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Introducing . . . June

JEREMIAH’S USE OF NAMES

Chapters 37-38 record an account of
this painful episode for the prophet and
his friends, in the baldest stark prose,
just as the Gospel-writers do for the
crucifixion. The emotions and poetry
are saved for the messages from the
Lord, and for Lamentations. The careful
noting of names, however, would say
more to Jeremiah than to us, without a
little digging. 

These chapters of miscarriage of
justice begin with ‘Zedekiah’—
‘Righteousness of Jah’, first of the series
of infamous deeds done at this point by
men whose names included the
covenant name of God. This king is
noted as a descendant of Josiah (‘May
Jah give’—NIV Concordance), whose
record is such a contrast. Some
contemporaries would remember that
Zedek i ah  was  r enamed  b y
Nebuchadnezzar from Mattaniah (‘gift
of Jah’), though in no way was his
behaviour a gift to his people. We are
next reminded of the two previous
kings, older brother Jehoiakim (‘Jah lifts
up or establishes’), so renamed by the
king of Egypt from Eliakim (‘God
establishes’), and his son Coniah (NASB,
ESV, RV—‘Jah is creating’); the father
rejecting all divine establishment and
suffering due judgement, whereas the
son was spared, and treated well in
Babylon. 

Irijah (‘Jah sees’), the captain of the
guard, features next, and he with other
officials are pinpointed with their
fathers’ names. Jonathan the secretary
let his house be used as a political
prison, belying his name (‘Jah gave’),
shared with the prince whom great
David loved and deeply lamented at
his premature death. Shephatiah comes
next, heading the officials who
complained to the king about the
prophet’s words to the people. The
meaning, ‘Jah has judged’, given by the
parents in celebration of their union
being successful, became apt in the
judgement this man would not escape
in the sacking of Jerusalem. Malchijah
(‘Jah is king’), son of Zedekiah, had a
house that contained the infamous,
unprincely, miry cistern. We conclude
with Ebed-Melech, the Ethiopian
‘servant of the king’, whose conduct
shines like a gem among the dross of
the deceitful and corrupt leaders of 
Judah.

Thus Jeremiah was here caused to
write the name of his God (including
that part of his own name) repeatedly,
in sadness at the discord with the
actions described. To our regret his
own name remains in much doubt as
to its meaning, apart from the glorious
element ‘Jah’.

M.A.
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From Study-groups

‘IS THERE ANY WORD FROM THE LORD?’ (Jeremiah 37-38)

From Aberdeen:  Evidently Zedekiah didn’t want to hear what God was telling him.
Instead of accepting the word of the Lord, he kept on looking for confirmation of his
own thoughts about Jerusalem’s prosperity, by some word of the Lord through
Jeremiah. But the word of the Lord was inescapable: Jerusalem would ‘be given into
the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall burn it with fire’ (Jer. 21:10; 32:3; 34:2;
37:8; 38:17-18 RV). Time and again Zedekiah was warned about the inevitability of
Jerusalem being taken by the king of Babylon, and yet he could not at any point accept
what the Lord was telling him. Zedekiah had difficulty in stepping down from his
throne—which contrasts with the Son of God, who willingly stepped down from
heaven’s throne. 

   Zedekiah was implored by Jeremiah, ‘Obey, I beseech thee, the voice of the LORD’
(38:20). In a final opportunity to submit to the will of the Lord, Zedekiah was
presented with a choice: ‘go forth’ to the king of Babylon’s princes and avoid
Jerusalem being burned with fire, or ‘go not forth’ and be responsible for Jerusalem
being burned with fire (v.17-18). Zedekiah would not escape from the clutches of the
king of Babylon because God had purposed giving Jerusalem into his hand. But since
Zedekiah just couldn’t manage to humble himself, God humbled him. Pride and
rebellion against God are deep-rooted in the human heart and Zedekiah is a clear
example of this. Peter gives the answer to this heart condition: ‘Humble yourselves
therefore under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time’ (1 Pet.
5:6 NKJV).

James Johnson

From Aberkenfig:  Can behavior go beyond recovery by prayer?  Three times Jeremiah
records, that the Lord told him not to pray for the people (7:16; 11:14; 14:11). It
reflects what God said to Moses in Exodus 32:10 and Deuteronomy 9:14 and is
confirmed for us today in 1 John 5:16, where we are told not to pray for those who
commit sin that leads to death. It is a serious state when prayer no longer has any
influence with God. Genesis 6:3 (ESV) says: ‘My Spirit shall not abide in [or contend
with] man forever’, so we have to accept that extreme sin and rebellion can place man
beyond prayer. It teaches us how serious it is to quench the Spirit and underlines that
‘our God is a consuming fire’ (Heb. 12:29).

