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Principles of Church Growth

1. Introduction
Geoff Hydon, Toronto, Canada
Growth is good
"Growth is good" might even be a motto for Christians. It is consistent with God's
repeated statements about the general increase in world population.1 It is also in line
with God's narrower objective for His chosen people, for to Abraham He confirmed
His promise that his descendants should be innumerable.2 It is also in accord with
the expectations of Christian disciples, for Jesus their Lord said that a sign of their
allegiance to Him should be bearing 'fruit'.3 Whatever else we might understand by
the analogy of fruit bearing, we should see in it numerical increase in offspring that
bear a resemblance to the original. We should look for both of these characteristics,
volume and quality, as we explore in this series principles about such fruit bearing
in churches of God.
You can read in the Old Testament about the meeting between the Israelite king Joash
and the aged and dying prophet Elisha. Joash might well have been concerned about
the future of the kingdom and its ability to withstand enemy attacks.4 Would it be
sustained and strong? Elisha was disappointed with the limited way in which Joash
responded to his words; he said the same limitation would apply in Joash's
campaigns against the enemy. This remains a picture of the state of affairs on
battleground of spiritual growth. Such growth requires repeated, indeed
continuous, application of sound scriptural principles; it is not automatic and it is
typified by attempts by the enemy to thwart it. Apathy is still a powerful tool in the
enemy's hands. There is plenty of practical evidence of this. Joash might have been
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wrong on many counts, but Scripture notes his specific weakness that caused him to
miss a golden opportunity. If we are sensing that there is more that God wants to
achieve through our service, these articles should provide some useful points to
consider.
Readers who are in the Churches of God that publish this magazine know that strong
numerical growth is being experienced in these churches in Asia and Africa, but in
some places there has been numerical decline. The latter is obviously a concern for
leaders. A concern about the lack of growth in the North American churches about
a decade ago spurred the elders based in Ontario, Canada to seriously review
possible causes, and search for solutions. This series will be largely contributed by
some of those who were involved in those deliberations, and have continued to work
towards implementation of corrective action. However, the principles of spiritual
growth to be discussed in this series apply globally. And we should again say that
numbers are not the only measure of growth; the spiritual life of a church of God
may be vibrant even where numbers are small. But unless a reason for ongoing
smallness of numbers can be supported from Scripture (e.g. the effect of unremitting
persecution) the matter should not be ignored; growth should be a normal
expectation.

Which model to choose?
Readers will find many books on the shelves of Christian bookstores providing "how
to" type advice on church growth strategies. Some of these advocate practices that
are evidently successful in the business world. Others address methods found to be
effective from a numerical perspective in growing churches with congregations of
many thousands. Yet others aim for increasing numbers of converts to Christianity,
largely ignoring which church fellowship they join. While recognizing that there is
often something to be learned from others' successes, this series will pursue a
different course. The primary objective is to help those in churches of God to apply
biblical principles in their evangelism and ministry, so that God will be pleased to
bless with His growth. It is to be noted that God promised numerical growth to
Abraham's family (as cited above), and even from Ishmael nations would be
derived.5 However, God's primary concern was to bring blessing upon the promised
offspring, Isaac. We should not be surprised when organizations whose beliefs and
practices we might question succeed in growing; that alone is not necessarily a sign
that they are doing the right things in the right way. We are wise to validate all the
activities associated with these growing companies against clear scriptural
expectations, and not to be confused into seeking growth for its own sake.
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False growth
A further word of caution is appropriate at this point. Not all growth is good.
Christians have an adversary who thrives on counterfeit activity, and growth is no
exception. Numerical growth in particular can result from a compromise of the
demands of God's Word. And apparent growth in spirituality may hide a cancerous
growth of error.6 These are not new issues, as there are plenty of examples
throughout the Bible of God's people growing in numbers but growing further
from God in their spiritual lives, and no doubt such a problem will continue to be
seen.7 Such conditions may continue for a time, but God will not tolerate our failure to
correct them; if we do not act, He will bring about His own correction. For example, 2
Chron.36:16,17 provides a harsh warning, for it reminds us that Israel let matters get
out of hand until there was no remedy. God then reduced their numbers through
severe judgement. The word "remnant" is perhaps not familiar to many readers.
However, it is a term that God applies to the minority of His people left after
periods of corrective discipline have dispensed with the majority.8 Although it is not
the primary subject of this series, it is true to say that God has frequently resorted to
a minority, seeking faithful ones to rebuild and re-grow after the enemy has
successfully distracted the majority away into error.

Criteria for spiritual growth
Good growth in the things of God is evidenced by people increasing in their
obedience to His instructions. There are several ways by which we might measure
our need for growth and relative success in achieving it. These criteria will vary for
different areas of church activity. It is the intention as this series proceeds to establish
from Scripture criteria that can be seen to apply to nine key aspects of the life of a
church of God. We will consider collective worship; prayer; holy living; good works;
disciple-making (including evangelism); doctrine (study and teaching of the Word);
our relationship with the Lord; fellowship with each other; and mutual care and
support.
Although this is not the only possible way of classifying Christian activity, it is hoped
these will enable us to capture all the work of the Lord through disciples in a thriving
church of God, as authorized by the New Testament Scriptures. They are not
necessarily presented in all respects in a priority ranking. In each of the articles we
shall attempt to show from Scripture the relevance of the activities, by reference to
practices of the churches of God in the first century, AD. After the amazing start on
the Day of Pentecost,9 those early initiatives were typified by increasing numbers. It
was also a time when church practices were being established and uniformly
applied.10 It is the principles supporting that healthy growth that this series is
seeking to bring before us for
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consideration and consistent application.
It is necessary to note here that a united elderhood is a significant thing that God
uses as a means to ensure consistent and victorious spiritual growth among the
whole community of churches of God in the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord11. However, all Christian leaders must themselves be followers, as disciples of
Christ along with the rest of the people of God. A united elderhood is a key
requirement for sustained effectiveness, but it is not a sole condition. Rather the
whole of each church of God must be united in its attitude and activities if desired
spiritual growth is to be achieved. This is easily illustrated by Paul's appeal for
cessation of divisive activities in the Church of God in Corinth.12 Moreover, if we
judge that a church is doing well in one of the above areas, we must be conscious that
failure in another could still stunt its spiritual growth; consistency across all
dimensions is needed. Therefore a comprehensive review is necessary; we must
search out weak spots wherever they occur, and seek the help of God to address
them. Surely this is what He desires.

Personal considerations
You might wish to review the above list and ask yourself if there are any important
activities that are missed. Does the Bible command churches, and thus the disciples
forming them, to do something that would fall outside this lists
Secondly, in preparation for the rest of the series, you might wish to consider your
personal involvement in these matters. Are these priority issues for you? It is well
recognized that many of our readers are not numbered in churches of God, and may
in fact still be seeking the right place to serve God today. To these especially an
appeal is made in this series to consider carefully how these fundamental matters
require us to keep closely to the basic pattern of New Testament teaching; if we
depart from the Bible as our guide to Christian practice there is no alternative
measure of effectiveness. In this respect, please do not hesitate to contact the editors
of this magazine if you would like more information about Churches of God.
(l) Gen.l:28; Gen.9:1 (2) Gen.22:17 (3) Jn 15:2,8 (4) 2 Kgs.13:14-19
(5) Gen.17:19,20 (6) 2 Tim.2:17 (7) Matt.24:12; Rev.3:19 (8) 2 Kgs.19:30;
Isa.l:9; Isa.10:19-20 (9) Acts 2:1-12,41-47 (10) 1 Cor.4:17 (11) 1 Pet.5:l-10; 1
Cor.l:9 (12) 1 Cor.1:10
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Spiritual Feeding
Phil Capewell, Stoke-on-Trent, England
Some time ago, my attention was drawn to Job 9:25,26:
"Now my days are swifter than a runner;
They flee away, they see no good.
They pass by like swift ships,
Like an eagle swooping on its prey."
Job's 'runner' would, in all probability, be a messenger travelling on a camel (Esth.
3:13), capable of covering vast distances without pausing for food or water. The
'swift ships', made of papyrus or reeds, sped on their way assisted by river currents,
oars and sail to deliver perishable cargoes. The bird of prey, about which Job was
well informed (Job 39:26,27), swooped on its prey at speeds of over 250 kph.
Examples on land, in water and in the air impressed him as comparable to the rapidity
with which his days sped by.
So teach us to number our days,
That we may gain a heart of wisdom (Ps.90:12).
Not only does time fly, but the pace of life seems to be constantly gathering speed too.
This presents a danger to the Christian. In his book, 'The Forever Feast’, Paul Brand
writes with regret that 'mealtime tends to be buffet style. Food is grabbed from the
refrigerator as we rush out the door. We may even think our spiritual food should be
packaged so that we can take it on the run, with minimal interruption in our lives.
However, spiritual food should not be dished out by fast food restaurants. Our
spiritual food is life itself.' How important it is that we take time to digest the Word
of God!
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The Hebrew word translated 'roars' in Isa.31:4,
"As a lion roars,
And a young lion over his prey ..." is the same word translated 'meditates' in Ps.1:2,
But his delight is in the law of the LORD,
And in His law he meditates day and night.
Watching a lion with its prey, turning it over, this way and that, stripping it to the
bone before licking even that, perhaps hiding it and coming back to it later, gives us
the idea behind meditation. If s to be an unhurried, thorough and pleasurable experience
from which we are to derive maximum benefit.
Nature has always intrigued me. My father gave me an interest in it from early days.
Consequently, a passage that has interested me is Prov.30:26:
The rock badgers are a feeble folk,
Yet they make their homes in the crags.
From the Encyclopaedia of Bible Animals I learned that rock badgers are conies and
the Hebrew word is shaphan, meaning hiding. Although they are not truly cudchewing animals, their jaws are always on the move. The same word was given to
Josiah's scribe. He was called Shaphan. How he lived up to his name! Hilkiah the
high priest said to Shaphan the scribe, "I have found the Book of the Law in the
house of the LORD". And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, and he read it. ... Then
Shaphan the scribe showed the king, saying, "Hilkiah the priest has given me a
book." And Shaphan read it before the king (2 Kgs.22:8-10). Reading and rereading! Conies are well characterized as wise, though feeble. How much the people
of God need to emulate their chewing habits!
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Lifting hearts & hands
George Prasher, Manchester, England
I will lift up my eyes to the hills From whence comes my help?
My help comes from the LORD,
Who made heaven and earth. (Ps.121:1,2)
Lift up your eyes on high,
And see who has created these things,
Who brings out their host by number;
He calls them all by name.
By the greatness of His might
And the strength of His power;
Not one is missing. (Isa.40:26)
The eye of faith is lifted up to perceive the greatness and power of God in the things
He has made - in the mountains, symbolic of His eternal strength and majesty; in the
myriad galaxies, expressing His infinite wisdom, power and faithfulness. In the
above quotations the authors reflect the reassurance of looking by faith beyond all
earthly circumstance to find in the eternal God Himself our protection and spiritual
strength. Ps.121 brings home His remarkable ability and willingness to protect and
direct us individually lifelong. Through Isaiah God encouraged His people when
threatened by far mightier nations. In His sight the nations are as a drop in the
bucket, and are counted as the small dust in the balance (Isa.40:15).
How appropriate that we, too, as we enter another year, should afresh lift up our eyes
on high. In sending warm New Year greetings to our readers in North America and
the West Indies, Europe and Africa, Australasia and Asia, we realize that all have
cause for concern about the present world situation. There are the great international
problems, including war on terrorism, unresolved tensions in the Middle East,
Kashmir and elsewhere, and the threat of global economic recession. In many areas
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the levels of alcohol and drug abuse, racial and religious hatred, sexually transmitted
disease and violent crime all make for instability and a sense of insecurity. Yet still
today the believer's help comes from the LORD who made heaven and earth - to Him
let us continually lift up our eyes!

Uplifted hearts and hands
Let us search out and examine our ways,
And turn back to the LORD;
Let us lift our hearts and hands
To God in heaven.
(Lam.3:40,41)
Jeremiah wrote these words in the shadow of his country's disastrous defeat by the
Chaldeans. Jerusalem lay waste, thousands had been slaughtered and thousands
more taken into exile. The prophet and those with him who feared the LORD felt
deeply their need to seek Him earnestly - to lift up their hearts and hands to God. In
troublous times do we not also instinctively feel the need for self-examination before
Him, that if there is cause for correction and chastisement we might respond in true
exercise of heart and find the promised forgiveness and cleansing (1 Jn 1:9)?
The lifting up of our hearts and hands to God is from another standpoint invaluable
at such a time as this. Witness the upheld hands of Moses on the hilltop as he
pleaded for Israel in their conflict with Amalek (Ex.17:9-13). Christian influence
through prayer on behalf of Icings and all who are in authority is clearly taught in 1
Tim.2:2. Interestingly in that context the apostle writes: I desire therefore that the
men pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands (1 Tim.2:8). Is this an echo of the vivid
lesson from Moses' upheld hands? In serving the 'counsel of God' throughout Year
2002 may we be granted grace to fulfil a ministry of upheld holy hands on behalf of a
world in crisis!

Lift up your heads
It was the Lord Jesus who said to His apostles: Now when these things begin to happen
look up and lift up your heads because your redemption draws near (Lk.21:28).
Already in today's world we see developing trends towards the end-time scenario so
vividly depicted in the Book of Revelation and other prophetic areas of Scripture. In
God's wisdom times and seasons are not disclosed (Acts 1:7), but many remarkable
recent happenings do stimulate a heightened expectation of the Master's return. Not
that His return to the air for His Church depends on further end-time signs or political
developments. If throughout Year 2002 we have uplifted eyes, hearts and hands,
we'll 'walk tall' spiritually 'lifting up our heads' because our redemption is nigh,
and attuned to the apostle John's lovely desire, Even so, come, Lord Jesus
(Rev.22:20).
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The Epistle to the Romans

Introduction
John Terrell, Carlisle, England
It is probably true to say that no single book of the Bible has received more attention
and study than Paul's epistle to the Romans. It stands so monumental in the New
Testament scriptures that students of the Word have been attracted to its sweeping
statements and profound truths from the very beginning of Christianity. The early
Christian fathers were fascinated by Romans and one distinguished 20th century
Christian writer occupied many volumes in writing a commentary on it
Yet this book does not only challenge the intellect; it equally instructs and assures
the least academic reader about the glories of the gospel and the deeply caring
concern of our God for fallen men and women. The earnest believer in the Lord
Jesus Christ carries Rom.1:16 as a song in his heart: I am not ashamed of the gospel
because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes. And at
times of trial and difficulty, what words can compare with Rom.8:35-37: Who shall
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or
famine or nakedness or danger or sword? No, in all these things we are more than
conquerors through him who loved us.
In this series we shall consider some of the very precious truths expounded so ably by
the distinguished Pharisee of Tarsus, turned apostle of Jesus Christ. For the author of
this wonderful gospel treatise was endowed by God with considerable intellectual
powers, abilities in due course sanctified in the service of the God who revealed His
Son in Paul, and commissioned him as my chosen instrument to carry my name
before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel (Acts 9:15).
Now it's very plain in the opening chapter of Romans that Paul had never been to
Rome when he wrote this letter to
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the Church of God in that city. Rome was the heart of the most powerful empire
the world had seen, and its rulers claimed no less than deity for themselves. Paul
probably wrote from Corinth about 57 AD during his third missionary journey
and surely there was deepening in his heart a long-standing desire to visit Rome.
Paul speaks about this in Acts 19:21 "I must visit Rome also," he says, and soon
afterwards God assured him, as we read in Acts 23:11 at a time of great danger
and threat, "You must also testify in Rome." So in Rom.1:11 he says, I long to see
you so that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to make you strong. The
Christians in the Church in Rome soon realized that, even before they saw Paul
in the flesh, they were receiving a rich spiritual gift in the letter they held in their
hands.
The apostle in the very first verse declares his bondservant (and that means slave)
character in the service of Christ; his conviction of a call, and his special
consecration by God to the ministry of the gospel. Paul, a servant of Christ
Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God. He then relates
the gospel to the ancient prophecies of the Old Testament and immediately turns
the full spotlight, in sharp focus, on the person of the Son of God. Paul's gospel
was unmistakably regarding his Son, who as to his human nature was a
descendant of David, and who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with
power to be the Son of God, by his resurrection from the dead (by the
resurrection of the dead RV ): Jesus Christ our Lord (Rom.1:3,4).
A man of Paul's abilities might have chosen many a different career, and that of
diplomat might well have suited him. He deploys the skills of diplomacy with
total sincerity in the service of Christ. He says to the Church in Rome, I thank my
God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is being reported all
over the world (v.8). Here was a great spiritual teacher whom most of them had
never met, but he was well informed about them, he cared for them and he
prayed for them. God... is my witness how constantly I remember you in my
prayers at all times (Rom.1:9,10).
Having then assured them of his long-standing desire to visit them, he gladly
acknowledges his debt to all cultures, both Greek and 'barbarian', as the less
cultured nations were often known - and his deep sense of obligation to share the
riches of gospel truth with them. Then comes Paul's ringing declaration, I am not
ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of
everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. For in the gospel a
righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to
last, just as it is written: "the righteous will live by faith" (Rom.1:16,17). These
last words are, of course, a quotation from the Old Testament prophet Habakkuk,
and draw out the golden thread of the truth of justification by faith which was to
illumine the whole of this marvellous letter.
Biblical quotations from the NIV.
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'In the Time of Elisha the Prophet -

4. The Jar of Oil
Alan Toms, Leicester, England
The story of the widow with her jar of oil is one that holds a very pertinent lesson for
us. When her husband died she was left in deep poverty, so deep that the creditor
threatened to take her two sons as slaves in lieu of her debt. In her dilemma she came
to Elisha and he asked her, "What do you have in the house?" "Your maidservant has
nothing in the house but ajar of oil," she replied (2 Kgs.4:2). It was all she had, but
as we shall see, it was all she needed.
Elisha told her to borrow from her neighbours as many empty jars as possible, and
then, behind closed doors, to pour her oil into the jars and to set them aside as they
were filled. She and her boys got busy filling jar after jar and still the oil flowed. As
long as they had empty vessels, there was no limit to the supply. "Bring me another
vessel," she called, but there wasn't one. She had filled the last. And then the oil
stopped flowing. The lesson to our hearts is clear when we remember
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what God said about the two sons of oil in Zech.4, 'Not by might nor by power,
but by My Spirit,' says the LORD of hosts (Zech.4:6). And with that word we link
the Master's parting words to His apostles, "You shall receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me" (Acts 1:8).
In all our witness and service for the Lord we are completely dependent upon the
enabling of the Holy Spirit of God. There is a sense in which, like the widow's jar
of oil, He is all we have, but it is also true that He is all we need. The gracious
Holy Spirit, sharing with the Father and the Son the almighty power of Deity, has
come to indwell each of our hearts when we believe on the Lord Jesus. Do you
not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you
have from God? (1 Cor.6:19). Maybe we are sometimes apt to forget the
implication of this tremendous truth and, like the Corinthians, we need to be
reminded. The Holy Spirit, one of the Persons of the eternal Godhead, is living in
each of our hearts and one of the reasons is to enable us to witness to our Lord
Jesus and His power to save.
This will turn out for my deliverance through your prayer and the supply of the
Spirit of Jesus Christ, wrote the apostle Paul to the Philippians (Phil.1:19).
Notice the two things linked together: your prayer and the supply of the Spirit of
Jesus Christ. The one depends on the other. Behind closed doors the widow
worked away with her sons, where no eyes of friends or neighbours could see.
"When you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut your door, pray to
your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will
reward you openly" (Matt.6:6).
In the secret place, alone with God, we shall be strengthened with might through
His Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may dwell in our hearts through faith. It is
through faith, as we claim the rich promises of His Word. Such a promise as Jn
7:38,39, "He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will
flow rivers of living water." But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those
believing in Him would receive.
Let us learn well the lesson of the widow's jar of oil. There was an unlimited
supply as long as there were pots to receive it. God is able to do exceedingly
abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in
us (Eph.3:20). Who is able to do? God is able to do. And how? According to the
power that works in us, and that is the power of the Holy Spirit. Oh, let us learn
the lesson of God's unlimited supply and remember His word, "According to
your faith let it be to you" (Matt.9:29).
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Principles of Church Growth

2. Collective Worship
Philip Kennedy, Toronto, Canada
A church is enlarged in various ways, and different indicators must be used to assess
growth. One area where a church of God may have growth is with respect to its
collective worship. This article will attempt to describe some indications of maturity
applicable to worship gatherings, with a view to encouraging readers to pursue this
growth.
Preliminary Expectations
The nature of collective worship is succinctly expressed in Paul's ambition for the
church in Rome: that you may with one mind and one mouth glorify the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.1 As the context shows, such unity in worship is
only possible where there is sympathetic regard for one another as those whom
Christ has received. True collective worship requires more than merely meeting
together. Nonetheless, the whole church will consistently be present, any charge of
having forsaken the church gatherings being inapplicable.2 The Church of God in
Jerusalem set the example for all subsequent assemblies when the disciples
continued steadfastly ... in the breaking of bread.3
Keeping the Lord's Word
A slight digression may be helpful for readers less conversant with the practices of
the Churches of God. In these churches, the breaking of bread, or the
'Remembrance' as it is otherwise known, is established as the focal point of
corporate worship. On the first day of each week,4 when the church comes together to
eat the Lord's Supper, the Lord's death is proclaimed in the evocative symbols of
bread and wine.5 Our spiritual
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forefathers recognized that this was also an appropriate occasion for the assembly
to engage in united worship. At the same time, the church functions as part of a holy
priesthood offering up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ6
Christ-focused worship is an obvious outgrowth of the act of jointly remembering the
Lord in the symbols He ordained.
The Churches of God today point to this priestly service as evidence that we keep the
command of the LORD our God,7 warmly inviting others to be joined with us in
service, in accordance with the Scriptural pattern of a recognizable and
interdependent fellowship of assemblies.
The function of the holy priesthood, occurring at the Remembrance meeting, is to
render to God spiritual sacrifices of thanksgiving and praise through our Lord
Jesus Christ. These spiritual sacrifices consist in spoken words of worship,
appreciating the value and work of Christ. Brethren, who only may audibly worship
when the church is gathered,8 speak on behalf of the assembly when they give thanks
to God. Interspersed with such thanksgivings, the church will sing psalms, hymns
and spiritual songs9 containing suitable subjects and themes.
Evidence of Quality Growth
In seeking the one mind and one mouth that Paul commended to the Romans, what
are the observable indications that a church is healthy in worship? We would expect,
for example, that in a growing assembly the Remembrance will be joyfully
anticipated by all as the time when God's people come to express their delight in
Christ before God's throne.10 Then, as the church gathers, a visitor might note the
conduct and attitude of the saints is reverential and purposeful11. Everyone is aware
that the church is engaged in exalted and sacred service. The worshippers take care
to not unnecessarily distract others or detract from the holy beauty of the occasion.
As a result of brethren having gathered precious points from the Word of God by
private meditation, when the church assembles its appreciation of the person and work
of the Lord Jesus Christ will be fresh and honouring to the variegated ways Christ is
revealed in Scripture. Not that God is impressed by our ability to propound Biblical
information, but He has pleasure in those who continually seek to deepen both their
understanding and their appreciation of His beloved Son.
When worship is lively, the saints will have hearts that overflow with a good theme,
and brethren will be quickly on their feet to lead the assembly by publicly reciting
their composition concerning the King, with tongues like the flowing pen of a ready
(or skilful) writer12. Brethren who lead the assembly
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speak understandably and loudly enough for all to be able to share in the thoughts
expressed.13 A good degree of orderliness is exhibited throughout, for God is not a God
of confusion.14
Perhaps nothing accentuates the reality of collective worship more than when the
entire congregation, after attending closely to what is spoken, responds with a hearty
'Amen' to a brother's thanksgiving and praise. By this the assembly confirms that the
brother has been the 'one mouth' by which they have glorified God. Saying 'amen' is a
soundly scriptural practice - recall that Paul was concerned that nothing be done in
worship that would frustrate the possibility of saying an intelligent 'amen' to another's
giving of thanks,15 so it obviously matters to God that we do this. Our God is the
God of Amen16 - His people should be famed as the people of the Amen.
Believing the Spirit of God dwells in the temple of God,17 we should expect to see the
signs of the Spirit's overruling presence in the worship activity within God's house.
He is at work in the hearts of saints, preparing their offerings. We might also see His
leading by moving all brethren to the greatest possible degree of participation. The Old
Covenant command was none shall appear before Me empty18 which requirement
seems also to be reflected in New Testament language: Whenever you come
together, each of you has a psalm ...19 Spirit-filled brethren will show spontaneity,
consideration for others in the length of their thanksgivings, and sensitivity to the
Holy Spirit's direction in the worship themes that develop during the course of the
gathering. Generally, when these things are evident, the worshippers will be thrilled
by the sense of having had their worship orchestrated by the mind of the Spirit,20 and
of having jointly participated in service that affords God great satisfaction.21
Privileges of Drawing Near
We have briefly portrayed some features of collective worship to which the growing
church will aspire. We should also appreciate that collective worship is itself crucially
related to the growth of God's house. Peter demonstrates this relationship, writing of
those who, having tasted that the Lord is gracious, are coming to Him.22 As they keep
on coming to the Lord in the heavenly Zion they are being built up as a spiritual
house, he says.
In what way are these persons coming to the Lord? The ones who continue to come
have already been born again23 and baptized by immersion in water.24 The intent of their
coming is indicated by the particular word Peter employs.25 It means to 'draw near",
and is commonly used in the Greek translation of the Old Testament for drawing near
to God to hear Him speak, or of drawing near to offer sacrifices in His presence. The
Hebrews' author employs it particularly when he speaks of drawing near to God in
worship.26 So the purpose of worship
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appears to feature prominently in the 'coming' spoken of here; those 'coming' forming
a spiritual house and constituting a holy priesthood.27 As such, they become competent
to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. From Peter here we
learn the supreme importance of drawing near in collective worship in the divine
purpose of building up, or causing to grow, God's house. Our participation in
collective worship assures us of our integration as living stones into the structure of
the house.
The writer of Hebrews also shows a relationship between worship and God's house,
asserting, whose [i.e., God's] house we are if we hold fast the confidence and the
rejoicing of the hope firm to the end.28 This confidence is our boldness to enter the
Holiest by the blood of Jesus29. Similarly, the hope that must be held fast is one which
enters the Presence behind the veil,30 and is a better hope, through which we draw near
to God31 Therefore, having a hope that enters in, and being given confidence to enter,
we must continue to draw near to God with a true heart in full assurance of faith32.
Holding this hope firm to the end33 means holding it to its goal or conclusion, and makes
us partakers with Christ34 in God's rest. When we analyse the condition set out in
Heb.3:6 for constituting God's house, we can only conclude that, in an important
way, God's house takes its character from a people who are holding fast the Christgiven privilege of drawing near to Him in worship, just as Peter also describes.
Challenges
The worship meetings should be the crowning glory and joy of our entire Christian
experience. Yet the quality of collective worship depends on the extent to which the
whole church is committed to giving God what is His by right. Remember that the
substance and manner of the church's worship are markers of the assembly's overall
development. When worship is enfeebled through limited participation or staleness of
thought, the indifference to giving God His due will likely be accompanied by apathy
towards other saints and to evangelism, for these things are interrelated. Equally, a
deficiency in these areas might constrain our worship, for as John inquires, he who
does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not
seen?35
(1) Rom.15:6 (2) Heb.10:25 (3) Acts 2:42 (4) Acts 20:7 (5) 1 Cor.11:26 (6) 1 Pet.2:5
(7) 2 Chron.13:10,11 (8) 1 Cor.14:34 (9) Eph.5:19 (10) Ps.122:1; Ps.42:2,4 (11) Heb.12:28;
1 Cor.14:25 (12) Ps.45:1 (13) Ps.51:15; 1 Cor.14:9 (14) 1 Cor.14:33 (15) 1 Cor.14:16
(16) Isa.65:16 RVM; Rev.3:14 (17) 1 Cor.3:16; Eph.2:22 (18) Ex.23:15 (19) 1 Cor.14:26
(20) Phil.3:3 (21) Jn 4:23 (22) 1 Pet.2:4 (23) 1 Pet.1:23 (24) 1 Pet.3:21
(25) Gk: proserchomai (26) Heb.4:16; Heb.7:25; Heb.10:1,22; Heb.11:6; Heb.12:18,22
(27) 1 Pet.2:5 (28) Heb.3:6 (29) Heb.10:19 (30) Heb.6:19 (31) Heb.7:19 (32) Heb.10:22
(33) Gk: telos (34) Heb.3:14 (35) 1 Jn 4:20
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Men of Outstanding
Capability
Greg Neely, Toronto, Canada
That's what the men of the Hebronites are called in 1 Chron.26:31, men of
outstanding capability or mighty men of valour (RV)! Their relatives in the same
passage are called capable men or men of valour (RV), but these are men whose
capability or valour was even more notable in the investigation of David in the fortieth
year of his reign. We are told no more about the incident, but left to ponder what
makes a man one of outstanding capability. The original words imply a powerful
warrior, a strong man, a valiant man.
Who were the Hebronites? We read about their patriarch in Ex.6:18, the third son of
Kohath and brother to Amram (Moses' and Aaron's father), and thus an uncle of
Moses and Aaron. In David's day, a Hebronite named Jerijah (or Jeriah), whose name
means 'Jehovah sees', was the chief of 2,700 capable men whom King David made
overseers of the Reubenites, Gadites and the half tribe of Manasseh, concerning all
the affairs of God and of the king (1 Chron.26:32). The temple was not yet built, but
David was preparing, not just the materials, but the men for service. Who better to set
apart for legal matters and adjudication and the work of oversight than
outstandingly capable men?
It's interesting to note where these outstanding men were found when the
investigation took place. They were at Jazer of Gilead. In its history, Moses had sent
men to spy out Jazer and dispossess the Amorites who were there (Num.21:32). The
Reubenites, Gadites and half tribe of Manasseh wanted to remain in Gilead east of
the Jordan, and when they agreed to help their brothers conquer the land west of
Jordan, Moses gave them the land of Gilead. And the sons of Gad built...
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Jazer ... as fortified cities, and sheepfolds for sheep (Num.32:34,36). In
Josh.21:39, it was given to the Levites as one of their cities, Jazer with its pasture
lands. Men of outstanding capability for oversight were living in a place of sheep
and pastures. It seems to be a proper picture for those who would oversee all the
affairs of God and of the king. As someone has noted, it is hard to be a shepherd who
doesn't like sheep!
We read of a number of outstanding people in the New Testament, men and women
whose capabilities seemed to shine out among their brethren. There are the leading
men among the brethren of Acts 15:22. Rom.16 contains a list of men and women of
outstanding capability as well, Phoebe, Prisca and Aquila, and Andronicus and Junias
who are outstanding among the apostles, and Rufus a choice man in the Lord. What
sets a man or woman apart as outstanding, and choice in the service of the Lord
today?
Perhaps we get a clue in Acts 6 when seven men were to be chosen to look after a
particular task in the Church of God in Jerusalem. Who did the church choose under
the direction of the apostles? Men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and of wisdom
... and they chose Stephen, a manful! of faith and of the Holy Spirit... (Acts 6:3,5).
Certainly Heb.11:6 agrees that without faith it is impossible to please Him ... and one
chapter earlier describes the need for endurance in faith, concluding ... and if he
shrinks back, My soul has no pleasure in him (Heb.10:38). The apostle Paul speaks
to Timothy in his second epistle to him about the sanctified life of the disciple and
the need to cleanse himself from dishonourable men: Therefore if a man cleanses
himself from these things, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified, useful to the
Master, prepared for every good work (2 Tim.2:21).
Perhaps the work of the Lord for you involves shepherding sheep; perhaps it is
defending the fortified city; perhaps it is serving widows their daily food; perhaps
overseeing all the affairs of God and of the king! In the eternal perspective of things,
it really won't matter what others' assessment of our spiritual capabilities is. But
throughout eternity, it will indeed matter how God assesses our service, because it is
our service in His affairs! It is the service of the King!
(Biblical references from NASB except where otherwise indicated)
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God holds the Key
David Hyland, Middlesbrough, England
In these days of uncertainty, anxiety and curiosity cause people to ask what the future
holds. Recent events in America, Afghanistan and the Middle East, have
accentuated these feelings of uncertainty. An American spiritist has said, 'We are all
interested in the future, for the future is where we will spend the rest of our lives.'
A loving God has given Christian believers assurance of forgiveness, the gift of eternal
life and the promise of the Lord's return. He has, however, drawn a veil over the
future persona] life of all humans during their present life on earth. Believers, thankfully,
accept that the future is in God's hands. Relief that this is so is often expressed in the
words of the hymn:
God holds the key of all unknown,
And I am glad;
If other hands should hold the key,
Or if He trusted it to me,
I might be sad.
The hymn goes on to say: 'I cannot read His future plans'. Scripture encourages
believers to trust where they cannot trace. We can rest on God's promises because what
He promises, He is able to perform.
Many men and women decline to accept the possibility of divine revelation; they have
rejected God and exclude Him from their thinking. Nevertheless, the human mind
searches for meaning beyond the material things which can be seen. In this search
there is sometimes an attempt to reach out to the supernatural. Growing interest in
occult practices seems to be a global phenomenon; occultism being the study of
things hidden, mysterious or magical. This fascination with the occult is a sign of a
'sick' society reflecting a realization that material things do not satisfy all areas of
man's being. Fostering interest in the occult is one of the devices used by the
Adversary
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who has blinded the minds of unbelievers (2 Cor.4: 4 NIV). Occult practices fill the
'spiritual vacuum' in people's lives without making any demands for an accompanying
moral lifestyle.
More serious involvement with the occult may begin with people taking seriously
horoscopes which appear daily in newspapers and periodicals. In Britain and America
astroscopes are popular. These are computer programmes said to have a bank of 5
million pieces of astrological data. Clients supply details of the date, time and place
of birth; for a fee they are provided with a print-out of 5,000 words purporting to show
what the future has in store for the individual. Most horoscopes are so general and
deliberately ambiguous that almost anything can be read into them.
Some young people seem to think that activities involving an ouija board (playing
with a pointer and the letters of the alphabet to spell out a message letter by letter) is
harmless fun. Children do it for 'kicks', older people may do it from loneliness. Some
youth workers have been approached for help by young people who have suffered
from the effects of involvement with an Ouija board. It is said that personality change
has been observed in some who have taken part in séances. There is some evidence
that what may begin as dabbling can lead to an obsessive and compulsive interest in
the occult.
God's Word comprehensively condemns all occult practices. In the Old Testament
God gave Israel many warnings against having anything to do with evil spirits, magic
and witchcraft, divination and spiritism (Lev.19:26; Isa.8:19,20). In Old Testament
times, witchcraft was often linked with idolatry and human sacrifice (2
Kgs.17:16,17). Witchcraft and related practices are described as an abornination
(Deut.18:9-14). Magicians are represented as operating against God and His people
(Ex.7:11-13,22). That there are so many severe warnings against these practices is a
sure indication that they can be damaging. The Scriptures reveal all that men and
women need to know about the supernatural. We should not try to pry into what
God has not revealed: "The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but those
things which are revealed belong to us and to our children forever" (Deut.29:29).
We should, however, try to gain a deeper understanding of the revelation we have in
Scripture, including prophecy. How thankful we are that by His victory on the
Cross, the Lord Jesus Christ has defeated all the powers of darkness! Having
disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing
over them in it (Col.2:15). The Victor of Calvary has sealed the ultimate doom of the
Adversary.
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The Epistle to the Romans

