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Introducing . . .                   May 
THE ‘AL-TASHHETH PSALMS’ AND DIVINE JUSTICE
The term ‘Al-tashheth’ (the name of a 
tune) occurs in the title of just four 
psalms: 57, 58 and 59 (by David) and 
Psalm 75 (by Asaph). It is a 
combination of two Hebrew words, al, 
meaning ‘not’ and shachath, which 
can mean ruin, destroy, perish, etc. 
(Strong). It literally means ‘do not 
destroy’. 

In each psalm, there is a tension 
between the aggression of the LORD’s 
enemies and the psalmist’s desire to 
see justice meted out upon them. In 
each case, the tension is resolved by 
looking to the LORD for deliverance: 

‘I cry out to God Most High … He will 
send from heaven and save me; he 
will put to shame him who tramples 
on me. Selah’ (Ps. 57:2-3 ESV 2016). 

‘The righteous shall rejoice when he 
seeth the vengeance ... So that men 
shall say, Verily there is a reward for 
the righteous: verily there is a God 
that judgeth in the earth.’ (Ps. 58:10-
11 RV 1885). 

‘You are my strength; I wait for you to 
rescue me, for you, O God, are my 
fortress.’ (Ps. 59:9 NLT 2015). 

‘but it is God who executes judgment, 
putting down one and lifting up 
another.’ (Ps. 75:7 ESV). 

With commendable restraint, in 
the face of extreme provocation, 
David and Asaph refused to take the 
law into their own hands, even when 

they had the power to do so. Instead, 
they took their complaint to the 
LORD, waiting expectantly for 
deliverance. In so doing, they 
reflected a Christlike spirit, for it is 
written of our supreme example, 
‘while being abusively insulted, He did 
not insult in return; while suffering, 
He did not threaten, but kept 
entrusting Himself to Him who judges 
righteously’ (1 Pet. 2:23 NASB 2020). 

Under the Old Covenant, Israel 
were often the agents of divine justice. 
Even so, the principle of leaving God 
to punish those who would harm us, is 
enshrined in the words ‘Vengeance is 
mine’ (Deut. 32:35; Heb. 10:30). In 
Matthew 5, the Lord Jesus amplifies 
this higher standard for His disciples, 
who were soon to become 
accountable under the obligations of a 
New Covenant. 

Even in heaven, God’s saints will 
seek justice from Him who wields the 
sceptre of supreme authority: ‘How 
long, O Lord, holy and true, until You 
judge and avenge our blood on those 
who dwell on the earth?’ (Rev. 6:10 
NKJV 1982). In this context and the 
context of the ‘Al-tasheth psalms’, 
vengeance involves divine retribution 
on those who visit their hatred of God 
on His faithful ones. No matter what 
sufferings they may inflict, we leave it 
to Him to deal with them in His 
perfect righteousness and timing.   J.J.
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From Study Groups . . . 
PSALMS 57 & 142: ‘WHEN HE FLED FROM SAUL, IN 
THE CAVE’ / ‘WHEN HE WAS IN THE CAVE’ 
(COMPARISON STUDY) 
From Aberdeen: Whether prayer (Ps. 142) or prayer and praise (Ps. 57) should 
resemble our prayer meetings will depend on the circumstances of those who 
meet together. James 5:13 gives this guidance: ‘Is any among you afflicted? Let 
him pray. Is any merry? Let him sing Psalms’. 

In Psalm 142 David lays before God his complaint and cries to the LORD, 
asking for his soul to be brought out of prison. Many months pass while God works 
out the resolution of the pressures that prevail on David due to Saul pursuing him, 
like a hunted partridge. Nevertheless, David concludes his prayer with a note of 
confidence by expressing the assurance that God shall deal bountifully with him 
(Ps. 142:7). 

