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I lift up my eyes to the hills.
From where does my help come?
My help comes from the LORD,
who made heaven and earth.

(Psalm 121:1,2 ESV)
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Introducing . . .           November 
THE MOST FINE GOLD

The Mount Forest paper this 
month helpfully explains that ‘there 
are several Hebrew words for gold 
and different ones are used in the 
opening verses of this chapter. One of 
the Hebrew words (zahab) seems to 
emphasize how gold shines; another 
(kethem) seems to point to the original 
unalloyed purity of the precious metal, 
and paz (in v.2) appears to focus on 
the refined nature of the product.’  

That same golden threesome is 
also used in Song of Songs 5 when the 
bride speaks of her beloved. The 
NASB is the best version to use to 
show this: It translates the start of 
verse 11 as ‘His head is like gold, pure 

gold’ where the first ‘gold’ translates 
the Hebrew word kethem and the 
second ‘gold’ translates the Hebrew 
word zahab (which is also used in 
verse 14); then in verse 15 the third 
word, paz, is used. 

The comparison contains a contrast 
of course. Lamentations 4 deals with 
glories and beauties now sadly and 
dreadfully gone; the bride speaks in 
the present tense of the glories and 
beauties of her beloved, as do we who 
by divine grace know Him by faith. 
His gold does not change or grow dim 
but from His head to His feet is 
unchanged and unfading. 

P.D.

 

From Study Groups . . . 
THE GOLD BECOMES DIM (Lamentations 4) 
From Aberdeen: As we squirm at the dire conditions in Jerusalem which Jeremiah 
witnessed, we may find ourselves cutting down on commentary and taking our 
cue from Solomon to let our words be few (Eccles. 5:2 NSRB). 

It couldn’t have been easy for Jeremiah to write about the extreme behaviour 
of starving mothers towards their own children during the siege of Jerusalem. And 
it was astonishing to the kings of the earth, and to all the inhabitants of the world, 
to behold the city of God so completely invaded by the adversary and the enemy 
(Lam. 4:12). The onlookers from the surrounding nations could not fail to notice 
the effects of the fierce anger of the LORD upon His people. Two scriptures in the 
New Testament are brought before us as the Lord’s disciples today: one is, ‘our 
God is a consuming fire’ and the other is, ‘judgement must begin at the house of 
God’ (Heb. 12:29; 1 Pet. 4:17). Thankfully, ‘It is of the LORD’s mercies that we 
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are not consumed, because His compassions fail not. They are new every 
morning’ (Lam. 3:22-23).                James Johnson 
References: The New Scofield Reference Bible 
 
From Aberkenfig: Despite having been warned by Jeremiah, in particular, but also 
other prophets, Judah sank further into idolatry, as discussed in earlier papers this 
year. 

Two separate but interrelated metaphors are used: the first compares Judah as 
gold and precious stones in contrast with other nations relegated to base metals; 
whereas the second, though not strictly a true metaphor, depicts the pillaging of 
the temple and the slaughter of its officers as described in 2 Kings 25:9-22 and 
Jeremiah 52:24,27; the gold and precious stones being scattered among the 
rubble. This was a sad reversal of the national situation: Israel, as God’s chosen 
people, viewed themselves as superior to the other nations. Their idolatry and 
forsaking of God’s law and self-estimation led to their spiritual and perhaps their 
psychological demise. 

The first few verses enlarge some of the details of the destruction of Jerusalem 
(v.1), describing the gold and precious stones of the temple building being 
scattered indiscriminately in the streets among the dirt and rubble. The sons of 
Zion (v.2) (possibly the priests and princes) who had the responsibility of 
safeguarding the temple, had been abused during its destruction: they were 
likened to earthen vessels. In verses 3-4, the final stages of the siege are 
highlighted, where little children were starved for want of bread and water; it was 
far worse than animals (jackals or ostriches are quoted in this case) would treat 
their young. The wealthy and ‘those that ate and lived delicately’ were brought to 
the reality of the dunghills; from luxury and wealth to extreme poverty on the 
ashes. Yet the detail of the affliction isn’t finished there: the description of the 
people was that of dehydration, malnutrition and gauntness, making them 
unrecognisable from their former selves. It would have been better to have been 
killed by the sword than to endure the pain of starvation. They had been reduced 
to cannibalism. So desperate they were for food, they ate the flesh of their own 
children. A pitiful and repulsive situation indeed. This takes us back to 
Deuteronomy 28, and the prophecy of Jeremiah 19:9 and the appeal of 
Lamentations 2:20. 

