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Introducing October

A PROPHET UNTO THE NATIONS

In chapters 46-49 of his prophecy we
have recorded the ‘word of the LORD

which came to Jeremiah the prophet,
concerning the nations’.

This takes us back to the start of the
book of Jeremiah, where the first
subject that the prophet deals with is his
commissioning as a ‘prophet unto the
nations’ (Jer. 1:5). The scriptural record
dates that commissioning as being in the
thirteenth year of Josiah. It was to
involve going to ‘whomsover I shall
send thee’ and speaking ‘whatsoever I
shall command thee’ (v.7 RV) using the
words God put in his mouth (v.9).

Then twenty-three years after, as
recorded in chapter 25, Jeremiah
records that ‘the LORD, the God of
Israel, said unto me. Take the cup of
the wine of this fury at my hand, and
cause all the nations, to whom I send
thee, to drink it’ (vv.3,15). And
Jeremiah records that he ‘took the cup
at the LORD’s hand, and made all the
nations to drink, unto whom the Lord
had sent me’ (v.17).

He then names the nations and they are
from verse 19 onwards in large measure

and in the same order the nations to
whom detailed and specific prophecies
of judgment are given in chapters 46-
49.

When we consider that Jeremiah’s
commissioning was prefaced by the
Lord saying to him, ‘Before I formed
you in the womb I knew you, and
before you were born I consecrated 
you’ (Jer. 1:5 ESV), and that specific
divine words were used in the
prophecies, we see that there was
nothing random in the message or in
the messenger. There was a coherence
and a unity too, for all the kingdoms
named must be subject to Babylon,
and absolute consistency with what
Isaiah had prophesied two hundred
years before. There was diversity also,
for the words of chapters 46-49 leave
no doubt that the Lord knew and
differentiated different towns and
villages in the kingdoms.

In all this God shows that He is in
control and that nothing happens
without His involvement or knowledge.

P.D.
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From Study Groups

‘DO YOU SEEK GREAT THINGS FOR YOURSELF? 
DO NOT SEEK THEM’  (Jer. 45-48)

From Aberdeen:  Seeking great things  Like Jeremiah, Baruch found himself in the
midst of a difficult time in Jewish history. The Lord was aware of the pain that Baruch
was enduring, but there would be no reversing of the judgements that were falling
upon Judah. Any ‘great things’ that Baruch might hope for were not to be. There is,
however, a contrast between the calamity appointed for ‘all flesh’ and the promise
that Baruch’s life would be preserved ‘in all places’ where he would go (Jer. 45:5).
Although the will of God for Baruch had permitted experiences of ‘sorrow and
sighing’ (45:3) yet there was also the promised consolation that his life would be given
to him for a prey. The word ‘prey’ means ‘spoil or ‘booty’ (see Strong’s
Concordance). If Baruch had dreams of ‘great things’ for himself he must let go of
such aspirations. Instead, the great thing from the hand of the Lord for Baruch was
the granting of his life, as booty, even though calamity was coming upon Judah and
the nations round about.

In the matter of suffering which God may permit His children to endure, Peter
writes: ‘Wherefore let them also that suffer according to the will of God commit their
souls in well-doing unto a faithful Creator’ (1 Pet. 4:19).

We can rely on a faithful Creator to provide us with His consolation even in trying
circumstances.

James Johnson

From Aberkenfig:  Chapter 45, as it appears here, is slightly out of chronological
order. It is a follow-on from chapter 36 where Jehoiakim (605/4 BC) took a penknife,
cut the scroll which Baruch had written from the mouth of Jeremiah, and destroyed
it in the brazier. Baruch’s life would be spared, but he received a warning from the
Lord through Jeremiah to keep himself humble and not to seek great things. He was
reminded that God was ‘sorrowing’ Himself that He would destroy that which He had
sought to preserve—this despite Israel’s wilful disobedience. So the Christian is
encouraged, even commanded, to trust God alone to keep him and meet his needs
(Mat. 10:28-33).
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So the word of the Lord comes again to Jeremiah concerning the nations round
about. God is showing that He has supreme control over individuals and nations
alike—a characteristic of Hebrew prophets—and Jeremiah proclaims divine
judgement upon pagan peoples (see Is. 13-23; Ezek. 25-32). It must have a future
application to us today. Jeremiah begins with the people of God (in the previous
chapters), and in Hebrews 2:3 we read ‘How shall we escape if ...’; and in 12:25, ‘for
if they escaped not .... much more shall not we escape ... from heaven’; and 1 Peter
4:17 (RV): ‘the time is come for judgement to begin at the house of God’. Very
solemn words!