2. Creator Revealed and
Rejected
John Terrell, Carlisle, England
We saw when we thought about Paul's opening words to the Roman Christians that
he very quickly stated in crystal clear terms the power and effectiveness of the
gospel which he was setting out to expound, the power of God for the salvation of
everyone who believes. And he spoke of the gospel revealing a righteousness from
God.
But before he develops the doctrine underlying this marvel of divine righteousness
imparted to men by faith, he must say something about a subject which is
inescapable, if very disagreeable, namely the wrath of God. The wrath of God is
being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who
suppress the truth by their wickedness (Rom.1:18).
Now the gospel preacher does not find himself readily warming to the subject of the
wrath of God. Perhaps he finds himself yielding to the temptation to play down this
disturbing reality. But in fact Paul has much to say about this matter in the epistle to
the Romans. It touches the ugly fact of human sin and depravity. It spells out the
inevitable response of a God of infinite holiness to the tragedy of human rebellion
against His laws. There is simply no escaping the awfulness of human iniquity and
disobedience which made necessary God's intervention in grace for man's salvation
and justification. Let it all be exposed in all its ghastly repulsiveness and, against that
blackness, divine grace in redemption will shine in all its glory.
For, as Paul says of men in Rom.1:21, although they knew God, they neither
glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him but their thinking became futile and
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their foolish hearts were darkened. Although they claimed to be wise, they became
fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal
man and birds and animals and reptiles. And then come the ominous words,
therefore God gave them over. He withdrew restraints and human sin and immorality
rushed in like a flood. It was the story of mankind in rebellion against God; they
refused to have God in their knowledge.
Paul knew that the Roman Christians would recognize the picture of what surrounded
them on every hand in Rome. And do we have any difficulty recognizing it today? It
sears the tongue to quote the litany of evil that the apostle lists: evil, greed and
depravity... envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice ... gossips, slanderers. God-haters,
insolent, ruthless and he adds, they not only continue to do these very things but also
approve of those who practise them (Rom/1:29-32). Far from being secretly ashamed
of their behaviour, they flaunted it and encouraged others to do the same. Paul showed
how God had revealed Himself to men: For since the creation of the world His
invisible attributes are clearly seen...so that they are without excuse (Rom.1:20).
We are reminded of Daniel's indictment of King Belshazzar who had ample reason
to appreciate the glory of God. But you ... O Belshazzar, have not humbled yourself,
though you knew all this... you did not honour the God who holds in his hand your life
and all your ways (Dan.5:22,23).
Nothing but the wrath of God could be invoked by such a debauched human
condition as Paul describes in Rom.1. But God's wrath is not like human anger
which is often irrational, bad-tempered, with ill-controlled emotions which distort
judgement. God's wrath, real and terrible as it is, is just and holy; it is truly righteous
indignation. We may feel like Martin Luther in speaking of God's love as 'God's own
work' and God's wrath as 'God's strange work.' These are the words Luther used.
But Paul was just preparing to expound the glory of divine grace and forgiveness. He
must first establish beyond all doubt the justice and tightness of severe judgement on
sin and wickedness. How acutely he was aware of the burden of human sin borne at
Calvary by the Son of God who, he said, loved me and gave himself for me
(Gal.2:20). Maybe, as well as keeping the blackness of sin and the awful reality of
God's wrath prominent in Christian witness to the unconverted, the Christian does
well to meditate more often and long on this sombre aspect of gospel truth.
Later in his letter Paul had occasion to remind the disciples how easily sin in all its
awfulness could taint their spiritual lives, even though the righteousness of God,
through grace, was eternally theirs by faith. Do not conform any longer to the pattern
of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, and again. Hate what
is evil; cling to what is good (Rom.12:2,9).
(Biblical references are from the N.I.V.)
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'In the Time of Elisha the Prophet '-

5. The Great Woman of
Shunem
Alan Toms, Leicester, England
When Elisha was passing through the town of Shunem, maybe on his round of visits to
the sons of the prophets, a godly woman invited him into her home. She recognized
him as a holy man of God. She is described in 2 Kgs.4 as a great or notable woman.
She was great, and not only in wealth. In hospitality, in discernment, in contentment
and in faith she was outstanding. With the agreement of her husband she provided a
room for the prophet in their home. It contained all he needed for a stop-over visit: a
bed and a table, a chair and a lamp. And Elisha greatly appreciated her kindness.
"He who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's
reward," (Matt.10:41) the Lord Jesus said, and Elisha was concerned that this woman
would receive her due reward. He would have spoken for her to the king, for he had
the power to do so, but that was not the woman's desire at all. "I dwell among my
own people," she said, indicating her remarkable contentment. She was not wanting
any of the king's favours.
But she did receive a handsome reward, even though she was not seeking it. To that
contented couple God gave the blessing of a son, their firstborn, and that late in life. A
few happy years followed and then the lad fell sick and died. The Lord gave and the
Lord took away, leaving her with an aching heart and a great unanswered question as to
the Lord's purpose in this. In her distress she sought out the prophet and this is where
her faith
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shines so brightly. Her word to her husband and later to Gehazi was "It is well," or as
the Hebrew has it, 'Shalom', peace! How could she say that when her boy's dead
body lay on the prophet's bed? Heb.11 gives us the answer, By faith... women
received their dead raised to life again (Heb.11:35). It was a wonderful
demonstration of faith. She believed that the God who had given life in the first place
was well able to give it again and therein lay her peace. And her faith was rewarded.
In her case God gave her back her son.
It does not always happen that way, but as Mr Spafford reminds us in his lovely hymn,
written not long after he lost his four girls in a tragedy at sea, God is able to give peace
even in adversity; even when everything seems to be against us. And He does it by
faith. Let us learn from the great woman of Shunem!
When peace, like a river, attendeth my way.
When sorrows, like sea-billows, roll;
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say,
"It is well, it is well with my soul."
(H.G.Spafford)
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Principles of Church Growth

3. Prayer
Philip Kennedy, Toronto, Canada
Do you consider 'your' church to be a praying church? Is your church experiencing
growth? A church of God dedicated to prayer is likely to be experiencing God's
increase; it is one of the criteria for such growth - which is the subject of this series.
Not marketing or organizational changes, but believing prayer, is a catalyst for Godgiven enlargement. While a commitment to prayer may not guarantee numerical
growth, it is essential if a church wants to know genuine blessing.
The brightness of the testimony of a church of God can also be related to its prayerlife. A church of God can grow in stature through an increasing commitment to
intercession for the surrounding community, and by widening the scope of its prayer
concerns. More zealous intensity in prayer will increase the power of the assembly
to affect the people around it, and the blessing it brings to others (see Gen.18).
While prayer's worth may seem self-evident, its necessity for spiritual progress is
sometimes respected more in theory than in practice. In the self-examination which
these articles are intended to provoke, readers may wish to first examine whether in
church prayer times they detect a sustained and fervent pleading for growth. Or is the
asking sporadic?

Prayer- a matter of fundamental importance
In the church prayers, God's people approach Him. Previously in this series we
observed that the building-up of God's house stems partly from the activity of
worshippers, those drawing near to God. whom the Hebrews epistle describes as
holding fast a confidence associated with appearing in God's presence.1 Prayer and
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worship are closely related in this respect. For instance, in the same section of
Hebrews we find that holding fast our Christian confession, and continuing to enter
into God's rest within His house,2 requires resort by prayer to God's throne of grace3.
This activity also involves a Christ-founded confidence of approach. We shift the
focus only slightly, therefore, when we draw attention to the fact that those whom God
brings to His holy mountain (see Heb.12:22) will be made joyful in His house of
prayer.4
When the Lord Jesus emphasized that God's house will be called a house of prayer,5
the admonition placed obligations upon those who now form God's dwelling place.
God's house is more than a 'structure' within which prayers ought to be offered,
which is the narrowest sense in which the expression a house of prayer might be
understood. Since the house is comprised of living saints in churches of God, the
saints themselves must in character be pray-ers. Therefore, as part of our education in
how to conduct ourselves in the house of God,6 let us each learn to be praying ones, or
else we undermine ourselves.
Furthermore, we believe it accurate to say that God's house actually depends upon the
offering-up of prayers for its full realization, just as it also depends on the drawing near
of worshippers. God's house is the gate of heaven:7 it can only fulfil this function if
heaven is being accessed by God's people. One of the ways heaven opens to us is
through collective prayer activity.8
How were these things evidenced early in this dispensation? Acts 1 presents the
unformed substance of what would later be born as the first church of God; such
churches being essential to God's purpose to have a 'spiritual' house of prayer formed
for Himself. The humble disciples who were together in the upper room immersed
themselves in supplications, turning the upper room into a prayer womb.9 Questions
such as who would take the apostleship of Judas were also made a matter of prayer
before the lot was cast.10 Out of these prayers, the Jerusalem church emerged under a
healed apostolic leadership, endued with Holy Spirit power, ready to testify with
convincing authority to the wonderful works of God.
The Pentecost converts sustained the same example, continuing steadfastly ... in the
prayers.11 This constitutes a charter responsibility for every church of God. Later,
in the face of threatening orders to cease preaching in the name of Jesus Christ, the
disciples prayed for boldness to speak God's Word.12 The power the disciples
received by their attendance in God's throne room was real, being demonstrable even in
Jerusalem's hostile streets.13 This fervent prayer activity underlay tremendous growth
in the number of disciples.
Prayer and fasting preceded the Pauline missions originating from Antioch;14
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guarded the discernment exercised in relation to the appointment of elders, necessary
for the safeguarding of the flock; and buttressed exhortations directed towards
establishing the churches in the faith.15 In everything by prayer and supplication, with
thanksgiving was axiomatic for the early church planters.

Prayer - some prerequisites
Prayer is serious work, undertaken by sober-minded Christians. Peter says, Be serious
and watchful in your prayers.16 Matters of everlasting consequence are affected and
effected by prayer. God grants us a moment to grapple with the Eternal, as worldhistory moves rapidly toward consummation. Christians whose minds are occupied
with frivolous and inconsequential matters must not expect that at the church prayer
meeting their heart will become burdened for the advance of God's kingdom.
Besides a serious-minded approach, what else does God expect from those making
up His house of prayer? Sanctification: for the men everywhere must lift up holy
hands, without wrath or disputing.17 Prayer must come from hearts unsullied by anger
toward fellow saints or opinionated battles with them. Faithful dedication: for we
must continue steadfastly in prayer.18 Brethren display this in persevering constancy
in their prayer requests, perhaps over years, without resorting to pointless repetition
or enabling the listening congregation to reliably predict the next sentence.
Submission to the Spirit: for we must pray at all rimes and on every occasion in the
power of the Holy Spirit.19 It is He in us, as the Spirit of adoption, who prays, and
enables us to pray.20 These public aspects of prayer must also be developed through a
strong personal prayer life.

Prayer - its scope and burden
In God's house of prayer the praying ones watch with all perseverance and
supplication for all the saints and especially for active gospel preachers.21 The
prisoners and persecuted in the Lord are to be empathetically remembered.22 We may
want to express a burden for churches with whom we have a particular affinity or
knowledge. Epaphras, a Colossian, is a New Testament example of this, labouring
fervently in prayer for his home church.23
Beyond the boundary of the churches, supplications, prayers, intercessions,
thanksgivings are to be made for all men, including all in governmental authority.24
Our prayer meetings must also be times of confession. God's great saints - for
example Jeremiah, Daniel, Neh.- sought God's forgiveness for the sins of God's
people, whose guilt they counted as their own. As with all aspects of prayer, we
should not allow our confession to become a mere formula. We must
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admit and repent from our own departures from God's ways if we would see others
walking in His paths.25 Therefore we must give thought to whether materialism,
spiritual pride, apathy in service, luke-warmness and such like have infected our
walk, which would call us to mourn before God.
Confession must be made with true heart-sorrow, from souls that truly grieve the
offence caused to the Holy Spirit. It would be sad to hear 'confession' that seemed
primarily intended to commend the one who prays, while the failings of others are
more criticized than sincerely mourned. Likewise confession is more than the airing
of a mere personal opinion which condemns the legitimate freedoms of others.
Errors like these are seen in the prayer of the self-justifying Pharisee.26
Prayer - a few practical pointers
In law, the advocate seeking to persuade a judge will begin by focusing on the relief
being sought. Arguments are formulated, and a line of reasoning developed, that
supports the hoped-for conclusion. So it is with prayers of intercession or
supplication. If we rise to make requests of God in public prayer, we should have
the desired outcome very much in mind. This should be clear to our hearers too.
We'll then cite scriptural example or principle, supporting our persuasion that what
we request is according to God's will. Saints rarely fail to feel the benefit of prayers
that are specific and expressed clearly, without using unusual expressions or
clichés.
The most beneficial prayer meetings are those in which it is evident there is a deeplyfelt burden, or a truly thankful appreciation for gifts received. Those present should
feel their human anxieties melt away as requests, with thanksgivings, are made in
faith.27 They will experience first-hand the blessing of collective prayer, expressed by
Paul in 2 Cor.1:2, You also helping together in prayer for us that thanks may he given
by many persons on our behalf for the gift granted to us through many. Many had
interceded on the apostle's behalf; many therefore rejoiced in his deliverance. Do we
sufficiently encourage sharing together in prayer?
Finally, two points about time at church prayer times. Time is limited. Therefore,
preliminary communications to the church need to be succinct, making clear points.
At the other end of the prayer meeting, however, let's not be 'clock-watchers'. If we
were to greet the meeting's end with more relief than regret, we would not have
grasped the value of prayer nor properly experienced communion with the Father
and the Son.
(1) Heb.3:6; Heb.10:19 (2) Acts 7:49 (3) Heb.4:14-16 (4) Isa.56:7 (5) Matt.21:13 (6) 1 Tim.3.15
(7) Gen.28:17 (8) Ps.22:3 (9) Acts 1:14 (10) Acts 1:24 (11) Acts 2:42 (12) Acts 4:29.30
(13) Acts 4:31.33 (14) Acts 13:3; Acts 15:40 (15) Acts 14:23 (16) 1 Pet.4:7 (17) 1 Tim.2:8
(18) Rom.12:12 (19) Eph.6:18 (20) Rom.8:15,26; Gal.4:6; Jude 20 (21) Eph.6:18,19 (22) Heb.13:3
(23) Col.4:12,13 (24) 1 Tim.2:1,2 (25) Ps.51:13 (26) Lk.18:9-14 (27) Phil.4:6
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The Open Ear
Eric Willis, Liverpool, England
Situated in the middle ear are three minute bones, the malleus, incus and stapes, so
named because they closely resemble a hammer, an anvil and a stirrup. They are
maintained in position by fine ligaments and convey sound waves from the ear drum
to a similar membrane on the other side. Inside the inner ear is a bony labyrinth and the
sound waves are conveyed, not through air, but through fluid. Those vibrations are
transformed into nerve currents and then transmitted by nerve fibres to the brain.
These 'inward parts', of which the psalmist speaks, fill us with awe and wonder
and truly cause us to exclaim: I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are
wonderful, I know that full well (Ps.139:14). It is through the ear that we are able to
receive sounds from the external world around us: human voices, bird songs and other
sounds of nature, music and the everyday sounds of life. Yet although there are so
many sounds around us, much is lost because we are not really listening. We hear,
yet we do not perceive what we hear; our ears are 'closed', we are so occupied with
other things that the sounds do not register in the mind. To really listen, we have to
be selective and sensitive to what we hear.
Mildred Cable, a missionary in China, tells how she once met a blind man who was
able to accurately reproduce and imitate the songs and call signs of many of the local
birds. When asked how he came by so much bird-lore, he replied, 'I just listen.' That
was the secret -just to listen.
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God speaks to us in many ways: through the things of nature, or events in the external
world, through His Word and by means of the 'inner ear' of spiritual perception. The
prophets of old were men whose ears were open to the voice of God: the}' stood in the
council of the LORD to see or to hear his word (Jer.23:18). Then they were sent out
to proclaim the word of the Lord to the people.
Many times in the Gospels the Lord challenged the people to give heed to what they
had heard: "He who has ears to hear, let him hear" (Mk.4:9). The parable of the sower,
in the nature of the soil, illustrates the varied response to the seed (the living Word).
There is the hard heart: the word is taken away almost as soon as it is heard. The
superficial heart hears the word, but has no depth to retain it. The preoccupied heart:
worries, cares and desires of other things render it unfruitful. Finally, the word that is
sown in the obedient and prepared heart produces fruitfulness. What lessons there
are for us to learn from this teaching of the Lord! Prayer is the means by which we
are able, in the quietness and stillness of His presence, to speak and communicate
with God our Father. Often, perhaps, we have a limited understanding of prayer,
regarding it as mainly making requests of God. But should not prayer include
communion, for listening to God plays a very vital part? The psalmist's desire was: I
will listen to what God the LORD will say (Ps.85:8). Samuel's ready response to the
voice of the Lord was a willingness to listen: "Speak, for your servant is listening" (1
Sam.3:10). He then responded to what he had heard. Listening and doing are
enjoined by James: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak ... Do not
merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says (Jas.1:19,22).
Amid a world of noise, and the many 'tempting sounds' we hear, may we know and
experience the blessedness of the 'open ear' manifested by the Lord Himself as the
pattern Servant. He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like one
being taught (Isa.50:4).
Master, speak; Thy servant heareth,
Waiting for Thy gracious word,
Longing for Thy voice that cheereth;
Master, let it now be heard.
I am listening, Lord, for Thee What hast Thou to say to me?
(F.R.Havergal)
Biblical quotations from the NIV.
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Which direction Islam?
George Prasher, Manchester, England
It's estimated there are about a billion Muslims in today's world, a formidable religious
influence! Broadly they divide into two groups, the Shias who are mainly in Iran or
Iraq, and the Sunnis, a large majority which includes ninety per cent of the Muslim
world. Within these two broad groupings there are many sub-divisions. Some of them
are extremist sects which have gained wide publicity because they tend to excite
violent activities in the name of Islam.
A notable example is the Wahhabi sect which originated in Saudi Arabia and has
been the country's official religion since 1932. This represented an extreme form of
puritan Islam; drinking alcohol or sexual transgression were punishable by death and
theft by amputation of the hand. Many Islamic terrorists have been linked with this
sect, including Osama bin Laden. He has denounced the Saudi royal family
(themselves Wahhabis) for allowing United States troops into Saudi Arabia during
and after the Desert Storm campaign. Wahhabism deplores the presence of Jews or
Christians (infidels) in the Arabian Peninsula.
Among Muslims in some countries where economic conditions are poor, there has
been popular agitation for a new order based on Sharia law, regarding this as the rule
of God. Yet many Muslims have no sympathy with Wahhabism or similar extreme
teachings, which claim to represent the real meaning of Islam.
Which direction will Islam take? Towards its extremist outworkings, or its more
moderate majority? In spite of the high profile given to fundamentalist extremists in
the media at present, balancing factors should be kept in mind. Islam's involvement
in ecumenical discussions with the Roman Catholic Church and other religious
groups has a moderating influence. Fundamentalist
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extremism is increasingly seen as disruptive to religious, social and political
relationships. There is also the influence of the so-called Muslim diaspora in Europe,
where about fifteen million Muslims have become established European citizens,
yet continue to practise their traditional faith. Their representatives have been quick
to denounce recent acts of terrorism and dissociate themselves from extreme Muslim
sects which have spawned so many suicide bornbers. A younger generation is seeking
to adapt Islam to their European environment by an interpretation of Muslim law
which is compatible with Western concepts of toleration and justice.
Nor has the unexpectedly rapid demise of the Taliban regime in Afghanistan been
without its moderating effect on policy regarding fundamental extremists in certain
Muslim states. This is notably in Kuwait, where the government had planned to
introduce strict sharia law, including public executions. Not only have these plans
now been abandoned, but charities supporting religious extremists have been
banned. In Yemen, Somalia, Palestine and Pakistan stronger restraints have been
imposed on terrorists.
However, even if the viewpoint of Islam's moderate majority eventually prevails,
this doesn't change the basic chasm of spiritual principle between Islam and the
gospel of Christ. Islam means 'submission' and a Muslim is a person submissive to
the will of Allah. The Koran is regarded as God's word, revealed through the prophet
Muhammed. There are five key 'pillars' which every Muslim is enjoined to believe
and practise:
1. Shahadah: the affirmation that there is only one God and Muhammed is his prophet.
2. Salah: the five daily ritual prayers.
3. Zakat: regularly giving to the poor.
4. Sawm: fasting from dawn to dusk throughout the month of Ramadan.
5. Haji: the pilgrimage to Mecca which every Muslim should make at least once in
a lifetime.
Islam is therefore essentially a faith which calls upon self-effort and religious
observance to attain acceptance with God. The words of Rom.10:3 are strikingly
relevant: For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and seeking to establish
their own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God.
Moreover, although the Koran makes reference to Jesus, and He is venerated as a
prophet alongside Abraham and Moses, Islam denies His Deity and atoning
sacrifice, and rejects the declaration that there is no other name under heaven given
among men by which we must be saved. (Acts 4:12)
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The Epistle to the Romans

