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Introducing . . . July
THE EXPANDING, DEFENDING AND CONSOLIDATING
OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST
Six times in the first chapter of this
wonderful letter from the apostle Paul
to the church of God in Philippi,
reference is made to the good news of
salvation – the gospel of God’s Son,
the Saviour of the world (vv. 5, 7, 12,
16, 27 - twice in last mentioned
verse). It is nothing less and nothing
more than the powerful proclamation
and truthful declaration of what He
has triumphantly accomplished in His
work on earth, culminating in His
exclamatory cry of victory –
‘tetelestai’, one word in Greek,
translated by three words in the
English language as ‘It is finished’! He
was in full control of all that took
place as shown in His final action at
the end - ‘yielding up His spirit’ to
God the Father (Mat. 27:50; Luke
23:46; John 19:30).

The gospel message, prayed for,
printed, or preached, introduces an

element of sharing and enjoying
something that is so very special with
others linked with us in divine
testimony, by:

1. Standing boldly defending and
asserting its revelation from God’s
word (see vv. 5, 7 & 16);

2. Endeavouring, as messengers, to
give it a place of priority in our living
day by day (v. 12);

3. Seeking to ensure our lives
behaviourally are in consonance with
the purity and simplicity of its message
of light and love that will bring others
to the Saviour (v. 27).

Yes, there will be reproach.
Sometimes the heat of hostility will
have to be faced, or the chilliness of
indifference will blow hard, but
anything we suffer for Him and the
gospel’s sake, will be well worth it
eternally (v. 29). R.B.F.

From Study Groups . . .
THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL (PHILIPPIANS 1)

From Buckhaven: Paul was a prisoner when he wrote his appreciative letter. It
looks like Epaphroditus had made the journey from Greece to Italy with a number
of items gifted by the saints in Philippi; such that Paul wrote, ‘I have all things,
and abound: I am filled, having received from Epaphroditus the things that came
from you ...’ (Phil. 4:18 RV). The ‘bonds’ Paul mentions have to do with ‘the whole
praetorian guard’ (1:13). Yet, even in captivity, Paul retains ‘joy’ in his
supplications for the Philippian church (v. 4). He confidently looks to the Lord
with expectancy that through the Philippians’ supplication there will come about
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salvation (i.e., a salvation from his present imprisoned situation), so he writes,
‘through your supplication and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ ... Christ
shall be magnified in my body, whether by life, or by death’ (1:19-20).

Paul was experiencing the path marked out for him in accordance with the
word made known to Ananias at the time of Paul’s conversion when the Lord
disclosed, ‘For I will show him how many things he must suffer for my name’s
sake’ (Acts 9:16). As a true disciple of the Lord Jesus, Paul faced and embraced
the path laid out for him in the attitude of disciples of earlier days who rejoiced
that they were ‘counted worthy to suffer dishonour for the Name’ (Acts 5:41). Paul
advised the Philippians that it had been granted to them, ‘in the behalf of Christ,
not only to believe on Him, but also to suffer in His behalf’ (Phil. 1: 29). This casts
our minds to the confirming word Paul spoke to the new converts in Lystra,
Iconium and Antioch (cities of Asia Minor), ‘that through many tribulations we
must enter into the kingdom of God’ (Acts 14:22). The path laid out for us, as
disciples, will contain ‘tribulations’ in whatever measure our Heavenly Father
arranges for our pilgrimage. The goal before both Paul and the Philippians—
indeed before all disciples down the centuries is to fix our sights on being ‘richly
supplied’ with ‘the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ’ (2 Pet. 1: 10). James Johnson

From Cromer: Paul was confident in the perseverance of the saints in Philippi
because he knew them. They must have heard of Paul’s own reputation in
persistence in proclaiming the gospel in spite of opposition when they appealed
to him ‘come over to Macedonia and help us’ (Acts 16:9) through a dream. There
are a number of instances of God speaking to people through dreams in Scripture;
does he still do so? [It would be very difficult to say this pertains today when we
have the word of God as the direct revelation to us of His will – R.B.F.]. If someone
has a particular matter on his unconscious mind God may use this to bring the
thought to his conscious attention [Comment 1].

