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Introducing . . .                 March 
THE COST OF CONSECRATION AND THE GLORIES 
THAT WOULD FOLLOW

The whole congregation were 
assembled and watched as Moses 
washed Aaron and his sons, then 
clothed them with the priestly 
garments. A very public spectacle. The 
people saw men ‘of like passions with 
themselves’ being prepared to 
represent them before Almighty God. 

They watched the whole elaborate 
ceremony, as a succession of animals 
were brought and, one after another, 
ritually slaughtered: sin offerings, burnt 
offerings, peace offerings, for Aaron 
and his sons, and for the people. They 
also observed the meal offerings 
offered with the sacrifices. 

They watched Moses smear the 
blood of the ram of consecration onto 
the ears, thumbs and big toes, of Aaron 
and his sons. Much blood was shed 
that day. The ground of the courtyard 
on the north side of the copper altar 
must have been drenched in blood and 
the bespattered sides of the altar bore 
ample evidence that the lives of many 
innocent creatures had suddenly been 
ended.  

What a bloody scene met the eyes 
of the onlookers at Golgotha, where 

the soldiers hammered brutal nails 
through flesh and bone as they 
crucified the dear Son of God. 

Each of the Levitical offerings 
speaks of a unique aspect of His 
character, who not only met our need 
as sinners and met God’s perfect 
righteousness, but gave great pleasure 
and complete satisfaction to the heart 
of God. In the sacrificial death of His 
beloved Son, there arose the fragrant 
aroma of One whose whole life was 
dedicated to doing the will of His God 
and Father, even though it cost Him 
more than we will ever know. 

The consecration of Aaron and his 
sons, takes us beyond the sacrifice of 
Calvary, to the inauguration of our 
risen Lord as great priest over the house 
of God - where the garments of Aaron 
the high priest and his sons, all speak of 
the perfection and work of our Lord as 
our Advocate and great high priest, 
who not only pleads our cause before 
the throne of grace but who takes the 
feeble praises and thanksgivings of His 
earthly people, and offers them 
acceptably to His God and Father in 
the holy place above.       J.J.   
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From Study Groups . . . 
THE ANOINTING OF AARON AND HIS SONS AND THEIR 
WORK (LEVITICUS 8, 9 & 10) 
From Aberdeen: To glean from Leviticus we can compare certain points made in 
the book of Hebrews. Nevertheless, in this particular portion of Leviticus the attempt 
to understand the procedures imposed upon the priesthood may also be fairly 
described as waters to swim in! (Ezek. 47:5). 

It is noticeable that the LORD was going to appear to the congregation of Israel 
in a significant manifestation of glory, ‘for today the LORD shall appear to you’ (Lev. 
9:4). The whole congregation, gathered as they were outside the tent of meeting, 
were so moved by the fire coming out from before the LORD and igniting the burnt 
offering on the altar that ‘they shouted and fell on their faces’ (Lev. 9:24). Yet this 
same congregation never entered the promised land of Canaan because of their 
unbelief. When we consider the wonders of divine intervention that the Israelites 
experienced—both in Egypt and the wilderness—they neglected those encounters 
with God to such an extent that God would not allow them to enter Canaan’s rest. 
A lesson for today: we should keep strong the memory of Christ’s finished work on 
the cross for us. Today on earth, there is a present spiritual rest held out for us to 
grasp and hold fast, as Hebrews chapter 3 encourages us to do.     James Johnson 
 
From Aberkenfig: We note how under Bezalel’s and Oholiab’s supervision, the 
children of Israel were to make the priests’ garments (Ex. 28 & 39) in preparation 
for the actual appointing in Leviticus 8 and 9 [Comment 1]. 

We first note the command ‘to gather them together and assemble all the 
congregation’. There was to be no excuse that the people were unaware of what 
was taking place (v.5). There was no cultic or liturgical significance assigned to those 
garments aside from being designated as holy (Ex. 28:2). However, today we ‘have 
a high priest…made higher than the heavens…offered up Himself once for all…’ 
(Heb. 7: 26-28). All believers are priests, and our high priest has gone into the holies 
with His blood once for all [Comment 2]. 

The pattern of embroidery (Ex. 39:41) must have been stunning, wrought by 
cunning craftsmen, chosen by God. Their function was to remind the Israelites that 
a powerful, holy and just God was ever present with them as the priests wearing 
those garments were linked to God. Worship was never to be hurried, disorderly or 
casual. There were clearly defined standards whereby the One who created the 
universe could be approached and worshipped. They were a covenanted people 
and offenders of God’s laws were dealt with swiftly - as two of Aaron’s sons found 
out. 



