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Introducing . . .                   June 
MAN’S DAYS AND GOD’S YEARS
The ‘few days’ of a human being’s 
lifespan are anything but plain sailing. 
God’s servant Job, who more than 
most, knew the experience of deep 
and prolonged personal suffering even 
though he lived a life of faith, voiced 
this truth (Job 14:1). David, God’s 
anointed king over His people Israel, 
had more than his ‘fair share’ of life’s 
upsets, and especially after securing 
such a notable defeat of the fearsome 
champion of the Philistines, Israel’s 
inveterate foe. 

Although we cannot be certain of 
the identity of the author of this 
Psalm, it would seem to bear the 
hallmarks of David in his repeated 
episodes of difficulty and danger, 
insofar as encountering rebellion and 
opposition from family members, and 
so-called friends and formerly trusted 
allies. Days of distress were aplenty, 
insomuch compelling him to plead 

with the Lord for a speedy response of 
help. He felt an emptiness at times, as 
if the days were slipping away from 
him without anything worthwhile 
being accomplished. Some days he 
appears to have the strong feeling he 
had not been given enough time to do 
what he planned (vv. 2-3, 8,11,23). 

How different ‘times’ are with the 
Lord, where one day with Him is as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years 
as one day (2 Pet. 3:8). God’s times of 
the working of His will are described 
in this psalm as ‘years’, as opposed to 
days. What He does in the lives and 
families of those of faith can extend 
through generations. What He does is 
always right and for the best. He 
makes changes where and when 
necessary, but His faithfulness and 
predisposition to take care and look 
after His own never alters (vv. 24, 26-
27).          R.B.F.

 

From Study Groups . . . 
PSALM 102: ‘A PRAYER OF THE AFFLICTED, WHEN HE 
IS OVERWHELMED’ 
From Aberdeen: The writer of Psalm 102 is not named. Perhaps the main thing 
that is being brought to our attention is not whether this was written by a king or a 
faithful Israelite but that this was an individual whose soul was overwhelmed by 
life’s troubling experiences. He seems to convey extreme discouragement and 
distress in the midst of his poor state of health. By comparison, the wandering 
experiences of the children of Israel brought them to a point where ‘the soul of 
the people was much discouraged because of the way’ (Num. 21:4 AV). In the 
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outpouring of his complaint the Psalmist is more than discouraged: he is 
overwhelmed by depression of his mind and body. What can he do but supplicate 
the LORD for relief? We give serious thought to how deeply troubling it was him 
to accept the reality that ‘thou hast lifted me up and cast me down’ (Ps. 102:10). 

As we grow older, we are each confronted with the uplifting reality of the 
abundant life; and yet at the same time we have to deal with the winding down of 
these natural bodies and the awareness of our ever-shortening timeline. The 
encouragement from the Psalm is that God has a set time for Zion in which ‘the 
heathen shall fear the name of the LORD, and all the kings of the earth thy glory’ 
(Ps. 102:13-15). Looking away from his own immediate troubles the afflicted 
Psalmist fixes his eye on God, ‘But thou art the same, and thy years shall have no 
end’ (v. 27). The day will come when the rule of Christ will change everything: 
‘When the people are gathered together, and the kingdoms, to serve the LORD’ 
(v. 22).                       James Johnson 
 
From Aberkenfig: The title states this psalm is a prayer of the afflicted when they 
are overwhelmed; this is borne out in the opening verses. No indication is given as 
to who was the author. Some have attributed it to David, Daniel, Nehemiah or 
other of the prophets at the time of captivity in Babylon. There is a cry of 
unexplained sufferings like Job’s bitterness of soul (Job 7:11) or Rachel, giving birth 
(Gen. 35) to the son of her sorrow—Ben-oni (Benjamin as his father called him), 
or Hannah, just before Samuel was conceived (1 Sam. 1) where her lips moved 
but no sound uttered, or even Jeremiah the weeping prophet. 

These two portions (Ps. 102 and Is. 38) clearly speak of an individual who is or 
had passed through a time of affliction: but the circumstances of each was 
different. The request for hearing had increased in intensity to crying unto God. 
There is also the expectation that God would hear and quickly answer because of 
the catalogue of his afflictions, his body now emaciated. The psalmist then says 
that he has no appetite to eat. Various medical theories about this have been 
advanced particularly since the 17th century in terms of the physiology of the 
human body (see e.g. ‘Meditations and Disquisitions upon the Seven Psalms of 
David ’ … pp. 139-180 by Sir Richard Baker, 1639). 

