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Introducing. . .                                                                    May

WRITTEN FOR OUR LEARNING

The two chapters, 35 and 36, in this
month’s study take us back some
seventeen years to a time in the reign of
Jehoiakim.

There will have been clear reasons at
the time for revisiting and recording
these events from the past, for the
captivity was now imminent. But for us
reading the Scriptures now as an
organised written record we do well to
take heed that the Holy Spirit has
chosen to record out of chronological
place the events of these chapters and
take special note of the theme that is
common to the passage.

Through the events recorded we are
taught the supreme importance of the
written word of God—first to God
Himself and then to His own—and we
are taught also that that is a peculiarly
divine attitude and the natural man is in
opposition to it.

In chapter 35 an oral tradition from a
dead man something like 250 years
before is treated as being sacred and
inviolable and of supreme importance
by his descendants. By contrast the
living words of the living God are
treated by His covenant people as dead
and as though they were from a mere
human.

In chapter 36 care is taken by God to
ensure that His words are recorded in
writing, and the content is told to the
king. He asks that the written word be
brought to him. That written word,
prepared by a loving God through his
servants for repentance and forgiveness
(v.3), was to be despised and rejected
of men, treated as one contributor puts
it, with utter contempt, burned to ashes
in the fire.

But God is not wrong-footed. After
the insults the God of patience and
comfort (Rom 15:5) commissions
Jeremiah and Baruch again and the
word is preserved and in due course
fulfilled.

‘The insults of those who insult you
have fallen on me’ is spoken
prophetically in Psalm 69 of Christ, the
Word made flesh, according to Romans
15:3 (NIV). Then comes 15:4: ‘For
whatsoever things were written
aforetime were written for our learning,
that through patience and through
comfort of the scriptures we might have
hope’ (RV). That is, abundant hope in
the power of the Holy Spirit (15:13)
through the written word we would
naturally have rejected.

P.D
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.From Study Groups

GENERATIONAL OBEDIENCE (Jeremiah 35-36)

From Aberkenfig:  It may seem strange that God was using His servant Jeremiah to
prove the fidelity of the Rechabites. They were of Kenite descent (1 Chr. 2:55); in fact
they can be traced back to Abraham and Keturah. From Judges 1:16 we see that the
father-in-law of Moses was a Kenite, and we note that this man, Reuel, meaning ‘friend
of God‘, was a priest of Midian (Ex. 2:16-18) or Jethro, his other name (Ex. 3:1),
meaning ‘pre-eminence or excellence’. Moses was content to dwell with the man (Ex.
2:21).

Obeying the word of the Lord, Jeremiah brings the whole clan of the Rechabites
under the leadership of Jaazaniah (son of another Jeremiah) into the house of the Lord,
where he had set before them bowls of wine, saying, ‘Drink ye wine’. But they refused,
quoting the commandment of Jonadab (Jehonadab) their founder who had bidden
them that they were to ‘drink no wine, neither ye, nor your sons, for ever’ (RV); and
they were ‘to dwell in tents’ and in effect live as nomads with no land or crops. This
they had done, until Nebuchadnezzar came up into the land, at which time they had
settled in Jerusalem when the Babylonians were regrouping after the battle with Egypt
in 601 B.C.  At that time the marauding Aramaeans and Chaldeans were attacking
Judah. Some 200 years previously Jehu had taken Jehonadab with him, supposedly to
show him ‘his zeal for the Lord’ and carried out the savage purging of Ahab’s house
and the massacre of the prophets of Baal (2 Kin. 10:15-21), which was a violent
reaction against Baal worship.

Having not persuaded the Rechabites to partake of the wine, we find that Jeremiah
obediently uses this incident as an object lesson to the men of Judah. Jehonadab’s
word had been heeded over many generations, but in contrast the commands of God
given at Sinai were disregarded and rejected by the people of God as a way of life. As
the chapter closes, Jeremiah promises that God will honour the Rechabites for their
obedience in keeping the precepts of Jehonadab—a lesson for us today: ‘Them that
honour me I will honour, and they that despise me shall be lightly esteemed’ (1 Sam.
2:30).