He commences with Egypt, because they historically (over 400 years) had been
Israel’s oppressors and latterly their deceivers. But it would be the Babylonians under
Nebuchadnezzar’s command who would be Egypt’s opposition, and not the Israelites.
Pharaoh-Necho paid dearly for that battle against the king of Assyria some four years
before, in which he slew Josiah (2 Kin. 23:29). His defeat is outlined in 2 Kings 24;
this was despite all the extensive preparations made by Egypt—their horses, their
chariots and their armour and equipment. His speech was, ‘I will … I willL … I
will’—just like the Pharaoh of old, ‘I will pursue; I will overtake’. But God said, ‘for
that day is the day of the LORD ... the day of vengeance ... stumble ... and fall towards
the north.’ There was no escape for them; instead of making homeward, the army
was in disarray: they fell forward towards the north. Truly ‘God resisteth the proud,
but giveth grace to the humble’ (James 4:6; 1 Pet. 5:5 (from Prov. 3:34)) and ‘Pride
goeth before destruction’ (Prov. 16:18).

Despite the apparent medical knowledge and skills developed in Egypt (ancient
papyri reveal from this period) 46:11 is almost a sarcastic comment showing the
inability to heal the wounds of defeat; the final humiliation being that other ‘’powers‘
would have heard this news. There follows encouragement for Israel, when the
captivity would be ended, but meanwhile correction through punishment was
decreed.

The word of the Lord comes again to Jeremiah, first, regarding the Philistines, the
sworn enemies of Israel, whose land would be desolated. The image is that of a flood
which will engulf the Philistine plain, similar to what we are told in 46:7-8—their
cavalry (horses and chariots) suffering the same fate, but in addition children would
be abandoned by their fathers. Jeremiah pleads for the divinely wielded sword to
cease; he is aware that it is a necessary judgement by God upon a pagan nation.
Secondly, in chapter 48 we are given details of how Moab would ‘be destroyed from
being a people’ (v.42a). The Moabites were descended from a background of incest
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(Gen. 19:37) and although friendly towards the Israelites, the Moabite women had
beguiled God’s people into idolatry at Shittim (Num. 25:1-3) and from then on there
was war between them. We are told (vv.29,42b) the reason for this judgement was
pride and arrogance—‘He magnified himself against the LORD’. In all of this we can
see the compassion of God, and the prophet can contemplate when God will be
gracious unto Moab, as for the prophecies of disaster concerning Israel and Judah,
with promises of restoration. The Massoretic Hebrew phrase ‘latter days’ of v.47 might
well point to a Messianic expectation. We can see God’s overruling in this as He
continues to provide for His people.

Bill Paterson 

From Belfast:  Israel are special to the Lord  Pagan kingdoms and empires may pass
into history but God will never make a complete end of Israel, His covenant people.
‘In the midst of wrath God remembers mercy. Though Judah shall be destroyed,
Jerusalem taken, the Temple burnt to the ground, and the people carried into
captivity, yet the nation shall not be destroyed. A seed shall be preserved, out of
which the nation shall revive’ (Clarke). Jeremiah says, ‘I made the whole house of
Israel and the whole house of Judah cling to me ... that they might be for me a
people, a name, a praise, and a glory’ (Jer. 13:11 ESV).

A people  God’s purpose in choosing Israel was for them to be a model people to
other nations and that through them ‘all the families of the earth’ would be blessed
(Gen. 12:3). He wanted Israel to be ‘a kingdom of priests and a holy nation’ (Ex.
19:6). Other nations would see that when the Israelites obeyed God, they were
blessed (v.5), and when they disobeyed God, they would be punished (Deut. 28).

A name  The great passion of the heart of God is to spread His reputation. Again and
again in Scripture we read that He acts for the sake of His name. His great goal is to
magnify His fame and renown and the honour of His name in all that He does. As
chosen ones we belong to Him, our ever-present Saviour, and therefore bear His
name (Jer. 14:9). In Jonah 1:16 the sailors acknowledged that the God of Israel was
in control of the present events and that He was the one to be recognised and
worshipped.

A praise  ‘The people whom formed for myself that they might declare my praise’ (Is.
43:21). In other words, to extend the pleasure that God has in His own name, He
calls out a people to enjoy and praise that name. When we are praising God, we are
fulfilling the purpose we were created for, and will therefore be the happiest and
most fulfilled.
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A glory  And so we read in Isaiah that God created Israel ‘for his glory’ (Is. 43:7).
From Deuteronomy 10:14-15 and 7:6-8 the way God decided to make a name for
His glorious grace in the Old Testament was to choose a people for Himself from all
the peoples of the earth and to make that people the showcase of His redeeming
work. When we stop and think about it creation is the most loving thing that God
could ever do, because the greatest benefit that human beings could receive is to
know and share in the glory of God.

When God aims to make His glorious name known, admired, praised and enjoyed
in every people and tongue and tribe and nation, He is acting in overflowing grace
and love because this, and this alone, will satisfy the longings of the human heart.