There is also the case of Job to consider, however, where his prayers and sacrifices
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were unavailing due to the controversy between God and Satan. It is, perhaps, also
seen to an extent in the experience of our Saviour when He prayed in Gethsemane.
Even though He was heard, the prayer for deliverance was denied, as it was God’s
purpose for Him to pass through Calvary and death for us [Comment 1]. So we deduce
that even though we may not be beyond prayer, there may well be times when it is
in God’s sovereign will that our prayer for deliverance is denied and ‘No’ becomes the
challenge for our faith in Him.

Suffering coming through God’s sovereign will is not something that should surprise
us—Peter makes that very evident in 1 Peter 4:12. This is not necessarily due to illness,
although that may well be the case, but it can also arise through persecution coming
from opposition to the message of the gospel (2 Tim. 2:9) and through guilty
consciences of those who witness the holiness of our lives and oppose us for it (2 Tim.
3:12; 1 Pet. 3:13-17). Then again 1 Peter 1:6-7 teaches that we may pass through
suffering, ‘if necessary’, or as older versions state ‘if need be’ (RV), which begs the
question ‘Whose need?’, ours or someone else’s? If we suffer so that others may be
strengthened by our faithfulness to God under such trial, then we glorify God through
the trial. We then see that at the same time our own faith can be made stronger, as we
experience the closeness and grace of our heavenly Father, as He walks with us
through the trial and comforts us by His presence. 

In this way suffering need not be something to dread, but rather to rejoice in, as the
Lord Jesus says in Luke 6:22-23, and Paul says in Romans 5:3 and Colossians 1:24.
There is also the encouragement from the Lord’s words to the church in Smyrna: ‘Do
not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you
into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be
faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life’ (Rev. 2:10). We see Satan
moving in our world already, encouraging wickedness and rebellion. The Lord’s
coming draws ever nearer and we may well be called upon to suffer such persecution
before He comes. Should we not take courage from these words and strive to be
faithful unto death for the sake of Him who called us, saved us and is preparing a place
for us? Praise His name!

Edwin Stanley

From Belfast:   Linking terrifying experiences In chapters 37-38 Jeremiah uses literal
language, except for the words of the women he says will reproach Zedekiah. Your
feet are sunk in the mud; your friends have deserted you (38:22 NIV).  Here he uses
a metaphor from his own experience of the princes and officials’ disgraceful treatment
of God’s prophet.  In his recorded experiences, however, we may see allegorical
lessons. (An allegory is a metaphor in which a character, place or event is used to
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deliever a broader message about real world issues and events.) Time and again
Jeremiah is thrown into prison and every time he would not die but would be released,
the promise of God staying true that he would not be overcome by them (Jer. 1:19).
The officials wanted him dead; did his actions really deserve the death penalty? Just
as with Jesus Christ when the Pharisees had Him arrested: they knew their law would
not permit death (John 18:31) so they took Him to the Roman rulers to coerce them
to crucify Him, to silence Him once and for all.

‘Cistern’ here means ‘pit or dungeon’—a picture of death. Joseph was thrown into
one by his brothers who wanted him dead (Gen. 37:24); Jeremiah, as God’s
representative, is thrown into a cistern, sinking into the mire and the darkness to
demonstrate what happens to rebellious sinners, where only death and destruction
await them; but if they accept the offer of help, in recognition that they cannot escape
by themselves, they will be saved. Several Psalms speak of ‘those who go down to the
pit'. ‘I am counted among those who go down to the pit ... I am set apart with the
dead, like the slain who lie in the grave ...You have put me in the lowest pit in the
darkest depths. Your wrath lies heavily upon me ... the darkness is my closest friend’
(Psa 88). Unlike water, where you can hope to swim, in mud struggling is hopeless; the
mire sucks down its victim. This is a fate worse than drowning, where the sufferer
cannot get foothold. ‘His sufferings were unlike all others in degree; the waters were
such as soaked into the soul; the mire was the mire of the abyss itself, and the floods
were deep and overflowing’ (Spurgeon). 