The following chapter (36) illustrates just how far the people were away from God.
Again Jeremiah obeys, writing precisely through the pen of Baruch the word of the
Lord. The actual contents were evidently short compared with the prophecy, since the
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nature of the text would show that it was read three times in one day (vv. 10,15, 21)
[Comment 1]. We are not told the actual contents of the roll, but ancient Hebrew
books had their text written in parallel columns, necessitating the unrolling of the scroll
as the reading proceeded. The first reading was to all the people (v.10); the second was
to all the princes (v.15); and the third was to the king, but this time read by a ‘court
official’ named Jehudi. The reaction of the king, warming himself in front of a brazier,
was so different from that of his father Josiah (who rent his clothes in an act of
humility). Despite being urged not to do his act of defiance by several of the princes,
he cut up the scroll and burned it. God’s punishment was clear—destruction of the
land and the end of his kingdom. This was ‘the final straw’ and the fatal start of the
Captivity. We need to take heed: it may not be so severe as this, but holding mercy
and judgment in perfect balance, He will punish disobedience (sin), and remember:
‘It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God’ (Heb.10:31 RV) and ‘our
God is a consuming fire’ (Heb.12:29).

 Bill Paterson

From Belfast: The Rechabites’ reaction  God instructed Jeremiah to invite the
Rechabite clan to the Temple and offer them wine to drink. Since He knew of their
commitment not to drink wine, the point of this test was not to persuade them to do
it, but publicly to display their obedience as an example and a rebuke to the people
of Judah, who had disobeyed the Lord.

The public nature of the ceremony, the presence of their entire clan, the prominence
of the prophet, and the proximity of the temple all added pressure to drink the wine.
They also had the prior exception of coming into the city and leaving their nomadic life
for a period. The point was not strictly the drinking or not drinking of wine: it was
obedience to the teaching of their spiritual father, Jonadab.

If you were pressed to compromise your convictions or the commitments you have
made to God, would you have the courage to stand by them? When the Rechabites
were tested to violate their commitment and separation, both by the Lord and by
Jeremiah, they refused to yield, recognising the test for what it was; for they knew in
their hearts and minds that God would not ask such a thing of them. Their devotion
distinguished them as they chose to live by principle and precept, not based on what
was the accepted and common practice of others.

Two lessons can be learned from this passage:
1. Choice determines character
‘But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the king’s meat,
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nor with the wine which he drank’ (Dan. 1:8 RV).
‘By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s
daughter, choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God ... esteeming the
reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the
reward’ (Heb.11:24-26 NKJV).

2. Faithfulness will be rewarded
God told the Rechabites that because they were faithful to their oath, they would never
lack a man to stand before Him. But because of the unfaithfulness of Judah, not only
did they go into captivity, but it also resulted in the destruction of Jerusalem and God’s
temple. This has always been God’s way—blessing faithfulness, whilst disciplining
unfaithfulness.
‘A faithful man shall abound with blessings: but he that maketh haste to be rich shall
not be unpunished’ (Prov. 28:20).

Sean Johnston

From Buckhaven:  Considering Baruch’s courage  ‘When Jehudi had read three or four
leaves … the king cut it with the penknife, and cast it into the fire that was in the
brazier, until all the roll was consumed in the fire’ (Jer. 36:23 RV).  Jehoiakim treated
the word of God with utter contempt. He foolishly thought that ripping up and burning
the divinely inspired writing would obliterate its message and allow him to live as he
pleased without reference to God’s holy law [Comment 2]. Baruch, knowing the
degenerate cultural climate of his time, fearlessly became the mouthpiece for both the
Lord and Jeremiah, even though he knew the danger to which this exposed him. With
Baruch, the Spirit of God names Elnathan, Delaiah and Gemariah for their faithful and
valiant attempts to persuade the king to reverence the word of God. Such
spiritually-minded warriors will yet be rewarded for standing up for what they knew to
be right.