3. The Judge of all the Earth
John Terrell, Carlisle, England
The second chapter of Romans is cast in very solemn hues. Human sin and
wickedness have been set out in uncompromising terms. Now, before Paul begins to
move on to his main theme of divine intervention in grace through Jesus Christ, he
must issue a salutary warning which seems to be directed mainly to his fellow Jews.
The opening words of Rom.2 are:
You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else, for
at what point you judge the other, you are condemning yourself because
you who pass judgment do the same things. Now we know that God's
judgment against those who do such things is based on truth. So when you,
a mere man, pass judgment on them and yet do the same things, do you think
you will escape God's judgment? Or do you show contempt for the riches of
his kindness, tolerance and patience, not realizing that God's kindness leads
you towards repentance?
These severe words suggest that Paul, a Pharisee by upbringing and training, was
very conscious of a tendency for Jews in his day to point the finger at others' sins
while trivializing their own. The Lord Jesus charged the Pharisees and scribes, the
ultra-religious Jews, with serious hypocrisy.
It seems to be a similar concern that Paul had in his mind at this point in his writing,
although the principle applies to Jew and Gentile alike. His words here suggest that
the apostle is addressing men in general and Jews in particular. He seems to be
directing his remarks to a wider audience than those in the Church of God in Rome.
This is a feature of this epistle and its universally important teaching. The brothers
and sisters in the Church,
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receiving his letter, would understand how he was writing. They would recognize
a very universal appeal to the human heart as well as teaching for the Church
itself. So let Jews, says Paul, however orthodox in their religious practices,
beware of this danger of hypocrisy. In fact, the apostle sharpens the issue for
them in the last two verses of chapter 2. He writes, A man is not a Jew if he is
only one outwardly... No, a man is a Jew if he is one inwardly... Such a man's
praise is not from men. but from God.
In the verses between, Paul explains something which is not set out so plainly
anywhere else in the New Testament. That is that God, the righteous Judge of all
the earth will pass judgment quite impartially on all men whatever their lifetime
circumstances, and whenever they lived in human history. For it is in this passage
of Romans that we have the words,
For God does not show favouritism. All who sin apart from the law will also
perish apart from the law, and all who sin under the law will he judged by the
law.
And again,
when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature things required by the law,
they are a law for themselves, even though they do not have the law, since they
show that the requirements of the law are written on their hearts, their
consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts now accusing, now even
defending them. This will take place on the day when God will judge men's
secrets, through Jesus Christ, as my gospel declares.
All of this ties in perfectly with what the Lord Himself taught the religious Jews
of His day. He said, as recorded in Jn 5:28-29, "A time is coming when all who
are in their graves will hear His voice and come out, those who have done good
will rise to live, and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned. "To be a
Jew by birth would not by itself ensure God's approval in the day of judgment.
And to be a non-Jew who had never heard of the law of Moses would not
condemn a person at the final assizes.
There is a close correspondence between a person's heart condition and his
actions. So Paul writes of God judging by works, as James also taught. Faith
(meaning profession of faith), James said, without works is dead (Jas.2:26).
There is always some outward evidence of true faith. Although the glorious
burden of Paul's subsequent teaching in Romans is justification by faith, there is
no conflict with the approach to divine judgment indicated here. What is revealed
here with a clarity almost unique in the New Testament, is that men and women
down through history, who never enjoyed a revelation from God such as the Jews
had in the law of Moses, will be judged by the response of a God-given
conscience - a response either of repentance and faith, or of unbelief, towards
what may be known about God ... because God has made it plain to them
(Rom.1:19).
Biblical quotes from the NIV
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'In the Time of Elisha the Prophet'-

6. Multiplying Bread
Alan Toms, Leicester, England
There was a famine in the land when Elisha came to Gilgal to meet the sons of the
prophets. But there was a man from Baal Shalisha who had done some reaping despite
the famine and he brought to Elisha the firstfruits of his harvest, twenty barley
loaves and some newly ripened grain. Normally he would have taken it to God's
house, but the ten tribes were not encouraged to go to Jerusalem, so he did the next
best thing and brought it to God's prophet. Elisha told his servant to use it to feed the
people. There were a hundred men in the place and the servant protested at the
impossibility of feeding so many with so little. But he had not reckoned on the
power of God, of course. Elisha simply repeated the instruction, "Give it to the people,
that they may eat," and then he added, "for thus says the LORD: 'They' shall eat and
have some left over.'" It was a word from God and no word of His is void of power (1
Kgs.4:42-44).
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God multiplied the loaves according to His promise, they were all fed and there was
some left over. And so there was on the day the Lord Jesus fed five thousand men
with five loaves and two fishes; and also when four thousand were fed with seven
loaves and a few fishes. In both cases, it was a question of hungry multitudes and
unbelieving disciples. "Send the multitudes away," the disciples said. "They do not
need to go away," the Master replied "You give them something to eat." And when
they brought their few loaves and fishes and placed them in the Master's hands. He
multiplied them to satisfy the need of every hungry person there. Not one of them
went away unsatisfied. And He did it through the disciples. That precious and
important point we must notice carefully (Matt.14:15-21). It has been said so often
before, but we must say it again, as long as there are spiritually hungry multitudes
around us, as long as men and women, boys and girls who touch our lives are dying
without having eaten of the bread of life. The food passed from His hands to the
disciples' hands, so it actually came true, they did give them to eat.
They gathered up baskets full of broken pieces when the meal was over. There was
enough and to spare. There always is in our heavenly Father's bountiful supply, but
how shall His rich supply reach the hungry hearts of those around us unless we learn
this vital lesson and are willing to put our little into His almighty hands? Put it
another way. For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord
over all is rich to all who call upon Him ... How then shall they call on Him in whom
they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not
heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? (Rom.10:12-14). How indeed!
How shall they hear unless we are willing for it to be through our lips? Shall we
not have a burden to carry to them the glorious message of the One who satisfies
the longing soul and fills the hungry soul with good?
He blessed and broke and gave. That is what the gospel record says. With His
blessing, there is no limit to what the Lord can do with the little we are willing to put
into His hands.
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Principles of Church Growth

4. Holy Living
Edwin Neely, Brantford, Canada
A doubting disciple once asked a military general what he thought about the
possibility of carrying out such commands as evangelizing the whole world, or living
a holy life in the midst of a sinful and perverse generation. The general answered that
the soldier or the bondservant never asks what is possible: he merely does his utmost
to carry out his orders.

What are our orders?
Peter, who had all too profound a knowledge of failure in the matter of holiness, was
the apostle used to remind us of the commandment of the Lord1: He who called you is
holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, because it is written, "Be holy, for I am
holy." Peter was quoting from Lev.11, a chapter describing rules of conduct for those
who as a priesthood followed the LORD. The description found in this chapter nicely
defines holiness: separation from the unclean, and separation to the pure. Can those
who serve God in priestly capacity today seek anything less than separation from that
which defiles and separation to the One who has made us pure? The Christian
believer is in a tug-of-war. Satan would separate us from godliness through sin.
Christ would separate us from sin to godliness. There is nothing in us naturally that
responds to the Lord; there is in each of us a sinful tendency that responds to Satan.
Christ alone could say that Satan had nothing in Him. We reflect instead that which
Paul felt most deeply: O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this
body of death?2 Is it possible in view of our natures to live in the beauty of holiness?
What are our orders?
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The secret of holy living
Paul tells the Romans (Rom.12:1) and us the secret of holy living: I beseech you
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. He also lets us
know that attainment of holy living is a gradual thing demanding constant cleansing
from the sinfulness that finds an answer in the 'old man' resident within us3 and a
pressing on to a growing, maturing holiness, a progressing practical sanctification,
an increased Christlikeness: beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of
the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.4

The Holy Spirit's enabling
The Holy Spirit, so holy, so often grieved and even quenched, works with our spirits
to enable us. He loves us and His constraint is the action of divine love. This
progression of perfecting holy living is the kind of thing we see in the life of Peter and
evidenced in the faithful serenity we observe in the elderly apostle John. Amid
unspeakable trials, and given the most moving revelations, they remained serene and
immovable. We can observe it also in the lives of godly saints around us, men and
women whose experiences, both publicly in life and hidden with the Lord, have
developed and are developing in them a quietness and confidence that can be a
tremendous source of strength to us all. They purvey for us in their daily walk the
qualities of the fruit of the Spirit5: love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. And in their imperturbability they
generate quietude. Ancient Joshua gave a prescription and commitment that
many readers will already have made personal: "As for me and my house, we will
serve the LORD."6

Consciously avoiding sin
The avoidance of sin should be a very conscious activity in the life of every believer.
A life of sanctity is necessitated by our calling: Only let your conduct be worthy of the
gospel of Christ;7 walk worthy of the calling with which you were called8 And it is
prescribed by the future: Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what
manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness.9 It is called for
because each believer is a temple of the Holy Spirit. It is the evidence of the thing
into which we have been called, a
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holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling
place of God in the Spirit.10 God Himself is glorious in holiness11 and everything
associated with Him is holy: His Spirit, His house and all in it, His priesthood. His
nation, His calling, His Son. To all this we are also called, and to His holiness we
must give practical expression. The Lord said He would never leave us nor forsake
us.12

A recipe for holy living
Consider for a moment the holiness of the Son of God. Gabriel commented on it,
demons testified to it, those who had seen His walk spoke to God about Your holy
Servant Jesus. He called Himself holy, addressing His Father as, "Holy Father ...We
are one." This same One who walks with us, one with us, desires that that walk be a
holy one. Paul rejoiced over believers in Rome: But God be thanked that though you
were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you
were delivered. And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of
righteousness. 13 'Slaves of righteousness' - that's the recipe for holy living.

Some far-reaching consequences
We don't live to ourselves. The extent of the holiness of my daily living reflects
upon the witness of the gospel, the testimony of the saints among whom I live and
worship, and upon men's reception of the Lord Himself. Even if my actions remain
unobserved by those around who watch, lack of holiness undermines my communion
with Christ and affects the spirit of unity with fellow-believers. The old hymn says:
Forgive the sins I now confess to Thee.
Forgive the secret sins I cannot see.
Constant confession and waiting upon the Lord are necessary tools for the
development of holy living.

Building upon one another
Perhaps we too often forget or neglect the fact that other believers, fellow-strugglers
against all the wiles of the devil, build upon our successes in overcoming the evil
one. These little victories in our lives engender strength in others, just as evidence of
commonly understood standards of purity and godliness in their lives encourage us in
our fruitfulness. We build upon one another. We can also discourage our fellows by
our behaviour, like the stone in a house, which displayed characteristics of a plague in
Lev.14, if the infection were not corrected or the stone removed, the whole building
would be infected. A little leaven can affect the whole lump. If we are truly subject to
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the Lord and His commandments, if the love and care for each other that is enjoined
upon us by the Lord is evident, all men will know that we are His disciples and that
such discipleship is much to be desired. Christian believers who walk and work with
us to a common end will be blessed. Those who did not know subjection and who
lacked the love of God in the past caused other people instead to blaspheme.14 How
sad if the lack of holiness in my walk should cause such disrespect to God in
others!

Traps to avoid
Of course, there are things to guard against in this matter of trying to live a holy life,
traps to avoid. One of them is using a supposed standard of holiness as some sort of
self-aggrandizing comparative issue. God took a very dim view of some in Israel who
did so, deprecating their behaviour in Isa.65:3,5:
A people who provoke Me to anger continually to My face;
...Who say, 'Keep to yourself,
Do not come near me,
For I am holier than you!'
An exemplification of those words was uttered against such people all through Matt.23.
God does not much appreciate those with superior attitudes; folk who compare
themselves with others with any kind of disdain in this matter of holiness are
hypocrites because any such claim is unholy! Christ never ceased to be holy, yet He
ate and drank with sinners; allowed a sinful woman to wash and anoint His feet; spent
time with the raving maniac who further defiled himself by running naked amid the
tombs. He came to seek and save the lost, and that could not be accomplished by
shunning their company, then or now. We serve a God who cares, a Lord to whom all
souls matter. Separation does not mean isolation. Like God, we must hate the sin and
love the sinner, and we must beware of any hint of a 'holier than thou' attitude. Some
have entertained angels unawares. We might wonder just in what form they
appeared.
We return to that doubting disciple and his question: Is it possible...? With God all
things are possible!

(l) l Pet.1:15,16 (2) Rom.7:24
(3) 1 Jn 1:8,9
(5) Gal.5:22,23 (6) Josh.24:15
(7) Phil.1:27
(9) 2 Pet.3:11
(10) Eph.2:21,22 (11) Ex.l5:11
(13) Rom.6:17,18 (14) Rom.2:24
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(4) 2 Cor.7:l
(8) Eph.4:1
(12) Heb.l3:5

'In the Time of Elisha the Prophet'-

7. The Axe-head Raised
Alan Toms, Leicester, England
Above the mantelpiece in a tiny home where an old missionary lady was spending her
closing days there was a wooden text with the words 'the iron did swim'. "Did you
ever see iron swimming?" she asked, with a twinkle in her eye. It was obvious she
reckoned she had, and she went on to recount some of her experiences when the Lord
had stepped in and done things which seemed to be impossible. The quotation comes
from the story of Elisha, when at the request of the sons of the prophets he had
accompanied them to Jordan to build a larger place for them to live in. As one of
them worked away at cutting the wood his axe-head fell into the water, and he cried
out in his distress, "Alas, master! For it was borrowed " Elisha's response was to
ask exactly where it fell and, cutting a stick, he threw it into the water at that spot, and
the Bible record says, he made the iron float, or as the A.V. says, the iron did swim (2
Kgs.6:6).
Only God could make that happen, of course. Humanly speaking, it was impossible.
But is it not true that sometimes God intervenes in our lives doing seemingly
impossible things in order to demonstrate His power and encourage our faith? God
loves to stimulate our faith. "Is anything too hard for the LORD?" was the question He
put to Abraham when He promised him and Sarah a son in their old age (Gen.18:14).
It was left to Jeremiah to provide the plain answer to that question when he said,
'There is nothing too hard for You' (Jer.32:17). Through deep experiences in life
Jeremiah had watched the Lord doing wonderful things, delivering him in times of
great danger and his faith had been strengthened as a result.
And ours will be also. God may put our faith to the test at times and, as we learn to
trust Him, we shall be strengthened for the next experience (1 Pet.1:7).
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Tragedy in Nigeria and
Congo
George Prasher, Manchester, England
Two tragic disasters in Africa hit the headlines early this year - the volcanic eruption
in Eastern Congo and the munitions explosion at a military depot in Lagos,
Nigeria.
First came the 'natural' disaster in Congo, altogether beyond human control. A flood
of red hot lava poured through the Goma area, devastating the town, claiming many
lives and forcing thousands to flee their homes and seek refuge in neighbouring
Rwanda.
Just weeks later fire broke out at the Ikeja army barracks in Lagos. It spread to an
adjacent munitions depot, causing multiple explosions for several hours. The army
complex was situated near residential and industrial areas, resulting in widespread
damage to property and heavy loss of life. Fleeing in panic from flames and heat,
many stumbled into swampy local waterways and were drowned.
We have felt deep concern for the thousands who have suffered in these calamities.
From our readership in Lagos has come welcome news of being spared from injury
or bereavement. Thankfully they acknowledge God's protective care. In such crises
the Christian believer instinctively looks above for God's help, sharing the trust of
the psalmist who wrote:
I will say of the LORD. "He is my refuge and my fortress;
My God, in Him will I trust."...
You shall not be afraid of the terror by night...
Nor of the destruction that lays waste at noonday.
Yet the Christian is not promised immunity from injury, death or financial loss when
disaster strikes. So often superb Christian faith and courage have shone out
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through the blackness of tragic suffering, greatly to the glory of God. By contrast,
many people profess to find it difficult to believe in God because of natural disasters,
human cruelty and universal disease. How can there be an all-loving and all-powerful
God, they reason, when such human anguish is allowed to continue? The Bible
throws light on this deeply perplexing question, and invites our trust in what God
has chosen to explain. It counsels us, however, also to trust God's perfect wisdom
and love regarding questions to which He has not seen fit at present to give us all the
answers. We do well to share David's attitude when he wrote:
LORD, my heart is not haughty.
Nor my eyes lofty,
Neither do I concern myself with great matters,
Nor with things too wonderful for me. (Ps.131:1)
The Book of Job describes an experience of deep suffering in the life of a great saint of
God, and reveals the high spiritual purpose which lay behind God's permission of
undeserved affliction. As Job endured grievous bereavement, sudden loss of all his
wealth and painful, degrading illness, he was unaware of the spiritual issues at stake,
issues so vital to the honour of God. Yet he clung to God in faith. As his wife reeled
under the impact of his fearful ordeal she declared: "Do you still holdfast to your
integrity? Curse God and die!" A terse statement which reflects the attitude of many
who readily blame God for human suffering, or indeed renounce His very existence.
"You speak as one of the foolish women speaks," Job replied. "Shall we indeed
accept good from God, and shall we not accept adversity?"
While holding fast his integrity, Job nevertheless wrestled in anguish of mind with a
sense of injustice, longing to lay his case before God and be given reasons for his
calamity. Remarkably he was not given an explanation! Instead God reminded Job of
the awesome divine wisdom and power so evident in the marvels of creation; as if to
say, 'In the light of this which you know, will you not trust me to act justly and wisely
in all things?' The point got home to Job. He admitted to God, "I have uttered what I
did not understand, things too wonderful for me, which I did not know."
Nor must we allow things which we do not know or understand to prejudice us against
accepting the massive evidence in creation of God's everlasting power and divinity
(Rom.1:20). In addition we have clearly confirmed evidence of His redemptive
purposes in Christ. As to matters not yet revealed, including deep divine purposes in
tragic sufferings, faith awaits that day when we shall know even as we have been
known (1 Cor.13:12).
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The Epistle to the Romans

4. Universal Sin and Divine
Righteousness
John Terrell, Carlisle, England
Coming now to Rom.3, we find the apostle Paul ready to lay on the line, quite
unmistakably, his principal thesis concerning divine grace and justification by faith.
Before he does so, however, he disposes of a hypothetical case which might be
argued, and indeed underlay much perverse Jewish thought about national privilege
and responsibility. The tragedy was that the Jewish race tended to lay jealous claim to
such privilege without a balancing acknowledgement of their responsibilities.
When Paul throws out the question (Rom.3:1), What advantage, then, is there in
being a Jew, or what value is there in circumcision? it is as though he is confronting
a debater who is contesting the case he has made up to this point. So really, this
person says, there is no difference between Jew and Gentile. Not so, says Paul, the
Jews were greatly privileged to have God's law, God's oracles or commandments to
regulate their lives.
Furthermore, you cannot argue that, because some Jews were unbelieving and
unfruitful, God had broken His promise to the Jewish nation in condemning them.
Paul's actual words are, What if some did not have faith? Will their lack of faith
nullify God's faithfulness? Not at all! is the answer to that. As already explained in
chapter 2, Jewishness as far as God is concerned, is Jewishness of the heart, not just
by natural birth. All men of whatever race will be judged justly.
But, says our wriggling debater in Rom.3:5, if our unrighteousness brings out
God's righteousness more clearly, what shall we say? That God is unjust in
bringing his wrath on us? Again he says, in effect, 'if my untruthfulness serves to
show up God's truthfulness to
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His glory, surely that is a good thing and we might as well do evil in order to show
up God's righteousness.' But such an argument is wholly contemptible, and will be
shown to be so when we come to consider the cost of the redemption provided by
God to deal with human sin.
Paul goes on to make a composite quotation from several psalms and from Isaiah, a
common practice of rabbis in their teaching. The Old Testament Scriptures served to
establish beyond all doubt the truth of universal guilt before God. "There is no-one
righteous, not even one" (Rom.3:10). And the scriptures cited make very plain that the
character, words and behaviour of men are all uniformly defiled and depraved. "They
have together become worthless; ... Their mouths are full of cursing... and the way of
peace they do not know."
Rom.3:19-31 now present in choice and succinct terms the very heart of what the
apostle Paul calls my gospel. No-one will be declared righteous in His sight by
observing the law; rather through the law we become conscious of sin. But now a
righteousness from God, apart from the law, has been made known, to which the
Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness from God comes through faith in
Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the
redemption that came by Christ Jesus. Yes, all that I have been saying, says Paul,
about universal human sin, is summed up in, all have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God, but (a glorious but) there is justification based on divine grace, and all resting
on the redemption made by Jesus at Calvary. For we read, God presented him as a
sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. God, indeed, is just and the one who
justifies those who have faith in Jesus. It is the language of the law courts, and it took
a lot of coming to terms with for Jews who were steeped in the idea of retribution for
evil. It is also the language of the slave market, redeemed when helpless to liberate
oneself.
The apostle is going to proceed in his letter to elaborate on this marvellous theme,
but one issue must first be settled beyond doubt. Where, then, is boasting? It is
excluded. On what principle? On that of observing the law? No, but on that of faith.
Let human pride be forever buried far out of sight. For we maintain that a man is
justified by faith apart from observing the law. Furthermore, never let the notion
surface again that God is the God of the Jews exclusively. Is God the God of Jews
only? Is he not the God of Gentiles too? Yes, of Gentiles too. And before anyone
argues that this somehow nullifies the law, let it be stated unequivocally, Rather, we
uphold the law. We shall see presently, as Paul develops his triumphant theme of grace
and justification, just how eloquently he vindicates the law and its true purpose,
beginning with Abraham and his very early experience of God and His purposes.
Biblical quotations from the NIV
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True Witnesses All
Roy Dickson, Melbourne, Australia
When the Lord Jesus drove out the money-changers from the Temple with a scourge
of cords, as described in Jn 2, He must have made enemies of the Jewish leaders.
They demanded to know what His authority was for this strong action. His answer in
Jn 2:19, referring to His subsequent death and resurrection, probably puzzled more
than enraged them at the time. It was, however, to be used out of context against Him
by His accusers at His trial (Matt.26:61). Repeatedly His words were twisted, His
actions misconstrued and His kindness reciprocated with hatred. So much so that
when the wonderful healing by Jesus of the man at Bethesda's pool became public
knowledge, the fact that it had happened on a Sabbath caused the Jewish leaders to
persecute Him (Jn 5:16). When He spoke of God as His Father, their hatred
deepened to such an extent that His murder became their desire (Jn 5:18). The Lord
Jesus was aware of this (Jn 7:1), as were at least some people 'in the know' in
Jerusalem (Jn 7:25), prompting Him to keep a low profile for some time (Jn 7:10).
Then, on the last day of the feast of tabernacles, He revealed Himself and made a
marvellous all-embracing appeal: "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink"
(Jn 7:37). In so doing, He was putting Himself in a dangerous position, but it was not
His time to be delivered up to death. What an opportunity this was for right-thinking
Jews to imitate Nicodemus (Jn 3), and go to Him, hear His words, and recognize Him
as the Christ.
Instead, those Jews waited and waited until a moment would come when they could
pounce. They thought that moment had come when the Lord cried out to all who
would hear, "I am the light of the world" (Jn 8:12), the "I am..." statement
indicating clearly His
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Jehovah God identity (compare with Ex.3:14 and Ex.6:2). So they went on the
offensive: "Here you are, appearing as your own witness; your testimony is not valid"
(Jn 8:13) they exclaimed. They thought they had caught Him out this time. Had they
remembered His earlier statement in Jn 5:31 when He said "If I testify about myself
my testimony is not valid?" Did they now feel the Lord was contradicting Himself
when He asserted He was the light of the world, but gave no supporting authority?
Jesus answered, "Even if I testify on my own behalf my testimony is valid, for I know
where I came from and where I am going" (Jn 8:14).
The Lord Jesus had no confidence in the corroboration of human witness. He had
declared in Jn 5:31-40 that His Father and the Scriptures had borne testimony as to
who He was and the works that He did, rather than proclaim His own personal
authority. He rested on God His Father's witness and the Old Testament
Scriptures of which He said, "These are the Scriptures that testify about me, yet
you refuse to come to me to have life" (Jn 5:39,40). Without the shadow of a doubt,
the Pharisees had been storing up any possible word or deed which they could use to
discredit Him and make Him out to be a fraud.
We can be equally certain, however, that the Lord knew exactly what was in their
heart and mind: He did not need man's testimony about man, for he knew what was in
a man (Jn 2:25). He was not caught off guard, nor had He contradicted Himself in
elaborating: "Even if I testify on my own behalf my testimony is valid" (Jn 8:14). His
words in Jn 5:31, spoken following the healing of the man by Bethesda's pool,
demonstrated that even though God was His Father and He was co-equal with the
Father, He had not come to earth to act in independence of will from the Father: even
as Son of God He was subject to His Father. Thus He claimed that the corroborating
witness of the Father and the Scriptures underpinned His words and His acts. In no
sense was the Lord saying that His witness was not true out of modesty or due to
lack of impartiality. The emphasis in Jn 5 is on the fact that as a Son He obeyed the
will of the Father (see Jn 5:30).
When we reach the "I am..." statement of Jn 8, we have revealed in glorious selfutterance the Lord's deity, even as Son, co-equal with the Father. He then refutes the
Pharisees' objection to His bearing witness to Himself because His "I am..."
statement is coupled with the Father's witness (Jn 8:18) and has
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equal validity with the Father's. He and the Father were One (Jn 10:30). We may
suggest, therefore, that as the Jews' desire to kill Him increases, so there is a
progression in the basis of the authority for His actions and words, from the obedient
Son, subject to the Father and in accordance with the Scriptures (Jn 5), to His Selfwitness as equal in the Godhead with the Father (Jn 8).
Between Jn 5:31 and Jn 8:12-14 there is no contradiction and no shifting of ground.
He was both perfect Man and holy God in Jn 5 and Jn 8, identifying different facets
of His character: subjection in the former and His deity as Jehovah the Son shining
brightly in the latter. Remarkably, again in Jn 8:29 the Lord Jesus shows that even as
Jehovah the Son His overriding desire was to please His Father: "I always do what
pleases him."
The Lord Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and for ever (Heb.13:8).
Despite the fact that the Jews who wished Him dead had their way, the witness to His
unique Person was further ratified in a manner of which they had no conception. It
is again John who tells us that... there are three who bear witness, the Spirit, and the
water, and the blood: and the three agree in one (1 Jn 5:8 RV): that is, the Holy
Spirit, the water of the Lord's baptism and the shedding of His blood at Calvary are
at perfect oneness in their testimony. In addition to the witness of Father and Son,
which has already been emphasized, this verse draws attention to the witness of the
Holy Spirit. So we have the three persons of the Godhead in unison revealing that
Jesus Christ came forth from the Father, was baptized in water in anticipation of His
death and resurrection, and shed His blood unto remission of sins to everyone who
believes on Him (Acts 10:43). True witnesses all!
Biblical quotations from the NIV
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5. Good Works
Keith Dorricott, Toronto, Canada
We live in a world of specialist churches. There is an almost endless array for the
Christian to choose from, depending on what aspect of service they wish to
emphasize. To a large degree this is the result of our history. But a true New
Testament church of God, in the Fellowship of God's Son, is not allowed the luxury
of specialization. To uphold the scriptural pattern of the apostles' doctrine, it must
exhibit all of the essential elements of God's truth. However, should 'good works' be
included in the list of the essential elements?
An examination of the life and teaching of the New Testament churches makes the
compelling case that good works are an indispensable part of the service of disciples
in God's kingdom. A church of God that ignores this aspect of assembly life is not
a healthy church - and therefore cannot expect to be a growing church.

God intends us to be a people who do good works
Titus was a man whom the apostle Paul was grooming for leadership among the
churches. In Paul's epistle to him, he wrote extensively about doing good works and
placed the matter squarely in the centre of God's purposes in saving us. He wrote:
our ... Savior Jesus Christ... gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every
lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.1
It is often emphasized, and rightly so, that our works have no part in our obtaining
the salvation of God (it is not of works 2). But this must not diminish the value of good
works in our minds. God does not save us by our
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good works, but He certainly saves us for good works, and these should characterize
our lives after salvation. After stating categorically that our salvation is not by
works, Paul immediately goes on to state that we are His workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk
in them. 3
Heb.10 is notable for its disclosure of the marvellous privilege of collective worship in
the presence of God for those in the house of God. It culminates in Heb.10:21,22,
where it says: having a High Priest over the house of God, let us draw near. But,
again, it is immediately linked with good works: Let us hold fast the confession of our
hope ... And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works.4
This requirement for God's people to be characterized by good works was not new.
Israel, as God's people under the old covenant, were also expected to portray the
goodness of God in their behaviour towards others. Frequently God was critical of
them for their failure in this respect. And finally it was the cause of their losing the
privilege of having God's kingdom. The Lord said to them when He was here: the
kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a nation bearing the fruits of
it.5 It's that important.