Similarly in Psalm 57 David expresses his assurance of God’s help, but also 
finds himself exalting God and looking forward to a future in which he would sing 
unto the Lord among the nations (Ps. 57: 9). David knew that he would be exalted 
to the throne of Israel one day. Saul knew it too. And yet David had to endure 
years of persecution, being at times overwhelmed by these calamities (Ps. 57:1). 
However, out of these times of trial David found strength in God. ‘My heart is 
fixed, O God, my heart is fixed; I will sing and give praise’ (Ps. 57:7). How could 
David express such firm confidence in God and in the future? In Hebrews 11:1 we 
have the answer: ‘Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen’. The word substance (hupostasis) means a setting under, support, 
assurance. In the midst of all David’s troubled wanderings in the wilderness God 
gave him an inner support, an assurance of deliverance from present woes. 

James Johnson 

References: New Scofield Reference Edition, 1967, Oxford University Press. 
 
From Aberkenfig: The two psalms complement each other. It is significant that ‘Al-
tashheth’ (’destroy not’) is included in the title; also, in Psalms 58, 59 and 75. 
There is also a connection with Psalm 34, written when David escaped from Gath 
to the Adullam cave, a vast expanse of underground passageways which would be 
the training ground for ‘David’s mighty men of valour’. 

In Psalm 142 David was ‘on the run’, escaping to the cave of Adullam (1 Sam. 
22:1); but his whole family came to him. He took his parents to the safety of the 
king of Moab - (his great-grandmother, Ruth was a Moabitess). He did not lose 
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sight of God as he cried out to the Lord (142:1-3). There also came ‘everyone that 
was in distress’, for whom he had words of encouragement (34: 8), ‘everyone in 
debt’, to whom the words of 34:9 apply, and ‘everyone who was discontented’, 
i.e., bitter or mistreated; for them also he had encouragement (34:10). 

There is a progression of posture in these psalms. We visualise him prostrate in 
Psalm 142, pleading for deliverance. He felt abandoned—a reminder of the Lord 
in Gethsemane. David’s family and the three groups were led by God. Saul sought 
him, yet was ‘found’ by his family and this company of outcasts (1 Sam. 22:2). He 
was ‘found’ by Jonathan (1 Sam. 21), yet not by the captains of the army who 
preferred the palace. God did not forsake him. 

In Psalm 57 David is on his knees with this band of unknowns who would 
prove to be the mightiest men in Israel. Then in Psalm 34 we see him on his feet. 
What wrought this change? The answer is given in verses 2-7; He had sought the 
Lord, and He answered him (v. 6). He expresses his reliance on God (57:1-3), 
even when the calamities could be so overwhelming. 

David admitted his great need (57:2). He displayed honesty and humility in 
seeking help (vv. 3-5). God used David to turn a group of ‘mavericks’ into a skilled 
and disciplined army, using their weapons with accuracy. The words of Psalm 
34:3 are appropriate: ‘O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His name 
together’.  

In many ways David and others were types of Christ. The majority who came 
to Christ were not the rich and influential, but the poor, needy, blind and lame. As 
Paul reminds us ‘… not many wise … mighty … noble … but God hath chosen 
the foolish … the weak … the despised … That no flesh should glory before God’ 
(1 Cor. 1:26-29). Their great need drove the ‘outcasts of society’ to David. So it is 
spiritually. Only those who truly feel they are paupers before God, broken in heart 
and sick of sin, will respond to Christ’s invitation, ‘come unto Me all that are 
weary…I will give you rest’. 