‘The time will come when they will not endure the sound doctrine’ (2 Tim. 4:3). We
are again living in an age when sound doctrine is not wanted. Over the last fifty years
we have seen an acceleration of godlessness in the Western world, during which our
intellectual and political leaders have been busy cutting into pieces the truth of God’s
holy word and replacing its moral absolutes with fluid ideologies that are essentially
carnal and devilish. Alongside this, the growing menace of Islamic totalitarianism
threatens to stamp out the remaining vestiges of the Judeo-Christian heritage upon
which liberty of thought and speech, religious freedom and the practice of just and
impartial laws, are founded.
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In such a hostile cultural and political climate, we have witnessed the increased
willingness of many who represent the ‘established’ churches, to compromise their
own doctrinal foundations in order to accommodate ideas and creeds which are
diametrically opposed to the word of God. In turn, some traditionally evangelical
churches have also softened their stance on issues such as same-sex marriage,
acceptance of lifestyles contrary to the Word, ecumenical collaboration, eternal
punishment, and so on.

If the Churches of God are to maintain their character as ‘pillar and ground of the
truth’ (1 Tim. 3:15), then it is incumbent upon our leaders and upon every individual
saint to ‘contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered unto the saints’
(Jude 3) and actively to resist, by example and faithful testimony, any attempt to move
us away from the moral and doctrinal tenets that are the foundation of God’s spiritual
house. 

Peter’s words are more relevant than ever: ‘we must obey God rather than men’. We
must be willing to ‘go forth unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach’ (Heb.
13:13). In the last analysis, the word of God will conquer all, whatever godless men
may think to do: ‘He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them
in derision’ (Ps. 2:4).

Jo Johnson

From Cromer:   In chapter 35 Jeremiah demonstrates the importance of obedience
by showing the people of Judah the dedication of the Rechabites to their beliefs. The
Rechabites unstintingly followed the vows they had made in the time of Jonadab, 250
years earlier, to lead a very austere life—abstaining from wine, forsaking possessions
and leading a nomadic life. In contrast to the Rechabites’ obedience to the single
command of Jonadab, the people of Judah disobeyed God again and again.

In order to try to overcome this disobedience the Lord instructed Jeremiah to write
all the words He had spoken on a scroll. This would effectively be a work of reference
for the people of Judah, showing how their past disobedience would result in disasters
being inflicted on them. Jeremiah had been barred from the Temple (chap. 26) so
Baruch, his scribe, was told to take the scroll and read it in the temple. The implication
seems to be that it was quite a lengthy scroll, which took some time to write, as it was
in the fourth year of Jehoiakim that the Lord told Jeremiah to take the scroll, and it was
not until the ninth month of the fifth year of Jehoiakim that the scroll was read in the
temple [Comment 3].
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When the officials heard the writings they reported it to the king who, when he
heard them, piece by piece destroyed the scroll. However, the words of the Lord
would not be lost, and Jeremiah was told to rewrite the scroll and prophesy the
punishment of the king and his children.

About 900 years later, in 300 A.D., the Roman emperor Diocletian ordered that all
Bibles should be destroyed; but this could not be achieved. ‘All scripture is
God-breathed’ (2 Tim. 3:16 NIV), and so, despite the evil efforts of man, we have
God’s word to guide and instruct us today.

David Hickling

From Derby:  God used the test of the Rechabites’ faith as an example of what God’s
people should have observed from Him. The Rechabites were related to Jethro, Moses’
father-in-law—see Num. 10:29-32; Judg. 1:16). The Rechabites were an alien people
who were refugees in Jerusalem and were friends of Judah. One lifetime was not
sufficient for generational obedience: it had to prove itself through successive
generations. The frugal lifestyle that was observed by the Rechabites would not have
appealed to fun-loving people. In the test of their commitment to their forefather’s
instructions, the Rechabites were exemplary. They could easily have partaken of the
wine that was set before them, but they refused to have any. The Rechabites’
obedience brought blessings from God. In the same way, believers in the Lord Jesus
find satisfaction in Him. The world that craves similar satisfaction from earthly things
cannot bring any lasting peace.