Our good works are a testimony to others
As other people observe us as followers of Christ, there is a lot they cannot see.
They cannot see our spiritual relationship with the Lord, our faith, our personal prayer
life in the secret place. But they can certainly see our works to others. It is the proving,
the demonstration, of our faith. James wrote: I will show you my faith by my works.6
It is our good works that give us credibility in the eyes of others. The Lord's own
ministry was based on this. He went about doing good.7 And the miracles of healing
and other good works that He did gave Him an audience ready to listen to His
preaching. His works prepared the way for His words.
Peter also knew the impact of our conduct on others. He wrote: ...having your conduct
honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they
may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation.8 We
do not know when God will visit people for their salvation, and will use the
testimony of the lives we have lived before them.
The Lord told His disciples they were to test people by what they saw them do, not just
by what they heard them say. He said in Matt.7:20: by their fruits you will know them.
And He said in Matt.5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your
good works and glorify your Father in heaven. The works are the proof.
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What are these good works?
'Good works' covers a wide scope of actions. Here are just a few very practical aspects:
1. Working for a living: We are expected to be self-supporting and not to be a
financial burden to others, to the assembly or to society, wherever possible. Paul
included this in his instructions to Titus: let our people also learn to maintain good
works, to meet urgent needs, that they may not be unfruitful.9 Earning our keep is a
good work that bears fruit to God. Paul himself set the example for this. He told the
Church of God in Thessalonica: ...nor did we eat anyone's bread free of charge, but
worked with labor and toil night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of
you...If anyone will not work, neither shall he eat.10
2. Helping others: God has given to us those who are dependent on us in various
ways, so that we will have opportunity to help them. James referred to this: Pure and
undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in
their trouble.11 In the Church of God at Joppa, the woman Dorcas was a living
example of this. Scripture says about her: This woman was Jul! of good works and
charitable deeds which she did. When Peter arrived after she died, all the widows
stood by him weeping, showing the tunics and garments which Dorcas had made while
she was with them.12
3. Helping financially: Giving money is an important aspect of our good works.
God has not distributed wealth equally, either to individuals or to nations. The
world's attitude is to keep what you've got, or at least not to give sacrificially. But
those in churches of God are stewards of the money God has given them. Even in
these days of numerous social and charitable agencies, which didn't exist in the first
century, Rom.12:13 still applies: distributing to the needs of the saints. When Paul
first met the other apostles, the only instruction they gave him was: That we should
remember the poor, the very thing which I also was eager to do.13 It was clearly a high
priority.
Characteristics of our Giving
1. Proper priorities: Scripture sets clear priorities in our giving to those in need.
Our own families are to come first: if anyone does not provide for his own, and
especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an
unbeliever.14 Second are those within the churches, followed by all others in need: as
we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the
household of faith.15
2. Enthusiasm: We are to be zealous for good works16, not reluctant or
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giving only by formula or duty. Ritual sacrifices in the Old Testament were part of what
was described as dead works. 17
3. Consistency: It is to be the pattern of our lives, not sporadic or
occasional. Paul's instructions to Titus included: in all things showing yourself
to be a pattern of good works18; and those who have believed in God should be
careful to maintain good works.19
4. Opportunism: We are to be constantly alert to needs around us. Let us not
grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.
Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all.20 Remind them ... to be ready for
every good work.21
5. Generosity: Rather than having an attitude of 'how little can I get away with giving?',
we are to give liberally. He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. So let each one give as he purposes in his
heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.22
6. Selflessness: Anonymity whenever possible is important. We do not give in our own
name, but in Christ's. We do not look for recognition or even acknowledgement.
Sometimes a recipient may be reluctant to accept charity; giving it in the Lord's name, as
coming from Him, may make it more palatable to them. The Lord said: when you do a
charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, that your
charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will Himself reward
you openly.23 Paul said: whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.24
The Churches of God in Macedonia in Paul's time were healthy, growing churches. It is
no coincidence that they were also generously-giving churches, demonstrating their faith
by their works, despite personal poverty. Paul said about them: in a great trial of
affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded in the riches of
their liberality. For 1 bear witness that according to their ability, yes, and beyond their
ability, they were freely willing, imploring us with much urgency that we would receive
the gift and the fellowship of the ministering to the saints.25
What an example they are for us in the churches of God today.
(1) Tit.2:13-15 (2) Eph.2:8,9 (3) Eph.2:10 (4) Heb.10:23,24 (5) Matt.21:43 (6) Jas.2:18,19
(7) Acts 10:38 (8) 1 Pet.2:12 (9) Tit.3:14 (10) 2 Thess.3:7-10 (11) Jas.1:27
(12) Acts 9:36,39 (13) Gal.2:10 (14) 1 Tim.5:8 (15) Gal.6:10 (16) Tit.2:14 (17) Heb.9:14
(18) Tit.2:7 (19) Tit.3:8 (20) Gal.6:9,10 (21) Tit.3:l (22) 2 Cor.9:6-8 (23) Matt.6:3,4
(24) Col.3:17 (25) 2 Cor.8:1-5
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The Pool of Siloam
David Woods, Manchester, England
Jn 9 recounts the Lord's wonderful healing of the man born blind. The Lord spat on
the ground to make clay which he applied to the eyes of the man and then told him to
"Go. wash in the pool of Siloam" (Jn 9:7). Why did the Lord send him to the Pool of
Siloam?
King Hezekiah had the vision to dig a tunnel to bring water into a pool inside the
city of Jerusalem (2 Kgs.20:20). Jerusalem was often under attack during this period
and Hezekiah understood the importance of having water to survive.
Assyrian armies besieging the city could easily stop-up surface water supplies and
create serious problems for the inhabitants of Jerusalem. Hezekiah knew water
needed to be brought in by a protected route - so he made a tunnel to bring fresh water
to the Pool of Siloam.
Is this not the same for us today? We need to dig runnels in our hardened lives to
allow the fresh water of God's Word to flow into our lives. Only with this protected
supply will we survive and flourish. We need to make pools of fresh, flowing water
in our lives. The Pool of Siloam had a through-flow of fresh water. We need to
maintain the flow of God's Word through our lives so we don't become stagnant
Christians.
Archaeologists tell us that the tunnel was 1,777 ft. long and most probably dug out by
hammers, pick-axes and wedges to break up the rocks. One group of workers started
digging inside Jerusalem, another group started digging in the surrounding
mountains east of the city. They worked towards each other and eventually, through
careful planning, broke through to make the tunnel clear.
Those working in the eastern mountains harnessed the upper spring of the waters of
Gihon (2 Chron.32:30 RV). The 'Upper Spring' can speak to us of the heavenly
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source of the water that enters our lives from God. 'Gihon' means 'to gush forth' or
'a gushing fountain'. Does this not remind us of the Lord's words in Jn 4:14 ...the
water I shall give him shall become to him a well of water springing up to eternal
life? God's provision for us is so abundant and ever-flowing!
We have a responsibility to work from our side, 'digging the tunnel'. God has made
provision from the heavenly side so that, in response to our exercise of heart, the
gushing water can flow freely into our lives. We need to 'dig our tunnels' as it were
towards God's presence. He is waiting for us to 'break through'!
Neh.3:15,16 gives us another glimpse of the Pool of Siloam. Those repairing the
ruined walls of Jerusalem worked in defined areas. One individual repaired the
wall of the Pool of Shelah (Siloam) that was by the king's garden (v. 15 RV). We can
imagine the kings of Judah enjoying a time of solitude and relaxation in the garden
irrigated by the fresh waters of the Pool of Siloam. Our King requires a well-watered
garden in our lives, a garden of beauty where He enjoys time with us.
Another individual made repairs as far as the artificial pool [the Pool of Siloam or
one siphoned from it] and the house of the mighty men (v.16). The Pool of Siloam
was close to the house of the mighty men. What a lesson! Mighty men and women
of God are those who live close to the water of the Word, gaining strength and vitality
for service from it. Think of the mighty people of God you know today: they spend
their lives near the pool, don't they?
God told Isaiah that the people have rejected the gently flowing waters of Shiloah
(Siloam) (Isa.8:6) and, for this reason, the king of Assyria would overtake them.
This has a warning for us. When the flowing water comes into our lives we must be
careful to look after the channels and the pools in order to enjoy the benefits the water
brings. To reject the flowing water of the Word will only cause us harm and the
Adversary will soon overcome us.
So back to Jn 9: the Lord Jesus sent the blind man to the Pool of Siloam as part of his
healing process. The man could not see before he had washed his eyes with the fresh
flowing water of that pool. We are often so guilty of spiritual blindness and need to
continually come to the cleansing water of the Word for further insight and
understanding of God's great purposes.
Let's continue to dig protected tunnels to bring the gushing, heavenly water into our
lives. Let's make pools for the water of the Word and by 'washing' in it daily then see
as God intends us to.
(Scriptures taken from the NASB except where stated otherwise)
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Persistent Anti-Semitism
George Prasher, Manchester, England
Beneath the caption, 'Anti-Semitism is back in fashion', a weekly British journal
lately published this striking précis of an article by a Jewish journalist in 'The Sunday
Telegraph'.
'At a dinner party with old friends last week, I came to the depressing conclusion
that "anti-Semitism is respectable again". The guests were all liberal types, and I
would have sworn that they didn't have a racist bone in their bodies. But then the
subject of the Middle East came up. One guest, it transpired, was boycotting
anything Jewish in protest at current Israeli policy. When I pointed out that Israelis
and Jews were not the same thing, I was accused of being biased. And when I
suggested that "the caricature of Israel as the bad guy is a distortion," it was as if I
had defended paedophilia. This was not a political disagreement; it was about race.
If this is how my friends think, I dread to think about others. The story of the Jews
has always been one of "apparent assimilation, friendship and trust, all of which
can disappear overnight. By what arrogant complacency did I assume that in my
generation it would be any different?'"
God forewarned through Moses that His chosen people would suffer dispersal among
the Gentile nations if they were unfaithful to their privileged spiritual trust (e.g.
Lev.26:33). History confirms the two great resulting dispersions, first in their
Babylonian captivity, and since AD 70 a world-wide dispersion which still includes
the majority of Jews in today's world. Many of them continue to seek
'assimilation, friendship and trust' among the Gentile nations, having for several
generations found a large measure of success and prosperity. Yet there remains
the haunting fear of
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history's repeated warnings that friendship and trust 'can depart overnight'. Who
would have imagined, for instance, that the millions of Jews so fully assimilated into
European society before 1930 could within a decade become victims of Hitler's
ferocious liquidation policy? During that fearful era, the solemn words of Deut.28:6566 found quite literal fulfilment: There the LORD will give you an anxious mind, eyes
weary with longing, and a despairing heart. You will live in constant suspense, filled
with dread both night and day, never sure of your life. (NIV)
Thankfully the oppression of Hitler's evil regime was followed by policies of
toleration. Indeed the German government has cultivated with the State of Israel
since its founding, a relationship described by the present German Foreign Minister
as 'his country's special historic obligation'. Some 85,000 Jews now reside in
Germany. They have been politically active in urging their government to help
mediate in the Palestinian-Israeli conflict.
The Jewish community in France numbers about 600,000, and in Britain 300,000.
In both countries they have been exerting political pressure for European
involvement in attempts to broker peace in the Middle East. Member states of the
European Union are of course committed to respect human rights, including
protection of their citizens against racial abuse. Nevertheless elements of antiJewish feeling have persisted in Europe, finding sporadic expression in
vandalisation of Jewish cemeteries or synagogues, and sometimes in public protest
marches. According to the World Jewish Congress incidents of anti-Semitic violence
have tripled since the start of the Temple Mount intifadeh. Many of these attacks
appear to have been by Muslim groups wishing to show sympathy with the
Palestinian cause.
As expressed by the journalist referred to at the beginning of this article there is
evidently also in some quarters a more subtle readiness to feel resentment against all
Jewish people on account of a conflict in which they have neither involvement nor
influence. Such trends may well contribute to the 'anxious mind' of Deut.28:65, and
to a gnawing sense of insecurity.
It seems clear from such scriptures as Isa.60 that there will still be a large Jewish
'diaspora' among the nations of the world at the time of the end. For they will be regathered to the promised land in luxurious security (Isa.60:4). It is implied also that
they will have been suffering recent persecutions (Isa.60:14). In that future 'time of
Jacob's trouble' (Jer.30:7) the Antichrist's bid to eliminate the State of Israel will be
extended to the persecution of Jewish communities worldwide. Anti-Semitism will
be finally laid to rest only when He comes whose right it is to wear both crown and
mitre (Ezek.21:26-27).
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The Epistle to the Romans

5. Righteousness by Faith,
not Works
John Terrell, Carlisle, England
What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather, discovered in this matter? These
are the opening words of Rom.4, which is devoted to establishing very firmly that Paul
was giving a true account of the spiritual experience of the revered patriarch Abraham.
We should keep in mind that the apostle was developing a case which he was
particularly anxious to make convincing to a Jewish audience. To them, Abraham,
their spiritual father as they regarded him, was the sheet anchor of all their religious
convictions. But their perspective about him had gone far awry, and it was essential
that Paul should take time to correct it. They had to be brought into line with what
God actually said about Abraham, and what his experience of God really meant.
In going to some pains now to do this, Paul was reinforcing the very point he had
already been making: that the righteousness God is graciously prepared to attribute to
men and women comes to them solely on the basis of their faith. This faith is in the
Word of God and the saving work of God in Christ, although the latter was only
revealed in shadow form in Old Testament times. So the evident fact is first stated
that when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a gift, but as an obligatory
reward. However, Paul goes on, to the man who does not work [that is, does not rely on
his works] but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as
righteousness. (Rom.4:5) And, for confirmation David, another illustrious hero of
the Jewish people, is quoted from Ps.32, the penitent's psalm, where the pure joy of
unmerited forgiveness is
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expressed in heartfelt language. Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will never
count against him.
Rom.4:7-12 touches a very delicate matter as far as Jews were concerned. That is
the question of circumcision. The traditional Jewish circumcision prayer runs as
follows: 'Blessed is he who sanctified his beloved from the womb, and put his
ordinance upon his flesh, and sealed his offspring with the sign of the holy covenant.'
This shows how central circumcision was to Jewish religious thinking. So, when
Paul now asks, Is this blessedness [that of forgiveness and justification] only for the
circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? he again immediately risked outraging
the devout Jew. So he proceeds carefully to demonstrate that, important as
circumcision was as the seal of God's covenant, Abraham was actually justified by
faith before he was circumcised. Under what circumstances was it [that is, God's
righteousness] credited? Was it after he was circumcised, or before? It was not
after, bur before! ... So then, he is the father of all who believe but have not been
circumcised, in order that righteousness might be credited to them. No more radical
challenge could be offered to orthodox Jewish religious thought.
But it was no-one less than the great Abraham who provided the confirmation of
Paul's gospel of grace and faith. The whole thing was a matter of divine promise.
No, it was not through the law, says Paul, that Abraham and his offspring received
the promise; the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace. We are dealing
with the God who gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as though they
were. (v. 17) It was trust in that kind of a God which sustained Abraham's faith in the
promise of a son even though his body was as good as dead. This is why it was
credited to him as righteousness, and these words were not given for him alone, but
also for us to whom God will credit righteousness, to us who believe in Him who
raised Jesus our Lord from the dead.
Could the glory of the doctrine of justification by faith be more conclusively
demonstrated? No, the Christian rests in total security on the redeeming work of Him
who, to quote the last verse of this fourth chapter of Romans, was delivered over to
death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification.
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ. (Rom.5:1)
(Biblical quotations from the NIV)
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'In the Time of Elisha the Prophet'

8. The Unseen Hosts
Alan Toms, Toronto, Canada
There is a spiritual world around us of which some are more conscious than others.
The Bible says the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not
seen are eternal. However, the unseen, eternal things are every bit as real as the
things we can see and handle. And they are infinitely more valuable, by as much as
eternity is longer than time! We need to often remind ourselves of this fact and to be
particularly mindful of the exhortation to seek those things which are above, where
Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on
things on the earth (Col.3:1,2).
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We are reminded of this by an incident in Elisha's life. (2 Kgs.6:8-23) He had been
advising the king of Israel where the opposing king of Syria was planning to
strike. When the king of Syria found out how the secret information was reaching
Israel's king he sent his horsemen and chariots to take Elisha captive. One morning
when Elisha's servant looked out he found the city surrounded by the Syrian hosts.
"Alas, my master! What shall we do?" he cried. Elisha's reply deserves our careful
thought. "Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than those who are with
them, " he said. But the young man could not see anyone with them. They seemed to
be all alone and that was why he was so alarmed. Elisha could see what he couldn't
see, for the spiritual world around him was real to God's servant. He had seen the
angels escorting Elijah to heaven as in a whirlwind and he had never forgotten it.
He was conscious of the presence of those same angels right now when his life was in
danger, and he simply asked the Lord to open the young man's eyes. And God did just
that. He caused the servant to see what Elisha had been aware of all the time, a host of
horses and chariots of fire, doubtless angelic beings, for Habakkuk wrote of the
LORD riding upon His horses and His chariots of salvation (see Hab.3:8). They
formed a wall of protection around God's prophet and his servant.
The spiritual world is real. We know that. There are spiritual hosts of wickedness
under the control of Satan, which are against us. But thank God there are also
spiritual hosts under His control which are for us, and Elisha's word remains for ever
true, "those who are with us are more than those who are with them " (2 Kgs.6:16).
So, with the apostle Paul we say with confidence If God is for us. who can be against
us? We need the eyes of our hearts enlightened, do we not, so that we shall be
more aware of our angel guardians, for are they not all ministering spirits sent forth
to minister for those who will inherit salvation? (Heb.1:14)
Let us pray for ourselves and for one another as Paul did for the Ephesians, that the
eyes of our understanding may be enlightened that we may know,
1. the hope of His calling,
2. the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints and
3. the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe (Eph.1:18,19).
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6. Making Disciples
Edwin Neely, Brantford, Canada
Our charge and focus:
The spiritual growth of churches of God depends on various conditions, many of
which are the topics of both past and future articles in this series. The numerical
growth that we long to see is dependent largely on disciples making disciples. The
charge of the Lord Jesus Christ to His disciples was: Go therefore and make
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded
you.1 They were to go as sent ones,2 assured of the presence of the Lord Jesus;3 they
were sent as the Father had sent Him, a Lamb into the midst of wolves;4 they would
need a heart-yearning for souls that would drive them on though death threatened,5 and
an urgency in the task ahead, knowing that the time was short.6 They were the few
who turned the world upside-down.7 They preached and made disciples and churches
were planted and carried on the work both locally and on a broader scope.8 The early
Christian believers were intensely focused on their task. Christian believers in
churches of God today will need similar intensity motivated by the love of God, an
intense desire not only for numerical increase, but also to fulfil the Lord's
commandment. Paul told the Corinthians that. Knowing, therefore, the terror of the
Lord, we persuade men,9 for he realized that he must stand at the Judgement Seat
of Christ to answer for deeds done in the body, but he also said, the love of Christ
compels us.10 A healthy desire not to disappoint the Master and a great love for Him
and His desires are sound motivation
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for soul-winning. The wise win souls11 and the heart of wisdom searches for the
direction of the Spirit of God as to where and how to fulfil the directive. Scripture
indicates that God does not necessarily work everywhere at once.12 A wise piece of
advice that I have tried to follow is to try to work where the Lord gives evidence that
He is working, rather than asking the Lord to bless where I think He should, perhaps
having received no indication that that is the place or circumstance of His choice.

Defining discipleship:
But once souls are saved they are to be directed towards discipleship. What is it? A
disciple is simply a learner. Moses had his disciples, as did John the Baptist, as does
the Lord Jesus. We learn from Him through His Word, by the direction of the Holy
Spirit, and through teachers that He has appointed who rightly divide the Word of
truth and break it down for us. Evidence of divine appointment is seen in their
effectiveness as teachers and in their strict adherence to the Word as to what is
taught. Teachers find assurance about their particular ability from the appreciation and
recognition of their brethren. There are, of course, false teachers.13 We must be careful
from whom we learn. What do we learn? To follow the teaching, rather than the
teacher. What will that teaching involve? All the truth.I4 The rules of living under the
Old Covenant were called the law; the rules of living under the New Covenant are
called the faith or the truth. These will involve showing out the various
characteristics of Christ outlined by Paul as the fruit of the Spirit.15 As well as
behavioural attributes they will include such vital components as reading and
meditation on the Word, prayer, baptism, fellowship with like-minded believers,
keeping the Lord's commandments concerning the breaking of the bread, and a
willingness to learn to make more disciples.
This whole learning procedure is gradual. Paul, learned man in the Scriptures as he
was, firstly went to the desert of Arabia to learn about Christ, His Person and His will,
before the Spirit thrust him into what was to be his life work.16 Those who
successfully evangelize today will need to 'learn Christ' before trying to inculcate
that teaching in others. And when we are ready, where do we start?

Our starting point:
We love our families and all who are given to us by blood relationship. They are one
of the greatest areas of outreach available to us, and they are so near us. The family
is also Satan's target for some of his fiercest conflict. If Satan can hold onto our
families he has greatly reduced our own effectiveness by discouragement. Making
disciples starts here, with prayer, example, words

2002-62

wisely spoken, and earnest expectation of a success aimed at by directing our children
toward goals that will not conflict with discipleship. We live in a world that espouses
success at almost any price; many educational pursuits might direct our children away
from the pathway of discipleship. Mothers, as those who normally spend more time
with their young, particularly need prayer support as they give earnest attention to
this part of busy motherhood.
Then we have friends and neighbours who need to hear the Word. One company of
believers has a sign that is read as you leave their meeting place parking lot: You are
now entering the mission field! While the whole world beckons, we need to remember
that salvation is offered freely to those that are near at hand as well as those who are far
off. Pray the Lord of the harvest that He will send forth labourers into His harvest, but
you be prepared to fill a little place if God be glorified.

Our urgency and breadth of vision:
Both individual disciples and the collective entity, churches of God, need to feel the
urgency of reaching the lost. Our time, at best, is limited and souls enter eternity by
the minute. Some in churches of God have been gifted with a passion and ability for
evangelism.17 These need to be supported in prayer and financially by those in the
home base of local assemblies as they go out in this vital work of making disciples.
Paul said that it was God's will that all should be saved and come to the knowledge of
the truth, and to this end he was both a preacher and a teacher, a preacher of the
Gospel, a teacher of the truth.18The early apostles were sent out with all the world as
their eventual target.19 The aim of the disciple today must also include this worldwide
vision. Where our feet may not go, our voices and our printed material can certainly
penetrate. We shall be gratified as we see God using such means of broadcasting the
seed to bring forth abiding fruit to His glory. As on the pillars before the temple
there is hidden fruit as well as visible (Jer.52:23 NASB): that eternity alone will
reveal.
One of our most fruitful works has been among children and youth. Years after the
work seems to be completed and young ones have moved on, the lives of the taught
ones can exhibit the desired effect, and in many cases adults testify gladly to the
blessings of the Sunday school or week night class, or to the camp work or follow-up
effort.

The secret of disciple-making:
The often unseen powerhouse of disciple-making resulting in church growth begins in
the secret place where godly saints pray for the lost and those who

2002-63

endeavour to win them. In private, this is often a function of older sisters, women
who have been drawn close to the Lord through life's hardships, women who have a
very vital part of the work that brings God glory. This partnership in prayer is not
limited to any group of believers in the church, and the church itself will grow in
relation to its prayer life. The prayer meeting of a growing church will exhibit
vitality and faithfulness. It is the arena where many a spiritual battle is won. Eternity
alone will reveal the part that praying souls have had in any victory for the Master.
Brethren also need to learn to wait upon the Lord for clear direction as to just where
to work. While it is true that we are to sow beside all waters, it is manifestly true that
we might better seek the Lord's face as to where He is working than supplicating
Him on behalf of our own ideas as to where we think He should be working.
Someone has said that to do the same things over and over and to expect different
results is futile. If the things we do are the result of tradition or bygone success,
there is a need to look to the Lord for ways to change our outreach that do not in any
way circumvent His will. Where what we do is laid down for us in the Word, we
must strictly adhere to it.
Finally, in spite of a becoming humble attitude about what we are engaged in, saints
should not be reticent to share information about their involvement in evangelistic
work. With knowledge others may pray intelligently about the effort, bringing help
for the witness and glorifying God in the process.

(l) Matt.28:19,20

(2) Jn 20:21

(3) Matt.28:20

(4) Matt.10:16

(5) 2 Cor.11:23

(6) 2Cor.6:2

(7) Acts 17:6

(8) 1 Thess.1:8

(9) 2 Cor.5:11

(10) 2Cor.5:14

(11) Prov.11:30

(12) Actsl6:7

(13) 2 Cor.11:13-15 (14) Jn 16:13

(15) Gal.5:22,23

(16) Gal.1:16,17

(18) 1 Tim.2:4,7

(17) Eph.4:11

(19) Mk.16:15
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The Bestowal and the
Betrayal
Reg. Darke, Victoria, Canada

The life of the Lord Jesus was rapidly drawing to a close. Israel's leaders were
planning His death. They plotted to take Jesus by trickery and kill Him (Matt.26:4).
At Bethany, in the home of Simon the leper, a woman came to Him with an alabaster
cruse of exceedingly precious ointment. It was a highly valued perfumed oil, possibly
liquid myrrh. It was a gift worthy of a king, and the woman poured it upon His
gracious head as He sat having a meal with the host, Simon the leper. Imagine the
impact the fragrance would have upon the guests! Yet the Lord's disciples reacted in
a negative, unpleasant way. "Why this waste?" was their comment (Matt.26:8). Their
minds were not occupied with the Lord and His worthiness, but with material values
only. Their materialistic reaction was, "This fragrant oil might have been sold for
much and given to the poor." Shame on them! How worthy He was of such
adulation! Was He
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not born a King? Had He not revealed His royal characteristics? Was He not the
eternal Son of God,
'Sent from the Eternal Father,
Who dwells in light above'?
(C.M. Luxmoore)
Where was the disciples' vision? How careful we need to be with our words! How
short-sighted we can become to our detriment in depriving the Lord of life and glory
of the honour that belongs to Him! Where were the eyes, the emotions and the
affections of the disciples at this time? The ointment was not for the poor, but for Him!
Their priorities were misplaced; their eyes were in the wrong direction. The woman
was acknowledging His worthiness, recognizing Him as the Son of God. The Lord
revealed her spiritual insight, "For in pouring this fragrant oil on My body, she did it
for My burial" (Matt.26:12).
Did they hear the significance of His words? Did they realize He was telling them of
His impending death? Graciously He added this tribute, "Assuredly. I say to you,
wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman has done will
also be told as a memorial to her" (Matt.26:13). What a compliment!
This was a gravely significant time. Judas went away to the chief priests to barter for
the price of His betrayal. "What are you willing to give me if I deliver Him to you?"
were his ruthless words (Matt.26:15). It was then that his hands, his affections and
his life were soiled by thirty pieces of silver, the price of a slave. What a picture for us
to study in the quietness of our minds! A dear, loving, affectionate woman, whose
heart beat in love towards the Master, showered His loving head with the precious
gift of fragrant oil; and a greedy, grasping traitor of a man held out his wicked
hands to be soiled by thirty pieces of silver. What a contrast!