The birds of verses 6-7 were among the unclean of Leviticus 11 which were an 
abomination and were not fit for human consumption: the pelican (desert owl) is 
a solitary bird, sitting motionless after gorging on a meal. It would seem unnatural 
for a sparrow (a general term used in the original for all the small ‘clean’ birds) to 
be alone. The context reminds us of desirability and blessings of fellowship 
together. Psalm 69 would substantiate the thought that reproach can inflict deeper 
and more painful wounds than physical injuries: clearly the psalmist had been 
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affected by his enemies. The emotions of frailty, rejection, pain, despair and 
wasting away are seen, especially in verses 10 - 11. 

The psalmist changes tack from verse 12, stops his complaining about human 
frailty and weakness. He then focuses on the changeless eternal attributes of the 
Lord. The appointed time has come: God’s timing is exact and precise; He does 
not ‘exist’ in a timeframe. He may allow the powers of darkness to have their 
hour, but when God’s time is come, nothing and no-one can stop Him: ‘He will 
arise and have mercy upon Zion … so shall the nations fear the name of the Lord’. 
Clearly the psalmist is looking at the overall picture - the everlasting character of 
God; the foundation of the earth and the establishment of the heavens. He then 
says that the heaven and earth will perish but the triune God endures for ever. 

We can also see the Saviour typified in His sufferings as we link such scriptures 
written in prophecy (Lam. 1:12) ‘… sorrow like unto my sorrow, which is done 
unto me’, and ‘… smitten of God and afflicted’ (Is. 53:4). Obviously, we must be 
careful not even to imply that the Lord had done anything wrong, when the psalm 
says (v. 2) ‘in the day of my distress’ or ‘when I am in trouble’ as the NIV puts it: 1 
Peter 2:22 makes that absolutely clear. Further links can be seen in some of the 
various phrases from verses 3 - 8, particularly to Psalm 22. 

The picture we have in Isaiah 38 is of a king who was granted an extension to 
his earthly life. His prayer from verse 10 to 14 is similar to that of the psalmist in 
102: 1-11 where he complains about his physical suffering, yet he doesn’t cry 
unto God until verse 14. He relates it as an incident in his life. From verse 15 he 
changes tack asking what he should do. We see the prayer of the king as he 
supplicates the Lord (16-19). Then in verse 20 he rejoices in praising the Lord with 
the people in the temple by the use of singing and stringed instruments.    
                                Bill Paterson 
 
From Buckhaven: In Psalm 102 we have a lament by an unnamed writer. It is a 
cry from the inward man of deep mental and physical distress. The writer’s 
suffering seems to be associated with the condition of the nation and there is a 
real urgency in his plea or request, ‘Hear my prayer, O LORD, And let my cry 
come unto thee. Hide not thy face from me’ (vv. 1-2 RV). He seems to be in 
anguish and distress, ‘Incline thine ear unto me ... answer me speedily’ (v. 2). He 
then reveals the condition of his person using language similar to Job and 
Jeremiah. He is as weak as a cloud of smoke, helpless, and his days vanish away, 
his bones burn within him, his heart—the inner man—is stricken and he is 
withered away like grass. He groans in his being and cannot eat: ‘I am like an owl 
of the desert’ (v. 6 AV). Sleep flees from his eyes. He feels like the lone bird on the 
rooftop, his enemies taunt him and his name has become a curse. The writer 



 
76 

accepts that his situation is from God who has placed this sore trial upon him. He 
feels abandoned as he considers the brevity of life (v. 11). 

The experience of the psalmist points us to the life of Christ as He sojourned 
here among men, who suffered reproach and rejection and felt great hurt in His 
person, causing Him physical and mental distress. He had a heavy burden for the 
nation who rejected Him and caused Him great grief. He had been their spiritual 
rock in their wilderness journey and they knew not the time of their visitation 
(Luke 19:44). 

