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Introducing . . . October
MURMURINGS AND DISPUTINGS
Paul cautioned the saints in Philippi to
‘do all things without murmurings and
disputings’ (Phil. 2:14 R.V.)

Murmurings and disputings are an
age-old phenomenon. Several
instances of fractured unity among
God's people are recorded ‘aforetime
for our learning’—along with the
remedial action taken. Here are three
examples:

When Aaron and Miriam criticised
Moses marriage to a black woman—
motivated we suggest, by jealousy, if
not racial prejudice—God took
drastic action to put them in their
place and protect His redemptive
purposes. The words He used about
Miriam, who, it seems, was the ‘agent
provocateur’, are startlingly blunt: ‘if
her father had but spit in her face,
should she not be ashamed seven
days?’ (Num. 12:14) [Comment 1].
Miriam, struck with leprosy, was
healed in answer to Moses pleading,
but banished from the camp for seven
days. Divine discipline was carried
out, Moses was vindicated, and the
unity of Israel’s leadership was
restored.

When the Amalekites raided
Ziklag and abducted the wives of
David’s men, they were ready to stone
him (1 Sam. 30:6). In his distress, he
sought God’s guidance. As soon as he
had an answer from God, David
actively addressed the reason for their
understandable discontent: he led

from the front, pursued the enemy and
‘brought back all’ (1 Sam. 30:19). The
order of things was restored due to
David’s swift, divinely directed
action.

In Acts 6:1, a ‘murmuring’ arose
about the neglect of the Grecian
Jewish widows, and threatened the
unity of the church of God in
Jerusalem. Wisely, the apostles
delegated the task of addressing the
genuine need the complainers had
identified, to Stephen and six other
brothers who were ‘of good report’ - a
practical solution which ensured the
fair distribution of finite resources.

Sometimes there are justifiable
reasons for dissent; at other times
murmuring or vexation among God’s
flock arises from spurious reasons:
e.g., a failure to crucify the old nature;
spiritual pride; an ignoble willingness
to listen to and spread gossip; or from
jealousy, prejudice, or other ugly
traits, unbecoming of those who claim
to be followers of Jesus Christ.

Sometimes the help of a sensitive
neutral third party, or the intervention
of shepherd-hearted leaders, is
needed when tempers become frayed.
The remedy in such cases, is to
refocus the mind on the One whom
we follow, who, ‘counted it not a
prize to be on an equality with God,
but emptied himself, taking the form
of a servant’ (Phil. 2:5). J.J.
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From Study Groups . . .
THE VALUE OF SPIRITUAL COMPANIONSHIP (PHILIPPIANS 2:14-30)
From Buckhaven: The blunt statement by Paul the prisoner, ‘all seek their own,
not the things of Jesus Christ’ (Phil 2:21 RV). contrasts with Paul’s consolation in
Timothy, ‘For I have no man likeminded who will care genuinely for your state’
(v. 20 RVM). This presents a challenge to us all—like an arrow to the heart. When
Paul used the word, ‘all’ he certainly didn’t have in mind Timothy and
Epaphroditus. Albert Barnes gives his view on such self-seeking—this deep-seated
propensity that clings to us: Barnes puts it this way, ‘That is, all who are with me’
(Barnes N.T. Notes). Who Paul had with him at this time is not fully known, but
he doubtless means that this remark should apply to the mass of Christians and
Christian ministers then in Rome. Furthermore, Barnes observes: ‘There are few
Christians who deny themselves much to promote the kingdom of the Redeemer;
few who are willing to lay aside what they regard as ‘their own’ in order to
advance His cause. Men live for their own ease; for their families; for the
prosecution of their own business‘. As in the first century, so too in our time it is
only God’s enabling grace that helps us overcome our natural tendency towards
self-seeking. James Johnson