The reason for that personal destruction was ‘the sins of her prophets and 
priests’ in shedding the innocent blood of their children to sacrifice them to false 
gods. It should be a warning to us today to be aware of false teachers who would 
turn us away from the true God. It is but a slippery slope: 

‘I see the sights that dazzle, the tempting sounds I hear … 
O, speak and make me listen, Thou guardian of my soul’. 
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Should the leaders or shepherds fail or fall, what hope is there for the sheep? 

In many ways we can see, though somewhat dimly, a glimpse of the Lord’s 
temptation by the devil. Relating this to chapter 1 verse 12, brings the scenes of 
Gethsemane and Calvary vividly before us. but we have to emphasise that there 
was no sin or guile in our Lord. ‘For we have not a high priest that cannot be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but one that hath been in all points 
tempted like as we are yet without sin. Let us therefore draw near with boldness 
unto the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and may find grace to help 
us in time of need’ (Heb. 4:15-16). The devil will not give up with spurious 
temptations to draw us away. It is up to us by God’s help to keep our eyes fixed 
wholly on His Son. 

The passage in 2 Samuel 24, relating to David’s confession of guilt, is 
interesting in that he says firstly, ‘I am in a great strait’; then he switches to the 
plural, ‘let us fall into the hand of the Lord’.  Then, possibly as the king, and hence 
the leader of God’s people, he reverts to the personal pronoun: ‘let me not fall 
into the hand of man’. 

The people of Judah (and Israel) had not placed their trust in God, their Rock, 
but relied on the imagined physical impregnability of Jerusalem. The city itself had 
been built on ‘a hill of Zion‘, making access to it by a military assault extremely 
difficult and costly. They had allowed themselves to be seduced, intermarrying 
and becoming contaminated by the nations surrounding them and their practices. 
This takes us back to chapter 1:2, where the ‘lovers‘ and ‘friends’ were allies of 
those who had ‘dealt treacherously with her’; namely Egyptians from the South 
and Chaldean and Babylon armies from the North.        Bill Paterson 
 
From Buckhaven: Lamentations 4 brings before us the judgement that has come 
upon the people and the city. Jeremiah the prophet spoke ‘the word of the LORD’ 
– ‘the LORD said unto me’; also: ‘Thus saith the LORD’ (Jer. 1:4,7; 2:2). 
Jeremiah’s commission was to warn a wayward and backsliding people, including 
kings, prophets and priests, of impending judgement. Jeremiah foretold their 
seventy years’ captivity and also their restoration. The cause of judgement was sin 
and rebellion against God’s covenant. He used ‘Nebuchadrezzar…my servant (Jer. 
25:9) to judge them: ‘Lo, I will bring a nation upon you from far, O house of 
Israel, saith the LORD’ (Jer. 5:15; see also Deut. 28:49-50). The scene in 
Lamentations 4 is destruction and desolation; the throne of Israel has fallen, the 
princes and the people are slain and the people are desolate, young children die 
and there is famine. The stones of the house of God are scattered, the doors are 
burned, the vessels and the gold taken. The heathen nation entered Jerusalem’s 
gates, because Jehovah had left His people. Edom (who is of the line of Esau and 
always hated Judah), mocks at Israel’s downfall (v. 21). 
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In captivity they were to dwell peacefully in the city to which they were 
brought (Jer. 29:7). After seventy years God would visit them and bring them back 
into the land (Jer. 25:12). He would not destroy His people completely; He is the 
covenant-keeping God, who promised, ‘For I am with thee, saith the LORD, to 
save thee’ (Jer. 30:11; also Lev. 26:44). God would not break His covenant and 
would bring them from the land of captivity (Jer. 46:27) and gather them again in 
the land (Jer. 31:10). Even while Jeremiah was imprisoned in the court of the 
guard, God reinforced this promise, instructing Jeremiah to purchase a field from 
his cousin Hanamel, as proof that Israel would be restored to the land (Jer. 32:9). 
God had scattered and God would bring them back and be their shepherd.  

God loved Israel with ‘an everlasting love’ (Jer. 31:3). They were an undying 
stock, and the purposes of God concerning the throne of David had to be fulfilled. 
The Old Testament always looks forward to the coming of the Son of God into the 
world. Israel had to be a nation again with a rebuilt temple for this to take place. 
In the ‘determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God’ His Son was despised and 
rejected by His own; but, as Jeremiah prophesied, in a day yet to come, He shall 
return as King redeemer: ‘Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise 
unto David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king … In his days Judah shall 
be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he shall be 
called, The LORD is our righteousness’ (Jer. 23:5-6). 