Then I said to them, "If it is agreeable to you, give me my wages: and if
not, refrain." So they weighed out for my wages thirty pieces of silver.
And the LORD said to me, "Throw it to the potter" – that princely price
they set on me. So I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them into
the house of the LORD for the potter.
(Zech.11:12-13)
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Baha’i Idealism
George Prasher, Manchester, England
Cradled in Persia about 150 years ago, the Baha'i movement has persisted, despite
times of severe persecution, to attain widespread representation in today's world.
Its beliefs and objectives are, for Christian believers, an instructive illustration of the
kind of religious philosophy which will feature in promoting development of a
universal world religion at the 'time of the end'.
The origins of the movement may be traced to a Shi'ite Muslim in Persia, Ali
Muhammed. He became known as 'the Bab' meaning 'the Gate'. He set out to
reinvigorate Islamic teaching and practice, declaring that a greater than himself
would shortly emerge to liberate humanity from outworn customs and prejudices,
and usher in a new era. Alarmed at the effects of his teachings and the rapid
multiplication of his converts (called 'Babis'), the Persian authorities clamped down
on the movement. 20,000 Babis were slaughtered, and their leader martyred (1850)
only six years after the start of his mission.
However, a powerful exponent of his teachings, Mira Hurayou Ali, while chained in
prison, became convinced that he was the promised liberator predicted by 'the Bab'. He
assumed the name Baha Ullah (Arabic for 'the glory of God'). Though banished first
to Constantinople and then to Acre, where he died in 1892, his claims were widely
accepted among the 'Babis', and his followers became known as 'Baha'is'.
It was his eldest son Abbas, later known as Abdul Bah ('servant of Bah') who visited
Europe and America to establish the Baha'i faith in the western hemisphere. He
classified his father's teachings, presenting them as a basis for a new civilization.
These idealistic concepts included such things as the oneness of the world of
humanity; agreement between science and religion; the spiritual solution of
economic problems; world union
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governed by representation of all peoples.
Regarding religious aspects, there were certain 'cornerstone beliefs', e.g.
♦ The original 'Bab', and 'Baha Ullah' whom he'd foretold, were 'manifestations of
God, who is in his essence unknowable'.
♦ All the founders of the world's great religions have been manifestations of God and
agents of a progressive divine plan for the education of the human race.
♦ Despite apparent differences, they all teach an identical truth.
♦ Baha'i's peculiar function is to overcome the disunity of religions and establish a
universal faith.
These concepts have an appeal to the natural mind. They are readily endorsed by
many well-meaning people who would wish to give credit for elements of 'goodness'
in all religious faiths. Those elements are of course widely included - such things as
honest dealings, care for the weak, self-discipline and self-denial. Yet the idea that
the Christian faith, rightly understood, and other religions all teach 'an identical
faith' is simply non-factual. The Christian revelation, firmly rooted in both the Old
and New Testament Scriptures, is centred on God's purpose of salvation through the
redemptive work of the Lord Jesus Christ. This unique revelation distinguishes the
Christian faith from all other religions. It need not surprise us that elements of moral
goodness feature in many religious systems, for Satan himself transforms himself into
an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform
themselves into ministers of righteousness. (2 Cor.11:14,15) In Col.2:8 also the
apostle Paul counsels us: Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty
deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the
world, and not according to Christ.
Baha'i believers are organized in local 'spiritual assemblies' which are grouped in
relation to 'national assemblies'. Late last century there were claimed to be about
20,000 local and 150 national assemblies. There are no initiation ceremonies, no
ritual and no clergy. Devotees are required to pray daily and fast on nineteen days
each year; that is, on the first day of each of the nineteen months in their self-devised
calendar. They refrain from alcohol, narcotics or other substances which affect the
mind. They practice monogamy.
The world headquarters of the movement is on Mount Carmel, near Haifa in the State
of Israel. An impressive shrine, located in beautiful surroundings, has become a major
tourist attraction as well as a centre of Baha'i pilgrimage. Ironically, the Utopian
principles dreamed up by the founders of Baha'i are cruelly trampled underfoot in the
present Middle East conflict. There lies the reality of a sin cursed world. To
advocate universal peace and goodwill without addressing its root cause is
idealistic indeed!
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The Epistle to the Romans

6. Justification - Peace Love
John Terrell, Carlisle, England
Coming to the fifth chapter of the epistle to the Romans, we find the apostle
pausing, it would seem, before he begins the development in Rom.6,7&8 of his
teaching about sin as it affects men and women who have embraced the grace of God
in Jesus Christ. It is a pause in which the writer does two things. First, in Rom.5:1-11
he takes time to bask in the joy of peace with God which flows from the death of
Christ for the ungodly. Then in Rom.5:12-21 he expounds the connection between
Adam's sin in Eden and the restorative work of Christ. This done, we are ready to
look at sin in the human heart and life, the liberation brought about by divine grace,
and the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit.
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ. We have peace with God and so, as some translations
of the verse suggest, let us really enjoy that peace. Having gained access by faith into
this grace in which we now stand... rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. Not only
so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings. For in God's hands suffering produces
perseverance, character and hope in a holy sequence. And hope, says Paul, does not
disappoint us because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy
Spirit, whom he has given us. Thank-you, Paul, for introducing at this point the
beautiful subject of God's love. Grace, righteousness, faith, even wrath, are subjects of
wonder commanding reverence and awe; and we have been introduced to them all.
But now, lovely words, God demonstrates his own love for us in
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this: while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Note, too, that this love has not
only been provided for undeserving sinners by the death of Christ. It has been
poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit - the first mention, too, in Romans of this
divine Helper, about whom Paul has much more to say later.
I imagine the Church of God in Rome paused a while at this point in reading Paul's
letter and joyfully savoured the sweetness of these words about the loving sacrifice
of Christ for powerless, ungodly sinners. Let Paul's Jewish hearers, who might be
inclined to cavil at some of his teaching, be silent in the face of such glory. Justified by
his blood, and, saved from God's wrath through him! Reconciled too, he says, to God
through the death of His Son and saved through His life. Enjoying, that is, the
salvation which makes us sharers in Jesus' resurrection life. So again the apostle
returns in verse 11 to rejoicing in God through our Lord Jesus Christ. What else
indeed in the light of such a reconciling love?
Let us take time to be clear, says the second half of this chapter that, on the one hand,
sinfulness is an inheritance all men have from Adam our forefather. On the other
hand, the availability of justification and imputed righteousness comes on offer to
all men through the sacrifice of Christ. It is true that these :are a bit difficult to follow
as Paul carefully picks his way through his exposition of universal sin and guilt. But
verse 19 sums the matter up quite plainly. For just as through the disobedience of the
one man [that is, Adam] the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience
of the one man [that is Jesus Christ] the many will be made righteous. Writing to
the Philippian Church, Paul said of his Lord Jesus Christ, He became obedient to
death - even death on a cross! (Phil.2:8).
In this passage in Rom.5 the apostle speaks of God's gift of righteousness. Adam's
one sin brought inevitable divine judgment to all mankind; but God's gracious gifts,
received by faith, are ours in spite of the awful accumulation of human sin down the
years. And, we read, The law was added so that the trespass might increase - and,
we might add, be seen to increase and come to dominate human life, leading to
death.
But, says Paul, where sin increased, grace increased all the more, so that, just as sin
reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal
life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Now, praise God, His grace in Christ reigns! It
has cast sin from its evil throne.
So closes the chapter of Romans which introduces us to the incomparable subject
of the love of God, and ends with His grace triumphant.
'On such love let us still ponder, Love so great, so rich, so free.'
(Biblical quotations from the NIV)
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‘In the Time of Elisha the Prophet'

9. Bow and Arrows
Alan Toms, Toronto, Canada
Joash king of Israel reigned for sixteen years, but they were not good years, for he
followed the evil ways of his predecessors. Toward the end of his life an
interesting incident happened, for he came to bid farewell to Elisha who was
terminally ill (see 2 Kgs.13:14-20). He had probably ignored him during his lifetime,
but now that the old prophet was about to depart, the king acknowledged the
influence of his godly life. He used the same expression as Elisha used of Elijah
when he was departing. He said, "O my father, my father, the chariots of Israel and
their horsemen!" How true that a nation's strength lies in its
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men of God, the men who speak God's word. Elijah's faith and prayers and messages
from God had done more for Israel than the horsemen and chariots of her army. And
so had Elisha's. Joash the king appeared to recognize that fact, despite all his
failings.
Then the old prophet asked him to do an unusual thing. "Take a bow and some
arrows," he said, and then, "Put your hand on the bow." As he did so, Elisha put his
hands over the king's hands. Do you get the picture: the old prophet standing beside
the king as he opened the window toward the East, and together they directed the
arrow and sent it toward its mark? "The arrow of the LORD'S deliverance," declared
Elisha, to remind the king that any victory gained over the enemy would be by the
Lord's help and strength and not his own. As with Joseph before him, his hands would
be made strong by the hands of the Mighty God of Jacob (Gen.49:24). That was the
lesson Elisha wanted to convey to the king and it was his last message before he
died.
What an important lesson it was, not only for the king, but for us, too, for it applies
for all time. Any victory achieved in our lives of service for the Lord will be by the
strength that He supplies. I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me,
was the apostle Paul's testimony (Phil.4:13). And more than that, he found that his
very weakness was the opportunity for the Lord to demonstrate His power. So he
learned to take pleasure in anything which cast him in dependence upon the Lord, for
when 1 am weak, then am I strong, he said (2 Cor.12:10).
Finally, Elisha told the king to take the remaining arrows and smite the ground,
and he struck three times and stopped. The prophet was angry with him. "You should
have struck five or six times," he said, "then you would have struck Syria till you had
destroyed it." He did what he was told, but without enthusiasm. His heart was not in
it. It is true that it is the Lord's arrow of victory, and that every spiritual victory comes
through His strength alone, but we must pursue the work with zeal and fervour, not
lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord (Rom. 12:11). That was what
king Joash lacked. It is a striking lesson, the last from Elisha's lips; and in a sense the
story of the prophet's life, for all his service had been rendered in the strength which
God supplied and whatsoever his hand had found to do he did it with all his might.
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Principles of Church Growth

7. Teaching of the Word
Greg Neely, Toronto, Canada
When discussing church growth, we tend to immediately think of increasing
numbers of people who are accepting the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior and being
baptized and received into a church of God after the pattern of Acts 2:41. But Acts 2
carries on into verse 42, where those disciples continually devoted themselves to,
among other things, the apostles' teaching. That is, they learned it and then they
practised it diligently. Someone has rightly stated that effective teaching is measured
by what is actually learned. And what is learned is measured by what is put into
practice. Growth in this area is vital for a healthy church.
Guard, through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, the treasure which has been
entrusted to you. So Paul instructed his friend and fellow-elder, Timothy, in his
second letter to him.1 Guard it because the adversary would steal it. And he is
stealing something that the Lord has entrusted to us. No wonder it is called a
treasure! We dare not, therefore, be lax in our attention to it. For it was to be their
treasure because it is His! Paul continued: Be diligent to present yourself approved
to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word
of truth.2 There is shame attached to handling it inaccurately. So we must attend to
its detail, rightly dividing it. And still further: The Lord's bond-servant must... be ...
able to teach ... with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition.3 That might
occur in the manner in which Aquila and Priscilla taught Apollos,4 so that the way of
God is proclaimed, not only eloquently,5 but more accurately, that the knowledge of
the truth may be a guarded treasure for the learner as well. For without
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men and women who love the truth of God and are deeply committed to it. and are able
to present it to others, the spiritual growth of a church of God will be stunted.
The Lord provided men and women in the early churches of the New Testament
who were gifted with an ability to teach and a ministry or area of service which
allowed them to exercise that gift. Some were both pastors and teachers.6 Some were
teachers alone.7 Paul taught publicly from place to place. On occasion, he spent
considerable time with those whom he instructed.8 Aquila and his wife, Priscilla,
had a more private ministry,9 but with God-given blessing.10 Later in Paul's ministry,
due to imprisonment, he taught by epistle.11 There are varieties of ministries...12 for
the teacher, as for those with other gifts of the Spirit. One of the obstacles to effective
teaching in churches today is the reticence to adjust the teaching ministries to suit the
teachers (and the students)! Not all are public preachers, nor should they be. And
saints of different ages learn in different ways. Many who are older are quite
accustomed to sitting and listening to a lecture-style presentation, as long as it is a
God-given message presented with God-given passion by a God-gifted presenter!
However, if you visit schools today, the teaching is much more interactive and student
focused. There are activities and work-stations, as opposed to didactic deliveries by
eloquent educators. Multi-media presentations abound, recognizing that learning
occurs not only from what we hear, but also from what we observe, what we touch
and what we experience for ourselves. Does your church have an audio and video
system that is available for enhancing (not replacing) the presentation? Does your
meeting schedule allow for varied teaching styles and interactive learning? Are you
challenged to put into practice what you learn and are you given the opportunity
to do so? Are you seizing the opportunity to learn the Word by whatever means is
available, both privately and when together with other disciples, because you have an
inner hunger for its meatier subjects? Men who take the lead in your church will no
doubt appreciate your constructive feedback to continue the growth in this area in
your church.
An overseer must be... able to teach13, before ever he is recognized as such. He must
hold fast the faithful word ... that he will be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and
to refute those who contradict.14 The good shepherd will meet both those who need
exhortation and those who need refuting, not only in the church, but outside it as well.
When the Lord spoke with Peter on the shores of Galilee after His resurrection, He
repeated those well-known words: "Feed my lambs ... Feed my sheep." 15 Feed them
what? The Greek word is 'bosko' and, according to Vine, is used of the herdsman
who nourishes, provides food for
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his herd, as in Matt.8:30, where the same word is used. Feed them the necessary food
for their well-being: in a spiritual connection, feed them the Word of God! There
cannot be growth in a disciple's spiritual life without rich sustenance from the Bible.
With deep pathos, the writer to the Hebrews declares: For though by this time you
ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary
principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food.
For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of
righteousness, for he is an infant. But solid food is for the mature, who because of
practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.16 Perhaps there was a
need for good teachers among them! Conversely, perhaps the need was for good
learners, good students among them. For as deep as the need is for gifted teachers,
there is an equal or deeper need for hungry and diligent students of the Word who will
let the word of Christ richly dwell within [them]17 And in doing so, find ourselves
much more useful to the Master, prepared for even' good work.18
The Lord expects His disciples to grow with assistance from each other. Peter learned
this from the mouth of the Lord Himself.19 In the face of untaught and unstable men
who distorted the Scriptures, his counsel to followers of the Lord Jesus was clear: ...
grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.20 Don't let up
your guard and be carried away by the error of unprincipled men. Don't fall away
from, or fall out of, your own steadfastness. The Greek word for distort in 2 Pet.3:16
comes from the word for the 'rack'. When the torture victim was placed on it and
the tension applied, his limbs were quickly pulled out of joint. Only growth in the
grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ can guard against this disastrous
effect in the lives of His followers. Disciples must put themselves in the presence of
teachers who are firmly grounded in the Scriptures. They must reject teachers who
are factious (divisive or heretical).21 In Nehemiah's day, not only did the people
assemble to hear the word of God from early morning to midday,22 but also then daily
through the Feast of Booths.23 We too, in our day must assemble... that [we] may hear
and learn and fear the LORD [our] God, and be careful to observe all the words of
this law24
So give yourself a quick assessment. Are you diligent in your search of the Scriptures
to ensure that what you are hearing is actually what the Lord is saying, as were the
Bereans?25 Are you active in passing along to others what you have learned, for their
benefit and instruction, and for your blessing? Are you a teacher who is effective, or is
your gift in another area?26 That is, are people actually learning something when you
teach? And is there some evidence of that in their walk and their talk? Are you a
learner who eagerly
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put yourself in the presence of able teachers so you can be careful to observe
the Lord's word?
Specific things might be done to ensure that the doctrine of the Lord is presented to
those who need to hear it (and that includes us all!):
♦ Structured, topical ministry over a period of time is provided to cover a broad
range of doctrinal/practical subjects;
♦ Gifted teachers and preachers engage in public speaking. Are those who are so
gifted enabled to fulfil [their] ministry?27 (Likewise, are those who are gifted in
other ways not restricted from fulfilling theirs through inadvertently being
pressured to be engaged in public speaking?)
♦ Bible studies in small groups are properly organized and well attended -not for a
sharing of ignorance, but for a discussion of well studied Scripture;
♦ Deacons give evidence of their teaching responsibilities as men who are holding to
the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience28;
♦ Teachers know what the listeners need to learn because they are in touch with
them. But also because they are in touch with the Lord! Listeners ask questions
when appropriate in order to be taught what is appropriate for them to learn;
♦ 'How to' ministry that is relevant to the audience is provided;
♦ The meetings for teaching are designed for the saints instead of trying to design the
saints to fit the meeting style; that is, the meetings are not only for teaching, they
are also for learning!
Spiritual growth among disciples in a church of God is not a stand-alone goal. For in
developing a deeper relationship with the Lord and a deeper appreciation of His
Word, a richer expression of worship and praise is possible at the Remembrance
of the Lord Jesus Christ each Lord's Day morning. A burdened prayer life results
and a closer walk with the Lord in holy living can result from practising what is
learned. This is true growth in the Word of God!
(Scripture quotations from the NASB)
(l) 2Tim.1:14 (2) 2 Tim.2:15 (3) 2 Tim.2:24,25 (4) Acts 18:26 (5) Acts 18:24
(6) Eph.4:11 (7) Rom.12:7 (8) Acts 18:11 (9) Acts 18:26 (10) Acts 18:27,28
(11) Col.4:18 (12) 1 Cor.12:5 (13) 1 Tim.3:2 (14) Tit.1:9 (15) Jn 21:15-17AV
(16) Heb.5:12-14 (17) Col.3:16 (18) 2 Tim.2:21 (19) Jn 21:16 (20) 2 Pet.3:18
(21) Tit.3:10 (22) Neh.8:3 (23) Neh.8:18 (24) Deut.31:12 (25) Acts 17:11
(26) Rom.12:6-8 (27) 2 Tim.4:5 (28) 1 Tim.3:9
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The Epistle to the Romans

7. Alive to God
John Terrell, Carlisle, England
What shall we say. then? These are the opening words of Rom.6 which we are
considering now; one of Paul's what ... thens which keep recurring in Romans and
which remind us that he is following a carefully thought out and constructed argument.
Indeed, as we have seen previously, Paul's imaginary contestant is putting himself up
as what is sometimes called 'devil's advocate'. Shall we go on sinning that grace
may increase? What? This perverse argument again? Oh, yes, indeed! It is a very
attractive one to human nature, but as the apostle roundly declares again, one
unworthy of a moment's consideration. By no means! or in the expressive language of
older Bible versions, God forbid. And why so, we may ask? It is at this point that the
Holy Spirit, through Paul's writing to the church in Rome, introduces us to truth
about the Christian life which is profound in its symbolism and powerful in its
practical outworking.
The Romans epistle consists mainly of important doctrinal teaching up to the end of
Rom.11. From Rom.12 onwards the main thrust is practical instruction for the
Christian life. But here in Rom.6. right in the middle of the section on doctrine,
Paul draws out something intensely practical. It is about the believer's fundamental
attitude to sin, and the place to which sin should be relegated in his life. And that
place is the grave; death. So Paul speaks of Christian baptism which was then, and
should always be today, baptism by total immersion in water. What authority, we
might well ask, is there in the New Testament for any other? The answer is, 'none'.
But it is the deep meaning of Christian baptism that Paul is concerned with here; not
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only the Lord's command in Matt.28 that it should take place.
Paul knew that all in the Church of God in Rome were baptized believers. They
would understand. He knew that there, as in all the churches of God, that was how
Christians found their way into a church of God. We read about the steps in Acts
2:41,42. They received the Word, the gospel. They were baptized and they were added
to the church. The symbolism of burial in baptism is no accident. We were therefore
buried with him (that is Christ) through baptism into death in order that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a
new life.
Our old self was crucified with him, Paul goes on, so that ... we should no longer be
slaves to sin. As in other parts of Romans, here in Rom.6 the argument calls for
concentrated attention if it is to be followed. But as also in other parts of the letter,
Paul has a happy knack of summing up his case in a few succinct words, and leaving
no doubt about the main thrust intended. So here, count yourselves dead to sin but
alive to God in Christ Jesus (Rom.6:11). We died with Christ, says the apostle and,
furthermore it is true that the death he died, he died to sin once for all. This is not the
same as saying, Christ died for our sins. Truly He did that, as our divine substitute.
But he also died to sin, putting everything to do with sin, such as His sufferings under
its temptations, behind Him for ever. As far as we are concerned, this means
consigning sin to death in our baptism; seeing it just as God sees it. It is a solemn
declaration of intent which we need to follow up by obeying the command for the
victorious Christian life, do not let sin reign in your mortal body. Sin is still there, oh
yes, and Paul has more to say in chapter 8, as we shall see, about the enabling
power of the Holy Spirit to help us to daily victory, so that indeed, sin shall not be your
master.
The second part of chapter 6 re-emphasises the same truth using the
uncompromising language of the slave market. You have been set free from sin and
have become slaves to righteousness. The old sins led to death but as slaves to God,
the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. And then, a final
brilliant flash of gospel truth to end this part of Paul's discourse, the words, For the
wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Is a
hard and cruel taskmaster any bargain to be compared with a large-hearted God who so
loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whoever believes in Him
shall not perish, but have everlasting life?
(Scripture quotations from the NIV)
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Deep Things of Satan
George Prasher, Manchester, England
Last month we referred to Satan masquerading as an angel of light through
promotion of religious philosophy with a veneer of moral goodness which disguised
fundamental rejection of God's revealed truth in the Lord Jesus Christ. Yet Satan has
diverse strategies. He even succeeds in perverting the minds of some to revere and
worship him in direct defiance of the divine Being.
Early this year a high profile murder trial in Bochem, Germany, shocked the nation.
Two Satanists faced charges of ritualistic murder. One defendant was a young
woman of twenty-three who had been 'converted' to the Satanist movement when on
holiday in Britain. She and an associate were alleged to have murdered a man of
thirty-three, viciously slashing his face, and drinking blood from his corpse. They
claimed to have done this 'on Satan's orders'. Although this was an exceptionally
extreme case it brought home to many in Germany and elsewhere that Satanism was
being actively promoted.
It has, in fact, been gaining ground in Europe and North America during the past halfcentury, initially through the influence of a certain Aleister Crowley. He claimed to
have made a pact with Satan, referred to himself as the 'great beast' of Revelation,
and had one of his mistresses branded with the 'mark of the beast'. The 'First Church
of Satan' was founded in San Francisco by one Antony La Vey, who was also the
author of 'The Satanic Bible'. The Satanic rituals he devised were based on the
concept that sensual pleasures are the chief good, the proper aim in life.
However, for the most part Satanism has been developed in less open settings
than public church
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services. Local 'covens' tend to meet outdoors in remote spots, preferably among
trees and near a source of water. They meet in darkness, gathering at midnight and
dispersing before dawn. Or where a house is used in urban areas, a room is set apart
darkened by heavy curtains and featuring symbolic images of the devil. How
reminiscent this is of the word that men loved the darkness rather than light, because
their deeds were evil (Jn 3:19).
Most covens include both men and women, with recognized orders of priests and
priestesses in leadership. Members are expected to attend a weekly or monthly
meeting known as the esbat, usually held on Friday nights. Larger gatherings called
sabbats are held on such special days as November-eve (Hallowe'en). Initiation of
new members requires a formal 'contract' with the devil, often signed in the blood of
the applicant.
There is in Satanism a deliberate intention to undermine Christian concepts. Details
vary from coven to coven, but typically there may be mock services, expressing group
renunciation of God and the Lord Jesus Christ. There are blasphemous parodies of
hymns, confessions of regret for good deeds instead of bad, imitation of communion
services using blood mixed with wine.
It may well be asked what would draw people to this type of movement. Basically
there is the appeal of mystery, exploration of an unseen spirit world; combined with
casting off moral restraints and indulgence in carnal pleasures. These indeed answer to
what are described in Eph.5:11,12 as unfruitful works of darkness ... for the things
which are done by them in secret are a shame even to speak of In His message to the
Church of God in Thyatira the Lord Jesus exposed false teaching which encouraged
just such evil conduct, and commended those who did not have that teaching, who do
not know the deep things of Satan (Rev.2:20,24 NASB). Those 'deep things' find
ample modern expression among Satanists in today's world!
How tragic the present and eternal consequences for those who so deliberately sell
themselves to Satan to do what is evil in the sight of the LORD (2 Kgs.17:17).
Through the apostle Jude we learn of some for whom is reserved the blackness of
darkness for ever. Fearful thought! By contrast, how gladly we give thanks to the
Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the
light. He has delivered us from the power of darkness... (Col.1:12,13).
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Shepherding
Phil Capewell, Stoke-on-Trent, England
By reference to Isa.11:6,7 and Jer.33:12 we get glimpses into the thoughts behind
the expression He makes me to lie down which concern rest, safety and shelter.
Drawing upon shepherd Philip Keller's considerable practical experience, there
seem to be four requirements that must be met before sheep can be made to lie down:
freedom from all fear, from friction with others, from pests and from hunger.

Freedom from fear
As a boy, my father took me, perhaps four or five times, to watch sheepdog trials.
While coming to admire the skill of sheepdogs under the control of their master, I
also learned a lot about the behaviour of sheep. Many times I've seen a small group
of six sheep being apparently shepherded safely towards a pen, when one has taken
fright and split from the others. For a moment they've stood, the five together in a
little huddle, the one, anxious, by itself. Then, the lone sheep has made a dart and so
unsettled the others that they, the majority, have also run off in fear. It's reminiscent
of Peter's experience when he said: "I am going fishing." They said to him, "We
are going with you also." and six others went along too (Jn 21:3).
The warning is clear - one frightened or bewildered sheep can have a knock-on effect.
But when the seven returned in the psychological grey mistiness of the morning
following a fruitless night's fishing, the Lord was awaiting them, not with a stick, but
with breakfast which he had cooked and would Himself serve to them. Doesn't that
call to mind Ezek.34:12? "As a shepherd seeks out his flock on the day he is among
his scattered sheep, so will I seek out My sheep and deliver them from all the places
where they were scattered on a cloudy and dark day."
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The second occurrence of 'scattered' in this verse means 'dispersed' or spread abroad.
That morning breakfast was, it seems to me, the turning point in Peter's life. The
Lord had said he would turn again and when he did so he was to strengthen his
brethren. That's the picture of a reformed Peter in the Acts. And all because his
Master was waiting for him. '1 came to realize,' wrote Philip Keller, 'that nothing so
quieted and reassured the sheep as to see me in the field. My presence ... put them at
their ease as nothing else could do'. Are there frightened sheep in our flock? Will I
know if he/she bolts? Am I aware of the potential spread of such fear? Will I go in
search of them? Will I have the meekness and gentleness to gather them back and
turn them round?
Freedom from friction
In a pen full of hens there is a 'pecking order'. Among cattle it is called 'horning
order' and with sheep it's called 'butting order'. A vivid and accurate word picture of
this process is given to us in Ezek.34:21, "You have pushed with side and shoulder,
butted all the weak ones with your horns, and scattered them abroad." Was that
the setting of Lk.22:24-27? Now there was also a dispute among them, as to which of
them should be considered the greatest. And He said to them, "The Icings of the
Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those who exercise authority over them
are called 'benefactors.' But not so among you; on the contrary, he who is greatest
among you. let him be as the younger, and he who governs as he who serves. For
who is greater, he who sits at the table, or he who serves? Is it not he who sits at the
table? Yet I am among you as the One who serves."
Was the disciples' refusal to wash each others' feet in the upper room the direct
outcome of this 'butting order'? How graciously the Lord showed them the lesson
that here He spoke to them. “I am among you as the One who serves, " He said, and
now meekly and gently He Himself does the feet-washing. He's their Lord and
Master, yet He stoops to serve them. We notice the preposition 'among' occurring
again - we read it in Ezek.34:12, "He is among his ... sheep." In other places the
word for 'among' is translated 'between' or 'through'. For example, Ex.28:33 says,
"And upon its hem
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you shall make pomegranates of blue, purple, and scarlet, all around its hem, and bells
of gold between them all around. " Ex.36:33: And he made the middle bar to pass
through the boards from one end to the other. Am I aware of any rivalry? Could I
dispel it by an example of meekness in service? Am I truly 'among' the flock to the
extent that the word implies?

Freedom from pests
In Ezek.34:12, the Lord says He will deliver His sheep. It's a Hebrew word
meaning to snatch away, defend, deliver, part, pluck, recover, rescue, rid. The word
seems to cover the whole spectrum of potential sheep pests, from the lion or bear to
the nasal fly or scab. 1 Sam.30:18 says, So David recovered (the same word,
delivered) all that the Amalekites had carried away, and David rescued his two
wives. That is from Ziklag. David, where did you learn that sort of care and skill?
"Why," he'd tell us, "I learned that out on the hills looking after my father's sheep."
It's the same word which David used in 1 Sam.17:35, "I went out after it and struck it,
(the lion) and delivered the lamb from its mouth; and when it arose against me, I
caught it by its beard, and struck and killed it." But we'll notice that the word means
also to 'part, pluck, rid'. Those are words suggestive of a closer, more meticulous care
for the flock. Philip Keller describes sheep stamping their feet erratically, racing from
place to place, beating their heads against posts or rocks and rubbing their heads
against woody growth. What was the cause of such irrational behaviour? A nasal fly
which had penetrated the sheep's nostrils. A brother apologized to me once for
allowing a trivial matter to have caused problems. The scenario calls for close
vigilance, doesn't it? The word translated seek out in Ezek.34:11 is the same word
used of the priest in Lev.13 when he scrutinizes the potentially leprous skin-sore for
evidence of yellow hair. You'd have to get close, wouldn't you? It might not be
pleasant, but it is important. We see the significance of the meanings 'to recover, part,
pluck, rid'.