From Cromer: ‘Without blemish … blameless … innocent’ (v.15 ESV ) The
syllabus relates this to witnessing the gospel of Christ, but the context contrasts
these words with ‘grumbling’ and ‘disputing’. Internally, these things would be
disruptive of the unity of the church, and in addition they would be a bad witness
to others. They are matters of character. If external observers see that church is
made up of inveterate grumblers they will be dissuaded from any contact with it
– once a grumbler always a grumbler! The Christian is called to ‘shine as a light
in the world, holding forth to the word of life’. The question must not be what he
says, but what he does, expressed in daily life, as Keble’s hymn (PHSS 492) says:

If on our daily course our mind
Be set to hallow all we find,
New treasures still, of countless price,
God will provide for sacrifice. (v. 2)

The trivial round, the common task,
Will furnish all we need to ask;
Room to deny ourselves, a road
To bring us daily nearer God. (v. 3)
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Poured out like a drink offering The drink offering is frequently mentioned in the
Old Testament, and Paul may well have had it in mind when he wrote these
words. In verse 17 perhaps he feared that his imprisonment might lead to
martyrdom, but we know that since his conversion he had devoted his whole life
to the gospel. What was the significance of the Old Testament drink offering? It
seems to be attached to other offerings as an ancillary offering (e.g. Num. 6:17) It
is strange that since many other offerings are specified in detail there is no
instruction about the drink offering [Comment 2].

Timothy Paul commends the ‘proven worth’ of Timothy, as one who will be
‘genuinely concerned’ for the welfare of the saints in Philippi. It must have been
a rather daunting task for the younger man to go to the church in Philippi without
the presence of the apostle, but Paul had confidence in him, and he must have
been sure that Timothy was fitted for the task. The syllabus commits the error of
arguing from the particular to the general; we do not all have the same calling.

Epaphroditus was the Philippians trusted emissary to carry their gift to Paul, but
more than that, he was a congenial companion and fellow worker. The scripture
gives the impression that he was a senior man in the Philippian church, and they
were very concerned when they heard that he had been ill. Paul confirms that he
had been ill, even close to death, but God had mercy on him, and now Paul was
eager to send him back to Philippi, urging them to ‘receive him in the Lord with
all joy, and honour such men, for he nearly died for the work of Christ’.

Peter Hickling

From Glasgow: Being offered on the sacrifice and service of the believers’ faith
(Phil. 2:17) Again it may be helpful to offer renderings of Paul’s careful choice of
words:

all’ ei kai—‘But even if’. When Paul gives account to his Lord (2 Cor. 5:10), it will
be ‘the day of Christ’ in that all authority to judge has been given to the Son (John
5:27 NIV). This is called ‘the day of Christ Jesus’ (Phil. 1:6), since Paul is reminding
the church of the ‘good work’ begun in them by the Lord and His servants when
they first accepted the gospel, and assuring them that He would watch over their
progress till its completion. The first event for the believer will then be assessment
by the Lord Jesus of things done, good or bad, with emphasis on reward (1 Cor.
3:10-14; 2 Cor. 5:9-10). Paul is concerned that he may give a good account of his
work, and that the church’s service will be of such quality as to bring them rich
reward.

(If in John 5:27 the sense is ‘execute judgement’ (RV, NASU, NKJV, ESV), the
Son is also involved in judging, ‘because he is the Son of Man’. Surely the Father
will deeply care about offences to Jesus and His ministry, or honour given when
souls won by the preaching of the apostles tell others?) [Comment 3].
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spendomai—‘I am poured out like a drink offering’ (present tense). The word is
used also in 2 Timothy 4:6, again about Paul considering his death, and the
Septuagint uses the noun sponde for the drink offering (Ex. 29:40-41; Lev.
23:13,18). Pouring is a continuous action, which could express the shock and
sorrow of Jesus dying, as in Isaiah 53:12: ‘… he poured out his life (soul, ESV)
unto death’. Paul could have dwelt on the pity of his service as evangelist and
pastor being ended, and he may have wished believers to think about the cost of
witnessing, but he is clearly urging them to ‘shine like stars … holding out the
word of life’, and ‘be glad and rejoice’ (Phil. 2:15-18).

epi te thusia kai leitourgia tes pisteos humon—‘upon the sacrifice and offering of
your faith’.

thusia is commonly used for a sacrifice in the temple. Mary came to present her
firstborn to the Lord, ‘and to offer a sacrifice’ (Luke 2:22-24). Jesus said, “Go and
learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice’ …” (Mat. 9:13; Hos. 6:6).

leitourgia was used for public service to the nation, thus Zacharias served before
God as a priest (Luke 1:8). Paul urges the brothers to offer their bodies ‘as living
sacrifices … your spiritual (NIV footnote, reasonable) act of worship’ (Rom. 12:1).