 
32 

Before Aaron and his sons were clothed, they were washed with water at the 
laver. This is comparable to the baptism of adult believers in the New Testament; 
indeed, some Jewish interpreters maintained this washing was by immersion, but 
scholars are divided. Exodus 30:19-21 gives specific instructions relating to their 
duties in the tent of meeting: only washing hands and feet (v.19). The garments (v.7) 
are mentioned in the order they would be put on [Comment 3]. 

The work of Aaron and his four sons was to be of the highest standard. ‘The fine 
twined linen for the coat cannot be purchased or manufactured today; it was an 
Egyptian art which died with the Egyptians (‘Manners and Customs of the Ancient 
Egyptians’ by Sir J. Gardner Wilkinson vol. II pp. 72 & 75).  Not only was this fabric 
of a fine texture but the same typology is seen in the fine flour in the shewbread 
and in the meal offering. We believe it was pure white as in type it reminds us of 
‘Him’ who was clothed with a garment down to the foot (Rev. 1:13-14). 

The position of the precious stones in the breastplate was prescribed by God, 
including the ephod, with the Urim and Thummin in a pouch: also the two onyx 
stones and chains of wreathen work. Twenty-four times in Exodus these colours are 
mentioned, but always in the same order i.e., gold, blue, purple, scarlet and fine 
twined linen. Gold can be shaped and reshaped into fine thread or strands. 

The application of the anointing oil was a sacred part of the ceremony. Every 
piece of the tabernacle furniture was sprinkled, sanctifying them with the oil. It was 
also poured upon Aaron’s head; it ran down his beard and onto the skirts of those 
beautiful garments (Ps. 133:2), but not upon his flesh, (Ex. 30:32). Likewise for 
Aaron’s sons’ garments (Ex. 30:22-38). The priests were to devote themselves to 
exclusively carrying out the services of the Lord and not be preoccupied with 
mundane considerations that would divert them from the things of God. Obedience 
rather than love is at the heart of both Old and New Covenants: this is God’s prime 
demand of His followers - love will ensue as a consequence. 

Aaron represents Christ, whose name means ‘Anointed’. He was anointed by 
the Holy Spirit at His baptism that He might minister to the Father as Man. We too 
have been anointed at our conversion in order to serve God by leading sinners to 
Him; we can do nothing for God and nothing for sinners without the power of the 
Holy Spirit (Rom. 8: 5-11). It is God’s work: we are working for God and not the 
other way around.                  Bill Paterson 
 
From Cromer: The chosen line  The principle of divine choice permeates the whole 
Bible, even though we might think that particular individuals might have forfeited 
their place by disastrous errors in their lives. In the case of Aaron there was the 
incident of the golden calf (Ex. 32:1-5), where he was complicit in its creation (Ex. 
32:4), and in pusillanimity blamed the people for what he had done. Another 
example is David, whom God described as a man after my heart (Acts 13:22), even 
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though he sinned in adultery with Bathsheba and the effective murder of Uriah (2 
Sam. 12:9). These examples show us that God is a forgiving God, and we who have 
been forgiven should be ready to forgive also. 

The anointed High Priest  Anointing is the outward sign of a divine choice. This is 
not always recognised today, but it remains true. The late Queen Elizabeth always 
recognised that she was the anointed Queen, and said in South Africa in 1952 ‘I 
declare before you all that my whole life whether it be long or short shall be devoted 
to your service and the service of our great imperial family to which we all belong’. 

The commandments of the Lord, delivered to the congregation by Moses, 
delineated all the things that had to be done to Aaron and his sons to prepare them 
for their service. One could attach a spiritual significance to each of these items, but 
in the absence of specific scriptural connection this would be largely speculative, so 
it is better avoided. 

A summary 

The Old Covenant The New Covenant 

The priesthood was impermanent, 
because of death (Heb. 7:23) 

Christ a priest … after the power of 
an indestructible life (Heb. 7:16) 

The priesthood was hereditary, to the 
descendants of Aaron (Lev. 1) 

The Lord Jesus is established as a 
permanent high priest by the word 
of God’s oath (Heb. 7:20-21) 

An earthly sanctuary, copy and shadow 
of the heavenly things (Heb. 8:5) 

Holy places in heaven itself, where 
Christ appears eternally on our 
behalf (Heb. 8:2) 

The high priest could only enter into the 
holy places once a year, on the day of 
atonement (Lev. 16:34) 

Christ a priest for ever, after the 
order of Melchizedek (Heb. 17:17) 

Peter Hickling 
 
From Glasgow: Chapters 8-10—The anointing of Aaron and his sons for their work  
From the passage prescribed for this month’s study we focus first on the blue robe 
with blue, purple and scarlet pomegranates, made with yarn and finely twisted 
linen, and alternating with bells of pure gold, all attached around the hem (Ex. 
28:31; 39:22-26 NIV). Blue has been associated with obedience, since the 
command about every Israelite having tassels attached to the hem of their garment 
of daily wear with cords of blue said: ‘You will have these tassels to look at, and so 
you will remember all the commands of the LORD, that you may obey them …’ (v. 



