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Opened Secrets 

1. Speaking God's 
Wisdom in a Mystery 

John Terrell, Carlisle, England 

Much of what we read in the New Testament about the 'mysteries' which are the 
subject of this series of articles, is written by Paul the apostle. These 'mysteries', 
well summed up in our general series title as 'Opened Secrets', are of great 
importance for our understanding of God's purposes for His people today. The early 
chapters of 1 Corinthians deal at some length with the contrast between divine 
wisdom and human wisdom, and the term mystery is joined to the matter of the 
wisdom of God in 1 Cor.2:7 - we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery. 
Underlining the importance of the subject, Paul declares in 1 Cor.4:1, Let a man so 
consider us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. ... 
Moreover, he goes on, it is required in stewards that one be found faithful. 

So it is clear that the stewardship committed to the apostles, the sphere and scope 
of their ministry, embraced 'the mysteries of God'. This is emphasized in order that 
we might grasp the great importance of the content of these mysteries as a vehicle 
of divine revelation for our day and time, and dissuade any from passing over them 
because they are mysteries. As this series of articles unfolds this year, God 
willing, this will become clear, and we shall see how wide a range of Bible truths 
is expounded in all its richness because so much of it finds its focus in the person of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Why then the designation 'mystery' as the Greek word 
'musterion' is translated in English? 
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In every day parlance we use the word mystery to denote something we cannot fully 
understand; perhaps a saying or an action that leaves unanswered questions in 
our minds. These questions might or might not at some point be elucidated as when 
an author's story line leads to a climax or denouement. But it is important to 
understand how the Greek word 'musterion' is used in the New Testament 
Scriptures. When God speaks in the person of the Lord Jesus Himself, or through 
His apostles, about 'mysteries' He is dealing with truths once withheld from 
human understanding, but now revealed in God's good time and way. Perhaps 
the clearest and most concise definition in the Scriptures of 'musterion' is in 
Eph.3:4,5, a passage which will be dealt with at greater length by a later 
contributor to this series. Paul speaks of ...the mystery of Christ... which in other 
ages was not made known to the sons of men as it has now been revealed by the 
Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets. This then is the substantial meaning of the 
mysteries we shall be considering; it concerns nothing less than vital divine 
revelation to men and women in this era, or 'dispensation' of grace in which we 
live in expectation of the personal return of the Lord Jesus Christ for His church. 
The teaching concerning that church, which is His body (Eph.1:22-23) constitutes 
one of the most glorious and profound of the mysteries, as we shall see in 
subsequent articles. 

It would be very helpful if readers of Needed Truth took time at this starting point 
of the 2005 series on mysteries to read Paul's words to the Corinthians in his first 
epistle to that church, particularly 1 Cor.2:6-16. In the early chapters of this epistle 
the apostle has much to say about God's wisdom in contrast to human wisdom. 
He disclaims the latter when he says, I... did not come with excellence of speech or 
of wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God (1 Cor.2:l). He went on to further 
dismiss human wisdom in favour of the vastly superior demonstration of the Spirit 
and of power, that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of 
God (1 Cor.2:4-5). 
We should remember that mystery religions were very prevalent in the world into 
which the gospel of Christ was penetrating in those early days of the apostles; and 
their intriguing appeal to the human mind, unenlightened by the Spirit of God, was 
powerful - and still is in various forms to this day. These heretical doctrines of 
demons were closely linked to idolatry and Paul warned the Corinthians in this same 
epistle (1 Cor.10:14) to flee from idolatry. Hidden things have always presented a 
fascination for the human mind and Satan is never slow to feed this with 
falsehood and wrong doctrine. But certain glorious truths that had been concealed 
in earlier ages by God were now being revealed, through the work of the Holy Spirit 
to men and women of faith through God's holy apostles and prophets. The rulers 
of this age (1 Cor.2:8) would never 
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have crucified the Lord of glory had they appreciated the wisdom and purposes 
of God. Their fault was that of sinful human nature, the natural man, from the 
beginning, namely unbelief which is incompatible with receiving divine wisdom. 
But Paul declared, we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery. He had already laid 
down in the first chapter that Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God 
(v.24) to those who are called of God in the gospel. God's revelation had come to 
the apostles through the work of the Holy Spirit about the things which God has 
prepared for those who love Him (1 Cor.2:9). 

As our series of articles on the mysteries unfolds in the pages of this magazine there 
will be spread before us the wonderful range and glory of these things, reaching 
right into the end times when all things will be summed up in Christ. It was the 
same Spirit of God who revealed these things to the apostles endowing them with 
the mind of Christ (1 Cor.2:16) about them and causing them to record the related 
truths in Holy Scripture for our instruction. So we see that thinking God's thoughts 
about the mysteries is immediately relevant to the vital matter of the divine 
inspiration of the Scriptures. 

The Lord Jesus Himself first spoke to His disciples about the mysteries of the 
kingdom of heaven. He declared that it was given to them to know these, while to 
others He spoke in parables (Matt.13:11-13). Again the sin of unbelief had 
produced darkness and hardness of heart as Isaiah had prophesied in the quotation 
referred to by the Lord (Isa.6:9-10). But the fuller enlightenment was to be through 
the apostles. The Lord's final word in the Matt.13 passage reminds us too that many 
prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see and did not see it and to 
hear what you hear and did not hear it (v. 17). 

Is there not an echo of this in 1 Pet.1:9-12? The ancient prophets of Israel inquired 
and searched carefully concerning the grace that would come to you. It was indeed 
the Spirit of Christ Himself who testified through them the sufferings of Christ and 
the glories that would follow ... the things which now have been reported to you ... 
by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven - things which angels desire to look into. 
Should it not stir our hearts to be, like the apostles, the custodians of such 
revelation, and indeed stewards of the mysteries of God? 
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Presentation to God 

David Mitchell, Manchester, England 

Christ's presentation to God 

Now when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were 
completed, they brought Him to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord (Lk.2:22). 

The Lord Jesus was circumcised at just eight days old and it was thirty-three days 
later when His parents presented Him to the Lord, with two young pigeons for an 
offering, which indeed spoke of Him. There's a sense in which He never left this 
position, for He always presented Himself before the Lord, ultimately presenting 
Himself upon the cross of Calvary as a pleasing sacrifice, fulfilling the promise of 
those two young pigeons. The word 'present' in Lk.2 is the Greek word 'paristemi', 
meaning in various contexts 'to offer, to stand something beside, to yield' and we 
see all these aspects in the life of Christ. 

Christ, spotless, offered Thee Himself, 
O what a gift divine! 

The believer's presentation to Christ 
And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, 
yet now He has reconciled in the body of His flesh through death, to present you 
holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight (Col.1:2l,22). 
The One who was Himself presented now presents us, as part of the joy that was set 
before Him. 

This word 'present' is the same Greek word as in Lk.2. A further meaning of the 
word can mean 'to place beside', and this is the thought we have as Christ 
presents us. We are accepted in the Beloved because we stand beside Him. When 
Christ was presented as a young baby He was placed beside His parents when 
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the two young pigeons were offered. Give thanks that that boy was a pleasing 
sacrifice, and now the pigeons are no more, but placed beside Christ is His 
purchased possession. As the pigeons spoke of Christ then, so we should speak 
of Christ now, for we should be imitators of Him. 

Were it left to us to present ourselves in the presence of God, how would we 
respond? We would surely attempt to dress as smartly as possible and coordinate 
our clothes as a church so that He might accept us as a people, being pleasing to the 
eye. 

We must therefore be grateful that when He presents us He has already provided 
the garments of righteousness that we are to wear, being 'clothed in His 
perfections'. The Lord Jesus knows the standards of His Father, and it is the joy of 
our Lord that He might perfect us in the presence of the Almighty, in order that the 
Father might be pleased. What a great assurance that we are 'above shame in His 
sight' for this 'Presenter' of ours is not ashamed to call (us) brethren (Heb.2:11). 

The disciple's self-presentation 

/ beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable 
service (Rom.12:1). 

Knowing first the self-presentation of Christ, and then the presentation of His 
people, surely presenting ourselves must be forefront in our minds. 

It has been helpfully commented, 'In contrast to the slain unreasonable beasts which 
were offered on the altar, the offering here is living, holy and acceptable to God. 
There can be or ought to be no withdrawing of what has been given to God, what 
has been sacrificed to Him, for the offerer's own use thereafter.... The believer is not 
his own property; he is a purchased slave, and therefore he is to glorify God in His 
body.' (J. Miller, "Notes on the Epistles"). 

What a 'call to arms' the apostle Paul is making! The one who presented Himself, 
and who presents us holy and blameless, also wants us to present ourselves living, 
holy and acceptable, and that can only be done through Him. 

Recently, a 'Training for Service' group were excited to learn that when we are asked 
to present ourselves, we are really being asked to 'stand beside' the Lord Jesus. What 
a difference that makes in our witness! That statement gives us so much confidence 
when we approach people who need to hear about our Saviour. The Lord is 
saying, "You don't need to be frightened. I'm already here, just come and stand 
beside Me." Yet more than that, when we kneel to pray to our Father, we are 
placing ourselves beside the altogether lovely One. God wouldn't have us appear 
anywhere else, than right next to His Son. 
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Focus 

Be of Good Cheer 

George Prasher, Manchester, England 

"Be of good cheer!" On four occasions in the gospel records the Lord Jesus 
encouraged the dispirited and stressed with these words. That is how the older 
English versions translate the expression. More recent versions use such variations 
as, "Take heart!" or "Take courage!" They each convey the Master's message to our 
hearts, striking a note of hope and joy as we enter Year 2005. 

Yet the world scene seems pervaded with gloom! The horrific genocide in the 
Sudanese province of Darfur (featured in last month's 'Focus') continues unabated. 
Conflict escalates in Iraq with consequently increased destruction, bloodshed and 
misery. Following the death of Yasser Arafat last November new uncertainties 
beset would-be promoters of peace between Israel and the Palestinians. With vivid 
memories of last year's terrorist outrages such as the Madrid railway bombings and 
the school siege in Southern Russia, the western world is haunted by the 
continuing threat. In the religious world Islam is winning more converts than 
Christianity. Socially, 'gay rights' movements steadily gain ground. All the 
indications point towards fulfilment of the solemn prediction in Isa.60:2, For 
behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and deep darkness the people. 
Nevertheless faith in God's power and promises brings the believer's glad response 
to the call that we should be of good courage: the more so as we recall the 
situations when the Master used the expression. 

Matt.9:2 

Then behold, they brought to Him a paralytic lying on a bed. When Jesus saw their 
faith, He said to the paralytic, "Son, be of good cheer; your sins are forgiven you. 
"Mark and Luke tell us that this was the occasion when the paralytic's four friends 
showed such determination: they 
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went up on the house-top and let him down with his bed through the tiling into the 
midst before Jesus. Was the man fearful that because of past sin in his life Jesus 
would regard him as unworthy to be healed? Was that one reason why the Lord 
first assured him that his sins were forgiven? Perhaps so, although it was clearly 
also the Lord's intention to confirm His authority on earth to forgive sins. With 
what immense relief the paralytic would hear the words, "Be of good cheer." Despite 
all his failure and crippled condition the Saviour's welcome and forgiveness were 
assured. 

Lk.8:48 

And He said to her, "Daughter, be of good cheer; your faith has made you well. 
Go in peace." 

After twelve years' fruitless search for healing this woman had said to herself, "If 
only I may touch His garment, I shall be made well." So she came up from behind 
Jesus and touched the hem of His garment. How startled she was when the Lord 
turned round and asked who had touched Him: ... she came trembling; and 
falling down before Him, she declared to Him ..., ... the reason she had touched Him 
and how she was healed immediately. Again the Lord's, "Be of good cheer," 
brought reassurance in a moment of apprehension and fear. 

Matt.14:26-27 

And when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, 
"It is a ghost!" And they cried out for fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them, 
saying, "Be of good cheer! It is I; do not be afraid." The apostles had struggled 
through the night against contrary winds and battering waves. It was after 3 am 
when they saw a man walking on the sea towards them. Little wonder they cried 
out for fear! But all fear was dispelled by their Master's, "Be of good cheer." His 
renewed presence with them brought calm of mind and heart, and relief from 
contrary wind and wave. 

Jn 16:33 

"In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the 
world." 

What forebodings filled the hearts of the apostles as the Lord Jesus spoke to them 
on the eve of His crucifixion! How overpowering the forces of darkness in the 
world must have seemed to them that night! Nevertheless He urges, "Be of good 
courage." They were to take heart, to take courage, because their Lord and Master 
had overcome the world. 
May we share that confidence, whatever the year ahead may hold for us! 
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A New Year's Message 

Jim Seddon, Liverpool, England 

(Please read Mal.3:16; Heb.3:6) 

In the Scriptures God often marks important events. For example, in Ex.12:1-2, 
God said to Moses and Aaron concerning His deliverance of His people from the 
land of Egypt: This month shall be your beginning of months; it shall be the first 
month of the year to you. It was the month Abib which means, 'sprouting or 
budding', the evidence of the winter past and the summer at hand. What appears 
to be dead, now springs to life and this was about to be true of the children of Israel. 
They were to be brought out of the winter of their experience as slaves in Egypt, 
and brought into the summer of their freedom to serve their God as His separated 
people. God marked it as the beginning of months, the first month of each year and 
they were not to forget it. 

As we stand on the threshold of a new year, we draw attention to an important date 
in the history of the Churches of God: the year 1893. 112 years ago 'golden 
lampstands' were emerging in various parts of the world as Churches of God were 
planted, to be linked together in a collective testimony, referred to by Paul as, the 
Fellowship of His (God's) Son, Jesus Christ our Lord (1 Cor.1:9). 

God was again giving a vision of a spiritual house answering to the Tabernacle of 
old which was but a shadow of the good things to come (Heb.10:l). It was to our 
spiritual forebears at that time that God revealed the significance of such 
scriptures as Acts 2:41,42, Eph.2:19-22, and 1 Pet.2:5. Thus was given to them 
the pattern for God's spiritual house on earth in which He could dwell among a 
separated, sanctified people. They heard the call of God and, in loving obedience 
to Him, they separated 
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from all they saw was contrary to the revealed will of God. They were willing to buy 
the truth and not to sell it (Prov.23:23). 

We have before us two dates: January 1893 and January 2005, between them a period of 
time now passed into the annals of history. We have so much to thank our God for in 
the preservation of His testimony over the past 112 years. But what of the future? The 
Lord Jesus asked the question that is so relevant to us in our day, "When the Son of man 
comes, will He really find (the) faith on the earth?" (Lk.18:8). We long to be able to 
say with full confidence, "Of course He will," but what if He should not come within 
the next 20 or 30 years? Will there still be churches of God in existence? 

We believe there are two prominent lines of truth in both the Old and the New 
Testaments, which underlie the unity the Lord Jesus prayed for in Jn 17: a unity that 
binds God's people together. They are (a) positional truth which finds its expression 
in a people separated from all that is ecclesiastically outside the divine pattern of 
worship and service; and (b) conditional truth, that finds its expression in a people 
who are sanctified from the world, its pleasures and its politics - a people following our 
Lord Jesus outside the camp, sharing in His reproach, as separated from a world that 
hated Christ. 

Heb.3:6 reminds us that God's spiritual house is essentially conditional, whose house 
we are if we holdfast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end. The 'if 
here is one of condition and the confidence is (a) because we are conditionally right 
with God so that our hearts do not condemn us (1 Jn 3:21) and (b) because we are 
rejoicing in the hope: the Lord Jesus in the presence of God as the representative of His 
people to plead our cause there. All this depends upon us holding fast, positionally and 
conditionally. 

The Malachi scripture (Mal.3:16) is an encouragement to all who respond to the call 
of God into the Fellowship of His Son for there is such a similarity between the days 
in which they lived and those in which we live. So much to discourage, but so much to 
encourage. So many pressures, but so much power to overcome. So much to weaken, 
but so much to give us strength. There is now another year stretching before us unless 
the Lord's coming is imminent. A year that will have its trials and tribulations, its joys 
and its sorrows, and we all long, (whatever the future may hold) to walk in step with 
Him and with each other, but how do we do this? The same way God's remnant did in 
Malachi's day: Then those who feared the LORD spoke to one another. 

We suggest that they were speaking about their God and His love in bringing them back 
to rebuild His house. The Lord was thrilled with their testimony on earth before men so 
He recorded that testimony in heaven before His angels. Is there a book of remembrance 
written in heaven concerning His remnant today? We are sure there is. 
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The High Priest 

Bob Butler, Halifax, England 

Honour due to him 

The Israelites would gaze upon Aaron their high priest with a sense of awe when 
they saw him dressed for service in his priestly garments of glory and beauty -
those garments that displayed characteristics of God Himself (see Ex.28:2). What 
honour, what reverence was due to the man through whose offices a holy God 
accepted them, His people! 