In chapter 36 we see how Jeremiah had all his words written by Baruch, who read
out those words in the temple. At first it looked as if the people had accepted what had
been read to them until the word was brought before the king. It is clear that they
understood many of the implications of the written word, but refused to have anything
to do with it. Against advice from officials in the king’s winter house, the king took each
section of the scroll and burnt it. We see here an example of how the world treats
God’s word with disdain and tries to destroy it. Yet despite this we must go into the
world and spread the news that has been given to us and preach Christ crucified, risen,
and coming again.

Robert Foster

From Greenock:  Wine in its place  The ‘law of first mention’ helps us with alcohol.
Wine made Noah unconscious, and his sons covered up his nakedness (Gen. 9:20-29).
As soon as he wakens he utters cursing and blessing in the same sentence (cp. James
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3:9-10). What a start to the recently purified earth! The third mention of wine is in the
account of Lot’s grown-up daughters (Gen. 19:33). Here again total insensitivity results
and immoral behaviour follows. The legacy of their deeds are two races which have
shown continuous hostility to the people of Israel. The second mention is when the
king of Salem greets Abram with bread and wine after the slaughter of the kings (Gen.
14:18). This could be a pointer to future events, but this was the safe way of
transporting water available at that time—the diluted alcohol inhibits the growth of
micro-organisms. Jewish history gives instructions of one-part wine to four-parts water
or milk to avoid intoxication. This sustenance was simply refreshment for the
battle-tired and travel-weary. The wisdom is passed on to Lemuel: ‘It is not for kings
to drink wine; Nor for princes to say, Where is strong drink? Lest they drink, and forget
the law, And pervert the judgment of any that is afflicted’ (Prov. 31:4-5 RV).

The mystery of abstinence  The origin of the hereditary practice of abstinence of the
Rechabites is not clear. They were obedient to their forefather’s command even though
generations had passed, clearly showing the teaching of each generation most carefully.
No retribution would have been possible from one so long dead if they ignored the
imparted teaching. Jeremiah speaks God’s warning to the chosen people, as did the
prophets before him; and, as ever, Israel ignores the message. They ignore the
all-powerful, omnipresent God whilst the Rechabites obey their deceased ancestor.
How could Israel be so self-willed? The loyalty of the Rechabites is rewarded with
promises which only God can make.

Our successive generations need to have the aura of mystery surrounding the
incarnation, the atonement and the resurrection taught to them. They need the careful
instruction of Scripture to be lodged in their hearts (Ps. 119:9-11). ‘I have not spoken
in secret, in a place of the land of darkness; I said not unto the seed of Jacob, Seek ye
me in vain: I the LORD speak righteousness, I declare things that are right’ (Is. 45:19).

God’s message today  Our call to obedience is ‘Do this in remembrance of Me’ and
‘You shall be My witnesses’. Each generation must have the detailed instruction passed
on, clearly understanding that which leads to choosing right; otherwise they will not be
able to be witnesses of that which is unknown to them. Would you rather they were
imprinted with the evil standards of the world and its lax ways, or be like Timothy and
‘abide … in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of
whom thou hast learned them; And that from a babe thou hast known the sacred
writings which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in
Christ Jesus’ (2 Tim. 3:14-15)?
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Surely we will not disobey the call of our Lord Jesus Christ?
Steve Henderson

From Halifax:  Ye hearkened not   In the days of Jehoiakim the word of the Lord came
to Jeremiah, instructing him go to the house of the Rechabites (Jer. 35:2). Jeremiah
brought Jaazaniah, his brethren, his sons and all the Rechabite clan into the house of
the Lord. There, in the chamber of the sons of Hanan, he said. ‘Drink ye wine’ (v.5);
the Rechabites’ unequivocal response being, ‘Jonadab  ... commanded us, saying, “Ye
shall drink no wine”’ (v.6 RV). It has been suggested that this Jonadab was the man of
note in the times of Jehu (see 2 Kin. 10:15), who lived nearly three hundred years
before. Although no reason for Jonadab’s charge is given, it is clear his words were
obeyed. How unlike the men of Judah—‘ye have not hearkened not to me’ said the
Lord (Jer. 35:14)! They gave no ear to the words of His mouth, ‘Yet they tempted and
rebelled against the Most High God, and kept not his testimonies; But turned back,
and dealt treacherously like their fathers: they were turned aside like a deceitful bow’
(Ps. 78:56-57).