Sean Johnston

From Buckhaven:  Israel—special to the Lord  ‘Fear not, O Jacob my servant ... I will
make a full end of all the nations to which I have driven you, but of you I will not
make a full end’ (Jer. 46:27-28 ESV). Significantly, God addresses His errant people
Israel as ‘Jacob my servant’, reminding them of their spiritual roots. By faith Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob had become ‘sojourners’ in the promised land (Heb. 11:9 RV). Jacob
prized the birthright blessing which Esau despised. Primarily a spiritual blessing, it was
inextricably linked with the promise God gave to Abram when He called him out of
Ur: ‘in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed’ (Gen. 12:3). As he stepped
out in faith, God progressively revealed the extent of that blessing, which was not to
come through human effort. Fourteen years after Ishmael’s birth God told Abraham:
‘through Isaac shall your offspring be named’ (Gen. 21:12).

The birthright blessing which God passed down the line through Jacob, was
ultimately fulfilled in the sending of the Son of God from heaven; and as Paul rightly
observed: ‘not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel’ (Rom. 9:6). Rather,
only ‘those who are of faith are blessed along with Abraham’ (Gal. 3:9). Through
Christ, this ‘new-birth’ blessing is available to Jew and Gentile: ‘to all ... who believed
in his name, he gave the right to become children of God’ (John 1:12). This eternal
blessing only comes to those who like the patriarchs of old, are ‘of faith’.

The other strand of the spiritual birthright of all believers is God’s revelation of
Himself to Jacob as the God of the house of God (at Bethel), a place on earth where
God and man could enjoy a unique communion and fellowship. This line of divine
truth can be traced through the history of Israel: called out of Egypt to be a people
for God, to build a divinely ordained centre of worship, firstly in the Tabernacle, then
in the Jerusalem Temple. These things were ‘an illustration for the present time’ (Heb.
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9:9 NIV). The highest fulfilment of God’s birthright blessing for New Covenant
believers today, is to be found in Churches of God, which together form ‘a dwelling
place for God by the Spirit’ (Eph. 2:22).

In the Millennium, God will again bring Israel centre stage when Ezekiel’s temple
will become the place of God’s rest. On the new earth there will be no need of a
temple in the New Jerusalem (upon whose gates and foundations respectively, are
inscribed the names of the twelve tribes of Israel and the twelve apostles of the Lamb)
‘for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb’ (Rev. 21:22).

Despite Israel’s failings, they are the beneficiaries of ‘the gifts and the calling of God’
(Rom. 11:29). This is why they will outlast the proud nations of this world.
‘Jacob’—a.k.a. ‘Israel’—will yet play a central role in the unfolding purposes of divine
grace.

Jo Johnson

From Cromer:  God is faithful  Back in the times of the patriarchs God had promised
to Abram, ‘’Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the
land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you
and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless
you, and him who dishonours you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth
shall be blessed’ (Gen. 12:1-3 ESV). This promise was repeated in Genesis 15, and
God was faithful to it through all the vicissitudes of Israel’s history. Much later on God
promised that there would ‘never lack a man to sit on the throne of the house of
Israel’ (Jer. 33:17). One can only account for this by noting the reliability of the
promises of God.

God’s anathema   Jeremiah 48:10 seems to be a sentence taken out of context. It is
true that the other instances given were occasions in which those who were
responsible were dilatory in taking action. Jeremiah 48 is about judgement on Moab.
Is it suggested that Israel should have been the instrument of this judgement
[Comment 1]?

The pride of Moab   A characteristic of Moab was pride (Jer. 48:29-30), which was
condemned by the Lord, even though He mourned for the state to which it had
brought them (48:36). However, we could not see how this could have any
connection with anti-Semitism today—after all, the Moabites themselves were a
Semitic people, according to the dictionary definition of the word.

Peter Hickling
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From Greenock: There has not been a time in the history of man when people have
not sought to elevate themselves and denigrate others. From the time when Cain was
angry at his perceived injustice from God, through to the latest stabbing or shooting
in our cities, man has sought to justify his selfishness by regarding his fellow man as
inferior.

Ethnic cleansing has continued long after WW2. Genocide appears in the news
bulletins almost daily. We have a difficult task—we need to remember our
insignificance when compared with God’s greatness and consider the commonality
of mankind in the sight of God.

‘All we like sheep…’ helps us to understand how a supposedly civilised nation can
sink to the depths of depravity (Is. 53:6 AV). God’s ancient people were no different.
We can feel the potential hostility in the phrase ‘uncircumcised Philistine’ just as in
the word Goyem used to describe those outside the nation of Israel today (1 Sam.
17:26). The ‘religious’ tensions between Islam, Christianity, Hindu and Sikh are no
different from other ethnic tensions.

