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Moses the Man of God
1. Chosen, Prepared and

Called

Edwin Neely, Brantford, Canada

Moses, the seventh from Abraham, was the son of Amram and Jochebed,1 Amram
being the grandson of Levi. He was the third of three children, all of whom would be
used together to lead the people of God.” From birth his life was in jeopardy by
human standards, beginning with the threat of a Nile grave by the edict of a wicked
Pharaoh. However, the whole tribe of Levi had been chosen by God for priestly
service within His house.” Moses had been chosen not only as their leader, but as the
leader of all the people,4 and there was not a force in this world or any other that
could undermine God's sovereignty. Ironically enough, through the direction of God,
Moses knew the protection of the king and the luxury of his palace. Even his mother
was paid to care for him and teach him, all this through the moving of the tender
heart of the princess, the daughter of the wicked Pharaoh.” God is absolute in His
sovereignty. None can stay His hand or question His wisdom. But within the
parameters of His overall purposes He makes room for the operation of the human will
of the men and women involved and receives praise and glory through their
faithfulness. Those who are chosen by God might have to endure hardship and
threats, may know what it is to be lonely or despised, but God's chosen ones will be
protected so as to fulfil their calling - in Moses' day or in ours.

God prepares those whom He has chosen for the service that He has appointed, and
Moses was no exception. He was educated in all the protocol of the royal palace, a
knowledge that would no doubt benefit
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him one day, but he was also educated in all the learning of Egypt,” and some of that
he must unlearn. Forty years in the wilderness in all the hardships of the desert would
enhance his dependence upon the God he would serve, and even the strength and
authority that he wielded there he must surrender completely to the One in whom
rests all authority, all power. The arm that slew the offending Egyptian’ must be
seen to be undependable in its own strength and God caused momentary leprosy and
rejuvenation under a new power.® With a rod he had fearlessly met the threats of the
desert with his flock, but even that rod would become useless and fearful before him
as a menacing serpent, though taken again contrary to nature, for he grasped it by the
tail, a thing he would know not to do,’ for a sudden writhing of the beast would
bring poisonous fangs home with deadly accuracy. Moses would learn to trust
without question if he were to wield the rod of God among His people. His shoes,
the sign of his authority, must be laid aside in appreciation of the holiness'® of the
One who dwelt in the thorn bush'' Even his family over which he ruled as head
would be for a time taken from him so that he might really rely on the presence of his
God. Moses, learning the lessons, would one day walk where no man had ever yet
dared to walk, unique in his leadership, speaking to the God of glory face to face.'* The
lessons of unlearning, learning, surrender and submission must be learnt by all who
would come into the presence of God in holy array!
When the right time came, Moses, who must have put from his mind the conviction
that he had once cherished, that he would be a deliverer of his people,”* was called
by God to be just that. It was not by his own might or knowledge, but by humility,
obedience, and in the assurance of the fullness of the presence of the I AM, in whom
was all knowledge and authority.
It is notable that the presence of the great I AM should dwell in a thorn bush and
speak from it. Thorns were associated with something so altogether contrary to the
holiness of God."* But that same deity would one day take on himself the form of one
under the same curse of sin, though He Himself was sinless, and would wear a crown
of thorns upon His peerless brov. And from there God speaks today," so that we who
are chosen and in measure prepared, might meet a further preparation and calling to
the holiness and appointed task of God, whether that be as a leader of God's people, or
one joined hand in hand and one in purpose16 with those so called as were Miriam and
Aaron.
I suppose Moses asked his question out of some humility and feeling of
unworthiness, "Who am I1?"" But it was the wrong question. The important one
followed, "Who are You?""™ And in the answer to that, that the self-existent and
eternal I AM was the One in command, all the difference lies.
Natural reticence can be a demonstration of honest humility, but not when it stands
contrary to the commandment of God. Unwillingness to speak out might be born of
shyness, but it must not countermand the authority of the One who made man's mouth.
On Moses' part, the faith that had brought him thus far must grow to surpass the threats
of seas and armies, wilderness and wilfulness, until seemingly lonely and alone he
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must ascend Pisgah, unable to accompany his people to even greater victory, unaware
that what he was suffering was the target of cosmic interest.

What do we learn from all this? What are the lessons that we can apply today right
where we live in our own circumstances? The God who made choices before the earth
was framed that we should be His bondservants and share His glory,”” who has
promised His presence through any wilderness experience,” also wants to prepare us
and call us to great things for Himself. Anything commanded by and fulfilled for
Him is a great thing - good works afore prepared that we should walk in them.” But
first must come an emptying of self, a relying on Him whom we see though invisible,”
and a determination to follow to the letter the commandments that He has laid down
for us in His Word.

Doing that, we can have the expectation of powers wrought powerless,” of
deliverances thought impossible,” of seas melting away before us, and of mountains
scaled and rescaled, bringing us closer into the purpose and presence of God.
Moses was one day drawn from the waters of judgement and made to stand in the very
presence of the God of glory! Can we see ourselves in this as those chosen, prepared
and called? Christian, today you can exult in the addition of 'justified' and
'glorified'!*

1) Num.26:59 2) Mic.6:4; Num.12:3,6-8

3) Deut.21:5 4) Ex.3:14 5) Ex.2:6-10

6) Acts 7:22 7) Acts 7:24 8) Ex.4:6,7

9) Ex.4:4 10) Ex.3:5 11) Acts 7:35 NASB
12) Deut.4:10; Num.12:8 13) Acts 7:25

14) Gen.3:18 15) Heb.1:2 16) Heb.13:17

17) Ex.3:11 18) Ex.3:13 19) Jude9

20) Eph.l:4; Col.3:4  21) Matt.28:20 22) Eph.2:10

23) Heb.11:27 24) Eph.6:13 25) Acts 12:6-12
26) Rom.8:30
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The Law of the Lord (1)

Martin Archibald, Paisley, Scotland
The first speech in 'The Penguin Book of Historic Speeches' is Deut.5 - Moses'
second statement of the ten chief laws of God for His holy nation. Soon after comes
Matt.5-7, the first recorded address by Jesus to the Israel of His time. The editor,
Brian McCarthy, was a co-editor of 'The [London] Times', and says in his
introduction:
"The speeches of Moses and Jesus of Nazareth to their followers are still inspiring
men and women to lead lives based on a moral code and still, today, changing the
course of history.'
What the Lord said about the Law
When the carpenter from Nazareth spoke to the people from the towns and villages of
Galilee, they were waiting to see what He would say about the Law of Moses,
because for over a thousand years the Law given from Mount Sinai had been their
national guide, for the State and for their daily lives. We can taste some of their
wonder and excitement from the reaction of a Jewess like Helen Shapiro, the singer,
when she read the New Testament for the first time, and found the first book was
written by a Jew for Jewish people. She was amazed that the despised Jesus knew
and loved the Law of Moses, and drew out its true spirit and life.
Here is what Jesus said that day, to the crowds on the hillside, above the lake:
"Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come
to destroy but to fulfil. For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth
pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass away from the Law till
all is fulfilled... whoever does and

2004-4



teaches them he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven." (Matt.5:17-19)
But He also said in Lk.16:16 (NIV), "The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed
until John..." So some parts of the Law were overtaken by the leaching of John and of
Christ. An obvious part was the system of sacrifices of animals and crops. But the
Lord upheld the principles of man's relationship to God, and of men to each other,
and they are still a valuable guide for us.
Let's read another comment by Jesus on the Old Testament law:
"Every scribe instructed concerning the kingdom of heaven is like a
householder who brings out of his treasure things new and old."
(Matt.13:52)
That is, a teacher of the Law who received the teaching of Christ would be able to
bring from those old truths fresh applications enlightened by the Lord Himself. It
follows also that
if you and I are disciples of Christ and study the Law, we will be helped by the
Holy Spirit to find in it treasures relevant to our service today.
Later Paul adds: The Law was our tutor to bring us to Christ (Gal.3:24) - like a trusted
Roman servant put in charge of the heir of the family, responsible for seeing him to
school. And to Timothy: From childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which
are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Jesus Christ. (2
Tim.3:15).
The Law as a message for today
So the early part of our Bible has a lot to teach us in learning the 'law of Christ'. The
books of Moses proclaim the character of God: His love and truth, in the same
proportions as the New Testament. It's only hearsay that thinks the God of the Old
Testament is harsh and unloving. From the Law we also learn the standard of God's
holiness, and the reverence we need to practise more: Israelites daren't slouch in His
presence. And our God is still a consuming fire (Heb.12:29; cf. 1 Cor.11:27-30). The
lover of the Law who composed Ps.119 said,
Great peace have those who love Your law,
And nothing causes them to stumble (Ps.119:165).
We will stumble if we only choose the passages that please us: we need to be as
thorough as that poet.

2004-5



Focus

Divine and Human
Scrutiny

George Prasher, Manchester, England

Self-Scrutiny

New Year is for many people a time to take stock, review one's weaknesses, resolve
improvements and set worthwhile goals: a process of self-scrutiny. Our English
word scrutiny may be defined as 'a critical gaze' or 'a close investigation or
examination of details'. Apparently it derives from the Latin word 'scutari', originally
used of rag-collectors searching among the rubbish. Perhaps our own self-scrutiny
sometimes calls for the equivalent of discarding accumulated rubbish?

Certainly Scripture enjoins on us the need for regular self-scrutiny, not only at New
Year. As for example in Lam.3:40: Let us search out and examine our ways, And
turn back to the LORD; or as the apostle Paul exhorted the Corinthians: let a man
examine himself, and... eat of the bread and drink of the cup (1 Cor.11:28).
Identification scrutiny

From an entirely different perspective, technology to scrutinize a person's identity
has been progressively developed in recent years. How often these days we hear of
reopened criminal investigations where DNA matching has provided new and
conclusive evidence!

We've long been accustomed to the use of fingerprints, but has familiarity made us
cease to marvel at the fact of a distinctive pattern for every individual? How awesome
the Creator's wisdom and skill to design such intricate detail! Similarly with the
more recently developed iris scan. "The 266 elements in each iris (the coloured part
of the eye) can be quickly and easily scanned. No two irises are the same, even those
of identical twins'. Another
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identification tool is known as facial recognition technology, which uses face scans to
measure features that do not alter, such as distance between the eyes.
Political argument has surrounded proposals to require everyone to carry a personal
hi-tech identity card, which would incorporate a computer chip storing 'biometric'
data derived from such technologies. It is recognized that a quick, reliable means of
confirming a person's true identity would be a great asset in thwarting criminal or
terrorist activity. Those opposing the idea stress possible effects on personal civil
liberties, fearing the thin end of a wedge to bring about a Big Brother State. These
issues are being thrashed out in the United States and several European countries,
with the possibility of significant developments within the next few years.
From a Christian viewpoint the widespread introduction of hi-tech personal identity
cards may validly be seen as a trend towards Antichrist's end-time grip on millions
who will be brought under his control. Some have speculated that the mark of the
beast may perhaps be imposed by means of a computer chip implanted in hand or
forehead (Rev.13:16,17). The technology for such implants is already available: it
remains to be seen whether it will be relevant to the end-time prediction.
Divine scrutiny
Scripture attests the amazing fact that The eyes of the LORD are in every place,
keeping watch on the evil and the good (Prov.15:3). Nor does He see as man sees, for
man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart (1 Sam.16:7).
In Ps.139 David graphically describes the awesome intimacy of God's perception
of his daily life:

O LORD, You have searched me and known me.

You know my sitting down and my rising up;

You understand my thought afar off....

For there is not a word on my tongue,

But behold, O LORD, You know it altogether. ...

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me (Ps.139:1-2,4,6).
That knowledge is too wonderful for us also, beyond our capacity of mind fully to
comprehend. Yet in our New Year contemplation the reminder of our heavenly
Father's daily scrutiny may both comfort and restrain us. The restraining thought of
His eye always upon us will heighten our sensitivity to sin. At the same time we'll find
great comfort in the reminder that He knows all the details of our personal
circumstances. Let us open our hearts afresh to Him in the spirit of David's
admirable prayer (Ps.139:23,24) :
Search me, 0 God, and know my heart, try me, and know my anxieties;
And see if there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.
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God's Appointments Calendar
1. Times when God's

People come Together

Brian Johnston, Leigh, England

I was looking at my year planner to browse through my appointments, when it
struck me that God once had a 'year planner'. In the Old Testament, He had a
timetable for the Israelites who were then His people. Spring and autumn were the
busiest periods in God's calendar because His appointments with them were tied
into their times of harvest. The Israelite people were a farming community. Having
successful harvests was a survival issue for them year on year. So these were very
natural occasions to celebrate God's providential care.

God marked out three times in His people's diary. He said: "Three times a year you
are to celebrate a festival to me" (Ex.23:14N1V). Those times corresponded to the
annual barley, wheat and grape harvests. On these three separate occasions in their
calendar year seven quite distinct celebrations occurred while the people were
gathered together.

One of the words (Hebrew: mo'ed) the Bible uses in connection with them basically
means 'an appointment'. They were appointments which God set up; times when His
people would gather together to worship Him.

As we look for features of the celebrations which are still relevant to us as we serve
God, we focus first on the most basic feature of these celebratory feasts: they were
times when the people came together as God's people. They were The LORD's
appointed times which you shall proclaim as holy convocations'’
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(Lev.23:1,2 NAS) or as 'sacred assemblies' (NIV). We really can't help noticing
that the feasts were not designed to be celebrated by individuals; they were something
God's people did all together. The whole point of God setting up these annual
appointments was that they involved His people coming together before Him as a
worshipping, celebrating people.

Some things don't change - especially when we find them as principles in the Word
of God. God also intended that those whom He recognized as His people in the New
Testament should come together. Through His apostles, God made appointments for
them to do just that - as He had done in the Old Testament through Moses. For
example, Paul wrote to the Corinthians: On the first day of every week, each one of
you should set aside a sum of money (1 Cor.16:2 NIV). This matter of regular church
collections coincided, of course, with the time each week when they came together by
the Lord's command to remember him in the breaking of the bread - as the Bible
simply and beautifully called the worship meeting of the churches.

When the people in the church in Corinth came together at these set times, Paul was
critical of some of their behaviour. I do not praise you, since you come together not
for the better but for the worse. For first of all, when you come together as a church
(‘en ekklesia'), I hear that there are divisions among you (1 Cor.11:17,18).

Notice Paul's expression when you come together as a church. This seems to be a
direct parallel with those times each year in the spring and autumn when God used to
call His people to come together. In the New Testament, it's a weekly (Acts 20:7), not
an annual, gathering that the Lord has laid down in His Word. This wasn't only the
case at Corinth. The apostle Paul clearly spoke about the same customs being the
practice of all the churches of God.

The Church of God at Corinth, was, of course, simply made up of believers on the
Lord Jesus Christ who had been called by God through the Gospel, and called
together to worship, pray and Witness for Him in that locality. Nowadays, it's
usual to associate the word 'church' with buildings serving as places of worship; but
that's not the Bible idea. Paul addressed himself to the church, that is, to the disciples
there. At any time, Monday to Saturday, wherever they were throughout the city, each
of those disciples belonged to the Church of God at Corinth. But on each first day of
the week, the church all came together as a church. That's the force of the expression
'en ekklesia' - one which Paul uses no less than four times in as many chapters (1
Cor.11-14).

So, from our introduction to those special appointments God made in the Old
Testament we underline the relevance of our coming together as a church before
God. God's year planner has now become a weekly planner, and there's something
really special to God in our doing exactly as he asks.
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The Turtledove

John Johnson, Kilmarnock, Scotland

There are about fifteen references in the Scriptures to the dove or the turtledove. Most
of these have teaching for us as disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ. In this article we
consider three of the references.

1. The dove found no resting place for the sole of her foot
(Gen.8:9)

The dove is first referred to here. Noah had sent out from himself a dove, to see if
the waters had receded from the face of the ground. But the dove found no resting
place for the sole of her foot (Gen.8:8,9). Does this not cause us to think of the day
when the Lord Jesus came up out of the Jordan after his baptism? And the Holy Spirit
descended in bodily form like a dove upon Him (Lk.3:22). Here at last after 4,000
years, the Holy Spirit had found a Man in whom He could rest undisturbed by sin.
Here was a Man with a clean heart who, for thirty years, had lived a holy and
righteous life in Nazareth despite its apparent reputation for unrighteousness (Jn
1:46). God requires us to be holy, You shall therefore be holy for I am holy'
(Lev.11:45), and commands us to be separate from the world as necessary to being
holy, but in various ways we become defiled and are exhorted to cleanse ourselves
from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God (2
Cor.7:1).

2. Therefore be wise as serpents and harmless as doves (Matt.10:16)

The Lord whom we follow was not only holy, He was harmless, undefiled, separate
from sinners (Heb.7:26). His harmless character was seen in that He when He was
reviled, did not revile in return;, when He suffered
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He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously (1 Pet.2:23).
Verses 19 to 21 of the same chapter are relevant to us as disciples: For this is
commendable, if because of conscience towards God one endures grief suffering
wrongfully. For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your faults, you take it
patiently? But when you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, this is
commendable before God. For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered
for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps. We are to follow His
steps - not in His steps - that we could never do. He has left us an example to follov.
3. He shall bring his offering of turtledoves (Lev.1:14)

'And if the burnt sacrifice of his offering to the LORD is of birds, then he shall bring
his offering of turtledoves or young pigeons. The priest shall bring it to the altar,
wring off its head, and burn it on the altar, its blood shall be drained out at the side of
the altar. And he shall remove its crop with its feathers and cast it beside the altar on
the east side, into the place for ashes. Then he shall split it at its wings, but shall not
divide it completely; and the priest shall burn it on the altar, on the wood that is on
the fire. It is a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, a sweet aroma to the LORD'
(Lev.1:14-17). Each of the animals offered as a burnt offering is a type of Christ and
the turtledove has its own special teaching relevant to the sacrifice of Christ, who
through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God (Heb.9:14). The
feathers were taken away and cast in the place of the ashes. The feathers are the glory
of the dove; to be stripped of its feathers makes it a creature of
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derision. Ps.68 speaks of the beauty of the dove referring to the wings of a dove
covered with silver, and her feathers with yellow gold (Ps.68:13). Speaking
figuratively, Christ the dove-like Man, was stripped of His feathers. Men made a
mockery of the beautiful words of grace that He spoke and the kind deeds He
performed. They made Him a laughing stock! He, the gentle dovelike Man, did not
reply unless it be, "Father, forgive them...”

'Himself He cannot save'

The wings were the turtledove's means of escape from danger. David said,
Fearfulness and trembling have come upon me, and horror has overwhelmed me. So 1
said, "Oh, that I had wings like a dove! I would fly away and be at rest" (Ps.55:5,6).
When the priest carried out the instruction to split it at its wings we are looking at a
dove that had lost its power to escape. But the dove speaks of Christ who did have
the power to escape suffering prior to and on the Cross.” Or do you think that 1
cannot now pray to My Father, and He will provide Me with more than twelve
legions of angels?" (Matt.26:53). He did not invoke deliverance from suffering.
The chief priests, scribes and elders spoke truly when they mockingly said, "He
saved others;, Himself He cannot save" (Matt.27:42); as the hymn writer fittingly
expressed it:

Himself He could not save,

Love's stream too deeply flowed.

In His prayer in Gethsemane the Lord prayed three times "... not My will, but Yours,
be done" (Lk.22:42). He chose not to escape the sufferings of Golgotha. The Son of
God loved each one of us so much that He gave Himself up for you and me. God
entreats us through Paul: I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God,
that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is
your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed
by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is the good and acceptable
and perfect will of God (Rom.12:1,2).

How awesome to think that the great, eternal, thrice-holy God through Paul
beseeches us! He will also help us to take this step of presenting our bodies for He
knows that it can only be done by the mercies of God. This reminds us of Ps.103: As
a father pities his children, so the LORD pities those who fear Him. For He knows
our frame; He remembers that we are dust (v.13,14). The Greek word 'parastesai’
meaning to present, being in the aorist infinitive, would signify a single action. The
transformation is a process which should continue throughout our lives. However,
our proneness to failure may call at times for rededication.
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Moses the Man of God

2. Victory Through Faith

Geoff Hydon, Toronto, Canada

"And this is the victory that has overcome the world - our faith."" This is a statement
of continuing principle. It applied to Moses and equally applies to us.

Moses' impressive victories

Moses enjoyed victory through faith. If it was unclear to us from reading about him
elsewhere in the Bible, the writer to the Hebrews leaves us with no doubts: he
repeatedly confirms that Moses' achievements were accomplished by faith.’
Consider, however, the important events in Moses' life that are not included in
Heb.11 as testaments to his faith. How by his rod and his word, miracles were worked
before the people. How he received the Law and the pattern of the tabernacle and the
priestly service, and served God as a prophet. How he judged the disputes among
the people in the wilderness. How he engaged in battle with the enemy as the
people neared the Promised Land. And above all else that we know about Moses'
life, there is the record that he came to know one of the closest of relationships with
God experienced by any man: face to face, the Scripture says.” This is an impressive
list of attributes and events, but they form the sequel to what the writer to the Hebrews
does draw to our attention in the life of Moses. It is worthwhile to look first at Moses'
preparation for such experiences. It may hold keys to our own enjoyment of victory.
Early victories

Moses' faith was not first exhibited in relation to the
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victorious exodus. He had displayed it, we are told, when he refused the privileges of
his Egyptian regal upbringing.* Why did he do this? We are given some insights that
point to even earlier experiences, even back to his childhood. His parents were
evidently remarkable people, with a strong sense of their responsibility before God.
Hiding the baby Moses was not without risk. We are specifically told that their
action was an evidence of faith.” Heb.11 is not dealing with self-confidence, or 'faith'
of a general sort. It uses the term to describe a vital assurance of what the will of God
is, and that it will prevail, and this is based on an essential belief in God as the one
true God, who rewards those who diligently seek Him.® Such faith was seen in
Moses' parents. While Moses' father may not have had the same freedom to impress
his faith on Moses directly, he and his wife must have had a significant effect on
his sister, Miriam. And in turn, Miriam along with Moses' mother was pivotal in the
early years of Moses' childhood.” To receive or provide a godly upbringing
(involving love,® instruction,’ discipline'’) is a great blessing from God. Faith that is
seen in several generations is indeed noteworthy.'" It is only reasonable to point to the
influence of Moses' parents and sister when looking for a reason for Moses' decision
to be Hebrew, not Egyptian.

We are told that this decision became clear when he became of age. He reached
the stage in life when he had to weigh things up for himself. (If you are reading this
you will most likely have reached that stage, so his example is not beyond you!) He
had been schooled in the wisdom of the Egyptians and seen the glory of the royal
court. To turn that aside must have needed some very serious consideration of the
alternative. Moses expressed faith in choosing not to be called the son of the
Egyptian princess, but to accept all that went with a Hebrew genealogy. At that time
it meant reliance on an inheritance among an enslaved and persecuted people
separated from their apparently inconsequential little land. Yet he preferred this to a
princely place in the centre of a world power. He was either irrational, or he had an
insight that completely altered the way he valued things! We may be sure that faith in
the God of heaven was what made it possible to see things on earth in that very
different light. It is the same for us; we can use the normal standard of the world in
which we live, or we can apply a higher standard through faith in the God who rules
over all;'* being where He lives, serving God in His house, will then be of utmost
importance to us."

Faith under attack

Moses' decision brought him affliction and reproach. He had to put up with being
told he was wrong, and to face abuse. Sometimes the reproach came
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from unexpected directions, even from his fellow Hebrews,14 even his own farnily.15
When we make a decision by faith to do God's will it will cause all our decisions, in
our life at home, work and among the Lord's people, to be subject to question by
others. And we might face persecution and abuse. We could not speak of 'victory' by
faith if there was no battle. This also shows us the far-reaching demand for ongoing
faith when once we decide to live by it; there is no part of our life that is free from
challenge. But likewise there is no part that is excluded from the possibility of
victory.

Another of Moses' victories was the avoidance of sinful pleasures. That term has
come to be applied by the world around us to describe what it considers minor
errors, like eating something that will make us put on weight, or drinking
something that will impair our judgment. Moses did not think of 'sin’ in that way. He
used God's standard. All sin is abhorrent to God, even if it is packaged in a very
appealing way. One of the things that helped Moses was the ability through faith to
place God's clock alongside the pleasures and persecutions. He knew the tempting
pleasures would not last long. The same is true of persecution. But the rewards for
victory by faith are lasting. It is the same for us: For our light affliction, which is but
for a moment, is working for us afar more exceeding and eternal weight of glory."
Another key to victory for us is to realize that we are merely enduring what our
tempters and persecutors feel toward Christ; they are doing to us what they wish they
could do directly to Him. But their ability will cease, soon the cup of sufferings will be
full; Christ will return to bring them to an end.” And while we endure, He is
sympathizing fully with our sufferings,' because in the final analysis the enemy is
really directing the attack against Him. As it was said in relation to Moses, they are
the reproach of Christ.

What else makes a person endure such difficulties? Consider for a moment what
triggers surrender and defeat: absence of hope; loss of a vision of success. Moses'
victory was in no small part because he saw something that to others was invisible. He
saw the reward of God and the God who rewards. To see these things it is usually
better to close your eyes! It sounds like a contradiction. Moses closed his eyes to the
pleasures of sin and looked in faith at invisible things. In reality, the contradiction is
for us to say we are walking by faith while in reality we are making decisions based
on what we can see naturally.19

Lifelong faith

In faith, Moses kept the Passover, left Egypt, and passed through the Red Sea. These
are memorable accomplishments, outstanding in Moses' 120-year lifespan. For part
of Moses' first 40 years he was being prepared under the
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influence of godly parents. He made decisions that would completely change the rest
of his life. Then followed another 40 years, mostly it seems employed in learning
meekness as a shepherd in the lonely wilderness. When he was 80 years old God
stepped in directly, revealing Himself to Moses in a miraculous way and preparing
Him for another 40 years of service.”” He was a man of faith. He was a person God
could and would use, even though Moses himself had natural doubts about his
abilities. His faith grew as God demonstrated His abilities. Likewise for us, as we see
God working in our life we are encouraged to increase our faith.>' Only by faith could
Moses have challenged Pharaoh as Egypt suffered under the first nine plagues. He
had to have confidence that God's word would come to pass. His faith was further
evidenced in the last plague, the almost unimaginable challenge to Pharaoh that he
and the rest of the Egyptians would lose their first-born during the Passover.
Victoriously he led the people away from Egypt. In the Bible, Egypt is a picture of
the world (as John uses that term™); faith is forever leading people out of this world
and nearer to God. And personal faith will have an effect on others, for faith puts
God's purposes into effect and those purposes are broader than for individuals alone.
The writer of Heb.11 changes from personal references to Moses to point out it was
they, and not just he, who passed in victory through the Red Sea: By faith he kept the
Passover and the sprinkling of blood, lest he who destroyed the firstborn should
touch them. By faith they passed through the Red Sea as by dry land, whereas the
Egyptians, attempting to do so, were drowned.”

We may stand in awe of Moses' meekness and his strength of faith. However, what
was true of him can in measure be true of us. Living faith is placed in an all-powerful
God, for whom our apparent limitations are no barrier: this is the victory... our faith.

)1Jn5:4 2) Heb.11:23-29 3) Deut.34:10
4) Heb.11:24 5) Heb.11:23 6) Heb.11:1,6
7) Ex.2:7-9 8) Ex.21:5; Tit.2:4 9) Eph.6:4

10) Prov.13:24; Heb.12:9-11 11) 2 Tim.1:4,5

12) Ps.103:19; Isa.55:8; Lk.16:15; 1 Pet.2:4 13) Ps.27:4; Heb.3:5,6
14) Ex.2:13,14; Ex.16:3 15) Num.12:1

16) 2 Cor 4:17. See also Rom.8:18; 1 Pet.1:6,7 17) Col.l:24

18) 2 Cor.1:3,4; Heb.2:17,18 19) 2 Cor.5:7

20) Ex.3:1-10 21) 2Thess.1:3,4 22) 1Jn2:15

23) Heb 11:28-29
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The Law of the Lord (2)

Martin Archibald, Paisley, Scotland

The warmth of the introduction

Now to look at the "Ten Commandments' again. Some may have memorised them in
school. What was the first one, then? "Thou shalt have no other gods before Me..."
(AV) That may seem a very negative way to be introduced to God! The Penguin book
referred to last month entitles the whole passage, "Thou shalt not..." Would we expect
something more inviting? The fact is, the opening is very much more positive. Here
is a major lesson for Bible students: when discussing Scripture, we're as well to
check how accurate our memories are. That saves a lot of woolly and misleading
thinking.