We understand that the apostle, as guided by the Spirit, saw the saints’ witness
on the lofty plane of spiritual sacrifices and acts of worship. Was their ‘faith’ belief
in the Lord and His word; or their service according to ‘the faith’, i.e. the teaching
of churches of God? We suggest the former must involve the latter [Yes, we are in
full agreement – Eds]. Martin Archibald

From Melbourne: In this tender and heart touching portion of Scripture, Paul
expresses his deep desire to know how the saints in Philippi were progressing
spiritually. His affection for them was such that he could say he was being ‘poured
out as a drink offering upon the sacrifice and service of your faith’. He uses similar
language in 2 Timothy 4:6, where he speaks of his departure drawing near, but
here in Philippians he is describing a life already spent — poured out in devoted
service for these beloved saints.

The Greek word ‘spendo’ carries the idea of pouring out one’s life, expending
energy and strength in the cause of the gospel. The Hebrew ‘yatsaq’ refers to
pouring molten metal into a cast, shaping it with intention. Paul’s life was such a
drink offering — a complete outpouring so that the saints might see in him the
character of Christ. Thus, he could say, ‘Be imitators of me, even as I also am of
Christ’. His life became, in a sense, ‘Christ moulded’, into which mould their own
lives were cast, as they were being ‘conformed to the image of His Son’ (Rom.
8:29).
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Paul desired that the saints be blameless and harmless (v.15). How were they
to reach such spiritual character? They had evidently matured since their
conversion and continued to grow under Paul’s teaching and example. True
growth comes from devotion to the Lord Jesus — ‘putting on the Lord Jesus Christ
and making no provision for the flesh’ (Rom. 13:14). It comes from feeding on the
Word of God, allowing the Holy Spirit to reshape our affections, and enjoying
fellowship with God in prayer. Evangelism and witness flow naturally from such
devotion. Worship precedes service, and worship is found not only in the holy
place but also in the Word and on our knees. The preaching of the gospel remains
essential, for it is the Lord’s direct command (Mat. 28:19). The Lord saves the
sinner, but the disciple teaches them to observe all things — a life of service for
Him.

Paul then speaks of Epaphroditus, not to be confused with Epaphras of
Colossians and Ephesians. His name means ‘lovely’, and his character lived up to
it. He is described as a brother, fellow worker, fellow soldier, messenger, and
minister to Paul’s needs. His devotion was so earnest that he came near to death
in his service. Some have said that the closer one walks with the Lord and the
further from the world, the more intense the trials may become. Epaphroditus
experienced such trial, yet even in his sickness his concern was not for himself
but for the saints who had heard of his condition and were distressed. He longed
to spare them anxiety. Such selfless concern reflects the very character of Christ
— thinking of others before oneself. Ron Busby