The experience of such a place is isolation, blackness, abandonment of God. Such
was a situation at the appointed time when Jesus, unlike Jeremiah, would not be
released and which Jesus experienced on our behalf when He died on the cross and
was buried in the tomb: separated from God! The closeness of the relationship
between Father and Son is dramatically ended as they experience something, never
to repeated, when the Father turns His face away forsaking the Son. 

 Sean Johnston

From Buckhaven: Treatment of Jeremiah a picture of Christ’s suffering   'And Zedekiah
the son of Josiah reigned as king ... But neither he, nor his servants, nor the people of
the land, did hearken unto the words of the LORD, which he spake by the prophet
Jeremiah’ (Jer. 37:1-2 RV). This statement reveals the godless state of affairs which
existed in Jerusalem and Judah. There was widespread unbelief and a denial of the
precarious situation into which the Lord had brought them because of their departure
from God. Jeremiah, who faithfully conveyed the message God gave him, became the
target of leaders who thought they could continue with impunity their arrogant, self-
choosing lifestyle, which was blatantly at odds with the will of God.
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Jeremiah was falsely accused of defecting to the Chaldeans by Irijah, who brought
him before ‘the princes’—those who wielded authority by virtue of a family
connection to royal or priestly lines. They ‘smote him, and put him in prison in the
house of Jonathan the scribe; for they had made that the prison’ (37:15). After ‘many
days’ of unjust incarceration, Zedekiah was so intimidated by this powerful clique that
he secretly sent for Jeremiah to ask, ‘’Is there any word from the LORD?’ (37:17). The
prophet faithfully predicted Zedekiah’s capture and took the opportunity to seek
release from wrongful imprisonment in a place where his very life was at risk. At the
king’s command, he was transferred to the court of the guard and given a daily loaf of
bread to eat. This respite, however, was short-lived because the princes (whose
infamous names are recorded in chapter 38) made a further assault on Jeremiah’s
character, prevailing upon ineffective Zedekiah to have him cast into a dungeon,
where he sank down in filth. Had it not been for the brave intervention of Ebed-
Melech, Jeremiah would certainly have perished. 

When we reflect that it was Jeremiah’s own people who treated him so shamefully,
we make two observations. Firstly, the Lord Jesus was similarly rejected and shamefully
entreated by those who were ‘his own’ (John 1:11). Even though His death was ‘by the
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God’ (Acts 2:23), Israel’s leaders will yet
be held accountable for their despicable behaviour towards the Lord’s Anointed.

Secondly, we see the dangers associated with the promotion of men to power on the
basis of human pedigree and not on merit. While this was the God-given mode of
authority in Old Covenant days (for which those men will be held accountable) it is not
the basis of rule and authority within New Testament churches. On the contrary, the
appointment of those ‘that have the rule over you’ (Heb. 13:17) is by spiritual merit,
as in Stephen’s case, when the Spirit of God identified men whose lives, example and
spiritual gift became obvious to the Church’s God-appointed leaders. This is the only
‘succession planning’ authorised in the New Testament.

 Jo Johnson

From Cromer: ‘Is there any word from the LORD?’ Zedekiah asked, that Jeremiah
might pray to the Lord for him and the people (37:3) and for a word from the Lord
(37:17 NIV). It is perhaps rather puzzling that such a man who was so obviously
disobedient to the word of the Lord should ask these questions in the first place, and
surprising that he got an answer.  Scripture tells us that neither he, nor his attendants,
nor the people of the land paid any attention to the words the Lord had spoken
through Jeremiah the prophet (37:2).

Yet God did hear and also answer, though it was not the answer that Zedekiah and
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his people might have hoped for. Nebuchadnezzar’s army had left Jerusalem to deal
with the Egyptians who were coming to help Judah; so the answer from the Lord
through Jeremiah was that the Egyptians would not be coming to save them, and that
Nebuchadnezzar’s army would return and attack the city and capture it and burn it
down (37:8). God would not change His mind in the face of His people’s rebellious
attitude. The time had run out, and they were to be punished. Jerusalem and Judah
would fall to the enemy, lives would be lost, and many taken away into captivity. 