So please read in Ex.20:1-12 the first five commands. Let's anchor the first verse in
memory: "I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of
slavery"(NIV). Think of what those first words from God would mean to those people
gathered in hundreds of thousands, shocked into alertness by the thunder, lightning
and smoke. They would touch the painful memory of slavery - the burden and
shame of being slave-labourers; but also a deep sense of gratefulness to the God who
delivered them.

There was no doubt they were hearing the voice of Deity: they remembered being
trapped at the Red Sea; the manna on the ground each morning; how they had victory
for as long as Moses' hands were raised up in prayer to the God of their fathers. Here
is a prompt to remember how we have been made aware of the work of God in our
lives: a power beyond what we could expect of ourselves, and the people around us.
Further, He was the God "... who brought you out of the land of
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slavery." This wasn't just the spirit or power that lived in Sinai - thundering out,
"You're on my territory!" The voice, the violence of the elements came from the
same God who delivered them: the same God who says to you and me also, "I am
a God who saves."

The right of the Creator

Then He says, "There is no other!" We're beginning to wrap up the old idea of
"Thou shalt not..." Anyway, two of the first five commands give us something to
do. And what are the other three about? They're not just rules: they're also about a
person; and God is making sure we get it right: He's wanting to save us from mere
things! How much of our trust can reside in things man has made and can possess;
and things God has given to us that people try to claim for themselves - the land
and the sea that they fight over. Paul said men worshipped and served the creature
rather than the creator. We can find that we are giving much more time to acquiring
and servicing things that will waste away and perish; while we miss the rewards of
working with the unseen things that are eternal. The service we may give to other
people, and the precious thoughts of the Spirit that we can offer to God are much
more important.

Now a paragraph for people interested in language. There is something else to notice
about the way the commands were expressed. When forming a prohibition
Hebrew does not use the normal mood of command and add a negative, as English
says, "Do not..." Instead, the future is used, like a statement of fact: "You shall
not..." So there is something positive even in the negative commands. The phrasing
breathes the speaker's confidence that, "This is what will happen or will not
happen".

The main point is that we are being called to give the highest place to the one Person
whose right it Isa.God first formed the very idea of man, and brought him into being;
shaped him from the soil, breathed into him the breath of life, and he became a living
soul. The model worked, of course. But he was given the ability to choose. “You shall
have no other gods before Me.” Around us is a society that wants to do without God,
yet feels the need of a power beyond their own. In the confusion that results, they
don't want, for instance, the relationship between male and female that God
commends in 1 Cor.11. May we who claim to honour the living God take care to
accept all of His design for us.
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Focus

Quagmire in Iraq

George Prasher, Manchester, England

After the remarkable speed and success of Coalition Forces in defeating Saddam
Hussein's military machine, the sequel of widespread and sustained terrorist activities
brought unwelcome devastation and disruption to Iraq.

As a result of these disorders more coalition servicemen died than during the invasion
campaign. Many civilians also were killed or injured, either through the terrorist
attacks or by 'friendly fire' in attempts to thwart them. Iraqis cooperating with the
coalition forces, such as those training for the new police force or army, were
especially marked out for attack. Even relief agencies, such as the United Nations
relief centre or the Red Cross were also targeted.

Inevitably this led to disillusionment among many Iraqis, even those who had no love
for the old regime, though forced to submit to it. At least there had been jobs for the
majority of people, with available supplies of food, water and power. Instead there
were in many parts of the country interruptions of basic essential services, and the
overshadowing fear of lurking terrorism. This was compounded in many people's
minds by fear that Saddam Hussein might somehow regain control.

Then in mid-December 2003 the dramatic news broke that Saddam had been arrested
in Tikrit, Northern Iraq. This was hugely acclaimed by millions of his former subjects.
The spectacle of a once vainglorious tyrant reduced to taking refuge in an
underground cellar, and emerging looking disreputable and unkempt, flashed around
the world's television screens. To many Christian believers this was a sensational
reminder of Almighty God's hand in ultimate control of human destiny. History
provides many similar examples of tyranny overthrown. Three thousand years ago
David testified in Ps.37:
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Wait on the LORD, and keep His way...

When the wicked are cut off, you shall see it.

1 have seen the wicked in great power,

And spreading himself like a native green tree.

Yet he passed away, and behold, he was no more;

Indeed 1 sought him, but he could not be found (Ps.37:34-36).
Saddam Hussein has been found, but his power has passed away. He will probably
be brought to trial and punishment. Beyond that he must face an inescapable
appointment!
For it is written (Rom.14:11,12) : "4s I live, says the LORD, every knee shall bow to
Me, and every tongue shall confess to God.” So then each of us shall give account
of himself to God...
Human investigation has limitations, and human judgement is imperfect. How
reassuring the thought of ultimate accountability to God, for Shall not the Judge of
all the earth do right?
Great as the psychological effects of Saddam's arrest have been, the restoration of law
and order to Iraq, the renewal of its infrastructure, and development of oil production
and other resources still present immense problems. The establishment of
democratic government by Iraqis for Iraqis is seen to be a matter of utmost urgency.
Billions of dollars are being made available to finance the reconstruction of the
country. All this is of more importance than the immediate well-being of the Iraqi
people. To the student of God's Word it has special importance in relation to the
end-time prophecies regarding Babylon the great (Rev. 18:2). For many understand
this to be a literal city, a world centre of commerce and religion, answering to the
greatness of Nebuchadnezzar's ancient Babylon, and situated in the land of Shinar
(Zech.5:11) - southern Iraq. Proponents of this view point out that the final
destruction of Babylon is likened to a stone cast into the water (Jer.51:63,64;
Rev.18:21). Moreover in Isa.13:19 its destruction is likened to the overthrow of
Sodom and Gomorrah, another illustration of sudden overwhelming calamity.
Ancient Babylon's demise was by contrast a process of gradual decay.
We live in fascinating, momentous times, as pieces of the divinely ordained 'jigsaw'
fall into place towards the world scenario predicted for the time of the end. How
relevant the apostle's challenge:... knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake
out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. The night is
far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let
us put on the armour of light. (Rom.13:11,12).
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God's Appointments Calendar

2. Appearing Before God

Brian Johnston, Leigh, England

God's people met together at the times of the Old Testament 'feasts' or celebrations,
but it wasn't so much about their meeting with each other, as it was about their
coming together so that they might meet with God. The first of the Old Testament
celebrations when God's people came together is perhaps one of the most familiar:
"Observe the month of Abib, and keep the Passover to the LORD your God, for in
the month of Abib the LORD your God brought you out of Egypt by night... you
shall sacrifice the Passover at twilight, at the going down of the sun, at the time you
came out of Egypt"(Deutl 6:1-7)

This was what Israelites had to do each year. They were God's people who had
been supernaturally rescued out of slavery in Egypt. God Himself had set them free
by means of that tenth, last and terrible plague when every firstborn (or eldest) son
in all the land of Egypt had been struck down at midnight. Believing Israelites had to
shelter in their homes, having painted their doorways with the blood of a sacrificial
lamb. This lamb was known as the Passover Lamb because of God's promise that when
He saw the blood on the door He would pass over’ (Ex.12:23) that house and spare
the eldest son in that household. Behind their blood-stained doors, the families fed on
roast lamb that night. And the next day they left Egypt without even the time to leaven
their bread. Every year afterwards, at the time of the original Passover, the Israelites
were to celebrate the Passover that you may remember the day in which you came out
of the land of
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Egypt all the days of your life (Deut.16:3).

Then one year, the voice of John the Baptist rang out in the Jordan valley: "Look, the
Lamb of God" (Jn 1:29 NIV). He was drawing everyone's attention to Jesus Christ, the
Son of God. Three years later, at Passover-time, that Lamb was sacrificed at the cross.
Saul of Tarsus was a Jewish rabbi who came to realize that Jesus' death had been the
fulfilment of the long Passover tradition: For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed
for us (1 Cor.5:7). Jesus had died precisely on time according to God's ancient timetable.
The Passover festival had always pointed forward to the cross of Christ.

The relevant command found in Ex.23:15 said: "You shall keep the Feast... none shall
appear before Me empty." Those wonderful festive occasions long ago were times of
rejoicing in God's presence. This is another principle that carried through into the service
of the New Testament churches of God as they came together as churches to remember
their Lord weekly in bread and wine and to proclaim His death in that way. It's in this
context that the Bible makes an amazing revelation to us: those disciples were appearing
before God in heaven! In Heb.10:19-25, it says: We have confidence to enter the holy
place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us
through the veil, that is, His flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of
God, let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith... not forsaking our
own assembling together. (NAS)

We can be absolutely sure that they weren't entering into any holy place on earth. They
had nothing more to do with the God-forsaken temple at Jerusalem. Its veil had been torn
from the time of the cross - showing that God was finished with it. No! It could only be
that they were entering, in a spiritual sense, into the true holy place in heaven - of which
the holy places on earth were mere copies. They were appearing before God. That's the
wonder of worship after the biblical pattern! When we realize that, we definitely won't
want to forsake assembling together biblically, but we'll want to come with hearts full of
our fresh appreciation of the Lord Jesus Christ so we can offer it to the God who once
commanded: "none shall appear before Me empty".
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An Organic Unity

David Hyland, Middlesbrough, England

It was at Caesarea Philippi that the Lord made a declaration, heralding the opening
of a new dispensation in the purposes of God, when He said, "/ will build My church"
(Matt.16:18). Further revelation concerning what would be involved in the project
was given through the apostle Paul when he described the same company of people
as the church, which is His body (Eph.1:22,23).

When attempting to express abstract concepts we often use metaphor, simile or
analogy to illustrate the meaning we are trying to convey. When the Spirit of God
was revealing profound spiritual realities, He sometimes guided the human writers
of the New Testament to use figurative language to illustrate these truths. A
significant instance of this describes the intimate living relationship between Christ
and His Church by the analogy implied in the term the church which is His body
(Eph.1:22,23). The believer's relationship to Christ is described as being as close as
that between different parts of the human body. The unity of the human body is
organic. The Church the Body of Christ is to be apprehended not as an
organization, but as an organism having intimate relationship between its members.
The Body of Christ is a new creation in which every member is different and all are
interdependent. This is not superficial uniformity, but vital union. In 1 Cor.12 Paul
shows that it would be impossible for an individual member of the human body to
rebel and claim to be independent: If the foot should say, "Because I am not a
hand, I am not of the body", is it therefore not of the body? (1 Cor.12:15). He then
postulates the absurdity of a body which consisted of one member: If the whole
body were an eye, where would be the hearing? (1 Cor.12:17). Sight is the eye's
functional service to the whole body.
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The members of the human body are controlled from the head. Within the head the
brain is the seat of command and direction where all the decisions are made. In the
epistles, statements regarding the Headship of Christ are emphatic. The fact of
His status is clearly stated: Christ is head of the church... the church is subject to
Christ (Eph.5:23,24). It is from the Head that life flows to all the members of His
Church. Union with Christ means that all the members, being individually joined, can
never be severed.

It is the responsibility of each individual member to maintain communion with the
Head of the Body in order to receive spiritual nourishment for growth and
development. The member's personal communion with the Head of the Body is
conditional. When Paul wrote to the Colossians he had to reprove some who were
being seduced from the faith by false teachers. Because they were following the
heretics their communion with Christ was affected. Both the false teachers and those
influenced by them were not holding fast to the Head (Col.2:18, 19). In Eph.4 Paul
lists some of the gifts which the ascended Christ has distributed for the edifying
(‘building up' RV) of the body of Christ. The need for the exercise of spiritual gifts
will continue #ill we all come...to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ
(v.11-16).

The Lord was not building the Church the Body during His earthly ministry; He
distinctly said, "/ will build". His atoning death, glorious resurrection and ascension
to heaven were all necessary before the purpose could be put into effect. The Lord
promised His disciples that on His return to heaven He would ask the Father to send
the Holy Spirit to indwell them. The advent of the Spirit was necessary before the
building could begin. Paul associates membership of the Church which is Christ's
Body with baptism in the Holy Spirit. For in one Spirit were we all baptised into one
body (1 Cor.12:13 RV). This indicates that the building began on the day of
Pentecost when, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the gospel was preached in
power and many believed.

The Lord Jesus Christ is the Saviour and Preserver of the Body. He guarantees the
eternal security of each individual member and preserves the exquisite beauty and
perfect unity of the whole Church as its deliverer and defender. The powers of
darkness under Satanic influence may assail but they can never prevail. All attacks are
repulsed. The Church the Body is invulnerable and remains inviolate.

At the Lord's coming to the air the dead in Christ will rise first; then, with the living in
Christ, the whole blood-bought throng shall be caught up together... in the clouds to
meet the Lord in the air (1 Thess.4:16,17). Christ also loved the church and gave
Himself for her... that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having
spot or wrinkle or any such thing (Eph.5:25,26). Then the Saviour shall see the labor
of His soul, and be satisfied (Isa.53:11).
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Moses the Man of God
3. Face to Face

Keith Dorricott, Toronto, Canada

A unique epitaph

At the end of Moses' life, these distinctive words were written of him: since then
therelhas not arisen in Israel a prophet like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to
face.

What is notable was not that Moses knew God well, but rather the intimacy with
which God knew him. It makes us wonder what kind of a man Moses must have
been, and what must have been the nature of their relationship, especially since
Scripture tells us that no one has seen God at any time.’

We do know that God is a God who desires to reveal Himself to mankind; He desires
that each of us come to know Him personally. Christ said that this was the essence of
His gift of eternal life: "this is eternal life,
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that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.”
And yet Moses is set apart in this respect, that the Lord knew him face fo face.

God appeared to His people... but in obscurity

Moses was a man of faith,’ and yet he was eighty years old before God actually
appeared to him - not face to face, but in a burning bush.” God had a vital life work for
him to undertake, and this necessitated speaking directly to him, to call him to it. And
from that point on, the Lord spoke repeatedly to Moses, and Moses to the Lord,
although we are not told by what means. But it was at Mount Sinai, after the people
had been redeemed out of Egypt, that God first spoke to him face to face.

There the Lord came down on the mountain in a cloud and fire and spoke to Israel
out of the fire.® The people were so terrified that they wanted no more of it, and they
beseeched Moses to intervene for them, to be the one to receive God's words on their
behalf. They did not want to receive the word of God directly. Moses would become
the single channel by which God would speak to His people, just as he would also be
the single channel by which they in turn would appeal to God. He was both their
prophet and their intercessor, just as later the Lord Jesus would be both the apostle
and the high priest of our confession.’

Six times Moses climbed Mount Sinai, to be alone in God's presence, to listen to His
commands for Israel. God did not speak to him as He would do later to other prophets,
through visions, dreams, or difficult sayings, but clearly, and in person.® Through
Moses was to be transmitted the entire old covenant law, and all the particulars of the
house and service of God. There was no room for mis-communication.

Did Moses see God's face?

If they spoke face fo face, did Moses in fact see God's face? No - he was explicitly
told "You cannot see My face; for no man shall see Me, and live.”” What then did he
see in those times alone with God? He certainly saw more than the nation at large;
they just saw the cloud and the fire, although they heard the voice of God. That was
more than enough for them. He also saw more than the elders that he took further
with him; it says they saw God " -something of the majesty of God's presence, but
not His person. But Moses himself, as he repeatedly climbed the peak alone, saw
even more - a manifestation of the Lord Himself- /e sees the form of the LORD."
And rather than shying away from it, it made him long for more - to see the glory
of God."” In response, he was shown the essential goodness and character of God
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- both His mercy and His judgment, but not His face. And so the communication
from the Lord which is described as face to face was 'person to person', but with the
face of the Lord still concealed, for Moses' preservation. And yet that was enough to
cause his face to shine."

No one has seen God at any time, the Bible says. The only begotten Son, who is in the
bosom of the Father, He has declared Him."* 1t was the incarnation of Christ that
permitted men and women to look on the face of God, although in the veiled form of
His humanity. Were they awestruck by that? Did they revel in the fact that they could
now look on the face of God, and not die? Sadly, with few exceptions, no. The face
of Christ was subjected to the ravages of Calvary. They spat in His face!"” Tt is almost
unimaginable that this would be allowed. For it is Jesus Christ our Lord who reveals
the glory of God to mankind, and it is for this purpose that the gospel has been
given to be proclaimed to them. /¢ is the God who commanded light to shine out of
darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of
God in the face of Jesus Christ. '°

Why was Moses so privileged?

What enabled Moses to attain to such a unique and exalted communion with God?
Desiring it was not enough. Being called to a great work was not enough. God
Himself gives the answer: "He is faithful in all My house. I speak with him face to face
"!7 Moses, a highly educated man, is commended by God, not for his cleverness, but
for his faithfulness. He paid careful attention to all the particulars of the sanctuary and
service of God that Israel would be uniquely privileged to engage in, and he
implemented precisely the instructions he was given. In this way he demonstrated
that what was important to God was vitally important to him.

When God called him up into the mountain, he went alone."® No one was permitted to
be with him; no animal could even touch the mountain. He was in the holy presence of
God. Those responsibilities that so consumed him at other times, the care and
leadership of the nation of Israel, had to be set aside for a time so that he might give
himself unreservedly to the presence of God. If he were to serve them effectively, he
must leave them for a while to go in. And there he must wait on the Lord - six days on
one occasion;"” and there he must listen. Or else he would be a prophet with nothing
from God to say to them. And those times must not be hurried - forty days and forty
nights on two separate occasions,” with no food or drink, sustained by God Himself,
while the people below wondered if he were still alive, and they carried on their life
on a totally different plane.
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The effect on Moses... and us

When Moses came down from the mountain, he was unaware that his face shone
brightly.*' He was only conscious of God. He had been so infused with the holiness of
God, he thought and looked differently from the others. No wonder he reacted so
angrily when he saw then idolatrous orgy.” He had been in the very presence of
God. And so they were afraid to come close to him, and yet they knew where he had
been and whose words he had. And so that they would not see the glory fade, he
covered his face, until again he would go into that divine presence.

2 Cor.3 explains why this matters to us today who are under the new covenant that
now defines our relationship with God.” This covenant is far superior, and its glory
surpasses what Moses saw. It tells us that we have no need of a veil to cover our faces,
because the glory of this covenant will never fade. God has shone the light of the
knowledge of His glory in the person of Jesus Christ into our hearts, and it is the on-
going work of the Holy Spirit to cause that to transform our hearts and minds. And the
transformation on the inside will be reflected on the outside; the look on our faces
will reflect the thoughts of our hearts.

In order for all this to have any effect on me, I must answer the following questions:
How much of the glory of God do I wish to experience? Or am I afraid of it? Do I
keenly seek God's face, so that I might truly come to know Him? Am I willing to
spend the time alone with God, not just making requests, but contemplating His
greatness and holiness, and listening for His voice to me, however long it might take,
that I might first be changed myself, so that I might then be effective for others? Does
God know me face to face? At what level am I prepared to let God know me?

We all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transfc;i’med into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the
Lord.

1) Deut.34:10 2) Jn1:18 3) In17:3 4) Heb.11:27
5) Ex.3:4 6) Deut.5:4 7) Heb.3:1 8) Num.12:8

9) Ex.33:20 10) Ex.24:11 11) Num.12:8  12) Ex.33:18
13) Ex.34:29 14) Jn 1:18 15) Matt.26:67 16)2 Cor.4:6
17) Num.12:7,8; Heb.3:5 18) Ex.34:3 19) Ex.24:16
20) Ex.24:18; Ex.34:28 21) Ex.34:29-35 22) Ex.32:19,20

23)2 Cor.3:7-18 24) 2 Cor.3:18
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The Law of the Lord (3)

Martin Archibald, Paisley, Scotland

"You shall have no other gods before Me."

For the little nation of the 2nd millennium B.C., the big news was that there is one
God (Deut.6:4). Not the spirits of the sea, the woods, the hills, the sun, moon, etc.
Now, 3,000 and more years on, the message is as much, "You will have Me." God
exists. Paul, the great Hebrew, said to try to do without God is to be without hope in
this world. When the legal experts asked the Lord what the greatest commandment
was, He took them to the re-statement in Deuteronomy, to show them the word
'love":

""You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and
with all your mind."... And the second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbour as
yourself" (Matt.22:37-39)

Perhaps you and I are more comfortable with the second? The Letter of James says
that's the test of talking about loving God: to show it in acts of love towards our
neighbours. But we need the ideal: to acknowledge and love the Power, the Being,
who is love and truth, beyond the resources of this world. That sustains the faith we
need for loving people, with faults on the outside, and faults inside - the faith that
God is at work, reshaping; that He, and He alone, can recreate.

If that power, and the first commandment, is vague and far away, we need to get to
know Him better. If we come to His throne for an hour, and have nothing worth
saying to Him, after a week of experience, how poor! When He is so rich, and so
generous to us! 1 Jn 4 shows us the way with the keynote, God is love, and he who
abides in love abides in God, and God in him (v. 16).
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What's in a name?
"You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God" (Ex.20:7 NIV). Someone
who knows your name has a degree of power over you. If it is spoken, you respond.
It can be used gently and with warmth. It can be stated formally with the surname, or
deliberately withheld to hurt or degrade. Your name can be shouted as a jeer; or it
can resonate with delight from an old friend on meeting you again. But the names
of God contain power in themselves. They represent His character and His might.

The name of the LORD is a strong tower:

The righteous run to it and are safe. (Prov.18:10)
To mention God in a conversation silences superficial talk, and brings out true
attitudes. It cleanses the ready heart. It takes us at once to high ground, and tests
how many are at home there - including the speaker. Why, then, is the command not
phrased in a positive way, as in the proverb? Doubtless people of those days did not
need any reminder about the power. Rather, they needed a warning about over-
familiarity, and attempts to use the divine name selfishly or to cover deceit. (Notice the
translation 'in falsehood', Ex.20:7 RVM.)
Faith in the Name
"You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God" (Ex.20:7 NIV). Perhaps
today we need to take care that we do not claim association with the name of God
from mere habit instead of real appreciation. We may speak of our place in the house
of God, but be in danger of losing it because we are not truly confessing Him in our
conduct or witness (Heb.3:6). Loss of faith in God, or slipping by degrees into lack of
love, or even deceitfulness towards one another, show the hardened heart of Heb.3
and 4. Thus we may deceive ourselves as individuals. Worse still if this condition
spreads in a church, or in the whole community. If we are content with the faithless
view that we cannot win souls in this difficult day, or cannot make disciples to the
kingdom, then that kingdom may be taken from us. Like the church in Sardis, we
could have a name that we live, but in fact be spiritually dead (Rev.3:1).
Instead, let us exercise our faith to make it strong by going out boldly with the gospel
and the call to the place of the Name. Where men are indifferent and content with the
hope of this life, let us take the light of the truth of God. Let us also learn the
expressiveness of the array of titles that belong to God, and to His Son, and to the
Spirit of His grace, in our worship and witness. Then we may find His power at work,
cleansing ourselves, and establishing the work of our hands, till the beauty of the
LORD our God be upon us.
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Focus

Israel's 'Fence’

George Prasher, Manchester, England

In an attempt to halt penetration of their territory by suicide bombers, Israel has for
the past six months been developing the construction of a concrete and wire barrier
through parts of the Palestinian-occupied West Bank. Though described by Israel as
a fence, it is in fact a sophisticated barrier, forty metres wide, with pyramids of rolled
barbed wire standing six feet tall along each side. The wire fence itself is ten feet
high and armed with electronic sensors. In areas of special risk there will be a solid
concrete wall. On either side of the fence is a roadway for police and army use. A
deep ditch further impedes vehicles from crossing. Surveillance cameras scan
surrounding areas.

The barrier is planned to extend for 360 miles, and at places curves farther into
Palestinian territory in order to include certain Jewish settlements. This inevitably
causes resentment among Palestinians, who regard the 'fence' rather as 'an apartheid
separation wall' that impedes access to Israel for employment and trade.
International opinion has also been critical of the project, seeing it as a further
hindrance to the 'peace process'. Indeed at one point USA President George V. Bush
threatened to cut American aid in loan guarantees to Israel if the fence construction
went ahead.

However, the suicide bombings inflamed public opinion in Israel to call for extreme
measures. Many feel that despite the immense expense involved the fence is a
regrettable necessity. Israel's security officials consider it essential for the nation's
protection, and point to the effectiveness of a similar barrier around the Gaza Strip.
The head of the Shin Bet, Israel's domestic-security agency, claims that not one
suicide bomber has succeeded in entering Israel from the Gaza Strip during the
present uprising. Understandably those in Jewish
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settlements on the Palestinian side of the barrier are less satisfied, feeling deprived of a
measure of protection. Some, but by no means all, settlements are defensive military key-
points, strategically placed to defend Jerusalem from the north. This too may well
influence the route planned for the erection of the barrier.
Is there something of long-term significance in this defensive consolidation around
Israel's heartland, the territory centred on Jerusalem? We may sometimes be tempted to
read more than is justified into current events which seem possibly related to end-time
events predicted by Scripture; but it does appear from prophecies in the Book of
Zechariah that the climax of Israel's resistance to the destructive forces of Antichrist will
involve a desperate conflict in Judaea and Jerusalem:

For Iwill gather all the nations to battle against Jerusalem,

The city shall be taken,

The houses rifled,

And the women ravished.

Half of the city shall go into captivity,

But the remnant of the people shall not be cut off from the city. (Zech.14:2)
Yet there is also remarkable note taken of the part to be played by Judah in association
with Jerusalem:

"Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of drunkenness to all the surrounding

peoples, when they lay siege against Judah and Jerusalem...In that day I will

make the governors of Judah like a firepan in the woodpile, and like a fiery

torch in the sheaves, they shall devour all the surrounding peoples on the right

hand and on the left,... the LORD will save the tents of Judah first, so that the

glory of the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem shall

not become greater than that of Judah." (Zech.12:2,6,7)
From Dan.12:7 we learn that by the end of the forty-two months of the Great Tribulation,
Israel's power will have been completely shattered, the end result of the relentless
pressure of overwhelming odds when all the nations of the world are gathered together
against Jerusalem. Yet resistance to the invaders by Israeli forces in Judea and Jerusalem
will be phenomenal in its ferocity. Through Zechariah we also learn that at the moment of
Israel's brokenness their Messiah will be manifested in glory for their salvation:

Then the LORD will go forth

And fight against those nations,

As He fights in the day of battle. (Zech.14:3)

"It shall be in that day that I will seek to destroy all the nations that come

against Jerusalem.... then they will look on Me whom they pierced"”

(Zech.12:9,10).
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God's Appointments Calendar

3. God's Appointments

Brian Johnston, Leigh, England

"Speak to the Israelites and say to them: 'These are My appointed feasts, the appointed
feasts of the LORD, which you are... to proclaim at their appointed times." (Lev.23:2-4
NIV).

Our opening verse from Leviticus has emphasized that these celebrations were God's
appointed festivals at His appointed times. It wasn't the people themselves who decided
when they should come together and when they should have a collective audience with
the Almighty. Those times were specified by God Himself, and part of the reason for that
was that God's annual timetable for these celebrations also served as a timetable for
prophesying major events that were to follow in the course of God's dealings with His
people - and indeed with the world. For example, the timing of the Passover celebration
served notice as to the exact time of the year in which God's Son, Jesus, would die on the
cross. God, and God alone, knew the time of the future events that were foreshadowed in
these spring festivals - and so He, and He alone, made the appointments for His people to
keep.