 
34 

29). Moses reminded the new generation, and faithful ones who remained from the 
earlier stages of their journey, of the importance of this command in Deuteronomy 
22:12. Then when the Lord Himself came into this world in a body of flesh, He 
faithfully and gloriously fulfilled the antitype in His own knowledge and keeping of 
the law of God for His people Israel. From all this we learn also in our day the 
importance of obedience and humility as we serve in holy priesthood before His 
God and Father in one house for Him today. 

The further service of Aaron and his sons on the days of their consecration  From 
this we first select the fact that Moses himself worked hard to set an example of 
holiness to the Lord, in the purity of his garments, and the care he took in handling 
the holy things of sacrifice before God, in the presence of all the people gathered 
before the entrance to the tent of meeting (see Lev. 8:3-4). We are thus reminded 
of the beauty and glory of our Lord as we gather for His remembrance and rise 
through the help of the Holy Spirit to prepare for and worship in the sanctuary 
above, where Christ is seated and then takes our thanksgivings to present before His 
God and Father. On the Lord’s table before us is the bread, precious token of the 
offering by the Lord of Himself in His purity of daily life while in this world. The 
wine turns our thoughts to that precious blood offered as the price of our 
redemption, seen also in the blood poured out for the Old Covenant priests for their 
sanctification. 

Next in our study we focus on the washing with water, reminding us of the 
importance of preparation of heart and mind and soul as we prepare ourselves for 
worship. We think the Lord has a part in this, in drawing our thoughts and exercise 
to His precious life and death and glorious resurrection, as they are set out in many 
scriptures for our meditation. Parallels are seen also in the verses that follow: ‘He 
tied the ephod to him by its skilfully woven waistband … Then he placed the turban 
on Aaron’s head, and set the gold plate, the sacred diadem, on the front of it, as the 
LORD commanded Moses’ (Ex. 8:7-9). This turns our thoughts to the responsibility 
we have in both holy and royal priesthood service to the care we need for our own 
sanctified thinking and attention to the needs of the people among whom we serve 
in the wider witness of lifestyle befitting God’s house and its testimony in a corrupt 
and fallen world. Moses also ‘… poured some of the anointing oil on Aaron’s head 
and anointed him to consecrate him’. The oil points to the work of the Holy Spirit 
in these things of daily service. 

Next in the passages prescribed we turn to the fact that Moses took the blood of 
the ram for consecration and put some of the blood … on the lobe of Aaron’s right 
ear, on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot’ (Lev. 8:23). 
Our thoughts go to the importance of what we listen to, what our hands are 
occupied in, and where we let our feet take us. With this let us reflect on the weight 
of the right thigh and its accompanying bread, wafer and fat portions, all of which 
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were put in the hands of Aaron and his sons and waved before the Lord as a wave 
offering (8:27). This speaks to us of the seriousness of the office for which Aaron 
and his sons were being consecrated, and how we today are to bear the weight of 
the holy things of service and witness among the Lord’s people and those who come 
into the care of the churches of God to which we belong—remembering the golden 
plate, the sacred diadem, with its message of holiness to the Lord, to be shown in 
the things we handle for Him in the service of His house. 

The significance of the Urim and Thummim  In this we may be guided by the 
Hebrew meanings brought to our attention by such authorities as The NIV 
Exhaustive Concordance and much ministry and study of the passage—‘lights and 
perfections’. From the placing of these in the pouch or ephod we reason, as many 
have done before us, that they were pieces probably of onyx stone and were used 
to cast lots as one method of obtaining God’s guidance. The present writer is not 
aware of any passage of Scripture that specifies exactly how this was done from 
which to draw further significance. It may be enough to consider the One who came 
as the light of the world, and the glory of His humility and grace and truth (John 
1:14), and to be ourselves exercised in these things.     Martin Archibald 
 
From Greenock: The late Norman Miller of Partick 
Assembly, Glasgow, was a gifted painter and a 
Hebrew scholar. He painted this portrait of the high 
priest in his full robes for service in the tabernacle 
to use in a series of assembly ministry meetings. He 
drew the arrangement of the stones as a square on 
the sides of the breast plate, a stone for each tribe 
(Ex. 39:10-14). Placed in the pouch of the 
breastplate were the Urim and Thummin. Their 
names indicate ‘lights’ and ‘perfections’ and were 
used somehow to give the mind of God on difficult 
questions. Both names are plural which suggests 
there were at least four items in the breast plate. 
The use of them is not clear, but it may have been 
a yes/no response to questions. Choosing one of 
them without looking begs the question: How was 
the choice directed?  Norman thought one became 
warmer, the others colder, but it is only speculation 
based on the Hebrew words. 