God is merciful. Jeremiah promised Zedekiah that if he surrendered to the officers
of the king of Babylon, he and his family would be spared, and the city would not be
burned down (38:17). Jeremiah said, ‘Obey the LORD by doing what I tell you. Then
it will go well with you, and your life will be spared’ (38:20 NIV). This was Zedekiah’s
last opportunity to obey the Lord’s command; sadly he didn’t do it. When the moment
came and the Babylonian officials entered the city, Zedekiah fled, with disastrous
consequences for himself, his family and others. 

Suffering for the Lord’s sake, Jeremiah faithfully spoke the word of the Lord
throughout the difficult times in which he lived. His enemies falsely accused him of
desertion: they beat him and put him in prison, then lowered him into an empty
cistern and left him to die. He would indeed have died if it had not been for the
courageous Ebed-Melech, the king’s servant. Today Christians are being persecuted in
some parts of the world, and even losing their lives for the Lord’s sake. The Lord Jesus
said, ‘If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first’ (John 15:18). He also
said, ‘Remember the words I spoke to you, ‘No servant is greater than his master’. If
they persecuted me, they will persecute you also’ (John 15:20). Paul said, ‘Everyone
who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.’ So we can expect to
experience opposition from the world to the Lord Jesus our Master, and therefore to
us.  John Parker

From Greenock:  Is there any word from the Lord?  ‘Since the day that your fathers
came out of the land of Egypt until this day, I have even sent you all My servants the
prophets, daily rising early and sending them. Yet they did not obey Me or incline their
ear, but stiffened their neck. They did worse than their fathers’ (Jer. 7:25-26 NKJV).
The Babylonian army was at the gates of the city. They could have been tourists, for
all the people knew or cared. Now they could believe the oft-repeated words of
Jeremiah, the lonely prophet—the Lord’s messenger with the Lord’s message: he was
not speaking his own words to them but was foretelling their future. The unseen God
of Israel had so often warned them through Jeremiah, and all the other prophets. But
when did the people believe in anything that they could not see? They were needlessly
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blind to their future, and deaf to God's message through His faithful prophet.   

Now the day of reckoning had come, for God had repeatedly warned His people,
that unless they accepted His word and repented of their sin against Him they would
have to leave the land, the Temple and their inheritances, and be exiled to Babylon.
We may wonder why they had not learned the lessons that turning away from God
and worshipping false gods would bring judgement. Three generations earlier the ten
tribes had been taken captive to Assyria and were lost to the posterity of the Jewish
people; but God knew who they were and where. Foreign migrants now occupied
Samaria (2 Kin. 17:24). The descendants of the seven Canaanite nations, whom their
forefathers had failed to drive out of the land, would have been glad to see the tribes
of Israel go. 

The people had grown weary of hearing Jeremiah telling them what they didn't want
to hear. Joseph had been put down a well by his evil brothers. The people of Nazareth
wanted to throw Jesus over a cliff. In the final days before the captivity Jeremiah was
thrown into a dark and airless cistern. After he had been taken out he temporarily left
Jerusalem and was accused of going over to the Babylonians. Having earlier been put
in the stocks and left all night in the cold, Jeremiah must have thought it was the
ultimate abandonment to be put into a cistern. He must have felt lonely, and forsaken;
no wife and no children to give him solace and comfort, only the never-failing love of
the God of Israel to sustain him through his trials. But like David, Jeremiah
strengthened himself in his God. The people were hoping that the Egyptians would
come and rescue them from the Babylonians.  How had the people sunk so low that
they placed their hopes in a broken reed like Egypt to deliver them? In the end
Jeremiah with a small remnant went down to Egypt, back to the place of their
forefathers’ trials and cruel bondage as slaves. As in all of Israel's departures from God
there would be a godly remnant who remained faithful to the God of Israel and to
their calling as His people. They would never worship any god but the God with whom
they were in a covenant relationship.

Jeremiah's feelings are tenderly expressed in the book of Lamentations. He loved
God, he loved the temple (he was also a priest), and he loved his people, but sadly his
feelings were not retuned.