The conversation between the Syro-Phoenician woman and the Lord Jesus puzzles
some. Matthew sheds further light by describing her attitude as one of worship and
a plea for help. This was not the outspoken defiance of a Goliath against God but the
humility of a person who recognised the unlimited love of God and her own great
need (Mat. 15:26). 

We must make every effort to show the love of God to all the nations of this world
(John 3:16). ‘The wages of sin is death’, but our task is to tell of God’s great gift of life
in His Son to all men everywhere (Rom. 6:23). John saw and heard the result of
God’s redemptive work when the song of praise rang out, ‘Worthy are you to take the
scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain and by your blood have ransomed
people to God from every tribe and language and people and nation’ (Rev. 5:9 ESV).

We are bondservants and this task is truly 24/7 for our lives. With the increased
mobility of mankind we can meet all nationalities in our native land. Are we ready to
answer when asked ‘Why are we different?’ (1 Pet. 3:15)? There is no difference
between us in God’s sight, neither when we are still in our sins nor when we have
believed (Rom. 10:9 onwards).

Steve Henderson
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From Halifax:  Seek not great things  Baruch’s grandfather Maaseiah (Jer. 32:12) was
possibly the governor of Jerusalem in the reign of Josiah (cp. 2 Chr. 34:8), and
Seraiah, staff officer to Zedekiah (Jer. 51:59), was ‘probably’ his brother (Expositor’s
Bible Commentary, Vol. 6,1986, p.687). Baruch’s name means ‘blessed’ (Young’s
Concordance); but during Jehoiakim’s fourth year (45:1; see 36:1-8) he was in
distress and said, ‘Woe is me now! for the LORD hath added grief to my sorrow; I
fainted in my sighing, and I find no rest’ (45:3 KJV). Yet, despite the Lord’s intention
to break down what He had built, and uproot what He had planted, He promised
Baruch that his life would be given him as ‘a prey’ (v.5) in all the places where he
would go.

A literal translation here loses the force of the idiom which has the idea, ‘wherever
you go I will let you escape with your life’ (see NIV). These proverbial words (cp.
21:9; 38:2) given to Baruch, also form part of the Lord’s promise to faithful Ebed-
melech, who was told that, at the fall of Jerusalem, he would not fall into the hands
of the men he feared (39:16-18). His escape foretold, Baruch was warned not to seek
great things for himself. With the grievous suffering within the kingdom of Judah,
there was no place for raising high expectation; instead, Baruch was to find
contentment in that his life would be spared. The arrows of death would soon rain
down around him; but he would escape with his life wherever he would go. This was
a blessing indeed!

Robert J. Butler

From Ibadan (Alawaye):  God spared the Israelites despite their sins because He
wanted to make them an example to the world and because He had chosen them
(Deut. 7:6-8)—’The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases’ (Lam. 3:22). The
Israelites were the ones given the Law. If we sin God will punish us, but we cannot
perish because our salvation is secured eternally (1 Cor. 3:10-15). God has loved us
with the same measure of love as that of the Israelites. Naboth said, ‘God forbid that
I should sell my father’s inheritance’ (1 Kin. 21:3). 

In Jeremiah 46:28 (AV), however, God said He would correct them ‘in measure’.
So God doesn’t forgive all sin. We should flee from sin and strive for the faith (Jude
3). Israelites are precious in God’s sight and so are we because of how precious we
are to God. There is nothing so pleasing as being submissive to God’s will. But He
doesn’t want any nation to rebuke the Israelites because they are the apple of His
eye—and so are we!
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Though the nations were against the people of God, He pitied them. This shows
vengeance belongs to God and Him alone. He punished the Moabites for their pride,
and after this He still mourned for them. It shows God is compassionate (Jer. 48:47).
He always punishes sin—a sinner ‘will not go unpunished’ (Prov. 11:21). The
Moabites were punished because they dealt with the Israelites wickedly.

Samson Ogunleye

From Mount Forest:  The closing chapters of Jeremiah increasingly focus on God’s
displeasure with the nations surrounding Israel. In chapter 46 and the next, Egypt and
Philistia are addressed, and subsequently Edom will receive its condemnation. In
regard to Edom, the Edomites could, like Jacob, also trace their lineage back to Isaac
as children of Esau; but here at the end of chapter 46 the Lord focuses on the
descendants of Isaac’s other son, Jacob, blessed through divine election (Rom. 9:10-
13). He refers to them as ‘Jacob’, personifying the people in the birth-name of their
ancestor. Why so, rather than uniformly using ‘Israel’? Would Jeremiah’s hearers have
just seen ‘Jacob’ as a synonym for Israel? If a distinction in the use of the different
names is not intended, why would God bother to rename Jacob [Comment 2]?