Freedom from hunger
The fourth and final requirement is freedom from hunger and that's in Ezek.34 too.
Ezek.34:14 reads, "I will feed them in good pasture, and their fold shall
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be on the high mountains of Israel. There they shall lie down in a good fold and feed
in rich pasture." The Spirit uses two adjectives here to describe the pasture: 'good' and
'rich'. We'll deal with them briefly in that order.
In Ps.25:13 the word good is translated 'at ease' where it's used of the man who fears the
LORD. In Ezek.31:16 it refers to the choice and best of Lebanon. In Ps.133:2 it
occurs as the word 'precious' - II is like the precious ointment upon the head,
running down on the beard. It's translated 'pleasant' in 2 Kings 2:19 where the fifty
strong men appeal to Elisha over Jericho, saying, "The situation of this city is
pleasant." Finally, though not exhaustively, in 2 Chron.3:5 in reference to
Solomon's temple it's recorded that it was panelled with cypress and overlaid with
'fine' gold. At ease, best, precious, pleasant, fine - quite a list of qualities of the sort
of pasture land on which the Lord will shepherd His people.
Then, He adds that it's rich, meaning to become fat. In 1 Chron.4:40 (RV), it states
of the sons of Judah that They found fat pasture. To rid the flock of the unsettling
effect of hunger, the shepherd provides the best, precious, pleasant, fine, fattening
pasture. In my preparation for the assembly Bible reading and ministry, the
courses of study for young people, am I preparing that top-quality grazing?
What's the alternative? The people lusted after the things of Egypt and Ps.78:31
(RV) speaks of the 'fattest' of the people, robust full-fleshed men, physically, but
Ps.106 speaks of the leanness of their soul. Clearly, it's not always the shepherds'
fault. It wasn't then, but it comes as a challenge to me again today lest the flock under
my care is ill at ease because they're hungry due to any failure on my part to provide
fine, pleasant, precious, fattening, best pasture.
"I will feed My flock, and I will make them lie down," says the Lord GOD.
(Ezek.34:15)
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Principles of Church Growth

8. Our Relationship with
the Lord
Ron Thomas, Hamilton, Canada
Our relationship with the Lord is of paramount importance in our life. It is a way of
living. Joshua told the people of Israel to choose for themselves whom they would
serve, but also emphasized the correct choice when he said that he and his
household would serve the Lord.1 Moses had stressed the principle that blessing is
related to obedience: if Israel would walk with the Lord their God, then they would
be as numerous as the stars in the sky.2,3
Our desire is the same as Joshua's: to serve the Lord and to see our families do so as
well. Joshua knew that this choice was not easy. It would be a spiritual battle, but to
overcome would bring great blessings from the Lord. If we are seeking the blessing of
spiritual growth as individuals, and in churches of God, a close relationship with the
Lord is essential. It requires self-discipline. Paul wrote to the Church of God in
Corinth and encouraged them to run this 'race' on earth to win the prize, but warned
that it would take strict training.4 The race is marked out for us and it requires
perseverance to keep our eyes focused on Jesus.5 Satan is doing what he can to break
our concentration and to make us stumble and fall. The saints in Galatia were running a
good race, but someone cut in on them and kept them from obeying the truth.6

Maintaining closeness
It is good to see those in churches of God running well in their spiritual lives.
Consistency is achieved by putting on the armour of faith daily and going out to the
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battleground of spiritual growth. Satan would have us feel as though we are not
walking with the Lord. Furthermore, he will want us to be so disillusioned as to feel
that the breach is beyond repair.
Sometimes we are tempted and turn our eyes away from Jesus, the One we love to
walk with. This may only be for a few moments, a couple of days or perhaps longer.
Sin can break communion with God so that we feel as though we have lost touch with
Him. When we can trace our problem to sin, then confession is necessary. Our faith is
tested sometimes through illness or a traumatic event that touches us. At other times
we may not be able to identify why we are so low in spirit and feeling so far away
from our normally close relationship with the Lord.
(
Recently, I was admiring a beautiful porcelain vase on a matching pedestal. It was a
masterpiece of its creator, formed of the finest material and finished with intricate
painting. It was valuable to the owner because of the memories associated with it.
Unfortunately, a thief carelessly took hold of the base and the vase fell and broke
into many pieces. Yet, to my delight, this extraordinary vase has been lovingly restored
at great cost to the owner, so that it appears as beautiful and flawless as it was before
being broken.
Perhaps we feel as though we have been wrenched from the One to whom we belong
with no hope of restoration at times when our regular communion is broken. But we
also can be renewed in our walk with the Lord so that we are covered with His
righteousness and are seen as holy because the Lord Jesus paid the full price for our
reconciliation at Calvary. Godly sorrow leads us to repentance and full restoration in
our relationship with our God.7 Although we may wander from Him, we can be assured
of this, that our Lord Jesus, the great Shepherd of the sheep8 will never leave us or
forsake us.9 He is always there waiting for us to return.

Measuring growth potential
We might measure the closeness of our relationship with God by the degree to which
we achieve an attitude of consistent devotion, faithfulness and prayerfulness. It is
our privilege and purpose in the house of God to meet together regularly to
encourage one another in our work and devotion for the Lord.10 Our faithful devotion
is also evident in participating in the worship of God and service in the house of
God.
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Devotion is a result of a faithful attitude. Faithful saints devoted themselves to learn
and follow the commands of the Lord involving worship, service and daily living. On
the day of Pentecost those who had gladly received the Word of God steadfastly
followed the doctrine of the Lord.11
In their walk with the Lord, they cultivated an attitude of prayerfulness. For instance,
many of those in the rapidly growing church in Jerusalem had gathered to pray for
Peter who was imprisoned and while they were still praying angels from heaven
released his bonds, opened the iron gates and he walked out unhindered.12 They were
still praying for him as he knocked on the door of the house where they were. It was a
powerful demonstration of the miracle of wrestling with God in prayer. We, too.
must demonstrate an attitude of prayerfulness, watchfulness and thankfulness13 as
an essential aspect of a healthy church. Speaking with our God will lead us to a
deeper understanding of His will and to a closer relationship with the Lord.
We have experienced the power of prayer in the Churches of God today. Lives have
been changed, disciples made, the sick healed and more has been done than we can
even imagine through the earnest prayer of faithful saints. As we reach out with the
teaching of salvation, baptism and addition, our growth in numbers and in spiritual
maturity will be severely limited without an attitude of consistent devotion,
faithfulness and prayer to God. Rather our close relationship with the Lord should
cause us to shine as a glorious bright light in this dark world.

The Lord's presence and leading
Our awareness of the presence and leading of the Lord is also a measure of our
relationship with the Lord. Those added to churches of God have made a choice
similar to the people of Israel when they told Joshua "We will serve the LORD our God
and we will obey His voice".14 He is our God too; a holy and jealous God.
Consequently, in every aspect of our life we must strive to be holy and as those the
Bible calls 'saints’15 display a sense of awareness of the presence and leading of the
Lord, rejoicing in the things that please Him and sharing His sorrow and displeasure
with that which does not.
As we mature spiritually, we have a finer understanding of that which pleases God and
that which brings displeasure. We rejoice in seeing disciples being made and the seed
of the Word of God being sown. We are saddened when someone begins to walk in a
way that is contrary to the principles of how we ought to act in the house of God.
Perhaps they are carrying heavy burdens and have wandered away from the Lord and
godly saints draw close in an effort to carry some of their burdens.16 As born again
believers we have the Spirit
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therefore, let us walk by the Spirit.17
We do not boast of our close relationship with God as though it were based upon our
merit. Our righteousness and holiness did not originate within us. In fact, we died and
are now hidden with Christ in God.18 It is because of God that we are in Christ Jesus
and our Saviour has become for us our righteousness, holiness and redemption.19
Since we are not worthy in ourselves to be called righteous, if we are going to boast,
then our boast can only be in the Lord.

Joy and fruit
Those walking closely with God and desiring to live and be led by the Spirit share in
the fruit of the Spirit.20 Others should see these qualities, and our desire is to attract
others to the Lord Jesus and to the house of God by our walk with the Lord and
demonstration of the fruit of the Spirit. When a plant bears good fruit, it is evident that
the plant is healthy and growing. So when we exhibit the fruit of the Spirit, it is
evident that we are spiritually healthy and growing more into Christ. We belong to
Christ Jesus and have crucified the sinful nature and long for the joy of keeping in
step with the Spirit that the lovely fruit of the Spirit might be seen to grow in us:
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and selfcontrol.21

Healthy fruit ripening
Many have been blessed with decades of joy in a close relationship with God in His
house. They have known the thrill of the expansion of the churches of God in their
locality and elsewhere today. Even where there is a decline in numbers, godly saints
may still be walking in step with the Spirit. Their lives exhibit an attitude of
prayerfulness, watchfulness and thankfulness. Let us worship and thank God, and let
us walk in the Spirit so that a healthy ripening of the fruit of the Spirit is evident to
all.
(1) Josh.23:6; Josh.24:15 (2) Deut.1:10; Deut.10:22; Deut.11:1,13,27 (3) Deut.28:l-14
(4) 1 Cor.9:24,25 (5) Heb.12:1,2 (6) Gal.5:7 (7) 2 Cor.7:9,10 (8) Heb.13:20 (9) Heb.13:5
(10) Heb.10:25 (11) Acts 2:41,42 (12) Acts 9:31; Acts 12:5-12 (13) Col.4:2
(14) Josh.24:24 (15) 1 Cor.1:2 (16) Gal.6:2 (17) Gal.5:25 (18) Col.3:3 (19) 1 Cor.1:30
(20) Gal.5:16,18,22,23 (21) Gal.5:22,23
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An Amazing
Transformation
Karl Smith, Buckhaven, Scotland
They will say, 'This land that was desolate is become like the Garden of Eden; and
the wasted, desolate, and ruined cities are now... inhabited' (Ezek.36:35).
This verse makes me think of the Great Fire of London in 1666, which destroyed a
huge area of the English capital, including many of its most important buildings.
Nevertheless, the utter devastation forced a re-building of the city in which destitute
areas were replaced with glorious architecture such as Christopher Wren's city
churches and St. Paul's Cathedral.
When Ezekiel wrote these words, it must have seemed even more as if it was all over
for Jerusalem. The people had persisted in worshipping idols instead of the one true
God who cared about them. They were exhausting the land by refusing to obey God's
command to let it rest every seventh year and eventually God decided that enough
was enough. If they would not give the land these Sabbath years, He would take it
from them and allow it to rest (2 Chron.36:14-21). The Babylonians marched in and
took all but the feeblest Jews captive to the capital of their empire, thousands of miles
away. The once majestic city of Jerusalem was besieged and systematically
destroyed: the Chaldeans burned the king's house, and the houses of the people with
fire, and broke down the walls of Jerusalem (Jer.39:8).
A waste land and a ruined city. It should all have been so different; it had all been so
different, but they had messed it up and it was apparently gone forever.
Into this hopeless situation came the word of the LORD. It must have defied belief that
the heap of smouldering ruins was going to become a great and protected city once
again, where people would live in happiness and
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safety. Yet Ezekiel believed it. It must have seemed incredible that the barren place
should become rich and beautiful and spill over with life and contentment. Bui this
is exactly what God makes it His business to do. Within seventy years, a Jewish
remnant went back to rebuild the city and the holy temple where men and women
would once again worship God. An amazing transformation was on the way.
And God has not stopped making amazing transformations. Before we were saved,
we were dead before God and our lives gave no pleasure to Him or lasting
satisfaction to us. Then, the Lord Jesus came and gave us life to the full (Jn 10:10).
Ezekiel was promised a garden and a city. The deserted place would not only grow
crops, but be like the Garden of Eden, stocked to bursting with the choicest fruits
imaginable. Mankind lost out on the Paradise of Eden when Adam disobeyed God
and the human condition has been desolate since. The same disobedience and
isolation from the blessings God longed to give to us has been enacted in every
human life. Shut out of God's presence, only a lost eternity awaited us. When the
Lord Jesus took the punishment for that disobedience, He made the way back from the
desolate to the fruitful. We, too, have been promised a garden and a vibrant city. The
Bible tells us of the New Jerusalem which God will bring from heaven at the
beginning of a new eternal age: In the middle of its street, and on either side of the
river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every
month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations (Rev.22:2).
This tree was in the Garden of Eden (Gen.2:9) and will be there then. The Lord has
given us back what we lost through our sin. In fact. He has given us something
better. The city will be an amazing place, made of pure, translucent gold (Rev.21:18),
lit up with the glory of the Lamb (Rev.21:23) and the famous pearly gates
(Rev.21:21). Best of all, the Lord Jesus Himself will live there and His servants shall
serve Him. They shall see His face (Rev.22:3-4).
The God who says, "Behold. I make all things new." (Rev.21:5) is still restoring
desolate and ruined lives. Sometimes as Christians, we let what should be productive
lives that bring pleasure to God become sterile, empty and ruined. Perhaps like the
exiled Israelites, we feel that we've displeased God too badly, too shamefully, too
often. Perhaps we even look at our condition, both as individuals and as a community
of churches in which God has promised to live amongst his people, and imagine it's too
far gone - that He can do nothing with it. Nevertheless, He is always regenerating,
always restoring those who acknowledge their brokenness and complete
dependence upon Him. Let's make sure we're daily admitting our helplessness before
God and letting Him build something, grow something in our lives that pleases Him:
the nations... around you shall know that 1, the LORD, have rebuilt the ruined places
and planted what was desolate. I... have spoken it. and I will do it (Ezek.36:36).
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11 September 2001':
Anniversary Reflections
George Prasher, Manchester, England
The sensational attack on America's World Trade Centre last September has been
indelibly etched on the minds of millions throughout the world. 'September IT has
become 'shorthand' for the ultimate in terrorism. As we reach the first anniversary of
that horrific event and reflect on world events during the intervening months, what
stands out as of consequence in the light of God's Word?
There has been the United States initiative to enlist world-wide support for the war
against terrorism, a conflict that found its most open expression in Afghanistan.
Military intervention led to the overthrow of the Taliban regime, with subsequent
attempts to set up a democratic type of government, with international cooperation
and massive financial injections towards relief measures, and reconstruction.
More widely a 'secret' war on terrorism was being vigorously pursued in the
Americas, Europe and many other countries. The notorious al Qaeda terrorist network
came under intense investigation, revealing its intricacy and far-reaching tentacles.
Important arrests resulted in the United States, Britain, Germany and elsewhere. Yet
terrorist incidents have continued. Last December the so-called 'shoe bornber', Richard
Reid, was foiled in his attempt to blow up an American passenger jet (Paris to Miami
flight) over the Atlantic. In June this year a car bornb exploded outside the American
consulate in Karachi, killing eleven people and injuring forty-five others. That same
month three Saudi suspects were arrested in Casablanca for allegedly plotting to
attack a British or American warship in the Strait of Gibraltar. Western leaders have
repeatedly warned of the need for unrelenting vigilance against terrorist activities.
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For the world generally, therefore, September 11 has proved to be the source of a
deepening sense of insecurity. How much this is in character with scriptural
prediction about world conditions during the approaching time of the end, as
reflected in Isa.24:17,18:
Fear and the pit and the snare are upon you. O inhabitant of the earth.
And it shall be that he who flees from the noise of the fear shall fall into
the pit.
And he who comes up from the midst of the pit shall be caught in the
snare;...
In the Middle East the basic link between al Qaeda terrorism and the Israeli-Arab
conflict has become more pronounced. American support for Israel is declared to
be a major reason for attacks on targets in the United States, or on American
planes, ships and embassy buildings elsewhere. There have been further
diplomatic efforts to bring about some settlement of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict. The American Secretary of State, Colin Powell, toured the Region in an
attempt to mediate, but without success. Saudi Arabia put forward a plan which
proposed full recognition of Israel by her Arab neighbours, provided Israel
withdrew within the boundaries which obtained before the Six-Days War in
1967, a concept now totally unacceptable to Israel.
Throughout the past year the Palestinian intifadeh conflict with Israel has
intensified, with growing numbers of casualties, increased economic loss and
deepening hatreds. Palestinian suicide bornbers have successfully penetrated into
Israeli territory, causing an increased toll of civilian deaths and injuries. Israel
claims that its policy of countering this threat by periodic military occupation of
certain Palestinian areas has effectively reduced the number of suicide bornbings;
but it has also given rise to criticism, particularly from the European Union, that
excessive force was being used, causing unnecessary civilian casualties among
the Palestinian population.
For the time being bitter conflict remains the order of the day, with all its sad
consequences for both Palestinians and Israelis. The immediate outlook is far
from reassuring. Yet a longer-term hope abides, assured by divine promises such
as we find in Isa.4:4-6:
When the Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and
purged the blood of Jerusalem from her midst, by the spirit of judgment
and by the spirit of burning, then the LORD will create above every
dwelling place of Mount Zion, and above her assemblies, a cloud and
smoke by day and the shining of a flaming fire by night... And there will
be a tabernacle for shade in the daytime from the heat, for a place of
refuge, and for a shelter from storm and rain.
Blessed contrast to the present tension and violence! A glorious transformation
only to be brought about by the personal advent of our great God and Saviour
Jesus Christ.
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The Epistle to the Romans

8. Conflict and Conquest
John Terrell, Carlisle, England
In Rom.7 we come to one of the most remarkable passages in all of Paul's
writings. For here the apostle of Christ bares his very soul, and exposes his most
intimate spiritual experience of the law of God and of sin in his human nature.
The main discourse we have is in answer to the question of Rom.7:7, Is the law
sin? Paul is resolute in his determination to answer every possible allegation of
the educated Jew whom he sees pitted against his defence of God's law and its
ultimate purpose of life and well being. He is still in the debating hall, and ready
to plead from his persona] experience of life.
But first he buttresses his past and future argument with an analogy from
everyday life, marriage and its sanctity and permanence in God's sight. By law, a
married woman is bound to her husband as long as he is alive, but if her husband
dies, she is released from the law of marriage ... she is released from that law,
and is not an adulteress, even though she marries another man. So, my brothers,
you also died to the law-through the body of Christ, that you might belong to
another, to him who was raised from the dead (Rom.7:2-4). It is a neat and
telling figure with which to reinforce the point made in Rom.6 about dying with
Christ and dying to sin, so freeing the believer for a new and fruitful union.
So. What shall we say then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! Indeed I would not
have known what sin was except through the law ... For apart from law sin is
dead. Once I was alive apart from the law; but when the commandment came, sin
sprang to life and I died. Paul is now speaking of the interaction between the
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law, itself holy, righteous and good, and inherent sin in himself. This interaction
between the perceived law of God, and inherent sin, which sprang to life in the
youthful Saul's experience as he grew into years of understanding and responsibility,
leads him to say, starkly, I died. His conscience was awakened, and he became
responsible as a sinner by practice as well as by nature. He now knew he was under
God's condemnation as a sinner. No, the law itself is not sin; by no means. But sin in
Paul's fallen human nature, responding to the law, brought conviction and guilt.
In fact, says the apostle, We know that the law is spiritual; but 1 am unspiritual
(or carnal, fleshly in some translations), sold as a slave to sin. Then comes the
candid confession of Paul's sense of internal conflict, one which every honest
Christian readily recognizes in himself. It contrasts what he or she longs to do
consistently in obedience to the Lord, with repeated failure due to the old sinful
nature, 'the flesh', remaining. It is a failure which casts us down with a sense of
despair. When I want to do good, evil is right there with me. Clear distinction is
drawn between what Paul variously calls, I, 'me', 'my mind', or 'my inner being' on the
one hand; and 'sin at work in my members', on the other. It is no longer I, He says,
who do it. but it is sin living in me that does it. But Paul is not excusing or justifying
sin. Hence, Rom.7:24, What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body
of death?
The Holy Spirit, Himself guiding the writer's train of thought, does not keep Paul
waiting for an answer. Thanks be to God - through Jesus Christ our Lord! We need
to look elsewhere in the New Testament writings to fill out this expression of relief
and assurance. The same servant of God was to write to the Philippian Church that,
the Lord Jesus Christ ... will transform our lowly bodies (in some translations
graphically and grimly described as our vile bodies) so that they will be like his
glorious body (3:21). Only when our bodies, which are the instruments of our sinful
nature, are changed and glorified at the Lord's coming, will this constant conflict be
at an end for ever. Till then, as the final verse of Rom.7 says, in summing up, I myself
in my mind am a slave to God's law, but in the sinful nature a slave to the law of sin.
But that is not the whole story! It does not mean that the Christian can only look
forward to an unrelieved struggle in which the conflict described so vividly in
chapter 7, casts a seemingly perpetual dark shadow over his life. No. Paul has more
to say. Another chapter of this story awaits us in Rom.8. It is the triumphant story of
the Holy Spirit at work in the believer.
(Biblical quotations are from the NIV).
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The Believer's Hope
David Hyland, Middlesbrough, England
One of the reasons given for the Lord's choice of the Twelve was that they might
be with Him (Mk.3:14). He appreciated their human companionship and on some
special occasions took Peter, James and John to accompany Him. It is sad that, in
Gethsemane. the eleven disciples were overcome with sleep which led Him to
reprove Peter: "What? Could you not watch with Me one hour?" (Matt.26:40).
Previously, in the Upper Room He had said, "With fervent desire I have desired
to eat this Passover with you before 1 suffer" (Lk.22: 15). The Cross cast an
ominous shadow over that gathering and the Master realized that what He had to
say about His imminent departure would have a profound effect on them. He
gave significance to the emblems bread and wine, as a means of remembering
His sacrificial death which was shortly to take place. To reassure them He
divulged the secret of His second coming and promised to pray the Father to
send the Holy Spirit to indwell them.
During the Lord's public ministry, when speaking to the apostles, the title He
most frequently used of Himself was the Son of Man. This was particularly true
when speaking of His coming to earth in glory: "When the Son of Man comes in
His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His
glory" (Matt.25:31). But in the Upper Room His ministry was direct and in the
first person. When the traitor Judas had left the supper table, the Lord felt free to
speak of some of the matters on His heart: "Little children, I shall be with you a
little while longer "... Simon Peter said to Him, "Lord, where are You going?... I
go to prepare a place for you 1 will come again and receive you to Myself; that
where I am, there you may be also" (Jn 13:33-14:3). The
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Lord's second coming will be in two phases or stages. He comes first to the air in
fulfilment of His promise, "1 will come again ". After an interval He will return to
earth as Son of Man to judge the nations and establish His millennial Kingdom.

The enabling shout
In the Upper Room the Lord had said, "I will come again ". The personal nature of
His return is emphasized by Paul, For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven.
The writer believes that three audible signals will announce the Lord's descent into
the air. He comes with a shout, (loud command- NIV) with the voice of an archangel,
and with the trumpet of God (1 Thess.4:16). The Lord descends with a shout of
command. The word translated 'shout' or 'loud command' was used to describe the call
of the ship's master to the rowers and the commander's order to his troops, conveying
authority and urgency. When the Lord commands, He gives enabling power, so that
both the dead in Christ and all living believers will respond to His clarion call in a
reunion which will never be followed by separation: And thus we shall always be with
the Lord (1 Thess.4:17). The joyous hope of reunion in resurrection is based on the
truth that Jesus died and rose again (1 Thess.4:14) The order is: Christ the first-fruits,
afterward those who are Christ's at His coming (1 Cor. 15:23). The Lord's second
advent is the believer's great source of comfort, hope and spiritual strength for
service, it also provides assurance of an eternal future with Him.

Final deliverance
As believers, we are waiting for the redemption of our body (Rom. 8:23), for there is
a great deal in our present experience to stir a longing for the deliverance that the
Lord's quickening shout will bring. Paul wrote of the law of sin which is in my
members constantly warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into
captivity. This led him to call out, O wretched man that 1 am! Who will deliver me
from this body of death? (Rom.7:23,24). The Lord's advent will bring deliverance
from the very presence and effects of sin. The change that will take place will be of
split-second duration; it is a transformation from corruption to incorruption and
from mortality to immortality. Then the Saviour who 'formed our ruined souls
anew' will transform our lowly body, that it may he conformed to His glorious body
(Phil.3:21). Every believer will then have a body similar in nature to the Lord's own
resurrection body, but there will still be individual differences to ensure personal
recognition.
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Principles of Church Growth

9. Fellowship with each
other
Greg Neely, Toronto, Canada
Who are your closest and most intimate friends? Your answer to that question may
indicate with whom you have your most valuable times of fellowship. It is a
fundamental principle of church growth that there be communion, communication and
companionship with one another within that community of the Son of God, 'the
fellowship' of 1 Cor.1:9. As an outworking of that, the early disciples were together,
and had all things common... and were sharing [their possessions] with all, as anyone
might have need. Not only so, they were taking their meals together with gladness
and sincerity of heart (Acts 2:42-46). The following verse links this fellowship with
growth: And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being
saved (v.47).
The word for fellowship in the Greek comes from the root contained in the word
'koinos', meaning common. It is an essential part of fellowship that those so
enjoying each other's company have something in common which is both
meaningful and binding. The person and doctrine of the Lord Jesus Christ more than
adequately meet those criteria! As those who love the Lord and serve Him as
obedient disciples, we partner together, and with Him. In doing so we develop a
testimony that can be seen and appreciated: By this all men will know that you
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are My disciples, if you have love for one another (Jn 13:35).
That love for one another is based on our common love for the Lord and our common,
absolute loyalty to His people. His house, His authority and His Word. It will
evidence itself in the following ways:
♦ An enjoyment of being together; indeed, a need to be together - with frequent
opportunities to fulfil that need!
♦ Warm hospitality, not only from overseers whose character exhibits this trait
(Tit.1:8), but from all saints (Rom.12:13).
♦ A willingness to share generously with one another from what the Lord has given,
both materially and spiritually (Gal.6:6; Phil.4:10-18; Heb.13:16; l Pet.4:10).
♦ A delight in serving one another (Rom.16:1,2,6; Gal.6:10; Phil.2:3,4).
♦ A willingness to bear one another's burdens (Rom.15:1; Gal.6:2).
♦ Unfailing forgiveness of one another (Eph.4:32; Col.3:13).
♦ Separation from dishonorable vessels and sanctification to the Lord (2 Tim.2:21;
2 Cor.6:14,15).
♦ Faithful attendance at gatherings for the church (Heb.10:25).
There are, however, very real and imposing obstacles which Satan casts in our way and
which we may allow to impede our progress in this essential aspect of church growth.
Among them are identified the following:
♦ We are extremely busy with occupations, often with both spouses working outside
the home.
♦ Our close friends are not necessarily those who are in our church.
♦ Grievances one with the other and personality conflicts are not dealt with
according to scriptural principle.
♦ Cliques may inadvertently exclude others from fellowshipping with them.
These obstacles create an estrangement between disciples in a church and allow for
the development of discontent and dissatisfaction which can lead some to feel their
needs are not being met. It is a key element to remember, therefore, that being a
disciple of the Lord Jesus means we do not serve the Lord so that our needs are met,
but because we have as our ambition ... to be pleasing to Him (2 Cor.5:9). A life of
faith based on that premise will change our perspective. It is a fact that we manage to
do the things we want to do, regardless of the cost, the inconvenience, the sacrifices,
the distances and the
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other obstacles that are thrown in our way. If we want something, we go to extreme
lengths to get it. It is just as blatant that we often do not do the things we need to do
even when the obstacles and challenges are less onerous. Just think how easy it is to
put off a time of prayer, Bible reading, memorization of scripture, and. yes,
fellowship with others, just because of tiredness or inclement weather or being
busy with other things! The need to do these things is both urgent and important.
The largest challenge in this regard, as in so many others, is to change the 'need to'
into the 'want to'! However, much too often, the 'want' to do them is lacking or nonexistent! Yet the answer to developing a burning desire to do these things is found in
actually doing them! The more active we become in fellowship, this essential
ingredient of our disciple lifestyle, the more we desire it. And when we want it, we
do it, whatever the cost. The very saints who are starving for fellowship are
sometimes the people who absent themselves from the very activities that would
meet their need.
In Acts 2, there was a dynamic group of people who were constantly in each other's
company, praising God, and speaking His word on a day-to-day basis. It is not
surprising that many were being saved and added by the Lord to this Spirit-led people.
Does the account not give us some important principles in this matter of growth
related to our fellowship? People see that we are disciples by our explicit
manifestations of love for one another exhibited when we are together (not
exclusively, but generally). Our enjoyment of each other as we delight in the Lord and
our power in witness as we go out to the needy together draw sinners to the One
whose love we show forth. This is where evangelism has its outworking: this is where
prayer gets its burden; this is where holy living shows Christ; this is where good
works have their meaning: this is where the doctrine of the Lord achieves its goal: this
is where our relationship with the Lord is deepened. Fellowship with each other is
essential, not just attendance at a meeting to be 'entertained' by a speaker, but an active
participation in the work of the Lord together, out where the Lord is seeking to save
the lost! For fellowship is not a 'stand-alone' aspect of the Lord's doctrine. It is a
fundamental aspect of nearly all that we do as the people of God, as 'the fellowship
of the Son of God', as the house of God. We absent ourselves from it at our peril!
So what are some practices to which we can commit to ensure that our fellowship
with one another is God-honouring, is Christ-centred and is people-focused? We
need to:
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♦

