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Introducing . . .            October 
PEACE BEYOND BELIEF 
After all this world of civilization has 
been through since the creation of 
humanity and the intrusion of sin 
through man’s disobedience, it is hard 
to take in that peace upon earth for 
such a long period of time as we know 
it, could last as long as a thousand 
years. Of course, that is because the 
Prince of Peace has come back to 
reign in the very place where He was 
a reject of His creatures. Incarcerated 
for that same duration is the very 
person who has been behind every 
kind of malevolence and malfeasance 
that has afflicted the human race. He 
is characterized as a dragon and 
serpent depicting his ferocity and 
deception – no other than the Devil 
and Satan. Another thing is, there can 
be no question or denial as to the 
reality of that future time, as the 
phrase ‘a thousand years’ is 
mentioned six times in the first seven 
verses of our chapter under discussion 
(see also BS 2000, Vol. 67 pp. 
13,29,77,96). 

Who will be there? Well, firstly we can 
say the Church which is Christ’s body, 
now the wife of the Lamb, comprising 
every member of that glorious invisible 
organism, brought into existence on 
the day of Pentecost and lasting until 
the rapture will be present (Rev. 19:7; 
Acts 2; 1 Cor. 15). Faithful saints of 
that spiritual entity will have 

administrative and legislative duties in 
the world of that time, even extending 
to responsibilities in respect of angelic 
beings (1 Cor. 6:2-3). 

Secondly, those who have come 
triumphantly through the trauma and 
travails of the Tribulation, the time of 
Jacob’s trouble lasting seven years, 
including the specially selected 
144,000 of Israel. There will be both 
martyrs and survivors (Jer. 30:7; Rev. 
7:4; 19:4; Mat. 24:13). 

Thirdly, the righteous of the 
nations who appear before the Son of 
man seated on His throne of glory in 
judgment of the living nations of that 
time (Mat. 25:31-32, 46; 10:41-42). 

Fourthly, those who had lives of 
faith, both Jews and Gentiles (Heb. 
11:7, 13-17; 32-40; Rom. 3:25). 

‘The rest of the dead’ are those 
who do not fall for the main part into 
the categories above and will be 
subject to the second death (Rev. 
20:5a; 21:8). It has to be remembered 
too, there will be births and deaths of 
human generations during that coming 
time. Sin will still be present but any 
uprising of wrong will quickly be 
quelled, so overall it will be a reign of 
peace and righteousness with the 
animal kingdom also basking in its 
ambience (Is. 65:20, 25; 32:1).   

R.B.F. 

 



 
133 

From Study Groups . . . 
THE MILLENNIAL REIGN OF CHRIST AND THE GREAT 
WHITE THRONE (Revelation 20) 
From Aberdeen: Significantly, the vision of the angel with the key of the abyss and 
the chain in his hand did not result in any struggle with the Devil. The angel 
simply laid hold on the Devil and ‘bound him for a thousand years’ (Rev. 20:2 
NASB). It is helpful to distinguish what is literal and what is figurative. The 
thousand years are literal and coincide with the millennial reign of Christ on earth. 
The key and the chain are figurative but are nevertheless true expressions of God’s 
absolute authority over the Devil and the Devil’s ability to deceive the nations. 
Presently the Devil has the ability to do just that. Perhaps as Christians we can 
glimpse certain ways in which the nations are presently being deceived, but the 
subtlety with which the Devil deceives may actually hide his deceptions, even 
from Christians. The gift of discernment is needed today as much as it was in the 
early days of the apostles.  

Who will sit on the thrones which John saw? The context suggests that it will be 
‘the souls of those who had been beheaded … and those who had not 
worshipped the Beast or his image ... they reigned with Christ for a thousand 
years’ (Rev. 20:4). [Comment 1] This is a special reference to those who follow 
Christ during the future seven-year tribulation time. However, disciples of the 
present time are also promised, ‘If we endure, we shall also reign with Him’ (2 
Tim. 2:12). Again, the twelve apostles will have the privilege of sitting on twelve 
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel in the future millennial reign of Christ 
(Mat. 19:28). 