Robert J. Butler

From Ibadan (Alawaye):  The sons of Rechab obeyed their father’s voice by not
drinking wine or building houses. If God could see the obedience and determination
of the Rechabites, it shows that nothing is hidden from His sight. God knows that the
Rechabites would pass the test. So He sent Jeremiah to prove them. Despite the fact
that the Rechabites believed Jeremiah to be a prophet of God, they refused to drink
wine as ordered by him. This instruction was not directly from their father but from
their grandparent (most likely from a more remote ancestor—Eds.)  Yet they obeyed
it: ‘To obey is better than sacrifice’.

Baruch knew the likely consequence of taking the message to the chiefs. That which
had been delivered by Jeremiah led him to imprisonment, yet Baruch did deliver the
message. Both Jeremiah and Baruch were bold and trusted in God. The Bible states
that we should preach the Word with all longsuffering and in difficult times. We should
never hesitate to deliver the gospel to unbelievers. Samuel, who had never delivered
God’s message before, was sent to Eli to deliver a message of doom. This was very
difficult for him to do. The Northern parts of Nigeria can testify to this adversity: many
people have been slaughtered as Christian martyrs because of their faith. Are we going
to stand in the face of tribulation? May God give us power so to do!

Samson Ogunleye
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From Mount Forest: The Rechabites demonstrated remarkable willpower in their
reaction to the test set before them by God. Not only did they have the wine set in
front of them, but they were actively encouraged to drink it by no less than a prophet
of God! Therefore, their response would not just have been automatic, and the
possibility to do as they were challenged by Jeremiah must have been a serious
consideration. But they remained true to their forefather’s instruction nonetheless (as
God knew they would). The instructions from Jonadab (son of Rechab) including
abstinence were strict and likely not easy for his descendants to follow.  None the less,
their well-practised determination and ability to stay obedient in difficult
circumstances, resulted in God's powerful promise in Jeremiah 35:19, rewarding the
faithful greatly for their obedience.

The rest of Jonadab’s requirements regarding a nomadic existence would have meant
that producing wine themselves was impractical: they could not rely on staying in one
place long enough. This provokes thought, as we contrast Israel’s prolonged desert
wanderings resulting from disobedience with God’s desires for them to be settled in
a land flowing with milk and honey.  Where there is milk and honey there must be
vegetation to support the herds and hives; so agricultural abundance is indicated, and
the possibility of bringing tithes to God is realized (Deut. 26:1-15). There was to be a
drink offering with every required burnt offering (Num. 28). But the Rechabites must
have relied on other Israelites to provide what God required of the people.  We are left
to wonder how Jeremiah could access the pitchers of wine, when supply was likely
dwindling; it was the evidence of accumulated past blessing. How different now from
the days of Hezekiah (2 Chr. 29:35)!

Now the Rechabites had been forced into the city by the Babylonians (Jer. 35:11),
who would deprive not only the Rechabites, but all Judah, access to land and produce.
The presence of Jonadab’s descendants was a harbinger of the very circumstances
Jeremiah had prophesied, as Moses had predicted before him (Deut. 28, especially
verses 49-51). It was a sign, or at least an illustration (Jer. 35:16). Eventually, in Cana
of Galilee, Mary would say to the Lord: ‘They have no wine’, and she too dwelt among
an obstinate people, spiritually blind and desperately needing a sign. He supplied the
wine as a sign, but for them, not for Himself. Nor was it that God needed the drink
offerings in the days of Jeremiah, but He wanted to see the desire in His people to
obey Him and show gratitude. They denied Him both.

