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Introducing . . .             November 

SHAFTS OF LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS OF JEREMIAH 

As we near the close of our study of this 
book of woes and judgements, let’s 
note the gleams of love from the God 
of heaven, and sometimes of warning 
to a wider audience than the twelve 
Tribes. We often dwell on the attractive 
passages, realising how much we might 
have missed if Jeremiah hadn’t 
accepted the cal l to be God’s 
spokesman in a day of departure and 
corruption when the prophet could 
count on few friends. 
  
   In his self-doubt about his first calling, 
‘The LORD put forth His hand and 
touched my mouth, and ... said to me: 
“I have put My words in your 
mouth”’ (1:9 NKJV). While wrestling 
w i th doub t s abou t the Lo rd ’ s 
protection, there comes assurance: 
‘Blessed is the man who trusts in the 
LORD, And whose hope is the LORD. 
For he shall be like a tree planted by 
the waters, Which spreads out its roots 
by the river, And will not fear when 
heat comes; But its leaf will be green, 
And will not be anxious in the year of 
drought, Nor will cease from yielding 
fruit’ (17:7-8). Then, ‘A glorious high 
throne from the beginning is the place 
of our sanctuary. O LORD, the hope of 
I s rael . . .The fountain of l iv ing 
waters’ (17:12-13).  

  We recall the tenderness of divine 
appeal to Judah: ‘Will you not from this 
time cry to Me, “My Father, You are the 
guide of my youth?”’ (3:4). Hear the 
salt of the covenant in this passage, 
where warning is blended with 
kindness:  
‘”But let him who glories glory in this, 
That he understands and knows Me, 
That I am the LORD, exercising 
lov ingk indness , judgment , and 
righteousness in the earth. For in these I 
delight,” says the LORD’ (9:24). 

   We pass over several others to the 
great chapter of the New Covenant, 
and select the comfort of this promise 
to repentant Israel: ‘“For they all shall 
know Me, from the least of them to the 
greatest of them, says the LORD. For I 
will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I 
will remember no more”’ (31:34). 

   And now in 49-50, closing the 
punishment of Ammon, God says, ‘“But 
afterward I will restore the fortunes of 
t h e A m m o n i t e s , d e c l a r e s t h e 
LORD”’ (49:6 ESV; cp. v.39). From exile,  
Israel and Judah ‘”shall ask the way to 
Zion, with faces turned toward it, 
saying, ‘Come, let us join ourselves to 
the LORD in an everlasting covenant 
that will never be forgotten’”’ (50:5). 
Again another shaft of light: ‘“I will 
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restore Israel to his pasture, and he 
shall feed on Carmel and in Bashan, 
and his desire shall be satisfied on the 
hills of Ephraim and in Gilead ... for I 
will pardon those whom I leave as a 
remnant”’ (50:19-20). 

   Even the Lamentations carry balm: 
‘The steadfast love of the LORD never 
ceases; his mercies never come to an 
end; they are new every morning; great 
is your faithfulness’ (Lam 3:22-23). The 
anxious heart may confidently rest 
there.  
     M.A. 

From Study Groups . . . 

A  CHANGE  OF  FORTUNES (Jeremiah 49-50) 

From Aberkenfig: The judgement concerning the nations, dealing with Egypt, the 
Philistines and Moab in chapters 46-48, is continued in the portion before us. We 
have the Lord's pronouncement to Jeremiah regarding the nations of Ammon, 
Edom, Damascus, Elam and Kedar. The opening verses of chapter 49 emphasise 
that ‘pride goeth before a fall.’ There are many examples of this in Scripture where 
God's judgement falls upon both individuals and nations because of their pride—
particularly with Satan himself (Is. 14:12-15) when he was cast out of heaven (cp. 
Luke 10:18); his words were ‘I will … I will.’ Proverbs 16:18 reinforces this, as well 
as 8:13, 16:5 and Psalm 101:5c. The Christian must avoid all false pride (Mark 
7:22, Rom. 1:30; James 3:5), but rather should boast in Christ’s redemptive work (1 
Cor. 2:2; Gal. 6:14). 

Ammon, as a nation, emerged from the incestuous act (Gen. 19:38) of Lot’s 
younger daughter (Moab by her elder sister). Despite this, the Israelites were 
commanded to treat both nations kindly (Deut. 2:9,19); so with Edomites, who 
were the descendants of Esau (Deut. 23:7). The Ammonites had the Moabites to 
the south, and the tribe of Gad to the north-west. When Tiglathpileser III took Gad 
and other tribes captive (2 Kin. 15:29), the Ammonites greedily seized Gad's vacant 
lands, an action that could be construed as rather crude materialism. Paul warned 
us against such action (Gal. 6:8) and the Lord condemned the same in Matthew 
6:19. Truly it came to pass in Ammon’s case: they were a people used to human 
sacrifice by fire but soon found themselves as fuel for its searing flames (Ezek. 
21:20-28).  
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   We find similar words of judgement concerning Moab and Edom including Teman 
and Dedan in Ezekiel 25 (districts, towns or regions of Edom derived from names of 
Esau’s descendants). The Edomites thought they were secure, particularly in their 
capital, Petra (or Sela, ‘the Rock’, as it was then called—2 Kin. 14:7), because it 
could only be approached on one side by a chasm so narrow that no more than 
two horsemen could ride abreast through it, and on the other side a steep cliff face. 
The fate of Edom is mirrored in Obadiah, and was fulfilled in the 3rd century BC 
when it was overrun by the Nabateans. Again it was false pride that sealed their 
fate.  