The second annual appointment God made with His Old Testament people follows on
from the Passover celebration. As to that second festival, the feast of Unleavened Bread,
God quite specifically told them: "Celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread, because it
was on this very day that I brought your divisions out of Egypt. Celebrate this day as a
lasting ordinance for the generations to come. In the first month you are to eat bread
made without yeast, from the evening of the fourteenth day until the evening of the
twenty-first day. For seven days no yeast is to be found in your houses.
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And whoever eats anything with yeast in it must be cut off from the community of
Israel, whether he is an alien or native-born. Eat nothing made with yeast. Wherever
you live, you must eat unleavened bread.” (Ex.12:17-20 NIV)

The Israelites left Egypt in a hurry. That was a factor in the bread having to be
unleavened or baked without yeast (see Deut.16:3 - 'the bread of affliction’). But it
wasn't the whole story. Throughout the whole Bible 'leaven' is used as a symbol of
something that spreads - something which pervades something else - in the way that
sin pervades our fallen human nature and lives.

When the apostle Paul wrote to the Church of God at Corinth, he taught them Jesus
was the answer to the Passover. He has redeemed all believers on Himself not from
an earthly power, but from a spiritual power. So the Passover lambs in picturing Christ
for us, picture our redemption. If the Passover lamb pictures our redemption, then the
unleavened bread pictures our sanctification -which is all about the fact that God has
set us apart for Himself as holy in Christ. As a result, He requires that we make every
effort, by His help, to live lives that are free from sin. Here are Paul's actual words to
the believers in the Church of God at Corinth: Clean out the old leaven, that you may
be a new lump, just as you are in fact unleavened. For Christ our Passover also has
been sacrificed. Let us therefore celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the
leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and
truth. I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people; I did not at all
mean with the immoral people of this world, or with the covetous and swindlers, or
with idolaters; for then you would have to go out of the world. (1 Cor.5:7-10NAS)
Paul was writing to Christians living in a bustling seaport; one notorious in the ancient
world for its loose morals. The situation confronting us today is comparable. We
certainly do live in a defiling world. Although we'll never be free from
contamination until we're taken from this world, we are to put away sin from our
lives just as they were long ago to put away leaven from their houses.

It's in this condition that we're to keep our Lord's appointment each first day of the
week. For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord
Jesus in the night in which He was betrayed took bread; and when He had given
thanks, He broke it, and said, "This is My body, which is for you; do this in
remembrance of Me.” In the same way He took the cup also, after supper, saying,
"This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me." (1 Cor.11:23-26 NAS)

What could be clearer than the Lord's words: "do this"? And so we encourage each
other to keep His appointment to remember Him in His own appointed way - in
bread and wine.
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The Lamp of the Body

Eric Willis, Liverpool, England

Take a look at your eyes in front of a mirror. The gift of sight, like our other senses, is
something we often take for granted. Our eyes help us to appreciate the world around
us. Those who are blind or have a visual impairment suffer a great loss. Let's take a
closer look at the human eye.

Structurally the two eyes are the same, but some of their activities are coordinated
so that that they function as a pair. Light enters the eye through the cornea and passes
through the pupil at the centre of the iris. The pupil constricts or dilates to regulate
the

amount of light that passes through the lens, the final focusing structure. By this route
light arrives at the retina at the back of the eye. The iris has been described as the
most data-rich physical structure of the body. It has over 250 identifiable
characteristics, and it is now often used for computer identification purposes. On the
retina are some 120 million rods and
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seven million cones; these delicate sense cells detect the various aspects of light,
colour, fine detail and peripheral vision. This information is transmitted along the optic
nerve to the brain. The most modern sophisticated camera could never compare with
the precision, complexity and beauty of the eye. It is truly an object of wonder!

In the spiritual realm we can also experience the blessings and joys of sight -an inner
sight - referred to by Paul as the eyes of your understanding (Eph.1.18). Once we
were spiritually blind, but now we can 'see', a vision of the unseen. There are lessons
that we can learn from our natural sight. Having good physical eyes does not mean
that we always see things as we should. This is because we do not really focus on
them.

Familiar objects often blind the eyes and we fail to appreciate their beauty and form.
Hurry and speed also affect the way we see, in that we do not take time to 'stand and
stare'.

In the physical world the higher we climb the further we can see; an object seen only
dimly at ground level, can be seen much more clearly on reaching higher ground. An
even clearer and wider spiritual vision can be experienced by those who ascend the
hill of the Lord. Moses went up to the mountain of God (Ex.24:13); Elijah went to
Horeb, the mountain of God (1 Kgs.19:8). Jesus took Peter, James, and John, and led
them up on a high mountain (Mk.9:2). The mountain top became a place of
revelation to the disciples as the Lord was transfigured before them.

"The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye is good (single RV), your
whole body will befall of light" (Matt.6:22). The Lord's words to His disciples set
out clearly the need to have a single vision and be single-minded in service. 'Wo one
can serve two masters" (v.24). For the Christian, an unhealthy eye can result in
spiritual double vision. If our eyes are focused on Christ, He will fill our eyes with
things above and we shall become less occupied with earthly things. What is our
vision of Christ; how clearly do we see Him? There were those who came to the
disciples with a request, "Sir, we wish to see Jesus" (Jn 12:21). May this be our desire,
too.

Although our vision of the Lord may at times be dim, the coming day will reveal Him
in all His glory; for the redeemed a blessed prospect. They shall see His face... They
need no lamp or light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall
reign forever and ever (Rev. 22:4,5).
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Moses the Man of God
4. Under Depressive

Stress

Dr. John Terrell, Carlisle, England

The second half of the 20th century has seen the progressive emergence of 'stress-
related illness' as a major factor in general health and welfare. Not that the conditions
concerned were new in human experience -not by a long way. But the rapidly
accelerating pace of life, as generally perceived, began to throw such health
problems into a sharper focus. 'Stress' became a frequent entry in sickness
certificates. It signifies mental and emotional strains and tensions, often with
physical effects, and it appeared to become increasingly prevalent in all walks of
life. Some people are more susceptible than others, reflecting widely varying
inherent temperament. It has certainly never spared Christians as they endeavour to
give their witness and service to their Master in an often hostile world, though as we
shall see, those whose trust is in God have recourse to a limitless source of strength and
support not available to the unbeliever.

All of this has been true of men and women of faith down the ages. Moses, the
subject of this series of articles, was very meek, above all the men which were upon the
face of the earth (Num.12:3 RV) and so, we might imagine, a prime candidate for the
ill effects of stress. Nehemiah was a man of God characterized by earnestness and
intensity of purpose - again exposing him to stressful conditions. David, strong,
resolute and successful in battle, did not escape; witness some of his self-revealing
pleadings with God in the Psalms. Moreover all of these knew the additional
pressures of a major leadership responsibility, itself providing an
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additional dimension of stress. It is little wonder, therefore, that on several occasions
Moses reveals in the scripture narrative the pressures he felt, and he wisely and openly
expressed his natural human feelings to his God.

It is useful to look at the narrative of Num.11 to appreciate how the depressive
effects of the stresses of leadership multiplied in Moses' case. The chapter recounts
not one but two rebellions by the people under Moses' leadership. There is no stress
like that of 'what next?' and ‘things only get worse. We cannot tell how soon the
revolt described from v.4 onward followed that recorded in Num.11:1-3 when the
severe judgment of the Lord for murmuring had been expressed in fire. But follow it
did and was apparently triggered by 'the mixed multitude’. Who were these people?
The only other mention of them is in Ex.12:38 where we read of the people of Israel
escaping from Egypt and a mixed multitude went up also with them. Were they
people of other nations or tribes who had also been oppressed by the Egyptians and
attached themselves to the Israelites in their Red Sea crossing? Had they any real
commitment to Israel and Israel's God? We know so little about these people to
draw clear lessons, beyond a duty of care for God's people in any generation lest the
attitudes and actions of 'mixed multitudes' of any kind should impinge on their
spiritual lives. At all events, the role of this group in the matter of the nation of Israel's
lusting for flesh to eat was wholly negative even if the Israelites were all too ready
to join them in their complaint.

It is, however, the effect on Moses and the Lord's response to him which is our main
interest here. Some might speculate as to why God did not anticipate Moses' very
natural response of, [ am not able to bear all these people alone, because the burden
is too heavy for me"” (Num.11:14). We say, 'very natural response' since that is how
the matter tends to appeal to us as we sympathize with Moses. But the Lord was
acting and re-acting in perfect wisdom. Had Moses been perhaps too possessive
about his leadership role; reluctant to recognize the abilities which the Lord saw in the
elders of the tribes whom he commended to Moses? We may wonder.

Certainly the Lord's positive response was immediate and, able as these elders of
tribes were, they needed something more - an endowment with the same Spirit who
had such free course in Moses' life. This ranks surely as a compliment to Moses
and it is to be hoped that he was encouraged by it. Was Joshua a little jealous of
encroachment on his leadership role (v.28) ? How truly 'up front' is Scripture about
all these responses and reactions! Moses would seem to have got 'on message’,
however, when he rebuked Joshua and obviously welcomed the supporting elders.
The Lord, at the right moment,
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made the right provision for His beleaguered servant. Yet the sad judgmental outcome
of the people's lusting for flesh to eat was still to come and doubtless tested further
Moses' reliance on God.

It may seem to us that God's attitude to the people pleading for flesh to eat was rather
severe. A great many of the readers of this magazine are blessed from day to day
with the provision of a richly varied diet. At the very least the lot of the people of
Israel in the wilderness should stimulate in us a greater spirit of thankfulness. Yet
Moses who, of course, shared the people's limited but adequate food provision in
the wilderness, did not share their complaining attitude, thus surely acknowledging
the wisdom of God in what He provided. The stress for Moses lay in the recurrent
spirit of discontent among the people.

We do well to also recall that these events took place in the early part of the
wilderness experience of the people of Isracl. They were less than two years out of
Egypt which they had left with an enticing prospect of a land flowing with milk and
honey (Ex.3:8). The honey-flavoured manna which God provided gave a foretaste
of a better and more varied diet to come in the promised land. The disciplined diet
imposed by God was to be a relatively short-lived experience and was probably to be
viewed in that light. Sadly, of course, the events of Kadesh Barnea were not far away.
A response of faith to the report of the spies about the richness of the land would
soon have ended their dietary limitations. But it was not so and a long 38 years of
wilderness wandering ensued. Moses and his helpers in leadership had many years
still to lead a faithless and discontented nation.

We may now try to summarize the depressive stress experience of Moses the man of
God, and how his God graciously dealt with him. Firstly, the very fact that Moses
could come before the Lord so frankly and speak so honestly about how he felt went a
long way in itself to release the tension he felt and dissipate some of his accumulating
stress-induced depression.

We must remember that of Moses, and of Moses alone, it is said in Scripture that the
LORD spoke to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend (Ex.33:11). Had
Moses perhaps come to take this amazing relationship a little bit 'for granted' and
neglected to avail himself of it daily in all his problems? It certainly seems that he had
been damming up his frustrations and now even invited the Lord to take his life
(Num.11:15). Shades of another great man of God, Elijah, who reached a similar
low point (1 Kgs.19:14) and also immediately felt the gracious and wise
intervention of God on behalf of His beleaguered servant. The lesson for us all
touching prayer, especially for leaders, is too obvious to require elaboration. Our
access is unlimited to the divine presence. The Master said, "My yoke is easy and
My burden is light"
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(Matt.11:30).
While our communion with God is paramount in situations of stress, whether centred
on secular affairs or more particularly in the area of service to the Lord, our gracious
Lord knows also the sustaining value of supportive human relationships. The
appointment of the elders to help Moses has already been mentioned and a
subsequent article in this series will deal more fully with this matter of shared
responsibility. But even apart from the sharing of responsibility the sustaining
comfort of Christian friendship in general should not be under-estimated. Second only
to our communion with the Lord, real unconditional friendship can ‘'hold the
drooping spirit up' (to borrow from a hymn) and sometimes, let it be said in all
honesty, provide that invaluable service even when the capacity for prayer seems at
its lowest ebb. Do we study enough to fulfil the injunction, Bear one another's
burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ (Gal.6:2)? And then there is another
dimension to be remembered in the matter of mutual service. Is it not often easier to
give service than to receive it? The refrain of a delightful hymn about serving one
another catches this thought beautifully:

Brother, sister, let me serve you;

Let me be as Christ to you.

Pray that I may have the grace

To let you be my servant too.
All of this relates closely, of course, to the very practical ways in which burdens
often need to be shared; not only at the spiritual and emotional levels but also in a
'hands-on' approach. A small thoughtful personal service of whatever kind can
prove the shaft of light to illuminate many a dark experience. How often do we
quote the childhood wisdom of the boy carrying his tired brother who, when told,
"You have a heavy burden there', replied, "This is not a burden. This is my brother!'
Finally let us also be reminded that the depression associated with stress can
sometimes be, or become a real illness requiring medical care and attention. All that
is said above still applies but there may be this additional dimension to be taken into
account.
Ps.90, a prayer of Moses the man of God, will be part of the subject of the closing
article in this series. We borrow a few words from it with which to close. The deep
shadowy contemplations of this remarkable man of God give way in Ps.90:14 to the
deeply heart-felt prayer:

Oh, satisfy us early with Your mercy,

that we may rejoice and be glad all our days!
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The Law of the Lord (4)

Martin Archibald, Paisley, Scotland

"Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.”

We are told here a law of our make-up that is not seen in nature's cycles. Only this
Law reveals the importance of a seventh-day rest for our well-being. To take a break
from our work and its interpersonal tensions is a great healer. The blessing unfolds
further if we give much of the day to service and company with the people of God.
Of course, there are often other tensions in our relationships in church life. But the
chief of those people is Christ Himself, and time given to considering Him mends our
attitude to all the others. And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and into
the patience of Christ (2 Thess.3:5 RV).

Of course, we may wish to show that we aren't just 'Sunday Christians', talking of
God one day in seven, and pleasing ourselves for the rest. But we are just as capable
of keeping no day holy, and reducing our time with God to an ineffective minimum.
Nowadays, whatever was true of the past, it takes a conscious effort to step back
from the ceaseless activity of the commercial world and the drive of professionals to
make a career. We live in a world where those who have employment are worked to
breaking point; while others are thrust out of work by market forces, or have never
reached employment despite high qualifications. Few now have a job secured for life,
and many have a limited contract that requires that they cultivate acquaintance with
the right people in management or the opinion of the customer, with a wary eye on
the takeover leagues. Recently a national U.K. newspaper restated the view that a
Sunday free of commerce and industry would be better for the nation's health. Too
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late, our world is finding that Ex.20:11 is true after all! The LORD, the unchanging
Jehovah, rested on the seventh day, and blessed that day and made it holy.
Therefore here is a blessing we may enter into or neglect.

A required rule or a personal exercise?

Was this brought to an end when the New Covenant came into effect? Rather, the first
day of the week was honoured by the first churches as 'the Lord's Day' (Rev. 1:10), and
the principle of rest every seven days was upheld, though there is no binding
command. The law of Christ is designed for a willing heart.

If we still doubt the importance of the seven-day cycle, hear how God spoke through
Isaiah His appreciation of those who kept His Sabbaths:

"Blessed is the man who... holds it fast, who keeps the Sabbath without desecrating it,
and keeps his hand from doing any evil" - choosing what pleases God, and holding
fast to His covenant (Isa.56:2-4 NIV). Notice that it was not a sterile observance
of negative rules about a joyless day: it was the active choice of good and
avoidance of evil that was blessed. The Christian who wishes to devote the Lord's
day to His service must ensure that he is also ready for work on Monday, even if
that means preparation on Friday or Saturday; else he is doing injustice to his
employer. We may transform the bleak Sunday of negatives to vibrant life by
active service that helps the people of God, or reaching out to the unsaved, or
presenting the best we can in song and words in worship. Then the presence of
God will go with us through the week, in service that should be given as to the Lord
Christ, not only to please men.
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Focus

Ban on Hijab and Yarmulke

George Prasher, Manchester, England

How odd it seems that two items of headgear so trivial as a girl's headscarf or a boy's
skull-cap could arouse an international hurricane of protest. Yet this happened when
the French government began to process a bill through Parliament to make it
compulsory that throughout State schools students should not wear the Muslim hijab
(headscarf), or the Jewish yarmulke (skullcap), or display large crucifixes

These items are respectively associated with the Muslim, Jewish and Christian
religions. To wear them in school was regarded as contrary to the principles of
secularism on which the French Republic's education system is based. “Secularism
allows us to build on the attributes that unite us, and not on those that separate us, and
to advance universal concerns while allowing beliefs to remain private and
individual”. (Principal of the Lycee Turgot, Paris)

What followed the initiation of this proposal could hardly have been anticipated by
its proposers. As the apostle James wrote in another connection, See how great a
forest a little fire kindles! Tens of thousands of Muslims rallied to protest marches in
Paris and other French cities. Sheikh Ikimah Sabri, of Jerusalem's al-Aqsa Mosque,
denounced the ban as "a declaration of war against Islam". In Iran the former
President Ali Akbar Rafsanjani charged French President Chirac with "insulting the
feelings of 1.5 billion Muslims". This severe criticism of Chirac seemed the more
surprising because through opposition to war with Iraq he had come to be seen by
many as a defender of Islam.

Despite all the furore the bill was presented to the lower house of the French
Parliament, which voted in favour by 494 votes to 36. At the time of writing the bill
has been passed to the upper house, the Senate, for approval.

2004-43



There have of course been protests from human rights groups, but the idea seems
popular among the nation as a whole. This doubtless derives from general
dissatisfaction with the growing number of Muslims in France, and their tendency to
withdraw into their separate cultural groups.

The problem is also reflected in other European countries. The hijab is banned at
schools in seven German states. Senators in Belgium are advocating similar
measures, claiming that the headscarf has become a "symbol of fundamentalism".
Through association with Muslim extremists, it carries with it the stigma of bigotry
and divisiveness.

Secularism would place the Orthodox Jew in a similar category. The label would
also be applied to the Christian whose convictions called for distinctive witness and
conscientious objection to aspects of secularism which cut across scriptural principle.
From the standpoint of governments wishing to provide an education system that
gives equal opportunity to all young people, the need for a neutral position in regard to
religious faiths is understandable. Such systems have worked satisfactorily in many
countries without resort to restrictions about incidental evidence of a student's
personal religion such as the hijab or yarmulke.

Religious groups with adequate resources have in many countries organized their
own school systems within the educational standards required by the State. In this
way they have provided systematic instruction for children in general subjects, but
additionally ensured that their own religious beliefs are instilled in youthful minds.
Where a foundation of Bible knowledge is laid as a result, the spiritual effects may be
far-reaching and beneficial as the living Word of God is used by the Holy Spirit.
The trend towards increased secularism in Europe is not surprising in the light of
Scripture's predictions about world conditions at the time of the end. The prophet
Amos wrote:

"Behold the days are coming", says the Lord GOD,

"That I will send a famine on the land,

Not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water,

But of hearing the words of the LORD...

They shall run to and fro, seeking the word of the LORD,

But shall not find it". (Amos 8:11,12)

Rejection of divine revelation in Scripture will bring its own solemn retribution.
As we read in 2 Thess.2:10,11 -...they did not receive the love of the truth, that they
might be saved. And for this reason God will send them strong delusion that they
should believe the lie.
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God's Appointments Calendar

4. A Set Place

Brian Johnston, Leigh, England

We read of Israel's third annual feast, the celebration of Firstfruits, that: 7he LORD
spoke to Moses, saying... 'When you come into the land which I give to you, and
reap its harvest, then you shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest to the
priest. He shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, to be accepted on your behalf; on
the day after the Sabbath the priest shall wave it' (Lev.23:9-11)

This was done each year in early spring-time, as the barley was ripening. The first
of the grain was a promise of the harvest to come, and so with great thankfulness it
was presented to God in celebration of His goodness to them for another year.

The annual series of feasts also served as an outline of future events. The celebration
of the feast of Passover, with the death of the lamb for each family group, was, of
course, an advance picture of the death of Jesus who would die as the Lamb of God
(Jn 1:29; 1 Cor.5:7). Following that, on the third day after it, the Feast of Firstfruits
was designed to draw attention to the fact that the Lord Jesus was not only going to
die, but was going to be raised from the dead.

Imagine the barley standing in the fields almost ready for harvesting. As the breeze
sweeps across the field the heads of the grain might appear to be 'waving', swaying
about under the action of the wind. Then, someone comes along and cuts a sheaf of
the first-ripe grain to take it to the priest. The priest takes the barley sheaf of first-fruits
and ceremonially waves it before the Lord at their national place of worship.
Something which had been living (in the sense of having been growing in the
harvest-field), even though it had been
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cut down, was now raised on high and was in fact waving again - just as though it
was living again - giving a picture of resurrection.

Following God's timetable, 'leaked' in advance, Jesus Christ died on one Passover
day, on the 14th day of Abib. Then He rose from the dead on the 3rd day (the 16th of
the month), the very day the wave sheaf was due to be presented to God. In the year
of Jesus' death and resurrection, as the Jews were going about their annual ritual of
waving the barley sheaf, on that very morning the tomb of Jesus Christ was
already found to be opened, and His body gone. The true Wave Sheaf had been
raised on high. He was living again in heaven, never to die.

This makes sense of the language that the New Testament uses when it describes
the Lord Jesus as 'the Firstfruits": For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall
be made alive. But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those
who are Christ's at His coming. Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom
to God (1 Cor.15:22-24). Here, the Bible is viewing resurrection as being like a
harvest. The harvest hasn't taken place yet, but the first fruits have been gathered in. In
other words, Jesus has been raised. When He returns all dead believers in Himself
will be raised, and living ones will, with them, go to meet Him (1 Thess.4:16,17).
Sometime afterwards, there will be a resurrection of faithful Old Testament saints
(e.g. Dan.12:13). Then the closing chapters of the Book of the Revelation describe
the final resurrection when all unbelievers will stand before God's Judgement
Throne. The resurrection 'harvest' will then be complete.

One important point to notice (and it's true of all the feasts) is that the Wave Sheaf
had to be brought and presented before God at the place of His choice: the one,
national place of worship, God's house on earth. Nowhere else would do, they couldn't
keep this celebration where they chose. You might think that so long as their attitude
was right, they might be able to celebrate God's goodness wherever it was
convenient for them; but no, quite emphatically not. His command was: "Three times
a year all your males shall appear before the LORD your God in the place which He
chooses " (Deut.16:16).

We can hardly fail to notice the principle that it's God who appoints for us the place
where we, like the first New Testament disciples, are to come together with others to
worship God according to His Word. It's no longer a physical place, for that would be
impossible given the worldwide nature of Christianity. In the Old Testament, when
physical centres were chosen by God, He had always supplied the pattern for them. In
the New Testament, we again see how Christian disciples served God according to the
pattern of apostolic teaching -God's own pattern. Wherever they were geographically,
they were 'together' in this spiritual association that had been established by God.
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The Sending Forth (1) Of
the Son of God

David Hyland, Middlesbrough, England

For many centuries God used prophets to convey messages to mankind. The divine
initiative in revelation reached its climax in the Person and work of Christ. The
introduction to the Gospel of John reveals the Word of God as a distinct Person
within the Godhead, In the beginning was the Word (Jn 1:1). The Word does not
have a beginning; on the contrary, in the beginning the Word was already in
existence. The Word, the Logos, is a Person who has the divine nature and attributes,
being self-existent, uncreated and eternal. The Word was God. The Deity that
belongs to the other Persons of the Godhead, the Father and the Holy Spirit, also
belongs to the Word. The Word is the only begotten of the Father (v.14). This
relationship of Fatherhood and Sonship is eternal. To reveal and glorify the Father and
to make the salvation of men and women possible the Word became flesh. To
fulfil this purpose it was necessary for Him not only to come in the flesh (2 Jn 7), but
also to go to the Cross and die. John states succinctly the purpose of the Lord's first
advent, the Father has sent the Son as Savior of the world (1 Jn 4:14).

That Paul was guided by the Spirit of God to write to the Galatians God sent forth
His Son, born of a woman, born under the law (Gal.4:4) is significant. No
biographer would think of saying of any ordinary man that He was born of a woman,
as he would be merely stating the obvious. In making this statement, the apostle
testifies to the reality of the Lord's unique Manhood. God sending His Son when the
fullness of the time had come indicates divine sovereignty; it was
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a divinely chosen moment in history.

The serpent crushed

The stream of Messianic prophecy had its source in the judgement God passed
upon the serpent immediately after the fall of man. The coming Deliverer, who
would crush the serpent's head, is described as the seed of the woman (Gen.3:15).
Centuries later, Isaiah prophesied, "Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son,
and shall call His name Immanuel" (Isa.7:14). That this is a prophecy of the Virgin
Birth of Christ is questioned by some who allege that the Hebrew word almah which
is here translated virgin in many versions of Scripture, simply meant a young woman
of marriageable age when used in this verse. It is, however, very significant that
Matthew, quoting Isaiah's prophecy when writing his Gospel, was guided by the
Holy Spirit to use the Greek word parthenos, meaning virgin. Nor is the doctrine of the
Lord's miraculous conception wholly dependent on Matthew's rendering of Isaiah's
prophecy. When informing Mary of Nazareth that she was the chosen vessel for the
Incarnation, Gabriel said, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Highest will overshadow you, therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be
called the Son of God" (Lk.1:35). The message to Joseph was "that which is
conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit" (Matt.1:20).

Conceived of the Spirit

The genealogies in Matthew and Luke both make clear that Joseph was not the father
of Mary's firstborn Son. The Holy Spirit was the Agent of the Incarnation. Paul
chose his words precisely when he wrote of God sending His own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh (Rom.8:3). Not in sinful flesh because the flesh of Christ was
sinless; not in the likeness of flesh because the flesh of Christ was real; but in the
likeness of sinful flesh because the flesh of Christ was both sinless and real. The
writer to the Hebrews also emphasizes the reality of the Lord's Manhood.
Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also
partook of the same (Heb.2:14 NASB). When the Lord partook, apart from sin, of the
nature of those He came to redeem, it was by an act of His own will. He partook of
flesh and blood from His mother by birth. To effect the purpose of the Incarnation He
must also die that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death,
that is, the devil (Heb.2:14). The Lord's Virgin Birth was followed by His sinless life
which led to His atoning death at Calvary.
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Moses the Man of God

5. Self-denying Love for
the People of God

John Archibald, Wembley, England

The word 'love' does not explicitly appear in the account of the character of Moses.
When we review what Scripture does say about him, we find he is described as very
meek, above all the men which were upon the face of the earth (RV). This comment
is made in the passage in Num.12 where the LORD was angry at Aaron and Miriam
for speaking against their brother Moses. In rebuking them He said, "My servant
Moses... is faithful in all My house. I speak with him face to face. Even plainly, and
not in dark sayings, and he sees the form of the LORD. Why then were you not afraid
to speak against My servant Moses?" (Num.12:7,8). From this wonderful divine
assessment we learn not only of the unique relationship Moses had with God, but
also of the outstanding faithfulness of his service. Perhaps the attribute of Moses
which for most of us comes most readily to mind is his faith, as portrayed so
memorably in Heb.11. By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be
called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing rather to suffer affliction with the
people of God... esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of
Egypt (vv.24-26). Now these qualities that characterized Moses, humility,
faithfulness and faith are seen in Scripture as virtues which necessarily accompany
love and are an expression of it.
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How do meekness, faithfulness and faith relate to love?
Meekness is the badge of humility, and the ultimate example of humility is our blessed
Lord Himself. When Paul, in Phil.2, deals with the all-important divine
requirement of unity among the people of God, he explains that the key to having the
same love, being of one accord, of one mind is in lowliness of mind let each esteem
others better than himself (v.2,3). The model he presents to the Philippian saints is
Christ Jesus who emptied and humbled Himself and became obedient even to the
death of the cross. There can be no greater example of self-denying love than the love
of Christ for the lost, and that love found full expression in His lowliness and
humility.

Faithfulness, along with meekness, is found together with love among the fruit of the
Spirit in Gal.5 (RV). The faithfulness of the Lord is directly linked with His love.
John, writing from Patmos to the seven churches in Asia, conveying grace and
peace to them from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, is thereby moved to ascribe
glory and dominion, To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own
blood (Rev. 1:5). Here again, His faithfulness is unending because His love abides
for ever. To the church in Smyrna He says, "Be faithful until death, and I will give you
the crown of life” (Rev. 2:10). Of this crown James says in his letter, the crown of life
which the Lord has promised to those who love Him (Jas.1:12).

