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Introducing . . .        July 

GOD’S FAITHFULNESS IN DIFFICULT TIMES 

  Even in the darkest days, God remains 
faithful to those who honour Him, 
bringing encouragement and relief from 
the most unlikely sources. Friends in 
Mount Forest discuss how it could have 
been that Nebuzaradan knew of the 
word the Lord had spoken through 
Jeremiah. We might also wonder why 
Nebuchadnezzar, in the immediacy of 
his victory, should pause to care for 
Jeremiah (Jer. 39:11-12). Yet he did, 
and by him God’s faithful prophet who 
had suffered so much at the hands of 
his own people was afforded relief by 
the hands of an enemy. 

  Ebed-melech, too, was not forgotten. 
We remember that kindly man for his 
rescue of Jeremiah from the cistern. He 
had brought rags and old clothes to 
ease Jeremiah’s pain from the ropes 
tearing into his arms as he was pulled 
from the mud. Under Ebed-melech’s 

direction, Jeremiah was not only saved, 
b u t k i n d l y s a v e d ; a n d h i s 
thoughtfulness was not overlooked: ‘I 
will deliver you on that day, declares 
the LORD … I will surely save you … 
because you have put your trust in 
me’ (Jer. 39:16-18). 

  Many parts of the world today reflect 
the conditions in which Jeremiah found 
himself. The word of God is lightly 
esteemed, human government is 
unstable and many suffer persecution 
for the sake of the Name. But God 
does not forget His own. He cares for 
those who stand for Him, and He 
delivers those who trust in Him. That 
was something else the sons of Korah 
knew, and this time nothing had 
changed by the passage of time: ‘God 
is our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in trouble’ (Ps. 46:1). 

J.T.N. 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From Study Groups . . . 

BLESSING THAT COMES FROM OBEDIENCE TO GOD’S WORD 
(Jeremiah 39-41) 

From Aberdeen:  Ebed-melech, the Ethiopian eunuch, trusted in the Lord. His faith 
in God was greater than his fear of men. On the surface we may be afraid and 
anxious, but in our hearts we may be trusting in God’s providential care. The Lord 
told Ebed-melech that he would not be delivered into the hands of the men of 
whom he was afraid. God looked on Ebed-melech’s heart and said, ‘Thou hast put 
thy trust in me’ (Jer. 39:18 RV). Certainly our sincere desire is always to trust in God 
rather than be overcome by natural fears and anxieties. But God knows our hearts, 
knows all about our waverings and doubtings. Through all adversity and difficulty 
God searches our hearts and sees when we trust Him. The heart surely is deceitful 
above all things. Who except God can know our hearts (Jer. 17:9)? 

  Paul realised it was necessary to leave the assessment of his lifework to God. And 
after Peter was restored from that night of denials he said to Jesus, ‘Lord, thou 
knowest all things’ (John 21:17). 

 James Johnson 

From Aberkenfig: In happier days, the sons of Korah had made Jerusalem their 
song: ‘Walk about Zion, go around her, number her towers, consider well her 
ramparts, go through her citadels, that you may tell the next generation that this is 
God, our God forever and ever’ (Ps. 48:12-14 ESV). At her beauty, foreign kings 
were astounded, for ‘within her citadels God has made himself known as a 
fortress’ (v.3). 

  Those days must have seemed a distant memory when, 18 months into 
Nebuchadnezzar’s siege, the wall was breached and the city fell (Jer. 39:1-4). 
Under cover of darkness, the king abandoned his people, only to be captured and 
transported, mutilated and in chains, to Babylon. The nobles were executed and 
the people exiled. All that once had been secure, standing as a testimony to the 
greatness of God, had been swept away. The city lay in ruins and its government in 
chaos.  

  Obedience  God has made it clear that He will not be messed around with His 
word will surely come to pass; what He has said stands. Having been commanded  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to ‘go and utterly destroy Amalek’, Saul only partially obeyed, and God had to say 
to Saul through Samuel: ’Behold to obey is better than sacrifice, and to harken than 
the fat of rams ...’  (1 Sam. 15:22). 