Important as Aaron was in his position as Israel's high priest, he was no more than 
a shadow or reflection of our Lord Jesus Christ, whom we know as a high priest, 
who has taken His seat at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the 
heavens (Heb.8:l). The Father has given all judgment to the Son so that all may 
honour Him (see Jn 5:22,23). His people should surely honour Him in every 
aspect of their lives, and so please the Father. 

We have mentioned Aaron's special attire, but all the Levitical priests had 
specified clothing, and they had to pay attention to their cleansing and their dress 
when they were to serve God as priests (see Ex.40:12-15). We have no specific 
instructions as to dress when we come to worship God in this dispensation of grace, 
but it is surely worth remembering what God expected of His special servants 
under the old covenant. Our demeanour - and there is more than clothing involved 
in that - will often display our attitude, therefore we should take care how we 
present ourselves in God's service. This is not to commend the wearing of 
ostentatious clothing, but there should be regard for cleanliness, tidiness and 
modesty when we are involved in the worship service of a holy God. We must 
have reverence for, and give due honour to God the Father and His Son our great 
High Priest. 
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His headdress 

There is something instructive in all the garments of the high priest, but we shall 
confine our consideration to his headdress: The plate of pure gold that was to be 
attached to his turban, traditionally called the mitre. 

"You shall also make a plate of pure gold and shall engrave on it, like the 
engravings of a seal, 'Holy to the LORD.' You shall fasten it on a blue cord, and it 
shall be on the turban; it shall be at the front of the turban. It shall be on Aaron's 
forehead, and Aaron shall take away the iniquity of the holy things which the sons of 
Israel consecrate, with regard to all their holy gifts; and it shall always be on his 
forehead, that they may be accepted before the LORD" (Ex.28:36-38). 
His separateness 

This plate of pure gold is said to have been like the petal of a flower (Jamieson 
Fausset and Brown) stretching right across the forehead. It is called a crown in 
Ex.29:6. It was engraved, probably in one line across, with the words Holy to the 
LORD. This beautiful crown, worn in such a clearly observable place was not so 
much a designation of the high priest's personal character, but an indication that he 
was separated to God from the rest. It proclaimed his separateness. In this he 
typified the Lord Jesus Christ our great high priest, of whom it is written, He was 
holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners (Heb.7:26). 

His purity 

Of course, to typify Christ or to be Christ-like one must have concern for personal 
purity of life. The high priest was also to be holy in the sense of clean and pure, and 
so were those who were associated with him. Whenever there was sin or 
uncleanness it had to be dealt with by the shedding of blood. The whole nation of 
Israel should have had the status of a holy nation if they had been obedient to God's 
voice and kept His covenant (see Ex.19:5-6). It is good for us to consider, and re-
consider the holiness required of those who represent God's spiritual house. 
Besides separateness, purity is inherent in the word holiness - purity that will 
expose and emphasise in our experience the unclean or profane. One's eyes may 
grow so accustomed to darkness as to be able to see sufficiently well to move about, 
even to walk in it, but after coming out of light into darkness it is very hard to see at 
all. In a spiritual sense, let us remain in the light where we shall be preserved from 
the need to find our way in the darkness! In God there is no darkness (see 1 Jn 
1:5). The saint of God must know how to distinguish between light and darkness - 
between the holy and profane. We must know that the profane is not acceptable 
in the 
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service of God, whether that service is considered to be of holy priesthood 
character or otherwise. Our service is to be in newness of the Spirit (Rom.7:6), 
and our worship in spirit and truth (Jn 4:24). Let us remember that we as God's 
people are called a holy nation, a people for God's own possession (1 Pet.2:9), 
and we are to be holy in all our behaviour (see 1 Pet.1:14-15). Clearly, God's 
people being in a position of holiness, separateness to the Lord, should display a 
purity of life - they are required to be what they are. 

He takes away iniquity 

The high priest's gold crown was to be always on his forehead so that the sons of 
Israel would be accepted before the Lord. They prepared and presented their holy 
gifts for the Lord, but there was iniquity associated with those holy gifts (Ex.28:38), 
and it had to be taken away. The high priest was fitted for this duty. The clean 
white turban he wore would speak to God of the perfect righteousness of His Son, 
and the gold crown we have been considering would speak of the His holiness and 
divinity. God's Son, who would come to earth and accomplish His sacrificial work, 
would by His offering perfect His holy ones, so that their service would be 
acceptable to the Father, without any vestige of iniquity, of self or the flesh. Is it not 
true that there are times - even when it is our purpose to honour God with our 
thanksgiving and praises, when we are aware there is something of self in our 
presentation? Yet, thanks be to God such iniquity of the holy things is taken away 
by our great High Priest. For by one offering He has perfected for all time those 
who are sanctified (Heb.10:14). After having completely satisfied God with regard 
to cleansing the sins and iniquities of His people He sat down at the right hand of 
the Majesty on high (Heb.1:3). 

His people are accepted 

How the sons of Israel must have rejoiced as they realized that not only the gifts 
they had set apart for God, but they themselves would be accepted by Him 
through the office of their high priest. Are we not also thankful when we consider 
how our glorious High Priest - in whom we see the absolute holiness of God - 
presents the thank offerings of His people acceptably and without imperfection in 
the majesty of God's presence? 

For us He wears the mitre 
Where holiness shines bright; 
For us His robes are whiter 
Than heaven's unsullied light. (Mrs Peters) 

(Verbatim quotes from NASB) 
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Opened Secrets 

2. The Mystery of God, 
even Christ 

Ian Penn, Nottingham, England 

Announcing the Mystery 

Truth about the nature of God, so mysterious to our human minds, was hidden in 
the Scriptures until it was triumphantly revealed in the New Testament. There, the 
resolution of the mystery is to be found in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He is revealed as ... God's mystery, that is, Christ Himself, in whom are hidden all 
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge (Col.2:2,3). There, too, we learn that the 
heart of the relationship between Christ and God lies in the fact that Christ is the 
eternal Son of God His eternal Father. Though this is not explicitly stated in the 
Old Testament, once revealed, it may readily be seen to be concealed there. 

In contrast to the Old Testament, the New Testament is flooded with clear references 
to the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God. Well over a hundred occur in the 
Gospels alone, more than half in the Gospel by John. Indeed this truth is 
discernible in every book of the New Testament apart from Philemon, 3 Jn and 
Jude. Frequency, however, is not everything since the sole reference in the Acts 
(which is to Paul straightaway proclaiming that Jesus is the Son of God) is so 
powerful and is, to a degree, overwhelming in itself (Acts 9:20). 

Unveiling the Mystery 

A survey of Matthew, Mark and Luke shows that the prime issue is not only 
demonstrating that the lowly Man of Nazareth is the Son of God, but getting men to 
believe it and believe in Him. The range of persons 



 

2005-14 

attesting to His divine Sonship is substantial; Luke's Gospel may be taken as 
representative. It includes the testimony of angels (Lk.1:32,35), the Lord Himself 
(Lk.2:49; Lk.10:21,22; Lk.22:42; Lk.23:34), and God the Father (Lk.3:22; Lk.9:35). 
It includes the Lord's enemies such as the Devil (Lk.4:3,9, the 'if here being the 'if 
of reason), demons (Lk.4:41; Lk.8:28), His human enemies and accusers, who 
were the only persons to express doubt about His deity (Lk.5:21 [though this 
contests His deity rather than His Sonship], Lk.22:70 and see Matt.27:40,43) and 
last, but most significantly, it embraces those who had believed on Him. 

For the same is true in John's Gospel, which was written that readers might believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing... may have life in His 
name (Jn 20:31). In its opening (Jn 1:1-18) we are told of three matters which are 
repeated in the epistles in two summaries of what it means to be the Son of God 
(Col.l:14-20; Heb.l:l-14). These concern the unique relationships of the Lord 
Jesus: to His Father, to creation, and to man. 

The Son and the Father 

The Lord's unique relation to His Father is described in older versions of the 
English Bible (and in the margins of the newer) by the words 'only begotten' used 
of Him only by John (Jn 1:14,18; Jn 3:16,18; 1 Jn 4:9). What this means may be 
seen by the Lord's words such as "1 and the Father are one" (Jn 10:30), "... the 
Father is in me, and I in the Father" (Jn 10:38 and Jn 17:21), "... if you knew Me, 
you would know My Father also" (Jn 8:19), "... the Father knows Me and I know the 
Father" (Jn 10:15), "... he who sees Me sees the One who sent Me" (Jn 12:45), "... 
He who believes in Me, does not believe in Me but in Him who sent Me" (Jn 
12:44). His claim to be the Son of God was understood by His enemies to be a 
claim of equality with God (Jn 5:18,19, see also Jn 19:7), a claim which embraced 
eternity of being as illustrated by his reply, "... before Abraham was born, I am" (Jn 
8:58). Here He did not simply say that He existed before Abraham, or even before 
the world was (Jn 17:5) but, by using the present tense, He claimed His eternal 
existence, and was understood to do so by His enemies (Jn 8:58,59). 

Thus, the Lord's words, though but a part of what He said and what is said in the 
Scriptures about Him, clarify what is meant by His being the image of the invisible 
God and the very image of His substance (Col.l:15, Heb.l:3 RV). They show the 
Son to be identical in nature to His Father, both being individual persons yet, 
with the Holy Spirit as we know from other scriptures, to be an eternal being. 
Hence the use of the word 'begotten' does not mean 'beginning' or 'origin' as it does 
with human-kind. It forces us to realise that we are beyond the limits of our 
understanding with regard to such issues, and so to proceed with humility towards 
knowledge of God and His Son. 
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The Son and Creation 

The opening verses of John's Gospel and the book of Hebrews begin with the deity 
of the Son, who made all things, and then they deal with His relationship to man. 
Colossians, however, shows that 'all things' includes not only the realms of the 
unseen, but created, spiritual beings whom He pre-existed. It also shows that all owe 
their continued existence to Him and, particularly, that they have been made for His 
pleasure. That is what it means to be the first-born or pre-eminent One, of all 
creation. Not only does He hold this position by right of having made all things, 
but also because His Father had made Him heir of all things (Heb.l:2). 

In the Gospel by John, His creative power and authority are shown in that what are 
miracles to man are but works to the Son (Jn 5:36; Jn 7:21; Jn 10:25,32,38; Jn 
14:11,12; Jn 15:24) and are carefully chosen as a witness or sign, pointing to Him and 
His teaching. Since His work in creation ceased (Gen.2:l-3) and yet He said "My 
Father is working until now, and I Myself am working" (Jn 5:17), it is clear that the 
Lord has in mind His work in meeting the spiritual needs of man. 

The Lord's creatorship is taken a step further, however, when He speaks of 
possessing the authority and power in Himself to create life and to use it in 
connection with greater works. These works are the Resurrection of the Dead and 
their Judgement. Here He is Author of a new creation, which for the believer in 
Him begins at the new birth, and for those who die in their sins, means eternal 
death (Jn 5:21-29; Jn 3:16-19,35,36; Jn 10:24-39). So, the Creator as a Man was 
engaged in the work of redemption from the outset of His earthly ministry, when 
Andrew said, "We have found the Messiah", and Philip, "We have found Him of 
whom Moses ... wrote", and Nathanael, "... You are the Son of God" (Jn 
1:41,45,49) until He left His disciples to conduct similar but greater works in His 
Name after His departure (Jn 14:12). But, the apostles' generation did not perform 
greater miracles than those of the Lord; they performed similar ones in His Name 
which thus testified that they were the continuers of His work. So, we consider 
these greater works to be those involved in the establishment of the first churches 
of God in the extraordinary outworking of the Father's will and the Spirit's 
indwelling power beginning at Pentecost. 

The Son and Man 

The Son is the image of the invisible God, the image of God's substance and, since 
an image is to be seen, it is hardly surprising that He is the effulgence of God's 
glory, the One who declares Him in a blaze of glory to men and other 
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created beings (Col.1:15; Heb.l:3 RV; Jn 1:14,18). The Lord had a visible glory 
associated with deity which He laid aside to come to earth and resumed on His 
ascension (Mk.8:38; Matt.25:31; Lk.9:30-32; Jn 12:41; Jn 17:5,24). In the future it 
appears to be the means by which men see to serve God (Rev.21:23) but John's 
Gospel refers to another kind of glory by which men see to serve God. It is a divine 
glory of inner nature and character, full of such virtues as grace and truth, 
continually displayed by the Son for all to see the nature of eternal life, though 
veiled in flesh during His earthly life (Jn 1:14, 16-18; 1 Jn 1:1-4). 

This glory as presented in John's Gospel, at first appears to be that of a 
subordinate person derived from a superior, but closer examination shows it again 
to be part of the mystery of God. Thus, the Lord, repeatedly says He has been sent 
by the Father (Jn 5:37; Jn 6:38,44,57; Jn 7:16,28,33; Jn 8:18,29; Jn 12:45; Jn 
14:28). He says certain things have been given to Him by the Father such as the 
authority to give life and to judge (Jn 5:21,26,27). The Father has also given to 
Him people (Jn 6:37; Jn 10:29; Jn17:9), and things, including the Son's glory (Jn 
16:15; Jn 17:22). Most particularly, the Lord says His very teaching was given to Him 
as a commandment (Jn 7:16; Jn 10:18; Jn 12:49); that what He spoke He had heard 
from, been taught by, and seen with His Father (Jn 8:26,28,38,40). 

The heart of this mystery is also revealed, for the Son can do nothing of Himself, 
but only the will of Him that sent Him, and never sought to do His own will (Jn 
5:19,30; Jn 6:38). This demonstrates that subjection is at the very heart of the 
Godhead; it is not that the Son is instructed and sent as an inferior on the mission of 
redemption (and all else). It is that Equals are in such agreement in their eternal 
counsels that it is entirely appropriate that the Son who always does what pleases 
the Father (Jn 8:29) should carry out His will even if it means occupying the lowly 
place (Jn 14:28). 

When a person becomes subject to the will of God in the person of the Son of God - 
believing on Him as the substitutionary sacrifice at Calvary - that person 
becomes a child of God. Not only so, but he is in receipt of far greater blessing than 
the spiritual minors of a previous regime, for he is a son of God (Gal.3:26; 4:6). It is 
small wonder that the process of spiritual growth by subjection to the 
commandments of the Son will lead the child of God to be Christ-like, a true son of 
God (Rom.8:14; Gal.4:19). It is small wonder, too, that when the Lord prayed for 
disciples who were to prove their subjection to Him by being gathered together in 
churches of God, He prayed that they should be so together as the Father and the 
Son (Jn 17:11,21,22). Hence it is no surprise to find that, today, the house of God, 
composed of those churches of God, has over it the Son of God (Heb.3:6). It is 
small wonder, too, that when all shall see Him openly, know Him, learn and be 
subject to His rule, the mystery of God will cease to be so (Rev.l0:7). 
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The Transformed Life 

Eric Willis, Liverpool, England 

We stood and watched, fascinated by the skill and creativity of the woodcarver. A 
rough piece of wood, probably just cast aside as only fit for burning, was being 
transformed into an object of beauty and worth. Slowly and painstakingly he was 
chiselling and shaping the wood following the desired pattern. On the bench were 
some of the tools he was using, sharp chisels of various shapes and sizes, and 
knives and small scalpels. The skill of the woodcarver was seen in the way he 
handled the tools to perform the task of shaping the wood into the finished object. 

Made in the image of God 

In the works of God's creation man stood alone, distinctly different from the 
animals already created. The divine purpose was to have a creative being with 
whom He could have fellowship and communion. Man's place in creation is 
unique. God breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living 
being (Gen.2:7). God gave man the unique place of having dominion over the 
living creatures that He had created. Man was made by God in His image and 
likeness, but sin has marred His handiwork. Yet through His redemptive grace 
and mercy, His born-again children are predestined to be conformed to the image of 
His Son (Rom.8:29). What a blessed prospect: We know that when He is revealed, 
we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is (1 Jn 3:2). 

It is God's desire that, here and now, there should be a transforming of our lives. 
His hand can guide and shape us. Sometimes the cuts may be deep and 
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penetrating, at other times a gentle removing of the imperfections that spoil and 
blemish the image. His wisdom is infinite and His love beyond measure. May we 
know what it is to yield to His touch, so that we become more like Him, our 
glorious Lord, whose face we soon shall see. The skilled woodcarver had joy 
and pleasure in his work; we have been created anew by God for His praise and 
glory. 

New creatures in Christ 
The transforming process begins with conversion, a new life, a life born from 
above. The penalty of sin having been dealt with, we each become a new creature 
in Christ. This transformation affects every part of our lives, our relationship with 
God as we seek to grow in grace and knowledge, our home life, our service for the 
Lord and our witness to the world. Our great longing and desire must surely be, to 
have a deepening appreciation of Christ and become like Him in our daily lives. 
Much of this process is done as we experience the stillness of God's presence and 
wait upon Him in prayer. It is often in the secret place that the work of shaping of 
our lives is done. When Moses came down from the mount after being in the 
presence of God his face shone. The radiance and glory of God was reflected in his 
face yet Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone while he talked with Him 
(Ex.34:29). When Stephen stood before those who sat in the council they saw his 
face as the face of an angel (Acts 6:15). Such was the effect of being in the 
presence of God. 