In this psalm we see foreshadowed the deep sorrows of the blessed Man, a 
man of prayer who rose early on numerous occasions and continued through the 
night where He wrestled in prayer alone ‘with strong crying and tears’ (Heb. 5:7). 
The Lord knew all the feelings and emotions of manhood, sin apart. In His hour of 
rejection, He prayed for Zion which killed the prophets and rejected Him. The 
day of glory would come into mind and the divine purpose would be fulfilled, for 
God would build Zion, where a king shall reign in righteousness ‘whose name is 
the Branch’ (Zech. 6:12 RV). He is the builder of Jehovah’s temple, He shall bear 
the glory, shall sit upon His throne and be a priest upon the throne (Zech. 6:13), 
robed in glorious apparel, wearing the diadems of kingship, the mitre of 
priesthood and the sceptre of sovereignty. In that day Israel will become the head 
of the nations, knowing peace, power and having priesthood. Nations shall come 
up to behold His glory and songs and praise shall go forth from Zion.     
                         Martin Notman 

 
From Cromer: The despondent supplicant  Who cries to God, and why? Is it only 
on his own behalf? It is clear from Psalm 102:13 that the singer sees both himself 
and his nation to be isolated and under threat. It does seem appropriate to 
associate the events of Isaiah 38 with this psalm, although one should bear in 
mind that verses 1-6 describe events previous to the deliverance from 
Sennacharib. The forces of Assyria had swept all before them, as the boastful 
Rabshakeh declared, but they could not resist the power of God. Many of our 
readers may remember Lord Byron’s poem:  

                The Destruction of Sennacherib  

The Assyrian came down like the wolf on the fold, 
And his cohorts were gleaming in purple and gold; 
And the sheen of their spears was like stars on the sea, 
When the blue wave rolls nightly on deep Galilee. 
 
Like the leaves of the forest when Summer is green, 
That host with their banners at sunset were seen: 
Like the leaves of the forest when Autumn hath blown, 
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That host on the morrow lay withered and strown. 
 
For the Angel of Death spread his wings on the blast, 
And breathed in the face of the foe as he passed; 
And the eyes of the sleepers waxed deadly and chill, 
And their hearts but once heaved, and for ever grew still! 
 
And there lay the steed with his nostril all wide, 
But through it there rolled not the breath of his pride; 
And the foam of his gasping lay white on the turf, 
And cold as the spray of the rock-beating surf. 
 
And there lay the rider distorted and pale, 
With the dew on his brow, and the rust on his mail: 
And the tents were all silent, the banners alone, 
The lances unlifted, the trumpet unblown. 
 
And the widows of Ashur are loud in their wail, 
And the idols are broke in the temple of Baal; 
And the might of the Gentile, unsmote by the sword, 
Hath melted like snow in the glance of the Lord! [Comment 1] 

Changing feeling  If one were setting Psalm 102 to music, one might use a minor 
key for the first eleven verses, and a major key for the rest. The first part might be 
rather melancholy in feeling, and the second more confident and triumphant. The 
psalm is unified by attitude; initially of supplication, then of triumphant trust. This 
is an appropriate attitude for us.           Peter Hickling 
 
From Greenock: This psalm is written for us today. Living at 60 degrees north we 
see a large variation in the size of shadows during the day. Winter always casts a 
long shadow as the sun is not far above the horizon. Much nearer the tropics, the 
psalmist has observed the shadow’s changing size during the day. As the sun rises 
during the day, the shadows reduce in size. As the heat of the near overhead 
midday sun reaches maximum so the shadows shrink to minimum size.  

The psalm is divided into three sections. The first and last focus on the transient 
nature of our lives even at their longest. The remainder looks at God’s 
permanence when compared with the old parts of Jerusalem and even of the 
mountain on which it is constructed. 

The parallel between our strength drying up and vegetation being scorched in 
the noonday sun is clear. All the comparisons between humans and the short-lived 
vegetation show how frail we are (James 1:11; 1 Pet. 1:24). What a contrast when 
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the brevity of human life is compared with the eternal God! Even the permanence 
of the rocks is nothing when compared with the unchanging ‘I am’.  Jerusalem has 
very large stones visible in the foundations of Herod’s Temple dating back to B.C. 
60-20. Cairo has the Sphinx which is thought to have been constructed around 
4500 years ago, about the same time as Abraham walked the earth. 

On the 14 November 1963 a new volcanic island appeared in the sea just off 
the south coast of Iceland. With great excitement, scientists have recorded its 
growth and the colonisation by plants. The eruption lasted until 5 June 1967. The 
island is expected to disappear around 2100 caused by wind and wave erosion. 

