to be ground into powder, fine 
flour. Does this not speak to us of our Lord Jesus, His person? Not an act requiring 
confession, nor a step had He to retrace; not even a syllable to recall: His was a 
perfect life (cp. 1 Pet. 2:22-23).  

   The second ingredient we are told was the oil. Throughout Scripture we are told 
that oil speaks of the Holy Spirit. This is borne out very significantly that the Holy 
Spirit would ‘come upon Thee and the power of the Most High shall overshadow 
Thee …’ (spoken to Mary in Luke 1:35 by Gabriel). It was also seen at His 
baptism. Three things are mentioned concerning the oil: the flour or cakes had oil 
mingled; the unleavened wafers were anointed with oil; and there were cakes of 
fine flour soaked with oil. These are all summed up in ‘he shall pour oil on it ‘, i.e., 
the fine flour in verse 2. 

    The third ingredient was frankincense; a vegetable resin, brittle, glittering, 
having a bitter taste, but with the purest and whitest resin when first exposed. It 
was obtained from the species of shrubs belonging to the genus ‘Boswellia’. It is 
called ‘Frank’ because of the freeness with which, when burned, it gives forth its 
odour, burning for a remarkably long time with a steady flame. This was poured 
upon the offering. The last ingredient was the salt as a preservative, but we note 
there was to be no leaven or honey. 

The peace offering; why necessary?   We must first realise what this offering 
meant. The original word translated ‘peace’ involves ‘good health’ and has the 
idea of ‘being complete’, and thus conveys the concept of fellowship: the offerer 
will be remedied as he comes in faith and penitence to God, the healer of all our 
diseases (cp. Ex. 15:26; Ps. 103:3) restoring our communion. There must be 
confession, forgiveness and cleansing before the eating of the peace offering for 
there to be perfect communion. In the burnt offering it was to be ’male without 
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blemish’, all offered to God, whereas the peace offering could be either ‘male or 
female’ (3:1,6); it too must be without blemish, though there is no mention of 
birds. However, it was not flayed, but simply cut into its pieces: the fat covering 
the entrails and certain of the inwards (vv. 3-5) being burnt upon the altar as a 
sweet savour unto God. (For further information regarding this see pages 57-58 of 
‘Leviticus’ by R.K. Harrison, IVP). Thus the burnt offering typifies Christ dying in 
entire devotion to the Father’s will. The meat or cereal offering typifies Him as the 
spiritual food of His people, and the peace offering brings before us the truth of 
His bringing reconciliation to God. 

First, and fundamental, God must have His portion, and that should be the 
best. He cannot be relegated to second place and such offerings should be of the 
best that we can give. How easy it is for God’s people to be in a careless attitude 
of heart and mind, thinking anything is good enough for God. The priests were to 
be given the breast and the right thigh or shoulder of the peace offering. The 
remainder of the animal was given to the offerer. Thus God, the priests and the 
offerer fed upon the sacrifice. We can become stinted in growth, but to grow 
spiritually we must feed upon Christ, and feed upon Him in fellowship with God.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

  Bill Paterson 
 
From Cromer:  What is the purpose of offerings to God?  The first three chapters 
of Leviticus do not mention any sin on the part of the offerer; they involve the 
recognition of the fact that God is ‘the One who is high and lifted up, who 
inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy’ (Is. 57:15 ESV), and hence He deserves 
worship. The worshipper takes something of value to him, the best of his flock, 
and kills it, sacrificing life to the Author of life. This does not involve contrition, but 
rather an acknowledgment of the supremacy and holiness of the Ancient of Days. 
Western readers should note that the fat of the offering was regarded as the 
choicest part of the meat, being the most flavoursome; we tend to reject fatty 
meat, and this might make us misunderstand the Scripture. 

Since there is no mention of offence before God, why does 1:4 say of the 
burnt offering that ‘it shall be accepted for him to make atonement for him’? Is it 
that the word ‘atonement’ is used here in the sense ‘at-one-ment’, implying 
acceptability by God? [Comment 1]. 