Become educated in the needs of the saints in our own assembly and in others'
and choose to respond after the example of the Macedonians (2 Cor.8:1-5).
♦ Be a generous giver and allow others to be the same. Learn to graciously receive
what others give (Lk.6:38).
♦ Develop a character that causes others to say of you: the hearts of the saints have
been refreshed through you (Philn.7).
♦ Open your home to fellowship occasions where fellow disciples and their guests
are comfortable and welcome and able to participate in the activities and
discussion (Lk.10:38).
♦ Determine that, since fellowship can be shown in different ways, some spiritual,
some material, each one of us can engage actively in this essential activity. Then
we need to do so (Rom.15:27; Gal.6:6).
♦ Instead of using only the usual criteria for determining where to live in a locality
(cost, convenience, community), add an additional criterion to your list: to live
close by other saints so that practical aspects of ‘the fellowship’ can be lived out
day by day (Acts 2:46).
♦ When an activity is planned, be there if at all possible!
When our faithful God called us into this community that is the possession of His Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord (1 Cor.1:9), He did not intend that we should walk alone,
isolated from our fellow-disciples. To the Corinthians, Paul said: You are Christ's
body (1 Cor.12:27). Not that they were the entire Church which is His Body, but
that, as a church of God in the fellowship of God's Son, they were characteristic of
the whole body. As such, the life of the body should be seen working fully within that
church of God setting! Each member of the body needs the others; none is
unnecessary! But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body,
just as He desired (1 Cor.12:18). His placement of you in the body at your salvation,
and His call to you to be a part of the fellowship of His Son as an obedient disciple,
demand your interaction with others whom He has likewise called.
Scripture quotations from the NASB.
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The Epistle to the Romans

9. The Law of the Spirit
John Terrell, Carlisle, England
We now come to the 8th chapter of Romans, and will approach this remarkable
passage of Scripture in two pans. First we discuss Rom.8:1-25.
Rom.8 is primarily about the Holy Spirit and the believer. It triumphantly succeeds
chapter 7 where Paul shared with us his inmost thoughts about the effects upon him of
the law and of sin. He reached a climax of near-despair with. What a wretched man I
am! (Rom.7:11). His inmost being, sensitive to God's law, impelled him to one course
of action, while his old sinful nature drove him to another. But despair? Oh no; that,
Paul learned, was not God's purpose for him. nor for any Christian. Now there is
presented to us a new law, the law of the Spirit of life. This is ours through Jesus
Christ, and has the power to liberate from the law of sin and death.
The first passage of this chapter, up to Rom.8:17, expounds the difference between
the natural mind of sinful man and the mind controlled by the Holy Spirit. The apostle
reminds his readers of the spring and source of this Spirit-led victorious living. It
was in God sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. God
forbid that we ever forget the glory and grace of this divine initiative. With the work of
Calvary an accomplished triumph of deliverance, the Lord Jesus promised His own.
You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you (Acts 1:8).
Now this strong apostle of Jesus Christ says. If Christ is in you, your body is dead
because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness. And if the Spirit of
him who raised Jesus from the dead is living
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in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies
through his Spirit, who lives in you (Rom.8:11). And again he says, if by the Spirit you
put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, because those who are led by the
Spirit of God are sons of God ...we are God's children ... heirs of God and co-heirs
with Christ (Rom.8:13-17).
In Rom.6 we read, do not let sin reign in your mortal bodies, and, count yourself
dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. Now here in chapter 8 we are forcefully
reminded of the available grace and power of the Holy Spirit to enable us to do just
that. A study of Rom.8 can hardly help becoming a study of the work of the divine
Spirit in, and for, the believer in Christ. We have the law of the Spirit; the witness of
the Spirit; the first-fruits of the Spirit; and the intercession of the Spirit. Linked to
the Lord's own promises about the Holy Spirit in Jn 14&16, we have a rich
compendium of teaching about that wonderful self-effacing Person of the Holy
Trinity who is designated in 2 Cor.3:18, the Lord... the Spirit.
Then following on from his vigorous exhortation towards a Spirit-controlled mind,
and our bodies truly becoming instruments of righteousness, we are given a salutary
insight into some of the wider purposes of God. If, says Paul, we indeed share in
Christ's sufferings, it is in order that we may also share in His glory. And that glory in
which we are one day to share, and which will be revealed to us, is something that
God plans to be shared by the whole of creation. Here God's purposes are seen in all
their cosmic grandeur. Creation itself, we read, will be liberated from its bondage to
decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God (Rom.8:21).
Yes, it is a Christian responsibility to conserve the environment today, and all in
anticipation of God bringing all His purposes of universal restoration to fruition. We
wait eagerly, says Rom.8:23, for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our
bodies. Then at last will come the full deliverance from this body of death that we read
about in chapter 7. In due course will follow the restored perfection of all creation
beyond the wildest dreams of any ecologist. This God will do; and in this hope we
were saved. But a final realistic call to patience as we hope for what we do not yet
have: We wait for it patiently (Rom.8:24,25).
(Biblical quotations are from the NIV).
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Sainthood
George Prasher, Manchester, England
One Sunday last June saw hundreds of thousands gather in Rome for a ceremony to
mark the canonization by Pope John Paul II of a certain Italian monk known as Padre
Pio (1882-1968). He was the 462nd saint to be named by the present Pope, a much
greater number than by any former member of the papal office.
The idea of specially venerating individuals whose lives have been outstanding in piety
and good works has developed from quite early centuries of the Christian era. At
first it was applied mainly to martyrs, but gradually extended more widely. Both the
Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox communions endorsed the practice, so that in
process of time the number of recognized saints has multiplied into many hundreds.
Much care is taken to check the credentials of a person proposed for sainthood, as
illustrated by the Roman Catholic procedures. The person's sanctity, virtues or
martyrdom are reviewed, and their writings examined. Evidence is required that at
least two miracles have resulted from prayers to him/her after their death. The
examining authority is known as the Sacred Congregation of Rites. One of its
members is appointed to argue against granting saintly status and is known as
'advocatus diaboli', a Latin term from which comes our English expression 'devil's
advocate'. The Pope personally makes the final decision, usually after further
consultation with several cardinals.
How far removed all this is from the Holy Spirit's use of the word 'saint' in Scripture!
Certainly the Greek word 'hagios', usually translated 'saint' in our New Testament,
means 'separated from sin and therefore consecrated to God, sacred' (Vine). But it is
used of Christian believers generally on the ground of the righteousness imputed to
them at salvation, not because of their own worth or
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merit. It is of course God's intention that they should live holy lives in character
with their privileged status as saints. Far from claiming any personal distinction
such as would be implied in the designation 'Saint Paul'. this mighty apostle spoke of
himself as less than the least of all the saints (Eph.3:8). He wrote to disciples of
Christ in Rome and Corinth as those called to he saints (Rom.1:7 1 Cor.1:2). He
urged the disciples in Ephesus, as is fitting for saints, not even to name among
themselves matters of moral wickedness (Eph.5:3). The whole idea of ascribing
special sainthood to selected individuals long after their death is foreign to
Scripture. It belongs to the realm of unscriptural religious tradition.
The serious outworking of this becomes more apparent when the notion of praying to
these saints is taken into account. Once a saint is canonized veneration is required
throughout the Roman Catholic church. Individuals may pray to these saints for
healing or other favours. Some of the saints are reputed to be especially helpful to
certain groups of people (e.g. travellers). Others are adopted as 'patron saint' for a
particular country. Every day millions of misguided people pray to this saint or that,
according to their preference, and many become persuaded that help has been
received in response to these prayers.
Yet how can this be? For Scripture is emphatic that there is one God and one
Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom
for all. to be testified in due time (1 Tim.2:5,6). So Christ's mediation between God
and mankind is based on His sacrificial death and resurrection. Who but He is able to
fulfil this role? How comprehensive also is the Lord's own statement in Jn 14:6: "I am
the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me."
Whether seeking towards God for salvation, or coming to Him as His children, the
Lord Jesus is exclusively appointed as the One through whom approach is possible.
Nor is there any inkling in Scripture that requests might be made to holy men or
women of God after their decease.
The traditional appeal of prayers to the saints is immense. In the case of the recently
canonized Padre Pio seven million pilgrims annually flock to his shrine in the Italian
region of Puglia. They visit the black marble tomb, hug his statue, and fondly stroke
the glass case containing his robe and sandals -all in hope of healing or other benefits
supposed to result from revering him and praying to him.
Did not the Lord Jesus accuse certain religious Jews at that time of making void, or
nullifying, God's Word by their traditions? (Matt.15:6). How patently the traditions of
Christendom regarding sainthood have had a similar result!
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Stephen's Defence before
the Sanhedrin
Martin Dyer, Edinburgh, Scotland
Marked resemblance
Stephen is thrust suddenly on to the pages of the Word as a man full of faith and of the
Holy Spirit (Acts 6:5). There is much in his experience that resembles that of the Lord.
His testimony and works aroused the enmity of the Jews, leading to his arrest, the
setting up of false witnesses, his trial and death. The Lord said to His disciples, a
servant is not greater than his lord. If they persecuted me, they will also persecute
you (Jn 15:20). Faithful Stephen found the truth of these words. He would also
experience the truth of the Lord's words in Lk.21:15, I will give you a mouth and
wisdom, which all your adversaries shall not be able to withstand or gainsay.
Stephen's words and works aroused an aggressive challenge and the accusation of
blasphemy. Stephen, like the Lord before him, found an unholy alliance in the
people, the elders, and the scribes joined together in a common purpose to persecute a
man more righteous and better than themselves.
Contrasting expressions
Solomon tells us in Eccles.8:1, A man's wisdom maketh his face to shine and the
hardness of his face is changed. As Stephen was arraigned before the council, all
that sat in the council, fastening their eyes on him, saw his face as it had been the face
of an angel (Acts 6:15). What a contrast in expressions must have been evident,
malevolence seen in the council, and an angelic appearance in Stephen - a scene
worthy of a good painter. It is difficult for us to imagine what an angel's face may be
like. Of the angel who rolled away
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the stone from the tomb where the Lord had been buried we read, His appearance
was as lightning (Matt.28:3). Whatever Stephen's face was like, it was certainly very
different from those around, with something of the radiance of heaven about it. His
appearance was in itself a testimony to his enemies.

Editorial emphasis
In the world of journalism, the amount of coverage given to a news item or article is
an indication of its importance in the view of the editor. In Stephen's defence we have
one of the longest chapters in the New Testament. This tells us about the great interest
of the Holy Spirit as 'editor' of the Scriptures, in Stephen's defence, martyrdom and
its consequences; events of great importance in His design of the New Testament.
Stephen's address to the council covers nearly 2000 years of Israel's history, from the
call of Abraham to the death of Christ. It is a masterly condensing of salient points
in the nation's history- giving facts and faults, all of them skilfully marshalled.
Among the facts of Israel's history alluded to by Stephen are two details that
appear to contradict the account given in Gen.46:27 and in Ex.12:40 with regard
to the number of souls that went down to Egypt with Jacob, and with the time
spent in that land. Gen.46:27 states that all the souls of the house of Jacob, which
came into Egypt, were threescore and ten. Stephen refers to threescore and fifteen
souls, a difference of five. An explanation may lie in what Stephen said: Joseph
sent, and called to him Jacob his father, and all his kindred. The "all" would include
Joseph, his wife, his two sons and his brother Simeon who was being held in Egypt.
Gen.46:27, Ex.1:5 and Deut.10:22 give only the number who accompanied Jacob
on his journey. Stephen further refers to a period of 400 years that Abraham's
seed spent in Egypt, in agreement with the word of the Lord in Gen.15:13.
However, Ex.12:40 states that Israel sojourned in Egypt for 430 years, a difference
of 30 years. In the view of the writer, the explanation again lies in what was said.
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The period of 400 years began with the birth of Isaac; 400 years from his birth to the
Exodus. The 430 years of the book of Exodus begins with the call of Abraham in Ur
of the Chaldees. He was 75 years of age when he left Haran and 100 years old when
Isaac was born, so giving a period of 5 years between the God of glory appearing to
him before he dwelt in Haran and his departure from that place. Thus, there were 430
years from the call in Ur to the Exodus.

Scriptural skill
Stephen's knowledge of Israel's past enabled him to be bold enough to contradict
his accusers and show them from the Scriptures how far astray they had gone. He
outlined developments in Israel from the days of Moses, which ultimately resulted in
the rejection of Christ. The nation's attitude towards the Lord and their denial of Him
before Pilate was similar to their treatment of Moses and their questioning of his
divinely given credentials. Stephen thrust home to them the fact that, in those early
days of their experience, having seen signs and wonders and having been given the
living oracles of God, they had rejected God and His Word and had turned to
idolatrous worship. He reinforced this argument by showing from the book of Amos,
written hundreds of years later, that God regarded those events as the start of a
condition that would eventually lead to judgement and captivity in Babylon.
Stephen knew the pride that these men had in the Temple and its service. Herod had
lavished money and time on refurbishment and extensions to the earlier structure.
Stephen cites the fact that Solomon had built a house for the God of Jacob. These men
would know of its magnificence. Stephen then immediately quotes from Isa.66:1,2,
which shows the divine perspective on a material dwelling place made with human
hands. In this we see his skill in handling the Scriptures. No place here for pride in the
work of human hands, when the Most High views the earth as His footstool, and all
material things as having been made by Him.

Sharp analysis
Stephen's fearless denunciation of these men sharpens in tone as he says they are stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears (Acts 6:51). All that Israel had
experienced at the hands of the Lord - good or bad - had not in any way altered their
spirit of resistance to the working of the Holy Spirit. Stephen's spiritual insight
discerned this as being a key in times past to their rejection and killing of the prophets,
who spoke of the coming of Christ and now in his generation led to the betrayal and
murder of the Son of God. The response of these men to Stephen's witness exposed
their corrupt sinful nature - whited sepulchres, as the Lord described their fellows
(Matt.23:37). Stephen's listeners, when they
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heard these things, they were cut to the heart and they gnashed on him with their teeth
(Acts 6:57). Stephen spoke, in the power of the Holy Spirit, words from God penetrating
the hearts of these hard, hateful men. Such words were living, and active, and sharper
than am- two-edged sword and piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of both
joints and marrow, and quick to discern the thoughts and intents of the heart (Heb.4:12).
Their intentions were clear! They gnashed on him with their teeth!

Divine design
Stephen at his end knew the realization of the first promise that the Lord made to anyone
after the commencement of his ministry. The Lord said to Nathanael. Thou shah see
greater things than these... Verily, verily, 1 say unto you. Ye shall see the heaven opened,
and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man (Jn 1:50,51). What
a sight for Stephen, to lift his eyes heavenward from the faces before him, and to see the
glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God (Acts 6:55). Shortly
afterwards, he was in that heavenly place.
The death of Stephen marked a turning point in the development of the work in those
early days. Stephen leaves the scene, and immediately we are introduced to a young man
named Saul, with all the expansion of things that would spring from him. Stephen's death
ushered in a period of great persecution, when many of the saints were scattered abroad,
taking the word of the Lord with them, and so contributing to its spread in Judea. Samaria
and other areas. It also saw the furtherance of the gospel among the Gentiles, giving
effect to the Lord's command in Matt.28:19: Go ... make disciples of all the nations. As
Asaph said. Surely the wrath of man shall praise Thee (Ps.76:10).
Biblical quotations from the RV
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Principles of Church Growth

10. Mutual Care and
Support
Ron Thomas, Hamilton, Canada
Introduction
Churches of God may be large or small. Scripture does not tell us a lot about the size
of the early churches because it is not the major determinant of a healthy church.
Nevertheless, rapid growth was evident on the Day of Pentecost when all who
repented and believed the preaching of Peter were baptized and about three thousand
were added to the Church of God in Jerusalem.1 The church continued to grow as
the Lord added to their number each day those who were being saved.2
These new disciples cultivated an attitude of devotion to the apostles' teaching, the
fellowship, the breaking of bread and the prayers.3 They were committed to each other
and nurtured a strong sense of mutual care in the church as demonstrated by their
willingness to sell their possessions in order to give to any who were in need. In every
way, this young church, the first church of God, demonstrated dynamic growth.

The benefits of the early persecution
Not everyone was willing to accept the preaching of the apostles. In only a relatively
short time the teachers of the Jews could not withstand the truth that Stephen spoke
and in their rage they stoned him until he died. On that same day a great persecution
broke out against the church at Jerusalem4 and it grew in intensity. However,
persecution contributed to the churches being unified in one heart and boldness of
purpose5 and, as the
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believers were scattered abroad, new churches of God were planted in other towns
and cities. The Fellowship grew numerically as more believers were added to the
churches.
Persecution would also strengthen growth in the love and care those in the Fellowship
had for each other. Someone facing a personal crisis alone can be overwhelmed by the
feelings of inadequacy, guilt, failure or hopelessness. It is a great comfort to know that
all born-again believers are hidden with Christ in God6 and nothing is able to separate
them from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.7 David wrote, Praise be to
the Lord, to God our Saviour, who daily bears our burdens.8 Likewise, it is essential
today for brethren and sisters in the Fellowship to share each other's burdens9 so that
each individual never needs to feel isolated and alone.

Shepherds watch over the flock
Fellowship with other believers is important, for the Lord Jesus never promised a
Christian walk without obstacles. In fact, the Lord Jesus taught the very opposite
saying, "If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you." 10 We are thankful for
the assurance that God will not let us be tempted beyond what we can bear and when
we are tempted. He will also provide a way out.11 There is great comfort in His
promise, "I will never leave you nor forsake you." 12 The challenge is, with the help
of those who care, to choose the correct response to our daily difficulties and trials.
Believers were never intended by God to walk the Christian pathway
unaccompanied and without support in times of weakness.
The Lord asked Peter three times, "Do you love Me?" and he replied three times
in the affirmative that he did. The Lord responded by telling him to feed, and take care
of. His lambs and sheep.13 Believers are described as sheep, but are not to be like
sheep wandering in the wilderness. One of God's purposes in the Fellowship was that
believers may be together in one flock under the care of shepherds. Alongside the
lofty privileges associated with worship and spiritual unity, churches of God exist
so that believers may be knitted together as one in a community recognizable by
its love and caring. The shepherds or elders are appointed from among the brethren
to nurture and keep watch over the flock as men who must give account to the Lord
Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd.14
Shepherds must feed and take care of the flock and
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this service should be a joy, not a burden. In this regard, we must submit to our
elders15 and maintain a spiritual fervour, serving the Lord. All are to be like-minded,
honouring others above themselves and to be devoted to one another in sincere
brotherly love.16 Our love is not an unchanging, static thing: it increases or diminishes
over time. The Lord will help each of us to increase and abound in love for each other
and for everyone else. 17 This deepening care for those in the Fellowship is love in
action, a reflection of God's love that shines into our hearts and should radiate into
the darkness of our world.

A sense of belonging and caring for the needs of others
Compared to many church congregations, churches of God today are generally
considered to be quite small, but this enables each face in the assembly to be
recognized and each person known by name. This sense of identity fosters a close
fellowship of mutual care and support where each is able to consider others better
than himself and to look not only at his own interests, but also to the interests of
others.18 A feeling of oneness and belonging to a spiritual family is facilitated by
good communication, where everyone has an awareness of specific needs of others
and, therefore, the opportunity to respond.
The art of listening is important for more than learning. It also demonstrates a caring
and sympathetic attitude towards the feelings and emotions of others as they struggle
beneath life's burdens that are weighing them down spiritually. Listening carefully,
with empathy, confidentiality and unquestioned trustworthiness is indispensable
to gain the confidence of those who need help. Both brethren and sisters are able to
practice a pastoral care among the saints simply by listening and supporting those
who are stumbling in their spiritual pathway. It is true that some may be more gifted
for this work than others, but it is a quality that all need to exercise as they strive to
excel in those gifts that lead to the edification of the whole church.19
Unfortunately, we all suffer from the weaknesses of our human nature and often feel
inadequate in perceiving the needs of others. It requires a commitment of love,
because when all else fails, love never fails.20 Love is a fruit of the Spirit, and through
love we are able to establish a delightful environment of caring, because love always
protects, always trusts, always hopes and always perseveres.21 Therefore, we
endeavour to keep the command of the Lord Jesus when He said, "... love one
another; as I have loved you ... By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you
have love for one another." 22
This love and care for all in the Fellowship should be a consistent lifestyle.
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but it wasn't always that way. Paul did not commend the church in Corinth for its
love.23 Instead he told them that he had opened his heart to them and did not
withhold his affection from them, but they were withholding theirs from him.
This was not a fair exchange and he implored them to open wide their hearts.
There were some exceptions to this lack of care and he mentioned a few who had
refreshed his spirit when they came to support him.24 He encouraged the saints to
recognize all those who laboured in the 'service of the saints' and suggested that
they submit to the humble example of Stephanas and his household. Paul dwelt at
some length in his first letter to the Corinthians about their lack of love and
service. When he wrote his second letter, he was able to write of his
encouragement and confidence in them for their devotion to the care and support
of others.25 Paul recognized that this aspect of tending the sheep in the flock is
essential to the healthy growth, and indeed survival, of the church.

Conclusion
Although the churches of God today are not experiencing rapid growth in
numbers everywhere, they continue to demonstrate solid development in love
and care. This pleasant atmosphere of love amongst those in the Fellowship is a
strong indicator of a healthy church. Over the years, this expression of love
demonstrated in mutual care and support has permeated the Fellowship. It has
been a testimony to believers and unbelievers alike; many were first attracted to a
church of God because of this mutual care. It is with thankfulness that we should
look to those who in trial and affliction have known God's comfort, for they are
then able to comfort others as the need arises.26 The Christian pathway is
sometimes difficult, but as Christians in the Fellowship, we do not need to walk
alone.
1) Acts 2:41, 42
2) Acts 2:47
3) Acts 2:42
5) Acts 8:6; 9:31 cf 4:32
6) Col.3:3
8) Ps.68:19 (NIV) 9) Gal.6:2
10) Jn 15:20
12) Heb.13:5
13) Jn 21:15-17
14) Heb.13:20
16) Rom. 12:10-13
17) 1 Thess.3:12
19) 1 Cor.14:12
20) 1 Cor.13:8
21) 1 Cor.13:4
23)2 Cor.6:11,12 24) 1 Cor.16:15-18 NIV
25) 2 Cor.7:12.13,16
26) 2 Cor.1:4
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4) Acts 8:1
7) Rom.8:37-39
11) 1 Cor.10:13
15) Heb.13:17
18) Phil.2:3, 4
22) Jn 13:34.35

The Epistle to the Romans

10. More than Conquerors
John Terrell, Carlisle, England
Having considered the apostle's teaching in the early part of Rom.8, we come now to
some very profound words on the subject of God's eternal purposes, and our
Christian response to these. Paul has expounded strongly encouraging truth concerning
the work of the Holy Spirit in the believer. His divine ministry is in the believer's
mind and heart, so that he lives out the mind of the Spirit and not the mind of the
flesh. All of this leads wonderfully to our appreciation of the truth of adoption and the
fatherhood of God. In turn, this stirs in our hearts a longing for the ultimate fulfilment
of all the associated promises, notably the redemption of our body.
But just as the gracious Holy Spirit creates this sanctified hope in our hearts. He
also understands the severe limitations we face in speaking to God with full
understanding of these profound things. So we have in Rom.8:26, In the same way. the
Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray, but the Spirit
himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. Now here is a very
remarkable thing in Paul's unique presentation of the gospel which we call the epistle
to the Romans. It is part of the precious declaration of many aspects of the work of
the Holy Spirit for the Christian. And it is the only place in the whole of the New
Testament revealing how intimately the Holy Spirit shares with us and supports us
in prayer.
Who has not felt an overwhelming sense of inadequacy in trying to express our
thoughts and
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petitions to the Lord? Especially as we consider the deep well of divine purpose
and knowledge, so very far beyond the capacity of our tiny minds. Praise God, the
Holy Spirit comes alongside, and as this passage reminds us, the Spirit intercedes for
the saints in accordance with God's will (Rom.8:27). This is a unique gem of New
Testament teaching on prayer and one which, although we cannot stay now 10 discuss
it further, calls for the most careful meditation. It offers a wonderful re-assurance to
our often troubled human spirit.
We should always remember that this amazing Holy Spirit support in our prayers is
linked to a verse which has brought great comfort to many, and yet leaves certain
questions in our frail human minds too. The words are, And we know that in all
things, God works for the good of those who love him. who have been called
according to his purpose. Then we are reminded of the believer's place in divine
foreknowledge, predestination, calling, justification, and ultimate glorification. These
issues could engage our meditation for a long time, but it seems that the apostle is
saying here, 'Trust the great God whose eternal purposes for each of us are so
profound; trust Him to weave every thread of the fabric of our lives with perfect
wisdom and love, so that the final outcome is always, whatever the circumstances of
life, a good one.'
What then shall we say in response to this? asks Rom.8:31. We have come to one of
the points in Romans where Paul pauses to take stock. And what a magnificent stocktaking! If God is for us. who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son,
but gave him up for us all - how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us
all things? Who, he demands, will bring any charge, will dare to condemn? The
Lord Jesus Christ, our intercessor, is at God's right hand.
Then comes the final challenge, one which fills the believing heart with exhilaration
and overflowing confidence. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Paul's
grand exposition of gospel truth is not dry incomprehensible theology. It is about an
infinitely loving Saviour. It is about looking trouble, hardships, persecutions, famine,
nakedness, danger or sword, straight in the face and asserting in calm, confident trust,
in all these things we are more than conquerors though him who loved us.
Conquerors in life and in death; conquerors in the face of an uncertain future;
undeterred by threats from demonic powers; indeed by any circumstance or creature;
conquerors because inseparable from the divine love of Christ Jesus our Lord.
Paul has been stretching our minds on deep things about law and grace, about
adoption and foreknowledge. But thank you, beloved apostle, for such a sweet note on
which to close this section of your letter; it speaks to the heart, and the words are
words of confidence, joy and glory.
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Johannesburg World
Summit
George Prasher, Manchester, England
Two months ago the largest ever United Nations gathering took place in
Johannesburg, South Africa. The objective? - a World Summit on Sustainable
Development, to seek international cooperation in addressing the best means of
conserving natural resources and their more equitable distribution between richer and
poorer parts of the world.
There was something ironic about the choice of venue in an opulent suburb of
Johannesburg, a city with adjacent Soweto Township, emblem of deprivation and
former apartheid oppression. In his opening speech South Africa's President Thabo
Mbeki said that the gap between the world's richest and poorest nations was
'unsustainable', and urged delegates to reach agreement on measures which would help
to narrow the gap. Most would doubtless agree this to be a worthy objective, but how
to bring it about remains the problem.
For example, it has been widely suggested that one of the best ways to help
developing countries would be for rich nations to open their markets to products
which poorer countries can supply more cheaply. At present the United States and
Europe impose high tariffs on the import of many such products. At the same time they
provide subsidies to encourage production in their own countries. Sugar is a case in
point. Europe is the most expensive place to produce it, yet has become the world's
biggest sugar exporter. The United States and some European countries were not
prepared to admit this subject to the Summit agenda.
Overall the outcome of the Summit was disappointing. A firm agreement was
reached to curb illegal fishing and rebuild depleted stocks by year 2015. On most
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issues however no binding agreements were achieved. This led some to regard the
Summit as 'better at producing lofty platitudes than action'. Others were less
severely critical, feeling that the ten-day discussion of these vital issues raised world
awareness of their importance, exposed harmful trade policies and provided useful
exchange of ideas towards future progress.
Scripture confirms human responsibility regarding the creation over which mankind
was given rule (see Gen.1:26-30). As David also was moved to write in Ps.8: You
made him (man) ruler over (he works of your hands (NIV). This responsibility was
made more difficult when as a result of sin the ground was cursed (Gen.3:17) and
creation brought into the bondage of corruption, so that the whole creation groans and
labours with birth pangs until now (Rom. 8:21,22). When we add to this the effects of
human mismanagement through self-interest, greed and enmities it's not difficult to
understand why chaotic dislocation of earth's resources has followed.
While problems of health, climate change and food resources were being
exhaustively discussed at the Johannesburg Summit, a stark reminder of tragedy
through disease, drought and famine was unfolding across a great swathe of Africa,
from Angola through Zambia to Malawi and south into Zimbabwe. Successive years
of drought have ruined crops of staple foods. A fearful AIDS epidemic has ravaged
many areas. Poor nutrition makes people more vulnerable to the virus. The resulting
increased death toll reduces the numbers working on the land. Many children are left
orphaned before they've learned to farm, so food production is further diminished.
Thankfully, international help has been mobilized to support the 13 million people at
risk, but immense human suffering seems inevitable, and prayer for God's
overruling mercy is urgently called for.
The apostle Peter used a remarkable expression in Acts 3:21 - the times of restoration
of all things. Those times are linked with the return to earth of the Lord Jesus, as
spoken of by God's prophets since the world began.
God be merciful unto us. and bless us... That thy way may be known upon earth,
Thy saving health among all nations... Let all the peoples praise thee... For thou shah
judge the peoples with equity... The earth hath yielded her increase... And all the
ends of the earth shall fear him. (Ps.67 RV).
The times of restoration of all things will be based upon universal
acknowledgement of spiritual salvation in the Lord Jesus Christ; but His saving
health among the nations will extend also to ecological adjustment, plentiful food and
physical well-being (Ps.72:16,17; Isa.65:20-25). All nations will be ruled with equity,
blessed contrast to the wide differentials in resources which afflict the present world
order.
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The Meekness and
Gentleness of Christ
Phil Capewell. Stoke-on-Trent, England
I have been interested recently in the expression in 2 Cor.10:1, the meekness and
gentleness of Christ. In an article of that name,1 James Martin defined meekness
as 'love suffering' and gentleness as 'love serving'; meekness as 'love in repose',
gentleness as 'love in action'; meekness as 'love bearing evil', gentleness as 'love
doing good'. I've looked at the meekness and gentleness of Christ in some of the
closing scenes of His life in which Peter also features prominently. It's not intended
as a character assassination of Peter, but to show up these characteristics of his
Lord.