A conscience void of offence O.E.D. defines ‘conscience’ as a sense of right or
wrong; but it needs to be informed. A good instance of this is Paul’s statement
before the council (Acts 23:1 ESV) ‘Brothers, I have lived my life before God in
all good conscience up to this day’. In fact, he had been persecuting Christians,
sincerely believing that he was doing the will of God (22:1-5). But God had to
reinstruct his conscience by his experience on the Damascus road (22:6-8). There
Jesus revealed himself to Paul, who realised that what he previously did with a
good conscience was wrong, and his moral compass needed to be reorientated.

Approving the things that are excellent This goes beyond simply refraining from
things which might offend the conscience but includes a way of life and a
character which is positively Christlike (Phil. 1:27), giving an example to others.
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Preaching from ‘envy’ and ‘rivalry’ (1:15) Those who did not understand that in
Jesus all the promises made by God to his people were fulfilled continued to
preach the requisites of the Old Covenant, resulting in division and even riots.
Paul several times found himself in prison because of his preaching [Comment 2].

To me to live is Christ These words might be a summary of Paul's life. Ananias
was told, in spite of his fears, that ‘he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my
name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel’, and we owe to
Paul most of the New Testament writings. Peter Hickling

From Glasgow: Paul’s confidence that the Philippians will continue to spread the
gospel (Phil. 1:1-8) Paul’s assurance was based on the people in the church
having been ready to tell others about salvation in Jesus from their first grasp of
their deliverance through His sacrifice of Himself on the cross from the burden of
their sins, they would have told also of the condemnation that a righteous God
must declare, and the judgement to come, for sinners who do not repent and
believe in His Son (John 3:18, Acts 24:25). Lydia was ‘a worshipper of God’ (Acts
16:14 NIV), the phrase indicating that she was not Jewish but was attracted to
worship of the one God of Judaism, the high standards of conduct taught by the
Law, and the blessings promised to those who set themselves to be faithful.
Compare Cornelius, ‘devout and God-fearing’, who ‘gave generously to those in
need, and prayed to God regularly’ (Acts 10:1-2; cp. 13:26). We reason that the
other women at the place of prayer outside the city were Jewish (lacking the ten
men required for a synagogue)—else why would Lydia be specially described as
worshipping God? When the Lord opened her heart, she and her household were
baptised, and she invited Paul, Silas (15:40), Timothy, (16:1-4), Luke (v.10—‘we’),
and probably other companions (v.6) to stay at her house. Such a persuasive
woman would surely speak to others in the city with openhearted appeal about
Jesus fulfilling the prophecies of Christ that were quoted, or perhaps read by
herself, in scrolls the prayer group had secured.

The girl who shouted ‘These men … are telling you the way to be saved’ (v.17),
may have been taken into the care of those who were baptised, and taught how
Jesus could be her Saviour. Then hearing Paul and Silas encourage them after their
experiences in prison (v.40), would she not be eager to tell her story?

The jailor was prevented from killing himself by Paul’s words (v.28), and was
shown the way of salvation from God’s judgement for sin through believing in
Jesus. He would remember how his fear of the magistrates hearing about the two
prisoners freed from the inner cell, with all the others, became the far greater
concern about judgement for his sins, and how Paul and Silas ‘spoke the word of
the Lord to him and all the others in his house’ (vv.29-32). The preachers would
see in the jailor’s care for their wounds, and in his helpers, and their
responsiveness to the message and the call to be baptised, that all present were
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ready to follow Jesus as Lord, and to hear more about belonging to a church of
God. After the baptisms, and the meal served with such joy in believing, this
development from their prayers would assure Paul that those converts would
continue in witness.