  Scripture but four times shows how Jerusalem was captured (2 Kin. 25; 2 Chron. 
36; Jer. 39 and 52) albeit with similar but different details. We have such scriptures 
as Job 33:14 and Psalm 62:11 confirming that although God speaks more than 
once and man chooses to disregard it, God is still in control. 

  Jeremiah, Baruch, and Ebed-melech were among those who were regarded as 
‘low risk’ of causing any problem for Babylon and were counted with the poor of 
the land. The portion of 39:15-18 logically follows on after 38:28 to be strictly in 
chronological order, when Jeremiah had spoken privately with Zedekiah. At a 
critical time Ebed-melech had protested successfully to the king about the 
conditions of Jeremiah’s imprisonment. For this act, courageous as it was (38:9, he 
was assured of future security. This was conveyed to him by Jeremiah: ‘I will surely 
save thee ... because thou hast put thy trust in me’ (v.18). We are reminded of the 
situation of the Philippian jailor, to whom Paul and Silas could say in Acts 16:30-31, 
‘Believe on the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be saved’. 

  God’s overruling can be seen in that Nebuzaradan, the captain of the guard, said 
to Jeremiah when he loosed the chains from his hands, ‘The LORD thy God 
pronounced this evil upon this place ... because ye have sinned against the 
LORD’ (40:1-4). The commander undertook to care for Jeremiah should he accept 
the offer to go to Babylon. Surely this would add to his status in his own city? But 
Jeremiah chose to stay in Judea and was given quantities of food and a present, the 
latter being what we take to be a token of esteem from the Babylonian commander
—so different from the way the Lord was treated, e.g. Mat. 13:57-58 and many 
other scriptures [Comment 1]. 

Bill Paterson 

From Belfast:  The poor—related to us?  Jeremiah, Baruch, Ebed-melech provide 
an amazing contrast to most caught up in the siege and consequent destruction of 
Jerusalem. One did not have to be famous or a prophet to receive God’s grace in 
the midst of judgement, for it was also extended to a Gentile man excluded from 
the Temple, who trusted God. Though the destruction of Jerusalem was certain, so 
was the deliverance of the man who rescued the prophet of God and who put his 
trust in God. It took a lot of courage for Ebed-melech to oppose the princes of 
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Judah and appeal the king’s decision (Jer. 38:7), but that risk and courage was 
rewarded. 

  Of Ebed-melech, we can notice that it says nothing of the heroism, the 
compassion, or the resourcefulness of his rescue-operation, outstanding though 
these were: only of the faith in God that was the mainspring of them all’ (Kidner). 

 Jeremiah 40:7 interprets the label ‘poorest of the land’ to bring hope to the 
remnant and to try to persuade them to a redeemed life under Babylonian rule. 
This allusion to the ‘poorest of the land’ acknowledges the tragedy of the loss of 
Zion, yet also gives an underlying hint of future restoration in line with Jeremiah’s 
overarching message of hope. Jeremiah takes up the phrase ‘poorest of the land’ to 
express hope and restoration. This matches the overall theme within Jeremiah of 
tearing, uprooting, destroying, overthrowing, then building and planting (Jer. 1:10). 
Although not using the precise phrase ‘poorest of the land’, a preceding passage 
uses the image of poverty to present a similar hopeful picture for the remnant. 
Jeremiah 39:10 advocates a renewed life in exile under Gedaliah where he makes 
the poor people not just vinedressers and tillers, but owners of land. Leuchter 
points out that the events follow the same order in both Jeremiah 40 and 
Deuteronomy 31. The people are summoned, then the words of a Mosaic prophet 
(Jeremiah) are invoked for life under divine guidance. 

  The people are no longer an insignificant group. The prophet depicts the poorest 
of the land as victims of conquest, but ones who can reclaim glory by the radical 
notion of serving the Babylonians under the leadership of Gedaliah, all the while 
being obedient to God’s word. 