Damascus is the next in line to feel God's wrath, a proud and powerful capital of the 
Syrian regime (Is. 7:8), but now weak and enfeebled, trembling had seized her, 
anguish and sorrows had taken hold of her. Then follows the judgement of Kedar, 
Hazor, and Elam: semi-nomadic tribes who occupied the land to the east, keeping 
sheep (Is. 60:7) and trading with Phoenicia (Ezek. 27); but despite being skilled 
archers they were unable to resist God's power, having provoked divine anger. Even 
the best fortified location would be overthrown as God forbade carefree living in 
the Old Testament. The Christian has been bought with a price, Paul tells us, 
‘therefore glorify God in your body’ (1 Cor. 6:20) and again in 7:23: ‘become not 
bondservants of men.’ Our time should be spent in glorifying God, not in selfish 
indulgence. They were warned to flee from the wrath to come, just as men are 
warned today or they must face the consequences. 

    Possibly the land of Babylon was thought to be more of a scourge than was Egypt 
by some of the captives: it would serve as the rod of divine anger for punishing 
Israel. Its own condemnation was about to commence. Their two gods (idols Bel 
and Merodach (Marduk) were useless to save them from destruction. It is the pride 
of man that says he knows best, but God’s decrees will surely come to pass. 
                                                                                        Bill Paterson 

From Cromer:  Throughout Scripture, both in the Old and New Testaments, we 
can find instances which display the wonderful attributes of our God. Chapter 50 of 
Jeremiah gives us an amazing example of His righteousness and justice and also a 
comforting glimpse of His forgiveness. 

   We can see the people of Israel and Judah, who many times had strayed away 
from their God, seeking a way back to Him to make an everlasting covenant. They 
had turned away from their God and had been forced to flee away from their 
inheritance and be a scattered people at the mercy of other peoples. They were 
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promised, however, that their enemies would be crushed and they would be able 
to return to their own lands. Bashan and Carmel were fertile lands where their 
herds could graze with ease, and Ephraim and Gilead were upland areas with very 
fertile soil and woodland, leading down to the plains of Bashan. God’s forgiveness is 
shown in His promise to restore His own people to their own land, at the same 
time declaring that He would remember their sins no more (cp. Heb. 8:12). This 
gave the people hope for the future.  

   As we consider the joy those people of Israel and Judah must have had at the 
prophecy that they would return to their lands and that God had forgiven them for 
the many times they had disobeyed Him, it makes us contemplate their response. 
Like them we have known the matchless forgiveness of God, which again demands 
a response: 
   What can we render unto Thee 
   For all that Thou for us hast done 
   In Christ Thy well-beloved Son? (C. Belton) 
Not only can we render our praise and worship, but we can also display our 
gratitude in our attitude to others, as Paul appealed to the Colossians (Col. 
3:12-13). 

   In the same chapter, alongside His forgiving nature, we can see righteousness and 
justice. The Babylonians were to be overcome by an alliance of nations (see 51:27). 
Because of their rejoicing at their pillage of God’s inheritance to Israel, the 
Babylonians would be humiliated with complete destruction. Jeremiah 50:15 
describes the vengeance of the Lord: ‘do to her as she has done to others.’ Not only 
do we have a God of forgiveness but we have a God of justice.   
                                                                                                          David Hickling 

From Greenock:  Revelation 17:5 introduces a further study of Babylon: ‘Mystery, 
Babylon the Great, the mother of the harlots and of the abominations of the earth.’  
The ancient and the future cities of Babylon are the antithesis of Jerusalem, the city 
of God. Nothing good is recorded in Scripture about the ancient and future cities of 
Babylon: their negative and pervasive influence of wickedness and evil has 
permeated many civilisations to the present day. National governments which have 
rejected God and His word have imposed upon their citizens secular and humanist 
legislation which has corrupted the world into a godless state. This will further 
degenerate until it finds its fullest expression in the city of Babylon described in 
Revelation 17-18. 
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   If the Babylon of Revelation 17-18 is a specific city as the Babylon of Jeremiah 
50-52 is, there are many imitators of them in the past and in the present which 
have exhibited all the diabolical evil so graphically described in both the ancient 
and the modern cities of Babylon described in the above chapters [Comment 1]. 