Then He will make a new, eternal covenant with the house of Israel and with 
the house of Judah (Jer. 31:31).             Martin Notman 
 
From Cromer: I used to sing sometimes at morning assembly in school: 

Jerusalem the golden, 
With milk and honey blest, 
Beneath thy contemplation 
Sink heart and voice opprest. 
I know not, oh I know not 
What joys await us there, 
What radiancy of glory, 
What bliss beyond compare. 

(Hymns Ancient and Modern 228) 

It was, of course, about the heavenly Jerusalem, but its singing conjured up in 
my adolescent mind the glory of the presence of God. That glory was intended by 
God to be expressed in the Place of His Name, Zion, the City of God, but many 
divine desires are mediated through fallible humans, and in this case that fallibility 
turned to rebellion. 
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God had chosen Israel to be His people, had brought them out of Egypt, and 
led them to the promised land, and in that land He chose Zion, the city of 
Jerusalem. The troops of Israel, led by Joab, took the stronghold of Zion; and 
David went to live there, so that it was called the city of David (1 Chr. 11). David 
thanked the Lord for all that He had done (1 Chr. 16:8-36), and brought back into 
Jerusalem the ark of God, setting it in a tent that he had pitched for it. The 
kingship was passed to Solomon, who used the precious stores laid up by his 
father to build the new and magnificent house of God, to which the ark was 
taken. In the reign of Solomon Israel reached the zenith of its extent and its 
prosperity. After the dedication of the temple Solomon ‘sent the people away to 
their homes, joyful and glad of heart for the prosperity that the LORD had granted 
to David and to Solomon and to Israel his people’ (2 Chr. 7:10 ESV). 

But the people of Israel did not maintain their trust in and obedience to their 
God. He had warned, ‘if you turn aside and forsake my statutes and my 
commandments that I have set before you, and go and serve other gods and 
worship them, then I will pluck you up from my land that I have given you, and 
this house that I have consecrated for my name, I will cast out of my sight, and I 
will make it a proverb and a byword among all peoples. And at this house, which 
was exalted, everyone passing by will be astonished and say, ‘Why has the LORD 
done thus to this land and to this house?’ Then they will say, ‘Because they 
abandoned the LORD’’ (2 Chr. 7:19-22). Their worship had become nominal; 
they trusted in ‘deceptive words’ (Jer. 7:4, 8), saying ‘This is the temple of the 
LORD, the temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD’, while disobeying the 
Lord of the temple (Jer. 7). Chapter 7 of Jeremiah describes the abominations 
done while essaying the worship of God. The people of God are in the ever-
present danger of lapsing into formality and self-justification.       Peter Hickling 
 
From Greenock: Pure gold is a soft, dense, inert metal. Found in the natural state 
it is lustrous and is impervious to most acids. It reacts only with a mixture of 
concentrated nitric acid and hydrochloric acid in the ratio of 1:3 (aqua regia). 
Aqua Regia also dissolves silver and platinum. Gold purity is measured in carats: 
pure gold is 24 carats. Pure gold does not corrode or tarnish, but the other metals 
used to make gold alloys do. Pure gold is far too soft for use in coinage and 
jewellery. Eighteen carat gold contains 75% pure gold and 25% other metals, 
while 9ct gold contains 37.5% pure gold and 62.5% other metals. Because 18ct 
gold contains more gold, it is more resistant to tarnishing and corrosion than 9ct 
gold. The golden shields provided for the temple must have been an alloy even 
although they were for ceremonial use. These were replaced with bronze or brass 
alloys (1 Kin. 14:27). Although similar in appearance they would immediately be 
recognised as fake by their weight. 
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Jeremiah compares the younger generation of leaders to fine gold. The rulers of 
Jerusalem were not pure in heart or in deed. For generations the accusation was 
true: ‘every man did that which was right in his own eyes’ (Judg. 21:25). To follow 
the guidance of Scripture we should remember that ‘the way of the foolish is right 
in his own eyes’ (Prov. 12:15). Additionally, the LORD ‘weigheth the hearts’ (Prov. 
21:2). 