Sean Johnston 

From Buckhaven:  When things go wrong   Soon after his installation, Gedaliah the 
son of Ahikam was joined by ‘the captains of the forces which were in the 
fields’ (Jer. 40:7 RV). These appear to have been the escaped remnants of Judah’s 
army. Gedaliah reassured and encouraged the remaining Jews, who are described 
as being ‘of the poor of the people, which had nothing’ (39:10)—i.e. folks who had 
no political clout, who would be more concerned about feeding themselves and 
their families than challenging the new regime. 

 Gedaliah, however, made a grave error of judgement in his assessment of the 
trustworthiness of one of the captains who resorted to him. Johanan, the son of 
Kareah, and his fellow captains tried to warn Gedaliah about the treacherous 
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double game being played by Ishmael, son of Nethaniah, who they claimed was in 
conspiracy with Baalis king of the children of Ammon, Judah’s enemy, and was just 
waiting his opportunity to assassinate Gedaliah. Sadly, Gedaliah refused to believe 
them. Even when Johanan privately offered to kill Ishmael by stealth, Gedaliah 
ordered him not to do it and would hear no ill against Ishmael. He evidently forgot, 
or did not know, that ‘in the multitude of counsellors there is safety’ (Prov. 11:14). 
More importantly, there is a woeful absence of any record that he had recourse to 
God when informed of this threat. Better men than he would have taken the matter 
to the Lord in prayer, as David did when informed of Ahithophel’s treachery (2 
Sam. 15:12), or as Hezekiah did with the threatening letter he received (Is. 37:14) 
or Nehemiah, who ‘made prayer to God’ when Judah’s enemies conspired against 
the rebuilding of the wall in Jerusalem (Neh. 4:9). 

  Gedaliah trusted in the arm of flesh, in his own judgement. Instead of allowing 
Johanan to ‘surgically remove’ the traitor, the fallout from his failure to listen to 
sound advice meant that his own murder was followed by the appalling massacre of 
an innocent party of worshippers whose bodies were then unceremoniously 
dumped into a mass grave. Ishmael completed his dastardly work by capturing the 
‘remnant of Judah’s remnant’ in Mizpah and taking them over to the Ammonites. 
Although Johanan and the other captains of the army rescued them and saved the 
day (Jer. 41:11-16), the longer-term impact of Gedaliah’s self-inflicted demise 
coupled with the ensuing atrocity, had so badly shaken the faith of those who 
remained, that their defensive capacity was reduced to the point where ‘the fear of 
man’ (Prov. 29:25) caused them to turn their faces towards what they wrongly 
imagined would be a safer existence in Egypt (41:17-18). 

Jo Johnson 

From Cromer: Turbulent times  Chapter 40 records that Nebuzaradan, the captain 
of the guard, freed Jeremiah and gave him the choice between going with him to 
Babylon, or staying with the remaining people in the land under Gedaliah, who had 
been appointed governor of Judah by Nebuchadnezzar. This was a word from the 
Lord (40:1). He chose to remain in Judah. Gedaliah gave an amnesty to those who 
had been involved in fighting the Chaldeans, and promised the opportunity to live 
at peace in Judah. He was, however, warned of a plot against him by Ishmael: he 
did not believe it, but it turned out to be true. Gedaliah was murdered by Ishmael, 
but when Johanan heard of it he went on a rescue expedition to recover those 
whom Ishmael had taken captive, and the rescued ones ‘were glad’ (41:11-13). 
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  Ebed-melech  Jeremiah 38:7-13 records how Ebed-melech the Ethiopian rescued 
Jeremiah from the cistern into which he had been put. It must have taken 
considerable moral courage for him to do this, for when senior officials determined 
to put him there the king said that he was powerless to do anything. After this 
Jeremiah was confined in the court of the guard, but he was told by the Lord to 
‘Go, and say to Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, “Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God 
of Israel: Behold, I will fulfil my words against this city for harm and not for good, 
and they shall be accomplished before you on that day. But I will deliver you on 
that day, declares the LORD, and you shall not be given into the hand of the men of 
whom you are afraid. For I will surely save you, and you shall not fall by the sword, 
but you shall have your life as a prize of war, because you have put your trust in 
me, declares the LORD”' (Jer. 39:16-18 ESV). This illustrates the fact that God is 
faithful to those who are faithful to Him. 