God is able to transform 

God often works in ways that we cannot understand, but His loving hand is 
moulding the yet incomplete image within us. Difficulties, disappointments and 
trials may distress and try our faith, but God is able to change and transform lives 
if we are willing and submissive to Him. The woodcarver was seeking to create an 
object of beauty and worth. God's great purpose in us, those who have trusted in 
Christ, is that we should be to the praise of His glory. 

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are 
being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of 
the Lord (2 Cor.3:18). 
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Post-Arafat Prospect 

George Prasher, Manchester, England 

The ever changing kaleidoscope of Middle Eastern political activity was further 
complicated towards the end of 2004 by two major factors. First came the 
unilateral initiative by Israel's Premier Sharon to remove Israeli settlers from Gaza. 
There followed the death of Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, leaving a power 
vacuum as rival candidates sought recognition as his successor. 

Stalemate had overtaken the 'peace process' when Sharon took the view that further 
negotiations with Yasser Arafat were futile until he repressed supporters who 
continued in acts of terrorism against Israel. The United States tended to accept this 
view. It was felt that Arafat could not be trusted, making promises of peaceful 
cooperation at the negotiating table, but at the same time countenancing terrorist 
activities. 

Arafat's death had a profound effect among the rank and file of ordinary 
Palestinians. He was to the man in the street a father figure who had espoused their 
cause and forced the 'Palestinian question' on to the international agenda. His 
departure left a vacuum hard to fill because he'd avoided nominating anyone else to 
succeed him. Contention over future leadership was predictable. The most 
influential political group, Fatah, officially supported Mahmoud Abbas, a 
relatively moderate but elderly administrator under Arafat even though the middle-
aged leader of the radical wing of Fatah, Marwan Barghouti, had far greater 
charismatic appeal. 

Having broken off negotiations with Arafat, Premier Sharon nevertheless realized 
that international opinion was largely opposed to the expansion of Israeli 
settlements in territories formerly under Palestinian control. He shrewdly decided 
that Israel should voluntarily give up its settlement in Gaza. This gesture of 
cooperation by vacating a settlement within the Palestinian Authority's territory 
was particularly  
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welcomed by the United States. Within Israel the abandonment of the Gaza 
settlement was seen by more orthodox and nationalistic elements as a betrayal. The 
settlers themselves were fiercely opposed to vacating their hard won foothold in 
what they regarded as part of Israel's God-given heritage. 

When Abram was ninety-nine years of age God changed his name to Abraham, 
which means 'father of a multitude' (Gen.17:5). He added: "I will make you 
exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from 
you." One of those nations derived from Ishmael, occupying territory in Paran, 
the north-east part of the Sinai Peninsula (Gen.21:21). Others were descendants 
of Abraham's sons by his concubines such as Keturah (Gen.25:l-6). They had been 
sent away eastward, away from Isaac his son, to the country of the east. From Esau 
came the Edomites, as detailed in Gen.36. It was predicted of Ishmael: 
"He shall be a wild man; His hand shall be against every man, 
And every man's hand against him. 
And he shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren" (Gen.16:12). 
Isaac foretold about Esau: 
"By your sword shall you live, and you shall serve your brother; And it shall come to 
pass, when you become restless, That you shall break his yoke from your neck" 
(Gen.27:40). 
Old Testament history illustrates the outworking of these prophecies regarding the 
antagonistic attitudes of two nations which sprang from Abraham. Palestinians 
and other Arabic peoples in modern times claim Abraham as their father. Today 
these nations tend to have frequent differences among themselves, but share a 
common hostility to Israel. Nor will that attitude be modified at the critical time of 
the end, as Ps.83 confirms: 
They have taken crafty counsel against Your people, 
And consulted together against Your sheltered ones. 
They have said, "Come, and let us cut them off from being a nation, 
That the name of Israel may be remembered no more." 
For they have consulted together with one consent; 
They form a confederacy against You: 
The tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites; Moab and the Hagrites ... (Ps.83:3-6) 
In the light of prophetic Scripture the believer watches with fascination yet 
sadness the ongoing struggle between peoples with common descent from their 
great forefather Abraham. Despite national animosities, how precious to realize 
that through the gospel of God's grace both Arabs and Jews are individually still 
being reconciled to God in one body through the cross, thereby putting to death 
the enmity (Eph.2:16). 
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Triumph of the Crucified 

David Hyland, Middlesbrough, England 

The message of the crucified Christ was primary in Paul's preaching; this was 
particularly evident in his preaching at Corinth and in subsequent letters. He 
preached not only that Christ was once crucified, but that He continues in His 
character as the crucified One. Christ's cross-work, the basis of the atonement, is 
completed; the benefits of His sacrifice are forever fresh and available. The 
crucifixion of Christ is a matter of permanent significance, not simply an historical 
event. It is Paul's firm conviction of the abiding efficacy of the crucifixion that 
leads him to say that he will not boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ 
(Gal.6:14). The continuing validity of the cross-work of Christ destroys the teaching 
of the Judaizers, who propagated the heresy that the Cross needed to be 
supplemented by law-keeping for salvation. The death of Christ is the only basis 
upon which God will forgive the believing sinner. It is not possible to supplement 
the cross-work of Christ or to detract from it. Who shall bring a charge against 
God's elect? It is God who justifies (Rom.8:33). 

The crucifixion of Christ with its resultant benefits was the focal point of Paul's 
dynamic preaching. Men and women were challenged by a message which cut 
across their preconceived notions. The gospel takes no account of racial 
differences and makes no concessions to intellectual achievements. The gospel 
lays it to the charge of both Jews and Greeks (Gentiles) that they are all under sin 
(Rom.3:9). Human depravity and the awful nature of sin are clearly revealed by the 
Cross. The nature of God is also revealed there. This is the supreme 
demonstration that God is love (1 Jn 4:8). 
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Names and Titles of the Lord Jesus 

1. Introduction 

John Terrell, Carlisle, England 

In this series of articles we are making a study of the names and titles of the Lord 
Jesus Christ in the Scriptures. Those who love and aspire to serve the Saviour 
readily identify with Paul when he wrote to the Philippians, I also count all things 
loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, continuing with 
the words, that I may gain Christ, and again, that I may know Him and the power of 
His resurrection (Phil.3:8,10). One of the ways in which we may enhance our 
knowledge of Him is through an understanding of His names and titles. It was 
David, another great man of God, who expressed himself in sublime poetry in 
Ps.8, O LORD, our Lord, How excellent is Your name in all the earth, Who set 
Your glory above the heavens! 
He Himself said, "Learn from Me," and He promised rest of soul to those who do. 
We shall learn of Him by examining the divine Name in some of its lovely and 
expressive forms. An excellent Name indeed is His and Paul strongly encouraged 
the Philippian church of God to approve the things that are excellent (Phil.l:10). 

In the book of Proverbs there are many wide-ranging, wise sentiments and poetic 
statements about the Person and ways of God. Some are called 'oracles' or 
'utterances' and they are placed there by the Holy Spirit for our meditation and 
enlightenment. One very interesting one is in Prov.30, where a wise man called 
Agur declares to his friends, Surely I am more stupid than any man, 
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And do not have the understanding of a man. 
I neither learned wisdom 
Nor have knowledge of the Holy One. 

That was a very honest and candid confession of his own limitations! Then he goes 
on, 
Who has ascended into heaven, or descended? 
Who has gathered the wind in His fists? 
Who has bound the waters in a garment? 
Who has established all the ends of the earth? 
What is His name, and what is His Son's name, if you know? 

And Agur adds further wise words beginning with, Every word of God is pure. 

Do not the words, Who has gathered the wind in His fists? immediately carry us in 
thought to a raging tempest on the sea of Galilee? Can we not hear again the calm 
majestic command of Deity, "Peace, be still!" and share again the awe and 
amazement of the fishermen of the lake as they whispered among themselves, 
"Who can this be, that even the wind and the sea obey Him!" Said Agur the wise 
man of Proverbs, 
What is His name, and what is His Son's name, if you know? 

If the disciples were in any doubt about this, that doubt did not last long. As soon as 
their fishing boat reached the shore they had the answer, and from a most 
unexpected source. Two demon-possessed men came screaming down the hillside 
crying out, "What have we to do with You, Jesus ... the Holy One of God!" The 
Master rebuked the demons, but not for calling Him by the wrong name. For, as 
the epistle of James declares, Even the demons believe -and tremble! (Jas.2:19) 
What is His Son's name? asked Agur. 

Some of the names of the Lord Jesus in the Bible are names or titles that God His 
Father gave Him, or will yet give Him in the future. The precious name 'Jesus' was 
decreed by the Father to Joseph who was to be the head of the Nazareth family into 
which the Lord was virgin-born. The title 'Servant' was also given by God to His 
Son in the prophetic scriptures. "Behold! My Servant ..." (Isa.42:1). And looking into 
the future in the book of Revelation we are told that the glorious Person on the white 
horse is called Faithful and True and KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS; 
and in addition, He has a name written that no-one knows but Himself (Rev. 
19:11-16). 
Then again, some of the Lord's designations were given to Him by others. To John, 
the remarkable forerunner of the Christ, it was given to apply that title which has 
come to mean so much to all His own, and to encapsulate the 
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wonder of His redemptive work, namely Lamb of God. That is one name we shall 
be looking at if we are to feel the power of its gentle and sacrificial message. And 
we remember how the Lord Jesus challenged the rich young man who approached 
Him with the words, "Good Teacher, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal 
life?" He was not wrong in calling Jesus 'good', but little understood the true and 
profound significance of his words. Do we not also all too often speak of the Lord 
in terms of His truly wonderful names and titles but with scant appreciation of their 
truly deep and eternal meaning? Perhaps our study together will help us in that 
regard. 

Of outstanding importance too are some of the names the Lord Jesus gave 
Himself. Some of the most wonderful of these are in the book of Revelation. 
"I am the Alpha and the Omega" (Rev.1:8); "I am the Root and the Offspring of 
David, the Bright and Morning Star"  (Rev.22:16)  to  mention but two., And, 
of course, in the Gospel according to John, the Lord joins to His supreme 'lam' 
title a very special series of designations, including, "lam the bread of life"; "I 
am the door"; "I am the vine" - and others. 

Yet perhaps one of the loveliest, if not the most immediately arresting, is the 
title by which the Lord refers to Himself in the gospels, 'Son of Man'. This is 
another we must examine, for it is expressive of so much that concerns the eternal 
counsels of God in salvation. It sums up so much that is involved in the 
incarnation of the Son of God and His amazing eternal identification 
with us in our humanity. 

So we have a wide canvas to paint and by no means will we be able to cover it all; 
but if we can share some of the richness of the colour and form of the names and 
titles of our Lord, we will surely derive great benefit and spiritual uplift together. 
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Opened Secrets 

3. The Great Mystery of 

Leonard Ross, Aberdeen, Scotland 

"These who have turned the world upside down have come here too," was the 
charge brought against Paul and Silas by some of the Jews of Thessalonica (Acts 
17:6). Paul and Silas, ordinary men, were preaching an extraordinary message based 
on an extraordinary Man. 

Simply put, the message was, "This Jesus whom I preach to you is the Christ." In a 
largely pagan world, a message which directed men to the living God of heaven 
and His Son was revolutionary in those early days. It was a prominent and essential 
element of the witness of the house of God, which is the church of the living God, 
the pillar and ground of the truth (1 Tim.3:15) and is described in the following 
verse by Paul to Timothy as the mystery of godliness. In a beautiful hymn he 
expands on this and we will follow Paul as he shows that to understand 'godliness' we 
have to look at the Person and life of the Lord Jesus Christ who, as God ... 

... was manifested in the flesh Justified in the Spirit... 
Without beginning or decline, 
Object of faith and not of sense.      (Cowper) 

We don't have to explain the mystery which is God's, rather allow faith to rest on 
divine revelation granted through the new birth and rejoice that the eternal God so 
loved us to give the only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father to declare 
Himself here on earth (Jn 1:18). 
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Sometimes, perhaps, we are a bit like Philip who said to the Lord, "Show us the 
Father, and it is sufficient for us" (Jn 14:8); as it were, "Lord, just a little bit more 
...". But those who saw the Lord Jesus saw the Father also. The implication of 
godliness is the revelation of God in Christ; there is no more for the present. Like 
'the faith', it is once for all delivered, and the clear challenge of the subject is to 
reflect in our own lives the attitude of Paul, The life which I now live in the flesh I 
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me (Gal.2:20). 

In the opening of his gospel account, John confronts us with eternity, 
introducing us to the Word who has no beginning; whatever point in time or 
eternity we may choose, the Word 'is'. The One whom we now know as Lord Jesus 
Christ is eternal, distinct from God the Father and yet equal with Him. Yet - and 
this is the greatness of the mystery of godliness - the Word became flesh. This is a 
divine revelation that thrills the born-again believer, that the Eternal chose not 
only to die, but to be born! The fact of His humanity never compromises His deity 
and, conversely, His humanity is never compromised by His deity. 

Paul recognises both as he opens his letter to the Romans ... born of the seed of 
David according to the flesh, and declared to be the Son of God with power 
according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead. It was not 
difficult for John having heard, seen, looked upon, and handled concerning the Word 
of life (1 Jn 1:1) to conclude that the signs which he witnessed done by the Lord 
proclaimed that, Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God (Jn 20:31). 

When the Lord said to His disciples, "In the world you will have tribulation; but be 
of good cheer, I have overcome the world" (Jn 16:33), what did He mean? At that 
stage in His life He could look back and feel justified -vindicated - in His own 
spirit, that in all things He had fulfilled His mission: "I have glorified You on the 
earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do" (Jn 17:4). Anointed 
with the Holy Spirit and with power He went about doing good and healing ...for 
God was with Him (Acts 10:38). Through all the trials and challenges of living 
the will of God from early days in Nazareth to that present moment, He had 
overcome. All the detail of what happened in the years He spent there are hidden 
from us: in the home with all the spread of family life; at work with all the 
pressures; in the synagogue. His delight in the law of God would inevitably bring 
conflict, but He 'overcame', proof of which is seen when the Father opened the 
heavens to declare, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased," and 
further confirmed when the Spirit alighted on Him. Justified indeed, in the Spirit! 
And was that gracious 
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One ever more comfortable than when He indwelt Jesus of Nazareth? Nothing in 
that life to grieve or quench Him! 

The Spirit was so closely associated with every moment of His life, from the early 
promise to Mary that, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you," to the testimony of 
His resurrection (Rom.1:4). And of course it was through the eternal Spirit (He) 
offered Himself... to God (Heb.9:14). That same Spirit, the Lord promised, "will take 
of what is Mine and declare it to you" (Jn 16:14). The whole life of Jesus was the 
triumph of godliness over worldliness. In every sense He was justified in the 
Spirit. 

... seen by angels, preached among the Gentiles (nations) 
 
Before God sent His Son, He sent the angel Gabriel to reveal His purposes in 
Mary that through her the Son would come into the world. To the angelic hosts 
was given the great joy of announcing the news to wondering shepherds near 
Bethlehem. Angels would minister to Him in the days of His wilderness trial and 
in His battle in Gethsemane, and what were the thoughts of the two who sat in 
His empty tomb? Like the cherubim of the tabernacle days whose faces gazed on 
the Mercy Seat, the angelic hosts gazed earthward desiring to fathom the wonders   
of redemption in the unfolding prophecies and experiences of their Creator's   
suffering (1 Pet.1:12). Were they also captivated by the greatness of the 
mystery of godliness that God the Son should adopt a less dignified sphere than 
they enjoyed that He might taste death for everyone?   

 

And what angels learned by seeing, Gentile nations learned through the preaching. 
How the apostle Peter struggled with the concept that the gospel of Jesus Christ was 
for all nations! Acts 10 describes his learning curve. God was teaching him a great 
lesson, and he was beginning to grasp that God shows no partiality. The gospel of 
Jesus Christ was the gospel of the One who is Lord of all - Jew and Gentile, and 
angels too! The message to Jew and Gentile was the same: Jesus of Nazareth, 
anointed by God with the Holy Spirit and with power, did good, was killed, God 
raised Him up and showed Him openly, 
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whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins. It was the message which 
declared the great mystery of godliness revealed to all who in faith would accept 
it. 

... believed on in the world, received up in glory 

And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall 
they hear without a preacher? (Rom.10:14). Preaching and believing - and the 
result? "Whoever believes in Him " - the only begotten Son sent by the Father - 
"should not perish but have everlasting life". Secured by the Man who was 
received up in glory. "And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with 
the glory which I had with You before the world was" (Jn 17:5). And so, He who 
was so rich and who descended, becoming poor, that He might make us rich, 
ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things and God in His 
grace has raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His 
grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus (Eph.4:10; Eph.2:6-7). 
Received up in glory, and into glory! 