For the reason of divine election, the twelve tribes take their name from Jacob, not
Isaac or even Abraham, even though the latter has great appeal (John 8:39-40),
because it expands to include a blessing for all nations. Jeremiah 46:28 is notable in
setting out God’s longer-term purposes for His covenant people, as election is
outworked. Usually when that Abrahamic covenant is in view, the reference is to
‘Abraham, Isaac and Jacob’ (not changing the name to Israel, except in Ex. 32:13; 1
Kin. 18:36—which is explained in 18:31; 1 Chr. 29:18; 2 Chr. 30:6). ‘Grasping the
heel’ was descriptive of Jacob as the natural man, and ‘struggling with God’ is more
of a spiritual comment (see Rom. 9:6). 

But what matters most is divine choice: God changed Jacob’s name to Israel (Gen.
32:28 and Gen. 35:10), explaining it was ‘because you (i.e. Jacob) have struggled
with God and with men, and you have prevailed.’ It is important to engage in the
right struggles! The context here in Jeremiah is also about conflicting struggles
[Comment 3]. Jeremiah does use the term ‘Israel’ for the twelve tribes, but he uses
‘the house of Jacob’ only twice (Jer. 2:4; 5:20), a description of God’s people most
frequently found in Isaiah. Perhaps it is to remind the ‘house’ that they are linked in
divine purpose with their forebear, and the spiritual purpose must prevail over the
natural. Frequently (Jer. 10:16,25; 30:7,10,18; 31:7,11; 33:26; 51:19, and here in
Jer. 46:27-28), he drops ‘house of’ and the Spirit of God refers simply to them just
as ‘Jacob’, again perhaps suggesting truths applicable to Jacob do remain true of his
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descendants. Often in Jeremiah’s uses of the name Jacob there is an emphasis on the
Lord’s merciful purposes, which cannot be thwarted.

The collective term ‘Israel’ is used by Jeremiah to contrast (most notably in Jer. 3)
the kingdom of the northern tribes with the kingdom of Judah, which initially
included cities allotted to Simeon (Josh. 19:1-9), though considering Genesis 49:5
and noting that Deuteronomy 33 omitted the Simeonites, they may have been
scattered to the north (cp. inferences in 1 Chr. 4:24-43 and 2 Chr. 34:6) and thus
included there in Ahijah’s 10 parts (1 Kin. 11:31). Philistia lay to their north west.
They had not eradicated Philistine opposition, but God would, as declared in
Jeremiah 47, include the judgment of the Philistines in His over-arching sovereign
purpose, using the Babylonians for this purpose, as would be the case with Egypt (Jer.
46:13). 

Geoff Hydon

From Podagatlapalli:   Israel—special to the Lord   The entire short chapter 45 is
devoted to Baruch. He was the scribe who recorded Jeremiah’s scroll. The Lord had
a personal word for Baruch which both showed him where he was going wrong and
consoles him. This man had been along with Jeremiah, whom he had never left, the
object of slander and public accusation (43:3). What mattered, however, was what
God thought about him (cp. 2 Tim. 2:15). But the Lord urged him, ‘Do you seek
great things for yourself? Do not seek them; for behold I will bring adversity on all
flesh’ (v.5 NKJV). In our case too, the Lord does not expect great things, apart from
one thing which is very great in His eyes: faithfulness (Rev. 3:8).

In chapters 46-48 we are given several insights about God and His plans for this
world—prophecies against foreign nations. God punished His people Israel in order
to bring them back to Himself, and He punishes us to correct and purify us. No one
welcomes punishment, but we should welcome its results: correction and purity. God
included a message of peace to His people in captivity; they would return to their
land and be established again. They had to be corrected in love, but they would not
be destroyed: ‘For behold I will save you from afar, your offspring from the land of
their captivity’ (Jer. 46:27-28).

The church must discipline flagrant sin among its members—such actions left
unchecked can polarize and paralyze a church. The correction, however, is never to
be vengeful; instead, it is intended to bring about a cure. The church of God in
Corinth had a specific sin in their midst, but they had refused to deal with it from
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within. In that case a man was having an affair with his step-mother, and the church
members were trying to ignore the situation. This kind of sin cannot be tolerated in
the church because it affects others. We have a responsibility to other believers, too.
Blatant sins left uncorrected confuse and divide the congregation. 

While believers should encourage, pray for, and build up one another, they must
also be intolerant of sin when it jeopardizes the spiritual health of the church. 