The Lord God spoke and six days later the world was completed. He 
commanded and we are here on earth. We are not permanent and neither is this 
world. ‘The heavens that now are, and the earth, by the same word have been 
stored up for fire, being reserved against the day of judgment and destruction of 
ungodly men’ (2 Pet. 3:7 RV). 

We have the task of bringing to humankind’s notice the brevity of life.  Death 
is a subject which was taboo, and today is still largely not talked about. Are you 
ready to share our good news before it is too late?          Steve Henderson 
 
From Mount Forest: We can appreciate the Psalmist’s appeals without knowing 
who he was. There are similarities with Hezekiah’s expressive words in Isaiah 38, 
spoken in the context of his faithfulness (see also 2 Kings 18-20, also the 
qualification in 2 Chronicles 32:24-33). Hypothetically, we might also consider if 
different parts of the Psalm reflect separate earlier records of individual 
experience, drawn together for use in later temple worship. We might think of 
Joseph, who Scripture presents almost faultless, as we compare Psalm 102:4-9 
with Genesis 37:18-28; 39:19-20; 41:1,14. We could make comparison to Job 
too, especially Job 29 and 30. However, the compiler of the Psalm did not 
reference such precedents by ascriptions in the Psalm heading. In this respect, 
Psalm 102 contrasts with Psalm 101, even though David certainly did experience 
suffering and times when his life was clearly threatened, principally as Saul 
pursued him. But in Psalm 102:13,16, the note that the Lord ‘shall’ build up (or 
rebuild) Zion suggests all or part of this Psalm was written after David’s time. ‘The 
appointed time has come’ (v. 13) may suggest the psalm was written like Daniel 9 
with the revelation of a return of the Captivity in view. If so, might we see the 
possibility of Jeremiah’s words contributing to this Psalm, he who saw Zion 
destroyed, desired its restoration, and was given that prophetic word (Jer. 25:11-
12; 29:10). 

Although an attitude of prayer in times of suffering is indeed Christlike (e.g., 
Mat. 26:39; Luke 23:34; 1 Pet. 2:22-23; Heb. 5:7), there are aspects of the 
psalmist’s supplication that do not fit well on the lips of the Lord during His ‘trials’ 
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(Luke 22:28). For instance, the first three verses contrast with John 11:42. Only in 
relation to His experience on the cross would God not respond to His cries, as 
scriptures like Psalm 22:1-2 and 69:17 were fulfilled at the time of God forsaking 
Christ. Also, as is the case of other Psalms, parts of which were indeed fulfilled by 
the Lord, the psalmist’s words here include recognition of personal sinfulness 
meriting divine retribution (see Ps.102:10-11); hence its classification among the 
‘Penitential Psalms’. Clearly this was not a reason for Christ to call upon God. 
Nevertheless, we are surely entitled to think the vicarious sufferings of Christ did 
mean He could sympathize with the experience of all the psalmist’s grief and pain, 
and more. Therefore, the imagery of the extremities described and felt are 
instructive to us, as they cause us to consider the Saviour’s love that led Him to 
suffer so on our account. Moreover, the glorious end of the Psalm is directly 
applied to the Son of God in Hebrews 1:10-12. 

In His post-resurrection teaching to His despondent disciples the Lord provided 
a necessary context for enduring suffering (Luke 24:25-26); the temporary nature 
of earthly trials must always be balanced by the righteousness of God in setting 
things right in His eternal purposes (Is. 54:8; 2 Cor. 4:17). The Psalm’s first and last 
sections can be compared to the argument of Ecclesiastes, which first focuses on 
the vanity of brief physical experiences but closes by clarifying the larger, spiritual 
context. So likewise, in Psalm 102:12ff, it is helpful to note the same contrast, 
which emphasizes the enduring ability of God to reign supreme. [Comment 2] 