Where is Babylon today?   Not far away, if the signs of the end-times are interpreted 
correctly. The evils of Sodom and Gomorrah are manifestly evident, evolving into 
secular and humanist legislation. The visible symbols and signs of Babylon in Europe 
are increasingly becoming evident, as witness the woman riding on the beast 
outside the European Headquarters in Brussels, Belgium, which is also featured on 
EU currency and postage stamps. The European Parliament building in Strasbourg, 
France, is modelled on what the Tower of Babel is believed to have resembled. 
Saddam Hussein had reconstructed the Ishtar Gate in his partial building of Babylon 
in the 1970s, before God put an end to further building on the site. 

   Whether or not the city of Babylon the Great is already in existence, currently 
known by another name, or whether it is a city still to be built on the site of the 
ancient city, there are elements in every city in the world today that have the 
character of Babylon of Revelation 17-18. Brexit will be an irrelevance because the 
kingdom of the antichrist will supersede the European Union and will dictate their 
laws. Some people will think that they have found Utopia at last. They will think 
that they have been freed from the shackles of obeying the commands of God. To 
their dismay they will find that they are bound by Satanic laws.  
   
    If we are living in the end-times (of which there can be little doubt) the time of 
the great tribulation or Jacob’s trouble is near at hand; but the hope, the joy, the 
anticipation of living in the end-times is that the coming of the Lord Jesus is nearer. 
In these dark days while we wait for the Rapture we can rejoice that the gospel 
message is being disseminated throughout the world by every modern means of 
communication and millions of souls are being saved.    
                                                                                                              John Peddie 

From Halifax: Proud nations  Speaking the Lord’s word against the nations, 
Jeremiah foretells Egypt’s discomfiture at the battle of Carchemish (Jer. 46:2). He 
then prophesies Nebuchadnezzar’s invasion of Egypt (v.13), which took place 
sixteen years after the taking of Jerusalem (Jamieson, Fausset and Brown). Chapter 
47 contains the Lord’s word against the Philistine five cities, where baldness (‘deep 
sorrow’) came upon Gaza, and Ashkelon was cut off (v.5). 
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   Then Moab is brought before the judgement bar (Jer. 48). Isaiah’s predictions 
against Moab (Is. 15:1-16:14) had their realization in the Assyrian invasion under 
Salmanassar; whereas Jeremiah’s prophecy was accomplished with Nebuzaradan’s 
offensive about five years after he destroyed Jerusalem. The Moabites trusted in 
their works and treasures (Jer. 48:7) and they believed themselves to be heroes and 
mighty warriors (v.14); but they were condemned for their contempt of God and 
His people (v. 27). ‘We have heard the pride of Moab’ (v.29) and, how true, ‘Pride 
goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall’ (Prov. 16:18 KJV). 
Predicting the judgement of the Ammonites, of Edom, Damascus, Kedar, Hazor and 
Elam (Jer. 49), Jeremiah also announces the doom of Babylon and the land of the 
Chaldeans (50:1). 

   These chapters stress the truth of Matthew 25:31-36: ‘the criterion by which God 
judges the nations is their treatment of His chosen people whom He has made the 
vehicle of salvation’ (The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, Vol. 6,1986, p. 672). The 
oppressors of Israel and Judah held them captive and would not let them go; but, 
‘Their Redeemer is strong; the LORD of hosts is His name’ (Jer. 50:34; cp. Prov. 
23:11). 
                                                                            Robert J. Butler 

From Ibadan (Alawaye): To sin, one must decide on that. But to repent needs 
divine intervention. If an older person punishes us, we know how we normally feel. 
How much more when God punishes us for committing sin! God doesn’t get 
annoyed easily or without cause—it is because of our sins. After this, God gives His 
judgement (Heb. 10:26-27). God promised the remnants of Israel that He would 
forgive them, but so many Israelites had been devoured because of their sins. God 
doesn’t tolerate sin and will never pamper us because of our sins. Babylon also fell 
because they had delight in punishing Israelites—the apple of God’s eye, and also 
because of pride. If we don’t sin, but anyone challenges us to do so, this will be 
punished severely. We should not misuse the opportunity that we have. The 
punishment of the Israelites was so much that they began to ask for their ways back 
home with sorrowful tears. But God still promised that He would not make a full 
end of the Israelites (Jer. 5:18) [Comment 2]. The Lord will continue to be our 
shepherd if only we don’t go astray. Jeremiah 22:10 said that Judah should weep 
because of those that go astray, not for the king who had died.  

   Israel is described as a lost sheep in 50:6, and we can see God as a merciful 
father in the story of the prodigal son (Luke 15:11-32). God had mercy on the 
Israelites and restored them. So, this is a replication of God’s love towards humanity 
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(Mic. 7:17-19;  Rom. 9:27-29). The Israelites didn’t give honour to the Lord. No 
matter how wanton the Israelites might be, they are the beloved children of God 
[Comment 3]. The nations of the world are jealous of them because of this, though 
they are ignorant of this fact. 
                                  Samson Ogunleye 