 John Peddie

From Halifax: In the mire Mattaniah was installed as king in Jerusalem by
Nebuchadnezzar, who also changed his name to Zedekiah (2 Kin. 24:17). [See
‘Introducing’]. His mother’s name was Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah
(v.18), and he was 21 years old when he began to reign (see 2 Chr. 36:11; Jer. 52:1).
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Zedekiah did evil in the sight of the Lord, his chief sins being that he did not humble
himself before the prophet Jeremiah who spoke from the mouth of the LORD (2 Chr.
36:12); and that ‘he also rebelled against king Nebuchadnezzar, who had made him
swear by God’ (v.13 KJV). Zedekiah was a perfidious, stiff-necked prince who
hardened his heart towards the LORD God of Israel. Pressed between two great eagles
(Ezek. 17:3,7), namely Nebuchadnezzar (cp. Jer. 48:40) and Pharaoh Hophra (37:5;
cp. 44:30), the Apries of Herodotus II. 161 agree that Zedekiah sent for Jeremiah who
had been incarcerated in the prison in the house of Jonathan the scribe (37:16-17).
Secretly he asked Jeremiah, ‘Is there any word from the LORD?’ Despite Jeremiah’s
unpalatable answer, the king did not return him to the dungeon cell, but committed
him into the court of the prison. 

Shephatiah and associates, however, upon hearing Jeremiah’s words, approached
the king and requested that he be ‘put to death’ (38:4).  Jeremiah was therefore cast
into the cistern of ‘Malchijah the king’s son’ (v.6 RV), where he sank in the mire. There
he would have died, had it not been for the kind intercessions of Ebed-Melech the
Ethiopian. In this Jeremiah was a type of Messiah, who could say: ‘I sink in deep mire,
where there is no standing: I am come into deep waters, where the floods overflow
me’ (Ps. 69:2). It is ironic, however, that Zedekiah, who allowed the prophet to be cast
into the miry dungeon, figuratively found his own feet sunk in the mire (Jer. 38:22). 

Robert J. Butler

From Ibadan (Alawaye):  In the light of 2 Timothy 2:3 and 3:12, God’s servants
should expect such measure of suffering as Jeremiah found, and this is a warning to us
that our calling surely is not to enjoy life always. If we face persecution or suffering we
should not suffer as law offenders (1 Pet. 4:13-16). Equally, we should not lose hope
when we are faced with challenges. Anyone who will live a holy life will have to suffer
persecution. Brave warriors are made known during hardship or war. As Christians, we
should be battle-ready. Jeremiah was thrown into a waterless pit for telling the truth.
Yet, the prophet refused to change God’s words despite the threat to his life. The qu-
estion we need to ask ourselves is, ‘Are we going to practise our faith in the face of
adversity?’ We should not resemble the Pharisees who don’t do what they profess. 
We should not fear death, because the fearof death can cause one to deny Jesus Christ. 
Imagine the faith of Saribu Leah, a fifteen-year-old Nigerian girl, who was abducted 
by the Boko Haram sect in Nigeria: sherefused to renounce her faith, and this has 
spread respect for the gospel throughout the world.

Jeremiah and Jesus The two experiences are similar but not identical. They both
suffered ignominy, the punishment not due to them. But the suffering of our Lord Jesus

93



Christ cannot be described fully by word of mouth. Psalm 69:1-2 is the revelation of
the suffering of our Lord Jesus Christ. Jeremiah was punished for telling the truth and
Jesus was punished for our sins. Pilate was even confused when he asked what was
Jesus’ offence. He did not sin, yet He was made to become a sin offering for us (2 Cor.
5:21)!

Samson Ogunleye

From Mount Forest:  Can rebellion go beyond prayer? Does it ever become
inappropriate to pray for those who are seen to be in rebellion against God. The
context is Zedekiah asking Jeremiah to pray on his, and the nation's, behalf.  They had,
however, repeatedly rejected the word of the Lord through Jeremiah (Jer. 35:17;
37:2). We are not told that Jeremiah prayed as requested, but God evidently gave him
an answer to Zedekiah's request (Jer. 37:6), so perhaps he prayed. Prayer should
appeal to God's characteristics and His revealed will, although in extremity people may
pray primarily out of a preoccupation with their problems, and God, exhibiting mercy,
may still hear and respond.

Jeremiah could foresee (38:23; Lam. 2:11,19) that God's revealed purpose would
result in some people suffering who had not contributed to the need for such
judgment. Men like Ahikam (Jer. 26:24), Baruch (Jer. 36:32), Ebed-Melech (Jer. 38:8),
and some Rechabites (Jer. 35:19) may have been like Jeremiah, caught up in the
overall disaster. What should such men pray for, in days of generalized rebellion? We
cannot ignore God's instruction to Jeremiah in 7:16; 11:14; 14:11, and also the
implication in 15:1. The contexts of these passages—where God instructs Jeremiah not 
to pray, reveal the characteristics of the people: obstinacy, idolatry, disregard for divine
admonitions, and a willingness to be led astray by false prophets.