Saul was diverted from hunting David, when the Philistines invaded Judah. He 
then selects 3,000 chosen men (1 Sam. 24:2) to ‘seek’ David. But God was on his 
side (Ps. 57:9-11). By this time David and his men were in the caves and 
strongholds of En-gedi (spring of the goat or pruning of the palm)—fresh-water 
springs, lush vegetation, countless caves and a natural lookout to miles around. 
David was in a position to take the king’s life. His men encouraged him to snatch 
the initiative and kill Saul, possibly seeking vengeance (1 Sam. 24:4). Instead, 
David cut off a portion of Saul’s garment; but his heart smote him. Then follows 
his discourse with Saul after which Saul wept, and departed. ‘The eyes of the Lord 
are towards the righteous…none of them that trust in Him shall be condemned’ 
(Ps. 34:15-22).                      Bill Paterson 
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From Buckhaven: In Psalm 57 David is persecuted and oppressed. His enemies 
are fierce as lions (v.4). He takes refuge in God and prays for His mercy. Saul 
hated him and David lived in constant peril. At times his spirit must have been 
very low. In the dark, unpleasant conditions of the cave of Adullam, David’s whole 
family gathered to him, knowing that as the anointed king he would one day take 
the throne (1 Sam. 22:1). David’s rough-cut band of disaffected men flocked to 
him because he was a shepherd and a leader. They were with him in the day of 
his rejection and would share his kingdom. Saul ‘rejected the word of the LORD’ 
(1 Sam. 15:23), and was rejected as king by the LORD. Henceforth Saul was far 
away from God in his heart. Bitter jealousy and hatred drove him to seek David's 
life. If he had succeeded, he would have broken the royal line. In the providence 
of God the divine purpose was fulfilled through David. 

David was a deeply spiritual man. He pleads and cries to God for deliverance; 
this was a prayer that was wrung from his heart. He spoke of taking refuge in the 
overshadowing wings of God (Ps. 57:2). Likewise, Boaz spoke to Ruth in a former 
day about taking refuge under God’s wings (Ruth 2:12). David also used this simile 
in Psalm 63:7: ‘In the shadow of thy wings will I rejoice’ (KJV). David’s trials fitted 
him for the throne. In many ways he is a wonderful type of the Lord Jesus. 

The cruel action of Saul in slaying the priestly family caused David great 
distress. Abiathar, the sole survivor, joined himself to David. In contrast to Saul, 
David protected the priest of the LORD, and through him sought counsel from 
God in all that he did. 

David moved from the cave to the forest of Hareth. Among these high hills and 
wilderness regions he wandered as a fugitive. On hearing that the Philistines had 
taken Keilah, David asked counsel of God before delivering the city, which 
became his headquarters until the treacherous men of Keilah betrayed him. David 
fled to the wildernesses of Judah and Ziph. When the people of Ziph also 
betrayed him to Saul he escaped to the wilderness of Maon. Saul chased him 
relentlessly every day (1 Sam. 23:14), but God protected him. David then took his 
company to En-gedi, an oasis in the desert of Judah, a place of rest where there 
are waterfalls, palms, vineyards and many caves. We see a man in peril who 
continually needed divine deliverance from the hands of cruel men. 

Psalms 57 and 142 reveal the depth of David’s prayer life. He relied 
completely on God’s help and sets us a wonderful example, that in times of 
despair we should seek God. True prayer is the outpouring of the heart. 
Eventually, in his day of deliverance, David looked back and exalted God with all 
his being (Ps. 57:7-11).                Martin Notman 
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From Cromer: David in depression  David’s early life had been a seesaw of 
experiences: from the disregarded youngest boy to the national hero; from the 
king’s preferred musician to the target of the king’s jealousy; from the man whose 
praise resounded in the streets to the leader of a band of malcontents living in a 
cave. The description of this last one even led to one of the best-remembered 
speeches in the [British—Eds] House of Commons, where a small group of Liberal 
politicians were said to have retreated into their ‘political cave of Adullam’. 

Everyone’s against me!  Saul made every effort to hunt down and kill David, 
searching for him like ‘a partridge on the mountains’ (1 Sam. 26:20), but it was a 
bootless task. Doeg the Edomite betrayed David (1 Sam. 22:9), but David 
escaped. What should he do? Subside into self-pity? No, he had a faithful refuge 
in God. 

God is for us  David’s response to the onslaught of his enemies corresponded to 
the much later writing of the apostle Paul: ‘If God is for us, who can be against 
us?’ (Rom. 8:31). This is an eternal truth, which arises from God’s ‘steadfast love 
and his faithfulness’ (Ps. 57:3). From David’s appreciation of it, arose his singing of 
thanksgiving and praise, even in a cave! 