From Mount Forest: Paul had added Timothy’s name to this letter (as also in 2
Cor.1:1; 1 Thes.1:1; 2 Thes.1:1; Phil 1:1), although first-person (‘I’, ‘me’, etc)
statements indicate Paul was the primary writer. Paul places Timothy alongside
him in his ‘defence and confirmation of the gospel’ and the shared desires to see
the Philippians also unitedly serving like that (Phil. 1:7,27; 2:20,22). It is worth
noting, of course, that the gospel message extends well beyond initial salvation.
Evangelistic testimony obviously relies on personal integrity and a priority to see
the Lord’s will accomplished; the Philippians were in danger of falling short (a
focus in chapters 3 & 4). Disunity internally, needing overseers’ attention, could
also harm external testimony by the church’s evangelists. Timothy was no
stranger; he had visited Philippi at its beginning as a church of God (Acts 16:1-
2,12-40) and perhaps several times thereafter when again in Macedonia (e.g., Acts
18:5; 19:22; Acts 20:2-6). Witnessing (and later experiencing) suffering that
accompanied evangelistic work had not deterred him. Paul exceptionally and
intentionally includes Timothy in the introductory self-description (frequent
elsewhere): ‘slave of Christ Jesus’ (Phil.1:1 see NET Bible footnote; cf. Rom.6:16-
23). [The latter part of the Net Bible footnote helpfully notes: ‘For a Jew this
concept did not connote drudgery, but honour and privilege. It was used of
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national Israel at times (Isa 43:10), but was especially associated with famous OT
personalities, including such great men as Moses (Josh 14:7), David (Ps 89:3; cf.
2 Sam 7:5, 8) and Elijah (2 Kgs 10:10); all these men were “servants (or slaves) of
the Lord.”’ ( J.J.] This is not demeaning,
but rather a focus on the true Gospel, which offers freedom to all of us to serve
unforced as slaves/bondservants, surrendering our will to Christ our Saviour. More
importantly it reflects Christ’s own humble character (Phil. 2:7).

While Paul waited for his expected release from prison (Phil. 2:24), he felt the
urgency to address the disunity in Philippi and the exposure to false teaching that
compromised the gospel (e.g., Phil. 1:15-18;2:1-4,14:3:18-19). Timothy’s visit
would be intended to make up for Paul’s current inability to be there himself to
exercise his apostolic gift. Timothy would need to be respected if his ministry was
to be effective in personally reinforcing the correctional teaching in this letter. So,
Paul’s commendation emphasized Timothy’s qualification, through known
evangelistic experience, and his evident care for the Philippian saints.

Should we all have a real burden in evangelising? Yes, but perhaps not equal
in outworking. We all have an obligation to witness. But we do not all have the
same gift. The Lord places a greater evangelistic burden (Gk. phortion) on those
gifted individually to bear it; so the burden is still light (Mat. 11:30; Gal.6:5 RV).
While evangelists/evangelism are not specifically mentioned in 1 Corinthians
12:28-31 or Romans 12:6-8, it is evidently included in 1 Peter 4:10-11 and
expressly in Ephesians 4:11. From 2 Timothy 4:5 we may conclude Timothy was
one of the gifted men, who as evangelists were themselves gifts to the church the
body of Christ (Eph. 4:11; 1 Thes.3:2). He was prepared and enabled by God and
endorsed by his elders (Acts 16:2) for this deacon work (‘ministry’ is Gk. diakonia,
a wide-ranging term evidently including evangelism (e.g., 1 Cor.3:5; 2 Cor.3:6-9;
Eph.3:6-7 RV). There is no surprise, therefore, that the high qualifications for one
to engage in deacon work - given through Paul in 1 Timothy 3:8-13 - are reflected
in the positive references to Timothy. Progress in the outshining of the gospel
needed blameless and innocent witnesses (Phil. 2:15) and Timothy met these
requirements. Geoff Hydon

From Surulere: Paul’s high commendation of Timothy An integral part of the
advancement of the kingdom of God resides in the indissoluble bond forged
between godly men and women, sworn to a common fealty to our Lord Jesus
Christ. It reiterates the pivotal truth that service in God’s house is not undertaken
by lone rangers or solo runners, but those who distinctly appreciate and embrace
the value of spiritual companionship [Comment 4].

The towering figure of the apostle Paul who was mightily utilized by the Holy
Spirit in both the expansion of the early work and in the chronicling of New
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Testament truth is undiminished by his constant and unashamed reliance on his
fellow workers in the churches of God: ‘Now when I went to Troas to preach the
gospel of Christ and found that the Lord had opened a door for me, I still had not
peace of mind because I did not find my brother Titus there. So, I said goodbye
to them and went on to Macedonia’ (2 Cor. 2:13 NIV).