There is a powerful argument for the stones on  

Aaron’s Garments of Glory and Beauty,  
by Norman Miller Miller  

(image: courtesy of A. McIlree) 
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the breastplate being in the shape of a cross. Applying this arrangement on the 
cardinal points of the compass to the encampment allows space for flocks and for 
human physical needs, just a short walk from the tents. This layout points forward 
to the cross. Here the centrality of God’s presence in the tribes prefigures the cross 
in dealing with the sins of mankind [Comment 4]. 

The golden bells round the bottom of the robe would tinkle as Aaron walked 
about doing his duty in the tabernacle. The people were afraid of the wrath of God 
after the warnings given about approaching Mount Sinai: the thunder and lightning, 
cloud and thick smoke reinforced the warnings. The sound of the bells would 
reassure the encampment that Aaron was alive and well in his service. He was 
obedient to the instruction of Moses. What a contrast to the behaviour of Nadab 
and Abihu whom the fire consumed! The importance of perceiving the holiness of 
God and the need for reverence has a parallel in the New Testament (Acts 5:1-11). 

The importance of making correct choices is one of the major themes in the 
Bible. Saul chose to keep the plunder with the excuse they were going to sacrifice 
it; he also spared the life of Agag, king of the Amalekites (1 Sam. 15). David chose 
to remain in Jerusalem when it was the season for battle, and he should have been 
there as king leading his army (2 Sam. 11:1); Cain chose to till the ground which 
had been cursed (Gen. 3:17). His offering of produce from the earth was offensive 
to God; Ananias and Sapphira chose to lie about the value of their possession which 
had been sold (Acts 5:1-11). 

How about you and me?  We are told we may be bold to enter the holiest by 
the blood of Jesus (Heb. 10:19). May we have courage and confidence to say with 
Joshua, ‘As for me and my house we will serve the Lord’ (Josh. 24:15). 

Steve Henderson 
 

From Melbourne: The anointing of Aaron  With the tabernacle erected and 
instructions given as to the manner in which offerings should be presented, one 
thing was still necessary before the service of the LORD could begin: the 
consecration of the high priest and his sons. This had to be done publicly and exactly 
in accordance with God’s commands. Only then could Aaron truly function within 
the holy places, and equally amongst the tents of the people performing what was 
required of him. 

In a far more marvellous way, the Lord Jesus spoke of His own consecration by 
the Father, and of His being sent into the world, see John 10:36 and 17:19 where 
He speaks of consecrating Himself. 

What parallels might there be between Aaron and his sons being washed and 
then garbed item by item for their offices, and our Lord being consecrated for His 
mission to save not only sinners by His death and resurrection but also saints as our 
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great priest and advocate?  He is the eternal Son ‘monogenes theos’ of John 1:18, 
called the ‘Word of God’ (John 1:1; Rev. 19:13) in which context the reference to 
the ‘washing of water with the word’ (Eph. 5:26) seems apposite [Comment 5], 
given a holy body (Heb. 10:5), and clothed in humanity (1 Tim. 3:16).  Planned 
from eternity past, He lived out His days in the full gaze of men and angels and 
demons as Paul said to king Agrippa ‘this has not been done in a corner’ (Acts 
26:26). 

Not all the animals classified as sin offerings were burnt outside the camp (Lev. 
4:22-35) as this depended on who committed the unintentional sin. As Leviticus 8 
and 9 deal with the consecration of the high priest and his sons (persons of 
significance), can we assume that the blood of the bull and bull-calf sin offerings was 
brought into the holy place and applied to the horns of the altar of incense, though 
this is not specifically stated? In which case, the flesh and skin were to be burned 
‘outside the camp’ as stated in Leviticus 4:11-12 [Comment 6]. 

The type is fulfilled by our Lord’s ejection from the city of Jerusalem by the 
political and religious establishment of His day, and His execution outside the city 
walls. Essentially nothing has changed today, despite the sanitised version of the life 
and death of Christ presented by orthodoxy. He suffered in this way ‘to sanctify the 
people through His own blood’ (Heb. 13:12). Is this not most profound?  Our 
consecration is envisaged here, through the shed blood of Jesus and His being cut 
off from society and its sinful practices. Thus, we are to ‘go to Him outside the camp 
and bear His reproach’ (Heb. 13:13). But to what extent do we do this? 