Prayer and praise  What is the difference? The word ‘prayer’ can have the wide 
meaning of speech to God, or the narrower sense of petition, asking for things 
from God. Psalm 142 is a petitionary prayer, asking for God’s deliverance, 
whereas Psalm 57 combines both requests to God and saying thank you; this latter 
seems to be a more proper approach. We would not be very pleased if the only 
time our children spoke to us was when they were asking for money! 

Peter Hickling 
 
From Greenock: Truth or Lies?  David is only a youth when he kills Goliath but is 
thirty years old when he began his reign (2 Sam. 5:4). He has had to wait around 
fifteen years for the crown promised by Samuel when he was picked out by him to 
be the next king. 

During this time, he was attacked by Saul in the palace, hunted and harried 
like a wild animal in the wild parts of the land. Saul seems to have sunk into a 
manic depression. [Comment 1] His view of David is distorted, and he must 
destroy him. He seems genuinely contrite when David shows he could have killed 
him but would not lay a hand on the Lord’s anointed king (1 Sam. 24 and 26). 
These periods are short lived. 

David finds himself in a war-like situation. Winston Churchill said, ‘in war, 
truth is often the first casualty.’ In war subterfuge is a valuable weapon. David is 
following the example of Joshua at Ai (Josh. 8:9). It seems so wrong that David is 
both acting and speaking lies to Ahimelech the priest. When David stated he was 
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on a special assignment from the king but strangely he has no weapons he is being 
‘economical with the truth’ in today’s language (1 Sam. 21:1-9). It can be taken as 
he is on a mission for God. Samuel anointed him as king stating God’s plan. Now 
he must make sure he survives long enough for that to happen. 

David’s innocence in worldly wisdom is shown again when he turns up at the 
court of king Achish of Gath. The sword of Goliath would have been instantly 
recognised. Realising the danger he is now in, he feigns madness to escape. More 
deceit. He then goes to Moab until the prophet Gad tells him to go back to Judah. 

The turning point seems to be when Abiathar fled to David at Keilah; he 
arrived with a linen ephod (priest’s robe). He now enquires of God with Abiathar 
as priest (1 Sam. 23:9-12). 

In his two recorded encounters with king Saul, David attributes his mercy to his 
recognition that Saul is God’s anointed (1 Sam. 24, 26). 

Both Psalms link to the time when David has stopped relying on his own wits 
and has deepened his reliance on God. Both relate to his fugitive status. Looking 
at the element of praise in Psalm 57 suggests it might be chronologically after 
Psalm 142. The protection sought in Psalm 142 has been granted and now David 
is filled with praise even although he still needs protection. 

How should we behave today? If challenged about our beliefs, should we lie to 
avoid ‘trouble’?  We certainly need to strengthen our resolve like David. Does 
Matthew 10:16 ‘wise as serpents and harmless as doves’ give us licence to be 
dishonest? 

As the devil is spoken of as the ‘father of lies’ and Ananias and Sapphira are 
struck down for lying to the Holy Spirit we should never be dishonest (John 8:44; 
Acts 5:3). Paul told Festus he was speaking words of ‘truth and soberness’ (Acts 
26:25).  

Speak the truth in love (Eph. 4:15) [Comment 2].        Steve Henderson 
 
From Mount Forest: In the poetry of these psalms the man who is in dire straits 
first appeals repeatedly for mercy, then puts himself in the hands of a faithful God. 
Mercy often involves undeserved deliverance from a well-deserved difficulty (e.g., 
2 Sam.12:22; 2 Kin. 13:2,23; 2 Chr.6:36-39). However, it may here simply mean 
an expression of compassion and gracious favour, as for instance seen in sympathy 
for the innocent who are suffering. Job expressed insight when he saw his need to 
plead for mercy even when he considered himself righteous (Job 9:15). The 
psalmist(s) may well have been relying on the Lord’s self-declaration (Ex. 33:19), 
and so sought sovereign mercy from Him. Such mercy would be a prerequisite for 
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the confident expectation of the psalmist(s) of the Lord coming to his aid (Ps. 57:3; 
142:7). 