  Nebuzaradan  The word from the Lord clearly came through the captain of the 
guard, Nebuzaradan (40:1-3). God can speak through those who are not His 
people, but who have discerned His purposes (Comment 2). 

Peter Hickling 

From Greenock:  Following conquest, an occupying power removes those in 
authority but leaves the poor who work the land to continue their labours. In 
Britain, starting with the Norman conquest in 1066, and in Eire, this pattern of 
activity has been repeated to the present day. Colonial expansion has involved 
usurping local leaders and installing a controlling government.   

  The ‘poor of the land’ These wee not worth anything as hostages, having no 
wealth to plunder and limited in skills, only able to support the agricultural needs of 
the land. Their knowledge of how to grow plants in the local conditions would have 
to be harnessed by the new administration so they were worth sparing. Can these 
be identified with the ‘meek’ of the Beatitudes, who will inherit the earth? 
[Comment 3] 

  Those in the lower tiers of administration, who had escaped judgement by self-
imposed exile, now returned and sought to continue in their wicked ways. Petty 
retaliatory behaviour amongst themselves led to a settling of old scores and 
wholesale murder, which aroused the wrath of Nebuchadnezzar. 

  The words of grace sent to Ebed-melech match those of the gospel today. Put your 
unreserved trust in the Lord Jesus and you will be rewarded with eternal life (Rom. 
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10:9; John 3:16, etc.) Those with riches will find it hard to have faith in the invisible 
Christ and not trust in their visible possessions. This may be the reason for the ready 
acceptance of the gospel in developing countries and the apathy in the developed 
world. ‘As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set 
their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with 
everything to enjoy’ (1 Tim. 6:17 ESV). 

Steve Henderson 

From Halifax:  The day of judgement  This same day, the Lord said to Ezekiel, ‘Son 
of man, write thee the name of the day, even of this selfsame day’ (Ezek. 24:2 RV). 
This was the day that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon set himself against 
Jerusalem—the ninth year of Zedekiah, in the tenth month, in the tenth day of the 
month (Jer. 39:1; 52:4)—the day when he closed in the city. This was the day 
which the false prophets denied would ever come; the day of sword and famine 
(Jer. 14:15)—‘Woe to the bloody city,’ said the Lord, ‘to the pot whose scum (RVM) 
is therein, and whose scum is not gone out of it! bring it out piece by piece; no lot 
is fallen upon it’ (Ezek. 24:6). 

  In Zedekiah’s eleventh year, there was no bread for the people of the land (2 Kin. 
25:3) and, on the ninth day of the fourth month, the city was ‘broken up’ (Jer. 
39:2). That day was remembered for the extremity of famine, yet this national 
sorrow would be celebrated by the house of Judah with joy and gladness when 
their chastisement was ended (Zech. 8:19). Zedekiah, however, was hunted down 
and saw only horror before he was blinded at Riblah of Hamah. In Riblah, 
Nebuchadnezzar’s headquarters found a position that could not have been more 
advantageous (The Temple Bible Dictionary, 1910, p. 668), and it was here also that 
Pharaoh-necoh had thrown Jehoahaz in chains (2 Kin. 23:33; cp. 2 Chr. 36:3). 

  ‘So Jeremiah abode in the court of the prison until the day that Jerusalem was 
taken’ (Jer. 38:28). From that place he was released by the Chaldeans and was 
brought out in chains to Ramah (40:1). However, as an extraordinary mark of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s favour, Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard, was instructed to 
allow Jeremiah to do as he pleased (39:11-12). Thus, Jeremiah was committed unto 
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan. Nebuchadnezzar had elevated 
Gedaliah to be governor over the cities of Judah (40:5) and Jeremiah dwelt with 
him among the people at Mizpah. Ahikam, his father, was one of the great men 
who served under king Josiah (2 Kin. 22:12,14) and in the time of Jehoiakim he 
used his influence to deliver Jeremiah from death (Jer. 26:24). Gedaliah followed in 
his father’s footsteps and, therefore, was trusted with Jeremiah’s safety, being 
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depended upon for his loyalty in his appointment over the remnant of the people 
in Judah. 