Further, Paul and his companions would doubtless teach those and others
during ‘many days’ (v.18), by their example and instruction, how to engage with
others and make disciples for God’s dwelling-place (Eph. 2:20-22, 1 Pet. 2:2-10).

Martin Archibald

From Melbourne: Paul wrote this letter of thanks from a prison in Rome [See
Question & Answer]. During this difficult period, he received a generous gift from
the church in Philippi. This gift was delivered by Epaphroditus, who remained
with Paul to tend to his needs (Phil. 2:25). Epaphroditus became gravely ill, nearly
dying as a result, but through God’s mercy, he was restored to health, enabling
him to return to his home assembly and deliver Paul’s letter of thanks. It had been
around ten years since Paul’s response to the Macedonian call, where he
witnessed Lydia, the seller of purple, become the first convert to Christianity in
Europe and established the first church of God on the continent, in Philippi. This
church held a special place in Paul’s heart, as demonstrated by the affectionate
and joyful tone throughout his letter – a testament to his deep love for the saints
there.

Paul’s confidence in the Philippian believers to continue sharing the gospel is
clear from this letter. In the first chapter, he expresses gratitude for their
partnership in the gospel ‘from the first day until now’ (Phil. 1:5 NKJV). He further
assures them in verse 6 that ‘He who began a good work in you will complete it
until the day of Jesus Christ.’ Paul’s assurance comes from the evidence of their
Christlike conduct and the love and kindness they had consistently shown. He
specifically refers to their fellowship, which points to their mutual partnership and
cooperation in the truth of the gospel. Paul recognised their faithfulness in
declaring the whole counsel of God, as also referenced in Acts 20:27.

This fellowship was displayed by the gift they sent, their prayers, their affection
and tenderness towards Paul, and their unity in proclaiming the gospel. They held
firmly to ‘the faith once and for all delivered to the saints’ (Jude 3) and
demonstrated steadfast confidence and rejoicing of their hope, firm to the end
(Heb. 3:6). Paul, by example, showed them what it meant to declare the whole
counsel of the God without fear (Acts 20:27).

Paul himself had always excelled in whatever he did from his early days as a
Pharisee to his calling as an ambassador for Christ. He instructed the Philippians
to ‘approve’, that is, to test, examine, and discern – the things which are excellent,
which he described as the whole counsel of God. This echoed the Lord’s teaching
to the disciples about the things concerning the kingdom of God (Acts 1:3).
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The preaching of the gospel ‘Christ and Him crucified’, as Paul frequently
emphasised, focused on his message which also included repentance from sin,
salvation through Christ, baptism by immersion, being added to a church of God,
and the fruitful walk of discipleship in God’s house. The final verse in Acts (28:31)
describes Paul as ‘preaching the kingdom of God and teaching the things which
concern the Lord Jesus Christ’. To the Philippians, Paul stressed the importance of
not losing sight of, diminishing, or watering down the things that are excellent –
the complete counsel of God and the incomparable worthiness of our Lord Jesus
Christ. Ron Busby

From Mount Forest: There is an evident importance in this short epistle to the
Philippians to matters concerning the gospel. ‘Gospel’ is mentioned explicitly 9
times; 6 in this first chapter alone. Another vital topic is being united as an
assembly, working humbly and well together for the Lord (esp. Phil. chap. 2 &
4:1-2). Perhaps that dual focus may help explain the opening address in which no
one is excluded: ‘to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with the
overseers and deacons’ (Gk. diakonos).