B.V. Prasada Rao

From Ravulapalem: The Lord mourns for Moab though they treated His people
despicably. Here the destruction of Moab is given in a poetic way. Moab is to the east
of Judah and the Dead Sea. Its people are the offspring of Lot (Gen. 19:36-37). The
places Nebo, Kiriathaim and Heshbon once upon a time belonged to Israel (Num.
32:3,37-38) and Moab occupied them. There are five reasons for the demise of
Moab:

1) Chemosh is the local god of the Moabites (1 Kin. 11:7; 2 Kin. 23:13). If any nation
keeps faith in their own riches (Jer. 48:7) their end is sadness (Ps. 52:7).
2) Moab increases itself against God (Jer. 48:26,42).
3) It rejected God and derided the people of God (Jer. 48:27; Zeph. 2:8-10).
4) Another reason for the disaster of Moab is their pride (Jer. 48:29; Prov. 11:2;
16:18).
5) Idol worship and sacrifices in high places are common causes of their destruction
(Jer. 48:35). There are other gods for them in addition to Chemosh. God only broke
it like a pot and was mourning for it as the Potter who made the clay pot and feels
when it breaks. Moab ceased as a nation, but there is a remnant. 

In Jeremiah 48:31-39 God expresses grief in His heart as mourners play flutes in the
burial place. Moabites many times acted as enemies. Still God shows mercy to them.
When God has to punish people for their sins, thinking of the disaster causes
mourning within His loving heart, as He Himself is love. Likewise we, too, in His
image have to show our love and compassion without discrimination. May our Lord
give such a good heart to all of us in His church.

S.J.M. Edward

From Surulere:  Despite their wilfulness  The almighty God’s devotion to the
descendants of Abraham, ‘His friend’, defies both human comprehension and logic:
‘But you, Israel, are My servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, the descendants of
Abraham My friend. You whom I have taken from the ends of the earth, and called
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from its farthest regions, and said to you, you are My servant, I have chosen you and
have not cast you away’ (Is. 41:8-9 NKJV). A supremely holy and righteous God, who
is ‘of purer eyes than to behold evil’ (Hab. 1:13) can so divinely love a people
reputed, generally, as being ‘stiff-necked’: And the LORD said to Moses, ‘I have seen
this people, and indeed it is a stiff-necked people! Now therefore, let Me alone, that
My wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them. And I will make of
you a great nation’. ‘You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears! You
always resist the Holy Spirit’ (Ex. 32:9-10; Acts 7:51).

Israel’s persistent failures and conditional unworthiness notwithstanding, God’s love
for them remains intentional and unwavering: ‘The LORD has appeared of old to me,
saying: “yes, I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore with lovingkindness
I have drawn you”’ (Jer. 31:3). Even the prophet Balaam, ‘who loved the wages of
unrighteousness’ (2 Pet. 2:15) declared concerning Israel: ‘He has not observed any
iniquity in Jacob, nor has He seen wickedness in Israel. The LORD his God is with him,
and the shout of a king is among them’ (Num. 23:21).

The uninformed scoff at this seeming bias and doubts the authenticity of God’s love
and care for all His creatures; in light of His affection for Israel who had committed
similar atrocities as those nations and peoples destroyed; yea even worse! The roots
of anti-Semitism lie in a rejection of a special position for Israel. Nevertheless, God
is always true to His word and faithful to His promises. Moses the man of God
declared: ‘He is the Rock, His work is perfect; for all His ways are justice. A God of
truth and without injustice; Righteous and upright is He’ (Deut. 32:4).

It is God’s unchanging righteousness that undergirds His special dealings with Israel.
When the world turned its back on God, fuelled by its common ambition to build a
city and tower whose top would reach the heavens, God called Abram to be the
channel through which the voice of the King of kings will be heard (Gen. 11:4; 12:1).
God’s words are pointed: ‘And I will establish my covenant between me and you and
your descendants after you in their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be
God to you and your descendants after you. Also I give to you and your descendants
after you the land in which you are a stranger, all the land of Canaan, as an
everlasting possession; and I will be their God’ (Gen. 17:7-8).

Frederick F. Ntido
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COMMENTS

1. (Cromer):  Possibly the words were a later interpolation, by Jeremiah or another,
expressing the desire that the work of judgment be carried out effectually. 
P.D.

From verse 27 of chapter 48 it would appear Israel would be the instrument of
God’s hand in inflicting judgements upon Moab in view of the treatment meted out
to God’s nation by this inveterate enemy. On the other hand, retribution seems to be
directly administered by the Lord taking into account verses 33, 38 and 44.

2. (Mount Forest):  There is something special about Jacob among the patriarchs. His
keen sense of seeking the best for God, especially after his encounter with Him near
Haran and later at Jabbok, his discernment of all that God’s house meant to Him and
his heart’s desire to give back to God a sizeable proportion of all that God would give
to him, caused the Lord to change his name to Israel. Moreover, he was the
progenitor of the twelve tribes (Gen. 28:10-22; 32:22-32; 35:10, 22b-26).

R.B.F.

3. (Mount Forest):  If that were so, though I can’t see that it is, I don’t see why it
would lead to use of the name Jacob necessarily as it was ‘Israel’ who struggled (and
prevailed). The context seems to be more about divine grace and mercy.

P.D.