Nadab and Abihu’s deaths, tragic as they were, were surely for presumptuous 
sins. They had enjoyed the privilege of going up into the mountain where ‘they saw 
the God of Israel’ (Ex. 24:9-10). They had the benefit of being instructed carefully 
by Moses and their father, but they thought they knew best. What a salutary lesson 
not to play fast and loose with what God has said!             Roy Dickson 
 
From Mount Forest: The Urim and Thummim are presented as known items here 
in Leviticus 8 (and Ex. 28), and how they enabled inquiry of God or signified divine 
decisions were presumably obvious in the time of their use. (Articles in NT 2004, p. 
82 and 2010, p. 79 are helpful). Our study concluded they seem to differ from other 
familiar terms, such as (1) lots, or (2) teraphim or household idols, or even (3) the 
stones on the high priest’s breastpiece.  

(1) In 1 Samuel 14:41 the NASB follows the Hebrew and refers only to casting lots 
(NIV, following LXX, interjects Urim and Thummim). From Nehemiah 7:65 we note 
lots would have been readily available to Nehemiah but evidently could not 
substitute for the Urim and Thummim. Although the tribal allocations of the 
promised land were by lot (Josh.14:1-2), some variable aspects of allocation may 
have needed use of Urim and Thummim (Num. 27:21; 33:54). 
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(2) Contra to teraphim etc. (Judg. 17:4-5; Hos. 3:4; Is. 44:9-20), Urim and 
Thummim were perhaps not man-made materials. Manufacture for augury appears 
very inappropriate, as the context of their first use (Ex. 28:30) occurs soon after the 
law extensively prohibited graven images, and without any overriding instruction for 
making them. 

(3) Some commentators assume the plural words Urim and Thummim equate the 
12 stones in filigree settings of the high priest’s breastpiece (Ex. 39:13). However, 
God instructed Moses to put the Urim and Thummim close to Aaron’s heart ‘in the 
breastpiece’ (cp. ‘in’ at Ex. 25:21) attached to the ephod. (It is a presumption they 
were taken out to use.) Remaining hidden they may be significant as a type. ‘Bring 
me the ephod’ (1 Sam. 30:7), not just bring the Urim and Thummim, indicates we 
need to see the typology of the one in a context including the other. The meaning 
(‘lights’ and ‘perfections’) of the Hebrew words that respectively begin with the first 
and last letters of the alphabet (a bit like the thought in Rev. 1:8), may describe 
superlative spiritual aspects not physical features. The Urim and Thummim gave 
heartfelt character to the breastpiece in which they were enclosed, making it the 
‘breastpiece of judgment’ (Ex.28:29-30), and were a preeminent characteristic for 
Levi (Deut. 33:8-11; cf. Ps. 25:14). 

1 Samuel 28:6 indicates three methods to obtain divine direction: Dreams: not 
simple yes/no declarations like a lot. Prophecies: often detailed. Thirdly, Urim and 
Thummim, perhaps also capable of more complex answers. The high priest could 
possibly inquire by articulating detailed competing propositions and then convey 
which scenario God chose. However, the fact the Urim provided no answer to Saul 
must indicate more than a binary selection. Did God withhold, or give, the Urim or 
Thummim necessary additional properties the high priest must sense, that indicated 
God's decision, e.g., heat/cold, aroma, texture, movement? It is just thought-
provoking. 

In Christ all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden (Col. 2:2-3). 
Perhaps Urim and Thummim were shadows of that reality, and we should treasure 
rather than trivialize the privilege of enlightenment today by enquiry through the 
Spirit seeking the high priest’s heartfelt application of God’s word (Rom. 8:26-27; 
Heb. 4:16). For great matters meriting our use of the privilege, the possibility of a 
felt response, though not necessarily identical, may be indicated by, e.g., Acts 4:31; 
1 Corinthians 14:24-25.                    Geoff Hydon 
 
From Ravulapalem: Urim and Thummim and their significance  In the Hebrew Bible 
the Urim (lights) and the Thummim (perfections) are elements of the breastplate of 
the high priest attached to the ephod. An ephod would have 12 stones and perhaps 
the Urim and Thummim made up two out of 12 of these stones [Comment 7]. These 
two elements would help service revelations from God to the priests who used 
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them. These are dies made of wood or stone or metal to throw and know the answer 
from God [Comment 8]. They are connected with divination in general and 
cleromancy in particular [Comment 9]. Most scholars think that the phrase refers to 
a set of two objects used by the high priest to reveal the will of God (Ex. 28:29-30); 
Aaron wears them in the holy place (Lev. 8:8). 

Joshua has to follow the directions of the chief priest Eleazar in war, and he used 
Urim to know the instructions of God (Num. 27:21). Moses in his last days blessed 
Levi that Urim and Thummim are for him. It is the responsibility of Levi to know the 
will of God by drawing lots namely Urim and Thummim (Deut. 33:8). When Saul 
feared the Philistines God did not reveal to him by vision or by Urim or by prophets 
(1 Sam. 28:6). In Ezra 2:63 the priests are restricted to eat the most holy things until 
there should be a priest with Urim and Thummim (Neh. 7:65). 