Andrew Hydon, Geoff Hydon

79



From Okorikpehre:  Reaction to a divine test  The Rechabites were nomads. They
sought refuge in Jerusalem for fear of both the Babylonians and the Syrians (Jer. 35:11).
The unique point about them was that they remained committed to the instructions
given them by their forefather, over 200 years before, without any known prophet to
remind them of the rules. The Rechabites had good reason to have compromised,
knowing that the wine was offered to them by God through Jeremiah the prophet, as
opposed to the instruction to abstain coming from a human leader. Furthermore, there
are no recorded consequences if they disobeyed by drinking the wine. They are a good
example of those who, figuratively, did not ‘move the ancient boundary stone’ (Prov.
22:28) set up by their forefathers.

It is instructive to note that although the Rechabites had no knowledge that this was
a test of their obedience, they nevertheless remained true to their conviction. They
exposed the unfaithfulness of Judah, who had the added advantage of God’s prophets
reminding them of His laws. Jeremiah summed up the episode with God’s
benediction: ‘Jonadab son of Recab will never fail to have a man to serve me’ (35:19
NIV).

The Rechabites’ faithfulness reflects one of the key features of good stewardship. The
rules were simple and understood by them, although some descendants might not be
able to provide the reason(s) why. God recognized their faithfulness and rewarded
them with the privilege and opportunity of a higher service. In our day and time the
lessons derived from the Rechabites’ reward by God underscore the importance of
obedience and faithfulness. The Lord buttressed this fact in the parable of the talents,
where He charged us to be occupied till He returns. We are responsible to use what
God has given—time, spiritual gift and resources, as an opportunity to serve Him
faithfully, with its attendant rewards.

God is sovereign and His ways are ‘beyond tracing out’ (Rom. 11:33). Sometimes
we may not understand His paths, but they ultimately lead to our good. He cares
about the way we honour the lessons of our ancestors. The dynasty of Josiah did not
continue because Jehoiakim, his son, did not follow the good legacies that were laid
down. He rejected God’s word and His servants. ‘He will have no one to sit on the
throne of David’ (36:30) was God’s pronouncement of judgement.
 

We dwelt a little on the Nazirite vow and the positive spiritual rewards of abstinence.
It is a deprivation of some sort that comes with immense benefits. Paul’s admonition,
‘It is better not to eat meat or drink wine or to do anything else that will cause your
brother to fall’ (Rom.14:21; cp 1 Cor. 8:13) is fitting for today’s believer to focus on
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what is profitable rather than lawful (1 Cor. 10:23). Instead of being drunk with wine,
he recommends we be filled with the Spirit (Eph. 5:18).

Amos Abodourin, Richard Owotorufa

From Podagatlapalli:   Obedience  Chapters 35 and 36 take us back 10 years to the
earlier siege of Jerusalem. The Rechabities were Bedouin descendants of Jehonadab,
who took God’s part against the Baal-worshippers (2 Kin. 10:15-23). Fear of the
invading army brings them to the city (Jer. 35:11) where their obedience to a pledge,
which was made 200 years before, puts the people of God to shame.

This time Jeremiah has a job to do which turns out to be more encouraging. God has
told him to invite the members of the house of the Rechabites into the house of the
Lord in order to put them to the test. These men firmly refuse the cups which are given
to them and explain why. The code of conduct resembled that of the Nazirites, who
took a special vow of dedication to God (Num. 6:1-4). Moreover, in accordance with
the character of strangers on the earth where they are just passing through (Jer. 35:7),
they are neither to sow seed nor build houses, but must live in tents. All of this
behaviour, they maintain, was commanded them by their ancestor, Jonadab—that
faithful man who, in 2 Kings 10:15, is shown to us standing firmly for the Lord.

Many of us have had parents or grandparents who have taught us—without our
always understanding it—separation from this world where the Christian is a stranger,
as was his Lord. This separation should be practised more than ever on the eve of His
return (Rev. 22:11-12). He does not ask us to abstain from the joys of the world
without first having given us, in Himself, a ‘joy unspeakable and full of glory’ (1 Pet.
1:8 AV).