Light looked down and beheld Darkness. 
'Thither will I go,' said Light. 
Peace looked down and beheld War. 
'Thither will I go,' said Peace. 
Love looked down and beheld Hatred. 
'Thither will I go,' said Love. 
So came Light and shone. 
So came Peace and gave rest. 
So came Love and brought Life. 
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us. 
(Laurence Housman) 

Without controversy great is the mystery of godliness. 
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The Genuine Article 

Emmanuel Bayo, Ojo, Nigeria 

It was a sad day in the city. The much publicized crusade ended with a few dead 
and others severely injured. Thousands had crowded into the venue where the 
crusade was held expecting to see the so-called 'miracle explosion'. "The blind will 
see, the deaf will hear, the lame will walk and the dead will be raised" had 
confidently been promised by the adverts on radio, television and the street 
banners. Instead, an altogether different kind of explosion left a few dead and 
many injured. There was no record of anyone being healed, but bereaved relatives 
were left to bury their dead. 

When some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said to the Lord, "Teacher, 
we want to see a miraculous sign from you," He answered, "A wicked and 
adulterous generation asks for a miraculous sign!" (Matt.12:38,39). When will 
the deception and falsehood cease? When will men and women be spared the 
agony of being the victims of false workers of miracles? Regretfully not now, or 
how would the scripture be fulfilled which says, "Many will say to me on that day, 
'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out 
demons and perform many miracles?' Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew 
you. Away from me you evildoers!'" (Matt.7:22,23). How will this scripture be 
fulfilled if the already current kinds of deception do not continue? No amount 
of criticism will stop false miracle workers from exploiting people, since many 
seem all too willing to patronize them. Such things can be expected only to 
increase. 
There could be no mistaking the true miracles wrought by the Lord. No-one the Lord 
Jesus touched remained the same. The lepers were perfectly cleansed. The 
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blind man saw everyone clearly. The apostles of Jesus Christ performed 
remarkable miracles only as God permitted them, and there was no unnecessary 
fanfare about it. But there came a time when these true miracles ceased. Paul left 
a dear brother ill, and himself endured infirmity, relying on God's sufficient grace 
(2 Tim.4:20; 2 Cor.12:8,9). 

There are so many stage-managed and counterfeit miracles today, but God still 
does miraculously enable some disciples of Jesus Christ especially in so-called 
'Third World' countries to face the difficulties that each new day presents. "Give 
us this day our daily bread" is a very real prayer in many homes which cannot afford 
to buy food to last the whole week through. They truly live from day to day by God's 
help. The joy, peace and contentment so often evident in these mean circumstances 
can be attributed only to a 'miracle' of divine grace. Such is the case of the single 
mother rearing God-fearing children in a Lagos ghetto after the death of the 
husband, father and breadwinner in the family. 

Paul wrote, Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation (2 Cor.5:17). 
This is real and true of many lives as they are transformed daily by God's power 
through the gospel. For such real miracles today we give God all the glory. 
(Biblical quotations from the NIV). 
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Focus 

Tsunami Reflections 

George Prasher, Manchester, England 

About two months ago a violent earthquake on the seabed south of Sumatra 
triggered a massive disruption of the Indian Ocean's waters. The world stood 
aghast at the devastation caused by the resulting onslaught of immense tsunami 
waves on many coastal fringes from Thailand to Tanzania. The waves travelled 
outward from the epicentre of the earthquake at amazing speed. Lack of adequate 
warning systems in the affected countries meant that most had little warning of the 
approaching danger. It has become rated as the worst natural disaster in living 
memory with a probable death toll approaching 200,000. 

Media coverage brought vivid impressions of the catastrophe to millions of 
viewers, and response to appeals for financial help were tremendous. Within the 
first week governments around the world had pledged $2 billion for relief and 
reconstruction. Voluntary organizations have drawn in donations on a scale which 
promises to surpass all previous records. So deeply has the world been touched by 
the scale of destruction and death. 
Inevitably discussion has surfaced about God's permission of natural disasters 
and consequent human suffering. One newspaper headline stood out boldly: 
'Religious Faith: rocked by the tsunami?' The article commented on the unsettling 
of many people's faith by such events as the massive slaughter of World War I and 
the horrors of the Nazi death camps. Now 'religion is once again scrabbling for an 
answer'. 

The Christian's faith is rooted in God's Word, with its wonderful revelation of His 
character and purposes. He is seen there to act always in harmony with His 
essential wisdom, righteousness and love. Scripture describes His satisfaction with 
a perfectly completed work of creation 'in the beginning' (Gen.1:21). It discloses 
how its 
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perfection was so seriously impaired as a result of man's disobedience to the 
Creator. One physical effect was spelt out to Adam: 
'Cursed is the ground for your sake; 
In toil shall you eat of it 
All the days of your life. 
Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you ... 
In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread.' (Gen.3:17-19) 
The far reaching impact on the natural creation is emphasized in Rom.8:20-22: For 
the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who 
subjected it in hope ... For we know that the whole creation groans and labours 
with birth pangs together until now. 

Human experience has been wrought out generation by generation in this flawed 
environment, vulnerable to extreme variations such as tempest, flood, earthquake 
and drought. From his observation of mankind 3000 years ago, the wise Preacher 
wrote: it is a sore travail that God hath given to the sons of men to be exercised 
therewith (Eccles.l:13 RV). He noted also that 
Time and chance happen to them all. For man also does not know his time: 
Like fish taken in a cruel net, like birds caught in a snare, 
So the sons of men are snared in an evil time, 
When it falls suddenly upon them. (9:11-12) 
In such experiences the believer shares the common lot of mankind: we also who 
have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly 
waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body. 

The Scriptures therefore confirm that the divine plan of the ages involved a 
tremendous quota of suffering. Yet the Son of God Himself as our sin-Bearer 
suffered more intensely than any other. In doing so He manifested the love of God 
in its fullest splendour. Through that sacrifice also was made possible the 
reconciliation of each believing sinner. Millions who have known that 
reconciliation will bring glory to God eternally. In present Christian experience 
we can say with the apostle Paul, I consider that the sufferings of this present time 
are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 
(Rom.8:18) 
With such prospect assured to us, how confidently we may share the faith 
expressed in Ps.46! 
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear, even though the earth be removed, 
And though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; 
Though its waters roar and be troubled, 
Though the mountains shake with its swelling. 
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How will you do? 

Brian Johnston, Leigh, England 

The patient was paralyzed and unable to feed himself. Yet, when prompted, he 
requested prayer for those 'worse off than himself. Greater trials develop greater 
grace as Jeremiah discovered. 

"If you fall down in a land of peace, how will you do in the thicket of the Jordan? " 
(Jer.12:5 NAS). The 'thicket of the Jordan' was a place of thick growth which could 
present difficulties for humans. Renderings in other Bible versions include the 
'pride', 'swelling' or 'flood-plain' of the Jordan. Tracing its other Bible 
occurrences, we discover it refers to a place that's the habitat of lions (Jer.49:19; 
Zech.11:3). Perhaps the annual overflowing of the Jordan into its flood-plain 
evicted lions from this luxuriant thicket on the riverbank, which endangered lives 
in the surrounding countryside (Jer.50:44). However it may simply be that progress 
was more difficult through its thick growth. 
More interesting is the way God applied this reference to Jeremiah's personal 
situation. The prophet had been understandably ruffled by the fact that the people of 
his own region of Anathoth had turned against him. Jeremiah vented his bitter 
complaint to God. By this response God seemed to be saying: "If exposure to 
relatively small evils causes you to make such bitter complaint, how will you feel 
when in the course of your ministry you'll be exposed to much greater trials?" It was 
God's way of fortifying the faith of His prophet who would soon need to call upon 
greater reserves of God's grace for worse mistreatments lying ahead of him at the 
hands of the rulers in Jerusalem. 

Our Lord Jesus, too, knew rejection by those of His mother's family in Nazareth, 
before the far greater trial which awaited Him likewise in Jerusalem. Yet 'from the 
track, He turned not back' (C.A. Tydeman). 
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Names and Titles of the Lord Jesus 

2. The Son of God 

John Terrell, Carlisle, England 

We now consider briefly the title 'Son of God' as applied in the New Testament 
to the Lord Jesus Christ. Of all the designations of our Lord this is surely the 
most basic and significant in relation to His character and Person. The golden 
words of Jn 3:16 are loved and treasured in every Christian's experience. For 
God so loved the -world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. In the same way we love to echo 
the words of Paul in our own hearts when he spoke in deep devotion of the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave Himself for me (Gal.2:20). Jn 3:16 establishes the 
universal saving love of the Godhead centred in the only begotten Son of God; and 
Paul's words in Galatians speak of the sacrificial love of the Son in an intensely 
personal way. 

The name 'Son of God' was pronounced by God through the spokesmanship of 
the angel Gabriel to Mary at the annunciation. The words were unmistakable and 
direct, 'that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God' (Lk.1:35); 
the divine identity of the 'Holy One' was spelled out to Mary. Her son was the Son 
of God. Men and even demons later confessed Him to be the Son of God, but God 
declared it in the clearest and most definite terms even before His birth. Then by 
Jordan's banks there came from heaven, 'You are My beloved Son; in You I am well 
pleased'. And it was the eternal Sonship to which this testimony was given, for 
the eternal character of His Sonship is vital in Christian doctrine. God gave His 
only begotten Son and The Father ... 
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sent the Son as Savior of the world. It requires distortion of the ordinary sense of 
these words to suggest that the One given and sent was not the Son of the Father 
before His incarnation. Many other scriptures attest the same point. 

Returning now to the rich tapestry of witness to the divine Sonship of our Lord 
starting as we have done from the testimony of the Father and Son themselves. We 
find that the range of acknowledgement is remarkably wide; and all of this in the 
context of the profound meaning of the title in contemporary Jewish thought and 
theology. The Jewish leaders knew beyond all doubt the exact import of the Lord's 
claim to be the Son of God. When He declared, 'My Father has been working until 
now, and I have been working', we read that the Jews sought all the more to kill 
Him, because He not only broke the Sabbath, but also said that God was His 
Father, making Himself equal with God (Jn 5:17,18). Sceptics of our own day 
may dispute the issue, but not the religious Jews then. Furthermore the adversary 
and his demons knew all about it. The demons of Gadara openly declared Jesus to 
be the Son of God; and in the wilderness temptation of our Lord after His 
baptism Satan betrayed the same knowledge. 'If You are the Son of God, command 
that these stones become bread ... throw Yourself down' (Matt.4:3,6). We hear 
the same malignant tones in the voices of those who challenged the Lord Jesus on 
the cross. 'If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross'(Matt.27:40). 

Now the Master knew well that a conviction about His divine Sonship was vital, 
above all others, for those men He was preparing to carry forward the gospel story 
into all the world after His death and resurrection. So their journey of 
understanding to the point of assurance and certainty was particularly important. 
Aside from the remarkable early acknowledgement by Nathaniel, 'Rabbi, You are 
the Son of God!' (Jn 1:49), for the disciples as a 
whole, a settled conviction about the divine Sonship of their Master came more 
slowly. In the storm on the lake they asked, 'Who can this be, that even the winds 
and the sea obey Him?' (Matt.8:26,27). Later in the episode of His appearance 
walking on the water, they were ready to exclaim, 
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'Truly You are the Son of God' (Matt.14:33). Doubtless this marked an important 
stage in their understanding of their Master's true identity. 

But the time was near when the Lord must draw from His men a clearly 
considered declaration of their absolute assurance about His divine Person. This 
He did at Caesarea Philippi. In that quiet retreat, He led them to the ultimate 
challenge, 'Who do you say that I am?' Simon Peter answered and said, 'You are 
the Christ, the Son of the living God'. Without doubt this was a defining moment in 
the spiritual experience of His disciples that the Lord had been leading them to. The 
Lord responded to Peter's confession of faith with the solemn declaration, 'Blessed 
are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My 
Father who is in heaven'. 
One of those disciples was, of course, John son of Zebedee. To him it was given 
by the Holy Spirit to record, more than any other New Testament writer, the profound 
things of the One called 'Son of God'. It is he who gives us the very important 
qualifying word only begotten in connection with the Son; a matter of deep 
significance which, amongst other important things, marks out the absolute 
uniqueness of the Sonship of the Lord Jesus Christ. We have already seen the 
words only begotten in Jn 3:16 and they occur also in Jn 1:14,18. In the latter verse 
He is the only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father - an expression of 
profound truth too deep for us to fully fathom, yet so clearly indicating a unique 
nearness to, and identity of relationship with, the Father. And as the ageing John 
closed his gospel record he could declare, these are written that you may believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His 
name (Jn 20:31). The beloved disciple is taken up with the same sublime truths in 
his epistles culminating in the final chapter of 1 Jn where we have the ringing 
confirmation of the closing words of his gospel. He who has the Son has life; he 
who does not have the Son of God does not have life. These things I have written to 
you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have 
eternal life (1 Jn 5:12,13). 

On such a confident, triumphant note we must leave our brief reflections on the 
wonderful name and title 'Son of God'. All that Scripture has to say about it 
instructs our minds and hearts about our glorious Saviour. And at the same time 
draws us very near in loving adoration to the One whom Paul learned to revere 
and serve as the Son of God who loved me and gave Himself for me. 
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Opened Secrets 

4. The Mystery of the 
Gospel 

Robert Shaw, Kirkintilloch, Scotland 

Let's begin with a wonder and then focus on the mystery. 

Paul's reflection on God's grace in his life brought the humble exclamation that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief (1 Tim.1:15). 
Equally, it was a wonder to him of immense proportion that, less than the least of 
all the saints, as he confessed himself to be, God should extend to him such grace 
to preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ (Eph.3:8). 
What a privilege! What a message! 

What a mystery! The mystery of the truth of the gospel lay in the heart of God and 
would forever have remained secret had not God chosen to reveal it. Here is divine 
truth. It cannot be discovered by human investigation, but only by divine revelation, 
namely, that in Christ there is full salvation equally for everyone who receives 
Him by faith. 

But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God 
ordained before the ages for our glory, which none of the rulers of this age 
knew; for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory (1 
Cor.2:7,8). 

The wonder of Paul's God-appointed service caused him to speak of it in the context 
of the power of prayer. Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the 
Spirit... and for me, that utterance may be given to me, that I may open my mouth 
boldly to make known the 
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mystery of the gospel (Eph.6:18,19). 

... praying also for us, that God would open to us a door for the word, to speak the 
mystery of Christ (Col.4:3). 

Aware of the great responsibility on his shoulder and of his own weakness, Paul 
craved divine strength that his gospel preaching might be effective. His need was 
for a Spirit-filled message and the courage to speak it. It is no different today. 
The word of the gospel directed to the hearts of men is especially powerful when 
accompanied by the prayerful words of men in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

What, then, has been revealed? The mystery of the gospel is the mystery of Christ. 
It was revealed by Him and He is its glorious subject. In fact many of the mysteries 
of God refer to Christ and God's purposes through Him. The gospel is good news 
from God. It is the glorious gospel of the blessed (happy) God (1 Tim.1:11). It is a 
message the glory of which shines in our hearts to bring the knowledge of God's 
glory shining in the face of Jesus Christ (See 2 Cor.4:6). It takes man from his 
depravity through sin and gives him new life in Christ. 

Paul, writing to the Church in Corinth, said, I declare to you the gospel... that 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and 
that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures (1 Cor.15:1-4). Its 
doctrine spans the Epistles. 

Who but the eternal God could have conceived such a message, the power of God 
to salvation for everyone who believes (Rom.1:16). Think of it. Nothing to do; 
nothing to pay; the ungodly Jew and Gentile alike justified by simple faith in a 
finished work through a crucified and risen Saviour. And there's more! He who 
did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with 
Him also freely give us all things? (Rom.8:32). 

To the bystander whose faith is in the wisdom of men it is all so unbelievable and 
unacceptable. In fact, is it not in the proud nature of mankind to seek by self-effort 
to bring about acceptance with God? Here many of the religions of the world 
converge, denying the completeness and finality of Christ's atoning sacrifice. 
However Rom.5 categorises the ungodly for whom Christ died as without strength 
(Rom.5:6); sinners (Rom.5:8) and enemies (Rom.5:10). Self-effort is 
impossible. By divine mercy, and at the time of greatest need, we were loved as 
sinners and reconciled, though enemies of God - justified by His blood because 
Christ died for us. Here is an immense truth. Remission of sin could only be by the 
shedding of blood (Heb.9:22) and Christ shed His blood on Calvary as a 
substitutionary sacrifice. Here is the means by which divine anger 
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is turned away in our case. Divine righteousness has been satisfied in the death of 
Christ and man is reconciled to God. 

There as my Surety He firmly stood, 
Paid for my ransom His precious blood; 
Died for my sin, to bring me to God - 
Jesus died for me. (Anon.) 