Here in Philippians, maybe we can see diakonosespecially in a gospel work
context, and thus corresponding to the descriptions of needed roles in Ephesians
4:11. There the ongoing gifts of church leadership (apostles and prophets having
served their foundational purpose when the new covenant Scriptures were
completed) were: (1) evangelists, and (2) shepherds/teachers. We may be sure (2)
describes the important role of an overseer, the term used in Philippians 1:1. So,
are the ‘evangelists’ in Ephesians 4:11 called ‘deacons’ in Philippians? [Comment
3]. The specific mention of overseers and deacons here matches Paul’s
terminology writing to Timothy (1 Tim. 3:1-13). And there, the high expectations
of deacons are very appropriate for evangelical ministry. From mention of
Timothy’s gospel work in Philippians 2:22 we can flip to 2 Timothy 4:5, where
Paul says to Timothy: ‘do the work of an evangelist, fulfil your ministry (and
‘ministry’ is a good translation for Greek diakonia: deacon work here) [Doing the
work of an evangelist is different from having the gift of God’s calling as an
evangelist – R.B.F.].

It has long been debated what the role of deacons primarily involves. If the
overseer/shepherd is primarily related to work within the flock, is not the
deacon/evangelist performing the vital role of the church in its outward ministry
of the gospel? [The ‘outward ministry’ of the gospel is the responsibility of all in
the church, including overseers – Eds.].

The Philippian assembly needed to work together, under the leadership of
overseers and deacons (ministers), growing in strength internally but also in public
witness. Without evangelism, churches of God will die out, and to be effective in
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evangelism, the risen Christ has given to His body, the church, the gift of
evangelists, a gift to be desired in every church of God [Comment 4].

As far as we know, the gospel was first preached in Europe when Paul came
to Philippi, after direction through a God-given vision (Acts 16:9-34), and the first
notable converts were Lydia and the jailor. These new saints evidently had very
different backgrounds, but believed the same gospel. That in itself can be a
directionally unifying force (e.g. Gal. 3:26-28; Eph. 4:1-6). If we want to unite
diverging saints, we shall find taking them back to the Cross is necessary.
Philippian saints knew first-hand that Paul was Christlike in his readiness to risk
his life in the preaching of the gospel. They and others that formed the church
were encouraged to be imitators of Paul (Phil. 1:5-7; 3:17), including his self-
sacrificial labours in the gospel. The Philippian assembly became notable for its
generosity (Phil. 4:15-16), and Paul’s desire was for them to be notable too in
unitedly ‘standing firm … for the faith of the gospel’ (Phil. 1:27). As we read further
through the epistle, the need for pastoral care to maintain humility and unity will
become evident, alongside the life-or-death need for faithful evangelism.

Geoff Hydon

From Surulere: It is a distinct wonderment to behold a confident disposition
suffusing with incandescent hues a gloom cloaked environment. Such confidence
is anchored on verities beyond the ken and clime of mortals. It is this resplendent
radiance of ethereal dimensions that we confront in the seemingly lonesome, yet
animated prisoner held by the power of Rome. Paul replied, ‘Short time or long-I
pray to God that not only you but all who are listening to me today may become
what I am, except for these chains’ (Acts 26:29 NIV).

We live in a convoluted world where power is measured in terms of money,
fame and physical might. Yet the trash heap of history bears poignant reminder of
the transience of power and its trappings: ‘… that the Most High is sovereign over
all kingdoms on earth and gives them to anyone He wishes and sets over them
the lowliest of people’ (Dan. 4:17).

The Philippians had been privileged through the apostle’s ministry to have a
glimpse of what real and untrammelled power is: it is the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
No doubt they must have heard Paul declare as he wrote to the Christians in
Rome: ‘For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that
brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile’
(Rom. 1:16). They had witnessed in the life and conduct of the Lord’s own servant
the liberating power of the gospel of Jesus; that could not be fettered by chains or
sword.

The Philippians had arrived at their own cherished conclusion about the
authenticity and centrality of this gospel. They accordingly were not only
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believers in Christ but the Holy Spirit graciously raised their profile to become
partners with Paul in its exuberant dissemination.