In the desperate situation of chapter 15, God tells Jeremiah that acknowledged
intercessors (like Moses and Samuel) would have been unable to reverse His decision. 
Perhaps Jeremiah would have known Psalm 99:6, and examples of earlier supplication
(e.g. Deut. 9:18-29; 1 Sam. 12:19-25) for a ‘disobedient and obstinate people’ (see
Rom. 10:21).  Samuel had continued to pray for them too, even as they rejected God
as their king (1 Sam. 8:7).  And long before, Abraham had interceded when faced with
God's prediction regarding Sodom, correctly stating ‘Shall not the Judge of all the earth
do what is just?’ (Gen. 18:25 NASB). The basis of Abraham's appeal was that God in
His justice would surely not inflict a penalty that treated the righteous the same as the
unrighteous. If Abraham would pray for Sodom—the epitome of evil at the time,
should not Jeremiah continue to plead for God's chosen, but rebellious, people?

In our own experience we feel driven to pray harder, the harder people whom we

94



love still stand in rebellion to God. Is that not an expression of the heart of Christ (Luke
13:34)? We do not, however, question God's righteous judgment against the
rebellious; we plead for His mercy, which can only be dispensed at His cost, not on
their merit. Yet we must acknowledge that the time may come when God indicates
‘Enough!’ (cp. Deut. 3:26; Rom. 9:18).

1 John 5:16 (NASB) is difficult to understand. We usually focus on attempting a
definition of the ‘sin unto death’, and rebellion may come to mind. A partial solution
may lie in noting John's change of Greek words used, endorsing the ‘asking’ (as a
subordinate would: aiteo) for the sinner's life (of service?) but instructing us not to
assume we can ‘make request’ of God about ‘sin unto death’, as though we were His
equal (erotao, appropriate in the Lord's own praying in John 14:16). See Vine on ‘Ask’
[Comment 2].

Geoff Hydon

From Okorikpehre:  Can rebellion go beyond prayer?  Prayer is an act which expresses
reliance on God’s ability to deliver. We believe that God can ‘do exceedingly
abundantly above all that we can ask or think’ (Eph. 3:20 NKJV). While God delights
to answer prayer in a positive sense, there are limits to which we can ask and expect
divine intervention. The answers we receive for our supplications are ultimately subject
to His will. 

Zedekiah was a disobedient king. He, together with his servants and the people of
the land, had no regard for the word of God (Jer. 37:2) and yet had the temerity to
request prayers! He was weak and cowardly, allowing Jeremiah to be arrested by Irijah
and put into a dungeon. When government officials requested that Jeremiah be killed,
his reply was, ‘He is in your hand. For the king can do nothing against you’ (38:5).

Rebellion can go beyond prayer where the grace of God is spurned and judgement
declared, such that no amount of prayer can overturn the judgement (34:1-7).
Zedekiah’s request for prayer was therefore inconsequential (37:3). There is biblical
evidence, though, of God’s ability as well as His refusal to rescue individuals and
nations that worked contrary or even in obedience to His ways. God is never
conditioned to work in a particular manner: His sovereign power gives Him this
flexibility.

A measure of suffering?  Some Christians in our part of the world will have a ‘No!’
answer to the issue. This is the result of wrong interpretations of scriptures, like Isaiah
3:10; 53:5; Mark 16:17 and 3 John 2. The Lord Jesus prepared the minds of His
disciples to expect unpleasant situations in their daily walk with Him. They must learn

95



to deny themselves and take up their cross daily where service to the Master is
involved (Luke 9:23; John 16:33). The disciple should expect some measure of
suffering since the Master himself trod that path and left us an example (Heb.12:2-3;
1 Pet. 2:21).

Jeremiah, the prophet of God, was subjected to humiliating conditions that can only
be imagined rather than described. ‘Measure of suffering’ is an understatement for
him. He had an unpopular message and was told from the beginning that the people
would not listen to him, yet he spoke the word faithfully! He became discouraged to
the point of despair. ’Why is my pain perpetual and my wound incurable which
refuses to be healed? Will you surely be to me like an unreliable stream, as waters that
fail?’ (Jer. 15:18).