Feature

THE CHURCH WHICH IS CHRIST’S BODY (Part 2)

Membership 
Membership of this wonderful
organism, through faith-belief in Christ,
’removes the long-established barrier
between Jew and Gentile, a division
that scripture recognises in view of
God’s past selection of that Hebrew

race upon whom was conferred a
unique national and spiritual status like
no other people. As a nation they were
enriched by God’s covenantal blessings
and promises; the giving of the law,
and also given the opportunity to
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honour His name by obedience to His
will; but most significant of all was the
fact that it was through this nation his
only begotten Son was humanly born
(Eph. 2:12; Rom. 9:4-5).

Every believer, as a member of
Christ’s body, is endued by God with a
proportion of faith and grace that
equates to the requirement of the
exercise of gift/s that has been
bestowed by the risen Lord (Rom.
12:3; Eph. 4:7-8). Please note in verse
8 of the latter book that ‘men’ is the
Greek word anthropos, a generic term,
not drawing distinction between the
sexes. All believers, though many, are
in the one body and are therefore in a
close relationship with each other, as
Romans 12:5 says ‘individually
members one of another’. We have a
duty of care to all fellow-believers with
whom we may have contact; and those
with whom we have no actual physical
involvement, we are called upon to
pray for too—see Ephesians 6:18.

Neither do national and gender
distinctions come into the equation. If
so, this would serve, in the cultural
mores of the time of writing, to possibly
give a meaning to membership being
discriminatory in some aspects,
whereas the truth of the ‘oneness’ of
the body of Christ is its wonder of
universality, that is each believer having
the same ‘status’ as the other, being ‘in
Christ’ (see Gal. 3:26-28).

God has positioned each believer in
the body as it has pleased him. Every
member has a distinct role to fulfil and
cannot be disunited or disconnected
from any other member, as they
belong to the one body. For the body
to function correctly as a whole each
member must play its part and be
considerate of the need for joint
operation and collective responsibility.
They are to have the same care for and
interest in what other members are
doing (1 Cor. 12:15-18, 25).

In this same chapter a salient point
arises in verse 27 of ESV, which says
‘Now you are the body of Christ and
individually members of it’. That is an
incorrect translation. The church of
God in Corinth was not in any sense by
itself ‘the body of Christ’. The definite
article does not appear before ‘body’ in
the original language in which the New
Testament scriptures were written. Its
absence indicates the word without the
article is characteristic, that is, the
church of God in this Greek city, as a
collective witness for God, was to be a
microcosm of the unity and diversity of
the church which is Christ’s body, as
every church of God is meant to be.
Those composing each corporate unit
of testimony, which a church of God in
any given locality is, are still, of course,
members of Christ’s body. That does
not change. They may by certain sinful
actions, such as immorality or heresy,
be excommunicated from the local
church, or even through lack of interest
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simply leave, but they can never lose
their place of membership in the
church the body of Christ. 

Headship
Authority and control of this church

belongs exclusively to the Lord Jesus.
Just as the head, more particularly the
brain, directs operations of our other
human members in a way that should
be for the well-being of the whole, He
exercises careful supervision in all
aspects of the life of His own in this
world. Moreover, the God of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, has an
intense interest in all that is taking place
as it is He who has subjugated
everything to the Son, and exalted Him
as the ‘head over all things to the
church, which is His body’. As such,
every blessing unceasingly flows in a
richness and fullness to every member
(Eph. 1:22-23). The objective in all this
is that every member of this church, of
which He is the head, will be enriched
manifoldly. This, of course, will be
dependent on the unified working of
each individual member (Eph. 4:16). 

Redeemership
The Lord Jesus is also the Saviour of

the body, having given Himself
sacrificially for every member; its
Sanctifier through the cleansing power
of His word; its Sustainer by looking
after it as no other would or could; by
nurture, nourishment, nursing and
cherishing as it is an integral part of
Him (Eph. 5:23, 25-26, 29).

Development
Just as our natural physical bodies

grow gradually, through nourishment
and exercise, developing and maturing
from embryo to childhood to
adulthood, there is to be growth and
advancement in each member of
Christ’s body, i.e. every believer, from
the moment of conversion. This will
come only as members remain
spiritually alert and active, and are
prepared to learn more about their
Head, the Lord Jesus, and have the
desire to love and serve Him. Help in
this will come by reading God’s word
and listening to its exposition from
those who have the gift of teaching and
shepherding, which may be carried out
in a practical and conversational way,
and not simply by the direct channel of
public speaking.