Robert J. Butler 

From Ibadan (Alawaye):  Obedience brings blessing  The three—Jeremiah, Baruch 
and Ebed-melech—were delivered from the sword and their lives had been ‘for a 
prize’ to them. God compensated them for their obedience, and so they were 
spared (Jer. 39:18). The king would better have been killed before the suffering that 
he endured—the pain of seeing his children being slaughtered in his presence. 

  The Israelites had gone from the northern kingdom, but we can learn a lot from 
their lives. The king, prophet and priest are the three at the helm of affairs of Israel’s 
and Judah’s government. If God says ‘Do this’ we must not hesitate to do it. That’s 
why some people don’t believe in Jesus Christ: they want what they can do by 
themselves to provide salvation, neglecting the already completed work of the 
cross. ‘Don’t be wise in your own eyes’ says the Bible. God had told king Zedekiah 
that he should obey the voice of the Lord (Jer. 38:20). Because of this man’s 
disobedience, all his family members were implicated. God says, ‘My ways are not 
your ways’ (Is. 55:8). We may be living together with unbelievers, but we are not  
the same. There must be a clear-cut difference between us. 

Samson Ogunleye 

From Mount Forest:  How did Nebuzaradan know the destruction of Jerusalem 
was the Lord’s purpose? Did captives in Chaldea (including Gedaliah if he had 
defected—see below) learn from Ezekiel of God’s displeasure (see e.g. Ezekiel 5 
and 17)? Nebuzaradan may then have astutely picked up that information, listening 
in on local sources (see Eccles. 10:20). We are reminded in principle of the 
assurance given to Gideon concerning a battle outcome (Judg. 7:9-14); God can 
use amazing ways to convey information as He wishes! We cannot exclude the 
possibility that God directly revealed matters to Nebuzaradan [see Comment 2]. 

  Was Nebuzaradan familiar with Jeremiah’s own prophecies? Jeremiah sent letters 
to the exiles (e.g. Jer. 29), which may have become known by their captors in 
Babylon. However, we are not told anything explicit in those letters about 
Jerusalem’s destruction, like the statements made by Nebuzaradan. But Jeremiah 
had certainly foretold the destruction in his public testimony in Jerusalem (Jer. 
25:1-9). Perhaps the Babylonians used spies in Judea who reported back to the 
Babylonian court. Or did defectors reveal the prophecies they had heard before 
leaving? Because of Jeremiah’s favourable treatment by the Babylonians (Jer. 
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40:4-5), we presume they viewed him as a sympathizer. This is conjecture, but 
seems reasonable to the extent it does not conflict with what we are told. 

  Did Nebuzaradan receive information from Gedaliah? We are not told on what 
basis Nebuchadnezzar appointed Gedaliah as governor (Jer. 40:5), but it is evident 
a close enough knowledge of him existed in the Babylonian court to entrust the 
governorship to him. Gedaliah’s father had helped in keeping Jeremiah from being 
killed (Jer. 26:24) and from the little we know of Gedaliah he too seemed to have 
expressed obedience to Jeremiah’s prophecy (cp. 2 Kin. 25:24; Jer. 27:11; 38:17), 
although Ishmael, being of royal blood, may have enviously regarded him as a 
traitor, as others did of Jeremiah (Jer. 37:13; 38:4). Perhaps Gedaliah, who in 
accordance with Jeremiah’s words had surrendered earlier to the Babylonians, was 
respected for doing so, and was then brought back to be a ruler. 

 Was Daniel the source of Nebuzaradan’s views? As the king’s chief bodyguard, he 
may have heard Daniel’s guidance to Nebuchadnezzar. We are only told obliquely 
about Daniel advising the king on broader issues (e.g. Dan. 1:20; 2:48; 3:30; 4:9).  
Therefore we cannot be sure that Daniel explained the Lord’s purpose concerning 
Judah’s demise. But it is clear that Nebuchadnezzar received a definite message as 
to the Sovereign Lord’s pre-eminence, and that concept is quite startling in 
Nebuzaradan’s statements to Jeremiah (Jer. 40:2-3). 