Believers are encouraged to count it a privilege when they face various trials (James
1:2; 1 Pet. 4:12-13). Paul encouraged saints of his day that their sufferings cannot be
compared with the outcome of future glory (Rom. 8:18). It is cheering and reassuring
that we can look forward to that day and time when disease, pain, death and tears will
be no more. (Rev. 21:4)

Richard Owotorufa,  Lawrence Onyokoko

From Podagatlapalli:  A word from the Lord   Zedekiah and his officials did not want
to listen to Jeremiah’s words, but they wanted the blessings of his prayers. They desired
a superficial religion that would not cost anything. God is not pleased with those who
come to Him only for what they can get, rather than seeking to establish a deeper
relationship with Him. We would not accept that kind of relationship with someone
else, and we should not expect God to accept it from us.

Zedekiah was not so evil, but was weaker than his predecessor. This king also turned
a deaf ear to the words of the Lord. That did not stop him, as in chapter 21, from
consulting Jeremiah and calling on him for help. Very often we are more inclined to
make demands of the Lord than to listen to what He wants to say to us. If we want
Him to answer our prayers let us start by obeying Him (John 15:7)! Events appeared
for a moment to contradict what the prophet had declared. Instead of taking
Jerusalem, the Chaldeans, under threat from the Egyptian army, lifted the siege and
went away. The Lord reminded Jeremiah that this was purely a short-term situation.
Jeremiah thought to benefit from this by leaving the condemned city [Comment 3]; but
he was recognized, brought before the princes and charged with treason. At the time
of Jehoiakim, the princes seemed to be more sympathetic than the king (36:19). Under
Zedekiah it is the opposite. When Jeremiah had been beaten and imprisoned by the
princes, the king arranges a secret meeting with him and then improves the conditions
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of his captivity. 
 

In the word of God there are four great examples of believers suffering for the sake
of righteousness: there are Joseph, Job, Jeremiah and Paul. Jeremiah was persecuted
by his own family (Jer. 12:6). He was plotted against by his home town (11:18-23). He
was rejected and ridiculed by his religious peers (1:3; 20:7-9). He was arrested, beaten
and accused of treason (37:11-16). God’s servants might well expect a measure of
suffering for our Lord’s sake (2 Tim. 2:3; 3:12).

 Zedekiah wanted the intercession of the man of God but not the instruction of the
word of God. He never should have separated the two (John 15:7; Acts 6:4). He
wanted God to be his servant and deliver the city, but he was not willing to be God’s
servant and obey the Word. Do we ask God for help only in emergencies, or do we
seek His direction each day?

 B.V. Prasada Rao

From Ravulapalem:  Faithfulness of Ebed-Melech  ‘He that receiveth a prophet in the
name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward,’ Jesus told His disciples (Mat.10:41
RV). For the help received to be delivered from the dungeon Jeremiah relays the
message of God that he would not fall by the sword. Ebed-Melech was likely a
foreigner from Ethiopia, selected by God when none of the Israelites came to the
rescue of Jeremiah (38:7-13). He was a eunuch in the palace of Zedekiah of Judah
during the siege of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar. It was common for kings to keep
eunuchs in the royal houses—e.g. Hegai in Esther 2:3; and  the finance minister in the
court of Queen Candace, who was baptised by Philip (Acts 8:27).

When Ebed-melech heard that the prophet was in the pit God put mercy into his
heart to help Jeremiah. When the people of God are in difficulties sometimes He will
send help in unexpected ways, e.g. Barnabas in Acts 9:27. The Lord knows how to
deliver the godly through and out of temptations and difficulties (2 Pet. 2:9-10). Ebed-
Melech had faith in the true God, and help, for which he received a special promise
from Him that he would be saved from the disaster (Jer. 39:18) at the time of capture
(cp. Ps. 91:14). Compare also Rahab in Josh. 2:15,  Heb. 11:31.

‘And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who
have been called according to his purpose’ (Rom. 8:28 NIV). ‘Who shall separate us
from the love of Christ?’ (v.35).

 S.J.M. Edward

From Surulere:  Rebellion beyond prayer?  It is the height of presumptuousness to
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persist in deliberate opposition to the word and will of God, and in the same vein
expect to be availed of God’s providence and heavenly sustenance: 'But now the
LORD says: “far be it from Me; for those who honour Me I will honour, and those who
despise me shall be lightly esteemed”’ (1 Sam. 2:30 NKJV). Rebellion is at the core of
the problem of mankind—a wilful opposition to God’s revealed will and an insistence
on one’s own way (Rom. 1:24-28). Lucifer, in opposing God and conscripting angelic
beings to his rebel band, sought to impose his own will in a direct challenge to the
Almighty God (Is. 14:13-16). It is worth emphasizing God’s absolute abhorrence of
rebellion, whether passive or active: ‘For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft and
stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry’ (1 Sam. 15:23).