We cannot avoid the severity and finality of the great white throne judgement. 
John saw books being opened in his vision. The other book being opened was the 
book of life. In accordance with those books, death and Hades were thrown into 
the lake of fire, which is described as the second death. How should we 
understand these last verses of chapter 20, especially the meaning of the lake of 
fire? [Comment 2]. It may be helpful to consider the Lord’s words to those who 
didn’t grasp His teaching about salvation. They had taken the Lord’s words about 
eating His flesh literally. However, the Lord corrected this misunderstanding by 
explaining that ‘the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life’ (John 
6:63). This perspective may help in dividing aright the word of truth when 
considering the judgements set out in the book of Revelation and distinguish 
between what is literal and what is figurative.          James Johnson 
 



 
134 

From Aberkenfig: Revelation 19 closes with the carrion birds invited to the great 
supper of God (as distinct from the marriage supper of the Lamb), and the Beast 
and the false prophet are cast into the lake of fire. This is the sequence of the 
carnage resulting from the battle of Har-Magedon foretold in Psalm 46:9, (cp. Joel 
ch. 3), the armies of this evil triune group having been killed by the sword which 
appears out of the mouth of the rider of the white horse. It should be 
remembered that in the original languages in the Bible there were no chapters, the 
text followed on throughout the book, so part of chapter 20 was occurring at the 
same ‘time’ as chapter 19; what the timeline was we are not told; however, there 
must be a period of a thousand years elapse in the first three verses of chapter 20. 

John sees an angel coming down out of heaven with a chain and a key. This is 
no ordinary chain and key: the chain is to bind Satan; the key is to lock the abyss 
with no bottom to it. There is no means of escape. Satan is given his full 
description, so there is no doubt who he is. His two confederates having been cast 
into the lake of fire which burns with brimstone. Satan is bound by this angel and 
cast into the abyss for 1000 years. The Satanic trinity has been broken. It is 
interesting to note that the phrase ‘thousand years’ is mentioned six times in the 
first seven verses, showing its significance. At the end of this time Satan is loosed to 
deceive the nations. He will certainly have had time to ponder and ‘plan’ his 
rebellion. 

It was postulated that during the Millennium, because of the earth’s radically 
improved conditions, people will have long lives and marry and have children (Is. 
65:17-25, especially v. 20). Many of those will be deluded by Satan when he is 
loosed out of his prison. He deceives the nations and gathers a great army of 
rebels from the four corners of the earth (Rev. 20:8). Gog is the name of the man, 
no doubt a leader of men, and Magog, the name of his kingdom or country where 
he and his posterity lived [Comment 3]. His objective – to gather this vast army to 
war on behalf of Satan. According to maps this region was to the north side of the 
Caspian Sea (farthest from the centre of Jerusalem, i.e., geographically remote). 
They would also be generationally remote from distant ancestors, who although 
escaping from the Beast, their recollection of it sounding like fables. Furthermore, 
their hearts could be harbouring rebellion and cynicism. So, Satan will have no 
problem in assembling this vast army - as the sand of the seashore. [Comment 4] 
Despite the vastness of this army, and before any blasphemous syllable can be 
uttered, fire from heaven devours Satan’s army. Satan is then cast into the lake of 
fire to join the Beast and the false prophet in everlasting torment. How soon after 
Satan was released from the abyss we are not told. 

The scene then changes (v. 11) in that John saw a great white throne. It must 
have been an awesome sight: even heaven and earth will flee away - no place left 
for sinners to hide! They flee away from before the face of the One on the throne. 
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   What is so familiar to man will have disappeared. They must face the Judge. We 
ponder upon that scene: the word ‘megas’ translated as ‘great’ brings the thought 
of being majestic and powerful, whereas the whiteness speaks of the righteousness 
of the judgement meted out by the One who sits upon the throne, namely the 
Lord Jesus. There will be no defence, no advocate, no jury, no spectators, only the 
judge. John saw all existence folding up into nothingness, just as easily as God had 
called it into existence out of nothing. God will deal with the last group of humans 
who have not been judged, i.e., the unsaved, who must face the Judge! 

The first resurrection included all people of God from every age—Old 
Testament saints, all believers and Tribulation saints. Those raised in this second 
resurrection will include all the rest, i.e., all who refused to repent and had 
rejected God’s offer of salvation. From verses 12 to 15 we learn that ‘books were 
opened and another book was opened—the book of life’; all were judged 
according to their works and those whose names were not written in the book of 
life were cast into the lake of fire’ (v.15).  [See Introducing and Comments 2, 5 & 
6]. Note that verse 13 implies that there were degrees of torment.   Bill Paterson 
 
From Buckhaven: The Scriptures teach the literal reign of our Lord Jesus Christ for 
one thousand years (Rev. 20:4, 6). His millennial reign follows His return to earth. 