  The Babylonians’ brutality  Yet the brutality employed by Nebuchadnezzar’s army, 
and Nebuzaradan in particular, should not be lightly dismissed. If Nebuzaradan 
knew of Jeremiah’s prophetic statements, perhaps he would know of Jeremiah 
25:12-14 as well, though that did not seem to guide his nation’s actions. Nations 
whose actions God employed permissively in His judgement against Israel were not 
innocent in their own brutality, and were undertaken, not primarily to fulfil God’s 
purposes, but often to advance their own self-glorifying aims to dominate (see Dan. 
4:30-37).  

Geoff Hydon 

From Okorikpehre:  Obedience brings blessing  There are scores of scriptures that 
point to the inherent blessings that result from obedience to God’s word. God 
spelled out the blessings for obedience and curses for disobedience. ‘All these 
blessings will come upon you and accompany you if you obey the LORD your 
God ... However, if you do not obey the LORD your God ... all these curses will 
come upon you and overtake you’ (Deut. 28:2,15 NIV). 
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  At a time when Jeremiah’s fate hung in the balance, king Zedekiah was in the 
position to set him free, but acted otherwise out of fear even at Jeremiah’s 
insistence for him to obey the Lord (Jer. 38:5,19-20). The judgement on Zedekiah 
was therefore not unexpected. It needs to be said though that those who escaped 
the invasion of the Babylonians did not do so because of their goodness, as ‘it is of 
the LORD’s mercies that we are not consumed’ (Lam. 3:22 KJV). 

  We do not have evidence to support the extension of deliverance to some of the 
poor since material poverty is not synonymous with trust in or obedience to God. 
They may have been left to reduce the burden of providing basic necessities like 
food, clothing, and dealing with health-related issues compared with the nobles 
who had things to offer. 

  The God of the hills and of the valleys  We noted the contrast between the 
outcome of the Babylonian invasion on Jeremiah, Baruch and Ebed-melech and 
that on Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. The quartet was not so 
fortunate to escape in spite of their mindset to honour the Lord wherever and in 
whatever condition they found themselves (Dan. 1:2-8). Generally, as Christians 
today we should not see whatever conditions we go through in life either as a 
reflection of our spiritual state or of God’s judgement on us, which, however, could 
sometimes be the case. It may simply be the will of God for us. With the examples 
of Joseph, Job, Jeremiah and the Lord Jesus, it is no news that bad things happen to 
good people in real life. While ‘the steps of a good man are ordered by the 
LORD’ (Ps. 37:23), it is no guarantee that he would always have smooth sailing. 
Our God is the God both of the hills and of the valleys. 

Richard Owotorufa; Lawrence Onyokoko 

From Podagatlapalli:  The blessing of obedience to God’s word  God judged 
Zedekiah for his wickedness (Jer. 39:1-10) but he rewarded Jeremiah for his 
faithfulness (vv.11-14) for the forty difficult years he courageously proclaimed God’s 
word. He had indeed a shepherd heart. 

  Here we have the tragic taking of Jerusalem. Eleven years earlier, this king of 
Babylon himself had set Zedekiah on the throne of Judah and had made him take 
an oath of loyalty swearing by God (2 Chr. 36:13; Ezek. 17:18-20). By revolting 
with Egyptian support (37:7), Zedekiah had broken his word and shown to the 
enemies of Israel how little he valued the name of the Lord, to which 
Nebuchadnezzar had, in contrast, attached great worth. Hence the cruel 
punishment which the king suffered for being a coward and not keeping his word. 
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   A personal word is addressed to Ebed-melech in 39:15-18. God knows his fears 
(v.17)—just as He knows all our worries—and He does not condemn them. But 
whereas Zedekiah’s fears had led him to rely on men to escape from other men, 
the fear which Ebed-melech experienced made him fall back on the Lord. ‘You 
have put your trust in me’, the Lord says. This good testimony gives this humble 
foreign slave access to the promises of grace found in 17:7-8 (cf. Ps. 37:3,39-40; 
Ruth 2:12). 