A man once placed a humble iron fountain along a busy road and hung a cup 
beside it on a little chain. Along came a great art critic and laughed at the design. 
"But," said the man, "do many thirsty people drink at it?" "Thousands," was the reply 
and the man smiled. Our faith is in the power of God who gives new life in Christ 
through the gospel. 
New life in Christ! Born again; born from above; born of God. We are children of 
God, partakers of the divine nature (2 Pet.1:4). We share in the life of One in whom 
all life originates. Christ lives in me (Gal.2:20). Only such can see the kingdom of 
God and learn from the Spirit of God through the Word of God to fulfil its 
requirements and enjoy its blessings. 

As the revelation of the 'mystery' is from God, so new life in Christ cannot be 
derived by human persuasion, but by divine conviction. It is life in the heart 
through the Holy Spirit. No mere mental assent or a desire to 'get decisions' can 
produce it. Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth (Jas.1:18). 
The gospel impacts on the life of the believer. It has been well said that in John's 
gospel 'he sets forth the divine life as it is shown in the Person of Christ and in his 
first epistle he sets forth that life as exhibited in the believer. In the one we have 
the perfect life realised in Christ and in the other we have directions for 
reproducing that life in the imperfect Christian' (Dr. Plummer). The one who is 
born of God must abide in Him and the measure of our abiding will be the measure 
of our avoidance of sin (1 Jn 3:6). We are thus called upon to live by faith, faith in 
the new life - its fact, its powers, its possibilities; dead to sin and alive to God. 
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Only the Best Will Do! 

Malcolm Macdonald, Wishaw, Scotland 

"She has done a beautiful thing." 

In a way these words will never lose their freshness, nor will their beauty ever 
grow dim. They were spoken to the dear woman the Lord addressed in the 
narrative recorded in Mark. 
While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of a man known as 
Simon the Leper, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, 
made of pure nard. She broke the jar and poured the perfume on his head. Some 
of those present were saying indignantly to one another, "Why this waste of 
perfume? It could have been sold for more than a year's wages and the money 
given to the poor." And they rebuked her harshly. "Leave her alone," said Jesus. 
"Why are you bothering her? She has done a beautiful thing to me. The poor you 
will always have with you, and you can help them any time you want. But you will 
not always have me. She did what she could. She poured perfume on my body 
beforehand to prepare for my burial. I tell you the truth, wherever the gospel is 
preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of 
her." Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief priests to betray 
Jesus to them (Mk.14:3-10, NIV). 

Calvary's shadows were lengthening over His pathway. He knew His hour had 
almost come. Against such a sombre backdrop this woman's action with the jar of 
very expensive perfume poured over His head shines out with crystal-clear 
radiance. 

What must have been her thoughts as she overheard some of the malicious 
comments, "Why this waste of perfume?" Perhaps she never realised that this 
would be her one and only chance to do what she could for 
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the Guest from Galilee. If she had missed that opportunity how much poorer she 
(and we) would have been. As it is, her tender action has been recounted the 
world over for two millennia. 

Consider the Lord's response to hearing the cruel remarks of some of the 
disciples aimed at this woman: "Leave her alone." Had he seen the hurt such 
uncaring expressions had caused the woman? The NIV translation puts His next 
words in a very expressive way, "She has done a beautiful thing to me." What had 
just been done to Him stood in marked contrast to the hurtful things people of His 
day did to Him most of the time, fulfilling Isaiah's prophecy that He would be a 
'man of sorrows'. 

"She did what she could," could also be put as, "She has done her best". Surely 
only our best is good enough for Him who gave His very life for us! A Christian 
transport owner in England used the words at the top of this article as the title to his 
autobiography. He attempted to apply the words in every aspect of his life - 
whether secular or spiritual. God does not expect less than our best; surely we will 
give Him our best! 
The American runner Steve Prefontaine, who died in his 20s, once said: "To give 
anything less than your best is to sacrifice the gift." 

These words have become almost legendary. This woman's action certainly was a 
striking example of someone giving their best. 

The totally unselfish attitude of the woman in what she did to the Lord stands in 
complete contrast to the self-centred avarice of Judas. 
The hymn writer puts it this way 

We lose what on ourselves we spend; 
We have as treasure without end 
Whatever, Lord, to Thee we lend, 
Who givest all. (C.Wordsworth) 

May we all be helped to follow the rich example of the woman in Mk.14.  
 
(All Scripture quotations are from the NIV) 
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Focus 

The New Palestinian 
President 

George Prasher, Manchester, England 

Events moved swiftly after Mahmoud Abbas had been elected President of the 
Palestinian Authority in succession to Yasser Arafat (January 2005). Within 
about a month a Summit meeting was held with Israeli Prime Minister Sharon at 
the Egyptian resort of Sharm-el-Sheikh. The two leaders shook hands warmly 
across the table. A truce was accepted by both sides. Sharon seemed unusually 
cooperative, pledging immediately to withdraw Israeli forces from five West Bank 
towns, and release about 900 Palestinian prisoners. It was agreed to take gradual 
steps towards the establishment of an independent Palestinian state, occupying 
much of the territory held by Israel since the 1967 Six Day War. 

Quite evidently both sides urgently need a way out of the 'intifadeh' conflict, which 
has cost more than four thousand lives, and caused immense suffering and 
economic loss. The new American Secretary of State, Condoleezza Rice, 
optimistically commented: "This is the best chance for peace we are likely to see 
for some years to come". Yet she also realistically warned that Israel had some 
hard choices. 

There are indeed many hurdles to be surmounted. Palestinian militant groups 
such as Hamas and Islamic Jihad declared they were not bound by the agreed 
ceasefire. They had observed a truce to test whether Abbas would make progress 
in negotiations with Sharon, but could cause disruption by renewed suicide 
bombings and other violence against Israeli people. At the Summit Sharon 
demanded that the Palestinians should take immediate steps to disarm the militants 
of Hamas before Israel agrees to resume peace talks. Abbas pointed out that he'd 
only been in office a couple of weeks and 
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needed time. "You've got to move faster," was Sharon's response! 
Within Israel Sharon faces his own problems. His proposal to close down Israeli 
settlements in the Gaza Strip has aroused fierce hostility from the settlers 
themselves, and from extremists who wish to hold on to every inch of the 'promised 
land'. The major issues in dispute with the Palestinians have yet to be addressed, 
such as - the proportion of 'occupied territory' from which Israel is prepared to 
withdraw; Israeli settlements within those areas; the return of Palestinian refugees. 
Above all else is the vexed question of Jerusalem's status. Palestinians want the 
east section of the city to be recognized as the capital of their independent State; a 
claim likely to be strongly contested! 

That Jerusalem has become a major issue seems highly significant in the light of 
prophetic Scripture. For the city is featured dramatically as a focal centre of 
international crisis immediately before the Lord's return to earth in power and glory. 
Zech.12:1-3 is specific about this: Thus says the LORD, who stretches out the 
heavens, lays the foundation of the earth, and forms the spirit of man within him: 
"Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of drunkenness to all the surrounding 
peoples, when they lay siege against Judah and Jerusalem. And it shall happen in 
that day that I will make Jerusalem a very heavy stone for all peoples; all who 
would heave it away will surely be cut in pieces, though all nations of the earth 
are gathered against it." 

'That day' clearly refers to Israel's final struggle before there shall come out of Zion 
the Deliverer (Rom.11:26). From our present day perspective we recognize that 
already Jerusalem has become a very heavy stone for the nations. How 
remarkable that the divine Potter is moulding the international scene to bring this 
problem into centre stage, so that both the United States and the European Union are 
vitally involved; while the United Nations keeps the situation under active 
review. 

President Abbas will be hard pressed to reach a settlement with Israel which will 
adequately meet the expectations of his people. Difficult compromises will have 
to be made by both sides. Perhaps the deep longing for an end to violence will 
make some agreement possible. Yet Scripture shows that this would be temporary 
at the best. For darker days still lie ahead, when "there will be great tribulation, 
such as has not been since the beginning of the world ...no, nor ever shall be" 
(Matt.24:21). 
Thankfully we hear again our Master's word of cheer: "Now when these things begin 
to happen, look up and lift up your heads, because your redemption draws near" 
(Lk.21:28). 
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Burden Bearers 

Alex Reid, Leigh, England 

In Biblical times the donkey was the most common beast of burden. Sure-footed 
even over rocky terrain, requiring only a bridle to guide it, able to carry heavy 
loads and needing only one quarter of the food required by a horse, it was the 
favoured burden carrier. 

When the Lord Jesus made His triumphant entry into Jerusalem, He chose to ride 
upon a donkey. It was presumably a donkey that had borne Him to Bethlehem, 
the place of His birth, and a donkey bore Him to Jerusalem the place of His death. 

For the young donkey that carried the Lord it was a new experience, as it had 
never before borne a burden (Lk.19:30). Even if that donkey were later employed 
on the great caravan routes that traversed the Fertile Crescent, and carried 
burdens of gold, jewels and other treasures, it would never carry a more precious 
load than that first burden. Not only was that young animal carrying the King of 
kings but it was also bearing the ultimate burden bearer. A donkey could bear 
heavy loads, but no creature ever carried the load that Christ was to bear: Surely 
he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows ... For he bore the sin of many 
(Isa.53:4,12). He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree (1 Pet.2:24). 

We cannot imagine the magnitude of the load Christ carried at Calvary when He 
bore the weight of human sin. We can however appreciate the burden that was 
lifted from us when we first came to Him as sinners. Christian, the hero of 
Bunyan's allegory, 'The Pilgrim's Progress', gives us a sense of the sinner's relief 
when coming to the cross: 

…What a place is this! 
Must here be the beginning of my bliss? 
Must here the burden fall from off my back? 



 

2005-45 

Must here the strings that bound it to me crack?  
Blest Cross! blest Sepulchre! blest rather be  
The Man that there was put to shame for me! 

It was said of Issachar, Issachar is a strong donkey ... When he sees how good is his 
resting place and how pleasant is his land, he will bend his shoulder to the burden 
(Gen.49:14,15. NIV margin). The picture is of a strong and capable person, who 
because of the benefits he had received, was prepared to bear burdens and 
undertake task work. It becomes us then, as those who have had the burden of our 
sin relieved, to be willing to bear burdens in our Master's service, but what kind of 
burdens might we be asked to bear? 

In our New Testament there are a number of Greek words that are translated 
burden or load. Two of them, 'phortion' and 'baros', occur in Gal.6:2,5. In his 
Expository Dictionary, W.E. Vine explains the difference between the two words 
thus: 'The difference between 'phortion' and 'baros' is, that 'phortion' is simply 
something to be borne, without reference to its weight, but 'baros' always suggests 
what is heavy or burdensome ...' 

Gal.6:2 uses the word 'baros' for it refers to the heavy burden of a believer who has 
been trapped in sin. The apostle calls for those who are spiritual to restore the 
fallen saint, describing this aid as carrying each other's burdens. He says something 
similar in Rom.15:1, We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak 
... The NIV text just quoted could be interpreted as saying that the strong should 
put up with the failings of others. Other versions of Scripture put it differently. The 
AV says, We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak 
suggesting that the strong should help to carry the burdens of the weak, which 
would be more in keeping with the ethos of Gal.6:2 and fulfilling the law of Christ. 

There is always the temptation, when helping other people with then-problems, 
that we think of ourselves as immune to such things. The apostle therefore 
reminds his readers of another burden, one that must be borne alone. By using the 
word 'phortion' in verse 5, a burden with no reference to its weight, Paul is 
referring to the responsibility of the individual to be accountable for his or her 
own conduct. It is not a burden that will crush us under its weight but it is one that 
should be conscientiously borne. The means of bearing this particular burden 
successfully is given in verse 4: Each one should test his own actions. 

The above are examples of burdens we might be asked to bear in the Lord's 
service. But whatever we are called to do, let us be like the strong donkey 
Issachar, who appreciating what had been done for him, was prepared to bend his 
shoulder to the burden (Gen.49:14,15).  

(All Bible quotes are from the NIV unless otherwise stated.) 
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Names and Titles of the Lord Jesus 

3. The Son of Man 

John Terrell, Carlisle, England 

One of the most important and widely applied titles of the Lord Jesus is Son of 
Man. "Who," the Master asked His disciples, "do men say that I, the Son of 
Man, am?" The very question pin-points the fact that the Lord had come to be 
widely known by that name, at least among His disciples. For it was the name He 
gave Himself. We saw, when examining the title Son of God, that it was primarily 
awarded by the Father to the Son - right from the annunciation of His birth. But the 
title Son of Man was the one assumed by the Lord Himself. It was thus that He 
referred to Himself in the third person, clearly conveying a message about His 
person, work and destiny. Why should this have been, and what can we learn 
about the Lord and His purposes from it? 

Now 'bar nasha', the Aramaic 'son of man' was not normally used as any kind of 
title. It was simply the usual expression for a man, a human being. And the Lord 
Jesus ordinarily spoke in Aramaic. So was the Lord's only objective in assuming 
Son of Man as a name for Himself to underline His humanity; indeed to separate 
that from His parallel claim to deity? Some have thought so, but this really is not 
an adequate answer. The very question quoted above, as posed by the Lord to His 
disciples, and the following challenge to them, "but who do you say that J am?" - 
had the very purpose of identifying the Son of Man and the Son of God as one 
and the same Person. 

Not that the title Son of Man does not, in many of its occurrences, remind us very 
powerfully of the true and perfect humanity of our Lord; for example where one of 
the Old Testament uses of the term is applied to Christ. In Heb.2:6-8 the words of 
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Ps.8 are quoted: What is man that You are mindful of him, or the son of man that 
You visit him? For You have made him a little lower than the angels, and You have 
crowned him with glory and honour. You have made him to have dominion over 
the works of Your hands. You have put all things under his feet. There can be no 
doubt that this psalm has a double application - to Adam and his descendants, and 
also to the Lord Jesus. In the latter case it does indeed focus on His incarnation and 
humanity. 

But the title Son of Man, as assumed and used by the Lord while on earth, surely 
carries us back to the prophecy of Daniel. In Dan.7 we have depicted fearsome 
animals believed by many to represent world powers which would dominate 
human history. Then a day of divine judgement comes, presided over by One 
called 'the Ancient of Days'. And as Daniel watched he exclaimed, And behold, 
One like the Son of Man, coming with the clouds of heaven ...to Him was given 
dominion and glory and a kingdom. 

So, in Jewish religious thinking down the years there was an expectation of a 
Messianic Deliverer who would answer to Daniel's vision, a conquering victorious 
champion, 'Son of Man'. Victorious and powerful as He would be, He also stood in 
contrast, in terms of humanity and justice, with the cruel, ruthless character of the 
beasts portrayed in the early verses of Dan.7. It was surely with all of this in mind 
that Jesus adopted this designation for Himself as the principal title of 'the days of 
His flesh'. Although the people to whom Christ spoke, as recorded in Jn 12, 
scornfully asked the question, "Who is this Son of Man?", Jews who were 
knowledgeable in their religion and in the books of the law and the prophets, would 
readily associate 'Son of Man' with Daniel's prophecy. 

Yet the Lord had to convey, especially to His disciples, that the title Son of Man 
was more comprehensive in its meaning than a study of the Daniel reference 
alone might suggest. It was only when the crisis confession at Caesarea Philippi 
was drawn from the disciples, "You (the Son of Man) are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God," that the Master began to seriously instruct them about His impending 
suffering, death and resurrection. "The Son of Man must suffer many things," He 
said. Peter's immediate reaction, we remember, was to repudiate the whole idea of 
suffering, drawing from the Lord the very severe rebuke, "Get behind Me, Satan." 
The old adversary of the wilderness temptations spoke through the lips of the 
Lord's own disciple to try to deflect the Lord from the way of suffering. For when 
He spoke of Himself as the Son of Man, He did so in terms of the whole scope of 
His redemptive purpose in coming into the world. 
Beginning early on with reference to His alienation from human comforts and 
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achievement, "Foxes have holes, "He said, "and birds of the air have nests, but the 
Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head" (Lk.9:58), the Lord went on to relate His 
Son of Man character to all His greatest claims and declarations about Himself. 
Notable are the words, "The Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which 
was lost;" and again, "For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give His life a ransom for many." And in response to the 
contemptuous unbelief of the scribes recorded in Mk.2, who accused Him of 
blasphemy for conferring forgiveness of sins, the Master said, "That you may know 
that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins ... 'Arise, take up your bed.'" 
More directly, however, the Lord spoke to His disciples at Caesarea Philippi of the 
suffering and death that must befall the Son of Man, as we have seen. 