The link between faith and love of God's people is made clear in Col.1 where Paul
says, We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying
always for you, since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all
the saints (Col.1:3,4). In his first epistle Peter also makes the connection between
faith in God and love of the brethren, your faith and hope are in God. Since you
have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of
the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart (1 Pet.1:21,22). The
teaching of all Scripture makes clear that those who know God and love the Lord
will set their hearts to love His people. The Old Covenant command to "love the LORD
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all
your mind and your neighbor as yourself (Lk.10:27) is reinforced for New Covenant
disciples by the Lord's ministry to His apostles in the upper room on the night
before His death, when He said, "If you love Me, keep My commandments" and "This
is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you" (Jn
14:15;15:12).

Moses and the people

We are sure that Moses first learned about God and His promises to Abraham,
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Isaac and Jacob from his mother in his infancy. In the wonderful purposes of God,
and through the faith of his godly parents, the baby Moses was plucked from death in
the Nile and given a privileged place in the Egyptian royal household, without losing
the benefit of his mother's teaching from his earliest days. That faithful early training
left its permanent imprint and explains his continuing interest in the oppressed
Israelites, so that we read when he was forty years old, it came into his heart to visit
his brethren, the children of Israel (Acts 7:23). We note that Stephen here speaks of
Moses' interest as coming from the heart. Events arising from this interest resulted in
the commencement of the next major stage of the preparation of Moses for his
divinely appointed role. The next forty years of his life were spent as a shepherd in
the wilderness where later he would lead the people of God.

At the end of that period, we come to the occasion of his call to the service of God in
Ex.3. Moses stands unshod before the flaming bush at Horeb and hears God speak of
His purpose for the Hebrew slaves. This is the first time in the Scriptures that God
refers to Israel as His people. Moses is awe-struck as the amazing plan is revealed to
him: that the great and eternal God desires to have a people for Himself from among
all the nations of earth, with whom He will have a special relationship and to whom
He will show special favour. The chosen people are the Hebrew slaves, and they are to
be set free from the might of Egypt by the power of God. Whatever warmth was still
then in Moses' heart towards the Israelites, surely this was the definitive experience
which placed them in a light of sublime distinction. We understand it was from that
point Moses was committed from the heart to the welfare of the people of God.

The two great tests of Moses' love for the people

Both of these tests were occasions when the people of God were involved in
spectacular disobedience and faithlessness, hi both cases God threatened to abandon
them and transfer His favour to the descendants of Moses himself, and in both cases
Moses, knowing that they were also rejecting him as then-leader, earnestly pleaded
with God for their pardon.

The golden calf at Sinai

The first test is found in Ex.32:7-14,31-35, when the people, after their mighty
deliverance from Egypt and their miraculous crossing of the Red Sea, and only days
after pledging their lifelong obedience to God, disastrously descended into the
worship of the golden calf. They were dismissive of Moses, who was with God on
Mount Sinai, saying, "as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land
of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him " (v.1). In speaking to Moses about
this, the Lord in His anger did not refer
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to Israel as His people but said, "Go, get down! For your people... have corrupted
themselves. They have turned aside quickly out of the way which 1 commanded
them...I have seen this people, and indeed it is a stiff-necked people!" When the Lord
spoke about consuming Israel and making of Moses a great nation, Moses began to
implore Him to spare them. In doing so he summarized the fulfilment to date of the
divine purpose revealed to him so wondrously at the burning bush, longing that
God would recover the favourable view of Israel He had expressed at that time.
After Moses had descended the mountain and seen at first hand the awful defection,
he spoke to God again, acknowledging the gravity of the sin, and making it clear that
if Israel could not be forgiven, he had no wish himself to play any further part in any
subsequent plan, such as the making of a great nation from his own descendants: "/
pray, blot me out of Your book which You have written" (Ex.32:32).

Failure to take the inheritance

The second great test we find in Num.14:11-20. At this point God had patiently led,
fed and protected Israel through the wilderness to the borders of the promised land.
When the twelve spies returned and gave their report, the people refused to enter the
land of their inheritance. In their unbelief and sin they wanted to stone Joshua and
Caleb, the two spies who urged them to dismiss their fears and take the land. Here
again they turned against Moses their leader. Little wonder that the LORD said to
Moses: "How long will these people reject Me? And how long will they not believe
Me, with all the signs which I have performed among them? I will strike them with
the pestilence and disinherit them, and I will make of you a nation greater and
mightier than they” (Num.14:11,12).

Once more Moses protested and pleaded with God to grant forgiveness to Israel yet
again, showing no interest in personal benefit or glory, caring only for the glory of
God and the welfare of His people. This intercession, as also the earlier occasion at
Sinai, is a wonderful example of how the effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man
avails much (Jas.5:16). Surely in these two great tests, the self-denying love of Moses
for God's people is abundantly demonstrated.
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The Law of the Lord (5)

Martin Archibald, Paisley, Scotland
Reasons for remembering the Sabbath rest
At the first giving of the "Ten Words' the fourth command was founded on the rest
that God enjoyed as He looked upon the earth and its life-supporting systems He
had made. We can find more recreation, renewal of our souls, if we set ourselves to
appreciate God's work in nature that shines through and above the damage that sin
has caused. Again, there is a blessing in thinking about God's spiritual work in
recreating souls in Christ. To make ourselves of use to those whom the Lord has set
upon the path of life, showing them more of Christ, is to contribute in some degree to
the rest God finds in His new creation. RA.Torrey wrote,
'If you wish to be a happy Christian, if you wish to be a strong Christian who
is mighty in prayer, begin at once to work for your Master and never let a day
pass without doing some definite work for Him.'
A different link was made when Moses rehearsed the Law again for the generation
that were about to enter the land of promise. Now the Sabbath was linked with
remembering that their fathers had been slaves in Egypt, and that God had rescued
them "...with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm" (Deut.5:15 NIV). Those days
of glorious release were nearly forty years back in the past, so a reminder was
important. It is perhaps as necessary for us again to remember our release. We may
need to present ourselves freshly to God as instruments of righteousness (Rom.6:13),
placing ourselves in the hand of Him who can use us best.
When our Lord spoke out His great law in Galilee,
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each part began "Blessed...” Not the word used in the cup of blessing which we
bless... (1 Cor.10:16) meaning, 'speak well of. Instead, the Lord said,
"Happy...the poor in spirit... the meek... those who mourn..." Happy? Yes, happy,
when we do as He says, and enter into His law, which upheld the first one God
gave.

"Honour your father and your mother."

Now we reach the command that was coupled with a promise. Paul reminded the
Ephesians that honouring parents would help them to do well and live long (Eph.6:1-3).
The modern versions render the words that follow as "on the earth”. But some
people today may have little wish to prolong life on this ageing, trouble-filled planet.
The RV margin reads land, pointing back to both Exodus and Deuteronomy, which
speak of life "in the land the LORD your God is giving you." It thus becomes clear
that God would have us think about life in His kingdom, which is so much more
inviting. Time and energy given to the service of God refreshes the soul now, and
brings untold reward in the world to come. This is the rest’ of Heb.4 that the
disciple is called to enter upon, taking possession of it by spiritual exercise. It is
called warfare, like the battles Israel fought - or avoided - when they entered the
land. Think of Caleb, who at 85 years was so alive to God that he asked Joshua, "Give
me this mountain.”" There were more hazards there than fighting in the valleys, and
the land would be harder to cultivate. But once won, there would be safety and
permanence on the commanding heights; and a place of unbounded vision. There
Caleb also won wells of water to enrich the inheritance that he passed on to bis
family (Jdgs.1:15).

Honouring parents opens up a large part of this inheritance. In Deuteronomy Moses
called the Law a covenant, and the promises of God are sure. There is spiritual
wholesomeness in repaying the debt we owe to our parents; and there is obvious
wisdom in paying attention to their advice and experience. Who can measure the
value of a good example? The habits of diligence, self-discipline and clean living
that are typical of godly older people can be applied with great profit in all
generations, though circumstances may change with time.
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Focus

Extended Terrorism

George Prasher, Manchester, England

March 11 2004 brought devastation to Madrid! Within a quarter of an hour bombs
were detonated at ten different railway locations near the city centre. They were timed
to explode at the height of the morning rush hour when commuter trains would be
crowded. Some 200 people were killed and 1500 injured.

The crisis was faced with resourcefulness, bravery and resolve to show that there
would be no yielding to violent intimidation. The next day immense crowds gathered
around the main Plaza de Colon, chanting, "No to terrorism". At 7 p.m. church bells
pealed in unison throughout the city. A procession of sympathy for those bereaved
and injured included such European leaders as the premiers of France and Italy. For
the first time in Spanish history members of the royal family mingled with the
public on the streets to support the condolence and protest. Throughout Spain similar
demonstrations expressed solidarity with Madrid's citizens. World leaders such as
the Russian and American presidents were quick to convey their sympathy for the
victims and to offer practical help.

The outrage had been contrived by packing explosives and timing devices into
knapsacks such as are often used by railway passengers. The knapsacks could readily
be carried among crowds without raising suspicion, and then placed at spots where
the explosions would cause maximum damage and loss of life. How sinister that such
destructive power can be let loose by a few individuals bent on wreaking havoc!

As evidence emerged that the bombings were the work of an extremist-Muslim
group, with links to al-Quaeda, other European countries soon realized the serious
implications. Taped messages were received from
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terrorist sources, claiming responsibility for the attack, and declaring it was in revenge
for Spanish support of the invasion of Iraq. The same group had formerly said they
were responsible for the bombing of a British bank and consulate in Istanbul the
previous November. Now they had succeeded in striking at the very heart of a major
European Union country. Inevitably, European Governments were now asking who
would be targeted next.
Many modern countries are threatened by some terrorist group motivated by
grievances which they feel are being ignored by the great majority. Whatever the
particular cause these groups represent, they tend to copy one another's methods.
Moscow, Paris and Tokyo are among the cities which have experienced attacks on
their trains and subways. The common denominator is a readiness to use violence
indiscriminately in order to publicize their grievances and compel attention to their
demands. There are of course other varied sources of the violence which pervades
today's world, but dramatic extremes of terrorism are increasingly evident.
We recall the Lord's prediction that "as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming
of the Son of Man be. For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark...
so also will the coming of the Son of Man be" (Matt.24:37-39). About the days
before the flood we read: The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was
filled with violence; and again, God said to Noah, "The end of all flesh has come
before Me, for the earth is filled with violence through them, and behold, I will
destroy them with the earth"” (Gen.6:11-13). How strikingly the present extension of
terrorism relates to the Master's warning of a world filled with violence before His
coming to earth as Son of Man!
On another occasion the Lord rebuked the scribes and Pharisees for their failure to
discern 'the signs of the times' (Matt.16:1-3). Are we not also responsible to
recognize present indications of the fulfilment of divine purpose as revealed through
God's Word? Let us also trust in Him at all times. All are vulnerable before the threat
of modern terrorism. Nor is the believer promised immunity from its fearful violence.
Nevertheless we may share David's confidence in God's overruling and control when
he wrote:

Be merciful to me, O God, for man would swallow me up;...

Whenever I am afraid, I will trust in You. ...

In God I have put my trust; I will not fear. (Ps.56:1,3,4)
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God's Appointments Calendar

5. Priestly Work

Brian Johnston, Leigh, England

We've now arrived at Israel's fourth annual celebration. After the feasts of
Passover, Unleavened Bread and Firstfruits came the Feast of Weeks. The Feast of
Weeks was also a celebration of firstfruits, but this time of the wheat harvest. Seven
weeks came between these two celebrations of firstfruits. 'Count fifty days to the day
after the seventh Sabbath; then you shall offer a new grain offering to the LORD.
You shall bring from your dwellings two wave loaves... baked with leaven...
firstfruits to the LORD' (Lev.23:16,17).

On this occasion, in the late spring, the Israelites were to bring their firstfruits; not as
a sheaf of grain this time, but the grain was first to be baked as loaves of bread. And
the unusual thing was these bread loaves, baked with fine flour, were to be leavened.
God had already given permission for grain offerings of firstfruits to be leavened
(Lev.2:11,12), but no part of them was ever to be burnt on God's altar to ascend as a
soothing aroma to Him. This is understandable as we see the Bible elsewhere using
leaven or yeast as a picture of the harmful spreading effect of sin. That raises the
question of why it was used here at all.

First, though, it's worth reminding ourselves of the fact that the sequence and
timing of these annual celebrations pointed forward as indicators of future events in
God's forward planning. The Passover and barley firstfruits link in respectively with
the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus. At 50 days after that, this fourth
celebration takes us to Pentecost in the year Jesus died when the Holy Spirit
descended (Acts 2). An immediate result of the coming of the Holy Spirit at that
time was the establishment of the Church of
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God at Jerusalem. When the Day of Pentecost had fully come... suddenly there came a
sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind... and they were all filled with the
Holy Spirit and... Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice and said to
them, "Men of Judea... heed my words..." then those who gladly received his word
were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them. And
they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and (the) fellowship, in the
breaking of bread, and in prayers. (Acts 2:1-4,14,41-42)

In a spiritual sense, this was the firstfruits of a harvest of all those who would believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ throughout the Church Age that was even then beginning,
and in which we still find ourselves today. The two loaves of firstfruits, the two
wheaten breads, it might be suggested, pictured the reality that Jew and Gentile were
now to be together, side by side, throughout this Age without any distinction. But the
distinctive feature of the bread was that it was leavened. That would tend to support
the view that the loaves aren't giving us a direct picture of Christ, but an indirect
picture of Him as seen in the. lives of very fallible Christian disciples. Many New
Testament verses show us just how fallible they were, too, as we all are; but,
equally, there are also many lovely Christ-like examples.

The description of the celebrations, including this one, which we get in the book of
Numbers emphasizes the work of the priests during these feasts. 'Also on the day of
the firstfruits, when you bring a new grain offering to the LORD at your Feast of
Weeks, you shall... present a burnt offering... two young bulls, one ram, and seven
lambs in their first year, with their grain offering of fine flour mixed with oil... also
one kid of the goats, to make atonement for you' (Num.28:26-30). We get the
impression of many different offerings! These celebrations which were for collective
service, definitely involved a lot of priestly activity. Just as the celebrations long ago
involved priestly activity, so does our Christian service today.

The apostle John wrote:... Jesus Christ... made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God
and Father (Rev.1:5-6 NAS). As God's New Testament people came together before
God in worship following his chosen pattern, in practices corresponding to Israel's
celebrations long ago their spiritual practices, too, demanded the work of a kingdom
of priests. Their offerings were no longer firstfruits of grain, of course, but the fiuit
of our lips (Heb.13:15). The words of our mouth are spiritual sacrifices of praise, and
all making confession, and giving thanks, to the Lord's name. Let's catch the apostle
John's vision which sees believers as those called to be spiritual priests. It will help
us to enter perhaps more fully into the spiritual counterpart of these Old Testament
festivals which God has planned for us today.
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The Sending Forth (2) Of
the Holy Spirit

David Hyland, Middlesbrough, England

The public ministry of Jesus of Nazareth was preceded by that of His herald, John the
Baptist. John spoke of an outpouring of the Spirit of God which would be without
parallel in human experience, "I indeed baptize you with water, but One mightier
than 1 is coming whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose. He will baptize you
with (‘in” RVM) the Holy Spirit and with fire" (Lk.3:16). John was referring to the
universal scope of Messiah's mission. Those who accept the gospel would enjoy
baptism in the Spirit. Those who reject would experience the fire of divine
judgement.

On the eve of His betrayal, the Lord's concern was for the disciples He was about to
leave. Assuring them of His personal return He promised, "I will pray the Father,
and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever - the Spirit
of truth” (Jn 14:16,17).”I will send Him to you" (Jn 16:7). The Spirit of the living
God would supply the dynamic for witness and service, and guide those who were to
take part in the completion of the canon of Scripture. The ultimate scope of the Spirit's
mission would be worldwide, "And when He has come, He will convict the world of
sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment" (Jn 16:8).

The effusion of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost is connected with the Lord's
declaration at Caesarea Philippi, "...on this rock I will build My church”
(Matt.16:18). This church is the redeemed company described by Paul as the
church which is His body
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(Eph.1:22,23). The sending forth of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost was essential to the
commencement of the building of that church as confirmed by the statement in one
Spirit were we all baptized into one body (1 Cor.12:13 RV).

For forty days after His resurrection the Lord appeared intermittently to His apostles
speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God (Acts 1:3). Before His
ascension, He commanded them to "tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued
with power from on high" (Lk.24:49). After the Lord's ascension the apostles
returned to the upper room. As recorded in Acts chapter 2, on the day of Pentecost,
there were together about 120 waiting upon God in prayer. The outpouring of the
Spirit was accompanied by visible and audible signs. The sound from heaven, as of a
rushing mighty wind symbolized the Spirit's mighty unseen power which had been
referred to by the Lord: "The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of
it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of
the Spirit" (Jn 3:8).

Peter grasped the opportunity to present the gospel, now speaking in the commonly
understood Aramaic language, telling his mystified hearers that what was taking
place was a fulfilment of the prophecy of Joel (Acts 2:16-21). Directing the
attention of his hearers to Jesus of Nazareth, Peter stated that the miracles He
performed were evidence of divine approval. Although they had crucified their
Messiah, all that took place was within the determined purpose and
foreknowledge of God. Peter could testify personally to the bodily resurrection of
the Lord. Finally, the listeners were exhorted to repentance and faith. This powerful
address caused many to call out, "What shall we do?" Peter replied, "Repent, and...
be baptized... and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:38). The
result was the salvation and baptism of about 3,000 new converts. These disciples
were then added to the 120 gathered together; a divine unity identified in Scripture
as the Church of God located in Jerusalem (cf. Acts 8:1 with Gal.1:13).

It should be carefully noted that the requirement of baptism by immersion in water
before the reception of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38) is not representative of normal
experience in this dispensation. A study of apostolic teaching in the epistles will
indicate that the Spirit is now received immediately on believing. As noted earlier
in this article, baptism in the Holy Spirit is essential for membership of the Church
the Body of Christ, for in one Spirit were we all baptized into one body (1
Cor.12:13 RV).

Most of Peter's audience were Jewish, but Peter made clear that the promise of the
indwelling Spirit was not only to his audience and their offspring, but also to all who
are afar off. Ultimately, men and women of all nations could share this blessing
through faith in Christ.
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Moses the Man of God

6. Coping with Jealousy

Alan Toms, Hamilton, Canada

There are two sides to jealousy. It is an emotion that can be either good or bad.
Interestingly, the Spirit of God uses the same word for both aspects in the Hebrew
and the Greek

When used in the good sense it is very good, "for the LORD, whose name is Jealous,
is a jealous God." (Ex.34:14). The disciples of the Lord Jesus remembered that it
was written of Him "Zeal for Your house has eaten Me up" (Jn 2:17), and that is the
same word as the apostle uses when writing to the Corinthians, I am jealous for you
with a godly jealousy (2 Cor.11:2). Obviously this is something to be emulated.

In the bad sense it has been described as a hostile and disruptive passion, about which
Solomon asks, who is able to stand before jealousy? (Prov.27:4). It produces strife and
contention. James says, where jealousy and faction are, there is confusion and every
vile deed (Jas.3:16 RV).

The rebellion of Korah

It was this sort of jealousy with which Moses had to cope when God called him to
leadership among His people, and it must have been hard to bear. It was jealousy that
provoked the rebellion of Korah, Dathan and Abiram, although the word is not actually
used in Num.16 where the solemn incident is recorded. Two hundred and fifty leaders
of the congregation of Israel supported these three men and together they rose up
against Moses and Aaron. Their accusation was "You fake too much upon
yourselves, for all the
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congregation is holy, every one of them... Why then do you exalt yourselves above
the congregation of the LORD?" (v.3).

Korah was a Levite and Moses reminded him that he was one of the favoured tribe
whom God had separated to do the work of the tabernacle. Moreover, he belonged to
the branch of the family that had the unique privilege of carrying the sanctuary
furniture upon their shoulders. But he hankered after the priesthood also and this
dissatisfaction led to jealousy which Solomon described as cruel as the grave (Songs
8:6). It was demonstrated in Dathan and Abiram's fearful defiance of Moses when he
sent to call them. “We will not come up!” they said. “Is it a small thing... that you
should keep acting like a prince over us?” (v.12,13).

How did Moses cope? The scripture says when Moses heard it, he fell on his face
(v.4). That was a safe place to be. It is hard to make a mistake in that posture. It was
Moses' constant resort in times of trouble and crisis. Scripture often records that he
fell on his face. Doubtless in that prostrate position he would commune with his God.
We are reminded of the One who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when
He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges
righteously (1 Pet.2:23).

When Moses did rise to speak to them it was to refer the matter to the Lord, and to
assure them that "Tomorrow morning the LORD will show who is His and...whom He
chooses He will cause to come near to Him " (v.5). Before the earth opened its mouth
and swallowed up those guilty men, Moses made it clear that what he had done had
not been of his own will, but that the Lord had sent him.

The jealousy of Miriam and Aaron

Once again the word 'jealousy’ is not mentioned in Num.12 where this sad incident is
recorded, but plainly it was the underlying cause of the dispute,
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family jealousy, and it must have been very hard on Moses. Evidently Miriam was the
instigator, for she bore the punishment. Miriam his big sister, whom he so dearly loved,
who had watched over him when as a babe he lay in his bulrush ark by the river
bank, had gained Aaron's ear and together they spoke against their brother. The
occasion of their complaint had to do with the woman whom he had married. For
readers who may be interested to know why Zipporah is described as an Ethiopian or
Cushite woman we quote from Bible Studies 1958:
'Zipporah, a native of Midian, is called a Cushite, not because she was
descended from Cush, but because the Midianites occupied a portion of the
country called Cush, in Arabia Petraea... This Cush was called Ethiopia.
Hence Zipporah is called an Ethiopian (From the Christian Annotator,
1885).!
If it seems strange that their disapproval of Moses' wife should have been raised
after so many years of marriage, it may serve to underline the fact that their
complaint was a cover for a deeper grievance that had grown into jealousy of his
position and his nearness to the Lord. “Has the LORD indeed spoken only through
Moses? Has He not spoken through us also?” they asked. And Scripture records the
ominous words And the LORD heard it. Of course He did. Does He not hear all we
say? And does not that fact emphasize the importance of James' plain instruction Do
not speak evil of one another, brethren (4:11)? That is clear and unambiguous. Don't
do it!
How did Moses cope? In an exemplary way, which we do well to note carefully
against the time when we might find ourselves in similar circumstance. And the
secret of his ability to do so lies in the third verse of the chapter: the man Moses was
very humble, more than all men who were on the face of the earth. Meek is the word
used in the AV and RV and humility and meekness are closely linked, although not
entirely the same. Humility produces meekness. The one follows the other in
Col.3:12 as two of the qualities we are to put on as God's elect.
What is meekness? It is more easily explained by describing what it is not, and Mr.
Vine comments helpfully that 'described negatively, meekness is the opposite to
self-assertiveness and self-interest; it is equanimity of spirit that is neither elated nor
cast down, simply because it is not occupied with self at all'. Criticism did not trouble
Moses because he was not concerned about himself. What did trouble him was the
judgement of leprosy which fell upon his sister, for he still loved her dearly despite
her criticism. He cried out to the LORD, saying, "Please heal her, O God, I pray!"”
(Num.12:13). Big-hearted Moses, it came easily to him to "pray for those who
spitefully use you" (Lk.6:28).
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We pause to remind ourselves that jealousies are included among the works of the
flesh listed in Gal.5 and conversely meekness is part of the nine-fold cluster of fruit
that the Holy Spirit so deeply desires to produce in our lives. Learn of Me, the Lord
Jesus said, for I am meek and lowly in heart (Matt.11:29, RV) and the Holy Spirit
indwells our hearts to make that wonderfully possible.

Eldad and Medad

When Moses found the burden of caring for God's people too heavy to carry
alone, God appointed seventy men of the elders of Israel to bear it with him. And
He took the Spirit that was upon Moses and put it on them and they prophesied.
However, only sixty-eight of them gathered with Moses around the Tent when the
LORD came down in the cloud. For some reason Eldad and Medad had remained in
the camp, and they also prophesied. A young man was disturbed about it and ran to
tell Moses. Joshua took up the concern and cried, 'Moses my lord, forbid them'. It
drew from Moses a magnanimous response, "Are you zealous (R.V. jealous) for my
sake?" Oh, that all the LORD'S people were prophets and that the LORD would put
His Spirit upon them " (Num.11:29).

How was Moses able to say that? It was because he was a jealous man, in the lovely
sense of the word, jealous for the Lord. Nothing gave him greater pleasure than to see
the Lord's Name honoured. The meekest man in all the earth had no thought for
himself, but for the glory of God. No wonder God spoke so sternly to Miriam and
Aaron, "Why then were you not afraid to speak against My servant Moses?"
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The Law of the Lord (6)

Martin Archibald, Paisley, Scotland

More respect in a climate of disrespect

The fifth commandment, "Honour your father and your mother..." links with
another blessing in the moral laws; Lev.19:32 says, "You shall rise before the gray
headed and honour the presence of an old man, and fear your God." Thus, showing
respect for the elderly is directly honouring God. Into many verses of that chapter
steps the LORD Himself, promising that where we discipline ourselves to do as He
has said, we will find His presence and His seal: "/ am the LORD". 1t is a chapter
richly filled with God's love for the weak and disadvantaged.

Then may follow more respect for others of any age. I'm sure you have seen that
when someone of distinction enters a room full of people, conversation will pause
while others watch to see what he will say or do. There may be words of welcome,
and the offer of a seat. If this happens for good reasons, it may be because the
newcomer is a skilled and hard worker, or has helped others, or knows life so well
that his comments are valued, or because his friendly character puts others at ease.
But we often miss the benefit of giving anyone a welcome, which usually helps to
disarm hostility, or calm fear and self-doubt, so that the best side of the person gets a
chance to be seen.

Murder and adultery begins with dislike and lust

Perhaps the best comment on the next two commands, against murder and adultery,
is the Lord's own warning about them. “Whoever is angry with his brother without
a cause shall be in danger of the judgement” (Matt.5:22). If we accept the AV and
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NKIV insertion of "without a cause ", it is clear from Matt.18 that the Lord allows that
there might be good cause for offence, but He describes the path towards
reconciliation. If the aggrieved person is still not satisfied, the Lord does not leave
room for harbouring a grudge.
In any case, the law of Christ goes further, declaring that the right attitude from the
beginning is to love, despite good cause for grievance. How, we may ask, can we
honestly rise to that saintly response? Again the Lord has it all mapped out: "...do
good to those who hate you" (Matt.5:44). If we set out to do what will show love to an
enemy, the feelings will begin to come into line. Wonderfully, we will even become
like God, who loves the sinner and gives him good things, even when dealing with
him in judgement. What a healing, purifying goal to have! Instead of nursing
corrosive dislike and hatred, to aim to be "sons of your Father in heaven"
(Matt.5:45)!
The same approach is the Lord's way of dealing with temptation to get involved
with another's wife or husband. Deal with the first thoughts, and take active steps to
defend the best interests of all concerned. This way a major battle may be won.
"You shall not bear false withess against your neighbour"
As with murder and adultery, this law cites the extreme case. Bearing false witness in
Hebrew as in English is the language of the courts. But such things begin in my
private thoughts, and there the first battle must be fought. There lies the desire to be
noticed because I have secret knowledge; or to appear zealous for righteousness; or
to bring discredit on another whose views I dislike. But if we could set ourselves to
think of what is best in our neighbours, we would find a greater and increasing
pleasure. Who was it who wrote,

"The heart is deceitful above all things,

And desperately wicked:

Who can know it?"
It is sobering to remember that it was Jeremiah (Jer.17:9), the man of God who was
so faithful to the truth of the Lord's unpopular messages. That very respect for
truthfulness made him keenly aware of his own ability to deceive himself: to claim
holiness beyond the fact; to allow wrong desires to corrupt his own perception. His
message is close to the Lord's own ministry. 'His fiercest wrath was for the hypocrite,
the living lie whose every action is a false witness to his own virtue.' (Smoke on the
Mountain, Joy Davidman, 1963, p.99) The Lord gave us the key to keeping all the
Law: "You shall love your neighbour as yourself." He also gave us a great Helper,
"the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor
knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you " (Jn 14:17).
May we listen to His voice, in this world weary of 'spin' and deceit.
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Temple Mount Faithfuls

George Prasher, Manchester, England

Their full title is "The Temple Mount and Land of Israel Faithful Movement'
Headquartered in Jerusalem, their central aim is the building of a Jewish Temple on
the ancient site where Solomon's Temple once stood. That same location has for
centuries been dominated by Islam's Dome of the Rock and al-Agsa Mosque, and is
regarded by Muslims as their third most sacred site, preceded only by Mecca and
Medina.