In both psalms there is an acknowledgment that humanly speaking the psalmist 
is facing insuperable opposition (Ps.142:6; Ps. 57:4). However, there is an 
awareness expressed that the Lord has, or will have, brought on the persecutors 
the very things they wished to inflict. The psalmist sees such a response from God 
as being one that will increase the glory accruing to Him as the Omnipotent One, 
God Most High. David, in the cave in En-gedi called on God to deliver and avenge 
(1 Sam. 24:12,15). From that passage it is clear that David’s companions were 
largely desperate men who were real fighters. But in these psalms such support is 
not sufficient of itself against even more blood-thirsty and more numerous 
opponents. So instead, reliance was placed on God sending protection from 
heaven. We might see that as angelic intervention, or as God sovereignly giving 
victory through adverse circumstances falling on the attackers. 

We can learn a godly personal response to unjust persecution from these 
psalms. However, it may be of even greater value to consider how the Lord would 
have reflected on them during His times of earthly suffering as the Man of 
Sorrows. Although these psalms may not be considered ‘Messianic’ in all respects, 
as though the Lord could speak of them directly of His experience, many parts - 
such as Psalm 57:2 - may surely be applicable to Messiah and satisfy the 
description of 1 Peter 1:10-12. When we consider the Lord’s call to His Father in 
John 12:27 there are striking similarities: some of the aspects of His endurance in 
‘this hour’ may be revealed in the Psalmist’s words, which are helpful to us in our 
limited appreciation of what Christ passed through when attacked by Satan and 
his emissaries. He finally bore divine wrath as He put away sin by the sacrifice of 
Himself (Heb. 9:26). The glorious end to Psalm 57 is so fitting for One who told 
downhearted disciples, ‘Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these 
things and enter into his glory?’ (Luke 24:26 ESV).       Geoff Hydon 

 
From Ravulapalem: It is suggested that the events recorded in 1 Samuel 22-24 are 
as follows: 

1) David escaped and entered into the Adullam cave (22:1) where his brothers 
and his father’s house came to him.  

2) He became a leader to people with difficulties, those in debt, and people 
lacking peace.  

3) Later David came to Mizpah in Moab, requesting the king to allow his parents 
to stay with him.  
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4) When the prophet Gad told him to leave the hills, he fled to Hereth Forest in 
the country of Judah. 

5) David gave protection and refuge to Abiathar when he informed him of the 
news of Saul having killed the priests of the Lord and trying to kill both Abiathar 
and himself.  

6) David saved the people of Keilah by defeating the Philistines (ch. 23:5). 

7) After that, he escaped from there and lived in the hillsides of the desert of Ziph 
(23:14).  

8) Jonathan, the son of Saul, came to David's rescue and encouraged and 
strengthened him. 

9) Later David came down from the mountain and stayed in the forest of Maon 
(23:25). 

10) David reached En-gedi and was living on the hill tops (23:29. 

David, in 24:3-8, was in the cave when Saul entered into it for nature’s call, 
but David refrained from killing him because Saul was ordained by God. While 
Saul slept David cut the cloth of his royal robe. 

Comparison of Psalms 57 and 142. Psalm 57 is a Michtam and Psalm 142 is a 
Maschil, both addressed to the music director with a word meaning ‘literary or 
musical’ word. [Comment 3] 

Psalm 57 is the combination of praise and prayer while Psalm 142 is a prayer 
from the heart—which should be reflected in our prayer meetings. This psalm 
contains 2 selahs, a Hebrew term meaning a short interval or musical guidance 
between hymns. Seventy-four times ‘selah’ is used in the book of Psalms starting 
from the first captioned in Psalm 3. In Psalm 142 David was asking for God's 
refuge and rescue, comparing the cave with a prison. 