From Mount Forest:  The power of the greatest enemy   While our enemy, the 
Devil, is pleased to promote absolute atheism and even anti-theism today, his tactic 
in the days of Jeremiah was not so much to deny the existence of God but to cause 
people to worship false gods.  Although Jeremiah’s woeful complaints in these 
chapters were addressed to the various peoples who had opposed Israel, there is 
more than a hint that he knew idolatry lay behind their unjust behaviour.  So we 
read of Milcom (Jer. 49:1) the god of the Ammonites, and Chemosh (Jer. 48:7) the 
god of the Moabites, and Bel (Jer. 50:2), i.e. the familiar Baal, also titled Merodach 
or Marduk, the president of the divinities of the Babylonians. Betraying or even 
displaying his loyalties, Nebuchadnezzar himself named his son and successor Evil-
Merodach, linking the name of his god with his offspring (Evil= son of) as the much 
earlier Babylonian king Baladan had done before (2 Kin. 20:12). One of the 
excellencies of Christ displayed in the years of His ministry was His ability to discern 
the presence of agents of evil where others might have thought the problem was 
purely physical (Acts 10:38; e.g. Mat. 8:16; 17:15-18), and then display God's 
power to overcome the evil one.  Like Jeremiah, we need to be acutely perceptive 
of the work of the evil one, and learn our dependence on God in the varying 
circumstances with which we are presented, being conscious of not only the 
immediate problem but the longer-term divine objectives.  Jeremiah had already 
been told the people would be in captivity for 70 years, yet his prophecy regarding 
God’s retribution on their captors is given almost as though it would happen 
tomorrow!  It was very real to him by faith. 

   Therefore, we find in God’s verbal rebuttals through Jeremiah of the attacks of 
Israel's enemies, that He puts into their place not just the enemy peoples, but the 
gods who misguided them.  So Jeremiah prophesies: ‘Chemosh shall go into exile’ 
and ‘Bel is put to shame, Merodach is dismayed.’ This accords with disclosure 
elsewhere of the reality of God dealing with spiritual things as He disposes of 
earthly issues (Dan. 10:13; Rev. 12:7). Paul applies this practically regarding the 
outworking of separation from unbelievers in their idolatrous behaviour (1 Cor. 
8:4-6; 10:20).  When we say we must hate the sin but love the sinner, we do well 
to humbly exercise considerable caution, because behind the sinner in their sin 
may be a much more powerful force. Jude's teaching to first century Christians 
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therefore remains apposite: ‘these people also, relying on their dreams, defile the 
flesh, reject authority, and blaspheme the glorious ones.   But ... the archangel 
Michael, contending with the devil ... did not presume to pronounce a 
blasphemous judgment, but said, “The Lord rebuke you”’ (Jude vv. 8-n, followed by 
the instruction of 20-23 ESV). Thus Jeremiah’s words, far from teaching self-
reliance, instead acknowledge the requirement for divine intervention if God’s 
people are to be released from their enemies and restored to a place of favour. 
                                                                                                              
           Geoff Hydon 
    
From Okorikpehre: Divine judgement on pride and the maltreatment of Israel   The 
fall of Lucifer from heaven was as a result of pride (Is. 14:12-14), which was 
unconnected to the treatment he meted on the people of God. This further 
emphasises the danger of pride in the life of a person or people and being exposed 
to judgement from God (Prov. 16:18; 1 Pet. 5:5). 

   In the days of Jeremiah, God revealed His planned judgement against the nations 
that provoked His anger (Jer. 25:15-17). The Ammonites stole the land that God 
gave to the children of Gad for possession at the time when the northern kingdom 
of Israel was taken captive into Assyria. The Ammonites trusted in the productivity 
of their land and took pride in their wealth as a nation; their fertile valley and 
fortified cities became a thing of pride. They lived in deception that they were 
untouchable, that is until their god, Milcom, and its priest were taken into captivity. 

   Likewise the Edomites, who are descendants of Esau, were perpetual enemies of 
the Israelites since the days they came out of Egypt. They were proud of being a 
fierce people and assumed that they were invisible, since they lived in the clefts of 
the rock, which was almost impenetrable. Their overconfidence made them 
unprepared and vulnerable to destruction. Jeremiah’s description of the fall of the 
Edomites portrayed how a proud and arrogant people came to an end. 

   All those who have suffered or died for the gospel’s sake will be honoured, whilst 
those who rejected the gospel by refusing to submit and not obey it will be 
punished eternally. God’s way is consistent in that whatever He is doing through 
and for His people is not always allowed to be obvious. We need to take care that, 
rather than discern that the almighty God is at work, we rely on our own abilities or 
earthly helpers [Comment 4]. 
                                        Richard Owotorufa  
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From Podagatlapalli: Fit judgement in change of fortunes   The sons of Ammon had 
in a cowardly fashion profited from the ten tribes being taken away captive, by 
taking possession of the territory of Gad on the other side of Jordan. By a just 
recompense, having unduly ‘inherited’ from Israel, they were to become Israel’s 
inheritance (Jer. 49: 2). We see Moab, the mocker, becoming in his turn an object 
of derision (48:26-27), and it is remarkable to note that the judgments which God 
sends are often in accordance with the offence committed against somebody else. 
Such lessons, if we know how to accept them, allow us to understand more clearly 
the significance of Matthew 7:2,12, encouraging us not to do to others what we 
would not like done to ourselves.  