These go out of date after Israel’s return from exile. Some theologians have 
surmised that when a priest would go to the Lord in prayer these two elements 
miraculously illuminate with an answer: these are used as a device of casting lots by 
asking God to take control of the outcome. 

Thankfully we have the Holy Spirit’s guidance now instead of needing to cast 
lots or rely on Urim and Thummim.              S.J.M. Edward 
 
From Surulere: Lessons that can be learnt from Moses’ clothing of and anointing of 
the high priest and his sons  The scintillating and mesmerizing ceremony officiated 
by Moses in clothing and anointing the high priest and his sons was a veritable sight 
for sore eyes of the Jewish people. It was not simply the breathtaking beauty of the 
high priestly apparel but also the celestial tale which the robes exemplified. It was 
not lightly that the garments were adjudged by the Lord God Himself to be for: 
‘glory and beauty’: ‘And you shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother, for 
glory and for beauty’ (Ex. 28:2 NKJV). 

The garments were holy not because of any intrinsic spiritual quality in 
themselves but because the Lord had declared them such and imbued the designers 
with the wisdom to make them. And is that not indeed the root of all holiness, the 
bestowing and declaring by the almighty God of people and things to be such? For 
a truth the Lord’s words to Peter resonate here: ‘And a voice spoke to him again the 
second time, what God has cleansed you must not call common”’ (Acts 10:15). 

The clothing and anointing of Aaron and his sons were critical steps toward Israel 
becoming in reality a kingdom of priests: ‘And you shall be to Me a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation (Ex. 19:6). Moses, in conducting the ceremony, shows how 
he alone fulfilled the threefold office of being a prophet, priest and a king, which 
foretold the Lord’s more exalted discharge of the offices. 
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Moses clothing of Aaron in the high priestly apparel, which in its several pieces 
speaks richly of the true substance and heavenly provenance of the one and only 
high priest, our Lord Jesus Christ, was indeed a unique watershed moment in Israel’s 
wayfaring history. The high priest’s clothing in its various shades and forms spoke to 
the fact that he must be a burden bearer, one who bore the sins of the people before 
the Lord God. It is not the garments that made the high priest and priests but the 
robes being declared holy by the Lord revealed the importance He attached to the 
office as well as to the men privileged to occupy the same. Although Aaron’s was a 
mortal and dying line, it nevertheless remained relevant until the coming of the high 
priest after the order of Melchizedek (Heb. 7:26-28). 

Moses occupied a special position of conducting this valuable ritual of washing 
Aaron and his sons, a symbolism of their selection, separation and consecration for 
this most exalted of offices. In addition to clothing them, he anointed them with the 
special oil which was a symbol of the Holy Spirit, which confirmed them in their 
office. Similarly, our Lord Jesus in the days of His flesh was anointed with the Holy 
Spirit and power (Acts 10:38)                 F. Ntido 
 
From Victoria BC: The Lord said to king Saul through Samuel that ‘to obey is better 
than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams’ (1 Sam. 15:22).  Jesus was and 
is the perfect obedient servant of God Most High. The dressing of Aaron and his 
sons by Moses was to change and sanctify these men for service as the Lord does 
for us. He has made us ‘new men’. The New Testament tells us to put on ‘the new 
man’. In Aaron’s case he was to represent the Lord Jesus as high priest, so it is 
appropriate that Moses, himself representing Jesus as God’s mediator, dress Aaron 
for service [Comment 10]. The clothing showed characteristics of Jesus. The girdle 
could be seen as the zeal of Jesus serving His God and Father. The robe and ephod 
speak of the beauty and glory of the Lord. The blue of the heavenly, rich gold of the 
divine, purple of the king, scarlet of the blood sacrifice, the fine twined linen of His 
holiness; and all these speak loud and clear of Jesus. Likewise, Aaron’s sons needed 
washing, dressing and sanctifying for priestly service. It’s a picture of the Spirit of 
God in us, born of the Spirit, washed of our sins, fitting us for service in God’s house, 
to offer up spiritual sacrifices to God. This fitting includes offering our very bodies 
as living sacrifices to His service, and includes any goods we possess, since really it 
all belongs to Him anyway. 