Robert Burns – Scotland’s national poet – observed that title or rank could be 
conferred by a king, but it was the inherent character of the man that is the value. 
‘The rank is but the guinea’s stamp’—i.e., aristocratic rank is only the face 
stamped on a coin—‘The Man’s the gowd’  (gold) ‘for a’ that.’ The fine gold of the 
leaders of Jerusalem was debased. No longer pure gold, any coinage struck with it 
might have a face value but little intrinsic value. The contrast between the young 
heirs of Zion and their moral standards, against the purity of the law as given by 
Moses shows how far they have fallen. No shiny coinage here – they are more like 
the tinny rattle of a piggy bank made with cheap clay. 

Jesus Christ was the proof-coin from the die stamp showing exactly the nature 
of the Father; He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of His 
nature (Heb. 1:3). We see around us the financial structures of the world shaking 
with the pressures of conflict, nationalism and crime. Mankind was created in the 
image of God (Gen. 1:26). Are we striving to be the honest currency? 

Steve Henderson 
 
From Mount Forest: There are several Hebrew words for gold and different ones 
are used in the opening verses of this chapter. One of the Hebrew words (zahab) 
seems to emphasize how gold shines; another (kethem) seems to point to the 
original unalloyed purity of the precious metal, and. paz (v. 2) appears to focus on 
the refined nature of the product. When Moses ensured the tabernacle was built 
according to the divine pattern, and when the temple was constructed under 
Solomon's supervision, all of the interior surfaces of the sanctuary were overlaid 
with gold (Ex. 36:34ff; 2 Chr. 3:4ff) and many of the articles found within the holy 
place and the most holy place were gold or gold covered (zahab). While we might 
readily jump to the aspect of refined purity when considering the gold in those 
contexts, it seems the main thought is one of the shining glory entirely appropriate 
to the place where God would cause His name to dwell. David had instructed 
Solomon that the temple must be ‘exceeding magnifical’ (1 Chr. 22:5 RV).  

Although not explicitly stated, the ‘gold’ (zahab) and ‘fine gold’ (kethem) of 
Lamentations 4:1 could easily refer to the now visible stones of the destroyed 
temple, as verse 2 seems to imply. The repetition zahab, zahab in Jeremiah 52:19 
seems to be a Hebraism to emphasize the golden gold, and is translated ‘gold, in 
gold’, ‘solid gold’, ‘pure gold’ or ‘fine gold’ (RV, NKJV, NIV, NASB). It is this same 
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reality that Jeremiah now seems to have in mind in Lamentations 4 as he ponders 
stones displaced and no longer reflecting the glory of a divine presence. 
Nebuzaradan had burned the house of the Lord with fire (Jer. 52:13), and we may 
wonder if that was partly to obtain as much gold from it as possible. Hence, what 
was left of the gold now on publicly visible stones would have appeared changed 
and become dim. 

However, it may also be that the ‘sacred stones’ or ‘stones of the sanctuary’ of 
verse 1 are just Jeremiah’s poetic way of aligning the outcome for the people with 
the outcome for the house. What had been constructed of ‘costly stones’ (1 Kin. 
5:17 RV) was now burned rubble, and God’s precious people had been devalued 
at common street corners, and the drawn out suffering of their demise is 
graphically portrayed throughout this chapter. 

Peter would never have seen inside Herod’s temple, which the Lord said had 
been left desolate by God (Luke 13:35). Yet to Peter was given the revelation of 
God’s people as stones, living stones. We cannot imagine that God manufactures 
(so to speak) such living stones, except for the explicit purpose of precisely aligning 
them to the ‘chief corner stone, elect, precious’ (1 Pet. 2:6) in His spiritual house. 
If those in Jerusalem could be described as ‘precious sons of Zion, comparable to 
fine gold’, what must God see as He looks from within on His house in operation 
today?                          Geoff Hydon 
 
From Ravulapalem: Jeremiah wrote an elegy for fallen Jerusalem in poetical 
laments mainly in acrostic form. In chapters 1, 2, and 4, each of the 22 verses 
begins with a successive letter of the Hebrew alphabet. In chapter 3, every third of 
the 66 verses begins with successive Hebrew letters. [Comment 1] 

Zion bewails her pitiful estate  For the sins of her prophets, and the iniquities of 
the priests that have shed the blood of the just in the midst of her, they have 
wandered as blind men in the streets. 

 Judah’s vain hope for any earthly help (4:17)  Sin brings a great curse on people. 
It invokes God’s anger and leads to punishment. Sodom is a great example of sin 
as it is destroyed in seconds of time. But Jerusalem was under an enemy’s attack 
for a long period of eighteen months (4:6). Jeremiah gives two reasons for the 
tragic situation of Judah: (1) corruption in spiritual leaders (Jer. 26:7-11; Ezek. 
22:26-28); (2) keeping faith and hope in people rather than in God (v.17). 