In his famed passionate appeal to the Philippian church regarding two of his
disputing fellow workers, he said: ‘I plead with Euodia and I plead with Syntyche
to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you, my true companion, help
these women since they have contended at my side in the cause of the gospel,
along with Clement and the rest of my co-workers whose names are in the book
of life’ (Phil. 4:2-3).

At the top of that dazzling array of Paul’s deeply loved and lauded co-workers
was his son in the Lord and protégé, Timothy: ‘For this reason I have sent to you
Timothy, my son whom I love. He will remind you of my way of life in Christ
Jesus …’ (1 Cor. 4:17).

Unarguably, the exploits of men and women engaged in the unending battle
to shine the light of the gospel of the glory of Jesus Christ on the unsaved is a
unique one. It is a gift which only those duly endued and fitted by the Holy Spirit
can execute: ‘So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists …’
(Eph. 4:11).

We all have a bounden duty, as saints in the churches of God, to have a burden
for evangelism. The great commission of our Lord Jesus Christ in Matthew 28:18-
20 was not meant to be executed solely by those in the ilk of the apostle Paul and
his co-workers.

In our own small way, we are encouraged to ‘preach the word; be prepared
in season and out of season …’ (2 Tim. 4:2). And even though we will never get
to the heights of those who are full-time ministers of the gospel of Jesus Christ and
gospel workers, we will nevertheless be buoyed-up and cheered by the prospect
of hearing our Lord Jesus Christ say: ‘Well done, good and faithful servant’ (Mat.
25:23). Fred Ntido

From Victoria BC: In our study of Philippians, we were looking at what a blemish-
free life looks like according to the Scriptures. It was pointed out that we are told
to do everything without murmurings and disputing, complaining or arguing (Phil.
2:14-15). We are to be like Zechariah and Elizabeth, doing our duty to our God,
bringing praise, glory and honour to His name continually. It is a bad witness on
our part if we are always at odds with each other. We are to build each other up
and be an encouragement like the saint Barnabas was (1Thes. 5:11). Unity in our
church life will give us a good grounding in our holding out the word of life. We
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are saved by the Lord to be added to a community of believers who constitute
God’s house [Comment 5]. Witnessing the gospel doesn’t save you, but preaching
does aid in shaping and moulding us to be more Christlike.

Paul says in verse 17 of Philippians 2 he would gladly be poured out as a drink
offering on the sacrifice and service of the Philippians. Obviously, the saints in
Philippi were doing things well as a church and Paul took solace and
encouragement to see these believers obeying God in service to Him. Our job
today is to try and have a peaceful demeanour and attitude. It wouldn’t do for
saints not to get along. We are to count each other better than ourselves. (Phil.
2:3) It says in Romans 12:10 to be devoted to each other and honour fellow-saints
above ourselves; these are excellent traits to foster toward each other.

Paul uses Timothy as an example for us. He says of him that he has no one
like him who takes a genuine interest in the saints’ welfare. Paul describes him as
a son in like-mindedness in preaching the gospel and follow up. We all agreed
that it is indeed important to want to share our faith with others. One brother says
he gives out tracts, and some take them, and others fold them and hand back. A
couple of brothers in senior residents shared how they speak of their faith to others
and to help other residents practically in giving rides, and picking things up as
need arise. Another pointed out that camp work and supporting our ministering
brethren and gospel workers is another outworking of the gospel together. We all
agreed that having a burden for the gospel is vital. It is life and death. Once we
pass from this scene, whatever decision we made is permanent; there are no do-
overs.

Epaphroditus was another brother Paul appreciated. He acted as the eyes, ears,
and hands of Paul. His name means lovely or charming and he was these to the
saints. Paul describes him as a fellow soldier who was sick unto death but had
recovered. Paul was eager to send him back to Philippi so the saints there could
see for themselves God had recovered him.