We discussed briefly the Urim and the Thummim. There was a pocket provided 
by God in His design of the high priest’s outfit in the breastplate to keep these two 
items. Evidently, they were used by the high priest and God to communicate God’s 
wishes and commands for His people. How they worked is not clear at all, but Ezra 
2:63 indicate they were a legitimate way to find out the clear truth of God. We 
noted that it is near the heart of the high priest, and the desire and will of God’s 
heart always takes precedent. 
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As for the question of why the skin and flesh of the sin offering were burnt 
outside the camp, we saw that while they may not have seen the significance of this 
requirement at that time, we can clearly see that it spoke of the manner in which 
the ‘Lamb of God’ would be offered for our sins and the sins of the whole world; 
He was offered on a tree—the cross— outside the city walls of Jerusalem. 

Finally, we looked at the two sons of Aaron.  From reading the chapter, you get 
the sense from Leviticus 10: 9-10 that they had been drinking, and came up with 
the idea to make an extra offering of strange fire—unsanctioned by God. Obedience 
is indeed better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.  Obedience 
should be the way for the Christian.           Rodger Lefevre; Phil Williamson 

COMMENTS 
1. (Aberkenfig): Yes, the range of skills possessed particularly by Bezalel, under the 
direction of the Spirit of God, was extensive, and Oholiab comes across as his right-
hand man in all the exacting work assigned to them (Ex. 31:1-6,10).         R.B.F. 
 
2. (Aberkenfig): That gives all believers the right to act in priesthood service, but not 
all do, of course.                      P.D. 
 
3. (Aberkenfig): The laver, of course, has a wider meaning and application than 
baptism. Aaron and his sons were washed / bathed by Moses prior to their wearing 
of the holy garments and undertaking the handling of the bullock of the sin offering 
(Lev. 8:6,14). That was a once-for-all act, symbolising what the Lord spoke of to 
Peter in John 13:10 regarding Peter’s overall cleansing from sin, that never needed 
to be repeated (see also Eph. 5:26 ‘the washing of water with the word, and Tit. 3:5 
‘… He saved us, through the washing / laver of regeneration …’). 
Contradistinctively, the washing of the hands and feet of the priests has to do with 
the need for daily sanctification, to which the Lord also alluded in John 13:8. This 
produces a life regulated by resorting to God’s word for counsel and help, which is 
so necessary in our service for the Lord. It is well illustrated in the words of Psalm 
119:9 ‘Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed thereto 
according to Thy word’.                 R.B.F. 
 
4. (Greenock): So far as I know, the idea that the layout of the stones around the 
breastplate prefigures the cross on which the Lord Jesus was crucified, has no 
support elsewhere in scripture.                J.J. 
 

The present writer would agree with the above statement.   
Consulting Bro. Andy McIlree, he says ‘the suggestion is new to me, though it’s 
commonly applied to the layout of the items of furniture from the ark to the copper 
altar. Like many theories, a suggestion takes hold because it has a certain appeal 
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and hard to say it’s wrong, but we do need to see if Scripture shows that it could be 
right. I don’t know of anything that would support this particular view. It is difficult 
to substantiate such a statement.’  
   Our esteemed brother discusses the layout of the stones on the breastplate in 
chapter 9 of his book ‘Garments for Glory’, which is well worth examining.  R.B.F.      
 
5. (Melbourne): The reference to ‘the washing of water with the word’ has to do 
with the cleansing, regenerating power and effect of the word of God, viz. the 
inspired scriptures, also referred to in Titus 3:5 (see Comment 3).     R.B.F.  
                                                                                   
6. (Melbourne): While one cannot be categorical on this point, it would not be out 
of place to suggest this could well have been the case, as ‘the people of the land’ 
(Lev. 4:27) would equate to ‘the whole congregation’ of the same chapter, verse 
14.                       R.B.F. 
 
7. (Ravulapalem): The Urim and Thummim were contained within the pouch of the 
ephod and were therefore separate and distinct from the twelve stones mounted on 
the breastplate.                    J.J. 
 
8. (Ravulapalem): This is conjecture as no description is given in Scripture.     P.D. 
 
9. (Ravulapalem): Since divination and augury were expressly forbidden (Deut. 
18:9-14) we can rule out the idea that the high priest practised any such dark arts 
when discerning the will of God using the Urim and Thummim. Whatever 
mechanism God used to communicate through these mysterious objects, it came as 
a direct revelation from God and had nothing to do with ‘the deep things of Satan’.
                        J.J. 