The kingdom hopes of Israel are for a King Messiah. It is recorded that 
Solomon sat on his father’s throne, then on his own throne (1 Kin. 1:35; 2:12). 
The Lord sits at His Father's right hand. In millennial times, as Israel’s prophets 
predicted, He will sit on His throne on earth: ‘a king shall reign in righteousness’ 
(Is. 32:1 RV). ‘I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king 
and deal wisely, and shall execute judgement and justice in the land’ (Jer. 23:5). 
Jacob spoke of the true Shiloh who would receive Judah’s sceptre of power, 
foretelling the permanent transfer of authority to its rightful heir (Gen. 49:10— 
‘until he come whose it is’ RVM). The angel revealed to Mary that He would sit on 
the throne of His father David (Luke 1:32-33). ‘The man whose name is the 
Branch ... shall build the temple of the LORD ... and shall sit and rule upon His 
throne; and He shall be a priest upon His throne’ (Zech. 6:12-13). He will wear 
the diadem of kingship and the mitre of everlasting priesthood. 

Then, Israel will be the head of the nations, not the tail (Deut. 28:13), and they 
will be a praise among the nations (Zeph. 3:20). Israel shall be the ‘joy of many 
generations’ (Is. 60:15). ‘The little one’ shall become ‘a strong nation’ (Is. 60:22). 
Israel will enjoy peace and prosperity; their priesthood will become a praise and 
they will enjoy worldwide prestige. They will neither borrow nor fear. Zion will be 
the international centre of divine rule and the Lord alone shall be exalted. 

Satan will be bound in the abyss, the nations freed from his evils and deceit. 
Earth will enjoy a benign reign, far surpassing the glory of previous empires. 
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Though sin and death remain, the Lord will be the great healer (Is. 35:5-6) and 
teachers will teach righteousness (Is. 30:20). ‘In His days shall the righteous 
flourish; and abundance of peace, till the moon be no more’ (Ps. 72:7). 

The coming of Christ to the air for His bride is an entirely separate occasion, 
peculiar to the church age. The first resurrection includes faithful Old Testament 
saints, such as Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and others; also, those martyred by the 
Beast. They, along with tribulation saints and saints from the present age, will have 
a personal interest in the millennial reign of Christ. The rest of the dead are not 
raised until after the thousand years (Rev. 20:5). Books will then be opened to 
reveal what heaven’s scribes have recorded. 

The rebellion of man at the end of Christ’s millennial reign reveals that, even 
after His just and blessed reign, some will readily follow the evil one. This shows 
the depravity of man’s heart. God, in righteous judgement, will swiftly crush this 
final rebellion.                  Martin Notman 
 
From Cromer: Satan bound  Satan is blamed for many things that he does not 
directly inspire, but James writes ‘Each person is tempted when he is lured and 
enticed by his own desire’ (James 1:14 ESV). However, sinful human nature can 
be traced back to Satan’s original temptation. Will all the people who will be alive 
after the millennium be sinless? No! Human nature will still be subject to 
temptation, as is shown by the fact that many of the nations will be deceived by 
the released Satan, and will be willing to follow him into battle; fruitlessly, for He 
must reign. 

A strange use of the word ‘must’ is in verse 3. It cannot be that God is 
compelled to do anything, rather that it is His plan to manifest His control over all 
principalities and powers, both in heaven and on earth. 

Verse 4 refers to ‘those who had been beheaded’, and must have therefore 
died and come to life to reign; that is one resurrection; but 5b uses the words ‘this 
is the first resurrection’. Does this refer back to v. 4? [Comment 5]. 

Peter Hickling 
 
From Greenock: There are numerous ‘resurrections’ throughout the Bible.  In 
each case they demonstrate the divine power over death as an encouragement to 
the believers. Abraham, Hannah and Ruth all had no children until God blessed 
them. Month after month with no pregnancy is a repeated ‘death’. The miraculous 
giving of a son to a childless couple ensures their family name lives on and could 
be interpreted as a ‘pseudo-resurrection’. 

Abraham was certain that God could raise the dead.  His son Isaac is 
‘resurrected’ (Heb. 11:19). Then when Elijah raises the widow of Zarephath‘s son 
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(1 Kin. 17:7-14) the provision of food and oil which extends their lives prepares 
her for deeper faith in the prophet’s assurance of God’s love. ‘Now at last I’ve 
really learned that you are a man of God and that what you have to say about the 
LORD is the truth’ (1 Kin. 17:24 ISV). 

Elisha asked for a double portion of the Spirit which Elijah had been given. He 
has twice as many miracles ascribed to him, the final being a posthumous 
resurrection at a funeral. Israel was in a bad apostate and political mess, but that 
did not stop the wealthy lady offering the prophet food and later accommodation.  
A son was promised to her despite her scepticism.  His sudden death called for 
great faith in the mother that God, acting through the prophet, could bring her son 
back from the dead.  The resurrection of the Shunammite’s son ensured provision 
of care for the woman in the future and the continuation of a family line. 