Geoff Hydon 
 
From Ravulapalem: The writer is afflicted, faint, and pours out his lament before 
the Lord. He was asking God not to hide His face when he was in distress. He 
needs a quick answer as his days are vanishing like smoke and he is forgetting to 
eat. He eats ashes as food and mixes his drinks with tears (cp. Job 2:8; 42:6). All 
this was written in dejection, viewing Jerusalem in ruins. Verses 25 - 27 are in 
Hebrews 1:10-12, maintaining Jesus Christ in view, which is why this is called a 
Messianic psalm. Verses 6 - 7 tell us the loneliness of his heart’s situation. No one 
comes to his rescue as he compares himself to a desert owl among the ruins and a 
bird alone on the roof. Verses 12 - 28 change the style of writing as he tells us 
about his short lifespan. He speaks of God’s eternal existence and how He will 
preserve His people, to whom He is committed far more than to His universe. The 
thoughts about God's mightiness create hope and belief in his heart. He knows 
that things will change, and there is a wonderful arrangement God wants to keep 
for him. Isaiah 38 resembles Psalm 102; 2 Chronicles 29:30; 32:24-26, and 2 
Kings 20:1-11. God indicated through the prophet Isaiah that Hezekiah will 
definitely die, but by his response to His word He will change His plan. 

Hezekiah’s fervent prayer and his belief in God being able to heal his ill health, 
brought about God’s answer to his prayer and extended his lifespan by fifteen 
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years. God heard his prayer and saw his tears (Is. 38:4-7). His plans and our 
prayers can decide the fate of our individual, family and church lives. We must 
have a strong spiritual belief that prayers solve problems and change situations (see 
James 5:14-15). 

In verses 16 - 17 Hezekiah was saying that God had restored his health and let 
him live. Surely it was for his benefit, and in love God kept him alive. The 
important thing to be kept in mind is that God puts all our sins behind His back 
(Is. 38:17; Mic. 7:19) How great are His love and mercy. Verses 18-20 parallel 
Psalm 30 for the dedication of the temple of Solomon. The dead cannot praise 
Him (vv. 8-11). ‘The living, the living — they praise you as I am doing today’ (v.19 
NIV). Similarly, we have to praise and give thanks to Him in our days of life.  
                    S.J.M. Edward 
 
From Surulere: It is an enduring wonderment the intriguing paradox of the themes 
of the brevity of life and the everlasting God. Moses, the man of God, declared: 
‘The days of our lives are seventy years; And if by reason of strength they are 
eighty years’ (Ps. 90:10 NKJV). The apostle James stated: ‘For what is your life? It is 
even a vapor that appears for a little time and vanishes away’ (James 4:14). Moses 
declared again: ‘Even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God’ (Ps. 90:2), and: 
‘The eternal God is your refuge, And underneath are the everlasting arms’ (Deut. 
33:27). Isaiah proclaimed: ‘For thus says the High and Lofty One Who inhabits 
eternity, whose name is holy’ (Is. 57:15). 

Zion bespeaks the presence of God and His permanence and conveys His 
everlastingness in the midst of the shifting tides and sands of mortality: ‘Those who 
trust in the LORD Are like Mount Zion, Which cannot be moved, but abides 
forever’ (Ps. 125:1). ‘In Judah God is known, His name is great in Israel; in Salem 
also is His tabernacle, And His dwelling place in Zion’ (Ps. 76:1). Zion transcends 
the earthly impregnable fortress once the delight of king David: ‘Remember Your 
congregation which you have purchased of old, the tribe of Your inheritance, 
which You have redeemed—this Mount Zion where You have dwelt’ (Ps. 74:2); 
‘Here am I and the children whom the LORD has given me! We are for signs and 
wonders in Israel From the LORD of hosts, Who dwells in Mount Zion (Is. 8:18). 
   The apostle John and the writer to the Hebrews regale us with thoughts of the 
heavenly Zion: ‘Then I looked, and behold, a Lamb standing on Mount Zion …’ 
(Rev. 14:1) and: ‘But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living 
God …’ (Heb. 12:22). 

A consolation for all who are afflicted and overwhelmed and irked by the 
brevity of life, is the knowledge that the LORD would always build up Zion, 
notwithstanding the extent of its destruction, for indeed it is ‘Beautiful in elevation, 
the joy of the whole earth, is Mount Zion on the sides of the north, The city of the 
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great king’ (Ps. 48:2). In the same vein, the brevity of our lives notwithstanding, 
the everlasting God will ensure that: ‘The children of Your servants will continue 
And their descendants will be established before You’ (Ps. 102:28). God, through 
the symbolism of Mount Zion, reaffirms His affectionate commitment to His 
children and reinforces the harmony and symmetry between our transient earthly 
existence and the eternal nature of His being: ‘Though the LORD is on high, yet 
He regards the lowly’ (Ps. 138:6).               Frederick F. Ntido 
 