Yet the message of Dan.7 also must have its glorious fulfilment, and so we have very 
prominently presented in the Lord's teaching on future events, the triumphant and 
glorious advent of the Son of Man in power and great glory (Matt.24:30). We 
meditate on the Son of Man 'lifted up' at Calvary, as He Himself predicted, and 
look to the future of His universal exaltation at the winding up of this world's 
history. 
After Stephen's dramatic declaration in Acts 7:56, "I see the heavens opened and 
the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!" there is no further mention of 
the title Son of Man in the New Testament until we come to the end-time 
prophecies of the book of Revelation. Why should this be? Well, much that we 
have already noted has led many to feel that there is a special connection between 
the title 'Son of Man' and the spiritual fortunes of the nation of Israel. 'Son of Man' 
is undoubtedly a Messianic title, as our allusions to Daniel show. Today, while Israel 
nationally is set aside in God's purposes as expounded by Paul in the Romans 
epistle, the Lord Jesus is building His Church, His Body. We live in 'the times of 
the Gentiles' and when 'the fulness of the Gentiles' arrives, then for Israel, The 
Deliverer will come out of Zion, and He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob 
(Rom.11:25-26). This can surely only relate to the Lord's prophecy in Matt.24:30, 
"They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory." Yet all this flows from the suffering of Calvary, for "They will look on 
Me whom they have pierced," as said the prophet Zechariah. 
We close our consideration of the divine Son of Man with the lovely words of a 
hymn of His sufferings. 

Mark the sacrifice appointed, 
See who bears the awful load; 
'Tis the Word, the Lord's Anointed, 
Son of Man and Son of God! (T.Kelly) 
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Opened Secrets 

5. The Mystery of the 

Brian Johnston, Leigh, England 

Last month's contribution to this series featured the mystery of the gospel 
(Eph.6:19), a topic that is bound up with the mystery we hope to consider next 
month, namely the church, which is His [Christ's] body (Eph.1:22,23) - 
described as the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God (Eph.3:9). 

In the present age the truth of that Church, His Body, is in turn very closely linked to 
the truth of God's spiritual house (1 Pet.2:5) in the sense that it would ideally be 
God's will that all members of the Body living on earth at any one time should also 
be serving Him unitedly in churches of God. Direct references to either are not 
found in the Old Testament which reserves itself to alluding to these things in types 
and shadows (for example, the formation of Eve and the Tabernacle respectively). 
The former (the Church) we have already associated with the mystery of the 
gospel; and with the latter (the spiritual house) we now wish to associate the 
mystery of the faith (1 Tim.3:9). 

While the Scriptures distinguish between these mysteries, the Gospel and the 
Faith are nevertheless linked. Paul wrote to the Philippians concerning the faith of 
the gospel (Phil.1:27), an expression which shows how the whole body of Christian 
doctrine, the Faith, is an integral part of the 'good news' (note also the scope of the 
good news in Heb.4:2 & Acts 8:12). However, we often essentially define the 
Gospel in terms of repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus 
Christ (Acts 20:21). This is all that is required for 
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eternal salvation. However, even there our attention is drawn to the title 'Lord' with 
the implied obligation of ongoing discipleship by remaining obedient to the claims 
of Christ. 

In what sense then is the Faith a mystery? 'Mystery' in the Bible, as we were 
reminded in the lead article in this series, refers to something which is only 
knowable through divine revelation to those taught by the Holy Spirit. These are 
truths which God does not want to remain hidden from believers, but He wishes 
now to reveal them to us in the Bible. Biblically then, what is this mystery of the 
faith? The Faith is 'the body of doctrine' as opposed to saving faith in Christ. The 
faith refers to the content of what is taught, while faith is the capacity to believe it. 
Jude in his short letter near the end of the Bible makes this distinction very plainly 
when he says: while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common 
salvation, I found it necessary to write to you ...to contend earnestly for the faith 
which was once for all delivered to the saints (Jude 1:3, NKJV). So 'the faith', 
different from our common salvation, that is different from saving faith, was 
something that could be described as having been fully delivered to the New 
Testament believers. In fact the Bible uses the same once for all ['hapax'] 
expression that it reserves elsewhere for the finished work of Christ on the cross 
(Heb.l0:10). So there is real uniqueness and finality associated with the teachings of 
the Faith. While we can never fall away from the unconditional salvation blessings 
which faith brings us - the Lord stresses they shall never perish; and no one shall 
snatch them (Jn 10:28) - it is possible to fall away from giving expression to a 
clear grasp of the Faith; since for that Jude urges us to contend earnestly. 

The Faith is the sum total of what the apostles taught, as preserved for us in the New 
Testament of our Bibles. It is the teaching they received from the Lord Jesus 
Himself in order to pass it on. We read in Acts 1:3 that it was to the apostles that 
the Lord presented Himself alive, after His suffering, by many convincing proofs, 
appearing to them over a period of forty days, and speaking of the things 
concerning the kingdom of God. This teaching was evidently what they put into 
practice wherever they went (1 Cor.4:17). For example, in Acts 14 we read of 
Paul and his companions that when they had made many disciples, they returned 
to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, strengthening the souls of the disciples, 
encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying, "Through many 
tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God." When they had appointed elders 
for them in every church, having prayed with fasting, they commended them to 
the Lord in whom they had believed (Acts 14:21-23). In the space of those three 
verses we come across expressions which are mentioned together because they 
belong together: disciples, the faith, the kingdom of God, elders, every church. 
Everywhere we 
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look in the New Testament this is the pattern that emerges wherever the Faith is 
taught: companies of disciples, all baptized by immersion in water, all added locally 
to church of God fellowship, all within an overall community of interdependent 
churches serving everywhere according to one pattern of teaching, maintained 
under a fellowship of elders and separated to God. 

In our so-called 'post-modern' world, the notion has become popular that you may 
have your truth and I may have mine, and that what is true for you and what is true 
for me may be very different and even contradict one another, but each must be 
considered as valid as the other. In fact the post-modernist can tolerate every view 
except the view, of course, which says there can only be one true view! The apostle 
Paul, however, wrote two letters in our Bibles to a young man called Timothy in 
which he urged him to stay in Ephesus that you may charge some that they teach 
no other doctrine (1:3, NKJV). Paul's objection was to teaching that was 'heteros' 
or different. He does not come right out with it and say that it was false, but he 
describes it as being 'different'. That does not mean it was not false - it was - it 
simply means it was false because it was different. Different from what? There can 
be no doubt that Paul was indicating that there was already by that time a 
recognized norm, an absolute standard of truth, and it was from this well-defined 
body of doctrine that these false teachers had deviated. 

Paul's letters to Timothy and Titus are known as the Pastoral Letters, for they 
concern the pastoral care of local churches. In them he refers to this standard body 
of teaching by various descriptors like the faith (1 Cor.16:13; 1 Tim.l:19; 1 
Tim.3:9; 1 Tim.4:1,6; 1 Tim.6:10,12,21; 2 Tim.3:8; 2 Tim.4:7), the truth (1 
Tim.2:4,7; 1 Tim.3:15; 1 Tim.4:3; 1 Tim.6:5; 2 Tim.2:18,25; 2 Tim.3:7,8; 2 
Tim.4:4; Tit.1:1,14), the (sound) teaching (or doctrine or words 1 Tim.1:10; 1 
Tim.6:1,3; 2 Tim.l:13; 2 Tim.4:3; Tit.1:9; Tit.2:1). In all these references the 
definite article ('the') belongs in the Bible: the faith, the truth, the teaching. This 
indicates that already by that time a quite specific body of doctrine existed, 
deposited at the first by the Lord to His disciples, forming an agreed standard by 
which all teaching could be tested and judged. This was the teaching of Christ and 
His apostles - indeed 'the apostles' teaching' (Acts 2:42). This was truth that was 
unique, absolute, not subjective, and passed on in turn to faithful men (2 
Tim.2:2). 

Upholding this standard of sound doctrine was something Paul considered to be of 
first importance. When he comes to give Timothy instructions as to who may hold 
the position of being a deacon in the local church, with the responsibility of 
assisting overseers in their teaching ministry, Paul specifies that one of their 
qualifications should be that they hold the mystery of the faith with a clear 
conscience (1 Tim.3:9). Deacons must have orthodox convictions, 
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for it was their responsibility (alongside overseers) to teach the way of serving God 
which was according to the pattern of teaching displayed everywhere throughout 
the New Testament. 

Paul never did tolerate teaching that was 'heteros' or different. Few today seem 
prepared to take a similar stand on the Bible and say there is only one absolute 
norm of teaching with the unity of practice which flows from it. Denominational 
variation must be tested against the New Testament standard, always remembering 
that the little flock of disciples throughout the early churches were united together 
to form God's spiritual kingdom on this earth (Lk.12:32). 

A lot of New Testament imagery for the people of God is drawn from its Old 
Testament counterpart in Israel. There was a kingdom of God on earth then 
(Ex.19:6), and in those days it was the Law of Moses which provided the standard 
of doctrine and practice needed to secure their tenancy of the kingdom of God. 
The obvious candidate for being the New Testament counterpart to the Law of 
Moses is the Teaching of the Apostles (the Faith). The way the book of Acts is 
written shows this to be God's design. Compare, for example, the forty day period in 
Acts 1:3 with that found in Ex.24:18. Happily, the earliest Christians with their 
Jewish heritage were enabled to see this for a great many of the priests were ... 
obedient to the faith (Acts 6:7) realizing the Law had in fact been their tutor [to 
lead them] to Christ (Gal.3:24) and to subjection to the Faith 

An Israelite was simply born a child of Abraham, but to maintain his or her status 
as a subject of the kingdom of God as had been invested in Israel adherence to the 
Law was most certainly required (Ex.19:5,6; 2 Chron.13:8-12). Believers on the 
Lord Jesus today are children of God by faith alone, but to enter and maintain a 
place within the spiritual kingdom, house and priesthood of the present age 
adherence to the Faith is scripturally required (1 Cor.5:13; 1 Cor.6:9,10). The latter 
is conditional, as opposed to our unconditional membership of the Church the 
Body. 

Retain the standard of sound words ... Guard, through the Holy Spirit who dwells 
in us, the treasure which has been entrusted to you (2 Tim.1:13,14). The standard 
of sound words, the Faith, is characterized as treasure. This indicates what our 
heart's attitude towards it must be, and surely goes further to emphasize the value to 
God of our obedience to this precious revealed truth of His. 
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What is Your 

Occupation? 

Gilbert Grierson, Knocknacloy, N. Ireland 

Most of us have forms to fill in at some point in our lives. Included among the 
questions almost certainly will be the one above. There would be a variety of 
answers: professional, managerial, manual - from sales manager to doctor, nurse 
to housewife and mother. There are many honourable occupations for Christians 
to follow. 

The question was asked of Jonah on board a ship heading for Tarshish, "What is 
your occupation?" 1 Jonah should have been heading for Nineveh with a message 
from the Lord of crucial importance to the people of that great city. It was the 
second of five questions as the sailors urgently cross-examined Jonah in their 
attempt to discover the reason for the furious storm that was threatening the ship 
and their lives. He told them, "I am a Hebrew, and I fear the LORD, the God of 
heaven, who made the sea and the dry land." 2 The terrified sailors knew that he 
fled from the presence of the LORD, because he had told them.3 
Paul's occupation 

In the New Testament we read of another ship and another prophet: this time the 
apostle Paul is bound for Rome, a prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of the 
gospel.4 During the sea voyage another storm was encountered and the ship full of 
sailors, Roman soldiers and prisoners, were all fearful for their lives. All except 
Paul that is. Paul, as an ambassador for Jesus Christ, was taking God's message of 
salvation to the very heart of the mighty Roman empire in absolute obedience to his 
Master's commandment. He had nothing on his conscience to make him fearful 
or 
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ashamed. In his letter written earlier to the Christians at Rome he described 
himself as a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated (set 
apart) to the gospel of God.5 There was no doubt in Paul's mind as to his 
occupation! His was the most honourable occupation; not just a servant of a king 
but of the King of kings. In the same letter and chapter he also spells out his 
absolute confidence in the message he was carrying and for which he was prepared 
to offer his life: For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of 
God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the 
Greek.6 

Occupy till I come 

In Lk.19:13 in the parable that the Lord Jesus told to His disciples as His death on 
the Cross drew near, the nobleman said to the ten servants he was leaving, Occupy 
till I come (A.V.) Should not those words be bound upon the forehead and written 
upon the heart of every disciple as a daily reminder of what we should be about? 
We may not have been called to travel to distant countries as pioneer 
missionaries, but should it not be the prime concern of every disciple of the Lord 
to be about the King's business in whatever work department He may have placed 
us? There let us be His faithful witnesses in deed and word as servants called to a 
mighty task, a most honourable occupation, a responsibility not to be run away 
from. 

A question to ask yourself 
In one of her poems 'In Any Office', Amy Carmichael refers to the potters who 
dwell at Netaim and Gederah; there they dwelt with the king for his work.7 How 
would they have answered the question, What is your occupation? Would they have 
said, "We are potters" or, "We are servants of the king"? What is your occupation? 
is a good question to ask ourselves as we go out to work in the morning. Amy in 
her inimitable way writes: 

My potter's wheel is where 
I see a desk and office chair, 
And well I know the Lord is there. 
And all my work is for a King ...8 

Whatever job we may do, let us look beyond our immediate employer and do our 
work as bondservants of Christ... as to the Lord 9 and strive to be fully occupied 
as His witnesses until the Lord comes, heeding the Lord's words in the parable, 
occupy till I come. 
 
(1) Jon.1:8 (2) Jon.1:9 (3) Jon.1:10        (4) Acts 27 
(5)Rom.l:l (6)Rom.l:16 (7) 1 Chr.4:23 
(8)Amy Carmichael, SPCK, Towards Jerusalem (9) Eph.6:6,7 
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Focus 

AIDs: An Extending 
Scourge 

George Prasher, Manchester, England 

The International AIDs Conference held in Bangkok last July highlighted startling 
realities about the still expanding devastation through this disease: also the 
menace of rapidly spreading HIV infection. 

Since the AIDs virus was first identified about twenty-five years ago the disease 
has claimed an estimated 28 million lives worldwide, while an estimated 40 
million people are now infected with HIV. The virus tends first to spread rapidly 
among high risk groups such as prostitutes and their clients, injecting drug users 
and promiscuous gay men: then it spreads to the wider population. The United 
Nations AIDs Agency reported that throughout the world almost three million died 
of AIDs in Year 2002, and a record five million were infected by the HIV virus. 

Through Moses God warned His people Israel that if they departed from His way 
they would experience chastening judgements. Among these were extraordinary 
plagues - great and prolonged plagues - and serious and prolonged sicknesses 
(Deut.28:59). The same principle of retribution for defiance of the Creator's 
basic instructions to mankind generally is also confirmed in Scripture. Three times 
in Rom.1 we find the expression God gave them over (NIV and NASB): 
Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, that their 
bodies might be dishonored among them, (Rom.1:24) 
For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions (Rom.1:26). 
And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any 
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longer, God gave them over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not 
proper... (Rom.1:28) 

Today's AIDs pandemic may without exaggeration be described as an 
extraordinary, great, serious and prolonged plague! It is directly associated with 
disregard for God's marital standards, although of course millions of children are 
born with the HIV infection - victims of others' failure. 

Much the worst affected area is sub-Saharan Africa with 25 million cases. In 
Swaziland and Botswana one in every three people are infected. Life 
expectancy in such countries has slumped to less than 40 years. It is estimated that 
by year 2010 half of all the children in Botswana will be orphaned through AIDs. 
Until recently people shrank from coining forward to be tested because of the 
stigma attached to the disease. The government now requires routine testing of all 
patients for whatever condition they are admitted to hospital. Special AIDs clinics 
have been opened with facilities to treat 20,000 people, but this covers only 25% of 
the total at risk. There remains a huge backlog to be overtaken. 

The infection has spread alarmingly among nations in Latin America and Asia, 
including China and Indonesia. India now has about 5 million people with 
confirmed HTV infection. A major factor in Asian countries is considered to be the 
large percentage of men who regularly visit prostitutes. Eastern Europe and Central 
Asia are now experiencing 'the fastest growth of HIV infection in the history of 
AIDs' (International Herald Tribune). This includes Russia, where there are 3 
million injecting drug users, 860,000 with HTV infection. Western Europe has 
more than half a million HTV infected people. In Britain the infection rate has 
doubled since 1998, and most of the new victims are heterosexual. 