   Edom is epitomised by her extreme arrogance. Living like an eagle in the steep 
and rugged rocks of mount Seir (Jer. 49:16), this people reckoned they were 
impregnable. But God knew and will again know where to find them to make them 
come down, reducing their den to a perpetual waste (v.13; Obad. 4). In contrast 
with Moab and Ammon, the Lord in closing makes no promise to Edom to restore 
her captives. ‘There shall not be any remaining of the house of Esau’ (Obad. 18 
KJV; cp. Jer. 48:47; 49:6). 

   After Edom it is the turn of Damascus, together with Hamath and Arpad, the main 
cities in Syria, and then of Kedar and Hazor where nomadic tribes lived. Finally 
Elam (Persia) is sentenced, a nation far removed from Israel, whereas all the others 
were her neighbours. 
  
    God is righteous. He has measured exactly the punishment for each of 
these nations and sets it in proportion to the privileges received (Rom. 2:6). In 
Jeremiah 2:10-11 the Lord had contrasted Israel with Kedar, an ignorant tribe, but 
one which at least remained faithful to her false gods, whereas His people had 
turned away from the true God. How much more guilty Israel was, having been 
instructed by the Law! Let us remember—particularly if we have Christian parents
—this serious verse: ‘For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much 
required’ (Luke 12:48). 

   All these nations were to fall, like Judah, to the power of Nebuchadnezzar (Jer. 
49:30) and become provinces in his empire. It was therefore useless and foolish for 
the Jews to turn to their neighbours for refuge and safety (Ps. 60:11). How could 
these nations come to Israel when they could not even save themselves? 
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   What does this tell us about God’s ways and judgements? Consider Acts 17:31: 
‘Because he has appointed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness 
by the man whom he has ordained.’ Matthew 25:31-46 says, ‘When the Son of 
man comes in his glory and all the holy angels with him … Then he will also say to 
those on the left hand, “Depart from me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire…”  
(v.41). See also 2 Thes.1:6-7; Rev. 6:9-10; 21:8.                                                                                                                    
                 B.V. Prasada Rao 

From Ravulapalem: Greatness of His grace … an end to guilt  For fifty chapters 
Jeremiah exposes Israel’s guilt. Because of it, punishment was bound to come. Yet 
the forgiveness to come from God will be as absolute as the guilt: a search for 
Israel's sins will not uncover a single one. God is telling through the prophet that the 
people of Israel are like a scattered flock (Jer. 50:17). Those who had driven them 
away were like lions. They were lost sheep led astray by their shepherds and they 
forgot their resting place (v.6). 

   Assyria is to the north-east of Israel with its capital Nineveh, and at present 
consists of some parts in Iraq, Syria, Iran and Turkey. King Pul—also named Tiglath 
Pilesar—invaded Israel, and Menahem gave him a thousand talents, i.e. about 34 
metric tons of silver. The people of God were forced to send gifts to foreign kings 
because of their sin (2 Kin. 15:19-20). Israel were removed in 722 BC. God's 
forgiveness is great, however, and He is not angry forever. He is reminding Israel 
that they will be brought back to the previous state of abundance [Comment 5]. He 
said He will not remember their sins. This is the true grace of God relating to the 
transgressions of people (Mic. 7:18-20; Ps. 32:1-2). 

    In Romans 3:21-26 Paul clearly sets out God’s forgiveness and justification 
through Jesus Christ. God presented Him as a sacrifice of atonement through faith 
in His blood. He did this to demonstrate His justice because in His forbearance He 
had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished so as to be the only one who 
justifies those who have faith in Jesus.  
                                                                                                  S.J.M. Edward 

From Surulere:  God’s ways and judgements  It is an eternal verity which gladdens 
the hearts of all of the redeemed of the Lord that: ‘As for God, His way is perfect; 
the word of the LORD is proven; He is a shield to all who trust in Him’ (Ps. 18:30 
NKJV). There is no arbitrariness in any of His actions: ‘In Him also we have 
obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of Him who 
works all things according to the counsel of His will’ (Eph. 1:11). Further, as it was 
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with the crucifixion of our Lord Jesus Christ, so it is in all other things: ‘Him, being 
delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God’ (Acts 2:23). God 
sets the times and seasons for all matters: ‘It is not for you to know the times or 
seasons which the Father has put in His own authority’ (Acts 1:7). 

   Abraham’s words resonate with all: ‘Far be it from You to do such a thing as this, 
to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous should be as the 
wicked ... Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?’ (Gen. 18:25). And God does 
right, always, in His judgements. As with individuals, so too with nations, ‘Though 
the LORD is on high, yet He regards the lowly; but the proud He knows from 
afar’ (Ps. 138:6). God’s judgement is fierce against those who maltreat His people, 
whether of old or in a coming age: ‘He permitted no one to do them wrong; yes 
He rebuked kings for their sakes, saying, “Do not touch My anointed one, and do 
My prophets no harm”’ (Ps. 105:14-15; 1 Chr. 16:21-22).  