From Victoria B.C.  According to Spurgeon, this psalm contains the words of a 
patriot, and instead of complaint is more of a groaning.  He is one who is loyal to 
God and to the nation in which the psalmist belongs. The depth of his despair 
cannot be overstated. He is so overwhelmed emotionally by the indignation and 
wrath of God, that it manifests into physicality making him ill. Statements such as 
‘my bones are burned as an hearth – my heart is smitten and withered - I forget to 
eat my bread’ (AV), shows how personal this is.  Israel’s enemy is his enemy, and 
these enemies are reproaching and sworn against him. The psalmist uses three 
birds: a pelican in the wilderness, an owl in the desert and a sparrow on the 
rooftop to describe his feelings of loneliness as he contemplates the terrible state 
of things. We are reminded of Jesus, weeping over Jerusalem (Luke 13:34) and the 
anguish He felt as He remembered their ungodly treatment of the prophets sent to 
them.  He wanted to gather them as a hen does her chicks, but Israel wouldn’t 
have it; therefore, they would be left desolate. 

From verse 9 he continues, stating such things as ‘I eat ashes like bread’ and 
‘mingled my drink with weeping’. He feels like a man lifted and thrown down 
hard, like a wrestler. He concludes his groanings, comparing his life to the decline 
of a day with its shadow lengthening and that he is dried up as withered grass. 

Verse 12 begins a climb out of the bleakness of how the psalmist feels.  He 
takes his eyes off the circumstance and focuses on the God of Israel, who endures 
forever; God who remembers Israel from generation to generation; God who 
hears the cries of His people, and hears the cries of the prisoners and those 
appointed to death. He also speaks of the heathen and all the kings of the earth 
fearing and honouring the Lord when He appears in Zion in His glory. One of our 
scholars noted that Jesus is both prisoner and creator. He was in the beginning as a 
master workman, and he was taken from prison and from judgement.  The Lamb 
of God, found with no fault and sentenced to death! Yet, in His resurrection, a 
people were created for praise to the Lord (v.18). 

Hezekiah’s prayer in Isaiah 38 is similar to Psalm 102: 23-24 in its bleakness. 
Birds are used in illustration too.  Hezekiah was loyal to God and His people. He 
had done Judah much good and shown faith in the threats from Sargon in 
besieging Jerusalem (Is. 20:1). Now Hezekiah was dying, and he prayed to God. 
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God answered him in extending his life and causing the sun to go back a short 
time as a sign it would happen.  In Psalm 102; 25-26 we see how this world will 
experience a renewal when Jesus appears in Zion again, but will finally be 
destroyed (Is. 51:6).              R. Lefevre; P. Williamson  

 
COMMENTS 
1. (Cromer): Lord Byron's remarkable poem, encapsulating and magnifying God’s 
thrilling intervention on behalf of His people in 2 Kings 19:35, leads us to observe 
that, compared to the woeful ignorance of the Bible that characterises our 
generation, the general knowledge of scripture in Byron’s time was such that his 
readers would at the very least have had a passing acquaintance with the Biblical 
incident and many of them would have enjoyed the way in which the poem 
unapologetically celebrates the supreme authority and awesome power of the 
One who is not only the God of Israel, but the God of Gentile believers too.     J.J. 
 
2. (Mount Forest): It has been suggested that Psalm 102 fits the context of Luke 
22:42, where the words of Psalm 102:12-22 and 25-28 could be attributed to the 
angel who appeared to strengthen the Lord as He prayed in Gethsemane. While 
this interpretation is not held by all, the thoughts arising therefrom have been and 
are precious to some in their meditations on the Lord’s anguish in the garden.   J.J. 
 

I cannot see any such application of the Lord’s words in Luke 22:42 to what is 
recorded in Psalm 102, in the verses quoted. It is the statement of a man of faith, 
not an angelic being, going through suffering in a human lifespan context and 
comparing that with God’s workings on a divine timescale (Ps. 102:24).        R.B.F. 
 