The grain offering   The question in the syllabus ‘How does the teaching of the 
meal offering apply to the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ?’ assumes that 
it does so apply. The supporting scriptures quoted do indeed apply to Christ, but 
they are not explicitly connected by scripture to the levitical provisions [Comment 
2]. 

It would be more appropriate to ask how the levitical provisions could be used 
to illustrate the person and work of Christ. Firstly, the grain had to be harvested 
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and pulverised to produce the fine flour; this could be used to illustrate the 
suffering to which the Lord submitted Himself. The (olive) oil, symbolising the 
Holy Spirit, was poured on it; then frankincense, a fragrant perfume distilled from 
the tree, was added. It is notable that all of the frankincense had to be included in 
the handful offered to the Lord, perhaps illustrating the fragrance of the Lord Jesus’ 
sacrifice, while the rest of the grain offering was for the priests; God always 
provides for those who serve Him. 

Our part  Scripture assures us that we have peace with God (Rom. 5:1); it is a 
purchased peace. All enmity has been abolished by the work of Christ. What 
relevance therefore have peace offerings to us? It is a matter of communion. We, 
mere transitory creatures, are able to approach the eternal God through a work 
which was wholly of His initiative. The days of animal sacrifices are in the past, but 
Scripture says ‘Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to 
God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name’ (Heb. 13:15). We can 
praise God for the ‘one sacrifice for sins for ever’ (Heb. 10:12), the sacrificed Son. 

Peter Hickling 
 
From Glasgow: Chapters 1-3 Things required of offerer and priests for the burnt 
offering  The offerer and priests from Israel were required by the Lord to reach a 
very high standard, as the godly Israelite brought the animal to the tent of meeting 
for sacrifice, with the accompanying meal and/or drink offerings, depending on 
the nature of his exercise. We understand from the verses listed for study and 
other New Testament passages that today the Lord Jesus fulfils the type portraying 
His priestly work in setting out our offerings before God the Father, while we may 
dig deeply in Scripture and are exercised in heart and mind by the Holy Spirit’s 
enabling to bring the fruits of that exercise week by week to the Remembrance. 
While appreciating the guidance of the listed scriptures, in the following response 
we have regard also to Hebrews 10:19-22 and 13:15—‘let us continually offer to 
God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that confess his name,’ in holy 
priesthood service, but not forgetting ‘to do good and to share with others, for 
with such sacrifices God is pleased’ (Heb. 13:16 NIV). 

The teaching of the meal offering  From the verses listed for study, the following 
thoughts focus first on the myrrh, aloes and cassia in Psalm 45:8. These spices are 
associated with the sufferings and burial of our Lord Jesus, in Mark 15:23 and John 
19:39-40. Myrrh was extracted from the bark and stems of the thorny, branched 
shrubs growing on rocky ground, incision increasing the flow of oily resin. Aloe 
was probably abstracted from the leaves of Aloe vera, and cassia was distilled from 
the leaves, twigs and buds, all illustrating the suffering of the Saviour at the hands 
of men and the deprivation of His rearing in this spiritually and physically 
inhospitable world. We distinguish here between the loving care of such as Joseph 
and Mary at His birth, and Nicodemus, Joseph of Arimathaea and the women who 
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attended to His burial—all in contrast to the attitude of Israel as guided by the 
hostile elders, scribes and Pharisees. The relevance of this to the appreciation of 
today’s worshipper is surely self-evident; as also the relevance to our praise and 
reflection in bringing our contributions to the Remembrance as a holy priesthood 
in service before God.               Martin Archibald 
 
From Greenock: Why bother?  God has no need of sacrifices. Everything, visible or 
invisible, including us on earth, was created by His power, and it continues to exist 
only by His upholding (Col. 1:16-17; Heb. 1:3). The cattle on a thousand hills are 
His (Ps. 50:7-13).  Anything we could give is His already. God desires obedience 
rather than the offerings (1 Sam. 15:22-23). The earliest instruction given to man 
was to keep the sabbath (Gen. 16:23).  From the first days of creation the seventh 
day was observed as different, and in the wilderness the supply of manna was 
doubled on the day before the sabbath. This happened before the Law was given 
to Moses. 