However, the Temple Mount Faithfuls strive by demonstrations and other means
to keep the issue prominently alive in Israel. Political pressure is brought to bear on
the Israeli government. Encouragement and support are given to various practical
preparations towards the re-establishment of Temple worship. These include corner
stones already prepared in Jerusalem for the "Third Temple'; architectural plans for its
design; intensive learning of Temple worship by priests and Levites; and the
creation of relevant garments and vessels. The Movement also seeks to influence
opinion throughout the Jewish diaspora, and to solicit financial support.

They use Old Testament Scripture as God's word literally predicting end-time events.
For example, they quote Zech.14:3-7 in relation to the convulsion which will split in
two the Mount of Olives at the advent of Messiah. They claim that present seismic
disturbances in the area are the prelude to that climax. These disturbances have caused
large bulges in the southern and eastern walls of the Temple Mount, and damage to the
roof of the Dome of the Rock caused by an earthquake which hit Jerusalem on 11th
February 2004. There is expectation, according to a tradition cherished by the Faithful
Movement, that an earthquake will be used by God to destroy the existing Islamic
structures, and so clear the way for erecting the
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end-time '"Third Temple'.

Whether that is in fact God's intention remains to be seen, but there would seem to
be sound scriptural confirmation that during the final seven years before the Lord
Jesus returns to earth in power and glory, there will indeed be a "Temple of God', with
sacrifices and offerings according to the ancient Levitical lav. It would seem
improbable that this could be elsewhere located than on the traditional Temple
Mount; and Rev.11:1-2 identifies the end-time Temple of God as located in 'the holy
city', Jerusalem.

Scriptural indications include references in the Lord's discourse to the apostles about
end-time developments:

"Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation', spoken of by Daniel the
prophet, standing in the holy place" (Matt.24:15)

"So when you see the 'abomination of desolation', spoken of by Daniel the prophet,
standing where it ought not" (Mk.13:14).

What then did the prophet Daniel reveal about this event? Referring to the 'prince
who is to come' (the man of sin, the Antichrist) the prophet writes: "Then he shall
confirm a covenant with many for one week, but in the middle of the week he shall
bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall be one
who makes desolate, even until the consummation, which is determined, is poured
out on the desolate” (mg. desolator)...(Dan.9:27) and again...”then they shall take
away the daily sacrifices, and place there the abomination of desolation”
(Dan.11:31).

We would understand that these remarkable oracles of God refer to the seventieth
week (of years) decreed upon the people of Israel and their holy city (Dan.9:24). The
coming Antichrist will make a seven-year agreement with 'many’ in Israel at the
beginning of that week, but renege on his agreement after three-and-a-half years.
The prophecy states that he will cause sacrifice and offering to cease, and commit
some act of profane sacrilege implied by the term ‘abomination of desolation'.
Confirmation of this is found in 2 Thess.2:4 which predicts that the man of sin...
opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshipped, so that
he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.

In the light of these scriptures, the building of a Jewish Temple on the Mount would
indeed be significant. Are the activities of the "Temple Mount Faithful Movement' yet
another striking sign of the times?
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God's Appointments Calendar

6. Entering God's Rest

Brian Johnston, Leigh, England

The autumn festivals were grouped together, and known collectively as the Feast
of Ingathering, because the Israelites were to celebrate the Feast... after you have
gathered in from your threshing floor and your wine vat (Deut.16:13 NAS). The
first of these autumn celebrations was the Feast of Trumpets: 'In the seventh month
on the first of the month, you shall have a rest, a reminder by blowing of trumpets, a
holy convocation. You shall not do any laborious work’ (Lev.23:24,25 NAS).
Why blow trumpets? Trumpets were certainly used in the Bible as instruments to get
everyone's attention -for the purpose of sounding warnings, rallying the troops or
generally for gathering God's people (Num.10:2,3,9). After the summer time
activity of reaping in the harvest fields, there was opportunity for the gleaners to help
themselves to what the reapers had left behind. Then the trumpets blew to gather all
the people together again on the first day of the seventh month (Lev.23:22-25).

In the Spring celebrations there was always a clear foreshadowing of major events in
God's calendar -which occurred historically on the precise date of the relevant Old
Testament festival. Could it be the same with these autumn celebrations in terms of
events that are still waiting to happen? The Bible tells us that there will be two major
gatherings, well known to all who have an interest in Bible prophecy. We're already
witnessing the beginning of one of them: the re-gathering of Jews to the land of
Israel as the outworking of prophecies like: you will be gathered up
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one by one, O sons of Israel. It will come about also in that day that a great trumpet
will be blown (Isa.27:12-13 NAS).

This gathering of Israel in its final stages features the blowing of a great trumpet.
But there's another gathering the apostle Paul wrote about which much more
directly concerns believers on the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul writes about:... the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gathering together to Him (2 Thess.2:1 NAS).
When the Lord Jesus comes back, as He has promised (Jn 14:3), all who have put
their trust in Him as their personal Saviour will be gathered upwards to meet Him in
the air (1 Thess.4:16-17). Once again, the sounding of trumpets will be associated with
a wonderful 'ingathering'! Elsewhere (1 Cor.15:52), Paul refers to 'the last trump' as
though the trumpet of God will sound more than once. The change in our bodies will
occur in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, but the whole event would seem to
take longer, with possibly even the hint of a short interval between the Lord's
descent into the air and our ascent to meet him there. If we're right in connecting the
Feast of Trumpets with this event, then perhaps it adds a special significance to the
Jewish New Year in the autumn season?

Thinking of the eternal rest that will be ours as believers once the Lord comes and
takes us to Himself, let's pick up on the command to rest so often featured in these
celebrations. Rest is a consistent feature of virtually all of them
(Lev.23:7,8,21,25,28,35; Num.28:18,26; Num.29:1,7,12) and it draws our attention to
God's promise of a present rest. For the Bible makes clear that there's a present as
well as an eternal rest, when it tells us it remains for some to enter [God's
rest]...”Today if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts..."... Let us therefore
be diligent to enter that rest (Heb.4:6-11 NAS).

God can only rest among men and women where His will is being done - that's why we
need diligence. Ever since Eden itself, human disobedience has interrupted God's
rest as shared by us. But when we keep our Lord's commands, holding to the
biblical pattern laid out in the New Testament for our service, and fulfilling the
principles featured in these Old Testament celebrations, then we find rest in serving
God today. So here's something beyond salvation, but to be enjoyed before the
Lord comes - something answering in our service to this striking feature of the Old
Testament festivals.
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The Suffering Messiah

Jack Mcllvenna, Middlesbrough, England

As disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ we rejoice in the many blessings that we have at
present, and in the promises of what we shall receive in a coming day -and rightly so!
It is equally, if not more important to reflect on the sufferings that the Lord Jesus
Christ experienced so that we might be the recipients of divine blessings.
The rejection and crucifixion of the Messiah (the Lord Jesus Christ) is well
documented, both prophetically and historically in the Scriptures. The Psalms in
particular contain a wealth of prophetic material about Him. But of the sixteen psalms
that are normally regarded as Messianic, Ps.22 is unique in the large number of
references to the sufferings of the Lord Jesus Christ at Calvary.
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? (Ps.22:1) and I am a worm and not a
man (Ps.22:6) encapsulate the isolation and humiliation experienced by the Lord
Jesus Christ as a result of humbling Himself that He might be obedient to the death of
the cross (Phil.2:8). The feeling of abandonment of the Messiah from His God
coupled with the hatred of mankind was so great that He thought of Himself as a worm
and a nobody. (It may be that the worm was the 'tola’, a little worm that was crushed
to obtain a crimson dye. This would speak of both the 'crushing' of the Messiah and
His blood-shedding at Calvary).
The scene is clearly expressed in the hymn:

See from His head, His hands, His feet,

Sorrow and love flow mingled down;

Did e'er such love and sorrow meet,

Or thorns compose so rich a crown? (1. Watts)
The key to the Psalm lies in the title - Aijeleth hash-
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Shahar - 'doe of the morning'. The doe is not a predatory animal and as such is not a
threat to others. In this respect it typifies the Lord Jesus Christ, of whom Peter wrote,
when he suffered, he made no threats (1 Pet.2:23).
The strong bulls, lions, dogs and wild oxen referred to in the Psalm, were each a
potential threat to the gentle doe, and given the opportunity, would destroy it. Using
these figuratively the Psalmist describes the situation facing the meek Messiah
when surrounded by the combined threat of all His enemies, each intent on
destroying Him. It was this world's hour, with all the representatives of mankind
conspiring against the Godhead.
Strong bulls of Bashan were the leaders of wild cattle and as such were used to
illustrate the chief priests, who were intent on the demise of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Matthew records that all the chief priests and elders of the people came to the decision
to put Jesus to death (Matt.27:1).
The roaring lions with opened mouths were also intent on the destruction of their
prey. They typify the crowd, who called for the Messiah's crucifixion, (Matt.27:23)
and who subsequently said: "Let His blood be on us and on our children!"”
(Matt.27:25).
The Roman soldiers too, played their part in the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ
by abusing Him and piercing His hands and feet. They may be likened to the dogs and
evil men of the Psalm. They also cast lots for His garments, enabling the people to
stare at Him and gloat.
The experience of being pinioned is described by the Psalmist as being like attached
to the horns of wild oxen. The intensity of the onslaught and the excruciating pain of
crucifixion would be so severe that the Messiah was in a state of severe dehydration.
This caused His strength to dry up and his tongue to adhere to the roof of His mouth.
The motivator of all of these forces was Satan, who by using men and all his evil
forces endeavoured to strike the final, fatal destructive blow to the Messiah.
Certainly a doe in such a situation would have been utterly destroyed. Thankfully,
the Messiah was able to cry to His God and through resurrection know deliverance.
The One who endured the suffering of crucifixion is now the leader of our praise. As
we consider: him who endured such opposition from sinful men (Heb.12:2) we must
surely continue the refrain:

Were the whole realm of nature ours,

That were an offering far too small;

Love that transcends our highest powers

Demands our heart, our life, our all.

Bible quotations from the NIV
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Moses the Man of God
/. Sharing Responsibility

Peter Hickling, Cromer, England

Ex.18:13-26; Num.11:11-17,24-30

The background

Moses was the divinely appointed leader of Israel: he was a capable man, a
conscientious man, and a spiritual man. Thus he was the man to whom everyone
looked for judgement in all kinds of matters, and he sat fo judge the people; and the
people stood before Moses from morning until evening. Because he was capable, the
people trusted his judgement; because he was conscientious, he would never spare
himself in carrying out his duty; because he was spiritual, he decided in the light of
the will of God. The number of people who had recourse to Moses in this way after the
Exodus was very large; Num.1:46 gives a total of 603,550 men who were able to go to
war, twenty years old and above, so there would probably be around I'/i million in
total. It is no wonder that there was a long queue to see him!

His father-in-law Jethro who, as a non-Israelite, could perhaps speak to Moses more
freely than an 'insider' could have done, saw how unsatisfactory the arrangement
was, although Moses was conscientiously seeking to do his very best, and asked,
"Why do you alone sit, and all the people stand before you from morning until
evening?" Moses had his answer, "Because the people come to me to inquire of God.
When they have a difficulty, they come to me, and I judge between one and another;
and I make known the statutes of God and His laws.” He knew that he was the
chosen mouthpiece of God, and he was
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anxious to fulfil his responsibility both towards God and towards the people.

The problem

Jethro 'hit the nail on the head'; he said, "...this thing is too much for you, you are not
able to perform it by yourself." Very often men's strengths are the same as their
weaknesses. Capable men know, without boasting about it, that they can do a job
well, and are a little unsure about entrusting it to someone else who might not do it
so well. How often have you said, if only to yourself under your breath, 'If you want a
job doing properly, do it yourself? Conscientious men feel that they are shirking
responsibility if they delegate work to others. Spiritual men feel that they are
charged with the duty of guarding the true doctrine of God. One can see how easily
ability, steadfastness and faith can turn into self-aggrandizement, obstinacy and
spiritual pride. It is easy to think that one is indispensable, and it is rather salutary to
find (as I did) that when one is summarily disabled the institution of which one
thinks one is a pillar carries on much as before! What should Moses do? Make his
methods more efficient, work harder, and carry on?

Jethro's solution

Jethro gave Moses good counsel, in keeping with the will of God: "Stand before
God for the people, so that you may bring the difficulties to God. And you shall
teach them the statutes and the laws, and show them the way in which they must
walk and the work they must do. Moreover you shall select from all the people able
men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness, and place such over
them to be rulers... And let them judge the people at all times. Then it will be that
every great matter they shall bring to you, but every small matter they themselves
shall judge. So it will be easier for you, for they will bear the burden with you." It was
sound advice, and Moses was not too proud to take it, so he set up a hierarchy of
authority; rulers of thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens, who were able to adjudicate
honestly in small disputes, while bringing the hard cases to him. This has its
parallel today, in the government of God's people. In the New Testament situation, of
course, there is no-one who stands in Moses' position, but there is a meeting of elders
of Churches of God corresponding to that in Acts 15. They cannot spend their time on
trivia and local disagreements, so they must trust those whom God has recognised to
do justly locally. Leaders have to teach the will of God, and lead in its practice; central
direction of churches is no part of God's plan.

A complaining people

In spite of Moses' action, it was only around a year later when another crisis arose.
God had fed His people with the manna, but they were not satisfied -
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they wanted meat. They forgot the hardships of Egypt and the Lord's deliverance,
and brought complaints based on a rose-tinted view of the recent past. God was angry,
and Moses was displeased, even despairing, asking for his life to be taken. God
promised to provide the meat, but he also provided for men to share the burden of the
people with Moses, who had borne the brunt of the complaints. Seventy men who
already had the status of elders and officers among the people were summoned to the
tent of meeting, and God put the Holy Spirit on them, so that they prophesied
(spoke directly from God), though they never did so again. Responsibility would
therefore be shared with these men, and would not be so personalized. It is noteworthy
that there is no hint that Moses regarded this as a dilution of his authority; rather the
reverse. When told that two of the called men had remained in the camp, and were
prophesying there, Joshua, Moses' devoted follower, wanted Moses to forbid them,
but Moses replied, "Are you zealous for my sake? Oh, that all the LORD'S people
were prophets and that the LORD would put His Spirit upon them!"

What was the difference between these two occasions? In the first, minor matters
were delegated to honest men who could be trusted to deal with them; in the second,
the seventy men were spiritually endowed to bear the burden of the people with
Moses. Jewish tradition takes them to be the precursors of the Sanhedrin.

The character of Moses

Scripture sums it up: Now the man Moses was very humble... He did not view his
position as a platform of status, but as a base for service; he did not cling to control, but
was willing to share it with others. How many leading politicians do you know of
today who have this attitude? If they had, would they remain leaders? The common
phrase is to speak of them as 'control freaks'. But Moses was a man of God; that was
the difference. Although he did fail, he seemed to exemplify the New Testament
virtues, Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of
mind let each esteem others better than himself.” Scripture is written for our learning,
and from Moses we can learn to be willing, without reluctance, to 'let go', and let others
take their part. Some of us find that rather hard; perhaps we still have that sneaking
sense of our own indispensability!

References:

1) Num.12:3

2) Phil.2:3

1
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The Law of the Lord (7)

Martin Archibald, Paisley, Scotland

"You shall not covet..."

Earlier in our series, we saw that God wants to save us from preoccupation with mere
things. We become so short-sighted, our minds filled with things that meet the eye,
and are associated in this world with power and happiness: a fine car, expensive
clothes, or an impressive house. We allow the means to become more important
than the end, and so miss the greatest goal of all: to love God. If we appreciated Him,
we would have a proper attitude to the things he gives us to use, not to idolise. If
loving God were our steady aim, He could teach us to use the short-term tools to
achieve long-term gains. He could give us as much as we could use for the help of
others. Best of all, He could open our hearts to enjoy those lovely things that are
found in Him - love, joy, peace and so much more, that will grow if we share them
with others.

So we have come full circle to what our Lord said was the first and greatest command:
"You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart..." Whether we set our mind
upon Him, and show it by keeping His commands, or come the other way by loving
our neighbours, we shall find Him if we seek with all our hearts. We shall also find
that the Law of Sinai unites beautifully with the law of Christ to bring us to God.

The Law in action

As a close to our study, let's look at the Law at work. When a great engineer designs
an engine that his peers think will become a classic, his technical description and
blueprints will be rigorously examined for potential flaws. But the most
impressive demonstration of the value of the product is often a working model. To
see the Law in action as a guide, a

2004-76



spiritual defence, a lamp to my feet and a light to my path... where better to look than
the place where the Lord our Shepherd, the Light Himself came under test, after
fasting forty days in the wilderness? Three times He sent out the piercing beams of
the Law to expose moral confusions that the Enemy urged upon Him. Please read
those 'laws' again in Matt.4.

Each of the replies was chosen from Deuteronomy. That was the re-statement of the
Law by Moses, patiently teaching the new generation before they would undergo their
greatest test on entering the land of promise. Exodus, Leviticus and Numbers had first
shown how the ten commandments were to be applied in detail. Then Moses spelled
out, all over again, the guide to service in His kingdom. There is a warmth about the
book because the great prophet speaks personally to the people he loved and for
whom he pleaded. His instruction in Deuteronomy has a specially appealing quality,
tempered by the experience of walking and camping together with the growing
nation, beside the pillar marking the presence of God. One of the finest features of
Moses' character was that he was very humble, more than all men who -were on the
face of the earth (Num.12:3). In this He was preciously like the Lord Himself. The
Lord lived out the words of the meekest man, and showed that when selfish man
might have taken pride in exercising power, or possessing for himself the glory of the
world, He rather desired what would please His Father, God. That brings us to our last
point.

How does the Law deal with pride?

Pride has been called the most destructive of all sins. It was the first sin of Satan. It
spoils the finest service when we begin to think of ourselves more highly than we
ought. Outgoing people with qualities of leadership become clouded in their
judgement when they take pride in their successes. Quiet people become ineffective
when they get into confusing habits of self-consciousness - the other side of the same
corrupter, pride. Why then is pride not named in the ten commandments? One answer
is that to obey the first one directs us away from all sins. If we give God His true
place - make ourselves wholly available to Him - we will love Him, and we will love
those whom He loves. Our attention will be on what is best for others, not what seems
good for ourselves alone. We will not be taken up with our own image or status,
hindering our readiness to serve. We will listen for the Saviour's voice: "... I am
gentle and lowly in heart." May we each find rest for our souls in the law of the
Lord.
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Focus

The Passion of the Christ

George Prasher, Manchester, England

In February 2004 Mel Gibson's film featuring the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus was
released in the United States. Its appeal proved spectacular, an estimated thirty million
people viewing it within the first two months. As the film circulated in many other
countries it aroused a similar level of interest.
One result has been that many people who normally avoid conversation about
things 'religious' have felt disposed to speak freely about the film's depiction of the
Lord's suffering. This opens opportunities for Christian believers to testify about the
true meaning of Christ's death and the saving power of the gospel.
Evangelical reviewers of the film have noted the bold emphasis given to scriptures
such as Isa.53:5 which could be spiritually helpful to some. Yet otherwise there is
nothing clearly to explain the real purpose of the Lord's death. A horrific
impression of sadism, cruelty and violence dominates the film.
This contrasts sharply with the Gospel accounts which are restrained in referring to
the physical aspects of the Lord's sufferings. John's account is typical:
So then Pilate took Jesus and scourged Him. And the soldiers twisted a
crown of thorns and put it on His head, and they put on Him a purple robe....
And they struck Him with their hands....
So they took Jesus and led Him away. And He, bearing His cross, went out
to a place called the Place of a Skull... where they crucified Him (Jn 19:1-
3,16-18).
Interestingly it's from Old Testament prophetic passages such as 1sa.50,53, or Ps.22
and Ps.69
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that we are given deeper insights to both the physical and spiritual agonies of the Lord's
crucifixion experience.

There is evangelical criticism also of the unscriptural prominence given to Mary, the
mother of Jesus. This doubtless reflects Gibson's Roman Catholic background, which is
shared by James Caviezel who plays the part of Jesus in the film. From a Jewish
perspective there has been complaint that the film is anti-semitic, for it seems to lay
blame primarily on the Jewish leaders who forced Pilate's hand by political blackmail.
Scripture apportions a share of blame to both Jew and Gentile:

For truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius
Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together (Acts 4:27). Yet
to Pilate the Lord Jesus also said: the one who delivered Me to you has the greater sin (Jn
19:11). Gibson himself denies any anti-semitic motivation, claiming that the film was not
intended to exaggerate Jewish responsibility for the condemnation of Christ.

The wisdom of God is seen in the relatively smaller emphasis in the Gospels on the
physical trauma endured by our Saviour. For in the Epistles the purpose of and necessity
for His death are wonderfully unfolded, revealing the momentous spiritual issues
involved. Human cruelty, injustice and violence had provided a background of fearful
human sin, against which God's holiness, justice, love and compassion were brilliantly
displayed. The Sufferer is seen as a lamb without blemish and without spot...foreordained
before the foundation of the world (1 Pet.1:19,20). At Calvary God set Him forth as a
propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness... that He
might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus (Rom.3:25,26). There also
Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us (for it is
written, "Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”) (Gal.3:13).

Because of that perfectly completed redemptive work, each believer in Jesus may know
the assurance of sins forgiven and eternal deliverance from the righteous judgement of
God. Having freely received that wonderful salvation, the Christian's walk with God is to
be conditioned by the Saviour's example of suffering (1 Pet.2:21). Let the message of the
cross always remain central to our testimony. May we also learn to share the apostle
Paul's recognition that the Cross stands between us and a Christ-rejecting world:

God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the
world has been crucified to me, and I to the world (Gal.6:14).
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God's Appointments Calendar

/. Gladness & Sadness

Brian Johnston, Leigh, England

In the centre of the group of three autumn festivals was perhaps the most special
day of all in Israel's calendar year: the Day of Atonement (or Yom Kippur). It was
really a very solemn occasion. Emotions aroused on the Day of Atonement would
be of a different kind from the joyful emotions at the other feasts; but emotions
they were nevertheless (Lev.23:27). At these other feasts in Old Testament times,
God's people were commanded to rejoice (Deut.16:10-14).

The same command comes to us: Rejoice in the Lord always (Phil.4:4; see also
Eph.5:19; Col.3:16). The joy of God's people in coming together before God should
be evident. But, as we remember the Lord in bread and wine, one hymn writer
reminds us that we are tracing our joy 'to His sore grief - which brings us back to this
solemn Day of Atonement.

For on this one day in the year there was a change in tone. “The tenth day of this
seventh month shall be the Day of Atonement... You shall do no manner of work... you
shall afflict your souls” (Lev.23:27-32).

We get quite a different view of this same day in the sixteenth chapter of Lev..
That's the chapter where we read of a goat becoming a scapegoat for all the people's
sins for the past year. In the ritual of the Day of Atonement, the scapegoat is led
away into the desert, carrying away the people's sins, never to return but to wander
and die in that far away place - a picture of forgiveness through the Cross. There's also
a third view of the day shared in the book of Num.29:7-11. Though we get three
different
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views of the same festival (possibly God's, the priest's and the people's) there's a
common denominator to all three. It's the command found in them all: 'You shall
afflict your souls' (Num.29:7; Lev.16:29-31).

Since the earlier festivals have been shown to have a prophetic significance, we're
entitled to ask if this one has, too. The answer must be 'yes', because there's a day to
come, when Israel's Messiah, who came with His glory veiled as Jesus of Nazareth,
will return in an unmistakable way: He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see
Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of
Him (Rev.l:7). 'They will look on Me [Jesus] whom they have pierced; they will
mourn... as one mourns for his only son, and grieve' (Zech.12:3-10). As it had been
with Saul of Tarsus personally, so it will be with Israel in the future. Saul was as
opposed to Jesus of Nazareth then as the majority of Jews are now, but the vision of
Jesus as the pierced Messiah changed Saul, and will change them. We even know in
advance what the testimony of their afflicted souls will be in their ultimate Day of
Atonement. For this is the true setting of Isa.53. Deeply mourning, they'll express
their grief in the familiar words: He is despised...we esteemed Him stricken, smitten
by God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions (Isa.53:3-5). How
deep their sense of affliction will be - the terrible affliction of the nation of Israel in
the dawning realization that they had crucified the Lord of glory after all.

With each of these celebrations so far, we've made a connection with believers of this
present age. Is there any sense in which we will experience anything like affliction
before we enter into the joy of our heavenly inheritance? What about the apostle
Paul's words to the Corinthians: Judge nothing before the time, until the Lord comes,
who will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness and reveal the counsels of
the hearts. Then each one's praise will come from God (1 Cor.4:5) ? Paul was talking
about the time, known as the judgement-seat of Christ when, as believers, we'll stand
before Christ, not to be judged for our sins - that judgement has passed away from us
- but to be judged as servants; to receive an assessment from Him on how we served
Him as disciples while waiting His return for us. Imagine the emotions of Peter and
Thomas when they stood before the Lord Jesus in Jn 20 on that first resurrection
Sunday! How could any there fail to have been greatly influenced by the marks of the
nails? For us, too, it will be a humbling sight. Surely our thoughts will afflict us as
the hidden things of darkness are brought to light, and the counsels of our hearts are
revealed. Who will fail to be afflicted by feelings of shame as memories come
flooding back of our doubts and denials? As we look at that thorn-shadowed face,
like the hymn writer, we'll say, ‘I’ll wish I had given Him more!'
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Urim and Thummim

Brian Fullarton, Bathgate, Scotland

These Hebrew words were the names of one or more stones or objects that were used
by the priest in Israel to determine the will of God in a particular matter. They were
kept in the pouch of the high priest's special clothing. Although Scripture
provides no details about how they were used, if we are correct in concluding there
were two of them then we might think of them taken in a similar way to the casting
of lots; one stone being taken out of the pouch/bag, which would more than likely
have been shaken, and whichever one was drawn would give the message of "yes", or
alternatively "no". The meanings of the two Hebrew words are often given as 'the
Lights' and 'the Perfections'; which adequately express their root meanings, which
can also have the thought of a flame, or fire, in the former word, and completeness,
or fullness, in the latter. This might alternatively imply that God's answer was
indicated by variations in their appearance.

The original instruction to Moses (Ex.28)

The first mention we have of these two items is their placing in 'the breastplate of
judgement', a vital part of the garments of glory and beauty worn by Aaron, the high
priest of Israel, when he entered the holy place on behalf of God's people
(Ex.28:29,30). There were seven specific garments prepared for Aaron and his sons
as they performed their service of priestly duties in the sanctuary of God, all made of
gold, blue, purple and scarlet material with fine linen. The 'ephod’, a sort of vest
which was put on Aaron, had two shoulder-pieces, containing two onyx stones
upon which were engraved the names of the tribes of Israel, six on one stone, and
six on the other, according to birth order. They were called the 'stones of memorial'
as a reminder that God's people were constantly in His
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thoughts, and the people's strength and power came from Him. The breastplate
was attached firmly to the ephod by two gold chains through two gold rings on the
outside of the breastplate, and two rings on the inside. The breastplate was made of
the same material, i.e. cloth, not metal. It was a square piece of cloth, doubled to
contain the Urim and Thummim, and on its front-piece were set four rows of
precious stones, again containing the engraving of the names of the twelve tribes
(Ex.28:5,6-12,16,26). Thus we can see that Aaron carried on his strong shoulders, as
it were, the burden of his people, and had them constantly before him in the
affections of his heart; a truth so aptly conveyed in the verse of R.C. Chapman's
lovely hymn of our Great High Priest today, the Lord Jesus Christ -

On His heart our names are graven,

On His shoulders we are borne.