By this process attainment of ‘mature
manhood’/ ‘womanhood’ in spirituality
can be reached. False teaching and
spurious doctrine will be seen to be
what it is, and ably resisted by God’s
help. All of this is of overall benefit to
the body of Christ (see Eph. 4:11-13),
noting the closing words of verses 12
and verse 16: ‘for building up the body
of Christ’ and ‘makes the body grow so
that it builds itself up in love’. Through
the smooth and effective operation of
the spiritual gifts Christ has bestowed to
members of the body, God’s objective
for every believer can be reached, viz.
that of finding a place in service with
others in God’s spiritual house, where
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‘the unity of the faith’ is given
expression, and there is also an
enriched appreciation of the many
titles held and roles fulfilled by the
Lord Jesus, not least that of being ‘Son
over God’s house’ (Eph. 4:11-13; Heb.
3:6). In a similar vein, Colossians 2:19
informs us of the inherent danger of
not giving the Lord Jesus the place in
our lives He deserves —not ‘holding
fast the Head’. Failure to do this incurs
a loss to us and Him, and like illness in
our human bodies, affects other fellow-
members.

Subjection
The requirement of Christian

husbands to love and care for their
wives, and juxtapositionally Christian
wives to be in subjection to their
husbands, is brought into Paul’s writing
when amplifying more aspects of how
the members should treat the Head.
Drawing upon the example of the
union of a man and woman following
marriage, becoming one flesh, and
showing mutual care and respect, the
apostle highlights the submissive role
the wife gladly takes by acknowledging
the husband’s place of headship in the
family. So it is with saints in relation to
the Saviour (Eph. 5:22-25, 28-33). This
is illustrated in Old Testament marriage
examples, for instance: Eve was made
by God by using one of Adam’s bodily
members—a rib—and as a result was
described as ‘bone of his bones and
flesh of his flesh’, a real part of him in
every sense. When brought together in

the closest intimacy, they became fully
‘one flesh’, though distinct and
separate persons (Gen. 2:21-24). The
same applies to the term we have
come across before, viz. ‘the Christ’,
depicting Christ and His own; His very
body, the church (Eph. 5:32), an
essential part of Him on account of His
great sacrifice for every member, and
that means everything to Him.

Other captivating love stories which
we can cull from the scriptural record,
encapsulating the great truth of Christ
and His church, and all that it took to
bring it about, can be seen in the
coming together in matrimony of Isaac
and Rebekah (Gen. 24) and Boaz and
Ruth (Ruth 2-4). 

Its Beauty
Just as we try our best to look after

our bodies and appearance, that we
might present the best image of
ourselves to people we know and don’t
know in this world, so members of the
church which is Christ’s body who are
living on earth, are to reflect the beauty
of the one who is the Head. Bear in
mind that most of the members from
its inception, which took place on the
day of Pentecost, have gone from this
planet, having been ‘called home’ to
be with the Lord (cp. 2 Cor. 5:8). 

Present living members are under the
obligation to manifest Christ in their
daily lives, and by doing this God the
Father is glorified. All this emanates
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from the work of the Son on Calvary’s
cross for the salvation of their souls
(Eph. 3:21).

Then the day will come, when Christ
comes to the air for His church, also
defined in scripture as His bride, and
every member of His glorious body,
both dead and living, will be
instantaneously changed into His
likeness with glorified bodies like His,
then caught up together to meet Him,
pure and perfect, and be forever with
Him (cf. 1 Cor. 15:23, 51; Eph. 5:27;
Phil. 3:20-21; 1 Thes. 4:15-17; 1 John
3:2; Rev. 19:7-8, 22:17). What a day,
glorious day, that will be.

Witness to the World
Paul the apostle wrote to the church

of God in Ephesus of the responsibility
he acutely felt, given to him by God, as
a ‘stewardship of God’s grace’ (Eph.
3:2). He was to make known to
Gentile nations what had been
concealed by God through all ages and
generations until the time of the
apostles and prophets, who were
spiritual gifts bestowed to the body of
Christ by the ascended Lord Himself
(Col. 1:26; Eph. 4:8, 11). To Paul was
given, by divine revelation, an
understanding of what he terms ‘the
mystery of (the) Christ’, i.e. Christ and

His body, the church, comprising
everyone who accepts Christ as
personal Saviour (Eph. 3:4).

Another expression we come across
in the same church letter, which again
he was called upon to preach, is ‘the
unsearchable riches of (the) Christ’
(v.8). What can be said from this is that
behind the simple and clear message of
the gospel, is this magnificent truth of
Christ and His body, the church. 

 
Witness to Angels

Furthermore, each member of the
body in his / her own testimony of the
good news of salvation, is proclaiming
the truth of ‘the body’ to fellow-human
beings and also to angelic beings
occupying the heavenlies. In so doing
the latter group have unfolded to them,
in amazement we’re sure, the multi-
faceted wisdom of Almighty God (v.
10). It should be pointed out that the
Greek word for mystery is musterion,
which does not mean there is
something esoteric about all this; rather
a statement of fact that God has now
chosen to disclose what He has
concealed for so long a time.

R.B. Fullarton
(To be continued)