We learn from the apostle Paul that ‘the law was our schoolmaster to bring us 
to Christ’ (Gal. 3:24), so why were sacrifices needed?  Sin, from the fatal day in 
the Garden of Eden, has broken the communion between God and man [And 
brought with it death (Rom. 5:12; Eph. 2:1)—Eds]. The realisation of transgression 
by a sinner creates feelings of guilt and separation (Gen. 3:8). The need to restore 
communion with God and deal with the transgression follow as a consequence of 
sin. An offering must be given. Its monetary value helps to reinforce the ‘cost of 
the sin’.  Here at the beginning of the covenant relationship, God’s grace is seen in 
the law – there were less expensive offerings that the poor could bring (Lev. 5:7).  
We can see this in the presentation of the Lord Jesus in the temple at Jerusalem 
(Luke 2:22-24) where two doves were offered for Mary’s purification—a clear 
indication of relative poverty. 

The whole burnt offering has several mentions before the giving of the law on 
Mount Sinai. The first occasion is after the flood when Noah makes a sacrifice. The 
symbol of this covenant is the rainbow and the extent is to every living creature 
(Gen. 9:15). The guilty person must bring a young male animal which has no 
defects. His offering must be freely given. He has to place his hands on the 
animal’s head—symbolic of the transference of guilt. The animal can now be 
accepted instead of the guilty person and the guilty person must now kill the 
sacrifice. This strengthens the sense of substitution. 

The Lord Jesus is mediator of a new covenant (Heb. 9:14) which is based on 
His blood which was shed for us. His life was without any fault and His blood is 
much more powerful than any animal blood which could only provide a 
temporary covering for sin.  This has divine authority and is based on the free-will 
offering by the Lord Jesus of His life on Calvary. All the synoptic Gospels state this, 
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and Paul the apostle received this as a direct revelation from Jesus (Col. 1:25). 
Paul describes Jesus giving Himself as an offering and a sacrifice to God for a 
sweet-smelling savour (Eph. 5:2), a clear reference to the Old Covenant sacrifices. 
This sacrifice is presented by the Lord Jesus as High Priest. The Old Covenant 
could never give lasting peace, but this covenant strengthens us to do good works 
and to be pleasing to God the Father (Heb. 13:20-21).    Steve Henderson 

 
From Melbourne: One of the first things that strikes one reading Leviticus 1 is that 
there is no obligation on the part of the offerer, it is all of freewill, as in ‘When any 
one of you brings an offering ...’.  No compulsion, all voluntary and yet who 
would refuse or be reluctant to give back to Jehovah what is already His?  If no 
one brought their offering, what would the priests have to present on the altar, 
and where would be the satisfaction of ‘a pleasing aroma to the LORD’? Surely 
every person who sought to honour God in the prescribed way had the capacity 
and opportunity to do all that was necessary in their heartfelt desire. So it should 
be with us in seeking to give of our best when we approach God to ‘offer up a 
sacrifice of praise, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge His Name’ (Heb. 
13:15 ESV), in addition to our material gift as each has prospered (1 Cor. 16:2).    

The respective roles of the offerer and the priest are most specific. The offerer 
kills his animal (except the birds), flays and cuts it, washing the entrails and legs; 
whereas the priest throws (or sprinkles) the blood around the altar, arranges the 
wood and then presents the cut pieces of the carcase on the wood to burn. 
However, in the case of the turtle dove or pigeon, the priest carries out all that is 
required. This certainly should stimulate our spiritual preparation for our access 
into God’s presence each Lord’s Day, knowing that we have a duty to come with 
not only an offering but also to present it to our Great Priest as appropriately as 
our hearts and minds can accomplish, while resting on the confidence that He will 
take care of our feebleness to His God and Father in absolute perfection.  What a 
wonder is Hebrews 8:1, ‘we have such a high priest, one who is seated at the right 
hand of the majesty in heaven’. 