Those who have entered within the veil and beheld the excellencies of Him
who called us out of darkness into His marvellous light (1 Pet.2:9), need little or
no persuasion to persist in and propagate the joyful gospel of the Saviour, the Lord
Jesus. We see here a sublime convergence of confidences by both the apostle Paul
and the Philippians. Paul was confident in their knowledge and appreciation of
the gospel and they were rooted in their conviction of its truth and transcendent
power.

There are fewer sights more gladdening and heartwarming than to observe the
dogged loyalty of young converts to a faithful proclamation of the gospel. It is this
that often makes the hard labour somewhat trifling: to know that one’s spiritual
children are walking in and working faithfully for the advancement of the good
news in its entirety (3 John 4). Fred Ntido

From Victoria BC: Paul wrote to the Philippians eleven years after planting the
church there. He was writing from a Roman prison awaiting vindication and
relief. He includes Timothy, his true child in the faith (1 Tim. 1:1) in his address
to the saints. We all could see in verse 6, Paul’s confidence in knowing that God
had started a work in them and this would continue until the day of Jesus Christ,
when He comes for His own. Paul says in verse 4 that he prays for them with joy,
which is a wonderful testimony about the Philippians.

Paul mentions in verses 9-10 that he wanted them to have more knowledge of
the Word and this would lead to having good judgement and being able to
approve what is right in spiritual things; also having spiritual discernment in holy,
blameless living, loving the saints, and possessing courage and humility in sharing
the gospel, which according to verse 5 is one of the aspects of ‘fellowship’ we
also do collectively. Paul wanted the saints to have the fruit of the Spirit like the
Galatians which links in with verse 11, being filled with the fruits of righteousness.
We each will have a time before the Lord at His judgement seat, and we should
want to foster a sincere Christian life void of offence to the Lord. If we’re not
careful, we may, without realizing it, just start going through the motions, and
maybe even slip into a double life, acting one way in church and another way in
the rest of our life. Numbers 32:23 says, ‘be sure, your sin will find you out.’
Instead, we should not forsake going to church (Heb. 10:25), or we miss out on
being exhorted. Verse 9 of chapter 4 says we are to ‘do’ what we have learned
from scripture and from mature saints. We should be praying without ceasing, we
should visit orphans and seniors. We should read our bibles every day to show
ourselves approved of God, workmen not needing to be ashamed. Our thoughts
should be in line with Philippians 4:8, dwelling on things that are uplifting and
encouraging, not sinking into worry or fretting about what is happening in the
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world. God’s word has everything we need to be equipped for this new life in
Christ.

Paul mentions the preaching of the Lord Jesus. He indicates some do it with
sincere motives, while others preach from vainglory, wanting their name
advanced over Paul. Corinth struggled with that too, leading to factions. Paul
wasn’t concerned about himself. If someone wanted the glory of being known as
a preacher surpassing Paul, that was fine. He just loved the idea that Jesus was,
whether in pretence or truth, being preached, so he rejoiced in that. Paul reminds
the saints that we aren’t to worry about adversaries. 2 Corinthians 2:15-16 says to
some we are the savour of life, and to others, of death, so we determine to follow
our Great Shepherd and honour Him as Son over God’s house. Rodger Lefevre

COMMENTS
1. (Cromer): There are accounts of Muslims, in Islamic regimes where the witness
of gospel preachers is banned, turning to Christ as a result of a dream or vision in
which they report having seen the Lord Jesus or a figure representing Him. It seems
to me, that to souls in such spiritual darkness, who sincerely seek Truth, God in
His grace may give them such a convincing revelation of the reality of divine love,
that it enables them to escape the clutches of Satan and put their trust in Christ.
But the fact that God sometimes makes such exceptions to seeking souls in
jurisdictions where Christian evangelism is brutally suppressed, does not in any
way diminish our responsibility to witness to our fellow men. J.J.