The sons of Rechab could easily have made the most of the fact that 250 years had
passed since the instructions of their ancestor, and that it was necessary to ‘move with
the times’, or that outward behaviour did not matter in comparison with the condition
of the heart. Some people today put forward such excuses in order to widen the road.
God Himself is delighted to acknowledge: ‘the sons of Jonadab the son of Rechab have
performed the commandment of their father’ (Jer. 35:16). From one generation to the
next they had held firmly and quietly (but certainly not without shame and suffering)
to the godly line of conduct set out by their ancestor. During the terrible reigns of
Ahaz, Manasseh and Amon, they were numbered amongst the hidden faithful whom
the Lord knew about, not unlike the seven thousand at the time of Elijah (1 Kin.
19:18). We would probably have known nothing about this family if God had not
wanted to use it as a public example to all Judah. In the same way today, the lives of
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Christians should by their contrast condemn a world which has turned against God and
so speak to the world’s conscience.

B.V. Prasada Rao

From Ravulapalem:  A test of faith   Rechabites do not belong to any of the Israel
tribes. They were descended from the Kenites, who came from Hammath, the father
of the house of Recab (1 Chr. 2:55). The descendants of Moses’ father-in-law, the
Kenites went up from the City of Palms, i.e. Jericho. God put a test to them through
Jeremiah to demonstrate their faithfulness to the commandments of their ancestors.
God is contrasting the difference between the Recabites and the unfaithful Israelites.

People are often faithful to the rules of men instead of God. If the Rechabites could
remember the vows not to drink alcohol, then why couldn't the people of Judah and
Jerusalem remember the words of the living God?

The courage of Baruch  He is the scribe, disciple, secretary and devoted friend of
Jeremiah. Baruch wrote everything as it was told by Jeremiah (Jer. 36:18). In fact, all
Bible writers wrote according to the inspiration of God (Ex. 24:4; 2 Sam. 23:2; 2 Tim.
3:16; 2 Pet. 1:21). As there are restrictions on the prophet Jeremiah to enter into the
Lord’s temple, Baruch was sent to proclaim and read with all his courage, for he was
a Jewish aristocrat and the chamberlain of king Zedekiah [Comment 4]. Even though
he was in royal places he was terrified when he was brought into trouble for writing
and reading Jeremiah’s scroll (Jer. 45:1-3). His fears were checked with reproof for his
greatest expectations and silenced with a promise of special preservation (45:4-5). He
didn’t go down at the time of trouble (Prov. 24:10). Jeremiah’s relationship with
Baruch was like Paul’s with Philemon: they had faith and were obedient to their
masters as well as to God. In recent times too, if we follow this type of courage and
faithfulness, our Lord will protect us and keep us in the track of safe methods in
proclaiming and delivering His message (2 Pet. 2:9).

S. J. M. Edward

From Surulere: Lessons for today The Rechabites were not originally of the
commonwealth of Israel (as they are presumed to be a part of the Kenites), but their
forebears were perceptive enough to conclude that their destiny was tied to that of
God’s people, and so accompanied them into the promised land (Gen. 15:18-21;
Judg. 1:16). It is intriguing, the reason for their ancestor forbidding them from indulging
in divinely ordained pleasures—eating of the fruit of the vine and building houses
(Gen. 1:29). Although the rationale for this restriction is not stated in the Scriptures,
there is equally no record of any of the Rechabites questioning its strictness or seeming
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obsoleteness. It was a severe restriction, a commitment to a life of asceticism during
apparent progress. Did some perhaps question secretly the relevance or usefulness of
the ancestral abstentions?

Nevertheless the Rechabites who were brought into the house of the Lord and
requested to drink wine by the prophet Jeremiah betrayed no hesitation: ‘But they
said, “We will drink no wine, for Jonadab the son of Rechab, our father, commanded
us, saying, ‘You shall drink no wine, you nor your sons, forever. You shall not build a
house, sow seed, plant a vineyard, nor have any of these; but all your days you shall
dwell in tents, that you may live many days in the land where you are sojourners’”’
(Jer. 35:6-7 NKJV).