Far exceeding this comparison is the glorious fact that Christ Himself became 
the ultimate whole burnt offering, a holocaust, all for God, when He fulfilled all 
that was typified in the Levitical burnt offering, as made abundantly clear in 
Ephesians 5:2. Where the limitations of the type are clear from Psalm 40:6 and 
quoted in Hebrews10:5 – ‘…in burnt offerings ... you have taken no pleasure’, 
what follows immediately (‘then I said “Behold, I have come to do your will, O 
God’”) emphasises the completeness and perfection of Christ’s spotless life and 
propitiatory death.  No parallel throughout humanity. 

The meal offering equally reflects His holy life, in complete harmony with 
God’s Spirit upon Him, but also containing the tremendous thought that in this 
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bloodless offering when the memorial portion had been placed upon the altar, the 
remainder was for the priests to eat. So, when we gather to remember Him, we 
feed upon holy things in a most holy place.            Roy Dickson 
 
From Mount Forest: Different versions start Leviticus in slightly different ways: ‘The 
Lord called...’; ‘Then the Lord called...’; ‘Now the Lord called’. The English and 
American Revised Versions, and some others start with the word ‘And...’, 
reflecting the conjunction that is present in the Hebrew text here. ‘And’ is the 
common Hebrew way of starting most books between Exodus and Esther. Here 
‘And’ links Leviticus to Exodus, which had ended with the construction of the 
tabernacle, the consecration of the priests, and the presence of the Lord with His 
people. For the tabernacle to now be put into ongoing service, the instructions 
given in these early chapters of Leviticus were vital. 

In Exodus 25-27 construction aspects proceed from the innermost items 
outward. God’s perspective of the court of the tabernacle was from the holy place 
of the sanctuary. God’s presence in the holiest of all made it essential that 
Leviticus presents the purpose and means of approaching Him there. So, we find 
that God starts with the highest spiritual objective, worship as envisaged in the 
sweet-savour offerings, and only subsequently covers the details for the 
nevertheless essential sin and trespass offerings. This may direct our thoughts to 
the pre-eminence of the offering of the Man, Christ Jesus, to His God and Father 
and to see first of all how in full pleasure God saw the total commitment of Christ, 
even prior to His sacrifice for sin (Mat. 3:17; 17:5). How appropriate that He was 
purposefully crowned with glory and honour ‘because of’ or ‘for’ the suffering of 
death (Heb. 2:9; Luke 9:32; John 1:14). Obviously, glory accrued from the cross, 
but there was mutual glorification of Father and Son arising from His holy life (John 
11:4; 17:1-5), while anticipating His inevitable death, and many details of the 
meal offering may stir such thoughts. 

The poor man might bring only turtledoves for a whole burnt offering, and the 
priest would be more involved in enabling the offering. Yet even the turtledoves of 
that sweet-savour offering could illustrate the excellencies of Christ; and today 
even the youngest worshipper may achieve the same objective, offering according 
to their ability and not beneath it. It is notable the priests might reject offerings, 
but their actions could not transform the character or quality of an offering. 
Malachi 1:6-14 shows that their acceptance of the lame could not make it 
acceptable to God; nor could they turn doves into bullocks (which was not the key 
issue of differentiation, see Ps. 69:31). If we make errors in what is said in worship 
will it all be put right by the great high priest in the heavenly sanctuary? [Comment 
3]. In the Leviticus types, priests did remove offensive parts of an offering (Lev. 
1:16). But in most respects there was a primary obligation of the offerer to ensure 
his sacrifice met God’s requirements (e.g. right type, right gender, right quality, 
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etc.). So, it is good for the people of God today to be cautioned to prepare to offer 
the fruit of lips correctly.              Geoff Hydon 
 
From Ravulapalem: The obligations of offerer and priest  All worship of God and 
seeking means of reconciliation to God are always on a voluntary basis. 