The sentence ‘Be exalted, O God, above the heavens let your glory be over all 
the earth’ is repeated twice in Psalm 57. In Psalm 142 there are two mentions of 
‘Crying out to the Lord’ (v.1) and also verse 5 ‘As I cry to you, O Lord’. In Psalm 
57 joy filled with God’s grace and love leads David to sing with his lips.  Through 
far more trying experiences than David’s, Jesus revealed His love and grace to us. 
In Psalm 142 apparently God accepted the prayer of David, and he offered his 
thanks to God for being granted freedom (v. 7). Likewise, our prayers also will be 
answered by the Lord if we ask in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
[Comment 4].                S.J.M. Edward 
 
From Surulere: The Psalmist’s state of mind in Psalm 57  The remarkable pathos of 
some of David’s thoughts in Psalm 57 is distinctly disturbing. It resonates the wise 
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man’s statement in the Proverbs: ‘The heart knows its own bitterness, and a 
stranger does not share its joy’ (Prov. 14:10 NKJV). The frankly brooding thoughts 
are the more startling when considered against the backdrop of the events that 
necessitated them. The anointed fugitive David had received a motley crowd of 
the distressed, debt-ridden and discontented who rallied under his banner, and he 
became captain over them. With about 400 of this ragtag army, David was literally 
not alone. He also had the benefit of having his parents, brothers and all his 
father’s house with him in this unsettled, itinerant state. Surely, these were not 
strangers and they could both assuage his bitterness and share in his joy (1 Sam. 
22:1-4; 23:13). 

King Saul, on David’s account, had authorized the brutal and mindless 
slaughter of eighty-five men who wore the linen ephod, and also by the hand of 
Doeg the Edomite attacked Nob, the city of the priests, and put to the sword men, 
women, children and nursing infants, oxen and donkeys and sheep (I Sam. 22:19). 

David’s nondescript band had increased to 600 fighting men and had some 
semblance of structure and organization. They intended to go up to the city of 
Keilah to defend it against the attack of the Philistines. The Lord granted David 
victory for: ‘… he struck them with a mighty blow, and took away their livestock’. 
So David saved the inhabitants of Keilah (I Sam. 23:4-5). Still in his exile, Jonathan 
the son of Saul: ‘arose and went to David in the woods and strengthened him in 
God’ (1 Sam. 23:16). 

From whence then came these poignant words? ‘My soul is among lions, I lie 
among the sons of men who are set on fire, whose teeth are spears and arrows, 
and their tongue is a sharp sword … They have prepared a net for my steps; my 
soul is bowed down; they have dug a pit before me; into the midst of it they 
themselves have fallen’ (Ps. 57:4-6). 

It is often the case, as exemplified by David’s state of mind in this Psalm, that 
despite the presence of companions and family and storied deeds of valour and 
sacrifice, the Lord alone is able to provide peace and satisfaction to a distressed 
soul: ‘I will cry out to God Most High, to God who performs all things for me. He 
shall send from heaven and save me’ (Ps. 57:2). ‘Be merciful to me, O God, be 
merciful to me! For my soul trusts in You; and in the shadow of Your wings I will 
make my refuge, until these calamities have passed’ (v. 1).     Frederick F. Ntido 
 
From Victoria B.C.  We examined the chapters in 1 Samuel 22 to 24 to get an 
idea of what David was facing.  He found through Jonathan that Saul was out to 
end his life. He escaped and went to Nob for provisions and a weapon, receiving 
these on the pretext he was on a secret mission.  He then went to Achish king of 
Gath, but found his life in jeopardy there as well.  Feigning insanity, he escaped to 
the Adullam cave with family and friends. He had to leave his parents with the 
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king of Moab. David and his men were then on the run.  He heard from Abiathar 
the priest about the slaughter of the other priests and the entire town of Nob by 
Doeg, at Saul’s order. Scripture indicates that David felt he was to blame since he 
knew Doeg was there at Nob and had seen David when he received Goliath’s 
sword. In chapter 23 David was informed Keilah was under attack by the 
Philistines. David inquired of the Lord through Abiathar and was told that he 
(David) would be successful if he fought the Philistines. However, David also 
found that the inhabitants of Keilah would betray him to Saul, so he and his men 
had to flee again. At one point during Saul’s search for David, Saul came to a cave 
to rest while David and his men hid in the back of the cave. David was urged by 
his men to strike Saul but he refused. He respected God’s anointed king, but he 
cut Saul’s robe.  He felt guilty doing so because as Saul left the cave David 
exposed himself to danger and came bowing to king Saul, comparing the king’s 
search as chasing an insignificant flea. After acknowledging David being more 
righteous than he, Saul let him go and left, but David returned to the cave. 