   The almighty God often went beyond mere rebuke to punishment of errant 
nations, who in their pride made spoil of His people: ‘For the LORD’s portion is His 
people; Jacob is the place of His inheritance ... He encircled him, He instructed 
him. He kept him as the apple of His eye’ (Deut. 32:9-10). And since His people 
are eternally precious to Him, Zechariah’s words ring true: ‘“He sent Me after glory, 
to the nations which plunder you; for he who touches you touches the apple of His 
eye. For surely I will shake My head against them, and they shall become spoil for 
their servants. Then you will know that the LORD of hosts has sent me’” (Zech. 
2:8-9). 

   Although in this dispensation of grace it might not clearly be seen how God 
troubles those who trouble His people and His children, nevertheless Peter’s words 
are instructive: ‘then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptation 
and to reserve the unjust under punishment for the day of judgement, and 
especially those who walk according to the flesh in the lust of uncleanness and 
despise authority’ (2 Pet. 2:9-10). Indeed, it is in the matter of judgement—which 
is one of the strange acts of God as Isaiah declares: ‘For the LORD will rise up as at 
Mount Perazim, He will be angry as in the valley of Gibeon, that He may do His 
work, His awesome work, and bring to pass His act, His unusual act’ (Is. 28:21)—
that the Lord God will ‘look on every proud man and bring him low; tread down 
the wicked in their place’ (Job 40:12). 
                                                                                                      Frederick F. Ntido 
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COMMENTS 

1. (Greenock): Certainly in the Old Testament there can be no doubt as to the 
identity of ‘the great Babylon’ built by king Nebuchadnezzar for his royal residence 
(Dan. 4:30). In the New Testament, the references to Babylon, especially confined 
to the book of The Revelation, would rather indicate a system of world government 
that holds tremendous sway over all nations. It could be understood as a figure of 
speech similar to Sodom and Gomorrah being mentioned in Revelation 11:8 as 
being descriptive of the city of Jerusalem filled with corruptness. There was a 
church of God in the literal city of Babylon in Iraq at the time of Peter’s writing (1 
Pet. 5:13).  

   Revelation references—14:8; 17:1 (see ‘sitting upon many waters’),5; 18:2,10,21
—would support the symbolical view of the city, though 9:14 and 16:12 refer to 
out-pourings of judgement at and upon the great river Euphrates and its drying up 
allowing armies from the east to have a safe passageway for their advancing hordes.                                                     
                                             R.B.F.        

2. (Ibadan—Alawaye): There is however a distinction between chastening of 
believers as sons (see Heb. 12:5-11) which I take it friends have in view, and 
punishment. The punishment and judgement references of Hebrews 10:26-31 have 
to do with the	forfeiture by disobedience of a person’s standing in God’s house.   
             P.D. 

3. (Ibadan—Alawaye): Certainly Israel remains in the affection of God, who chose 
them in love and fulfilment of ‘the oath that he swore to your fathers’ (Deut. 7-8 
ESV). Although their position as the kingdom of God has passed for a time to those 
who answer to the New Testament pattern for service in churches of God revealed 
by the apostles’ teaching (Mat. 21:43; Luke 12:32; Acts 2:32; 1 Cor. 11:16), the 
future restoration of Israel is secure, having been clearly set out in prophecy (e.g. Is. 
14:1-2). The title ‘children of God’, however, belongs to those who accept the Lord 
Jesus by faith (John 1:12). Indeed, the very context of John’s use of the title 
excludes Israel as a nation, since ‘he came to his own, and his own people did not 
receive him’ (v.11). Since they are the children of God who accept the Lord Jesus in 
faith, the title belongs to those who are members of Christ’s body (see also Feature 
below).  
                           J.T.N. 
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4. (Okorikpehre): God’s working is very often difficult for us to discern it is true , 
especially perhaps in judgement. But the need for us to work to progress His 
kingdom is clear from the Lord’s words in John 14:12 linked to those in 5:17. That 
we use our own and others’ abilities and resources in so doing is necessary and in 
truth indispensable. But would not discerning that the almighty God is at work, 
should we blest and honoured with such discernment (as some undoubtedly are at 
times), rather inspire and invigorate our work?      
             P.D. 
   
5. (Ravulapalem): The northern tribes, of course, were not restored from their 
captivity at the hands of Assyria. The judgement on them remained, even when the 
people of Judah returned in the days of Zerubbabel. And yet, by His grace, God 
shall restore all Israel in a future day when the Lord Jesus return to earth as King of 
kings, assuming His throne in Jerusalem in the midst of a redeemed nation (Jer. 
30:1-3; Ezek. 37:15-28). 
                     J.T.N. 