Psalm 118:8 (ESV) says, ‘It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in 
man’. Here the people of Judah did not keep this in mind and ‘watched for a 
nation that could not save’ (v. 17), viz: Egyptians, who were their pretended allies, 
but were neither able nor willing to help them. The writer recalls how Jerusalem 
expected to be rescued by Egypt, but no deliverance came. Instead, the 



 
129 

Babylonians came, making the people prisoners in their own city (vv.17-18; Jer. 
37:6-10). Jeremiah warned the people of Judah not to rely on Egypt, the 
unreliable ally (Jer. 2:18,25,36). Looking to Egypt for deliverance was vain and 
futile, for the invaders were swifter than eagles and they pursued them in the 
mountains and the wilderness and caught them in snares and pits (vv.19-20). 
Those who tried to flee to the mountains were caught, including king Zedekiah in 
whom the people had falsely placed their trust (Jer. 39:3-5). The king fled, the 
walls were breached, the soldiers of the enemy were in the streets, and all who 
were able to do so fled from the city. There was no escape from the enemy and 
they were easily captured. 

Finally, the sins of the prophets, iniquities of the priests, spiritual blindness, 
uncleanness (vv.14-15), trusting in the heathen instead of God for help, were 
causes of defeat (vv. 17-19). In a nutshell this can be summed up as: 

a) False hopes or vain hopes: Job 8:13; Psalm10:6, Proverbs10:28 
b) Trust in man: Psalm 118:9; 146:3; Isaiah 2:22; 36:6. 

Jeremiah 17:5 (AV) says ’Thus saith the Lord; Cursed be the man that trusteth in 
man, and maketh flesh his arm and whose heart departeth from the Lord’. 

S.J.M. Edward 
 
From Surulere: Sorrows in chapter 4 The questions and interrogations flowing 
from a grieving heart are often too difficult to analyze or comprehend: ‘The heart 
knows its own bitterness, And a stranger does not share its joy’ (Prov. 14:10 NKJV). 
There seems a self-validating logic in a grieving or angry heart that renders all 
evaluation redundant. A case in point is Jonah’s profound anger at the withering of 
the plant: ‘Then God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the 
plant”? And he said, “It is right for me to be angry, even to death”’ (Jonah 4:9). 
The list of sorrows recounted by the weeping prophet in Chapter 4 of 
Lamentations is distressingly numbing in its pathos and depth: 

The stones of the sanctuary are scattered at the head of every street (v.1) 
The precious sons of Zion valuable as fine gold are regarded as clay pots (v.2) 
The tongue of the infant clings to the roof of its mouth for thirst (v.4) 
The young children ask for bread but there is no one to break it for them (v.4) 
Those who ate delicacies are desolate in the streets (v.5) 
Those who were brought up in scarlet embrace ash heaps (v.5) 
The punishment of the iniquity of the daughter of my people is greater than the 
punishment of the sin of Sodom (v.6) 
Her Nazirites are blacker than soot, go unrecognized in the streets, their skin clings 
to their bones and it has become as dry as wood (vv. 7-8) 
Those slain by the sword are better off than those who die of hunger (v.9) 
The hands of compassionate women have cooked their own children (v.10) 
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The LORD has fulfilled His fury, He has poured out His fierce anger, He kindled a 
fire in Zion and it has devoured its foundation (v.11.) 

The intriguing aspect of the validity of the query in Lamentations 1:12 viewed 
against the background of the outpourings of Chapter 4 is far-reaching. It is 
doubtless, as the prophet himself recounts, that all that had befallen Jerusalem is 
self-fulfilling and self-inflicted: 

That the adversary and the enemy could enter the gates of Jerusalem because of 
the sins of her prophets and the iniquities of her priests, who shed in her midst the 
blood of the just (vv.12-13) 

The people do not respect the priests nor show favour to the elders (v.17). 