2. (Cromer): While that is true it is not the theme here. Here the theme is those
who ‘preach Christ from envy’, seeing successful outcomes in gospel preaching
which they wish to have also. It is also those who ‘preach Christ from rivalry’
wanting to be more successful than other gospel preachers especially Paul.
‘Successful’ would have to do with power, influence, prestige and the like. See
the Victoria B.C. paper third paragraph. P.D.

3. (Mount Forest): The gift of the evangelist has specifically to do with the
preaching of the gospel and leading souls to Christ. A fine example is Philip,
designated an ‘evangelist’ (Acts 21:8), whose story is told in Acts 8:12-13,26-40.
He was directed by the Spirit of God to the Gazan desert where he was
instrumental in the Ethiopian Chancellor of the Exchequer embracing the truths
of salvation and baptism. Deaconship is not a distinct gift as is the case with an
evangelist. It has more to do with local church responsibilities. R.B.F.

4. (Mount Forest): This paragraph summarises the matter well. You raise
interesting points in the previous paragraphs but this paragraph is the best
response to the points raised in those. P.D.
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In Acts 6, when the number of disciples multiplied and the twelve were in
danger of being sidetracked by vital but mundane tasks, they appointed men such
as Stephen to attend to those practical tasks, because their main task was to fulfil
the ‘great commission’ of the Lord Jesus in Matthew 28: to preach, to teach, to
make disciples. This is what motivated them to ‘continue steadfastly in prayer,
and in the ministry of the word’ (Acts 6:4).

As you rightly observe, evangelical gospel outreach and the ‘heralding’ of the
message of life to an unsaved audience is essential if the churches of God are to
survive. While all of us are responsible to witness to our fellows, leaders also need
to particularly encourage those whom the Holy Spirit has gifted as evangelists,
(since ‘everyman ministry’ is just as unscriptural as ‘one man ministry’!) As
individual saints, we then need to get behind the outreach efforts of our leaders,
for if there is no collective appetite for what used to be called ‘aggressive work’
we cannot expect blessing. But when brethren work together in unity, the Lord
commands His blessing. (Psalm 133). J.J.

Question . . .
From Cromer: The letter to the Philippians was written when Paul was in prison,
but where? It is commonly attributed to his Roman imprisonment, but
commentators sometimes suggest Ephesus. What do editors think about this?

. . . Answer
‘… in prisons more abundantly …’ (2 Cor. 11:23). Perhaps more than any other
apostle, or saint, the apostle Paul was very familiar with the harshness of
imprisonment, which began long before he became an inmate himself, with his
fanatical campaign of terror against women as well as men who professed the
name of Christ (Acts 22:4;26:10; 913).

We cannot be absolutely sure of the exact location of the prison/s from which
he sent his letters to churches. It would seem most likely to many that the letter to
the Philippians would be from Ephesus or Rome, but with the mention of the
Praetorian guard as a whole being aware of this notable prisoner (Phil. 1:13), as
they would have a ‘presence’ in most of the prisons in the Roman Empire, the fact
remains that Paul made the best use of whatever circumstances had befallen him.

R.B.F.

A BS editorial in February 2002 identifies that circumstantially a letter from
Paul to Philippi from imprisonment in Ephesus seems more likely than a letter
from imprisonment in Rome to Philippi. But the writer (PLH) points out that ‘The
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major objection to this hypothesis is simply the silence of Acts on any Ephesian
imprisonment’.

Tom Wright, the author of ‘Paul. A Biography’ (SPCK 2018), points to Paul’s
request for a guest room in verse 22 of the letter to Philemon as indicative of the
possibility of an imprisonment in Ephesus. In page 240 he writes: ‘Other than
[possibly – my addition P.D.) Ephesus, the only places where we know Paul was
in prison are Caesarea [see Acts 23-26) and Rome. When he was in Caesarea, he
had already said farewell to the churches around the Aegean shoreline. When he
was in Rome, he was intent on going further west, to Spain. Even if he had
changed his plans (in either case - my summary of the text P.D.) it is not likely
that his primary destination would have been a small town up the Lycus valley’.