  What has become of Jeremiah during all these events? He remained in the 
courtyard of the prison ‘until the day that Jerusalem was taken’ (38:28). He was 
then chained up with all the other captives, and until they reached Ramah was one 
of those in the dismal procession being deported into exile. However, 
Nebuzaradan, the captain of the guard in charge of the prisoners, received 
favourable instructions concerning Jeremiah from the king of Babylon himself. Not 
only is no harm to come to him, but the prophet is allowed to determine his own 
future for himself. Will he go to Babylon where the ‘good figs’ from chapter 24 are 
mentioned with those taken captive whom the Lord has promised to protect and 
prosper? Or will he stay with these poor people of the land who are left in Judah? 
Despite the freedom which he has been given, the prophet refuses to choose for 
himself (40:5), thus giving us a new lesson in dependence. It is not a question of his 
well-being, rather the desire to be in the place where God wants to put him to 
serve Him. Without any special sign from above, he lets the captain of the guard 
choose for him and recognizes the Lord’s will in the advice which he gets. 

  With the destruction of Jerusalem and the capture of her last king, 
Nebuchadnezzar suppressed any possibility of revolt in the kingdom of Judah. He 
left, however, a certain number of the poorest inhabitants so that the country was 
not allowed to go to waste, and placed Gedaliah in charge of them. During this 
time we see the Lord graciously watching over these people who have escaped 
captivity, by giving them good harvests (v.12; cp. Prov. 30:25). Sadly this favourable 
period does not last. God, who knows their hearts, allows further tragic events to 
show the people their condition. One of Israel’s old enemies, who was thought to 
have been wiped out, reappears—the king of the Ammonites (v.14). He is still very 
much alive and his evil plans have not altered; the weakness of the people now 
gives him the chance to show this. Satan never gives up and is always seeking to 
take advantage of the things which weaken our resistance—tiredness, laziness, 
carelessness, etc. 
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  With the help of Baalis, Ishmael, no doubt jealous of Gedaliah’s power, organizes 
a cowardly plot to assassinate him and the Jews who are with him at Mizpah. The 
news of the terrible massacre at Mizpah has reached Johanan. He quickly proceeds 
to head off Ishmael himself, who realising that he is opposed by a more powerful 
opponent, escapes with eight men and finds shelter with Baalis, his protector. For 
their part, Johanan and the people he had rescued stay at the inn at Chimham near 
Bethlehem (perhaps the same one where, later on, no place would be found for the 
Son of God?—Luke 2:7). 
  
  These poor people, however, are by no means out of danger yet. The murder of 
the governor chosen by the king of Babylon leaves the Jews to face the wrath of the 
latter. Nebuchadnezzar, who has been pushed to the limit by the repeated 
rebellions of the people of Judah, will certainly intervene with the utmost severity, 
the innocent ones paying the price for those guilty this time. In their fear and 
perplexity, Johanan and his companions turn in apparent humility to Jeremiah, 
whom we find here amongst them again. He is the bearer of the word of God 
which is, and let us repeat it, the only source of light for us as it was for this people 
(Ps. 119:105).  

B.V. Prasada Rao 

From Surulere:  Escape from the Chaldeans?  In the inscrutable outworking of 
God’s divine purposes, the words which He had spoken through His chosen and 
called prophet, Jeremiah, came to pass with unerring accuracy. It was, firstly, a 
confirmation of God’s introductory words to him at the dawn of his ministry: ‘Then 
the LORD said to me, “You have seen well, for I am ready to perform My 
word”’ (Jer. 1:12 NKJV). God keenly oversees the fulfilment of His words to 
authenticate the messenger and to confirm His sovereignty: ‘But Jeremiah said, 
“They shall not deliver you. Please, obey the voice of the LORD which I speak to 
you. So it shall be well with you, and your soul shall live …”’ (Jer. 38:20).  And: ’So 
shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; it shall not return to Me void, but 
it shall accomplish what I please’ (Is. 55:11). 