The resurrections carried out by Jesus are: the widow of Nain’s son, Jairus’s 
daughter and Lazarus. Jesus’ own bodily resurrection is the centrepiece of the 
Bible. All four gospels record the events. At His death there was a great 
earthquake and many burial places were damaged.  After His resurrection those in 
the damaged tombs were raised to life and were seen by many in Jerusalem (Mat. 
27:50-54). We are not told what happened to them. Peter raised Dorcas (Tabitha) 
after she was ill and died (Acts 9:36-42). Paul raised Eutychus after he fell from a 
third storey window (Acts 20:7-12). 

Daniel describes two futures for the resurrected: some to ‘everlasting life’ and 
some to ‘shame and everlasting contempt’ (Dan. 12:2 RV). Another part of this 
first resurrection is when the Lord Jesus comes to the air to gather all those who 
have believed in Him (1 Thes. 4:15-17; 1 Cor. 15:23), whether dead or alive. 
[Comment 6] They will be united with the martyrs at the end of the Tribulation 
(Rev. 20:4). In this group are also those in the ‘resurrection of the just’ (Luke 
14:14) and the ‘resurrection of life’ (John 5:29). Those who are alive at the time of 
the resurrection of the faithful dead are caught up at the same time. Daniel’s 
second group—resurrected to ‘shame and … contempt’—will face judgement at 
the great white throne (Rev. 20:11-15). [see also Comments 2 & 5] 

The purpose of resurrection is to remind mankind that although our bodies are 
mortal our soul and spirit are eternal. We can look forward to the final defeat of 
death (1 Cor. 15:26). What anticipation we should have! The transformation we 
will experience will be far grander than that of the caterpillar to beautiful butterfly 
we see in nature. Are you ready?          Steve Henderson 
 
From Halifax: Satan’s confinement   John now sees ‘an angel come down from 
heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand’ (Rev. 
20:1 KJV). To this angel is given a very definite task. The angel laid hold on the 
one described in four names—the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, 
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and Satan—‘so that’, says Joshua Hawkins, ‘by no stretch of the imagination we 
should miss that fact of the person who is here seized and arrested by a divine 
messenger’ (Birkenhead, 24 Feb. 1926).* The purpose of the deceiver’s 
confinement in the bottomless pit was that he should ‘deceive the nations no 
more’ (v. 3) and the term of incarceration is until a thousand years be fulfilled, i.e., 
the time of Christ’s reign on earth. Very little is revealed of this millennial reign 
here in Revelation, excepting that the Tribulation martyrs, raised in ‘the first 
resurrection’ (v. 4), will reign with Him. 

Loosed for a little season  Perhaps it would be sensible to our own thinking that 
Satan should forever remain in the bottomless pit; yet we learn that upon the 
completion of one thousand years, ‘he must be loosed’. Dr. John Gill correctly 
points out that this ‘must’ is ‘not because he cannot be held any longer, or through 
any weakness in Christ; but because of the decree of God’ (Exposition of the 
Entire Bible). In a short time of freedom, Satan returns to his deceits. ‘I suspect’ 
said George Prasher Sen., ‘He will whisper to the hearts of men and women “that 
was a very severe rod of iron with which the Lord Jesus ruled you … “’ (also 
Birkenhead, 26 Feb. 1926).* Whatever strategy Satan had shaped during those 
one thousand years, he shall quickly succeed in the spread of his treachery across 
the four ends of the earth. Numbered as the sand of the sea (v. 8), his followers 
will surround the camp of the saints and the beloved city (v. 9). However, this 
grand and ultimate enterprise shall be terminated by fire, i.e., fire from God out of 
heaven. Then the Devil will be cast into the lake of fire, where the Beast and false 
prophet are (see 19:20), to be tormented day and night (20:10), ‘for ever and 
ever’!                      Robert J. Butler 

* Note: The two asterisked quotes in this article, are from a transcription of 
shorthand notes, taken in 1926 by a sister during a series of meetings on the 
subject, ‘God’s Ways with Men’, given by J. Hawkins and G. Prasher Sen. at 
Birkenhead in February 1926.                
     
From Mount Forest: Revelation 20 is an outworking of John 5:21-29; 11:23-26 
principles. Only dead people need resurrection; the living directly receive 
changed bodies (1 Cor. 15:51).  What is made alive in resurrection is the body; 
the soul inevitably endures, and to ‘come to life’ (Rev. 20:4-5; 1 Cor. 15:22) 
involves reuniting the soul with its (changed) body. There are only two eventual 
outcomes, both applying forever and experienced by all with the senses of their 
souls and changed bodies (Dan. 12:2 and note Mat. 10:28; Luke 16:24-25). 
However they died, all will be raised (Rev. 20:13), but not at the same time. 