It is all as Tom Wrght points out on Page 239 ‘guesswork’ but if one allows the
possibility of an Ephesian imprisonment one allows for the possibility of Ephesian
imprisonment epistle-writing, and the debate really centres around the
circumstantial probabilities of such an imprisonment. P.D.

From what I have read, the Prætorian guard was largely based in or around Rome.
Their primary task was to act as bodyguards of the emperor and senior military
commanders. Coupling this with verse 13 and with Paul's reference to ‘Caesar’s
household’ in Philippians 4:22, I incline to the view that Paul wrote the letter
while imprisoned at Rome. J.J.

Feature
THE HOUSE OF GOD IN 1 & 2 THESSALONIANS
Introduction to 1 Thessalonians

The first letter of the apostle Paul to the church of God in Thessalonica is generally
accepted to have been written around 51-52 A.D. It was a city strategically
situated by the Aegean Sea in the region of Macedonia, Greece, and not far in
distance from fellow churches of God in Philippi and Beroea. The names of
Silvanus / aka Silas, and Timothy also appear in the opening salutation, though
the authorship is clearly Paul’s. Not long after they had established a wonderful
work of God in Thessalonica, the three evangelists were compelled to move on
in their travels when opposition arose from the jealously of certain Jews (Acts
17:1-10).

An Exemplary Church of God, Active in the Lord’s Work

The church there very quickly established a growing reputation in their witness-
bearing of the gospel of Christ throughout Greece and as far as Israel (1 Thes. 1:5-
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8). Having accepted the message of the gospel despite persecution, they followed
the lead given by the three missionaries of the gospel and ministers of God’s truth
among them, as they beheld their way of life in the service of God.

Tender care and true-hearted love was sincerely shown by the apostles for
those many men and women who by faith accepted and treasured the preaching
and teaching of the word of God, especially by Paul and Silas. That love is
emphasised by the analogy of which Paul wrote, viz., the deep devotion of a nurse
bonding with her own child. So should it be in the spiritual sphere. They were so
involved on a personal scale with every convert, again drawing on another
comparison of a father totally concerned with the growth and development of his
very own son (Acts 17:4; 1 Thes. 2:7-8,11).

This church of God very quickly became a role model to other churches of
God, as far away as Israel, in their willingness to bear reproach for the sake of the
Saviour, and valued being linked with them in the one Fellowship of Churches of
God belonging to the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ, worldwide (2:14).

An Exemplary Servant of God

How fortunate in God’s grace, with Paul and Silas in need of time and rest to be
taken in Athens after relocating from Thessalonica to Beroea, (where they suffered
further harassment from Jews and threats of physical violence from rabble rousers
rounded up by Jews), Timothy was commissioned to spend time in Thessalonica
comforting the saints in this new church of God. They also had endured
persecution, and he was able to assure them that what they experienced was clear
evidence of God’s work in them. Consequently, on his return to the apostles, he
gladly reported their abiding faith, continuing love for the Lord, and deep longing
for Paul and Silas to visit again (Acts 17:5, 10,13,; 1 Thes. 3:1-4,6).

Introduction to 2 Thessalonians

This second letter from the apostle Paul appears to have been written shortly after
the first one, perhaps a year or two later.

Dedication to the Advancement of the Kingdom of God

It is fascinating to discover the evident progress of the Thessalonian saints in the
church of God in Thessalonica, tested and proven in their maturing faith and
developing care and affection for each other. They stood steadfast in testimony
together with other churches of God in different locations throughout various
countries at that time, unitedly forming the kingdom of God. Their reputation in
remaining firm and resolute in the service for the Lord Jesus, despite severe
opposition and physical affliction from non-believers, was widely held in high
esteem (2 Thes. 1:3-5).

R.B. Fullarton, Bathgate.
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