In Leviticus 1: 

a) the offering should be the offerer’s own to atone for his sins;  
b) the offerer should first bring his offering to the door of the Tabernacle which 
represents God’s dwelling place.     
c) the offerer always puts his hands on the head of the offering and confesses his 
sins at the time of the slaying the animal (v. 4) [see Comment 1]. 
d) the offerer himself would kill the animal and the priests (sons of Aaron) would 
sprinkle the blood on the altar (v. 5); 
e) the offerer and his assistants cut the animal into pieces and the priests took over 
putting the pieces upon the altar fire, including the head, the fat, inwards and legs, 
and burning them completely (vv. 12-13). 

All burnt offerings were to be males as typifying the Lord Jesus Christ who 
would come as the substitute (Is. 53). They symbolised Christ in His absolute 
perfection and obedience to God in service and life (Eph. 5:2). Burnt offerings 
were to be burnt completely by consuming fire to denote the sacrifice was 
perfectly completed. 

Jesus entered once for all into the presence of God. He was the perfect and 
permanent sacrifice by giving His body and shedding His blood (Heb. 9:14). He 
became the mediator of the New Covenant. The blood of Christ is at the centre of 
the principle of redemption: it cleanses the conscience of the believer.    
                    S.J.M. Edward 
 
From Surulere: The book of Leviticus confronts us with the startling revelation of a 
God who takes the seemingly profane things of this world and infuses them with a 
fascinating otherworldliness. In the commonplace commodities of the agrarian 
lives of a sojourning Israel, we chance glimpses and tokens of truths of eternal 
consequence. 

The meal or meat offering evokes memories of our Lord Jesus who walked the 
earth in human form: ‘Sacrifice and offering You did not desire, But a body You 
have prepared for Me’ (Heb. 10:5 NKJV). The body of the Lord Jesus Christ was 
like no other body before or after Him. It was, is and will always be of the purest 
substance, untainted and untarnished by Adamic sin: ‘And the angel answered 
and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will 
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be called the Son of God”’ (Luke 1:35). The meal offering was to be of the finest 
flour. It mattered little whether the meal offering was a simple offering of the grain, 
or an offering baked in the oven, or one baked in a pan, or one baked in a 
covered pan: the quality of the flour was unalterable (Lev. 2:1,4-5,7). 

The purity of our Lord Jesus Christ is central in the work of redemption: ‘Who 
committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth’ (1 Pet. 2:22). 
‘Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself 
likewise shared in the same…’ (Heb. 2:14).  He did this by coming in ‘the likeness 
of sinful flesh’ (Rom. 8:3). 

As the oil was poured on the meal offering, likewise the Lord’s work on earth 
was performed under the unction of the Holy Spirit: ‘how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power’ (Acts 10:38). And John the Baptist 
gave the compelling testimony: ‘I did not know Him, but He who sent me to 
baptize with water said to me, “Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and 
remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit”’ (John 1:33). 

It is instructive that in all variants of the meal offering which was to be 
presented as an offering made by fire, a sweet aroma to the LORD, leaven was 
strictly forbidden (v.11). There was no place for the leaven of impurity or the 
leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees in the work of our Lord Jesus (Gal. 5:9; 
Mat.16:6). 

The richness in the variations the meal offering took of being a simple one, or 
one baked in an oven, or in pan or in a covered pan bespeak the myriad and 
intensity of the sufferings that the Lord Jesus experienced: ‘For it was fitting for 
Him, for whom are all things and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons to 
glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings’ (Heb. 
2:10).                     Frederick F. Ntido 
 
From Victoria BC: The book of Leviticus’ name is from the Latin ‘Liber Leviticus’ 
which means ‘of the Levites’.  It is also known as ‘Vayikra’ in Hebrew, which 
means ‘And He (God) called’, from the opening line of the book.  One might say it 
could be called ‘How to be holy, ceremonially clean, and dwell with God and not 
die’. 