The LORD Almighty had not been capricious or excessive in His dispensing of 
judgement on Jerusalem and its people, and as the prophet clearly noted in 
chapter 3:33: ‘He does not afflict willingly, Nor grieve the children of men’. We 
can safely affirm then that the query in Lamentations 1:12 is not valid in the 
circumstances in relation to Jerusalem as she had received a just recompense for 
her iniquities from a righteous God [Comment 2].            Frederick F. Ntido 
 
From Victoria BC: The sorrows considered by Jeremiah are that the goodly young 
men, likened unto fine gold, have dimmed and become like a potter’s earthen 
pitcher. There is child neglect (v.4), and cannibalism (v.10). The Nazarites, once 
ruddy and white like milk, and recognised in the street as holy and beautiful, 
turned black with starvation, skinny and no longer standing out in their beauty (v. 
7).  Prophets and priests had become self-serving too (v.13).  In chapter 1:12 the 
author is described as having afflictions from God, and the same can be said here. 
God has been working for literally centuries to get His chosen people to 
consistently follow Him and His laws, but time and again they failed. They were 
warned about the coming of a nation to take them away, and that day came, and 
God said ‘Enough!’.  Now chastisement and correction were to take place. 

In 2 Samuel 24:14 David said it is better to fall into the hands of the Lord. You 
could say David is telling the reader that God is the One with whom judgement of 
sin is to be left. We can judge what is sin, and in some cases as a church we can 
apply penalty-judgement in accordance with God’s word. However God says, 
‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, saith the Lord’ (Rom. 12:19). So, in the case of 
what punishment should be meted out, God knows best. [Comment 3] 

It was vain for Judah and Israel to watch for other nations to help.  They were 
surrounded by those that were adversarial toward them, waiting to capture and 
sell the Hebrews into slavery. God had Judah and Israel cornered so they could 
not get out. They were going to go into captivity for the continual wickedness and 
flaunting of God’s ways and laws. 
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Verse 22 alludes to the eventual return of the Jews from captivity after the 70 
years were accomplished; and indeed a remnant did return, as we can read in 
Nehemiah and Ezra. However, it could be referring to another day, May 14, 1948.  
That is when the diaspora [which followed the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 
70—Eds] came to an end. In Ezekiel 4 God had the prophet lie on his left side for 
three hundred and ninety days (which represented years) and then over on the 
right for forty days, for a total of four hundred thirty day/years. If seventy years is 
taken away you have 360 days/years left over with no corresponding captivity. 
However, if we multiply it by seven, as found in Leviticus 26:28, and count from 
the year the seventy years ended, and skip one for the year zero, (because there is 
no year zero), the number fits nicely into the time line and ends in the spring of 
1948. God makes no mistakes! [Comment 4]. 

Israel is now back in the land, and will no longer be removed by God. Instead, 
as the nations try to remove them in the near future, Jesus personally will 
ultimately intervene for them.        Rodger Lefevre; Jack Young 

 

COMMENTS 
1. (Ravulapalem): We note that the alphabetical headings, which are also given in 
Psalm 119 in the King James, Revised Version and some other translations, are 
absent in the Hebrew manuscripts, because each sentence in the Hebrew begins 
with the Hebrew letter, as signified at the beginning of each section in the English 
translations mentioned. However, as you have observed, in Lamentations 3, in 
each of the sentences designated in English as verses 1, 2 and 3, the first Hebrew 
word of each verse begins with the letter Aleph (א). Verses 4-6 begin with Beth (ב). 
The same pattern is followed in each successive triplet of verses, all three in the 
triplet beginning with the same letter, before moving on to the next triplet in 
alphabetic order. Incidentally chapters 2-4 have Ayin (ע) after Phe (פ), though in 
Chapter 1 it is before, as in Modern Hebrew.           J.J. 
 
N.B.—J.J. adds: in compiling the above comment, I acknowledge the assistance of 
Eric Archibald, Hebrew scholar and esteemed former editor of this magazine, who 
also communicated these further notes, which will be of academic interest to 
readers:  

‘I mention Psalm 119, because the LXX has the earliest naming of the letters of 
the Hebrew alphabet, giving Greek equivalents.  It is in line with the Modern 
Hebrew alphabet, in contrast to chapters 2-4 of Lamentations.’ 
  

‘...the Dead Sea scroll that contained a lot of Psalm 119 ... had no special 
headings where new letters were introduced.  Also, although the lower part of the 
scroll that was missing contained the section for Ayin, the letter Phe was followed 
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by Tsade, as in the order of the Modern Hebrew alphabet, and also as found in 
the first chapter of Lamentations in later manuscripts such as the Leningrad 
Codex.  Chapters 2-4 of Lamentations however, in the Leningrad Codex have Ayin 
and Phe reversed. In the Dead Sea Scrolls the book of Lamentations is in tiny 
fragments, not showing the start of a sentence, so the acrostic pattern is not 
represented.’                       E.A. 
 