Meekness
Many Bible students suggest that the words 'meek' and 'meekness' indicate not just a
person's outward behaviour, but 'an inward grace of the soul', the exercises of
which are first and foremost towards God. 'It is that temper of spirit in which we
accept His dealings with us as good, and therefore without disputing or resisting'.
Being primarily an acceptance of God's dealings, it also manifests itself to others
especially in the face of insult or injury, recognising that such hurt may be allowed or
employed by God for His glory. It is difficult to translate into English, for our terms
meekness and mildness usually seem to have a connotation of weakness. The Greek
word definitely has no such thought. It was demonstrated by the Lord Himself and
commended to His followers as the fruit of inner strength. A person is not, as is
commonly suggested, meek because he cannot help himself. The Lord was meek, yet
had the infinite resources of God at
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His command. Meekness is the result of controlled strength and is the opposite of
self-assertiveness and self-interest.

Gentleness
Vine says that gentleness denotes fairness, moderation, sweet reasonableness. Of the
adjective. Trench says that it denotes, 'seemly, fitting; hence equitable. fair, moderate,
forbearing, not insisting on the letter of the law'. A gentle person knows when to
apply the law and when not to apply it. His first concern is not to stand for his legal
rights, but to bring Christian love to bear on a situation.
Peter seems to fail frequently in those closing days of His Lord's earthly ministry:
twice in the upper room, when he missed the opportunity to wash his Lord's feet and
then protested that the Lord would never wash his feet; in the garden when, three
times, he was supposed to be at prayer and when he drew the sword; and three times
when he denied his Lord in the high priest's court. Other disciples failed in some of
those respects; Peter in all of them, but he served a Man who was both meek and
gentle.

In the upper room
Peter, who, with John had seen the unusual sight of a man bearing a pitcher of water,
and had followed him to the house, failed to see his opportunity to wash the Lord's
feet. Meekly, without remonstrating, the Lord set aside his garments in a little cameo
of His greater stoop from heaven's glory, and began gently to wash their feet. The
meekness and gentleness of Christ was expressed by love in repose, then love in
action.
A sudden silence must have fallen over the group, as the Lord passed from one to
another in this lowly ministry. Then. Peter, ashamed and indignant, made his second
mistake. He protested mildly. "Lord, are You washing my feet?" (Jn 13:6) and then
added more vehemently, "You shall never wash my feet!" (Jn 13:8) It's a strong
word, 'never': the absolute negative. The Lord, who had listened with such
uncomplaining meekness to their quarrelsome aspirations of greatness, stooped then
in gentleness and explained to Peter the distinct necessities of bathing for 'union' and
washing for 'communion'. How meekly and gently the Lord turned around Peter's
strong assertion that the Lord would never wash his feet. What He'd taught them in
word earlier when He'd said. Take My yoke upon you ...for I am meek (Matt.11:29
RV), He now showed them in deed.
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Up Olivet
We move now to Olivet, the scene of Peter's next mistakes, to witness again the
meekness and gentleness of Christ. Three disciples, including Peter, are taken deeper
into the shadows of the olive trees and asked to watch and pray. Returning to them,
the Lord found them sleeping, and, addressing Peter, He asked, "Simon (the name
suggestive of his weakness), are you sleeping?" Disappointed, and alone. He went
back to His lonely spot a stone's throw away and, in an agony of blood-like sweat, He
poured out His plea a second time. Finding them asleep a third time, how was He
now going to respond? The hireling would have fled, but the Good Shepherd stands
over them watchfully, Sleep on now, and take your rest (Mk.14:41 RV). What a
choice time, in His hour of agony and loneliness, to fulfil His promise of
Matt.11:28, "Come to Me, all you who labour and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest" (same word). How meek and gentle of Him to oversee their own
refreshment as the motley mob headed by Judas approached the garden to seize
Him!
The apostles all misread the situation, and Peter in particular. He was no coward.
He would fight like a lion, if the Lord permitted it. "Put your sword in its place, for
all who take the sword will perish by the sword." In that quiet, yet authoritative
manner, the Lord ensured that there would be no unseemly struggle which Peter's
impulsive act might otherwise have prompted.

In the High Priest's court
The band, their Captive in their midst, headed back to the city. John gained entry into
the palace of Annas, but, not discovering Peter, and sure that he was waiting outside,
went back and spoke on his friend's behalf to the maid. She admitted Peter who joined
the group at the fire and stood and warmed himself. There followed the denial to the
portress, to another maid and to those who said that his speech gave him away. While
he was denying his Lord the third time, the cock crowed a second time and the Lord
turned and looked at Peter. The word means he could see him clearly. Not a long
stare, that's a different word. But the look broke Peter. Why? Perhaps because Peter
remembered that look. It was the same way in which He first looked at him. Jn 1:42
uses the same word of that first encounter. Andrew brought him to Jesus. Now when
Jesus looked at him, He said, "You are Simon the son of Jonah. You shall be
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called Cephas" (which is translated, A Stone). Peter had let his Lord down; he'd been
anything but a stone, more the old quicksand Simon.
That's where the writers leave him. A penitent man weeping bitterly, wailing out
aloud. Does His Lord leave him there? Not at all. For a righteous man may: fall
seven times and rise again (Prov.24:16). No-one else mentions it, but Mark, in
whose writings scholars say they can see the unmistakable influence of Peter, in
recounting the early morning visit of the women to the tomb, recalls that the young
man sitting in the tomb said to them, "Go, tell His disciples - and Peter." Peter had
failed Him in the garden and in the judgement hall, but still the Lord remembered him
tenderly and sent him an individual message. The meekness and gentleness of
Christ! Then, with added grace, we read in 1 Cor.15:3-5 Christ... was seen by Cephas.
That private meeting is confirmed in Lk.24:34: "The Lord is risen indeed, and has
appeared to Simon!" How gracious! How wonderfully meek and gentle!

On the beach
We come finally to the night's fishing and the breakfast on the beach. The most striking
thing about that breakfast is the change in Peter. We recall again the proverb that a
righteous man may fall seven times and rise again. How gratefu1 Peter would be that
the Lord had lovingly extended the limits of forgiveness from Peter's seven times to
the Lord's seventy times seven! The Lord's meekness and gentleness during the
experience of the past days had taught him some important lessons. He had learned
his own weakness. There was no boastful statement about his love or his courage, or
about being better than anyone else. He didn't even use the same word for 'love' in his
answer as Jesus used in His question. Jesus asked, "Do you love (agapao) Me?"
meaning devoted, self-giving love. Peter answered, "1 love (phileo) You", meaning,
'Yes, I love You as a friend.'
David says in Ps.18, Your gentleness has made me great. We can follow Peter's life
now through the early chapters of the Acts as he's at the helm of the work, firstly,
dramatically, with the Jews, and then gradually, gently, among the Gentiles in Acts
10. How had the change come about? Surely, with true humility, Peter would say the
same thing as David, the Lord's gentleness has made me great.
1). Needed Truth, 1956 p.75
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Principles of Church Growth

11. Bringing it Together
Geoff Hydon, Toronto, Canada
Parents have a fairly good idea of how they expect their children to grow, and delight
at the thought. Stunted or disproportionate growth would be immediately
recognizable and a concern. We should desire growth in the churches of God, maturity
in all its aspects. But we need to be able to recognize it and also know what is missing.
Here we bring together some key measures of growth addressed in this series; most
reflect growing Christlikeness. We provide in brief 'bullet' format some practical
growth indicators, to see what proper growth looks like. They are not necessarily in
order of priority, for all are needed and none is optional. This is only one possible
framework for seeing growth and identifying potential problem areas, but it should
be useful to readers to validate it from Scripture.

1. Collective worship
The scriptural context for collective worship is God's house, His home,1 called the
church of the living God (elsewhere termed the 'Fellowship' consisting of all
churches of God2). This is the place to thrive spiritually, even in days of apathy or
persecution. Like Christ, Jeremiah and David were in a minority in their desires for
God's place of worship. Yet to each applied the words: I am like a green olive tree in
the house of God; 3 a picture of fruitful abundance that enhances maturity in collective
worship. Here are some practical indicators of this growth:
♦ Strong attendance at the Remembrance and continual striving to maintain full
support of this gathering;
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♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

An evident appreciation of the person and work of the Lord in what is said; a
delightful contemplation for all attending;
Appropriate preparation to worship, resulting in continuing freshness in sacrifices
of praise, avoidance of distractions, and a hearty "Amen";
The Spirit's lead is seen in the degree of participation, and in the themes which
develop;
Spoken worship that is understandable, clear and audible so all can share in the
thoughts expressed;
Orderliness in worship and the joy of the Lord appropriately exhibited;
Intervals for meditation enjoyed while also seeing Spirit-led spontaneity.

2. Prayer
...and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with
boldness. What was the prelude? They prayed together4; a collective activity done in
one accord. Acts 4 provides a very clear example of the kind of prayer that precedes
God's blessing. For instance:
♦ Confession, as a prerequisite to (further) growth, sincerely expressed in
expectation of the Lord's forgiveness;
♦ Prayers that are specific and expressed clearly without jargon or clichés;
♦ A real burden in prayer, or a truly thankful appreciation for gifts received;
♦ Information requiring prayer communicated as effectively as possible;
♦ Dedication to prayer noted in many brothers and sisters numbered in the churches5;
all saints develop a strong personal prayer life;
♦ Prayer time sincerely valued; undue time limitations on prayer exercise avoided.

3. Holy living
Peter's second epistle helpfully lists a series of characteristics that lead to
fruitfulness.6 If we lack them the converse applies; we will not experience the growth
God intends. 'Holy living' summarizes the list in two words. Such a growth
characteristic will be shown by:
♦ Notable quiet faithfulness of mature disciples, increasingly evident in all;
♦ Christlikeness (as opposed to conforming to the world), and the fruit of the Spirit,7
evident in disciples' lives and assembly gatherings;
♦ Disciples characterized by a conscious avoidance of sin, harmonizing with the
churches' testimony in this vital matter;

2002-122

♦ Commonly shared and understood standards of purity and godliness, evident in
practice;
♦ All saints characterized by walking humbly before God and showing proper
subjection in accordance with Scripture;
♦ A clear Christian love and care evident in the way families care for other families
and each disciple expresses care for each other.

4. Good works
Paul, when writing to the Colossian church,8 holds before them the opportunity to
be fruitful in every good work; he prayed for it. Such works do not save us, but they
should be in evidence in a growing church9 where the following are seen:
♦ Willingness to sacrifice for others, financially and in other ways;
♦ Saints know what they should support, reflecting scriptural guidance as to
priorities;
♦ A reputation for doing good, with nothing being asked or expected in return,
attested even by non-Christians;
♦ Disciples typified by a keen sensitivity to others' material and spiritual needs.

5. Disciple-making
This is a prerequisite to numerical growth. Christ, the best example of how to make
disciples, illustrated this as sowing.10 He confirms guidance given in the Old Testament
that there is a blessing for those who sow beside all waters.11 Sowing is not a stay-athome activity; the seed must be taken where it is needed, despite adverse conditions.
Some growth indicators:
♦ A sincere and urgent concern for the lost;
♦ A variety of outreach activities increases direct participation by all;
♦ Evidence that gospel workers have the gift of evangelism and this is used to the
full;
♦ Preaching and teaching that Jesus Christ is Lord clearly presented in the Gospel;
♦ A sensitivity regarding the Spirit's work in those to whom we witness, and a
knowledge of how best to deal with different people according to their different
needs;
♦ Disciples' lives present a good gospel testimony, as we know how lo live before
men in a way that calls others to the Lord Jesus Christ without compromising our
separation to God;
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♦ The gospel message spread as broadly as possible, aiming for a worldwide
impact;
♦ All share information so that others can provide prayer support for evangelistic
efforts.

6. Doctrine (study and teaching of the Word of God)
Ps.1 describes someone as a tree planted by rivers of water.12 It describes spiritual
growth from meditation and application of the Word of God (the water'3). God
responds to our great need for teachers;14 He waters His vineyard constantly. But we
need a readiness to learn and apply to achieve the following:
♦ Teachers with real gift in evidence, used to the full;
♦ Disciples frequently expressing appreciation of teaching received, building a good
defensible understanding of the Faith, not offended when taught it and willingly
telling it to others;
♦ Effective leadership provided, soundly based on of the doctrine of the Lord, with
good scripturally-supported coverage of all the truth;
♦ Teaching methods effectively meet varying needs of disciples at their different
stages of spiritual development.

7. Our relationship with the Lord
A particular branch may appear to be part of a vine; the fruit confirms the truth
beyond doubt. The Lord pictures Himself as the Vine and disciples as branches. If
fruit, productive growth, is missing then assess the degree of dependence on the
Vine.15 Let us put the analogy into more concrete terms:
♦ A close walk with the Lord evident in an attitude of consistent devotion,
faithfulness and prayerfulness;
♦ Disciples displaying awareness of the presence and leading of the Lord, rejoicing
in the things that please Him and likewise sharing in His sorrow and displeasure;
♦ The joy of the Lord and the fruit of the Spirit increasingly seen to be practical
truths in the lives of the saints.

8. Fellowship with each other
In Ephesians we read that joined and knit together by what every joint supplies,
according to the effective working by which every part does its share, [Christ]
causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love. I6 We can be sure that
this edifying growth is to be most evident as disciples work together in churches of
God, exhibited as follows:
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♦ The growing contentment of saints together, without cliques or schisms;
♦ Individual disciples characterized by spontaneous hospitality, which is a general
feature in the assemblies;
♦ Openness, trust, honesty and a caring approach to each other, expressing
sensitivity to each other's needs;
♦ Fellowship achieved while strengthening one's separation to God.

9. Mutual care and support
It is easy to focus attention on those whose company we find enjoyable. But God
enables us to perceive needs elsewhere and to exhibit His love in dealing with
them. In fact, He promises increase, growth, in this very area.17 Here are some ways in
which it will be seen:
♦ Disciples known as good listeners;
♦ Pastoral care and counselling provided with due confidentiality;
♦ Despite practical difficulties no-one feels isolated (because of availability of
spiritual and other forms of help);
♦ All feel they are 'in touch' with what is going on in their assembly, district and the
Fellowship as a result of effective communications.
How can these descriptions be brought together in a harmonious, integrated way?
Perhaps partly by frequently re-examining church activities and their format. We may
become so busy just doing things that we lose sight of their original intent. Careful
prior reflection on the above descriptions may help in determining priorities and plans.
This needs to be approached by church leaders with considerable caution,
implementing necessary changes while retaining benefits of well-understood
acceptable practices. How much we all, not just leaders, need a blend of spiritual
wisdom, enthusiasm and mutual commitment to achieve real growth. We need a
willing heart that seeks a clear vision of God's purposes in making His home among
the churches of God, with all that means in terms of our abiding in His love and truth.
1) 1 Pet.2:5
2) 1 Tim.3:15; 1 Cor.l:9
4) Acts 4:24-31
5) 1 Cor.1:2; Rom. 1:7
7) Gal.5:22,23
8)Col.l:9-ll
10) Matt.13:1-9, 18-23
12) Ps.1:3
13) Eph.5:26; Isa.27:2
15) Jn 15:1-8; Col.2:18,19
17) 1 Thess.3:12

3) Ps.52:8 cf Jer.11:16
6) 2 Pet.l:5-8
9) Eph.2:8-10; Heb.l3:21
11) Isa.32:20
14) 1 Cor.12:28-31
16) Eph.4:16
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A New Archbishop of
Canterbury
George Prasher, Manchester, England
Dr. Rowan Williams has been nominated to succeed Dr. Carey as the 104th
Archbishop of Canterbury, and is due to be enthroned early next year. Renowned for
theological distinction, gifted as a communicator and admired for devotional
earnestness, his appointment has been welcomed by many Anglican Church leaders.
However, two evangelical groups within the Church of England have taken strong
exception to his appointment because of Dr. Williams' personal views on certain
sexuality issues. For he has openly expressed disagreement with the official
position of the Church of England on sex before marriage and the ordination of
practising homosexuals as priests. The conservative evangelical group Reform
therefore asked him to make certain affirmations or withdraw from his nomination as
Archbishop. These included:
♦ Affirming the received teaching of the Church that all its members abstain from
sexual relations outside holy (heterosexual) matrimony.
♦ Affirming the ordination only of those who themselves will teach, and seek to
model in their own lives, the received teaching of the Church that all its members
are to abstain from sexual relations outside holy (heterosexual) matrimony.
Dr. Williams felt unable to concede these affirmations. ‘My personal views are on
record’, he wrote, ‘and I have not found reason to change them ... I can and I do state
what is the majority teaching of the Church, as I am bound to do. But I can't go
beyond this and say that 1 believe what I do not accept’. Nor did he consider that
these matters were ‘a defining issue’ in relation to his acceptance of the
archbishopric. This point was developed by one of his supporters who reasoned
that
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the central areas of Christian belief include the Trinity and the Incarnation,
Crucifixion and Resurrection of the Lord. In all these major matters Dr. Rowan is
'thoroughly orthodox'. It was inappropriate to 'raise sexuality into this central sphere
of Christian doctrine' and regard it as an issue which should affect Dr. Rowan's
appointment.
Homosexual issues were prominent at the 1998 Lambeth Conference, a gathering
of Anglican bishops from all 'provinces' of their worldwide communion (held
every twelve years). Liberally minded bishops proposed agreement to the ordination
of practising homosexuals as Anglican priests and the sanctioning of marriage between
homosexuals who were committed to long-term relationships. Strong opposition to
this on scriptural grounds by bishops from third-world 'provinces' was a notable
feature of the debate. The liberal proposals were rejected by a decisive majority of
votes. Against that background it is understandable that many Anglicans feel
apprehensive lest Dr. Rowan's influence as Archbishop of Canterbury may
strengthen liberal trends on this subject within the Anglican Church leadership.
Similarly any compromise on scriptural standards regarding sex before marriage
would be deeply divisive. This also is seen by many Anglicans as a black and white
issue because of what they perceive as clear scriptural teaching. Others are critical
of such certainty, suggesting that alternative understanding of the scriptures may
lead to less rigorous conclusions. Yet what conclusion can be reached other than the
sinfulness in God's sight of extramarital sex in view of such scriptures as the
following?
Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do
not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor
homosexuals, nor sodomites... will inherit the kingdom of God (1
Cor.6:9,10).
Now the body is not for sexual immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord for
the body (1 Cor.6:13).
Nevertheless, because of sexual immorality, let each man have his own wife,
and let each woman have her own husband (1 Cor.7:2).
Marriage is honourable among all. and the bed undefiled; but fornicators
and adulterers God will judge (Heb.l3:4).
As onlookers from outside the Anglican communion we may well reflect on Paul's
reference to things 'contrary to sound doctrine'. Among these he included
fornication and sexual perversion with such things as murder, profanity and
perjury (1 Tim.1:9,10). Our safeguard amidst all the crosscurrents of conflicting
views is to accept the plain statements of God's Word on sexual issues, and
uncompromisingly make them our rule of life.
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The Epistle to the Romans

11. Unbelieving Israel and
Divine Sovereignty
John Terrell, Carlisle, England
We now come to a part of the epistle where Paul stops, as it were, to address a
profound subject which cannot be by-passed. Rom.9,10,11 stand together, and in
them the apostle lays bare his heart about his fellow Jews in words and thoughts
which reveal sorrow bordering on anguish. He could quite logically have passed
from the glorious ending of Rom.8 - nothing in all human experience can separate
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord - and passed straight on to the
opening words of Rom.12:1, Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy,
to offer your bodies as living sacrifices. But no, he simply must unburden himself of
a terrible heart-ache about the tragedy which had resulted for the Jewish nation in the
rejection of their Messiah.
It is not possible for us to go into the detail of these three profound chapters in these
articles; rather to try to extract from them the main issues Paul is so deeply concerned
to make. For in dealing with the tragedy of Israel's blindness and unbelief, Paul must
extend his discourse into those most profound of Bible truths, namely divine
sovereignty and election. We are confronted with a powerful and sanctified intellect
grappling with some of the deepest things of God. And it is a humbling experience
for anyone who is concerned to know more of God's purposes of grace. The
apostle's words silence any thought of glib responses to his agonizing questions;
they compel worship and awe before the eternal counsels of God.
First, Paul declares most emphatically that, I speak the
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truth in Christ - I am not lying (Rom.9:1). About what are these commanding,
determined words spoken? About the fact that he felt great sorrow and unceasing
anguish in his heart about his fellow Jews, to the extent that he would even be
willing to be cut off from Christ, were that possible, for their sake. They had
everything; adoption to son-ship nationally; the glory of God; the covenants; the
law of Moses; the service of God; the promises of God; the ancestry of the
patriarchs; and, above all, the coming of Christ, a Jew, the supreme goal of their
national destiny who is God over all, for ever praised.
How was it possible that all this could be rejected in unbelief? The words which
follow in this passage of Romans are liberally overspread by the apostle's tears.
No, God's word has not failed, says Rom.9:6. Not all who are descended from
Israel are Israel... it is the children of the promise who are regarded as
Abraham's offspring. God's promise of a son to Sarah is mentioned, and His
pronouncement to Rebecca about the precedence Jacob would have over Esau. Is
God unjust? Paul asks. And again, his now familiar answer to such questions
rings out, Not at all!
Next comes a deeply significant statement. It does not, therefore, depend on
man's desire or effort, but on God's mercy. We are now entering the very deep
waters of election truth. The Pharaoh of the exodus is adduced as an example
among men concerning God's sovereign will in action. God has mercy on whom
He wants to have mercy, and He hardens whom He wants to harden.
Anticipating the objection that all of this implied injustice on God's part. Paul
takes up the parable which Jeremiah had learned, that of the potter and the clay.
Does not the potter have the right to make out of the same lump of clay some
pottery for noble purposes and some for common use? What. Paul asks, if [God]
did this to make the riches of his glory known to the objects of his mercy? He
refers back to Hosea's prophecy about God calling 'my people' some who had no
right to this name.
In Rom.9:30 we have another of Paul's What then shall we say? expressions. This
time asking why Israel failed to attain to righteousness, while Gentiles did. The
answer, because Israel pursued their objective by works and not by faith; an
answer we have had already in other earlier passages of Romans. Paul calls up
Isaiah again in one of his lovely fore-shadowings of Christ. "I lay in Zion a stone
that causes men to stumble." But, he goes on. "the one who trusts in him will
never be put to shame."
Rom.10 also opens with a cry from Paul's heart, My heart's desire and prayer to
God for the Israelites is that they may be saved. Sadly, they had failed to grasp
the righteousness by faith that God provides in Christ. Christ is the [goal] of the
law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes.
(Biblical quotations are from the NIV)
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The Fig Tree
Alex Reid, Leigh, England
Scripture employs a number of horticultural images to represent the nation of Israel;
the vine, the olive and the fig tree. Hosea 9:10 says, "When I found Israel, it was like
finding grapes in the desert; when 1 saw your fathers, it was like seeing the early
fruit on the fig tree. " God uses the simile of the fig tree and its fruit to express His
delight at securing a people for Himself.
Great privileges were bestowed upon Israel at Sinai (Ex.19:5,6). God's ancient
people were given every spiritual advantage (Rom.3:l; Rom.9:3-5). God had a
purpose in so blessing Israel. We are familiar from our New Testament with the
concept of a holy priesthood ... a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
belonging to God (1 Pet.2:5,9). We interpret these ideas as the holy priesthood
being our spiritual service Godward and the royal priesthood as our responsibility in
witness to humankind. These are functions God intended His people to fulfil in the
previous dispensation. Israel were to serve God as a separated, holy, worshipping
people. They were also intended to be a witness for God to the nations round about.
This ideal found fullest expression during the reigns of David and Solomon. This
was the time when the temple was built at Jerusalem and the witness of Israel as the
people of God was widely effective. The words of the Queen of Sheba to Solomon
sum it up very well, "The report I heard in my own country about your achievements
and your wisdom is true... Praise be to the LORD your God, who has delighted in
you and placed you on his throne as king to rule for the LORD your God. Because of
the love of your God for Israel and his desire to uphold them for ever..."(2
Chron.9:5-8).
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God had every right to look for fruit in the accomplishment of His purposes from
His privileged people Israel, but they were a disappointing failure in this regard.
This is the picture drawn for us by the Lord Jesus in the parable of the fig tree in
Lk.13:6-9. In the parable, the man who planted the fig tree comes looking for fruit
from the tree, but finds none. The tree had been given three years in which to
produce its fruit; an ample period in which to do so. The tree is given a further
period in which to produce fruit, granted at the request of the man who tended the
vineyard: a period during which every effort is made to encourage the tree to fruit.
This may be seen as depicting in the period of three years Israel's earlier failure to fulfil
God's purpose; and in the final period the appearing and ministry of the Lord Jesus
during which no effort is spared to make Israel fruitful. When the Saviour of the
world appeared for the first time, His ministry was exclusively directed towards
Israel. "I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel, " He said (Matt.15:24 see also
Rom.15:8). Alas, the nation of Israel did not respond to the ministry of their Messiah,
but committed the most dreadful error in their history by rejecting and crucifying
Him.
This brings us to the next fig tree parable of the Lord's ministry. The cursing of the fig
tree in Mk.11:12-21 is an acted parable. The incident is set in the final week prior to
Calvary and is indicative of the judgement that would fall upon Israel as a
consequence of their rejection of Christ. The fact that Mark, unlike Matthew, divides
the incident by inserting the cleansing of the temple, may reinforce the idea of
judgement.
The fig tree that Mark describes is one that makes a good show by an unusually
early display of leaves, but the immature fruit which normally precedes the leaves
was missing. The Lord approaches the tree to find no fruit and as a consequence
curses the tree, which withers from its roots. The tree represents Israel making a vain
show of following God's will, but being found wanting. The curse and withering
speak of the consequent judgement. The Lord acted out this parable a few days prior
to His death that He might leave a powerful symbol of the coming fate of Israel.
The destruction of the city of Jerusalem and its temple by the Romans in AD
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70 saw a terrible slaughter inflicted on the Jewish people. This was the beginning of
centuries of persecution that found its most horrible expression in the extermination of
millions of Jews during the Second World War.
A short time after the incident of the withered tree, the Lord takes up the image of the
fig tree once more. This time the fig tree symbol is placed in the context of His
discourse about His second coming. It is clear that Christ anticipated a revival and
renewal of the Israel nation prior to His return in glory: Now learn this lesson from
the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that
summer is near. Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it (‘he’ NIV
margin) is near, right at the door" (Matt.24:32,33).
The most significant event in recent history has been the establishing of the State of
Israel in 1948. There could be no more powerful demonstration of the revival of Israel
than that this people, stateless for almost two millennia, are back in their ancient
land.
In recent times Israel has once more been thrust to the forefront of world events.
Israel's continued existence is a vexation to her enemies and a dilemma for her allies.
The fig tree is once more putting forth its twigs and leaves.
In the light of the history of the Jewish people and scriptural commentary upon it. there
are at least two conclusions we can draw. First, that the God of the Bible exists and
is actively shaping human history. The second is that the return of Christ in glory
is near at hand.
Scriptural quotations are from the NIV.
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