In Revelation 20:5-6 there is reference to the ‘first’ resurrection, in context 
comprising overcomers. ‘First’ simply contrasts this group with resurrection of ‘the 
rest’ from the Tribulation period, and does not imply none are raised before them 
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(cp. 1 Thes. 4:16-17: ‘… first. Then…’). The ‘rest’ must wait until the end of the 
Millennium, being then combined with people from other groups and times (e.g., 
the generations mentioned in Luke 11:32). It is unclear exactly when the bodies of 
exceptional saints, e.g., Luke.13:28, will be raised, though possibly coincident 
with the ‘first’ resurrection, or before (cp. the two witnesses of Rev.11). [see 
Introducing & Comments 2 & 5] Nor are we told if the overcomers who remain 
alive receive changed bodies on the same occasion as the dead ones, but we 
presume so (like us at 1 Thes. 4:17). They are within the promise of Revelation 
2:26-27 and so prove out also John 11:26 (notwithstanding application of the 
latter to saints of this dispensation). 

Scripture discloses various groups besides those of Revelation 6:9-11 who will 
share in Christ’s rule (presumably the Millennium), for instance: Mat. 19:28; 1 
Cor. 6:2-3; 2 Tim. 2:12; Rev. 3:21. And resurrected David will be prince 
(Ezek.37:25). However, we are not told here (Rev. 20:4) how many thrones John 
saw, or who sits upon them, or the detailed nature of their glorious roles. Just as 
‘the last day(s)’ [see Question and Answer, Clydebank, Young Men’s Corner, April 
1928, available online at https://churchesofgod.info/publications/bible-studies-
archive] may extend from the Rapture to the eternal day (e.g., John 6:39-54; 
12:48), Old Testament expressions of current, millennial and eternal scenes of ‘the 
end’ (e.g., Is. 9:7; 10:23; 60:20; Jer. 30:11; Ezek. 7:3; Dan. 2:44; 8:17-19; 
11:35; 12; Zeph.1:18) are sometimes conflated, so precision requires caution. 

The ‘sheep’ of the living nations of Matthew 25:33-34, 46 include subjects in 
the kingdom, not just those who reign. Given the dramatic effect of the Tribulation 
plagues on global population and results of the judgment, the initial number may 
not be very large. They all appear before the Son of Man at the same time (Mat. 
25:31-33).  Yet those joining Satan’s rebellion at the end of the period are as 
numerous as ‘the sand of the sea’, and from all parts of the inhabited world (Rev. 
20:8). Thus, many children may be born throughout the period to become the 
final defaulters, though Isaiah 65:20 may indicate longevity will be typical. 

Two key distinctive aspects of the Millennium, lacking in previous 
dispensations, are the confinement of Satan and the righteous direct rule of the 
Lamb. But this serves to prove that even in such an ideal environment that the 
Millennium provides, a propensity for failure of the natural man remains. A full 
solution requires God to deal forever with Satan, sin and sinners and bring about 
the new heaven and new earth for the changed new man to inhabit. Geoff Hydon 
 
From Ravulapalem: Effect of Satan’s release  As soon as Satan is released from his 
pit or prison after a thousand years he restarts the evil methods of his nature which 
he used before with intensified efforts and becomes successful. His attitude has 
not changed even though he was put into isolation as a prisoner. Throughout the 
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world, even after the perfect millennial rule of justice, peace, righteousness and 
blessing, some people’s hearts are full of rebellion and deception with the old 
ways of cruelty. These may be the people born and brought up in the one-
thousand years rule. Satan influenced these people and takes them under his 
control. 

The final war against ‘the camp of saints’ by Gog and Magog  We can compare 
Revelation 20:8 with Ezekiel 38:2 to discuss about Gog and Magog. Gog is a king 
in the country named Magog. God is against Gog (Ezek. 38:3) who said that he 
will be punished at the end of times when he attacks the restored people of Israel 
(38:8,22). Compare Psalm 11:6-7. God sends fire on Magog and its other islands 
(Ezek. 39:6). Gog is having relations with nations and peoples of different regions 
of the world. These people can be treated not only as historically recognised but 
also related to those of end-time prophecy. 

In Revelation the goal of Gog and Magog (people of Magog) is to distract the 
camp of the saints and disturb the city of Jerusalem with the inspiration of Satan. 
Revelation 20:9 coincides with Ezekiel, this along with Gog and Magog, a number 
of peoples in the four corners of the earth like sand of the sea, who attack the 
camp of the saints and the holy city, which will be burned with fire sent from 
heaven by God. 