The Almighty God held up the uncommon and unquestioning allegiance of the
Rechabites to a mortal ancestor, as a rebuke to His people who had no regard for the
commandments and instruction of the immortal and everlasting God, the Lord of hosts
and the God of Israel (Jer. 35:14-17). Undoubtedly, the Rechabites’ stance would have
been at variance with God’s instruction to the exiles: ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, the
God of Israel, to all who were carried away captive, whom I have caused to be carried
away from Jerusalem to Babylon: Build houses and dwell in them, plant gardens and
eat their fruit ... that you may be increased there and not diminished’ (29:4-9). That,
however, is a different discussion entirely. The Rechabites received divine affirmation
of the mortal promise given by their ancestor: ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God
of Israel: Because you have obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your father, and
kept all his precepts and done according to all that he commanded you, therefore thus
says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: “Jonadab the son of Rechab shall not lack a
man to stand before Me forever”’ (35:18-19).

God’s commandments to His people today are neither unclear nor as restrictive as
that of Jonadab, the son of Rechab. In the Garden of Eden, God’s instructions to Adam
and Eve were unarguably simple and straightforward (Gen. 2:16-17). With His people
Israel, He also simply set before them life and death, clarifying why it is in their
ultimate interest to choose life (Deut. 30:19-20). Our glorious Lord Jesus declared,
firstly: ‘My doctrine is not Mine, but His who sent Me. If anyone wills to do His will,
he shall know concerning the doctrine, whether it is from God or whether I speak on
my own authority’ (John 7:16-17); and again: ‘For My yoke is easy and my burden is
light’ (Mat. 11:30). The apostle John sums it beautifully: ‘For this is the love of God,
that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome’ (1
John 5:3).

Frederick F. Ntido
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COMMENTS

1. (Aberkenfig):  Arguably there were 4 times, possibly 5 that the words were
conveyed in enough substance for Scripture to use or imply the phrase ‘all the words’
(vv. 10-11,13,15-16,20,23). It depends on the version one reads as to whether there
was a compete reading in the winter palace or whether Jehoiakim, who knew what
was coming, only suffered three or four leaves to be read before burning the entire roll.
I do not think it possible to assert for certain whether all that took place happened on
one day or not.

2. (Buckhaven):  Sadly true. No doubt also that the message of subjection to Babylon
would have been anathema to Jehoiakim (see 36:29).

3. (Cromer): The instructions of verse 6 however—‘go thou and read ... in the Lord’s
house upon the fast day; and also thou shalt read them in the ears of all Judah that
come out of their cities’—allows the possible interpretation that the text was to be read
in other places and at other times than in the Lord’s house upon the fast day, possibly
before the fast day.

4. (Ravulapalem): That is according to Josephus (Antiquities Book X). There is no
biblical evidence.

P.D.

From the Mail-box…

Further to the suggestion that I
conflated the blessings of personal
salvation with the conditional aspects of
the New Covenant (see Comment 4,
March edition of Bible Studies), I am
sorry if my article gave this impression.
I have always been very clear about the
conditional aspects of the New
Covenant, and I have no dispute with
J.T.N. about the primary purpose of the
New Covenant being the constitution of
a spiritual house for God on earth and
the ongoing condition which the

apostles’ teaching attaches to it and
enjoins upon us individually and
collectively, of continuing in obedience
and faith, if we are to continue to enter
into God’s rest as His called-out people
(Heb. 3-4). 

The focus of my thoughts when
writing the article was on the contrast
between law and grace, in which the
emphasis is on the blessings that Christ
procured by His perfect sacrifice, rather
than on the ceremonial aspects of the
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Old Covenant, which were all fulfilled
in Him. I realise that this did not fully
express ‘the whole counsel of God’ on
this subject and I am grateful for the
further clarification given in the
comment.

Going beyond the present expression
of God’s spiritual house, it is of great
interest that under the New Covenant
which God will establish with His
ancient people in that future day

(revealed in part to Jeremiah and more
fully to his contemporary Ezekiel) some
of the Temple sacrifices will resume,
pointing back to Christ’s finished work.
In the Millennium, the ceremonial
aspects of the Law will assume a
heightened significance in the service
rendered by redeemed Israel and will
require the same care and attention to
detail that was required of them under
the Old Covenant.

Jo Johnson. Buckhaven 
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