For His sake the Father loves us;

Praise becomes us in return.
The actual consecration ceremony (Lev.8)
This ceremony was the consecration of Aaron and his sons to the priesthood. It took
place before the whole congregation of Israel. What a great day it was for the nation
when in the preparation of the five men for assuming their offices, Aaron was
clothed with the specially prepared garments of glory and beauty. These included of
course the breastplate into which had been put the Urim and Thummim, by which
means the mind of God would be sought resulting injudicial verdicts on issues
affecting the people of the Lord.
The need of divine guidance for leadership (Num.27)
The leadership of the people of God today is in the hands of a Spirit-appointed
elderhood (Acts 14:23;20:28; Tit.1:5; 1 Pet.5:1), all of whom may directly benefit
from the indwelling Holy Spirit who is their guide (Acts 15:28). Although the Holy
Spirit did not similarly indwell all Israelites, Israel did require Spirit-guided leadership
from someone of outstanding ability who was deeply in touch with God. So the Spirit
took up men like Joshua, who was to fill the shoes of Moses as leader of God's people.
He had been well-trained for responsibility at the highest level. In the events brought to
our attention in this chapter we see his linking-up with Eleazar, son of Aaron, who was
inducted into the office of high priest after the death of his father. Consultation with
Eleazar was a necessity for Joshua, since it was through the high priest's use of the
Urim that God's mind for His people would be made known.
A very different story is found in the days of King Saul, another leader of the nation.
When he inquired of God as to how to wage battle with Israel's enemies, the
Philistines, there was no answer at all from the Urim. The way in which guidance was
withheld on this occasion is not revealed (1 Sam.28:6).
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The exercise of the priesthood (Deut.33:8; Ezra 2:63; Neh. 7:65)

The blessing and privilege of the priesthood was given to the tribe of Levi on account
of their faithfulness to God in the day of testing at the foot of Mount Sinai, when the
great sin of idolatry had taken place and God's judgement required to be meted out
(Ex.32). They did not allow family considerations to affect their judgement, and stood
with Moses in loyalty to God. They would be the teaching tribe of the nation, as well
as the serving tribe in the worship and service of God. The Thummim and the Urim
of judgement would safely rest in their hands. It would seem the Urim and
Thummim were not in evidence over the centuries from the time of the King Saul
until the return of the exiles from Babylon to Jerusalem and Judah around 500 BC
when the practice may well have resumed.

New Testament 'linkage’

What lessons do we take for the people of God today from the use of the Urim and
Thummim of old?

1. The need for divine guidance in service, both for leadership as we have seen in
the book of Numbers, and fellowship with each other. This is the burden of the
apostle John's message, declaring that God is Light in His essential being, and gives
that light, the knowledge of Himself and His ways, enabling us to walk in fellowship
with Him and each other. And where problems come in, and sin is committed, there
is the availing blood of His Son to restore and cleanse for future service (1 Jn 1:5,7).
He is truly the God of Light.

2. In the matter of living in this world, and 'surviving' in the spiritual life, as the
Father of Lights, in His fatherly care, God willingly and graciously imparts His
'perfections’ by way of gifts and boons, the one having to do with His exercise and
willingness to give; the other the actual gifts we receive from Him that sustain the life
and nourish spiritual growth. In this He remains constant and unchanging, supplying
wisdom from above (Jas.1:17). Truly, He is the God of Perfections in every way.

3. The people of God today have been given guidance in Acts 15 about how to reach
collective decisions on matters of deep consequence. Elders need to meet to discuss
such matters and wait humbly upon the guidance of the Holy Spirit to bring about a
unity of mind among them. Divine illumination of difficult subjects is His work. He
thus demonstrates the lights and perfections always true of deity.
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Moses the Man of God

8. Faithful in all God's
House

Martin Archibald, Paisley, Scotland

The bright sky was pierced by tall green reed-spears, while baby Moses heard river-
eddies lap his tarry basket. One day he saw that river run with blood; the desert
shrub in flames, yet not burnt up. He was to hear water rippling out of rock at his
command. But nothing was ever as wonderful as watching God trace the design of
His tent - centrepiece to the homes of a slave-nation freed to serve Him. Wonderful
God: faith-filled servant!

Alone

He was the only one in all the camp who had seen the plan and had heard the voice
of God specify the details. Morning by morning, he had to make clear the
requirements to master-craftsmen, and consider the way their training made them
think it should be done. How grateful he would be to know that the hand of God
rested also upon them! There were others with their own creative ideas of how things
might look best, as the years went on, and Levites worked at maintenance. Moses
would need to remind them that God's design was best. Would there be enough
material of quality among the plunder of Egypt? How would he face the shortages
that every architect and builder has to reckon with, once he had insisted to all that
only the finest linen would do, or the finest 0il? In all these questions the faithful servant
would be able to rest on the words from Sinai's heights. He who said "...according to
the pattern which was shown you on the mountain" would provide.
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Faith at the gate

Shall we be content with less faith, when we see God's design for a house for Him to
dwell in clearly described in His word? Shall we rise to the challenge to express it with
others who receive the same vision? Then, to be faithful in guarding what has been
achieved already will demand faith as great as Moses had, who was faithful in all
God's house (Heb.3:2). Come with him to the entry, on the great day when all is ready,
and the curtains are hung in place. There are the four pillars set in bronze sockets,
with hooks of silver bearing curtains of fine linen, embroidered in blue, purple and
scarlet. What does that pattern mean? Moses must have learned something of that, for
he drank of the spiritual rock that followed the people, and that rock was Christ (1
Cor.10:1-4).

Responsibility

Here we halt, for only sons of Levi have free access. For Moses, faithfulness meant
responsibility to ensure that even the most distinguished visitor was not allowed past
the altar. There was also another side. What if people were to fall away from coming,
from caring about their sins, or from gratefulness to God? How would the leaders stir
them up again? Praise God for the faithfulness of Moses, who put his all into rousing
the elders to ensure that people gathered in convocation before their Redeemer! Moses
was as rigorous with his family as with others in seeing that all was in order
(Lev.10:16).

Keeping the gate of the court today

Today we also must tell out the holiness of God, and the only terms on which we
may approach Him, through the sacrifice of His Son. We dare not be unfaithful,
misrepresenting God as only a welcoming Comforter. The sinner must be urged to
abhor his sinful state. The Lord Himself first cried, "Repent..." (Matt.4:17). Then
equally we must be diligent to stir each other towards love and good works, and
assembling ourselves together for worship, prayer and witness (Heb.10:24,25); till
this generation and the one to follow shall say in truth, / was glad when they said to
me, "Let us go into the house of the LORD" (Ps.122:1).

Faithful at the bronze altar

Now Moses steps forward to inspect the altar of burnt offering. This was the place
where God said He would meet Moses and His people, where He would speak to
Moses, and the dwelling-place would be sanctified by His glory (Ex.29:43). So God
intended that the people should look through the gate to the altar, and think about
what had to be offered there for them. The promise was given when the morning and
evening whole burnt offerings were appointed, a continual burnt offering throughout
your generations (Ex.29:42).
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This altar was the place where sin was covered, both for the nation on the Day of
Atonement (Lev.23:27), and for the individual bringing his personal sin offering
when conscience prompted (Lev.4-7). It is essential to service in God's house that
we examine ourselves before worship, and confess sins before our offerings can be
accepted (1 Cor.11:28-32; 1 Jn 1:9-2:1).”They shall know that I am the LORD... that |
may dwell among them" (Ex.29:46). But this altar had another function...

A daily whole-offering: love and holiness

The requirements of Ex.29:38-42 were richly fulfilled when one day the hour of
evening sacrifice came in Passover-filled Jerusalem, and a perfect, blameless Man
had been lifted up to die - "one man... for the people”, as the high priest was caused to
say (Jn 11:50). Considering Him, children of God today may also be gathered
together in one. Looking away from our troubles to Him, believers may be drawn to
bring to His table on the Lord's day the finest thoughts of Him, and offer them there
with those who are His own. Loving our glorious Lord, we will care deeply about
guarding the honour of the Remembrance circle around that table. For there we find
not only the welcome of our High Priest, but also that our God is a consuming fire.
Therefore let us have grace, by which we may serve... acceptably with reverence
and godly fear (Heb.12:28). Then if we show our answering love in this way, we
shall be strengthened to consecrate ourselves to serve Him in other ways too,
bringing the whole tithe, as God appealed through Malachi (Mal.3:10).

The washing of the laver

Between altar and holy place stands the great bronze basin of water. The priests
must wash themselves lest they die (Ex.30:20,21). Moses had seen his nephews die
for carelessness, and their bodies carried out in shame: the danger was very real. But
the priest must keep himself pure in all his service. Was it for this reason that the
Lord gave support to His disciples at the time of their greatest trial by washing their
feet? They were told to do this for one another. But to support others effectively, they
must attend to themselves first with the water of the Word. The cleanliness of the
priests would depend on how thorough they had been at the laver. Today we may be
content with washing in a hurry - and find we get poor results. Friction will spoil our
efforts, dulling sensitivity to others' needs. Might it be that cleansing is one of the
effects of daily reading that we overlook?

Trustworthy with bread for the table

Every seventh day, fine flour was to be baked and topped with white incense, as food
for the priests. The quantity is impressive: about 4.5 litres for each of
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12 loaves (Lev.24:5). It was like the ample hospitality Abraham thought fitting for his
choice visitors - about 21 litres for three men (Gen.18:6). So may we come well
supplied with thoughts of our Lord on the day that is His. Here we may be helped by
noting that, as the loaves were brought in, they passed the screen of embroidered
blue, purple and scarlet, like the gate of the court; and there ahead was the veil with
cherubim of fine linen. May we be unfailing in entering into the beauties of the
faithful Son over God's house. Our thanksgiving is formed not only in the quiet
place: it should also arise from our knowledge of Christ through the warfare in the
work (Num.8:24 RVM).

'And he lit the lamps, as the Lord commanded Moses'

It was Moses who first set the furniture of the Tabernacle in order - responsible for
every article and its quality. There could be no substitute for the pure oil of
[hand]pressed olives for the light (Lev.24:2). Now we must take time under the
unfailing ministry of the Holy Spirit. In His light we shall see light. Further, it is
when we hold up the light of the Word for the guidance of others that we specially
need the oil of the Spirit of grace, in our manner and word-choice. The high priest
was in charge of [the light]...before the LORD continually (Lev.24:3). We may
take rest, but not until the continuity of the teaching and witness of the assembly is
ensured. Need we remind leaders in Churches of God of their responsibility
towards the syllabus of the Bible Class, Y.P.M., and assembly teaching? The Old
Covenant closes with God's view of the teaching priest: 'For the lips of a priest
should keep knowledge' (Mal.2:7). The teaching diet should not be left to the
fashions of the day; our guide must be the fullness of the law and... the testimony
(Isa.8:20).

The golden altar of incense - the prayers of the saints

Some of the blood of the sin offering was put there (Lev.4:7). Prayer belongs with all
other service. Let us be faithful in preparing also for the prayers of the assembly. The
Lord enjoined that the supplicant should come with conscience clear of debt to others;
else (s) he should take urgent steps to be reconciled. There are things in our control
that may encourage others to come. Brothers, faithfulness to others means coming
with ready thoughts, using language easy to follow, and being ready to sit down soon.
Sisters, your burden can be ready also; and you can speak about the prayers to others,
before and after, in a way that adds interest and life. We may recall verses that
address our needs or our joy, and there find the Father answering us from the throne.
The golden altar was linked with the 'mercy-seat' within the veil (Heb.9:4,5), and that
was the other place where God promised to commune with Moses (Ex.25:22). Would
we miss that experience for the sake of some earth-bound alternative, if we had the
choice? It is a searching point at which we take leave of Moses: rescued from the
river to lead his people before the Throne.
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‘They continued
stedfastly’

William Whitelaw, Kirkintilloch, Scotland
1.... in the Apostles' Teaching
And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the
breaking of bread and the prayers (Acts 2:42). This scripture may be familiar, but
familiarity is not necessarily appreciation, so a fresh look at this subject could be
profitable.
The expression continued stedfastly is a translation of the Greek word 'proskartereo’
which occurs ten times in the New Testament and, according to W.E. Vine's
Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, it denotes '... to endure in, or
persevere in, to be continually steadfast with a person or thing... and give
unremitting care to it'.
The following list indicates how this word is translated in the Revised Version:

Mk.3:9... a little boat should wait on him...

Acts 1:14 These all... continued stedfastly in prayer

Acts 2:42 And they continued stedfastly in the...

Acts 2:46 And day by day, continuing stedfastly...

Acts 6:4 But we will continue stedfastly in prayer

Acts 8:13... and being baptized, he continued with Philip

Acts 10:7... of them that waited on him continually

Rom.12:12... continuing stedfastly in prayer...

Rom.13:6... attending continually upon this very thing

Col.4:2 Continue stedfastly in prayer...
These references, with one exception, enable us to see that the early disciples had a
responsibility to engage in specific activities with diligent and regular care. Taking
all these thoughts together, we see God's people being moved by a spiritual
understanding
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which led them to obey the apostles who, in the forty days subsequent to His
resurrection, had received instructions from the Lord. Consequently, they were
neither erratic nor spasmodic in their willingness to follow. Mk.3:9 presents an
additional thought: that an inanimate object was at hand, available for the Master's use
as and when required. The question can be asked, 'How do we compare?' In our
churches, is attendance intermittent? In any work that falls to our hand, are we casual
or half-hearted? Where is the endurance, the perseverance, the care for the Lord's
things, without which we can hardly claim to be His disciples? We acknowledge, of
course, that there are circumstances in life which create difficulties in disciples'
lives and may prevent regular gatherings with fellow-saints. The Lord who walks
amid the churches and takes note will assess rightly at the Judgement Seat.
Referring again to Acts 2:42, we note four steps, or distinct areas of service in which
those disciples engaged, and which should characterize present-day churches of God.
In the Greek text of the New Testament the definite article appears before each of
these steps as if the emphasis is that each one is to be given the careful attention
mentioned earlier. There was no thought then, nor should there be now, of taking any
of these activities and ignoring the others; or giving undue prominence to any to the
diminishing of others.
The Apostles' Teaching
This was a set of spiritual truths relating to the kingdom of God and taught to the
apostles by the Lord prior to His ascension (Acts 1:3). We stress that He expected
His disciples to be obedient (Matt.28:20).
After Israel reached Mount Sinai, they were acknowledged by the Lord as His people.
Consequently, we read time after time that the Lord spoke to, or commanded,
Moses. These many sayings revealed who He was and how He was to be served so
that He might be honoured. The ceremonial duties were very detailed and must have
involved meticulous study by the priests. Instructions were also given as to how
they were to conduct themselves both personally and in relation to their neighbours.
Above all, they were to remember that a holy God was in their midst (Lev.11:44,45).
Similarly, under the New Covenant, the inspired writers laid down the spiritual
guidelines which the disciples were expected to follow, as to how the churches were to
conduct their activities, with the emphasis being on what was proper to a spiritual
house (1 Pet.2). The epistles also give guidance for disciples in widely differing
circumstances, so we see divine principles continuing to be valid although the
covenant of Sinai has been replaced by the new covenant.

(Biblical quotations from the RV)
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Focus

From Rivulet to
Broadstream

George Prasher, Manchester, England

Just over 200 years ago a girl of sixteen set out from her humble cottage home in West
Wales to walk twenty-five miles over hill and dale to the nearest town of Bala. With
what in view? To fulfil a long cherished ambition for a Bible of her own. For six
years she had struggled to save enough money. At long last she was in a position to
buy one. Supplies were scarce, but there was news that some were on sale in Bala.
Exhausted from her long walk, Mary Jones finally reached the home of Thomas
Charles, only to be told that his supply had already been sold out. The girl's
disappointment and distress touched him deeply. To her great joy and thankfulness
he was able to find her a Bible, but the experience also stirred him to consider what
might be done to place the precious volume within reach of the general population.
How remarkably God has often chosen to bring about far reaching purposes from very
small beginnings! So it was that the impression made on Thomas Charles by this
young girl developed in his mind and heart to plan a Society dedicated to the
production and distribution of the Scriptures at an affordable price. He was a prime
mover in the formation of the British and Foreign Bible Society, founded in London
on 7 March 1804. Now known simply as The Bible Society, it has this year
promoted celebratory events such as a bicentenary service at St. Paul's Cathedral,
addressed by the Archbishop of Canterbury, on 8 March 2004. Almost 2000 guests
were invited, including MPs, representatives from other Bible Societies around the
world, and supporters from all parts of the country. The service highlighted how the
Bible 'is a living story for all cultures, seen through the diversity of Bible
Society's
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work over 200 years'. Bible Societies in many other countries have featured similar
events, such as the Bible Society of Malawi's special service of thanksgiving on 8
March, combining the bicentenary celebrations with their 80th anniversary of the
Chichewa Bible.
An interesting illustration of the spiritual impact of God's Word comes from the first
decade of the British and Foreign Bible Society's history. From 1808 special
attention was given to distributing Bibles among 'the unhappy creatures exiled to
the Antipodes', as the report puts it. Over 3000 Bibles and 5000 Testaments were
provided among 'the jails, hulks and convict-transports'. One response testified:
"Your gift gives a new object to our hopes. Convincing us of the necessity of seeking
the Kingdom of God, it assures us that we 'are in no wise cast out'. We see that God is
with us: you have put His candle in our hands: it shineth on our heads, and by this
light we go through darkness."'
During the first five decades to 1854 the Society had circulated 28 million Scriptures
in 152 languages and dialects. How impossible it is to quantify the effects of the living
Word on countless lives! In course of time national Bible Societies were established in
many countries, operating on lines pioneered by the original London-based Society,
so that Scripture distribution was expanded on a massive scale. 1946 saw the
beginning of The United Bible Societies, coordinating the work of the many
national Societies. Of special interest is the fact that since 1987 thirty million Bibles
and Testaments have been printed in China as a result of an initiative between the
Amity Foundation, Chinese Christians and the United Bible Societies.
We recall that

...the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged

sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and

marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart

(Heb.4:12).
For the past two centuries God has overruled that His written word should be so
widely available, starting from the 'rivulet' of a frail girl's longings to possess her
own Bible and leading to the mighty flow of Bible distribution today. Is it not
written,

"For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven...

So shall My word be... it shall accomplish what I please,

And it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it." (Isa.55:10,11)
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God's Appointments Calendar
8. A Time to Remember

Brian Johnston, Leigh, England

In the Old Testament, Israel's seventh and last annual celebration was an autumn
festival once again belonging to the group known as the Feast of Ingathering. For
the last event in the sacred calendar belonging to Old Testament Israel we come to
the fifteenth day of the seventh month, and to a celebration known as the Feast of
Booths or Tabernacles.

That name is explained by what happened: 'On the fifteenth day of the seventh month,
when you have gathered in the fruit of the land, you shall keep the feast of the
LORD for seven days; on the first day there shall be a sabbath-rest, and on the
eighth day a sabbath-rest. And you shall take for yourselves on the first day the fruit
of beautiful trees, branches of palm trees, the boughs of leafy trees, and willows of
the brook; and you shall rejoice before the LORD your God for seven days...You
shall dwell in booths for seven days. All who are native Israelites shall dwell in
booths, that your generations may know that I made the children of Israel dwell in
booths when I brought them out of the land of Egypt’ (Lev.23:39-43)

So this celebration was called the Feast of Booths because God required that His
people actually lived in booths for a week each year. The point of the exercise was to
serve as an annual reminder to them that they had lived in temporary structures like
that at the time God had brought them out of slavery in Egypt. For as long as the
people faithfully practised this, what an effective aide-memoir it must have been! A
big part of all these celebrations was about remembering (e.g.
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Deut.16:1,3,10-12). No less does God want us to remember what He has done for us:
Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles... that at that time you were without
Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the
covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world (Eph.2:11,12).
We are to remember what we once were apart from God's grace in our experience.
Very specially, on the first day of the week we are to remember our Lord Jesus.
Paul repeated the Lord's own instructions to His disciples when he was writing to
the Church of God at Corinth: For I received from the Lord that which I also
delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed
took bread; and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, "Take, eat, this is
My body which is broken for you, do this in remembrance of Me." In the same
manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in
My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” (1 Cor.11:23-
25).

So, as with the Old Testament festivals, God still has appointed times for His people
to come together to offer worship to Him as they remember what He has done for
them.

However, for the Israelites long ago, the Feast of Tabernacles was not only a case of
looking back, but it also, in a sense, gave them a foretaste of the future. It was at the
Feast of Tabernacles one year that Jesus Himself made a statement which pointed
forward to a time when He would be glorified. John's Gospel records in chapter 7: On
the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, "If anyone
thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has
said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” But this He spoke concerning
the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet
given, because Jesus was not yet glorified (Jn 7:37-39).

Consistent with the pattern which emerges in these Old Testament celebrations,
single day celebrations were a prophetic signpost to future events; while those
celebrations extending to a week point forward to extended periods in the future. In
the case of the Feast of Tabernacles, it could well foreshadow the Millennial reign
of Christ, and extend in type to include the new heaven and new earth described in
Rev.21:1-Rev.22:5, with rivers of living water picturing eternal satisfaction. Then
God's servants will see His face and serve Him in an uninterrupted celebration. How
better to prepare than by worshipping God today in harmony with New Testament
principles reflecting these Old Testament celebrations?
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The Breath of God

Gilbert Grierson, Knocknacloy, N. Ireland

The fire was burning very low in the fire-place. The cause was too much wood and
coal choking the flame. The remedy was to create a current of air. As a result, a few
minutes later the dying fire was transformed into a lively blaze, warming the room and
giving light and comfort on a cold winter's day.

All that was needed was a current of air to fan the fire, and as I considered this fact, I
thought about the desire of many to see revival among the people of God today. We all
long to be living Spirit-filled, fruitful, Christian lives. We long that the churches we
are part of might be having an impact on the areas in which we live, worship and
witness. We live in the midst of a world that is on the one hand abounding in
temptations for the Christian trying to live a holy life, and on the other hand filled with
people crying out for a meaning and purpose to life. Are our churches lively and
warm, attracting the lost to turn to the Lord Jesus Christ as the answer to their
deepest needs? If not, it's a condition we need to be deeply concerned about.

Surely it must start with you and me. We need the Holy Spirit's fullness to revive
our spiritual lives. It was the breath of God that breathed life into Adam: God...
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life (Gen.2:7). The Lord Jesus breathed on
His disciples on the evening of the first day of the week when He appeared to them
after His resurrection saying, "Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send
you." And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them,
"Receive the Holy Spirit" (Jn 20:21,22). They were to be His sent ones to a lost and
dying world. They needed the power of the Holy Spirit who was to come to
indwell, fill and anoint them on the day of Pentecost, seven weeks
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later. An old hymn says:

Breathe on me, Breath of God,

Fill me with life anew,

That I may love what Thou dost love,

And do what Thou wouldst do®
The Lord Jesus loved the multitudes of people who came to Him, and had
compassion on them. His heart went out to them. His love burned like a bright fire, it
was unquenchable. We need that same love to be shed abroad in our hearts by the
Holy Spirit to motivate us to follow the example of the Lord Jesus, and not to give
up. The hymn continues:

Breathe on me, Breath of God,

Until my heart is pure,

Until with Thee I will one will,

To do and to endure.

Breathe on me, Breath of God,

Till I am wholly Thine,

Until this earthly part of me

Glows with Thy fire divine.
How are we to experience this in our lives and in our churches? Surely it must be by
repentance for sin, waiting on God in prayer, immersing ourselves deeply in His
Word, opening our hearts to the searching of His Spirit, and willingness to make
ourselves available to God as living sacrifices (Rom.12:1). What is the alternative?
Smouldering, clogged lives; dull, lifeless churches. It is unthinkable! We were not
called for this. Amy Carmichael in her poem expressed a desire that should find an
echo in our own hearts:
Give me the love that leads the way, The faith that nothing can dismay, The hope no
disappointments tire, The passion that will burn like fire, Let me not sink to be a clod:
Make me Thy fuel, Flame of God. ®

(1) By Edwin Hatch (1835-89)
(2) From Towards Jerusalem by Amy Carmichael (S.P.C.K.)
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Moses the Man of God

9. An Unguarded Moment

David Viles, Dulwich, England

Read Num.20:1-13

The wearisome journey was almost at an end. Many fruitless years had been spent in
and around the desert of Zin since the people had rebelled at Kadesh, following the
spies' reconnaissance of Canaan.' Now a new generation, untainted by the past, was
converging upon Kadesh.

Disobedience and unfaithfulness

Disappointingly, this new generation, of which Moses doubtless held such high hopes,
was proved little better than its predecessor. There was the same faithless
complaining, despite ample proof of God's care in the continuing miraculous
provision of manna.

The Hebrews epistle” demonstrates that this ran far deeper than a mere corporate
moan. Here was sinful unbelief in God, as well as the bitter challenge to leadership
reflected in the word 'Meribah' (strife).

There is no reference, however, to judgment upon the people on this occasion - in
God's mercy, the water gushed out as it had done years before in response to Moses'
smiting.® Rather, the judgment falling on Moses himself is emphasized, although its
root cause lay with the faithlessness of the people - their evil heart of unbelief. This
is as corroding to effective spiritual leadership today as it was in Moses' time. It
manifests itself in unwillingness to accept the watchful guidance of leaders, in hard-
heartedness towards God and in valuing personal ease and comfort more than
God's
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service. None of this should have a place among the people of God.*

Anger and pride

An attractive aspect of Moses' character was his humility or meekness,” the result of
years of close devotion to God's service and of willingness to listen to His voice. The
incident in Num.20, however, takes us to the root of the man. The double smiting of
the rock is at one with earlier manifestations of Moses' personality - his anger
directed at the Egyptian striking a Hebrew® and his righteous indignation over the
golden calf.” Even a man meek as Moses, like so many of us more susceptible
mortals, sometimes found it difficult to contain his anger, particularly where loyalty
to God was concerned.

Moses had excellent reasons for what he did. The provocation of the people was
strong and personal. The death of his sister Miriam, one of the few people from whom
this lonely spirit could derive sympathy and support, left him at a low ebb.
Furthermore, the character of the Lord Himself was being impugned by this stiff-
necked people. There was a righteousness in Moses' anger, but anger it was,
nevertheless. In the incident of the golden calf, Moses' anger complemented the
burning anger of God.® Here, the anger was solely on Moses' part. Our God is
longsuffering and abundant in mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression.” In the
things of God we must ask ourselves whether our anger is truly a reflection of a God
jeal%us of His glory or is more personally motivated, so that in our anger we do not
sin.

Significantly, in addressing the rebels, Moses said: "Must we bring water for you out
of this rock?" The refreshment of the people did not depend on either himself or
Aaron. At the previous Meribah incident, it was God who stood before the rock at
Horeb and commanded Moses to strike it.'! Here, Moses, goaded beyond measure,
placed himself in the driving seat, arrogating to himself the authority to produce
water just when and how he wanted. So there was pride associated with his anger -
the two so often a destructive combination in human experience. Where self is put
before God, the result is inevitably an undermining of spiritual power.'?
Unbelief and unworthiness

Anger and pride led to disobedience by a man who had demonstrated such singular
obedience over nearly forty years of conflict. Even more profoundly, God discerned
in Moses' action a lack of faith in His word. On the previous occasion, God had
commanded a physical action on Moses' part to call water from the rock. This time,
he had commanded Moses to speak to the rock only, and Moses lacked the faith to
obey.
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Again, Moses had excellent reasons. Had God not commanded him to conjure water
from a rock before? If He had done this then by a smiting of the rock, He could do it
now. How often do we, like Moses, fail to appreciate that God is not bound to act by
precedent, as if we can limit Him by our own rules and orderly classifications?
God's new wine is not restricted by our old wine skins.” Our role is to be attentive to
what He is saying to us and then to do it -unquestioningly, in true obedience to detail.
“Whatever He says to you, do it,” was (and is) wise counsel for us all."

God's accusation that Moses lacked faith is startling, yet true. His long struggle of
leadership was almost over. He could look back on years of exemplary conduct from
a position of security, relishing the thought of the last lap into the Promised Land.
It is at such times of confidence and satisfaction that our guard is down - when we
are vulnerable to pride and incomplete obedience."” And the experience of Moses
reminds us that in the things of God, lack of faith leading to incomplete obedience
can have devastating effects, far beyond ourselves.