The outcome  With this, earth’s last revolt against God is finished and comes to an 
end. Satan, who has cheated mankind and people who believe in God, was 
catapulted into the lake of fire forever. Already two of the ‘evil trio’ i.e., the Beast 
and the false prophet, have been there for the last thousand years. This is the 
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels, as told by the Lord Jesus in 
Matthew 25:41. There they are to be tormented forever.     S.J.M. Edward 
 
From Surulere: It is a trite saying that a picture is worth a thousand words. 
However, if the firmaments above were a canvas of words it would not suffice to 
depict the unspeakable beauty and glory that will envelop the earth on account of 
Satan’s incarceration and the onset of the millennial reign of Christ when: ‘Behold, 
a king will reign in righteousness, and princes will rule with justice’ (Is. 32:1 BSB). 

Satan is the eternal predator, i.e., the thief who comes to steal, to kill and to 
destroy (John 10:10). He is like a ravenous lion who prowls around seeking whom 
he may devour (1 Pet. 5:8). His art of subtlety and perversity extends beyond the 
emergence of humans, and his corruptive influence once raged through the 
heavenly hosts (Rev.12:9). He entrapped the first humans through his promise of 
sharing deity (Gen. 3:5). He crouched at the door of one of the first human 
offspring, Cain, mastered him and instigated the first murder (Gen. 4:7-8). His 
influence resulted in the destruction of all living things through the flood in Noah’s 
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times (Gen. 6:5-7) and he was audacious enough to seek to manipulate the Lord 
Jesus Christ in His earthly sojourn (Luke 4:1-13). 

The Lord Jesus declared concerning Satan: ‘I will no longer talk much with 
you, for the ruler of this world is coming, and he has nothing in Me’ (John 14:30 
NKJV). He is the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the 
sons of disobedience (Eph. 2:2). And Satan sits atop an organized hierarchy of evil 
associates (Eph. 6:12). At Satan’s expulsion from the heavens there is an outburst 
of celebration in heaven and a lamentation for the earth: ‘Therefore rejoice, O 
heavens, and you who dwell in them! Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the 
sea! For the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, because he knows 
that he has a short time.’ (Rev. 12:12 NKJV) 

Of a truth, the breathtaking peace and beauty that will sweep the world when 
the Prince of Peace heralds His reign would be unparalleled. The millennial reign 
will impact not only mortals but also the physical and natural world: ‘And the wolf 
will dwell with the lamb, And the leopard will lie down with the young goat, And 
the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little boy will lead them’ 
(Is. 11:6 NASB 1995). 

The all-pervading radiance and warmth of the LORD’s presence will ensure 
that: ‘They will not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain, For the earth will be 
full of the knowledge of the LORD As the waters cover the sea’ (Is. 11:9). 

Mankind will be the primary beneficiaries of the LORD’s reign: ‘No longer will 
there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man who does not live 
out his days; For the youth will die at the age of one hundred And the one who 
does not reach the age of one hundred will be thought accursed’ (Is. 65:20). Israel 
shall regain its place of pride and prominence: ‘Now it will come about that in the 
last days, The mountain of the house of the LORD will be established as the chief 
of the mountains, And will be raised above the hills; And all the nations will 
stream to it’ (Is. 2:2 NASB 1977). 

Nothing else but the eternal state of bliss and rest will surpass the period of the 
LORD’s millennial reign.                 F. Ntido 
 
From Victoria B.C.: Imagine a world dominated by righteousness and goodness, a 
world where there is no injustice, where no court ever tenders an unjust verdict, 
and everyone is treated fairly. Imagine a world where true, right, and noble marks 
every aspect of life, including interpersonal relationships, commerce, education, 
and government.  Imagine a world where there is complete, total, enforced, and 
permanent peace, where joy abounds and good health prevails, so much so that 
people live hundreds of years. Imagine a world where the curse is removed, 
where the environment is restored to the pristine purity of the Garden of Eden; 
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where peace reigns even in the animal kingdom, so that ‘the wolf will dwell with 
the lamb, And the leopard will lie down with the young goat, And the calf and the 
young lion and the fatling together; and a little boy will lead them’ (Is. 11:6 NASB 
1995).  Imagine a world ruled by a perfect, glorious leader, who instantly and 
firmly deals with sin. Humanly speaking, that description may seem far-fetched, a 
utopian fantasy, yet it accurately describes conditions during the time of the 
millennial kingdom of Jesus, with Satan being bound during this time.  We are told 
in Scripture that saints will reign with Him. The martyred saints in the Tribulation 
will reign with Him, and all nations will go up to worship Him. Zechariah 14 says 
if a nation doesn’t, then they get no rain and will be struck with a plague. 

As for how many resurrections there are, we can only go by what is shown in 
Scripture. There is the resurrection of the saints at the Rapture. The resurrection of 
the Tribulation saints must occur at the start of Jesus’ reign so they can rule with 
Him.  Then there is the resurrection at the great white throne, where the Old 
Testament saints will probably return (Daniel 12) [see Introducing, Comments 2, 5 
& 6 & Feature article para. 3]. 