At the International Aids Conference in Bangkok last July it was confirmed that 
some $4.7 billion had been spent on combating the disease in Year 2003. The 
United States undertook to provide $15 billion over the next five years - a fifth to be 
spent on preventative campaigns, and the balance on treating those infected and 
providing care for the millions of children orphaned as a result of the disease. 
What immense cost through human departure from the wisdom of divine counsel! 
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The Power of the Gospel 
David Hyland, Middlesbrough, England 

To the human mind it might seem improbable that Jews or Greeks of the first 
century AD would accept the gospel. In the goodness of God many did because 
divine power is unlimited and the gospel ...is the power of God to salvation for 
everyone who believes (Rom.1:16). Humanly speaking, it would seem that 
proclaiming to sophisticated Greeks that God's wisdom and His way of salvation lay 
in a despised and crucified man would be doomed to failure. To Jewish hearers the 
idea that God's promised deliverance lay in a crucified Messiah seemed outrageous. 
The message was proclaimed regardless of the prejudices of the hearers, and the 
Spirit of God worked in the hearts of both Jews and Greeks. The natural man does 
not believe in the serious consequences of sin, but it is the Spirit's work to convict of 
sin. Those who heard the call of God and responded to the message of the cross 
discovered that the gospel is a revelation of both the power of God and the wisdom 
of God (1 Cor.1:24). The order of the words seems to be significant; before men 
and women can marvel at divine wisdom they must first experience the power of 
God in dealing with their sins. 
Those who accepted the gospel were from various walks of life and had different 
racial backgrounds, but in one Spirit they were all baptized into one body (1 
Cor.12:13 RV). As members of the Church which is Christ's Body their racial origin 
and social class became insignificant. But the message of the cross which bridges 
many divides creates another. The cross divides human society into those who are 
perishing and those who are being saved (1 Cor.l:18). This process is still going 
on. It should be the desire of those who are being saved to take the gospel to those 
who are perishing so that they may discover that Christ Jesus ... became for us 
wisdom from God - and righteousness and sanctification and redemption (1 
Cor.1:30). 
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Names and Titles of the Lord Jesus 

4. Son of David 

John Terrell, Carlisle, England 

Having considered the titles 'Son of God' and 'Son of Man', we now come to a very 
interesting title of the Lord's Sonship, namely, 'Son of David'. If, as we saw, the 
name Son of God was outstandingly God's name for His Son; and Son of Man the 
Lord's name for Himself, then Son of David was predominantly the Jews' name 
for Jesus. Not that the title was first applied in Scripture by the Jewish people of 
His day. Indeed, His lineage through David was specified as clearly at the 
annunciation by the angel Gabriel as was the name Son of God. Gabriel said to Mary 
"He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will 
give Him the throne of His father David". When Matthew came in due course to 
write his gospel narrative, he opened it with, The book of the genealogy of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of David. 

Still, it is usually from the lips of the Jewish people with whom the Lord Jesus 
came in contact, that we have Him described as 'Son of David'. We can easily 
forget what a heroic figure of history King David was to the Jews. So much so 
that, after the sacking of Jerusalem in AD 70, two Roman emperors, fearful of a 
resurgence of Jewish nationalism, ordered the destruction of all direct 
descendants of David - shades of the slaughter of the innocents by Herod at the 
time of the Lord's nativity. It was during the first century before His birth that 
Jewish poets first directly called the expected Messiah, Son of David. So the 
linkage of this title with the anticipated Messiah was already established in Jewish 
thought when the Lord Jesus came among them. On the last great day of the Feast 
of Tabernacles, as recounted in Jn 7, some people out of the crowd said, "Has not 
the Scripture 
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said that the Christ comes from the seed of David and from the town of 
Bethlehem, where David was?" (Jn 7:42). 

Furthermore, the writings of the ancient Hebrew prophets, linking Messiah to the 
family of David, were familiar to educated Jews. Jeremiah spoke of the Lord 
raising up a righteous Branch for David, and of David never lacking a man to sit on 
the throne of the house of Israel (Jer.23:5; Jer.33:17). So did Amos, Ezekiel and 
Zechariah, while Hosea spoke of the day when Israel would return and seek the 
Lord their God and David their king (Hos.3:5). But it is Isaiah who provides 
perhaps the most striking prophecy in Isa.9:6,7. There we have the Messianic 
prediction of the Child born and the Son given. And the government will be upon 
His shoulder ... Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end, 
upon the throne of David and over His kingdom. But the extent to which the Jewish 
people of His own day perceived Him as the Son of David, is shown by the way 
many who were healed spoke of Him. 

In Matt.9:27-28 we read of two blind men who followed Jesus crying out, "Son of 
David, have mercy on us!" What is even more surprising and gratifying is the 
response of the men when the Lord challenged, "Do you believe that I am able to 
do this? " "Yes, Lord," was their short, direct answer, adding to their understanding 
of His Messiahship, faith in His divine authority as Lord. Little wonder that the 
Master immediately touched their eyes saying, "According to your faith let it be to 
you". A very similar occasion recurred later outside Jericho with two blind men 
addressing the Lord in identical terms and receiving the same desired blessing 
(Matt.20:29-34). Another individual, who acknowledged Christ as Son of David, 
was the Syro-Phoenician woman whose daughter was healed. Again, her address 
was, "O Lord, Son of David" (Matt.15:22) recognising the Messianic significance 
of the Name. 

Then there was wider discussion of the matter when a blind and mute man was 
restored. We read, And all the multitudes were amazed and said, "Could this be the 
Son of David?" (Matt.l2:23). And when the time came for the triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem in fulfilment of the prophecy of Zech.9, Then the multitudes who went 
before and those who followed cried out saying: "Hosanna to the Son of David! 
'Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!' Hosanna in the highest!" This, 
we read, was repeated in the Temple. How gratifying it must have been for the 
Lord Jesus to hear such acknowledgement by the common people who heard Him 
gladly. And how sad that their voice of praise was so soon to be silenced, and 
drowned by shouts of, 'Crucify!' 
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It is obvious that the Lord gladly accepted the title Son of David from the Jewish 
people. But there was one occasion on which He had a brush with the Pharisees 
about it. While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, saying, 
"What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is He?" They said to Him, "The 
Son of David". He said to them, "How then does David in the Spirit call Him 
'Lord,' saying: 'The Lord said to my Lord, "Sit at My right hand, till I make Your 
enemies Your footstool"'? "If David then calls Him 'Lord,' how is He his Son?" 
And no one was able to answer Him a word (Matt.22:41-46). Of course, the 
Pharisees were well acquainted with the psalm from which the Lord had quoted. 
Ps.110 was universally accepted as a psalm of the Messiah. The Pharisees did not 
dispute David as the author of the psalm. The 'Lord' who speaks is God; and the 
'Lord' addressed is Messiah. Again, no argument. But the Pharisees had already 
agreed that Messiah is the Son of David. Here in the psalm David calls Him Lord. 
So, Messiah is both Son of David and Lord of David. It was checkmate by the 
Lord as far as the Pharisees were concerned, and they knew it! 

In introducing His monumental treatise on salvation, the epistle to the Romans, 
Paul speaks of... His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed of David 
according to the flesh, and declared to be the Son of God with power, according to 
the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead. And to Timothy Paul 
wrote, Remember that Jesus Christ, of the seed of David, was raised from the dead 
according to my gospel. Also, in his Pentecost address in Jerusalem, Peter quoted 
extensively from Ps.16 where David, in inspired poetry, looked forward to the 
resurrection of the dead and the resultant glories of heaven. This he does in words 
which carry us forward into realms of eternal joy in our reflections on great David's 
greater Son. 
Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoices; 
My flesh also will rest in hope. 
For You will not leave my soul in Sheol, nor will You allow Your Holy One to see 
corruption. 
You will show me the path of life; in Your presence is fullness of joy; at Your right 
hand are pleasures forevermore. 
How deeply thankful we are that David's Lord took our manhood and became 
David's Son, so that through His death at Calvary we might share in that fulness 
of joy which David anticipated, and remember that when the Lord Jesus returns 
in power and glory, He will sit on the throne of David. 
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Opened Secrets 

6. The Mystery of Christ 

By David Webster, Liverpool, England 

What is it that is being built by the Lord Jesus, which came into existence on the 
day of Pentecost, which embraces millions of people from different backgrounds, 
that cannot be damaged or destroyed and that is destined to be close to its Saviour 
and Preserver for all eternity? The answer is the church, of course, described as the 
body of Christ and the mystery of Christ. 

It has already been noted that a mystery carries the meaning of 'a truth 
undiscoverable except by revelation, long hid, now made manifest'.1 In relation to 
the mystery of Christ this is clearly spelt out by Paul in Eph.3 in which he both gives 
a definition of a mystery and tells us exactly what the mystery of Christ is: Surely 
you have heard about the administration of God's grace that was given to me for 
you, that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written 
briefly. In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the 
mystery of Christ, which was not made known to men in other generations as it has 
now been revealed by the Spirit to God's holy apostles and prophets. This mystery is 
that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together 
of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.2 

It was not revealed in past generations so it was not something godly people looked 
forward to. It was not a discovery either but God revealed it to Paul and his fellow 
apostles. It was radical: Jews and Gentiles did not mix socially or religiously but 
they are together in 
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this. It is a body and those involved in it share together in 'the promise'. The 
reference to a promise suggests that the blessings were known about: for example 
that Abraham will surely become a great and powerful nation, and all nations on 
earth will be blessed through him,3 even though the concept of the church the body 
of Christ was not known. 

As those who have believed on the Lord Jesus and find ourselves in Christ, the 
mystery of Christ can be appreciated by its: 

1. Closeness 

In Rom.12:4-5 Paul uses the picture of a body to illustrate this: Just as each of us has 
one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 
so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the 
others. There is nothing closer to me than my body! And the parts of my body are 
close to one another in a special way! That, says Paul, is how close we are to each 
other and to our Lord Jesus. 

The same picture is pursued in 1 Cor.12:18-21. Diversity in unity is what is in 
view here. The natural body is a unity which is made up of parts which have very 
different functions. So it is with Christ.4 Not so much the Lord Jesus, here, but the 
church which is His body. My eye and my hand have very different functions and 
uses but both are important to me! Paul's point is that Christian believers form a 
body like that. We all have different gifts but we are not all expected to do the 
same things. 

2. Protection and Comfort 
Often at an English marriage service the congregation is reminded that marriage 
'was ordained for the mutual society, help, and comfort, that one ought to have of 
the other, both in prosperity and adversity'.5 That idea comes from what Paul wrote 
in Eph.5:23-33. The husband is head of the wife and is to love her, protect her, 
care for her and remain committed to her. Interestingly a husband is to love his 
wife as he loves himself! And, even further, as Christ loved the church. Although 
that ideal is rarely reached it should be what a Christian husband aims to do and it 
is certainly what Christ does for the church. 

3. Fullness 

In what way is the Lord Jesus incomplete? Only in relation to the mystery of 
Christ. The word of God teaches us that: God placed all things under his feet and 
appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the 
fulness of him who fills everything in every way.6 
It is hard to imagine that redeemed humanity could add anything to the Lord 
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Jesus! Nevertheless it is clear that something is added to the Saviour by the 
church. We read regarding Adam that there was no helper suitable for him until 
the Lord gave him Eve. Maybe it is that, although He gives fullness to everything 
He considers himself unsatisfied until the church is presented to Him. It is true, of 
course, that the Lord Jesus indwells every believer by the Holy Spirit7 but this is 
something beyond even that! 

4. Status 

But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with 
Christ even when we were dead in transgressions - it is by grace you have been 
saved. And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly 
realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the 
incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 

Imagine the honour of being admitted to the outskirts of God's heaven! Imagine 
just being somewhere vaguely connected with the glory of God. Most of us would 
settle for that! But no, the mystery of Christ deepens as we learn that we are raised 
up and seated with Christ! The status of those in Christ is to be found in their being 
right where Christ is. And just in case our heads start to swell we are reminded that it 
is by grace and as a result of God's kindness that we are treated like this and given 
such privileges! It seems that the church is so closely connected to its Head that God 
already sees us raised when Christ was raised and seated with Christ in the 
aftermath of the glorious completed work of redemption. 

5. Indestructibility 

Sadly many good things can go wrong. Even when we are doing our best to 
follow God's Word we have the capacity to make mistakes. It is comforting, 
therefore, to be assured that the mystery of Christ, the church, cannot be harmed 
or destroyed. The Lord Jesus said, "I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I 
will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it." 9 

The church about which Jesus was speaking that day at Caesarea Philippi was the 
church elsewhere described as 'his body'10, 'a radiant church',11 and whose members 
are said to be neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are 
all one in Christ Jesus.12 This universal church is not to be confused with a local 
church described in Scripture as a church of God, or the church at Jerusalem,13 or the 
church of the Laodiceans14 for example. The local church can be destroyed: Satan 
can attack it; human beings can spoil it and God himself can withdraw from it. 
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6. Holiness 

Christians are commanded to be holy in our day to day lives and we know the feeling 
of not living up to that: so often our lives fall far short of what our God requires from 
us. However the wonderful truth about this mystery, the church, is that it is already 
holy! The word of God assures us that Christ loved the church and gave himself 
up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the 
word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle 
or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.15 

This takes away any fear of being rejected because of what we are or of losing our 
Salvation. Our hope and faith is in what Christ has done and in the promises of 
God's word. The Lord Jesus sees the church as beautiful and radiant, holy and 
pure! 

The Manifold Wisdom of God 

Good news is for sharing, isn't it? That was how Paul felt about this unveiled 
mystery. A prisoner of the Romans, he still looked for ways to pass it on: He 
invited the Colossians to ...pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our 
message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in 
chains.16 Looking back to Eph.2 we learn that 
■ the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel 
■ Jews and Gentiles are members together of one body 
■ they share together in the promise in Christ Jesus. 
■ they are exposed to the unsearchable riches of Christ 
■ they are to make known the manifold wisdom of God to the rulers and 

authorities in the heavenly realms 
■ both may approach God with freedom and confidence. 
This marvellous mystery was to be revealed to both human beings and spirit 
beings. To one it was the offer of a message of deliverance, hope and inclusion 
in the things of God. To the other it was a way of increasing their understanding 
of the multi-faceted wisdom of God. This great mystery is appreciated not only 
here and now but beyond this present world. And the amazing thing is this: God 
has planned for you and me to share in it. 
(1)     Easton's Bible Dictionary (2)  Eph3:2-6 (3)   Gen 18:18 
(4)    1 Cor.12:12 (5)    Book of Common Prayer (6)   Eph.1:22-23 
(7)     2 Tim 1:14 (8)    Eph.2:4-7 (9)   Matt 16:18 (10) Eph.5:23 
(11) Eph5:27 (12)  Gal.3:28 (13) Acts 11:22 (14) Col.4:16 
(15) Eph.5:25-27    (16) Col.4:3  
(Bible quotations are from the New International Version) 
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The Generation Gap 

Greg Neely, Toronto, Canada 

The apostle Paul recognized the problem of the generation gap. As he 
approached the last years of his life, he wrote a couple of letters to a young man 
of whom he had grown very fond to encourage him to be everything that the Lord 
wanted him to be, no matter what other generations thought of him. He was writing 
to Timothy who was a young man, a spiritual man, a man who at a young age 
had decided to follow the Lord Jesus. He said to him, Let no one look down on 
your youthfulness, but rather in speech, conduct, love, faith and purity, show 
yourself an example of those who believe (1 Tim.4:12). 

Paul had written several years earlier to the Corinthians about Timothy and told them 
he was doing the Lord's work ... So let no one despise him (1 Cor.l6:10-11). Just 
a young man giving his all for the Lord. Such men, such women, whether young or 
old, are to be respected and encouraged, earnestly prayed for and helped. 

Some people disregard and even despise the speech and conduct of young men 
and women. The answer to the problem is exactly what Paul said to Timothy: show 
yourself an example of those who believe. The word translated example is the 
word for pattern, or the impression that is made when something soft is struck with 
a blow. Show that you match the pattern of the Lord's will. No one can look down 
on that! Show that you have been with the Lord, in His Word, and on your knees in 
His presence, such that He has made an impression on your life and character. No 
one can despise that. How can it be done? 

In speech 

Are the words that you use an example of what Christ used? Because Paul says be 
an example of those who believe, not an example to those who believe. You are 
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imitating Christ and He spoke the truth, firmly, yet with grace. And all were 
speaking well of Him, and wondering at the gracious words which were falling from 
His lips (Lk.4:22). Remember Peter's words about Him ... and while being reviled, 
He did not revile in return (1 Pet.2:23). We are told, Let your speech always be 
with grace, as though seasoned with salt (Col.4:6). 

In conduct 
The word is behaviour. Peter says: be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; 
because it is written, "YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY" (1 Pet.l:15,16). 
He also says, Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that ... they 
may because of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of 
visitation (1 Pet.2:12). James says, Who among you is wise and understanding? Let 
him show by his good behavior his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom (Jas.3:13). 

In love 

That is agape love, 'in spite of kind of love, the love that God demonstrates for us. 
But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us (Rom.5:8). Not while we were pleasing Him or doing His will, 
not while we were loving Him, but in spite of the fact that we were sinners 
deserving death, our just wages. Walk in love, just as Christ also loved you 
(Eph.5:2). And if that were not enough, "All men will know that you are My 
disciples, if you have love for one another" (Jn 13:35). 