Perhaps the saddest part of God's condemnation of Moses and Aaron at Meribah is
that they failed in their witness to the people. Here was a golden opportunity to
impress on a new generation the power and glory of God, in the sight of the elders of
Israel. Instead, through anger, pride, incomplete obedience and lack of faith, they
failed to give God the glory, to sanctify His name. This is a solemn condemnation,
echoing loudly down into our own lives. As ambassadors of the Lord Jesus in an evil
world we must never forget that the integrity of our deeds and words serves to
glorify our heavenly Master'® - and that the opposite is sadly true!
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Long-term implications

An unguarded moment, but one that had permanent significance for Moses. Despite
repeated pleading,'” God's sentence was irrevocable, and an incalculable personal
loss. It is hard not to sympathize with Moses' predicament. It took many
generations, and another great prophet of God, to understand that God speaks as
powerfully in the still, small voice’ as He does in more arresting physical
manifestations. And it took the apostle Paul, centuries later, to have revealed to him
the real significance of Moses' lapse at Meribah.

This act of smiting, so simple in itself, had spoiled the type! That rock, expressed
spiritually, was Christ."’ It had already been smitten physically -once - years before.
As a physical rock - preciously answering to Christ who died unto sin once® - it
could not therefore be smitten again without weakening its spiritual significance.
By the Spirit, we are privileged to discern what Moses could not, in giving way in an
unguarded moment that unfortunate day at Kadesh.

References:

(1) Num.13:26-33 (2) Heb.3:12 (3) Ex.17:3-7

(4) Heb.13:17; Heb.3:15; Tit.2:11-13 (5) Num.12:3

(6) Ex.2:11-12 (7) Ex.32:19 (8) Ex.32:10

(9) Num.14:18 (10) Eph.4:26a (11) EX.17:6
(12) 2 Tim.3:1-5 (13) Matt.9:16-17 (14) Jn2:5

(15) 1 Cor.10:12 (16) 1 Pet.2:12 (17) Deut.3:23-26
(18) 1 Kgs.19:11-12 (19) 1 Cor.10:4 (20) Rom.6:10
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'They continued
stedfastly’

William Whitelaw, Kirkintilloch, Scotland

2...in (the) Fellowship

In the first article in this series (p.92) reference was made to Acts 2:42: And they
continued stedfastly in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread
and the prayers (RV). It was noted that there were four distinct areas of service in
which the early disciples engaged. In the Greek text of the New Testament the
definite article appears before each of these areas of service as if to emphasize that
each is to be given careful attention. The early Christian community is described
as... the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord (1 Cor.1:9). He is Lord and
His lordship should be acknowledged, demanding obedience. “But why do you call
Me 'Lord, Lord', and do not the things which I say?” (Lk.6:46). It follows that, as
the early disciples continued stedfastly, this is not an optional extra for disciples
today.

The Greek word koinonia translated 'fellowship' or 'communion’ according to V.E.
Vine's Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words denotes: '...the share in
anything... a participation, fellowship recognized and enjoyed... used of the
common experiences and interests of Christians. We see from Col.4:16 that when
those in the church at Colossae had read the letter Paul addressed to them, they
should ensure that it would be read also in the church of the Laodiceans. Similarly,
the Colossians were to read the letter to the Laodiceans although this did not become
part of the canon of Scripture. This interchange of letters was desirable to promote
uniformity of doctrine and practice within the

2004-101



fellowship of churches. The sharing, participation and common experiences which
characterize the fellowship indicate bonds of fellow-discipleship and affection
between those in one church and those in other churches elsewhere.

A practical example of fellowship between churches is seen in Acts 11. Agabus
prophesied famine in the Roman world. It is known from secular sources that the
reign of the Emperor Claudius was marked by a succession of bad harvests and
serious famines in various parts of the Roman Empire. Palestine was severely
affected in time of famine. Then the disciples, each according to his ability,
determined to send relief to the brethren dwelling in Judea (Acts 11:29). This act of
fellowship between the mainly Gentile church at Antioch and the mainly Jewish
church at Jerusalem would greatly strengthen the bonds between them. The famine
relief gifts were taken by Barnabas and Paul to the elders of the church in Jerusalem.

The generosity of the Macedonians

It seems clear that from early days there was poverty in the church of God in
Jerusalem. This may have been due to their being cut off from relatives, friends
and employment after becoming identified with the Christian community. We
have seen that the church at Antioch responded to this need. In his first letter to the
Corinthians, Paul drew attention to the need for gifts to be sent to the Jerusalem
church to alleviate poverty. Paul conveyed a similar message to the churches of
Galatia (1 Cor.16:1-3). The Corinthians had been slow to respond. When Paul wrote
his second letter to Corinth he quoted the excellent example set by the churches of
Macedonia. Their generosity was a demonstration of the grace of God for in a great
trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded in the
riches of their liberality... and beyond their ability, they were freely willing (2
Cor.8:1-5).

A close-knit community

Paul's exhortation to the Corinthians bore fruit, for he could write to the Romans...
now I am going to Jerusalem to minister to the saints. For it pleased those from
Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution (Gk. Koinonia 'that which is
the outcome of fellowship, a contribution', W.E. Vine) for the poor among the saints
who are in Jerusalem (Rom.15:25,26). The effectiveness of Paul's earlier plea is
evidenced by this reference to Achaia - that is churches in southern Greece
including Corinth. Paul's insistence upon accompanying the Gentile delegation to
Jerusalem, for the relief of the church, indicates how much importance he attached
to this mission. These examples reveal that the Fellowship was a united and close-
knit community and illustrate the scriptural basis for seeking to imitate them.
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Focus

European Union
Enlargement

George Prasher, Manchester, England

The months of May and June 2004 saw significant developments regarding the
European Union. First came the accession of ten additional states, which grouped
geographically are: Baltic Area (Estonia, Lithuania, Latvia); Eastern Europe
(Poland, Hungary, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Slovenia); and Mediterranean Area
(Cyprus, Malta). The EU has therefore grown from its original six states to the new
total of twenty-five.

Soon afterwards elections took place throughout all twenty-five countries to choose
representatives to the European Parliament in Brussels. The results were in marked
contrast to the strenuous eagerness with which the governments of the ten new states
had pressed for admission to the EU. For example only 21% of Poles and 17% of
Slovaks bothered to turn out to vote. Indeed throughout the whole EU only 45.5% of
eligible voters took part - an all-time low! Moreover, 15% of the parliamentary seats
were won by so-called 'Euro-skeptiks', who are opposed to their countries' entry
into the Union. Their objective will be to champion national interests and oppose
measures involving transfer of decision-making from national parliaments to the EU
Commission in Brussels.

The election results reflect widespread mistrust among ordinary citizens throughout
the EU. This derives partly from difficulty in understanding the complexities of the
relationship between national governments and the European Commission. Many
people have also been alienated by restrictive regulations imposed by Brussels which
cut across long-standing local traditions, often without sufficient reason. Additionally
the adjustments required to gain access to the EU meant attaining higher
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economic standards, often resulting in higher taxation and prices.

Close on the heels of the election came the high profile gathering of European

Presidents and Prime Ministers to finalize agreement on a new Constitution. This

had been in preparation since February 2002 by the European Convention,

comprising 105 representatives from all fifteen states of the EU. Yet much
bargaining had still to take place at the Summit before agreement was finally
achieved. Salient features of the new Constitution include:

m  The European Parliament to have more legislative power than formerly.

m A President will now be appointed for two and a half years, with possibility
of an extended period of office.

m  There is to be an EU Foreign Minister who will advocate a commonly agreed
foreign policy by all the member states.

m  Member states will still retain a national veto in foreign policy, taxation and
social affairs, and national parliaments will have the right to send EU
legislation back to Brussels for review.

The agreed Constitution was inevitably a compromise between 'federalists' who

want more powers vested in the European Commission in Brussels and 'nationalists'

who wish to retain more control over their own affairs. As a Swedish member of the

European Parliament expressed it: "People don't like these EU structures. They are

too far away, not transparent, and undermine national democracy". It remains now for

the twenty-five national governments formally to ratify acceptance of the proposed

Constitution. In several countries, including Britain, Belgium, Denmark and Ireland,

governments are committed to holding a national referendum on the issue. What if

popular vote rejects the Constitution in any of these countries? That degree of
uncertainty overshadows the outcome, and it may be another year before procedures
are completed.

From the standpoint of scriptural prophecy, the European situation is of special interest

in relation to the view that the Antichrist's end-time world domination will be based

on a ten-kingdom confederacy related to the ancient Roman Empire. One aspect of
this view emerges from Dan.2:41-44. The ten toes of the image were partly iron and

partly clay,... just as you saw the iron mixed with baked clay, so the people will be a

mixture and will not remain united, any more than iron mixes with clay. In the time

of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed

(NTV). Dan.7:24 again features a group of ten kingdoms which had arisen out of

the 'fourth kingdom' of verse 23 - generally considered to represent the Roman

Empire. Will the strong nationalism so apparent within the EU persist even under

Antichrist's over-lordship? Is this what is meant by the analogy of the iron not mixing

with the clay in the kingdoms represented by the ten toes of the image?
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No Ageism in Service

Brian Fullarton, Bathgate, Scotland

Age, unfortunately, affects us all, and the idea of growing old is generally pushed to
the back of most people's minds where possible. The Scriptures are clear that the
lifespan of humanity in Moses' time was seventy years, and if someone reached
eighty they were considered to have a very strong constitution. In His wisdom the
Lord stipulated the length of service of the sons of Kohath, Gershon, and Merari in
the work of the tent of meeting to be twenty years, with compulsory retirement at
fifty years of age (Num.4). In the society of Israel senior citizen status was attained
on reaching sixty, the valuation of what a person could do being highest between the
ages of twenty and sixty (Lev.27:3). No matter what age we are, the service of God
knows no age or time restriction or exclusion; age is not seen to be a barrier to
effectiveness (Ps.92:13,14). Witness the aged Paul's passionate plea to Philemon,
the former master of a reformed runaway slave, and his determination to visit his
close friend (v.9,22). John, the apostle of the Lord, likewise wanted physically and
personally to be in the company of his friends, even though well on in age (2 Jn 12; 3
Jn 14).

A number of lessons can be learned from the life and service of Barzillai, an older
man than David, the king of Israel, but what a great and trusted friend he proved to
be. He lived up to the meaning of his name 'iron-heart’; a big difference from being
hard-hearted. His story is in 2 Sam.19:31-39.

First of all we are told: he went across the Jordan with the king, to escort him
(v.31). He loved companionship, and sought the best way for the king to proceed.
Being good company and giving good
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counsel are vital elements of leadership. Staying at Rogelim, just ten miles or so from
the Jordan, he knew the territory well, and the best place to cross the river. He had
already been a supplier of sustenance to David and his men at Mahanaim during
Absalom's rebellion (2 Sam.17:28,29). Now he would ensure his safe passage as the
king made his way back to Jerusalem.
Secondly, we note that: he was a very aged man, eighty years old, very caring as we
have seen, and a very rich man also a very great man (v.32 RV). So often, it is the
older men who have the most time available, and should have the most care for
others. Their advice is invaluable as a result, hopefully, of experience gained in
being active in the work of the Lord. They are to be sought after, not shunned.
Thirdly, he realized, having 'had his day', that it was time to take a back seat in some
ways. It's easy to be convinced of one's own indispensability, wrongly. Addiction to
power in any form, good or bad, is not the monopoly of politicians. Although
there is no sell-by-date in God's service, there comes a time of letting go some
responsibilities, passing them on to others who are more able and gifted to see them
through. Barzillai acknowledged his years -"I am... old", the fact that his powers of
discernment had definitely diminished - "Can [ discern between the good and
bad?"; he had lost a good deal of enjoyment in eating - "Can your servant taste...? ";
and his hearing had become defective - "Can I hear any longer the voice... ?" It was
not time to pack it all in, but something had to give, and now was the time to do it. He
did not want to become a burden (v.35).
Fourthly, Barzillai just wanted to be back home to end his days - "... that I may die in
my own city". He was a man who greatly missed his folks; they had been such a big
part of his life - "near the grave of my father and mother"”; he saw the value of
putting in a word for younger men to assume responsibility - "... Chimham, let him
cross over with... the king" (v.37). It's good policy to encourage others to greater
responsibility in the things of God.
David loved and appreciated this old warrior and the generous gestures he made. He
couldn't help but warmly embrace him, bow down in obeisance to him, and gladly
pronounce God's blessings upon him. The king went on to even greater
responsibilities in the kingdom; the servant went home to enjoy the sunset of service
(v.39).

Days and years of service over;

Honour, glory to the King.

All that's done was in His power

He has given us everything.
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The Joy Set Before Him

David Hyland, Middlesbrough, England

Any meeting between two parties can be described from the viewpoint of either
participant. Believers quite rightly often think of the Lord's second coming from their
point of view. The whole tenor of New Testament revelation in relation to the
event is encouragement towards watching and waiting. The Thessalonians set a good
example having turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait
for His Son from heaven (1 Thess.:9,10). Let us think together briefly what these
events mean to the Lord Himself.

When the Lord was with the eleven in the upper room, the cross cast an ominous
shadow over the gathering. The Master was concerned for those He was about to
leave, knowing that what He had to say about his imminent departure would have a
profound effect on them. It was then that He divulged the secret of His second
coming. His departure was in order to prepare for their reception. “/ go to prepare a
place for you... I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there
you may be also” (Jn 14:2,3). These words were spoken with eager anticipation and
have lost nothing with the passing of time. They show, from the manner in which the
Lord spoke, mat His second coming is an event to which He looked forward with
eager anticipation. That coming day was on His heart on the eve of Calvary. Over the
centuries, the Saviour's promise has sustained His faithful followers, whose
yearnings match His own.

In His intercessory prayer the Son requests, "Father, I desire that they also whom You
gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory " (Jn 17:24).
Those "whom You gave Me" includes all the members of what the Lord called My
church, later
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designated by Paul the church, which is His (Christ's) body (Matt.16:18; Eph.1:22,23).
The Father gave this vast throng to the Son because as the Lamb of God He was
going to Calvary to redeem them. When He descends into the air to meet and claim
both the dead and living in Christ, they will never be separated from Him. Not only
is He coming personally, He is bringing rewards with Him, "/ am coming soon! My
reward is with me" (Rev.22:12 NIV). It will give Him great pleasure to distribute
rewards and commend faithful service.
The writer to the Hebrews tells us it was for the joy that was set before Him that the
Saviour endured the cross, despising the shame (Heb.12:2). Initially the joy that was
set before Him was the resumption of His exalted place at the Father's right hand. The
psalmist catches the greeting as the Victor of Calvary, in His glorified human body,
ascends to the throne of heaven: "Sit at My right hand, till [ make Your enemies Your
footstool"” (Ps.110:1).
In his second letter to the Thessalonians, Paul expresses a desire of his heart, Now
may the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and into the patience of
Christ (2 Thess.3:5). Two uplifting themes! divine love and the patience of the Lord
Jesus Christ. The Lord was patient during the days of His flesh: patient with the men
and women with whom He came into contact, with children, the disabled and His
apostles. Patient and restrained before those in authority in the judgement halls.
Patient in His intense suffering who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return (1
Pet.2:23). The patience of Christ includes the patience He exercises at present upon
the throne of heaven as He awaits the time, set within the Father's authority, for Him
to descend into the air to take all the members of the church which is His body o
present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing
(Eph.5:27). This was well expressed by the late C.M. Luxmoore in the lines:

He waits with keen expectant gaze,

The coming of that day of days,

The day of His reward!
What a day of rejoicing that will be! The joy will be mutual. When the Lord returns
there will be a fulfilment of the prophetic word, He shall see of the travail of his
soul, and shall be satisfied (Isa.53:11 RV). Still bearing in His body the marks of
His passion, the Saviour looks back to Gethsemane and Calvary, He then looks upon
the vast throng of the redeemed and is fully satisfied.
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Moses the Man of God
10. A Victorious Climax

lan Penn, Nottingham, England

The last year of Moses' life, from the death of his sister Miriam (Num.20:1) about four
months before the death of his brother Aaron (Num.33:38), ended with the great leader's
death, itself followed by a month of national mourning (Deut.34:8). For Moses, the
last half of that final year was truly 'action-packed because, as he resolutely led
Israel nearer to the land they were to inherit, they met few, if any, friends, and many
classes of foe. Then Moses also in a monumental piece of work, summarised their
history since leaving Egypt, mediated the final parts of the Law, committed all to
writing, bade his farewells, and went to his long home.

The warfare of Moses and the people

Some foes, such as the Canaanites, the Amorites, and the Midianites were enemies
(Num.21:1-3,21-31; Num.25:1-18), unrelated by blood, upon whom the Israelites fell,
as instruments of God's wrath, the iniquity of the Amorite being then full
(Gen.15:16; 1 Kgs.21:26; Amos 2:9,10). Others, such as the Edomites,
Ammonites and Moabites (Num.20:14-21; Num.22:1-25:18, Deut.2:16-19;
Deut.23:3-8, Jdgs.11:12-17) were all related by birth to them through their forefather
Abraham, and Israel was merely to keep separate from them. Nevertheless, each of
them proved to be a hindrance to the progress of Israel.

Perhaps Israel's greatest foe, however, was the enemy within. First of all, through
their discouragement because of the difficulties of the journey, Moses had to endure
their rebellion against himself and God, and then watch them meet the rebel's end
from the Lord who sent deadly serpents amongst them (Num.21:4-10).
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Israel, as instruments of God's wrath upon rebellious men, had themselves to be clear
of the very sin they were to punish.

Their second great failure occurred when, having arrived at their journey's end, and
having successfully kept apart from those whom they were to avoid, they succumbed
to the wiles of the Moabites and their allies, the Midianites. Fornication led to
idolatry with the altars and gods of those women, and vividly demonstrated how
failure to maintain the separated position of the people of God eventually destroys
that people's worship as they inevitably adopt the practices of those in the outside
place, even though they may be related by birth. Again, the Lord's justice through
Moses was summary, immediately executing all the leaders who had allowed such
departure in Israel, slaying the guilty men, and eventually the men of Midian, too,
including, not least, Balaam, who had insidiously planned it all (Num.25:1-9;
Num.31:1-12).

Two other classes of failure beset Israel during this period. Firstly, in dealing with
Midianites, they angered Moses by failing, fully, to carry out their instructions
(Num.31:13-54). Secondly, having routed the enemies on the east side of the Jordan,
Moses was faced with rebuking the two-and-a-half tribes whose materialistic, 'me
first' approach led them to the point of failing fully to enter into the land (Num.32:1-
42); Moses feared they had failed to learn the lessons of their own history some 38
years previously. The first was a straightforward act of self-will in regard to divine
instructions, while the second was an act that verged on a sectarian failure to
appreciate the significance of the people of God being a united people.

All four classes of failure were never rooted out of them throughout their long,
subsequent history in the Promised Land. Repeatedly, they rebelled against the Lord,
broke their separated position, partially carried out divine instruction and showed a
tendency to fragment geographically their divine unity.

The warfare of the Lord Jesus and His people today

It is well known that the individual believer, today, has spiritual wars to fight in
which some enemies must be ruthlessly slain (Matt.5:30; Rom.8:13; Eph.6:10-20)
and other foes, who, never departing, will always be a source of contention
(Rom.7:23; Phil.4:7). But the important thing to see about Moses is that he led a people
who had to war against other peoples. So it is that the Lord Jesus leads the people of
God, comprising the churches of God today, in their collective warfare and it is this
warring which is typically seen in the triumph of Israel in their preparation to enter
their inheritance (Acts 14:22; 2 Tim.2:1-4; 2 Tim.4:7,8).
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To be very accurate, what is best prefigured is the preparation of believers to enter into
the kingdom of God today. Thus, wrong doctrines and practices held by those outside
the kingdom of God today must be defeated, continuously resisted because they
persist all around us in the religious world. If they should creep insidiously among the
people of God, corrective teaching is called for (2 Tim.2:2-4; 2 Cor.10:3-6; 1 Tim.4:1-
4;2 Cor.6:14-7:1; 2 Tim.4:1-8,14-22).

Moses and the new generation

Although consideration of their failures is vital to the progress of the people of God,
when we view the period from the point of view of Moses, mere was much to
encourage him because there was considerable evidence that the new generation in
Israel had developed so that they could do the right thing without Moses having always
to take personal charge of every situation. For example, Moses sent ambassadors to
Edom, but Israel concluded the negotiations. Subsequently, Moses appeared to play
no part in the victory over Arad. It was the people who recovered from their initial
setback by properly seeking the Lord's face, dedicating themselves to Him and
successfully entrusting their venture to Him (Num.21:1-3). Similarly, it was Israel
who sent messengers to Sihon and Israel who gained the victory, though Moses on
instruction from the Lord had sent the ambassadors (Deut.2:24-37). In the case of
Og, Moses sought the military intelligence and besought the Lord, but Israel was
successful in the field. Only in the destruction of Midian, a judgement for their causing
Israel to sin, did Moses organize the military and send them to their signal victory.
Today's new generations

The lessons for today are not hard to see. In the development of Moses' successors
in the last few months of his life, we may have something of a foreshadowing of the
Lord's preparation of His disciples to establish the kingdom of God in their day,
following the Lord's return to heaven. Similarly, in their turn, those of the generation
who had known Him face-to-face were conscious of the need to train well the
succeeding generation of faithful men. The importance of succession, especially in
leadership, may be gauged from the fact that this issue is dealt with by Paul (Acts
20:29-32; 2 Tim.2:1,2), Peter (1 Pet.5:5, 2 Pet.l:15-21), the writer to the Hebrews
(Heb.2:3-4; Heb.13:7-9,17), and John (2 Jn 4,7-11; 3 Jn 3-12).

It remains the responsibility of leaders of the people of God to bring on then-
successors, working with them and training them, so that replacements are ready to
succeed them. Such men are likely to encounter opposition as did Moses. His
conduct is there to be followed in each case. If the lessons are
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learned and his example of faithfulness in God's house is followed, leaders and people
today will individually resemble, too, the Lord Jesus Christ. So, an obedient people
will go from strength to strength in the guarding and developing of their spiritual
inheritance by lot (so the Greek, 2 Pet.1:1).
The death of Moses
From the heights of Nebo and Pisgah and with a keen eye despite his advanced years,
Moses surveyed the land that the people were to conquer and cultivate. Their efforts,
however great, were surpassed when the Lord lived there and,

The fruits of that most holy land,

Lay not in rain and sun,

But in the gracious, healing hand

Of God's Beloved One. (J. Mawhinney)
So it is for the people of God today. As they fight for, cultivate and till their allotted
spiritual inheritance (2 Pet.1:1) they will take on the character of their divine Law-
giver and Leader, in whose kingdom and Fellowship they are the spiritual
counterparts of the people that Moses trained and Joshua led when God first had a
kingdom, a people and a house on earth.
The death of Moses was remarkable because his fit body was then buried,
unobserved by man and in an unmarked grave. Following Jude 9, we think the poet
may have been right to say,

The angels of God upturned the sod,

And laid the dead man there. (C.F. Alexander)
Finally, it seems appropriate that Moses was alone with God at his death and his
final conversation should be alone with God because, of the many wonderful
things said about Moses in life, uniquely God knew him face to face (Deut.34:10).
Perhaps in an inkling of what awaits believers today when this life is over, when we
next (Lk.9:28-36) see Moses he is in conversation,

On the hills he never trod....

to

Speak of the strife that won our life,

With the incarnate Son of God. (C.F. Alexander)
Be that as it may, it should certainly be the ambition of the people of God today to
entertain such a One and be at home in His company as they exploit their
inheritance.
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‘They continued
stedfastly’

William Whitelaw, Kirkintilloch, Scotland

3.... in the breaking of bread

And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the
breaking of bread and the prayers (Acts 2:42 RV). It is clear from Acts 20:6,7 that
in the churches of God the breaking of bread was carried out on the first day of the
week. Luke records we sailed away from Philippi after the Days of Unleavened
Bread, and in five days joined them at Troas, where we stayed seven days. Now on
the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread...Whatever
other activities engaged their attention during those days it is clear they understood
the first day of the week was the proper time for this remembrance to take place.
Similarly, Paul when giving guidance to the Corinthians regarding collecting for
the saints, wrote, on the first day of the week let each one of you lay something aside,
storing up as he may prosper (1 Cor.16:2). These scriptures, referring to two
different Churches of God some distance apart, show the disciples' clear
understanding of when to gather together to break bread.

In 1 Cor.11 and 1 Cor.14 Paul gave guidance to correct abuses which had
developed, from which we can understand how the service was to be conducted, but
for insight into the concept of a collective gathering, for the purpose of offering
spiritual sacrifices which would be acceptable to God (1 Pet.2:5), attention is drawn
to the epistle to the Hebrews. The study of this aspect of service should cause
appreciation of the holy privileges bestowed upon those breaking bread and exercise
hearts with the need to give glory to God (Ps.29:1,2).
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Much of the letter to the Hebrews was a reminder to the believing Jews of the service
offered to the Lord under the old covenant, and to confirm to them the better things of
the new covenant. We have such a High Priest...a Minister of the sanctuary and of
the true tabernacle... for every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and
sacrifices. Therefore it is necessary that this One also have something to offer
(Heb.8:1-3).

It is clear from Rev.1:6 that disciples in the seven Churches of God to whom John
wrote had been made priests to His (our Lord's) God and Father. As a holy
priesthood they were to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ (1 Pet.2:5).

In Heb.9 the writer was dealing with Israel's Day of Atonement, the only day in the
year when the high priest entered within the veil. Commenting on this, the writer
added: The Holy Spirit indicating this, that the way into the Holiest of All was not yet
(emphasis ours) made manifest while the first tabernacle was still standing (v.8).
Consider now Heb.10:19,20: Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the
Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He consecrated for us,
through the veil, that is, His flesh. The first tabernacle, or dwelling place, had been
replaced by a new, spiritual one (1 Pet.2:5) which also introduced the subject of
spiritual sacrifices, to be offered by a holy priesthood. We noticed earlier that our Lord
had to have something to offer, and recalling what He said in Jn 4:22-24 we ask -
when and how is this done?

As we consider Israel's high priest entering within the veil on that most solemn
day bearing the blood of the slain victim, without being smitten, we understand he
was accepted on the basis of the death of that animal. The better things of the New
Covenant envisage all the people of God, not just a representative priest, entering
within the veil as Heb.10:19,20 describes. Note, however, it was by the blood of Jesus.
That is, the value of the person whose blood was shed, in contrast to the animal's
blood in times past, is the basis of the Divine call into the holy place. Under the Old
Covenant the veil was a barrier, but in the New it symbolizes His person in whom
the people of God are accepted.

We return now to the breaking of the bread. As we meditate before and during this
service (compare Ps.39:3) on the Lord's person and work appreciative thoughts
develop so that audible and inaudible thanksgiving ascends to the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, and from 1 Pet.2:5 we conclude that this is acceptable. Surely
this is filling His hands with the 'somewhat' He has to offer to God, who alone is
entitled to the praise and worship of men (Ps.29,1,2).
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Focus

American Presidential
Election

George Prasher, Manchester, England
Because of the US President's power and influence world attention will be focused this
month on the outcome of the presidential election. An interesting feature of the
election campaign has been the extent to which religious factors have been brought
to bear.
The United States has been described as "among the most religious, and most
religiously diverse countries on earth," where "19 in 20 people say they believe in
God, and nearly two-thirds call religion very important in their lives". Throughout his
presidency George W. Bush has made no secret of his personal faith and reliance on
prayer, an attitude which has won him the continued support of many Christian
fundamentalists. On issues such as 'gay marriage', abortion and stem-cell research his
conservatism appeals to a yet wider spectrum of American society.
The rival candidate John F. Kerry represents the Democratic Party, more liberal in
its political agenda regarding these moral and ethical issues. Himself a Roman
Catholic, he has been challenged by a group of Roman Catholic bishops for
identifying with the Democrats' 'pro-choice' policy on abortion. Some even
advocated that he should be barred from taking communion, and that Catholics
voting for him should be similarly disciplined.
Whatever the extent of the influence of such religious considerations on voters, we
may be assured that the outcome will be under divine control. As we read in
Ps.75:

For exaltation comes neither from the east

Nor from the west nor from the south.