The offerings mentioned in the first three chapters, all speak of the life and 
work of the Lord Jesus Christ. The sacrifices were temporary measures until the 
Lamb of God - Jesus - would come and be the permanent solution for sin, and by 
whom we can remain holy and pure. The first offering is the burnt offering.  It was 
compulsory and offered every day along with the other offerings. It was to be 
killed by the offerer after being identified with it by pressing both hands upon its 
head. It had to be spotless, domestic, and male, just like the Messiah would be. It 
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could be a pigeon, but the crop would have to be removed, as well as the 
feathers. Burnt feathers smell and the crop is full of rocks. The priest would then 
bring the blood and sprinkle it on and around the altar; then the priest would cut 
it up in pieces and lay it on the wood. Verse 9 of chapter 1 is interesting in that 
the sacrifice had to be washed inside as well as the legs. We felt this spoke of the 
inner purity of Jesus and the upright way in which He lived His life before God 
and man. It was entirely for God and a sweet-savour to Him. Matthew 3:17 says 
‘and lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased’. The highest recommendation that could be had! 

Then comes the meal offering, with its fine, ground flour with no grit or bits 
that could take an impression if pressed into. Jesus was the express image of God. 
Also, it had frankincense, salt and oil. Frankincense was all for God too.  Psalm 
45:8 (AV) says ‘All thy garments smell of myrrh and aloes, and cassia, out of the 
ivory palaces, whereby they have made thee glad’. There was no yeast involved 
for yeast speaks of sin. While the burnt sacrifice speaks of a life surrendered, we 
agreed the meal offering spoke of a life in service to God and to our neighbours, 
which is absolutely pleasing to God; and Jesus was just that. 

Jesus is our peace offering.  Romans 5:1 says ‘… justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ’; and in Ephesians 2:14, it says that Jesus is 
our peace and has taken down the wall between Jew and Gentile to make one 
new man of both. Everything is now settled between mankind and God, thanks to 
Jesus.  Jesus is our burnt, meal and peace offerings all in one. 

   Rodger Lefevre; Phil Williamson 

COMMENTS 

1. (Cromer): The primary meaning of the Hebrew word for atonement ‘kaphar’ is 
a ‘covering’, firstly seen in the ark built by Noah which was covered protectively 
within and without by pitch / bitumen (Gen. 6:14). In that same sense, the offerer 
has every right to respond to God’s call to approach Him in worship, conscious of 
his acceptance by and before God, based on his experience in Egypt, by the 
covering of the blood of the slain Passover lamb, securing his exemption from 
divine judgement (Ex. 12:13).                R.B.F.   

Note that the offerer had to ‘lay his hand upon the head of the burnt offering’. 
As with the sin offering, his identification with the burnt offering was a recognition 
that atonement involves propitiatory sacrifice whether sin is only implied, as it is 
here, or explicitly confessed, as with the sin offering goat for dismissal on the Day 
of Atonement. As a child of Adam—a sinner by nature—the offerer was an 
imperfect moral and spiritual being, and nothing less than the sacrifice of a 
perfect, innocent victim would uphold the perfect righteousness of a thrice holy 
God. When we come to the New Covenant, Romans 3 reveals why such 
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propitiation was/is necessary: ‘that he might himself be just, and the justifier of 
him that hath faith in Jesus’ (Rom. 3:25-26 RV). Having said this, we agree that the 
primary aspect of the burnt offering is that it was all for God, a sweet savour of 
Christ’s perfection and devotion, as many of our contributors have rightly said. 
Andrew Jukes sums it up well: “in the Burnt-offering He appears for us not as our 
sin bearer, but as man offering to God something which is most precious to Him. 
We have here what we may in vain search for elsewhere;—man giving to God 
what truly satisfies Him…an offering so pleasing to Him that the sweet savour of it 
satisfies Him, and will satisfy Him forever.” (The Law of the Offerings, 1847, pp. 
57-58).                      J.J. 
 