May God help us to ‘hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope
firm unto the end’ (Heb.3:6 NKJV). Rodger Lefevre
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COMMENTS

1. (Introducing): Further reflection on the phrase ‘if her father had but spit in her
face’ (Num. 12:14 RV) led me to the alternative reading given by Ellicott for ‘in
her face’, i.e., ‘in her presence’ – an act that is only slightly less abhorrent, as
Elliott goes on to observe:

‘Spitting in the presence of any one, much more spitting in the face of any one,
is regarded in the East as an indication of the utmost degree of abhorrence and
indignation. Comp. Deuteronomy 25:9; Job 30:10; Isaiah 1:6; Matthew 26:67’
(Ellicott’s Commentary on Numbers 12:14-15).

Other commentators explain the phrase in the context of a custom which may
have been current during patriarchal times, as a way of publicly shaming a child
for a serious breach of respect for parental authority. Whether the phrase is taken
literally, or in the alternative sense suggested above, the action signalled extreme
disapproval and the mere possibility of provoking such a response from one’s
father must have been a powerful disincentive to any child who pushed the
boundaries of respect for one’s elders.

In the few contributions in Bible Studies 1958, which allude to this incident,
the following is most perceptive: ‘The one against whom Miriam spoke was the
one who had to intercede for her. In our case, the Lord Jesus, whom we once
rejected, is the One who became our Mediator.’ (Fred Harvey, Glasgow, Bible
Studies, 1958). J.J.

2. (Cromer): The drink offering was as important as the other offerings having the
stipulation of accompanying the burnt and meal offerings every day of Israel’s life
in their wilderness journeying and on specific occasions such as the set feasts of
the Lord (Ex. 29:38-41; Lev. 23:13,18,37). One aspect of its requirement would
be the reminder of the refreshing nature of God’s provision for them with needed
grace in all their trials and experiences, bringing relief and encouragement – see
David’s exercise in refusing to drink water from the well of Bethlehem, taking into
account the daringness of his three mighty men putting their lives on the line for
their leader, but pouring it out as a drink offering to the Lord (see 2 Sam. 23:15-
17). R.B.F.
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For further reading, two helpful articles on the drink offering can be found in
our companion publication Needed Truth (NT), by R. F. Lundwill and Alan Toms
respectively, in NT Volume 70 (1963) p. 88, and Volume 81 (1974) p. 44. J.J.

3. (Glasgow): ‘Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also
confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men,
him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.’ (Mat. 10:32-33 NKJV).

J.J.

4. (Surulere): This is a vital point. Collective testimony is essential if we are to
fulfil ‘the whole counsel of God’ – true unity results when disciples of Christ
willingly align themselves with the divine pattern of teaching given us by the Lord
through His apostles (Acts 2:41-42; Jude 3). We may press the point further by
observing that a local church of God is more than a club for like-minded friends.
It is the place where God is pleased to dwell among a people who have caught
the vision of being built together as living stones into a ‘holy temple in the Lord’.
This what enables us to transcend the inevitable irritations that occur when, as
less than perfect ‘saints’, we have to learn to work together - despite shortcomings
and individual idiosyncrasies (!) - in the service of the Master who bought us with
His blood. J.J.

5. (Victoria): In the English Standard Version of 1 Timothy 2:1, 3-4 the statement
is made that God our Saviour’s desire (Gk. thelo) is for all people to be prayed for
and to be saved, and also to come to the knowledge of the truth. That is in line
with NKJV who use ‘all men’ (Gk. anthropos – the name of the human species
without sex distinction). As far as salvation and spiritual follow-up in baptism and
addition of an individual is concerned, that obviously does not always happen.
For a helpful exegesis of the passage consult Notes on the Epistles by John Miller,
page 385. R.B.F.



113

Question . . .
From Buckhaven: Paul’s words in Philippians 2:23-24, ‘so soon as I shall see how
it will go with me: but I trust in the Lord that I myself also shall come shortly’. In
what sense did Paul ‘trust in the Lord’?