But God is the Judge:

He puts down one, and exalts another. (Ps.75:6,7)
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Or again in Rom.13:1,

For there is no authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are

appointed by God.
Disciples of the Lord Jesus are seen in Scripture as not of the world, just as He is not of
the world (see Jn 17:16). To Pilate the Master said, My kingdom is not of this world
(Jn 18:36). There's a fundamental chasm between the principles of that kingdom and
those on which the kingdoms of the world are based. During a period of forty days
after His resurrection the Lord repeatedly appeared to His apostles, speaking to them
of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God (Acts 1:3). From the Day of
Pentecost onward the apostles spearheaded the development of that spiritual
kingdom. It was a kingdom composed of disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ, saved
through acceptance of the gospel and obedient to the will of the Lord in their
spiritual service together in churches of God. They formed a holy nation, His own
special people... who once were not a people but are now the people of God (1
Pet.2:9,10). This holy nation embraced obedient disciples of Christ from many
different nations of the world. It formed a unique spiritual unity in which the law of
Christ obtained.
How were the Christians within that holy nation to relate to the responsibilities of their
natural citizenship? Guidance on the point is given in the same chapter of Peter's first
letter: Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake,
whether to the king as supreme, or to governors... Honor all people. Love the
brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king. (1 Pet2:13-17). Elsewhere we have
examples of that obedience being qualified in matters affecting God's will for
disciples in His kingdom. Fearing God has priority over honouring the king. Where
government demands conflict with divine principle the disciple of Christ must obey
God rather than men, as Peter himself asserted before the Sanhedrin (Acts 5:29).
As to Christian involvement in political activity, how can this be compatible with
God's calling into the holy nation of 1 Pet.2:9? Do not the contrasting principles of
the world's nationhood and God's holy nation preclude the believer's participation?
For it is impossible to implement the law of Christ where the majority live
according to the course of this world, and largely disregard divinely ordained
standards. This is not to deny that Christian influence has often been salutary in
political life. Many eminent leaders have been characterized by their fear of God,
and some have sought to apply Christian principle in their policies. Yet they are
inevitably limited as to how far this is politically feasible. Are Christians who
abstain from political activity evading their responsibility? By no means! Their
greater influence is through supplication, prayer and intercession for all who are in
authority (1 Tim.2:1-4).
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Fruit-bearing

Gilbert Grierson, Knocknacloy, N. Ireland

There was a poor harvest in the apple orchards near my home this year. Some said it
was the worst for 30 years, and that the frost in spring was to blame. Whatever the
reason it is a cause of great sadness to an apple-grower, farmer or even a gardener
when his crop fails. He has put in so much work, selecting the right seed, plants or
saplings. He has tended them through the early stages when they are so vulnerable,
protecting them from attacks by insects, fungal infections, removing choking weeds
and giving the right nutrients and regular irrigation. The early signs have been good;
plenty of growth, thick foliage and of course the crucial blossom at the right time.
The time of expected fruits

Then the summer comes, and the time of expected fruits. Nothing is found! All that
labour has been in vain for that year, for the whole operation was directed to one
end; the production of fruit.

What can we learn from this? The Bible speaks a lot about fruit-bearing. Jesus
Himself told a parable about a man who had a fig tree planted in his vineyard. For
three years he came looking for fruit and there was none. He gave orders for it to be
cut down. But the man in charge of the vineyard begged for one more year for the fig
tree. He would tend it and feed it and then, if it still bore no fruit, he would cut it
down. No doubt he still had hopes for the tree on which he had spent so much time
and care. (Lk.13:6-9).

Something of the purposes and the character of God come out in the telling of this
parable. Firstly, the Lord's ultimate objective in saving us through the death of His
Son is that we should bear fruit, and
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secondly, the Lord's great patience with us. It is very disappointing to experience
crop failure, possibly through pruning at the wrong time; our heavenly Father never
makes any mistakes. Equally genuine is harvest thanksgiving in the heart of
someone who has expended labour on the production of a crop, having sought the
blessing of the One who has the power to give or withhold the sun and the rain at the
right time, and who gives strength for the daily labour.

The joy of harvest

We can be sure that nothing exceeds the joy of the Lord of the harvest, for which He
expended His very best, His Son, His all, when the sheaves are brought safely into
His store - the harvest of souls! Was it for this joy that the Bible tells us Jesus
endured the cross and despised its shame? He was able to see ahead to the harvest,
when in resurrection glory, He would see the results of the labor of His soul, and be
satisfied (Isa.53:11). His rejection and affliction at the hands of men and His forsaking
by His Father on the cross would all be worthwhile.

This is a joy all the redeemed can in some measure enter into, when we make it our
goal to be soul-winners. We can have the joy of leading someone, young or old, to
the Lord for salvation. We can be like Joseph who was described by his father Jacob
as: "A fruitful bough by a well; his branches run over the wall" (Gen.49:22). This
would bring pleasure to God who saved, tended, protected, fed and filled us with His
Spirit for this very purpose, and with great patience waits for us to bring forth fruit to
His glory. “By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be
My disciples” (Jn 15:8).

2004-118



The Work of the Holy Spirit

Jim Seddon, Liverpool, England

The Holy Spirit has many titles or names in the Scriptures, e.g. He is called the
Spirit of God, the Spirit of the Lord, the Spirit of Christ, the Spirit of knowledge, the
Spirit of wisdom, the Holy Spirit, and many other titles that are uniquely His and each
is not without its own significance. But if we compare the accounts of the same
incident in Matt.12:28, and Lk.11:20, we find the Lord Himself refers to the Holy
Spirit as the finger of God.
"If I cast out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your sons cast them out? -
But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of God has
come upon you" (Matt.12:27-28).
"If I cast out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your sons cast them out? - But
If I cast out demons with (by) the finger of God, surely the kingdom of God has
come upon you " (Lk.11:19-20)
This title illustrates the perfect unity and interdependence of the three Persons of the
Godhead, showing the importance of the work of the Holy Spirit, for example Isa.11:2
refers to Him by His seven titles, the Spirit of the LORD, the Spirit of wisdom, the
Spirit of understanding, the Spirit of counsel, the Spirit of might, the Spirit of
knowledge, the Spirit of the fear of the Lord. The plural is also used in Rev.1:4
where He is described as the seven Spirits who are before His throne. See also
Rev.5:6.
The involvement of the Holy Spirit is seen, for example:
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In creation. The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of
the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters (Gen.1:2;
was brooding over, like an eagle hovering over its nest, guarding its young) actively
playing His part in the great work of creation.

In the giving of the Law. And when He had made an end of speaking with him on
Mount Sinai, He gave Moses two tablets of the Testimony, tablets of stone, written
with (lit. by) the finger of God (Ex.31:18). In the light of Lk.11:20 may this not
refer to the Holy Spirit?

In the building of the Tabernacle. This work was dependent upon the presence
and enabling of the Holy Spirit. Then the Lord spoke to Moses saying, See I have
called by name Bezalel... and I have filed him with the Spirit of God, in wisdom, in
understanding, in knowledge, and to work in all manner of workmanship (Ex.31:1-
3).

In the great work of atonement. Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered
Himself without spot to God (Heb.9:14).

In the ministry of the great commission. The instruction of the Lord Jesus to His
disciples just before His ascension is recorded in Acts 1: He commanded them...to
wait for the Promise of the Father..." and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:1-8). The disciples
were to proclaim the good news of the saving grace of Christ, and the sinner, on
hearing this, would experience the convicting power of the Spirit of God (Jn 16:8).

This commission included 'the great purpose of the ages' expressed in the words of
the Lord Jesus "I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail
against it" (Matt.16:18). The work of the Holy Spirit was paramount in this, for
into this church were to be baptized all believers throughout this dispensation who
personally acknowledge Him to be their Saviour (1 Cor.12:13).

He was not only to convict men and women of sin, righteousness and judgement,
but He was also to guide them into all truth (Jn 16:13). Included in the truth, was
to be a unity of believers together in divine testimony seen in churches of God.
Peter describes those in the churches as /living stones,... being built up a spiritual
house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ (1 Pet.2:5). But this could never be without the working of the Person of
the Holy Spirit. For we... worship God in the Spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus
(Phil.3:3).

In all this we have touched only the fringe of the workings of the Holy Spirit in
relation to the purposes of God.
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Moses the Man of God
11. A Prophet of Psalm and

Song

Clive Bishop, Dulwich, England
Among the writings ascribed to Moses there are two poems: Deut.32 and Ps.90. He
may well have written others, for example the song of Ex.15:1-8, but we cannot be
sure.
Hebrew poetry differs markedly from that of our own time and culture. Rhyme and
metre are largely wanting in Hebrew verse which is characterized instead by a
rhythmic form and pattern of expression that persists despite translation. The rhythm
is not bound by the constraints which are so common in classical or modern
poetry. The lines need not be of fixed length and two or more lines constitute a
verse. In 1753 Robert Lowth published lectures he had delivered at Oxford
University on Hebrew poetry entitled Praelectiones de Sacra Poesi Hebraeorum.
In it he first drew attention to the relationship between the lines of Hebrew verse
and identified parallelism - the correspondence between lines - as its fundamental
principle. He recognized several types of parallelism, the commonest being that in
which the second line repeats the idea of the first, but in different words, for example:
For the LORD'S portion is His people;
Jacob is the place of His inheritance (Deut.32:9).
Focusing now on Moses' poems, most will be aware from their school days just how
much more powerful is poetry than prose in conveying emotion, and Deut.32 and
Ps.90 afford a rare insight into Moses' inner feelings. It seems likely from their
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context that these were written towards the end of his life and they draw on his long
experience of God, especially during the time he led Israel. From the time of Moses'
first dialogue with Pharaoh to the war with Midian, Israel generally lacked faith in
God's power and they frequently challenged Moses' authority. Rebellion was not
confined to the mass of the people; it extended to Moses' own family and was
directed not only against him personally, but, through him, against God.

The preface to the Song of Moses (Deut.31:24-29) expresses his concern for Israel's
future after his death. Freed from the restraint of his presence, he feared what
might befall. He explores in Deut.32:15-18 the suffering he had seen and a more
general, though similar, approach characterizes Ps.90. Here, God's eternity is set in
apposition to the brevity of human life which, though inconsequential and trivial, is
nevertheless often proudly contemptuous of God. So man is under God's judgment
until he finds mercy from the same source.

Rebellion was frequent throughout Israel's history until their final rejection of Jesus
Christ, declaring, "We have no king but Caesar!" (Jn 19:15). Moses distilled his
poems from a lifetime of leadership experience and of the resulting heartbreak. In
Deut.32 he contrasts God's perfections with Israel's perversity, and God's goodness
to His people with their backsliding. He is forthright and does not gloss over God's
judgment. He expands on this theme in Ps.90, but then takes instead the long view
that ultimately, and despite their many and repeated failings, God will show mercy.
Moses' humility and forbearance are remarkable in the light of what he had to contend
with. Time and again this patient man was provoked by those he led, but Scripture
records just one failure when, at Meribah, he struck out instead of speaking
(Num.20:1-13). What is remarkable, perhaps, is the extent to which Moses had
changed since the time when, years earlier, he had killed the Egyptian who was
assaulting a Hebrew (Ex.2:11-15). This action terminated any prospect of
advancement in Egypt. It was in Midian, looking after sheep, that this impetuous
man learned patience and humility (Num.12:3). So, he came to the time when, still
grieving following the death of his sister, he faced a rebellious mob who accused him
of having brought them there deliberately in order to kill them and their flocks.
Lesser men, faced repeatedly with such provocation, might well have reacted angrily
on many occasions, but just this once did Moses' patience falter (Num.20:1-12).
Moses was not only a great leader, but also the model prophet. The prophetic
relationship is simple, but the implications are profound. God speaks to His servant
who then speaks for Him to the people. The prophetic purpose,
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therefore, is personally to speak for God. Thus says the LORD prefaced their words
throughout Israel's history. Moses taught Israel the nature and the will of God during
the commencement of the period of the Old Covenant initiated at Horeb.

In Deut.18:15 God promises in the future to raise up a Prophet like Moses, and
Stephen's address to the Sanhedrin indicates that this was fulfilled in Christ (Acts
7:37). The Lord Jesus Christ was like Moses in that He, too, declared God's will but,
significantly, He was quite apart in His origin and nature. Christ never said Thus says
the LORD, but spoke directly with divine authority as God's Son.

It was the lot of the prophets to suffer because of their unswerving alignment to God's
commands. The Lord Jesus alluded to this in the parable of the tenants (Lk.20:9-18).
Christ, the Man of Sorrows to whom all the prophets bore witness, suffered beyond
measure. He was rejected by His family, His townspeople and His friends until,
finally, He was rejected by Israel. Abused and crucified outside Jerusalem, He
became the Mediator of the New Covenant which, as the letter to the Hebrews
expounds, far exceeds in every way that initiated at Horeb through the mediation of
Moses.

There is, in Rev.15:2-4, an interesting reference to the song of Moses and the song of
the Lamb. It is a song of victory sung by those who had shared the lot of Moses and
the other prophets in suffering for their beliefs and obedience. Significantly, it is
linked to the Lamb who, in order to sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered
outside the gate (Heb.13:12). The victorious song of Ex.15 celebrated Israel's
deliverance from their immediate enemies. The song of Deut.32 is broader both in
scope and temporal extent, and in Ps.90 Moses, speaking from long experience, set
man's frailty alongside God's perfections, power, holiness and eternity. No matter
how great the suffering has been or may yet be, Christ's own suffering and triumph at
Calvary ensure that God's purposes are unassailable, as the song of Rev.15 avers.
This concludes the series of articles on the life and times of Moses. God made plain
His estimation of Moses' character by describing their relationship as being uniquely
one in which God spoke to Moses face to face as with a friend (Ex.33:11; Num.12:1-
8). We are indebted for the revelation of God given by Moses in prose and poetry.
A most eloquent commendation of this great servant of the Lord prefaces Ps.90. It
has been the headline for these articles: Moses is simply said to be the man of
God.
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'They continued
stedfastly’

William Whitelaw, Kirkintilloch, Scotland

(4).... in... the prayers (Acts 2:42)

In this series of articles emphasis has been placed on Acts 2:42: and they continued
stedfastly in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread and the
prayers (RV). It is clear that these were four distinct areas of service in which the
early disciples engaged.

A delightful picture is presented to us in Lk.1:10 And the whole multitude of the
people was praying outside at the hour of incense. This was while Zacharias was
executing his office within the temple. It is as if they were aware that he was
performing a duty on their behalf. What was that burning of incense, and is there a
lesson in it for us? In Ex.30 we read of its ingredients and how it was to be offered as
a perpetual incense before the Lord. Something so precious that they were
forbidden to use it personally or to replace it with any alternative. Israel, through
their priest, had to offer it morning and evening in perpetuity. For teaching which
we can apply to ourselves in this matter of the incense, we turn to Rev.5:8 which
refers to golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints; a concept
repeated in Rev.8:3,4. In the light of this explanation we see that in Lk.1:10 God
was viewing His people as performing the reality of what the hour of incense was
symbolizing.

So then, how do we apply this in our service? The early chapters of Acts show the
disciples at prayer on several occasions, such as Acts 4:31: And when they had
prayed, the place... was shaken. This was
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collective prayer, the Church of God at prayer - with what results! We have seen
from the Old Testament symbolism how God delighted in the prayers of His people,
and as He is the God who does not change (Mal.3:6) we believe such activity still
pleases Him in our day.

What is prayer?

Prayer is the expressing of our thoughts to God, whether in giving thanks or in making
requests. The one indicates our appreciation of all God's goodness; the other lays
before Him all our needs. God's mercies, whether spiritual or temporal, are fitting
cause for thanksgiving; whereas, when we make our requests, we are acknowledging
our helplessness in given circumstances.

As we gather in our prayer meetings many matters exercise our hearts. One of these is
how best to continue in local or collective service within scriptural principles. We
need wisdom and this is good reason for seeking divine guidance.

Saying the "Amen"

In years past this was a prominent audible response to prayer. Is it less evident now? In
Deut.27 Moses commanded the people to observe the Law, and in warning against
specific sins we read twelve times in Deut.27:15-26 that all the people were to say,
"Amen". 1 Kgs.1 relates how David appointed his son Solomon as his successor and
in verse 36 we read, And Benaiah... answered the king and said, "Amen! May the
LORD... say so too. The former reference shows that God expected His people to
accept those commandments; the latter reveals Benaiah's acquiescence in David's
ruling which itself was in accordance with divine choice (1 Chron.28:5). Among the
New Testament occasions where 'amen' is used we would point particularly to 1
Cor.14:16: Otherwise, if you bless with the spirit, how will he who occupies the place
of the uninformed say "Amen" at your giving of thanks...? This is a clear indication
that the apostle expected those present to express understanding and agreement
by joining in the amen.

This brief look at Acts 2:42 is intended to stir us to appreciate our spiritual heritage,
the importance of our collective testimony, valuable and precious to our God and His
Son who died to bring it into being, and from whom, through the Holy Spirit, these
truths have come.
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Focus

Tragedy in Sudan

George Prasher, Manchester, England

'Janjaweed', meaning 'devils on horseback’, is the nickname given to small groups
of ten or so Arabic nomads who roam the province of Dafur in western Sudan,
wreaking havoc from village to village. Mounted on horses, camels or trucks they
move swiftly, shooting men and boys to death, raping women, tearing up crops and
burning down dwelling huts and mosques. Their objective is to terrify the African
population of the region, forcing them to abandon their villages.

Yet for many centuries the African and Arabic elements in Dafur lived side by side
without pronounced conflict. The Africans were mostly farmers and the Arabs
nomadic graziers. There was a good deal of intermarriage, they spoke the same
language and shared the same Muslim faith. However during the past two decades a
series of droughts has forced the Arabs to move into more arable areas, leading to
strained relations between farmers and graziers. This came to a head in April 2003
when an organized African group attacked Sudanese government forces in protest
against growing Arab militancy. The government then called on local tribes in
Dafur to help crush the rebellion. There was an eager response from some Arab
tribes who saw the chance to seize land for themselves under the guise of carrying
out the government's request. Within six months the 'janjaweed' groups were not only
attacking the rebel organization which controlled a mountainous area in Central
Dafur, but also civilians in scores of villages in the west of the country.

It is estimated that during the past year the violence and resulting hunger and disease
have caused 50,000 deaths and forced 1.4 million from their homes. Each passing
week adds to the toll. Harrowing stories of murder, rape and savage destruction
continue to come out of Dafur, the media featuring pictures which give vivid
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impressions of the miseries of the refugee camps. Aid organizations seem
overwhelmed by the scale of the disaster. International pressure has been put on the
Sudanese government to curb the 'janjaweed' marauders, but with little effect. United
Nations discussion about imposing sanctions on Sudan has not led to any action. Some
countries, including China and Pakistan, have invested heavily in Sudan's developing
oil fields. They want to avoid any rift with the Sudanese government. Meantime the
killings go on, while starvation and disease take their further toll.

Scripture confirms that God holds nations accountable for their use of the authority
delegated to them, as illustrated in the opening chapters of Amos. “For three
transgressions... and for four, I will not turn away its punishment” is a refrain spoken
to each nation, doubtless indicating a multiplicity of crimes offensive to the Lord: but
some are specified:

Damascus (Syria) : "They have threshed Gilead with implements of iron” (Amos 1:3).
For harvest threshing a heavy slab with studded teeth was dragged over the grain. It
seems that the Syrians had mangled the bodies of prisoners with these sledges.

Tyre (Phoenicia) "Because they delivered up the whole captivity to Edom, And did not
remember the covenant of brotherhood" (Amos 1:9, apparently some large-scale
deportment into slavery regardless of all principles of justice.)

Edom: "He pursued his brother with the sword, And cast off all pity” (Amos 1:11)
Ammon: "Because they ripped open the women with child in Gilead" (Amos 1:13).
Moab: "Because he burned the bones of the king of Edom into lime" (Amos 2:1).

How powerfully the prophet's indictments confirm that such atrocities as have this past
year been multiplied in Dafur had their awful counterparts in Old Testament history!
Under the impact of violent oppression the cry so readily arises for God's earlier
intervention. As Asaph wrote in the 74th Psalm:

O GOD, why have You cast us off forever?...

Why do You withdraw Your hand, even Your right hand? ...

For the dark places of the earth are full of the haunts of cruelty.

Oh, do not let the oppressed return ashamed! (Ps.74:1,11,20,21)

Faith finally rests on the assurance that the Judge of all the earth will do right:

"For all His ways are justice, A God of truth and without injustice; Righteous
and upright is He". (Deut.32:4)

For ourselves, should not Christian concern find expression through prayer and
practical support?
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Serving as Deacons

Greg Neely, Toronto, Canada

Were the seven men who were chosen by the congregation of the church of God in
Jerusalem in Acts 6:3 deacons? Scripture does not say that they were. If they were, it
is interesting that the apostles instructed the congregation to choose them rather
than the apostles or the elders pointing them out. Doubtless, however, the latter
approved the selection. The word that the apostles used when they said that it was
not desirable for them to 'serve tables', is the word from which deacon is derived,
and it was for this task that these seven were to be selected. This is different from
the deacon of 1 Tim.3:8f. Paul instructs Timothy that character and conduct must
first be tested prior to the recognition of a deacon when he says, And let these also
first be tested; then let them serve as deacons if they are beyond reproach (1
Tim.3:10). However, the men of Acts 6 were to be men of good reputation, full of the
Spirit and of wisdom who would be put in charge of this task. Did the reputation of
the men in Acts 6 qualify as the testing of the men of 1 Timothy? Reputation can
be enhanced or destroyed by being put to the test and no doubt it was for that reason
Paul instructed Timothy to test the men. Did the fact that they were full of the Holy
Spirit and of wisdom exclude them from the need for such a test? Surely not! But
rather the fact that they were so filled would guarantee them a passing grade.

Of the seven, Stephen and Philip, it seems, did not spend a lot of time serving tables,
for they were men on whom the gift of evangelism had been bestowed and they were
quickly involved in utilizing their gift in that regard (Acts 6:8 and Acts 8:4).
Nonetheless, whether or not they were deacons in the sense of

2004-128



which Paul wrote they are certainly men from whom those who would be and those
who are deacons can learn.

Good reputation

They had a good reputation. They were men who were beyond reproach, as men who
are deacons must be (1 Tim.3:10). Philip is referred to as one of the seven in Acts
21:8, indicating these men had a reputation. A reputation is developed over time by
consistent acts or attitudes or accomplishments. Consistency is important; Scripture
calls it faithfulness! A good reputation cannot be built overnight, but it can be
shattered overnight. Therefore men who are deacons must be men of dignity (1
Tim.3:8), men who have a purposeful life and who command respect in their
conduct. “Well done, good and faithful slave; you were faithful with a few things, 1 will
put you in charge of many things...” (Matt.25:21).

The Spirit's fulness

The men of Acts 6 were men who were full of the Holy Spirit. All Christians are
baptized in the Holy Spirit by the Lord Jesus into the body of Christ (1 Cor.12:13).
Yet not all Christians are full of the Spirit. It's not something we are told to pray for,
but rather something that we are commanded to be (Eph.5:18). One can only be filled
with Him when one is emptied of all else. If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by
the Spirit (Gal.5:25). And thus one's reputation will be a good one.

Responsible position

The men of Acts 6 were men who were put in charge of this task (v.3). Someone
has said, "If you give a man a job to do, don't tell him how to do it!" Men who are
capable, who are responsible, who have a good reputation, who are filled with the
Spirit and wisdom will be fitted to accomplish what it is they've been given to do.
Those of us who are older need to be aware of that and watch our own conduct,
especially when younger men are given a task to do. It does not need to be done the
way we would do it, however perfect we think that way is! Others may do it that
much better, even though differently from our way. They need to be put in charge of
the task. But the converse side of that is that men who take on a task must live up to
their responsibility and reputation and be diligent to complete it. Respect is something
that is earned, and it can be hard work to earn it over a considerable length of time. It is
lost in a moment, however. Those who are deacons should take pains with these
things.
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Clear convictions
But Paul instructs Timothy on a pre-requisite of being a deacon that seems to be
sometimes overlooked, and which is not specifically addressed in Acts 6. He says
that deacons must be men who are holding to the mystery of the faith with a clear
conscience (1 Tim.3:9). Perhaps this is included in the good reputation, but if so, it is
specifically a good spiritual reputation, a reputation of one who knows what he
believes and lives his life to complement his convictions.
In his second letter to Timothy, Paul writes, Guard, through the Holy Spirit who
dwells in us, the treasure which has been entrusted to you (2 Tim.1:14). That is for
all disciples; but deacons should be shining examples to the saints of this guarding of
the treasure. He says to, Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a
workman who does not need to be ashamed, handling accurately the word of truth
(2 Tim.2:15). That is also for all disciples; but deacons should be leading the way
in their right division of the word of truth. Paul says about certain ones that se will
be a vessel for honor, sanctified, useful to the Master, prepared for every good work
(2 Tim.2:21). All disciples; yet deacons should be out in front in this! He says that,
the Lord's bondservant must... [be] able to teach... with gentleness correcting those
who are in opposition (2 Tim.2:24,25). That refers to us all; but deacons must clearly
evidence this. He tells Timothy in 2 Tim.4:5, fulfill your ministry. All of us should be
focused on this, but deacons should be leading the pack.
That's a key ingredient to the composition of a deacon: someone who holds the
mystery of the faith with a clear conscience. Whatever else he may have, if he is
missing this, he is not a deacon. He may also be asked to serve tables or wash feet or
sweep sidewalks or weed gardens. But first and foremost, he is a man of the Word of
God. That should define his character and his conduct. A servant, an example, a
man to imitate!

(Biblical quotations from NASB)
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Do Not Sleep

Emmanuel Bayo, Ojo, Nigeria

Do not sleep' is certainly not counsel from a medical doctor. To have your eyes
closed and be resting in a state of unconsciousness is how the dictionary defines the
word 'sleep’. We need sleep for a healthy life.

The sleep of idleness

Sleep has, however, several negative associations in Scripture, and we are warned
against these. Allow no sleep to your eyes, no slumber to your eyelids (Prov.6:4).
This can be understood as a warning against idleness and laziness as the later verses
of the chapter illustrate (Prov.6:10,11). We have to watch out as this can be very
detrimental to our spiritual lives.

The sleep of complacency

As well as the sleep of idleness, there is the sleep of complacency. Samson's
experience comes readily to mind. Delilah then said to Samson, "Tell me how you
can be tied."... So he told her everything. “No razor has ever been used on my
head.”... Having put him to sleep on her lap, she called a man to shave off the seven
braids of his hair, and so began to subdue him. And his strength left him (Jdgs.16:13-
19). The effects of such complacent sleep, even on a strong man, can be disastrous.
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The sleep of indifference
Jonah had no answer for the captain of the ship when asked the searching question:
"How can you sleep? Get up and call on your god!" was timely advice (Jon.1:6).
His sleep of exhaustion was the result of trying to run away from God. Whether it is
someone luring us into such a state of sleep as that into which Delilah lured Samson,
or as with Jonah, a state of indifference to disobeying God, such sleep is dangerous.
The sleep of being oblivious
In the parable, it was while everyone was sleeping that an enemy came and sowed
weeds among the wheat, and went away (Matt.13:25). Terrible things can happen
when a family, a nation, a church or a group of people become oblivious to Satan's
stratagems. We need to appreciate the danger of not being alert to our Adversary's
tactics.
The sleep of disobedience
The Lord Jesus instructed His disciples to keep watch and pray during His
experience in Gethsemane. He returned and found them sleeping. When He came
back again, once more He found them sleeping. At the third time of finding them
still sleeping, His question, "Are you still sleeping and resting?" was followed by,
"Rise, let us go! Here comes my betrayer!"” (Matt.26:36-46).
The wake-up call
Despite the obvious dangers, many Christians today are content to sleep. Paul's
message in his first letter to the Thessalonians, and of course to us in the twenty-first
century is, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be alert and self-
controlled. For those who sleep, sleep at night (1 Thess.5:6,7). To the Ephesians he
wrote, "Wake up, O sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you"
(Eph.5:14).

(Biblical quotations from NIV)
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