2. (Surulere): A conclusion which opens the way for an application of the appeal 
of Lamentations 1:12 to the Saviour who, as Aberkenfig friends highlight, had no 
sin or guile.                       P.D. 
 
3. (Victoria): ‘Vengeance’ in its context, has more to do with the reproach and 
suffering that may be encountered and experienced as a result of our Christian 
testimony in the world; not so much to do with fellow-believers. For example, in 
Romans 12 we have ‘persecution’, resulting from people of this world (v. 14); we 
are not to render evil to ‘all men’ who do evil against us (vv. 17-18); and ‘enemy’ 
in verse 20 is to do with worldlings. 

On the other hand, there is clear direction in Scripture as to the exclusion from 
fellowship of those guilty of certain moral sins (1 Cor. 5:1-8) and restriction of 
fellowship and admonition where certain acts of unchristian behaviour have taken 
place (e.g. 1 Thes. 5:14; 2 Thes. 3:6-7, 11; Tit. 3:10-11).        R.B.F. 
 
4. (Victoria): Just to clarify that the Captivity is reckoned as having started in 606 
BC and finished in 536 BC for this calculation.             P.D. 
 

This is an interesting postulation, though the accuracy of historical time events 
would favour the above interpretation.            R.B.F. 
 
5. (General): In verse 6, God makes this striking statement: ‘the iniquity of the 
daughter of my people is greater than the sin of Sodom’.  

What could be worse than the sin of Sodom, where ‘the men, instead of 
having normal sexual relations with women, burned with lust for each other. Men 
did shameful things with other men, and as a result of this sin, they suffered within 
themselves the penalty they deserved’ (Rom. 1:27 NLT)? 

As several contributors have noted, the answer is given in verse 13: the iniquity 
of prophets and priests, ‘who shed the blood of the just’ was greater than the sin 
of the men of Sodom, who debased and abused their own bodies and brought 
divine judgement upon themselves because of their depravity. But in God’s eyes, 
the perversion of spiritual leadership by false prophets and priests—whom God 
had tasked from the beginning of their collective service with the preservation of 
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the highest moral and spiritual standards in His holy nation—was far worse. 
Instead of acting as guardians of the holiness of God’s people, they turned a blind 
eye to the worship of ‘the queen of heaven’, and the sacrificial burning of children 
on heathen altars (Jer. 7:18, 31)—the latter practice of which warranted the 
severest penalty (cp. Lev. 18:21; 20:1-5). Added to all this, they shed the blood of 
righteous persons who, in standing up for truth in the face of error, paid for their 
integrity with their lives. God could not allow such neglect of His laws, or such 
abuses of power to continue.                 J.J. 
 

Feature 
THE HOUSE OF GOD IN 1 & 2 KINGS 
Introduction  
As with 1 & 2 Samuel, the two books of 1 & 2 Kings were originally one in the 
Hebrew text until the publication of the Hebrew Bible in 1517 A.D., when the 
division took place. The period covered is from around 970 to 560 B.C., the latter 
date being the time when the southern kingdom of Israel was conquered by the 
Babylonians.     
   By this time in the historical narrative, David the king was really a spent force, 
finding himself increasingly unable to cope with advancing age problems and 
health issues. Again, difficulties were arising in the family circle. On this occasion it 
was his fourth son, Adonijah, who began to flex his muscles and stake a claim to 
be David’s successor. David had already made clear that Solomon would reign in 
his stead and the usurper’s vain attempt to establish a footing on the ladder of 
kingship was swiftly brought to an end (1 Kin. 1:17, 50-53; 5:5). 
 
Solomon’s Exceedingly Wise and Worthy Heart’s Desire and Exercise 
Once Solomon’s kingdom was established, he endeavoured to expedite the 
building of a house for the Lord instead of making do with the inadequate and 
unsatisfactory so-called ‘high places’ still being resorted to for sacrifices. These 
were, in effect, ‘leftovers’ used by the sinning nations that God had expelled from 
the land of Canaan (see Deut. 12:2; 1 Kin. 3:2; cp. 1 Kin. 15:14).  
   With the help of Hiram, king of Tyre, an expert builder and great patron of 
Solomon’s father David, the new king set about this demanding enterprise with 
exemplary vigour. The work began 480 years after Israel’s deliverance from Egypt’s 
tyranny, the foundation of the house for God being completed in the fourth year 
of Solomon’s reign and the whole structure finished seven years later. Here at last 
was a wonderful building, adorned with pure gold and singular beauty where God 
would deign to dwell among His people, as long as the king himself would gladly 



 
134 

bow to God’s will for his life, and give the lead to His people in walking according 
to divine statutes and commandments (1 Kin. 6:1, 11-13, 21-22, 37-38).  
  