Feature 

THE CHURCH WHICH IS CHRIST’S BODY (Part 3) 

‘Sufferings … for the sake of his 
body, that is, the church’ (Col. 1:24 
ESV) 
 The truth of the ‘body of Christ’ was 
very much in Paul’s thoughts in his 
written communication to the church 
of God in Colossae in West Turkey, 
mentioning the trials and troubles he 
willingly endured for the cause of 
Christ. His undaunted service for his 
Lord and Master brought countless 
afflictions and endless dangers. Being a 
fellow member of the body, he did not 
discredit difficulties as something 
‘unwanted’ or ‘unnecessary’, but rather 
something that was welcome and could 

be of encouragement to others who 
were similarly undergoing testing 
situations. Addition-ally, we are called 
upon to pray faithfully and fervently in 
all kinds of occasions and all sets of 
circumstances for all our fellow-saints; 
fellow-members of His body (Eph. 
6:18).     

Duration: Beginning  
   We have already touched on the 
p e r i o d o f t i m e f r o m t h e 
commencement of this unique truth of 
the church which is Christ’s body to its 
conclusion, viz. when it ceases to be 
what it presently is, at the rapture of 
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the church, the coming of the Lord to 
the air for His own. Let’s examine it in 
more detail. 

    It started on the celebration of the 
day of Pentecost, which took place fifty 
days after the Passover, part of what 
was known as the set feasts of Jehovah, 
of which there were seven (see Lev. 23: 
15-16). Peter and the eleven other 
apostles, now including Matthias who 
replaced Judas the betrayer of the Lord 
Jesus, are in Jerusalem. They had been 
praying beforehand with womenfolk 
who faithfully attended to the varied 
daily needs of the Lord and His 
disciples over the previous three years 
or so. The Lord’s mother and brothers 
were there too (Acts 1:12,14; 2:1).  

   Peter then took over as spokesman to 
the multinational crowd, declaring the 
gospel message of repentance for sin, 
remission of sins through Christ’s 
sacrifice, and reception of the Holy 
Spirit into the life and body of the 
believer at the moment of acceptance 
of its truth. About three thousand made 
the decision for Christ, becoming at 
that very time, members of His body 
(Acts 2:14,38). 

Ending of its existence on earth 
   This message, with its enthralling 
promise of eternal life being granted 
upon belief, has continued through the 
centuries of human history, and is still 
with us today, and will be so until the 
Lord descends from heaven for His 

church, which He will remove from this 
earth and take to the Father’s house of 
many rooms in heaven, where He will 
also be (2 Thes. 2:6; John 14:2-3). At 
the same time as the church is taken 
away, as shown in the verse first quoted 
before in brackets, the Spirit of God 
will also be removed (2 Thes. 2:7: 
‘Only he who now restrains … is out of 
the way’), later returning to this sphere 
to operate in a different way. When 
these events happen, this will make 
way, in God’s purposes, for the man of 
lawlessness, the son of perdition, to 
have sway over the people of this world 
(2 Thes. 2:3, 6- 11). 

   As said before, at the present time, 
there cannot be any disputation of the 
assertion that there are many more 
members of the body of Christ in 
heaven ‘at home with the Lord’ than 
on earth today; those who have ‘fallen 
asleep’ through Jesus, ‘the dead in 
Christ’ (1 Thes. 4:14, 16). We are un-
able then to give a specific time limit 
on its duration or estimate its number 
composition when finally at its 
completion.  
     
    In the gospels, the Lord Jesus is often 
referred to, directly and indirectly, as 
the bridegroom, who has a bride, of 
course, while John Baptist is described 
as ‘the friend of the bridegroom’, and 
the disciples and others who perceived 
him to be God’s Son and Saviour, are 
‘the sons of the bridechamber’ (John 
3:29; Mat 9:15). The latter, in the 

164



understanding of the present writer, 
equates to all who have believed on 
the Saviour since his coming to earth, 
i.e. His ‘church’ / ‘bride’ / ‘saints’, 
whom He will present to Himself at the 
rapture (Eph. 5:27), then take to 
heaven to await the moment of the 
nuptials of the marriage of the Lamb 
(Rev. 19:7-8).  
    
    Will the bride of Christ be seen as a 
separate entity in the Lord’s millennium 
kingdom? That is a question we cannot 
answer. We might think so, the church 
being now His ‘wife’, as the foregoing 
scripture attests, and is therefore an 
integral part of Him.  
   The Lord will then, as we know, 
occupy what is called ‘His glorious 
throne’, or as shown in other versions 
such as RV: ‘the throne of his 
glory’ (Mat. 19:28) and those men who 
were known as ‘the twelve’, Judas 
apart, His disciples, will have an 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a n d l e g i s l a t i v e 
responsibility for  those of the twelve 
tribes of Israel who will enter that 
wonderful thousand year period of 
peace on this earth (Luke 22:30; Mat. 
25:31-46). Likewise, the saints of this 
present gospel age, the Body of Christ, 
will bear similar roles in relation to the 
affairs and dealings of the righteous of 
the nations and also that of angelic 
beings, as 1 Corinthians 6:2-3 reveals. 
It is not without significance that it is 
the Spirit and the bride (the church) 
who at present say ‘Come’, longing for 
the return of the Lord Jesus to collect 

His own (Rev. 22:17; 1 Cor. 15:23; 1 
Thes. 4:16-17). In the ‘day of God’ (2 
Pet. 3:12), the final and eternal state, 
all there will not be separately 
identified in particular groups, but 
simply be classified as ‘His servants’ 
who will worship and serve the Lord 
Jesus, see His face, and have His name 
on their foreheads (Rev. 22:3-4). 