It is absolutely amazing that the wickedness of man is so bad that there will be 
people born during this time of Christ’s reign, and they can see Him, speak with 
Him, and see His glory displayed, and yet when Satan is released for a season at 
the end of the thousand years, he will still find rebel sinners that will join him in a 
final attempt to wrest control of earth and all that is in it, from Jesus.  It is 
described as a very short rebellion, which is put down. Then begins the final 
sorting of the sheep from the goats [Comment 7]. It will be wonderful to see and 
hear the Lord say to people, ‘Come, thou, enter into the joy of the Lord’.  It will 
be equally sad to hear those words ‘I never knew you’, and then the sending into 
perdition those who have rejected God’s way and His Son.  Knowing these things 
are coming to pass soon, it makes us want to make our goal in life to be a ‘good 
and faithful servant’.          Rodger Lefevre; Micah Lefevre  

 
COMMENTS 
1. (Aberdeen): Their lives were cruelly cut short during the Beast's seven-year reign of 
terror. In the same world where they were murdered, the Lord gives them a thousand 
extra years of life. But now, they are in the driving seat, administering His enlightened 
policies. ‘The desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose.’ (Is. 35:2) What a just 
reward!                       J.J. 
 
2. (Aberdeen): Some students of Scripture look on the last verse of chapter 20 as 
signifying the reason for opening the book of life at the great white throne assize is 
because it contains the final arbitration of a person’s destiny; if their name is not found 
there the lake of fire is their ultimate destination. Others view this verse as simply a 



 
143 

statement that those who appear before this final throne of judgement are the 
spiritually dead, who have never had their names written in the book of life (see Rev. 
3:5; 13:8; 17:8; 21:27; Phi. 4:3; cp. Luke 10:20). The present writer favours the latter 
interpretation. 

As for the lake of fire, there can be no doubt it is the defined location of eternal 
suffering and punishment with the Lord Himself so often speaking of its woefulness 
(e.g., Mat. 13:42, 50 et al).                 R.B.F. 
 

In Matthew 12 and Luke 11, the Lord Jesus reveals that the men of Nineveh and 
the Queen of Sheba will ‘stand up in the judgement' and condemn the men of the 
generation who rejected the Lord when He was here on earth. This is not the 
judgement of the living nations at the start of the millennium, because although there 
will be a resurrection of those martyred by the beast plus some Old Testament saints 
(including king David, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets—‘the first 
resurrection’ Rev. 20:4-6), these saints are not raised for judgement but for reward. At 
that point, only the living nations who have come through the great tribulation will be 
judged, separated as sheep from goats, (Mat. 25:32). 

If the men of the Lord’s generation are not be raised until the Great White Throne, 
then the Lord's words in John 5 apply to this second resurrection: ‘the hour cometh, in 
which all that are in the tombs shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; they that 
have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done ill, unto the 
resurrection of judgment’ (John 5:28,29).  

John Miller makes a weighty contribution to the subject in his notes on Revelation 20. 
 J.J. 

 
3. (Aberkenfig): Gog is a person of great power and influence, the name being more 
likely to be a title of excellence. He was prince of Rosh, Meshech and Tubal (Ezek. 
38:2) Rosh is associated linguistically, in all probability, with Russia, while the following 
two could well refer to parts of Turkey and Iran.            R.B.F. 
 
4. (Aberkenfig): Incredibly, at the end of 1000 years of ‘heaven on earth’, Satan still 
finds fertile ground for his lies, in the hearts of unregenerate men. Truly, ‘the heart is 
deceitful above all things and desperately wicked.’ (Jer. 17:9). This, coupled with the 
promptings of the arch - deceiver, is all it takes for another worldwide challenge to 
God’s authority. But no matter how many of His creatures join forces against Him, 
they will never pose a threat to His power and authority. ‘There is no wisdom nor 
understanding nor counsel against the LORD.‘ (Prov. 21:30)         J.J. 
 
5. (Cromer): Yes, the first resurrection relates to verse 4. See also Introducing.    R.B.F. 
 
   In support of the above, the order of events given by the New Living Translation 
makes the most sense: ‘I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their       
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testimony of Jesus … They all came to life again, and they reigned with Christ for a 
thousand years. This is the first resurrection. The rest of the dead did not come back to 
life until the thousand years had ended. Blessed and holy are those who share in the 
first resurrection. For them the second death holds no power, but they will be priests 
of God and of Christ and will reign with Him a thousand years (Rev. 20:4-6 NLT).   J.J. 
 