10. (Victoria B.C.): It would perhaps be more appropriate to say that Aaron in His 
role as high priest typified the Lord Jesus rather than represented Him. And, while 
Moses was the mediator of the old covenant, we should be careful not to press the 
analogy too far. It is sufficient to note that Moses clothed Aaron in his priestly 
garments and that Aaron was a type of the Lord as high priest; I would not view 
Moses’ action in dressing Aaron as simultaneously typifying the Lord Jesus in his 
mediatorial work.                   J.J. 
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Feature 
THE HOUSE OF GOD IN THE BOOK OF EZRA (Part 2) 
Adversaries of the Work of God and House of God  
The enemies of God’s people began a prolonged campaign of subterfuge followed 
by outright aggression on seeing the foundation of the temple being laid. Under the 
pretence of a feigned willingness to share the burden of the work and provide 
material and financial assistance, their clear and obsessive objective was the 
eventual cessation of what was being done by the returning exiles in rebuilding 
God’s house in Jerusalem. They adopted a devious approach by saying in effect, 
‘We’ll join forces and work with you’ and ‘We’re really no different from you, as 
we worship the same God’. This ruse was quickly detected by the leaders of God’s 
people, who stood together, presenting a solid defence against such diabolical 
attacks, but it still led to a serious disruption of the work (4:1-6). 

How true it is when a work of and for God commences, the Adversary musters 
his forces to oppose it, doing everything possible to close ‘a great door and effectual’ 
that has been divinely opened. On our part it demands constant vigilance, 
unification, and acting in a maturity of faith in God (see 1 Cor. 16:9-10, 13; Phil. 
1:28-29). 

A conglomerate of nations from Babylon / Iraq and adjoining countries had been 
brought to Samaria by the king of Assyria and had formed a strong alliance. They 
now took it upon themselves to write directly to the king of Persia (now Iran) 
protesting that the history of Israel was one of insurrection and trouble. Once again, 
this resulted in the rebuilding programme in Jerusalem coming to a halt for a period 
of about 15 years (2 Kin. 17:24; Ezra 4:5, 9-10, 24). 

The Power of Prophetic Ministry 
God invested two prophets, Haggai and Zechariah, with the power of His word to 
inflame the spirit of Zerubbabel the governor and that of Jeshua, the high priest, 
who were the two leaders of the nation of Israel at that time, to resume the building 
of the house of God. They were effectively the Lord’s messengers with, and fully 
absorbed in, the Lord’s message which they faithfully proclaimed to the people of 
Judah and Jerusalem (Ezra 5:1-2; Hag. 1:13). 

Haggai’s ministry was ahead of Zechariah’s by a couple of months. It consisted 
of the urgent and immediate need to be aware that it was the right time to start 
building again; the right moment to have a change of heart; and the right move to 
make in determining to please the Lord instead of themselves (Hag. 1:1-2, 5, 12). 
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Zechariah insisted that the people should seek repentance and wholeheartedly 
return to the Lord of hosts; they needed to change tack from their twisted behaviour 
because time was running out for them (Zech. 1:1, 3-4, 6). 

The call for God’s servants in His house today, in the shortness of time left to us, 
is to eschew idleness when there is work to be done for the Lord, and put on the 
armour of light for the battle we face daily, letting Christ be seen wherever and 
whenever possible (Rom. 13: 11-14; Eph. 6:10-18). 

The Response of God’s People to the Message of the Prophets 
Thankfully, there was an awakening to God’s call, firstly from the two outstanding 
leaders Zerubbabel and Jeshua, who were ably assisted by ‘men of the Word’ - 
other prophets of a lesser profile. Sadly, once again, opposition arose and hackles 
were raised by their opponents, but the eye of Israel’s God was never averted from 
His people and they pressed ahead with the work, resistant to external pressure. 
Contrary to the adversaries’ expectation, the outcome was that Darius, now the king 
of Babylon, instead of agreeing to their opposition to the Jews carrying on with the 
work of rebuilding the temple, gave fresh impetus to God’s people to bring the 
project to completion, with the enforced help of their enemies, resulting in the 
house being duly finished in the 6th year of the king’s reign (Ezra 5:2, 5; 6:13, 15). 

How thankful we are that our captain and leader, the author of our eternal 
salvation, is careful, merciful, and faithful in his high priestly office on our behalf. 
He is with us, empathising and sympathising when we suffer for Him and fully able 
to succour and stimulate us in His service when we feel weak and failing. He will 
enable us to defend His cause, finish His work, and keep going to the end (Heb. 
2:10, 17-18; 4:14-16; cp. 2 Tim. 4:7) 

R.B.Fullarton, Bathgate 

  







Cover Image: From the painting entitled “The Scapegoat,” by Holman Hunt (1827-1910). (Exhibited in
the Lady Lever Art Gallery in Port Sunlight, Merseyside, England). The artist had a gilded frame made for
the canvas, with the words of Isaiah 53:4 inscribed along the top edge of the frame: "Surely he hath borne
our Griefs and carried our Sorrows, yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of GOD, and afflicted"-, and
the words of Leviticus 16:22 inscribed along the bottom edge of the frame: "And the Goat shall bear upon
him all their Iniquities unto a Land not inhabited."
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