 

Feature 
THE HOUSE OF GOD IN THE BOOK OF JOSHUA 
Introduction 

The book’s title bears the name of Moses’ successor in the leadership of God’s 
people Israel; its meaning being ‘Jehovah saves’ or ‘Jehovah is salvation’. The entry 
into the land of promise given to the nation as the Lord’s inheritance was shortly 
to take place, but there would be battles still to be fought and victories won before 
it could be fully possessed, and which could only be achieved through faith. 
Joshua was a just such a man of faith to lead them. God’s law had been written on 
his heart and it was his desire as well as his duty to see that it had a prominent 
place in his daily life and that of his people (Josh. 1:7-8, 11).  
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In our ‘today’ of service in the kingdom of God, we are encouraged and 
strengthened by the place we give to His word, which is to be observed, spoken 
and written, having been brought by divine grace into the spiritual inheritance of 
‘the faith’ of which Jude wrote, and having a united leadership that is strong and 
vibrant (Jude 3; Heb. 13:17).   

A Place of Treasure and a Place of Service 

In the taking of the city of Jericho which, at the command of the Lord, had to 
involve the encircling of the city thirteen times by the Israeli army, everything and 
everyone living there, with the exception of Rahab, her family, relatives, and 
household, had to be put to the sword and the city itself burnt to the ground. No 
booty was to be taken except all the silver, gold, and vessels of brass and iron 
which was kept in the treasury of the house of the Lord for a future day (Josh. 6:3, 
14-15, 17-19, 21, 23-24; cp. Heb. 11;30-31).      

Failing to ask the Lord’s counsel resulted in a covenant being enacted with the 
Gibeonites.  They, having heard the news of Israel’s victories on the battlefield 
against Jericho and Ai, feared for their own lives. Their subtle approach of lying 
about who they were and covenanting to be in willing servitude to Israel beguiled 
the Israelite leaders.  However, they were actually Hivites and deserving of 
destruction, as were other Canaanite nations because of their evil practices (Lev. 
18:24; Deut. 18:9, 12; Josh. 9:6-8, 14). Joshua and the princes of the 
congregation had been duped and therefore had to spare their lives, though the 
Gibeonites were co-opted to be woodcutters and watercarriers for Israel, serving 
in the house of their God, in the place which He should choose (Josh. 9:21, 23-
24, 27).  

Shiloh and the Tent of Meeting 

We come now to Shiloh, which in Hebrew means ‘tranquil’. It has a backdrop of 
peace achieved through conquest, and is a descriptive term of Israel’s Messiah, the 
Lord Jesus, the ‘Prince of Peace’, who was of the lineage of Judah (Is. 9:6; Luke 
2:4; Rev. 5:5). Shiloh is initially mentioned by the patriarch Jacob in Genesis 
49:10 in his prophetic statements of events relating to Israel’s future. Judah is 
given a place of prominence among his brothers, Jacob’s sons ‘until Shiloh comes’. 
He bears the rule of government, is victorious over all His enemies, and 
commands obedience and displays authority worldwide. 

The house of God was erected in Shiloh. At the door of the Tent of Meeting, 
twenty-one men, three from each of the seven tribes which had not yet claimed 
their inheritance, met with Joshua to come to an arrangement for the final division 
of the land. Border lines were drawn and boundaries set, and these were agreed 
under the direction of Eleazar the priest and Joshua, who had his tent home 
situated among them (Josh. 18:2-4, 9; 19:49-51). 
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God’s house today, as in New Testament times, is to be a place of righteous 
government and godly rule (1 Tim. 3:4-5, 15; 1 Pet. 5:2-3; Acts 20:28). Each 
church of God, which together with other churches of God forms the one ‘temple 
in the Lord’ (Eph. 2:19-22), like the tribes of God’s people Israel of old, has 
‘borders and boundaries’ of divine rule within which they are to operate (1 Cor. 
4:17; 7:17). 

Settlement and Stability 

At last the nation of God’s people were able to take root in the land promised to 
their ancestors as a result of the Lord’s deliverance from the clutches of their 
enemies. Not one adversary was blocking their progress and expansion and not 
one good thing of all the Lord had said to them failed to materialise (Josh. 21:44-
45; 23:14).  

Joshua’s days were coming to an end, but such was his influence as an 
outstanding leader of God’s people, the high spiritual tone of his character, and his 
exemplary manner of life, that Israel had some of her best days in God’s service 
within the tabernacle during his lifetime and that of the elders of the nation who 
outlived him (Josh. 22:19; 24:31). 

We are likewise indebted to so many leaders of the past who gave their lives to 
the examination and exposition of God’s word, backed up by a life of faith (Heb. 
13:7). 

R.B.Fullarton, Bathgate 
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