Rebellion can go beyond recovery by prayer, and anyone who presumes he can
despise the word of the Lord and still be guided by the hand of the Lord merely
persists in self-delusion: ‘I will instruct and teach you in the way you should go; I will
guide you with My eye’ (Ps. 32:8). ‘Behold, the LORD’s hand is not shortened, that it
cannot save; nor His ear heavy, that it cannot hear. But your iniquities have separated
you from your God; and your sins have hidden His face from you’ (Is. 59:1-2). 

As always, God cannot be mocked; whatever a man sows that he will also reap (Gal.
6:7). Zedekiah had no true regard for either the word of God or His prophet,
Jeremiah. His irreverence became a standard pattern for all closely allied or affiliated
to him: ‘Now King Zedekiah the son of Josiah reigned instead of Coniah the son of
Jehoiakim, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon made king in the land of Judah.
But neither he nor his servants nor the people of the land gave heed to the words of
the LORD which He spoke by the prophet Jeremiah’ (Jer. 37:1-2).

If God’s marker for finding Him is this: ‘And you will seek Me and find Me, when
you search for Me with all your heart’ (29:13), what hope is there for the rebellious
who send equally rebellious men to request the prophet of God, to ‘Pray now to the
LORD our God for us’ (Jer. 37:3)?   

Frederick F. Ntido

COMMENTS

1. (Aberkenfig):  I do think care and caution needs to be exercised when considering
the Lord’s words in Gethesmane’s prayer as found in Matthew 26:39, 42, & 44, as well
as Mark 14 and Luke 22. At no time was the will of the Son at variance with that of the
Father. He knew in every detail all that was ahead of Him in His pathway to Calvary.
He was fully involved in the decision of deity that His smiting should take the form it
did (see Is. 53:4, where ‘smitten of God (Elohim, plural)’ includes the determinate will
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and concerted action of Father, Son & Spirit in the work of atonement, to which an
element of mystery is attached). The word ‘will’ (Gk thelo) can also mean to have a
mind to, to wish or desire, and with the negative ou, not to be inclined or wish to. This
is the sense in which the Lord’s statement ‘not My will’ should be regarded in the
gospels, similar to 1 Timothy 2:4, where RV has ‘willeth’ and NKJV has ‘desires’. The
latter is the correct translation.

R.B.F.

2. (Mount Forest):  The sin that leads to death (1 John 5:16)  John would doubtless be
very disappointed about the heavy weather Christians have made of his advice and
warning here, which he would think too important to be unclear about. There is no
reason to doubt that one here called a ‘brother or sister’ has genuinely trusted in Christ
as Saviour and belongs to Him. We know, however, from 1 Corinthians 3 that a
believer can so diminish or quench spiritual life that service cannot be saved for any
reward at the judgement seat of Christ: only the soul is saved, as through fire. The sin
that leads to death must therefore mean such sin as, unchallenged and not repented
of and forsaken by the saint, ruins spiritual life beyond recovery. Thus it is liable to go
beyond the reach of prayer, which needs co-operation from the erring saint. Yet who
among us has the insight to be sure that point has been reached? So John simply stops
at saying he is not instructing prayer where such a dire stage has been reached: he
does not rule it out as necessarily hopeless.

M.A.

In the second sentence of 1 John 5:16, RV has ‘a sin unto death’. It is not one single
type of sin that is referred to here: ‘a’ is italicized in this verse (NKJV correctly omits it).
As above, this would indicate a life where the spiritual aspect and force is no longer
in evidence. There can even be a rejection by a saint of God’s work in that life at one
time. A sad summary of an example and expansion of such a sin is to be found in
Hebrews 6:4-8. 

R.B.F. 

3. (Podagatlapalli):  We trust friends would credit Jeremiah with the true motive of
fulfilling the purpose of the Lord’s instruction that the piece of land be bought while
the city was besieged, as a sign that it would be entered on at a future time. His aim
was surely not just to benefit himself.  Cp. Buckhaven and Cromer papers.

M.A.
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