. . . Answer
Writing to the early Christians of the Jewish diaspora, James warned against those
who made plans without taking account of Proverbs 16:9: ‘A man’s heart plans
his way, But the LORD directs his steps’ (NKJV). James’s wise counsel was:
‘Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that.”’
(Jas. 4:15). I think Paul was of the same mind as James; in effect he was saying ‘if
it’s the Lord’s will, I’ll pay you a visit.’ J.J.

It is the same sense as when he speaks in 1:25 of his ‘confidence’ that he would
‘abide with you all’. How we read that statement, whether we see its being based
upon a conviction of need and reading of circumstance while abiding close to the
Lord, or of its being a clear direct statement from the Lord such as in Acts 27:25,
will determine I suggest what we see the ‘trust in the Lord’ of 2:24 as being based
upon. Either way, Paul needs to reassure them of that ‘confidence’, that ‘trust’.
He has been speaking about Timothy being sent to them by him – maybe sooner,
maybe later; it depends for how long he has to keep Timothy near for his own
needs - and he is about to talk of sending Epaphroditus to them as well. He wants
to reassure them that they are not to read into all this a message that he himself
would not be coming, since such a message would be in direct contradiction of
his own recent statements. He is of course just as confident in the Lord now, just
as much ‘trusting in the Lord’ now, as he was when he was sharing his thoughts
in chapter 1. P.D.

-----------------------o0o------------------------

Correction: The title of our ‘Feature’ article in the August issue was inadvertently
named ‘The House of God in 1 & 2 Timothy’. It ought to have been ‘The House
of God in 1 Timothy’. Editors apologise for this mistake.

-----------------------o0o------------------------
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Feature
THE HOUSE OF GOD IN 2 TIMOTHY
Introduction

Paul now writes again to his dearly beloved friend in the Lord about two years
after his first letter and early on makes mention of his petitions for him, at least
twice daily, and gratefulness for such a closeness of companionship they shared.
He recalls precious times in prayer and occasions of fellowship when tears would
be shed; no doubt when on their knees in supplication (2 Tim. 1:3-4).

Godly Traits and Features

There was something very special and appealing about Timothy which the apostle
observed through his close contact with him – an outstandingly vigorous faith,
which had a generational factor, evident in his mother and grandmother, and
extensively deep feelings and real care for others. As in his first communication,
the apostle reminds him of the constant need to ‘guard the good deposit’ of divine
truth by the enabling of the Holy Spirit (2 Tim. 1:5; cp. Phil. 2:20; 2 Tim. 1:14; 1
Tim. 1:6:20).

A Workman of Worth in God’s House

One of the great concerns of Paul was that there should be the faithful
transmission of the teaching of God’s kingdom. His prayer was that it would be
diligently handed down from one generation to another, thus ensuring the
preservation of sound doctrine combined with uplifting messages from God’s
word to produce a healthy spiritual appetite in living for the Lord. Making the
truth known to others by handling the word of God reverently and prayerfully and
avoiding words and statements that could cause arguments, would prove
beneficial to his hearers, promoting and maintaining unity among saints, and
helping to deter desertion from the pathway of discipleship (2 Tim. 2:2, 14-16).

The apostle amply warns of the increasing deterioration of standards of human
behaviour in the remaining days of the era of God’s grace, from Pentecost to the
Rapture, that appear to be fast drawing to an end. Narcissism, avarice, immorality,
lawlessness, and so much more will be prevalent. Those who stand for the truth
will be assailed and opposed on a large scale by those who have no time for, or
interest in, the things of God (2 Tim. 3:3-4, 12).

As for Paul, knowing the time left to him on earth age-wise, and also taking
into account all he willingly suffered for the Saviour he loved, was drawing to
close, persisted by the Spirit’s power in abiding by his post, experiencing
hardship, and desiring to be unceasingly active in his evangelical endeavours right
up to the end of his life. As a result, he was able to confidently affirm he had
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fought the good fight of ‘the faith’, was just about to cross the finishing line of ‘the
course’, and fully assured he had firmly held on to ‘the faith’, all incorporating his
place and work for the Lord in the house of God (2 Tim. 3:11; 4:5-7).

R.B. Fullarton, Bathgate.
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