2. (Cromer): While not explicitly linked, surely what was written in significant 
detail of these matters would direct us by the Spirit of God to Romans 15:4 ‘For 
whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that 
through patience and through comfort of the Scriptures we might have hope’. 
Being also part of the writings of Moses, we could also cite the Lord’s words of 
Luke 24:27 as having some bearing on this.           R.B.F. 
 
3. (Mount Forest): We can be sure that although the Aaronic priesthood had its 
human limitations, Aaron would pay close attention to all that was done in his 
considerable and demanding responsibilities in connection with the offerings.  

   The Lord’s eternal priesthood, in contrast to that of Israel’s priesthood, ensures 
perfection in all its facets, including that to which you refer, viz. human 
deficiencies (Heb. 5:2; 7:11, 17, 21, 24, 26-27).         R.B.F. 
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Question … 
From Aberdeen: Honey and yeast were to be excluded from the meal offerings 
made by fire but were allowed to be included with the offerings of firstfruits (Lev. 
2:11-12). What might be the reason for this difference? And might honey signify 
something different from yeast? 

And Answer … 
There is no clear reason given in 
Scripture as to their absence in the 
meal offering yet accepted as 
firstfruits, just as leaven was not 
allowable in certain instances in the 
sacrifice of peace offerings with cakes 
and wafers but was so with leavened 
bread (see Lev. 7:12-13). 

Of course, leaven is often depicted 
as being figurative of sin and 

defilement (Ex. 12:15; 1 Cor. 5:7-8), 
of which there was a complete 
absence in the life of the Lord Jesus (1 
Pet. 2:22). On the other hand, both 
products contain constituents of what 
has been called ‘benign bacteria’, and 
have been described as ‘agents of 
fermentation’. Some may view this as 
worthy of some spiritual application; 
not the present writer.     R.B.F. 

 

Feature 
THE HOUSE OF GOD IN 1 & 2 CHRONICLES (Part 2) 
The House of the Lord - a Place of Responsibility 
Levites, princes and priests of Israel were assembled together by David and his son 
Solomon, who was now king, to be assigned positions of responsibility in the 
kingdom. 24,000 Levites were to supervise the work of the house of the Lord, 
6,000 to be judges and administrators, 4,000 doorkeepers/attendants, and 4,000 
ordained to orchestrate the praise of the Lord. Now that the temple was about to 
be constructed, the Levites were no longer required to look after the 
transportation of the portable tabernacle with all its utensils and materials. Their 
duties now would consist mainly of being a strong support unit for the sons of 
Aaron in the carrying out of a wide range of priestly tasks (1 Chr. 23:1-
5,26,28,32). 
   In the work of the house of God today there is no lack of opportunity to be 
engaged in God’s work in many different ways. The qualifications and work of 
oversight and deaconship are well accounted for in 1 Timothy 3:1-10, 12-13, but 
all saints can find a place and time for the exercise of individual gifts that benefit 
the whole the whole community of God’s people (1 Cor.12:4-7; Rom. 12:6-8, 11; 
1 Pet. 4:10) 
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The House of the Lord – a Place of Giving 
Solomon’s temple was not only costly in its building but was to be the location for 
treasures that were carefully preserved and guarded, having been donated and 
dedicated by David, the heads of families, and military officers of the nation who 
had willingly given to the Lord’s work the spoil of victorious battles. We also 
discover the well-known names of others who gave generously - a prophet, a king, 
and two outstanding army leaders, viz. Samuel, Saul, Abner and Joab (1 Chr. 
26:20, 26-28).       
   Certain Levites would have additional responsibilities in treasure-keeping within 
the temple, while some dealt with ‘outside business’ in connection with other 
nations. They are described in their business activities and conduct as men of 
valour (vv. 29, 31-32). In our day and time of service in God’s house the 
opportunity to help and assist the expansion of God’s kingdom by financial giving, 
as God provides, is something that is acknowledged now and will be rewarded in 
eternity (1 Cor. 9:11-14; 2 Cor. 8:7; 9:7-15). 