The Inheritance now and in the future 
   Through believing in Christ we are 
doubly blessed, here in time and also in 
eternity. Paul testified to king Agrippa at 
his trial in Caesarea that the Lord Jesus 
had appointed him to bear witness of 
Him to Gentile peoples and in so 
doing, many would have their eyes 
opened, turning from spiritual darkness 
brought about by human sin, to a 
clarity and appreciation of Christ’s work 
of salvation for the sinner; being 
delivered from the dominion of Satan 
to the authority of Christ; receiving by 
God’s grace the forgiveness of sins, and 
being given a place (or ‘inheritance’ 
RV) among those who are sanctified by 
faith in Christ Jesus (Acts 26:18). Part of 
this inheritance is induction into 
membership of the church which is 
Christ’s body, with all its attendant 
benefits. Our future heritage too is 
assured through that same sacrifice 
made for our sins by the Son of God: 
one that shall never be tainted or 
temporal (1 Pet. 1:4).           
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What it means to Christ 
   The simple answer is ‘everything’. 
The Lord Jesus’ spoken words, 
accompanying the heavenly light that 
dazzled Saul of Tarsus while journeying 
with his cohort to Damascus in Syria to 
wreak vengeance on those believers in 
Christ who belonged to what was 
called ‘the Way’, says it all: ‘Saul, Saul, 
why are you persecuting me?’ (Acts 
9:4). In other words, the Lord was 
underlining the fact that Saul’s cruel 
oppression and imprisonment of his 
intended victims, which had happened 
before in Jerusalem (Acts 8:3), was 
actually attacking the Lord personally – 
such was their value to Him. This is 
further emphasised by the Lord 
answering Saul’s question ‘Who are 
you, Lord?’ by saying, ‘I am Jesus, 
whom you are persecuting.’ Christ’s 
own mean everything to Him. Saul 
would be left in no doubt as to the 
meaning of the Lord’s two statements.  

   As we know, Saul’s name (Hebrew 
Shauwl meaning ‘asked’) was later 
changed to Paul (Greek Paulos, 
signifying ‘little’) in keeping with the 
turnaround that took place in his life 
after meeting Christ. He would say later 
in his letter to the churches of God in 
the region of Galatia in Turkey, that in 
his former life in Judaism, before 
coming to know Christ, he had 
persecuted the church of God (a 
composite term referring to believers of 
that day, members of Christ’s body, 
who were numbered and identified in 

visible churches of God in various 
locations) violently and tried his best to 
destroy it (see Gal. 1:13). 

   Can we now, or will we in the future, 
ever fully estimate what it will mean to 
the Lord Jesus to have His saints 
accompanying Him, His glorious bride, 
and presenting them in all their 
perfection before His God and Father 
(1 Thes. 3:13)? The answer must surely 
be ‘No!’ All His own will gladly and 
wonderfully give Him all the glory and 
honour that are rightly His, and His 
alone. They will stand transfixed in 
wonder and awe (2 Thes. 1:10). The 
prayers of the saints that have been so 
appreciated by the Lord will then be 
over, giving way to praise as never 
heard before (cp. Rev. 5:8; 8:3-4). 
Capping it all, is the most wonderful 
picture of how He will feel about it all: 
‘He shall see of the travail of his soul, 
and shall be satisfied’ (literally, 
‘satisfied, satisfied’, i.e. fully satisfied; 
can take no more) (Is. 53:11, RV). You 
and I have a miniscule part to 
contribute to that feeling He has. That 
should fill us with awe and humility.             

What it should mean to us 
    In the world which we live in, being 
a part of something that has status and 
success carries a lot of weight and 
ensures, in the main, a steady flow of 
people who wish to join such a body or 
organisation. To become a fully-fledged 
member often entails serious study over 
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a number of years and generally the 
sitting of exams or modules. Require-
ments nowadays in many fields of work 
demand additionally a specified 
number of hours in a year devoted, 
outside the hours of one’s profession, 
to what is termed ‘Continual Personal 
Development’. This would normally be 
in the form of keeping oneself, as a 
member, ‘up to scratch’ with changes in 
legislation and regulation, and the 
application and operation of certain 
standards that have been agreed.   

    How much greater should a believer 
have a growing heart-appreciation and 
mind-absorption of what it is to be a 
member of the church which is Christ’s 
body, discovering more and more the 
riches of God’s glory invested in and 
adorning this glorious truth (Eph. 4:15; 
Col. 1:27). It is a lifelong quest.          

What raised the wondrous thought, 
Or who did it suggest,  
That we the Church, to glory brought,  
Should with the Son be blest? 

O God, with great delight 
Thy wondrous thought we see— 
“Upon His throne in glory bright 
The Bride of Christ shall be.” 
     
     G.V. Wigram 
(Concluded) 
     
             R.B. Fullarton, Bathgate
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