6. (Greenock): The resurrection of the justified over succeeding dispensations and eras 
can be summarised as resurrection to eternal life just as the resurrection of the 
unrighteous can be summarised as resurrection to everlasting contempt. So, the first 
resurrection of Revelation 20 is part of the resurrection to eternal life and the rapture 
of the dead in Christ of 1 Thessalonians 4 is also part of the resurrection to eternal life. 
But the two events—the first resurrection and the Rapture—are distinct events in 
different dispensations and the latter is not part of the former.         P.D.  
 
7. (Victoria B.C.): The judgement of the living nations, illustrated by ‘the separation of 
the sheep from the goats’, takes place at the end of the tribulation period of seven 
years at the time when the Lord Jesus returns to earth as Son of man in glory and 
majesty to set up His earthly kingdom and righteous rule. This will last for a period of 
1,000 years duration (Mat. 24:29-31; 25:31-46), so fulfilling such scriptures as Isaiah 
32:1 and Psalm 72:1-19.                   R.B.F. 
 

Feature 
FUTURE ROLE OF ISRAEL AND OLD TESTAMENT SAINTS IN 
THE MILLENNIUM 
The one-thousand-year reign of our Lord Jesus Christ on earth and the 
incarceration of the Devil / Satan, during that time period, is well documented in 
Revelation 20:2-7. It is a fulfilment of many Old Testament scriptures, such as 
Genesis 49:10, where we find the prophetic promise of Jacob the patriarch, made 
to his sons very shortly before his death, concerning the kingly tribe of Judah, into 
which the Lord was born. He spoke of what would take place in the future, ‘the 
latter days’. The royal sceptre and the ruler’s staff would be wielded by none other 
than the Lion of Judah, the Lord Jesus. ‘Until Shiloh come’, is a descriptive term of 
the expected Messiah, who would instil by His presence and power, a time of 
tranquility, security and prosperity. Such would be His influence and ascendancy 
that ‘unto Him shall the obedience of the peoples be’. That is, He will have 
nothing less than worldwide dominion, but not that of an unyielding tyrant, such 
as we have seen in times past of world history and observe more than ever in our 
world today. 
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Israel’s Change of Status 
In the millennium, so different from present and past times, Israel as a nation will 
occupy prime place above all other countries of the world. There shall be 
widespread bounty in the marketplace of commerce and industry. Her economy 
will easily outstrip that of all other lands. No longer will she be besieged by 
adversaries intent upon her downfall, if not extermination. They will stand in awe 
of her. So long during centuries of oppression has she been on the receiving end 
of those who would trample her into the dust. Now she will be in pole position as 
a world leader and provider for others. She will be the standard-bearer of the 
Lord’s name (Deut. 28:1,3,7, 10,13). 

The glory of God will be seen in wise, firm but fair governmental responsibility 
as well as her culture and customs. Whereas her people of old in the years 
following Egypt’s emergence as a world power in the Mediterranean area over 
four millennia ago, were held in the chains of captivity, she is now the custodian 
of righteous laws giving freedom of movement and opportunity to other peoples, 
and sought out as a counsellor and adviser of royalty. The wealth of the nations 
shall flow into Israel’s borders and Jerusalem, the metropolis, her capital being 
acknowledged only recently by very few countries, led by America’s example. She 
will be the city par excellence and it will be called the city of truth and the holy 
mountain: the chosen location from which the Lord, their Saviour and Redeemer, 
the Mighty One of Jacob, who will occupy the throne of David and reign over the 
house of Jacob. He alone will be their ‘everything’ (Is. 60:1-3, 11-12, 16; 65:18-
19; Zech. 8:1-3; Luke 1:32-33).  
 
The Place and Role of Old Testament Saints 
Those of faith up to the time of Christ’s coming to earth, for whom His blood was 
shed in respect of the forgiveness of ‘sins done aforetime, in the forbearance of 
God’ (Rom. 4:25; cp. Heb. 11:13,39; see also O.T. saints raised when the Lord 
was dying on the cross: Mat. 27:52) will also reign with the Lord for the thousand-
year period, having some responsibility of priestly service for Him on behalf of 
others (Rev. 20:6b). Abraham, Isaac & Jacob and prophets too receive mention as 
being accessible for conversation to the saved from different parts of the cleansed 
earth. The apostles of the Lamb will have a role of authority in relation to the 
redeemed of the twelve tribes of Israel since the inception of the nation and 
themselves share precious times of fellowship alone with the Lord (Mat.8:11; 
19:28; Luke 13:28; 22:30). What a time of new acquaintances and deep 
meaningful relationships that time of prolonged peace will be. 

R.B. Fullarton, Bathgate                       