We all agreed that at times David must have felt very low and alone. One of us 
said Saul’s pursuit of David lasted fifteen years, and this would have been wearing 
on anyone; yet David in the Psalms shows that as he contemplated the Lord he 
felt supported and safe in Him, asking to be freed from the prison of being on the 
run.  Psalm 57 shows that David sees God’s victories for him as his enemies fall 
into the traps they had laid for him (Ps. 57:6). He got encouragement from 
Jonathan (1 Sam. 23: 16) when God rewarded him with victory at Keilah.  David 
felt safe under the shadow of God’s wings. 

In following the Lord Jesus, we can know this safety too. As the woman with 
the issue of blood touched the hem of Jesus’ garment and received strength, we 
too can receive help and strength if we stay close to Him and walk in His straight 
and narrow path. Like David, we must be humble; and as we receive comfort, so 
we can comfort others and give praise to God most high. 

R. Lefevre; P. Williamson  
 
COMMENTS 
1. (Greenock): ‘An evil spirit from the Lord’ (1 Sam. 19:9) may well have been 
mental illness such as you describe, rather than a demonic entity. Whether the 
malady that afflicted him was caused by depressive illness or by the malign 
presence of one of Satan’s emissaries, what we do know is that it was ‘from the 
Lord’. We might reasonably infer that this was a divine judgement on Saul because 
of his failure to honour and obey the word of God.            J.J. 
 
2. (Greenock): The viewpoint given here is fair and well-reasoned. But it is not the 
only one possible. In the absence of specific scriptural censure of David’s 
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behaviour we are expected in Christian maturity to draw our own conclusions. My 
own is that what is applicable in spiritual warfare is not presented in scripture as 
necessarily applicable in physical earthly warfare.            P.D. 
 
3. (Ravulapalem): The meaning of Michtam in the superscript has to do with the 
concept of engraving on the memory what is essential to faith, and can also be 
taken as a technical expression of a poem that has a clear spiritual value. It is 
mentioned six times in the Psalms. 

Maschil carries the thought of what is spiritually instructive, conveying special 
teaching features worth memorising. The word appears in the headings of thirteen 
psalms.                        R.B.F. 
 
4. (Ravulapalem): Not, of course, the mere formula of words but in discernment of 
and fellowship with His will and His character.             P.D. 
 
 
 

Question … 
From Aberdeen: In Psalm 57 is it possible, in the original Hebrew idiom, that ‘thy 
glory’ (v. 5) and ‘my glory’ (v. 8) both refer to God’s glory? 

and Answer … 
The personal pronouns ‘thy’ and ‘my’ 
speak for themselves, and in Hebrew, 
as is the case with some other world 
languages, are combined with the 
noun or verb, so there is a sense in 
which, in our knowing of God, there is 
a ‘glory’ conferred by the Lord upon 
those who exercise faith in Him. 

R.B.F. 
 

There is nothing in the text 
surrounding the word glory in verse 8 
to suggest to me that any possessive 
pronoun other than ‘my’ is applicable.  
I would need an analysis of the text to 
be provided that explained how ‘thy 
glory’ could make sense in the context 
before seeking advice specifically on 
the matter from a scholar.            P.D.
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Feature 
THE HOUSE OF GOD IN THE BOOK OF DEUTERONOMY 
Introduction 

The title of this book, the fifth and final one in the Pentateuch, has the Hebrew 
meaning shown in the first four words of the text in the Revised Version of the 
Bible: ‘these be the words’; which constitute the law of Moses and part of the 
history of Israel’s wilderness wanderings over the space of forty years. Moses’ 
discourse, at the start of the narrative, took place a couple of months prior to the 
nation crossing the river Jordan into Canaan, the land of divine promise that 
flowed with milk and honey (Deut. 1:3; 27:3).  