  In a remarkable display of God’s faithfulness and compassion, a handful of 
individuals and the poor of the land who had heeded God’s message were spared 
the devastating tragedy which befell the disobedient: ‘If you are willing and 
obedient, you shall eat the good of the land’ (Is. 1:19). Indeed, Jeremiah was not 
only given free rein to go wherever he pleased, he was privileged to hear a stranger 
to the commonwealth of Israel speak so endearingly about God’s plan: ‘And the 
captain of the guard took Jeremiah and said to him: “The LORD your God has 
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pronounced doom on this place. Now the LORD has brought it, and has done just 
as he said. Because you people have sinned against the LORD, and not obeyed His 
voice, therefore this thing has come upon you”’ (Jer. 40:2-3). 

  There exists today, as always, a blessing for obedience to God’s words. Although, 
not in as dramatic a fashion as we see in the gripping narration of the captain of the 
guard, Nebuzaradan, or the fulfilment of the prophecy, yet God still cherishes the 
place of His name: ‘God is faithful, by whom you  were called into the fellowship 
of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord’ (1 Cor. 1:9). It is a place secured by continuing 
obedience to God’s revealed truth: ‘but Christ as a Son over His own house, whose 
house we are if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to 
the end’ (Heb. 3:6). Paul had a deep grasp of the blessings attendant upon 
obedience to the word of God: ‘I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith. Finally there is laid up for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and 
not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing’ (2 Tim. 4:7-8). 

Frederick F. Ntido 

COMMENTS 

1. (Aberkenfig):  Like Jeremiah, the Lord suffered rejection from many who should 
have known Him better, both in His own town (Jer. 11:21; Luke 4:16,28-29) and 
amongst His own people (Jer. 26:7-8; John 1:11). And like Jeremiah, He was 
received by those who were not of the house of Israel, that the purposes of God 
might be revealed in the wise and strong being put to shame by the weak and 
foolish (Jer. 38:7-9; 39:11-12; 40:1-3; Mat. 8:5-10; 15:27; Mark 15:39; cf. 1 Cor. 
1:27-31). 

J.T.N. 

2. (Cromer): As is pointed out elsewhere, it is quite remarkable to come across the 
influential position occupied by Nebuzaradan, the highest ranking officer in the 
king of Babylon’s army. He would have quickly moved up the ranks of the military 
not long after Nebuchadnezzar came to the throne, if not before, and soon 
consolidated his base, becoming a trusted confidante of the king. He was 
responsible for the conflagration of all the houses of Jerusalem, including the house 
of the Lord, in 586 B.C. (2 Kin. 25; 8-9) and was obviously acutely aware of all that 
was going on in Jerusalem and Judah, having heard also of Jeremiah’s status and 
situation from the likes of Seraiah and Zephaniah, the chief priest and his deputy (2 
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Kin. 25:8-9, 18). His words to Jeremiah in 40:2-4 reveal him to be a man of 
understanding to whom the Lord spoke concerning all that had befallen Judah, and 
by all accounts he would appear to have been a voice of reason and restraint to the 
earthly court of Nebuchadnezzar. 

R.B.F. 

3. (Greenock):  The poor of the land and the first Beatitude  This is an interesting 
idea. Those disadvantaged folk left behind to keep the weeds and predators down 
would indeed be poor in spirit, as many were the day the Lord lifted up their eyes 
and hearts on the hillside. Nebuchadnezzar had little care for those Israeli 
labourers, the little running to appointing a protector who sadly failed. But God 
cared deeply for them, ensuring that His prophet would stay with them. Some 
could well have been the faithful and quiet in the land, with hearts set on spiritual 
things, exceptions to the trend around them. Again, that would be an important 
part of those the Lord wanted to encourage in the days of His natural life here. In 
both groups would also be some who were run down and ill, or weakened by age. 
For those, our Lord would give hope that the Psalms could be true again: ‘This poor 
man cried, and the LORD heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles’; ‘For 
they do not speak peace, but against those who are quiet in the land they devise 
words of deceit ... Let those who delight in my righteousness shout for joy and be 
glad and say evermore, “Great is the LORD, who delights in the welfare of his 
servant!” ’ (34:6; 35:20-28).  

M.A. 
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