A Place of Glory and Beauty for the Lord God of Israel 
When the ark of the covenant of the Lord was brought by the priests into its 
rightful place in the house, viz. the oracle, the most holy place of God’s presence, 
we are told the glory of the Lord filled the house of the Lord, and at the end of a 
great day of praise and prayer, the house built for the Lord God of Israel was 
consecrated by the offering of 22,000 oxen and 120,000 sheep (8:6, 11, 21, 63).  
   God’s house is ever to be a place of worship, praise and prayer (Heb. 10:19-22; 
13:15; 4:16). It was not only Solomon’s wisdom and court that captured the heart 
and took away the breath of the queen of Sheba, but the magnificence of this 
building for God (1 Kin. 10:4b). 
 
Break-up of the Kingdom 

As Solomon reached old age his heart of devotion to the Lord changed 
drastically. He allowed his many wives and mistresses to influence his thinking and 
embraced idolatry in the final part of his life. The result of this was the 
disintegration of Israel’s force for good in the world with the splintering of the 
nation into two parts. This took place in the reign of Solomon’s son, Rehoboam, 
who clearly lacked the wisdom and prowess of his father (1 Kin. 11:1-8, 12,35). 
 
2 Kings 

Not much is said about the house of the Lord for many years until we come to 
the reign of Jehoash where we read that God’s house, Solomon’s temple, had, 
over a period of time, fallen into a state of disrepair and disuse. Thankfully, in the 
thirtieth year of his rule, Jehoash’s heart was moved to organise extensive 
restoration work on the previously world-renowned building. Sadly, however, the 
treasures of the house that had also been replaced by Jehoash were bartered later 
by the king to appease the wrath of the king of Syria (2 Kin. 12:4-6, 11-12, 18).    

   Matters went from bad to worse as far as God’s house was concerned, with 
the exception of a period of respite for the nation during the beneficial reign of 
Hezekiah, king of Judah. The culmination of its desecration took place under the 
hand of Manasseh, an extremely wicked regent (2 Kin. 21:1-9, 11, 16-17). 
 
Hope for the Future. God’s House a Place of Service and Responsibility, and a 
‘Place of the Book’  

The Lord never forsakes His people, so long as they are faithful to His revealed 
will. Manasseh’s grandson, Josiah, rose to the occasion of responding to God’s 
overtures of grace in his days of kingship over Judah, instructing his officials to 



 
135 

repair the breaches of the house of the Lord and in so doing discovered the ‘book 
of the law of the Lord’, which led to confession and prayer (2 Kin. 22:2, 5, 8,10-
13). 

   Josiah’s determination of faith to act upon God’s word, brought 
commendation from the Lord and a throng, led by the king himself, made their 
way to the house of the Lord, where he read from the book and thereafter 
cleansed God’s dwelling-place of contents that should never have been there. He 
also dealt with those who had led the people astray from true worship, causing 
people to indulge in idolatrous and immoral practices. Eventually, he ordered the 
death sentence for those who had been instrumental in corrupting their offices of 
responsibility. Moreover, he reinstituted the passover feast for his people that had 
been somewhat neglected over the years of kingship (2 Kin. 22:19-20; 23:1-2, 4-
8, 20-22). 

   The ‘place’ that the Word of God should have in the lives of His people 
should ever be held dear, and the keeping of the Lord’s Remembrance should 
always remain fresh and invigorating to His saints, and never be carried out in a 
slipshod manner (cp. Heb.4:12; 1 Tim. 4:13; 1 Cor. 11:26-29; 14:33, 40).                                                               

   The closing chapter of the book makes for grievous reading. The glorious 
temple of Solomon was reduced to ashes by the Babylonians in 586 B.C., the two 
southern tribes taken into captivity, and all the precious vessels in the building 
either smashed to pieces or rehoused in the land of their oppressors (2 Kin. 25:9, 
13-15).  

R.B.Fullarton, Bathgate 
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'Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by?
Look and see if there is any sorrow like my sorrow,

which was brought upon me,
which the LORD inflicted

on the day of his fierce anger.
“From on high he sent fire into my bones ...'

(Lamentations 1:12,13 ESV)
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