The House of the Lord – a Place of Succession 
God’s ways are not always our ways, for who would have thought that of David’s 
many sons it would be Solomon, the child borne by Bathsheba, after her marriage 
to the king, who would be chosen by God to succeed him on the throne and have 
the high honour of building God’s house of that day (1 Chr. 28:5-7)? The line of 
succession had been in God’s plan all along and David prepared the ground for all 
that Solomon had to do to ensure the prosperity of the kingdom. He would have 
to get his priorities right, setting aside time to spend in communion with his God, 
making sure his heart was in the right place, and concentrating his mind on doing 
that which was pleasing to the Lord. All this was witnessed by the whole 
congregation of Israel (1 Chr. 28:8-10). 
   From there, David presented his son with the blueprint for the project that was 
now in Solomon’s hands, as helped by the Spirit of God. Courage and 
commitment were imperative from the heir to the throne (vv. 11-12,19).    
   The matter of passing on the baton of spiritual responsibility to others following 
in the way of truth is vital in our day. Such a burden gripped the apostle Paul as 
shown in his words to his child in the faith, Timothy, urging him to abide in the 
things which he had learned, first from his mother and grandmother, then by able 
teachers of the Word in three churches of God in the south-west region of Turkey, 
and by Paul himself. The scriptural pattern for divine service in the house of God 
today, ‘was once for all delivered unto the saints’ (Jude 3), and remains 
unchanged since the days of the New Testament churches (cf. Acts 16:1-2; 2 Tim. 
1:5,13; 2:2; 3:14-15). 
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The House of the Lord – a Place of Affection              
God’s new dwelling-place meant everything to David and he expended every 
effort to make it the very best of buildings, not only being meticulous as to its 
design, as given by God, but also contributing so much of his own personal 
treasure to its magnificence. For David, this was the culminating attainment of all 
his hopes and aspirations (1 Chr. 29:2-3).  
   As a result of his open and obvious enjoyment and enthusiasm in all that was 
going on, the princes of the nation, military commanders and regional governors 
likewise willingly gave of their own resources and wealth. This, in turn, produced a 
wonderful response of further giving from all the people. Everything that had taken 
place was attributed to the Lord and His wondrous doings (vv. 6-7,9,14,16).  
   David’s attitude to and activity in seeking to build a house for the Lord, where 
He could dwell among His chosen people, is beautifully summed up in his words 
in Psalm 26:8 and 27:4: ‘LORD, I love the habitation of thy house, And the place 
where Thy glory dwelleth’; and, ‘One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I 
seek after; That I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to 
behold the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire in His temple’. May that be our 
refrain too. 

2 CHRONICLES 
There are quite a number of parallel passages in this book with those of 1 & 2 
Kings, of course, one such being 2 Chronicles 1:7-12 with 1 Kings 3:5-14, but 
here and there we locate additional information that can be of interest and 
encouragement.    

   When contact was initiated between Hiram king of Tyre and Solomon king of 
Israel, as recorded in 2 Chronicles 2:3-9, we have far more details of the dialogue 
and correspondence than is documented in 1 Kings 5:3-7. Solomon expresses 
these words in the former quotation: ‘the house which I build is great: for great is 
our God above all gods’ (v. 5); and ‘the house which I am about to build shall be 
wonderful great’ (v. 9). That’s important to note, for it gives good insight into the 
deep feelings in Solomon’s heart for God’s dwelling-place on earth.  Another point 
to highlight in 2 Chronicles 3:6 is the overlaying / covering of the whole temple 
with beautiful precious stones. This fact is not present in the book of 1 Kings. 

R.B.Fullarton, Bathgate 
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But in these sacrifices there is a reminder of
sins every year. For it is impossible for the

blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. '
(Hebrews 10:3-9 ESV)
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