   It is remarkable that Moses speaks of himself, knowingly, as a forerunner of the 
Lord Jesus in his prophetic ministry to the people of Israel. He is the author of the 
book that was quoted at length by the Lord Jesus in the time of His temptation 
and liberally elsewhere in the New Testament, for example by Peter and Stephen 
in their powerful sermons (Deut. 18:15, 18; Acts 3:22; 7:37; Deut. 31:24; Mat. 
4:4, 7, 10).    

Israel’s Status in the World and Life in the Land of Promise 

Despite all of Israel’s failures, lack of faith, and the displeasure this brought to the 
Lord’s heart, Moses thrice makes mention of them as being a great nation, and 
classifies them as a wise and understanding people. All this on account of the 
simple reason that God was among them, chose them to be like Him in holiness, 
and showered them with an unchangeable and unbreakable love above all other 
peoples on earth. He further placed upon them a duty to pass on to the 
generations following all that the Lord had done for them (Deut. 4:6-10; 6:7; 7:6-
7, 14). 

   As a nation above all other nations, the land which God gave them as an 
inheritance was like no other too. Plenteous and bountiful, it would ensure their 
prosperity with its produce of matter and material to cover all contingencies and 
the Lord would, for His part, exercise a care and responsibility for it (Deut. 8:7-10; 
11:11-12).  

God’s Place of Gathering 

The location of their approach to God as His people in worship and praise, tithing, 
and making of vows, was to be at the choosing of Almighty God, and His alone. It 
was not to be a case of every person doing as they thought best; nor was it 
acceptable for them to revise the God-given design of His sanctuary to 
accommodate their own ideas of taste, or to organise alternative places of worship 
where it would be more convenient to congregate: that would invariably end up 
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in division, confusion and disunity. They had to travel, carry their sacrificial 
offerings assisted by servants and Levites, and take a delight in what they were 
asked to do when they got there. It was to be at ‘the place which the LORD your 
God shall choose’, which occurs four times in Deuteronomy 12 (vv. 5, 11, 14, 18). 
All was to be done in an orderly and God-honouring way, as the Lord’s work and 
arrangements are to be done today (cp. 1 Cor. 7:17; 14:26, 33, 40). 

   Supplemental to Deuteronomy 12 are the instructions in chapter 16 regarding 
the keeping of the passover, and the feasts of unleavened bread, pentecost / 
weeks, and tabernacles. It was mandatory that every male in Israel be present at 
each of these feasts annually. The place of remembrance and celebration of such 
is designated specifically, in all cases, as: ‘the place which the LORD shall choose’ 
– no less than God’s dwelling-place among His people on earth where they were 
to assemble (vv. 2, 6-7, 11, 15). 

A Place of Judgement, Service and Giving 

Matters of judgement on serious offences were to be brought to, and dealt with, in 
the place which the LORD chose. The sin of idolatry, when a person was found to 
be guilty on the evidence of two or three witnesses, incurred the death penalty in 
Israel, as did also the failure to carry out proper sentencing for other offences as a 
result of a presumptuous reaction from the offender (Deut. 17:7-8, 10, 12; cp. 1 
Pet. 4:17). 

   As often noted, every priest was a Levite, but not every Levite was a priest. All of 
the tribe of Levi were granted special privileges, the Lord being their ‘inheritance’, 
and whenever one came from his place of residence to visit the place of God’s 
choice, he was given immediate access to carry out the ministry in which he felt 
an exercise, and to enjoy fellowship there with others of the tribe of Levi (Deut. 
18: 6-8; cp. Heb. 13:15-16).   

   The place of God’s choosing and dwelling was always to be the place of giving 
back to God what He first gave so willingly and graciously to His people. The first 
of the first-fruits of the field and land were collected in baskets and taken to that 
selected location where the officiating priest set it before the altar. Then the 
offerer would say what is recorded in Deuteronomy 26:5-10, acknowledging 
God’s great deliverance of His people from Egypt’s oppression and captivity, and 
bringing him and his family, the Levite, and the stranger, into Canaan’s beautiful 
and bountiful land.                                                                                 

 R.B.Fullarton, Bathgate. 
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