In faith 

And without faith it is impossible to please Him (Heb.11:6). As Paul prepares the 
Ephesian saints for their spiritual warfare, and tells them of the armour of God 
which they are to put on, he says,... in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith 
with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one 
(Eph.6:16). Not some, but all of the missiles. 
In purity 

From the same root word as holy. It means to be uncontaminated. Impurity starts 
in the thoughts and works its way out into actions. Paul tells the Philippians: 
whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if 
anything worthy of praise, dwell on these things (Phil.4:8). What do you think 
about? This is the list that will keep you pure in thought and action. 

So you don't want to be disregarded and looked down on? Imitate Christ and 
people will look up to you!  

(Quotations from the NASB) 
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Focus 

Papal Paradox 
George Prasher, Manchester, England 

Pope John Paul II died on 29th March 2005, having fulfilled more than a quarter-
century of distinguished service in the papal office - longer than any other pope 
except Pius IX (1846 - 1878). His personality and energetic zeal fitted him to 
break out from traditional papal reclusion, mostly cloistered in the Vatican except 
for brief excursions within Europe. Just three months after his appointment in 1978 
John Paul II undertook his first pilgrimage to Mexico and Dominica. Over the years 
he made 104 similar excursions to scores of countries, including distant third-
world areas such as Uganda, Zambia, South Korea, Indonesia and Timor. On 
arrival he would dramatically kneel to kiss the tarmac. His orchestrated procession 
through welcoming crowds was designed to express his personal interest in all 
belonging to the Catholic faith. He once observed: "To have communion with the 
people, that's the most important thing." 

Doubtless this openness and studied publicity also did much to stimulate 
recruitment to the Catholic Church, especially in some third-world countries. 
Official statistics claim a 40% increase in number world-wide during John Paul 
II's reign, bringing the total to 1.09 billion. The most rapid growth was in Africa. 
Another outgoing feature of his papal tenure was the active promotion of 
ecumenical dialogue with bold initiatives to build bridges and seek reconciliation. 
When reviewing the two millennia since Christ he publicly acknowledged the 
wrong of the Inquisition and the Crusades, apologizing for Roman Catholic 
involvement. Also his Church's condemnation of Galileo for teaching that the sun, 
not the earth, was the centre of the solar system. John Paul II tried strenuously to 
find accommodation with the eastern Orthodox Church which 
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had broken away from the Roman Church in the eleventh century. He held talks 
with the Church of England. He was the first pope to visit a mosque. 

Perhaps most significantly he strove to change the stance of the Catholic faith 
towards the Jewish people and Judaism. He upheld the right of Jews to 
nationhood in Israel, formally recognizing the State of Israel in 1994. In Year 2000 
he visited Israel, prayed at the Western Wall (without any reference to the Lord 
Jesus!) and paid homage at the Yad Vashem Holocaust Memorial. There he 
recalled Polish friends and neighbours who had perished. "Men, women and 
children cry out from the depth of the horror they knew," he said, "How can we fail 
to hear their cry?" There too he met a Jewish concentration camp survivor who 
remembered him as a young Polish cleric who had saved her life. 

Yet in contrast to these relatively liberal attitudes in relationships with other 
faiths, John Paul II maintained a conservative grip among his own flock, a 
paradox which many found difficult to understand. For there were Catholic 
bishops and priests, particularly in North America, who advocated change on a 
number of issues. Because of acute shortage of new recruits for the priesthood they 
favoured the recognition of women priests. The Pope firmly dismissed the idea, 
asserting that there was not even to be any further discussion of the subject. The 
Jesuit leadership was disbanded because of liberal theological tendencies. 
Catholic scholars who presumed to deviate from traditional doctrinal views 
would be taken to task. National bishops' conferences must seek Vatican approval 
before issuing statements on doctrine. 

On practical issues such as abortion, contraception, homosexuality and 
euthanasia he retained a rigid disapproval. Many of his Church members ignored 
the Vatican's declared standards about these matters. Aware of this, he rebuked 
people who attended Mass but did not respect the guidance of their Church, 
reaffirming that "it should be prohibited - in every case - to violate these 
precepts." 

Outstandingly John Paul II was an ardent devotee of Mary, the Lord's mother. As he 
collapsed when shot by an assassin in St. Peter's Square (May 13 1981) his appeal 
was to "Mary, my mother." Believing he owed his life to her, the bullet which 
nearly killed him was fitted into a jewelled crown adorning her statue at Fatima. 
Yet Scripture asserts that there is but one mediator between God and men, Himself 
man, Christ Jesus (1 Tim.2:5). In this, as in countless other inconsistencies, the 
Roman Catholic Church makes void the word of God by its traditions. Sadly 
appropriate to so much of the late Pope's acclaimed record are the words of 
Paul the apostle about his Jewish compatriots: they have a zeal for God, but not 
according to knowledge (Rom.10:2). 
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Oh My God! 
John Johnson, Kilmarnock, Scotland 

We hear the expression, "Oh my God!" uttered irreverently in a profane way with 
no thought of God. It is so very different when a psalmist exclaims these words 
which occur in the psalms at least ten times and the words 'my God' many times. 
When the words are uttered by a psalmist it is from the heart to God who hears the 
cry. 
What do I mean when I say that God is my God? First, God is Eternal - He was, 
is and ever shall be. He spans the infinities of time and space. God is Almighty - He 
is the Creator of the universe and all that is in the universe. There is nothing too 
difficult for Him. 
Twice I have heard this: 
That power belongs to God. 
Also to You, O Lord, belongs mercy (Ps.62:11,12). 
God is holy - so holy that the mighty beings in His presence continually say, "Holy, 
holy, holy, Lord God Almighty" (Rev.4:8). 

Second, what do I mean when I say that God is my God? God, the Eternal, the 
Almighty and thrice Holy has revealed Himself to each believer in His Son, 
Jesus Christ, who is one with the Father and Holy Spirit. By the sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ on the cross of Calvary, He has forgiven the sins of each believer in Christ 
and has saved him/her from eternal judgement. He has by that same sacrifice of 
Christ, brought each believer into an eternal covenant relationship with Himself. I, 
as a believer in Christ, belong to God and can say reverently, "God belongs to me". 
I owe all to Him. He works all things together for my good. He is the One whom I 
worship and serve, He helps me and I call upon Him when I have a problem. He is 
my God. 
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Names and Titles of the Lord Jesus 

5. Lamb of God 

John Terrell, Carlisle, England 

Among the titles of the Lord Jesus in the Scriptures 'Lamb of God' is perhaps the 
one which draws us in the deepest tenderness to Calvary and its amazing 
sacrifice. It brings flooding back so much of the Old Testament imagery of 
sacrifice and offerings which, over so many centuries of Israel's history, 
foreshadowed the coming of the Christ and His work of atonement and 
redemption. It floods with light the sacred message of Israel's central annual 
festival, the Passover, with all its association of divine delivering power flowing 
out of death and blood-shedding. It evokes the person of the Saviour in a beauty, 
humility and grace which quietens the spirit to meditation and worship. 
"Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!" The words were, 
of course, those of John on Jordan's banks; words which have inspired Christian 
thought and instructed devout minds over the centuries, concerning the saving 
purpose of the Son of God. At the very outset of the Lord's public ministry these 
were the words to focus attention immediately on the very heart of His resolve 
in coming into the world, to go to Calvary 'for us men and for our salvation' as 
the fine words of the Catechism put it. John first pointed Jesus out in these terms 
when he saw Him coming toward Him; and then later he again said, "Behold the 
Lamb of God!" and we also read he was looking at Jesus as He walked (Jn 1:36). 
He came as the Lamb of God, and He walked this sad world as the Lamb of God. 
The lovely characteristics of meekness, innocence, humility, and submission to 
His Father's will, which attach to this precious title, were evident daily in His life 
and ministry. They delighted the Father hour by hour as 
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Father and Son walked together to Calvary. 

The vivid picture springs to mind of Abraham and Isaac who went together to 
Moriah. Then from Isaac came the burning question, "Look, the fire and the wood, 
but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?" And Abraham said, "My son, God will 
provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering." But no such question came from 
the Lamb of God, described in Rev.13:8 as the Lamb slain from the foundation of 
the world. Together Father and Son went to Calvary, in the complete understanding 
of the sacrifice ahead, and in full appreciation of the prophetic import of Isaiah's 
sombre words, He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its 
shearers is silent. And it was while speaking of the unbroken communion of Father 
and Son in Matt.11 - "No one knows the Son except the Father" - that the Lord 
gave us such precious words as, "/ am gentle and lowly in heart." 

As year succeeded year and century succeeded century, the morning and evening 
lamb was killed in the tabernacle or temple by the priests of Israel. Never did the 
sun rise and never did it set on planet earth but God saw Calvary portrayed before 
Him in all its awfulness and beauty, day in, day out. The people, even the priests, 
must often have slipped into something of a routine about it all, but not the God of 
heaven who loved His people Israel with an everlasting love; who "gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life." 

There were many occasions in Israel's calendar when lambs, as well as other 
animals, were sacrificed and all carried their prophetic message of the coming Christ. 
Outstanding, however, was the Passover. The hand of God was about to be revealed 
in overwhelming authority and power in delivering His people from Egypt. All of 
this could have been accomplished without sacrifice or the shedding of blood by the 
direct exercise of divine strength. But in the deeper purposes of God, deliverance 
from Egyptian bondage with all its overtones of sin and iniquity, must be combined 
with divine judgement on that sin. And this meant a provision for the protection of 
His believing and faithful people. So through Moses and Aaron came the 
command, "Speak to all the congregation of Israel saying, 'On the tenth day of this 
month every man shall take for himself a lamb, according to the house of his father, 
a lamb for a household'." 

The rest of the story of that unforgettable night will be familiar to readers. The lamb 
selected, kept and scrutinised for flaws; its blood shed and placed on the lintel and 
posts of the doors; its flesh eaten roast with fire, unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 
So the memorial went on year after year until at last, at Calvary, the Lamb of God 
was slain, to the very hour, as the Passover lambs were being slaughtered in the 
temple courts. The awfulness of sin, and the 
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dreadful price of its cleansing, were uppermost in Paul's mind when he wrote to the 
Corinthians, Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us {I Cor.5:7). The disciple 
who was able to describe himself as a witness of the sufferings of Christ also 
wrote to the scattered Jewish Christians, knowing that you were not redeemed with 
corruptible things, like silver or gold... but with the precious blood of Christ, as of 
a lamb without blemish and without spot. 

Spotless Lamb by God provided! 
Here upon His face we gaze, 
Where the Father's love and glory 
Shine in all their brightest rays.  (J.G.Deck) 

Down the now notorious Gaza Strip a fine chariot rumbled its way south from 
Jerusalem. Its distinguished occupant, returning to Ethiopia, was in sombre mood, 
doubtless a disappointed and perplexed man. Jerusalem had failed to yield the 
spiritual secret he was searching for. But he had acquired a scroll of the prophet 
Isaiah. So he read, "He was led as a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb before its 
shearer is silent, so He opened not His mouth. In His humiliation His justice was 
taken away. And who will declare His generation? For His life is taken from the 
earth" (Acts 8:32,33). It was the old, ever new story of the seeking soul and the 
seeking Saviour. For Philip, the Lord's messenger in the Lord's message, 
welcomed the Ethiopian's response to his offer of help, and sitting alongside him 
in the chariot, he opened his mouth and, beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus 
to him. We can hardly imagine that he did not tell him about the Baptist's cry, 
"Behold the Lamb of God!" 

The New Testament book which speaks most of the Lord Jesus as the Lamb is, of 
course, the Revelation given to John. Transported to the throne room of heaven 
and the wonders of the living creatures and the elders, John looked and behold, in 
the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the midst of the 
elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain. Among nearly thirty references 
to Christ as the Lamb in Revelation, is the resounding hymn of adoration often 
thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands of celestial beings, 
"Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom, and 
strength and honor and glory and blessing!" Furthermore, we read that every 
created thing which is in the heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, takes 
up the adoring cry, "Blessing and honor and glory and power be to Him who sits 
on the throne, and to the Lamb, forever and ever!" (Rev.5:13). One day, praise 
God, our voices will join that great chorus of heavenly praise. 

Lord, we own, with hearts adoring, 
He has loved us unto blood; 
Glory, glory everlasting 
Be unto the Lamb of God!
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Opened Secrets 

7. The Mystery of the 
hardening of Israel 

By Keith Dorricott, Toronto, Canada 

Why is the nation of Israel so often in the news? Why have the Jewish people 
suffered such atrocities over the centuries, and yet survived? Is it true that they were 
(or still are) God's chosen people? Do they have a future? It can all seem so 
perplexing. 

Two thousand years ago, the apostle Paul wrote to the church in Rome and said he 
didn't want them to be ignorant about it: For I do not desire, brethren, that you 
should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise in your own opinion, 
that blindness (RV: hardening) in part has happened to Israel until the fullness of 
the Gentiles has come in. And so all Israel will be saved.l What is God doing with 
Israel? 

Israel is a unique people 

Four thousand years ago God began by giving Abraham covenant promises 
that he would have numerous descendants and they would have a land of their 
own to occupy, from the Nile to the Euphrates.2 But this territory has never been 
fully occupied. Then, five hundred years later, God told Israel through Moses at Sinai 
that if they would obey His voice and keep His covenant, they would be a special 
treasure to Him above all people.3 God also gave promises to David about a future 
descendant who would one day be Israel's greatest king, and His reign would never 
end.4 Yet from the initial promise to Abraham, God had given intimations that He 
had something planned for other nations (the Gentiles) too.5 
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Paul summarized Israel's unique position by saying that to them pertain the 
adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the service of God, and 
the promises.6 

Israel's hardening 

But Israel repeatedly disobeyed and rebelled, bringing about God's discipline -
defeats, occupation, division and captivity. They resisted God's word through His 
various prophets.7 They hardened their hearts against His word, until He 
eventually hardened them.8 

This culminated in their rejection of their Messiah when He came, in the person 
of Jesus Christ. They were stumbled at Him, and they cast Him aside. As a result, 
they found themselves cast aside by God as His people, although not permanently. 
The Jewish people have been dispersed throughout the nations of the world, and 
subjected to numerous atrocities, for the best part of two thousand years. 

The Scriptures describe Israel as like an olive tree, which is a beautiful tree, with 
fruit that is good to eat and also produces an oil that is used for cooking and for 
ceremonial anointing. Without its fruit, the olive tree is useless, good only to be 
cut down and burned. Its individual branches die off, and others take their place. 
And so branches of the olive tree, disobedient Jews, were cut off. 

A small minority is preserved 

However not all Jews were disobedient. God preserved a remnant, a small core, 
as He always does to continue His purposes. Christ's apostles (all Jews) were given 
the kingdom, after His ascension to heaven, under a new covenant that can never 
expire. The basis of acceptance under this covenant was faith in Jesus Christ, and 
some Jews responded. And so the root of the olive tree was preserved. 

The fullness of the Gentiles 

And then the gospel was opened out to Gentile people, and God's longstanding 
purposes for them began to emerge. Those Gentiles who put faith in Jesus Christ 
were able to be grafted in, without distinction, as branches of the existing olive tree 
of Israel, taking the place of those Jewish branches which had previously been 
broken off. And so came to pass the prophecy "Then I will say to those who were 
not My people, 'You are My people!' And they shall say, 'You are my God!'" 9 This 
was hard for many Jews to accept; they had looked down on Gentiles as 
uncircumcised heathens, and now they were accepted just on the basis of faith. 
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The Jews still in unbelief 
This is the phase in which we are now living in the twenty-first century. The nation 
of Israel at large has been set aside by God as His earthly people, due to the 
hardening of most of their hearts to Jesus Christ. The veil that Paul spoke of in 2 
Cor.3 is over their eyes; they cannot see that the old covenant has passed away. 
This state of affairs will continue until the fullness of the Gentiles10 - until all of the 
chosen Gentiles have been added through faith in the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Israel has a future 

After the return of Christ to the air for believers in this age, God will resume His 
calendar of seventy weeks of years (490 years) for Israel's final judgment11 and the 
restoration of the city of Jerusalem. The times of the Gentiles will be brought to 
completion.12 Israel (and Gentiles) on the earth at the time will suffer a time of 
great tribulation,13 when they will pay dearly for what they did to Christ when He 
came to them. It will however be cut short in order to preserve the 'elect' ones, 
and their salvation will come out of the heavenly Zion14 to the earthly Zion in the 
person of Jesus Christ as He concludes His second coming. He will come to purge 
and restore His people and to establish His kingdom among them for a thousand 
years. During this time the full territory promised to Abraham will be occupied by 
Israel as a nation, and He will sit as King in fulfilment of the promises to David. 
Repentant and converted Israel will again be functioning as the people of God on 
this earth. 

And so will unfold Has fullness of Israel - the times of their riches and life from the 
dead.15 They will mercifully have been grafted back into God's olive tree, 
repentantly coming to belief after having been provoked to jealousy by God 
blessing the Gentiles who never had the privileges they had. Another generation 
of Israel's faithful children will yet be the chosen earthly people of God, and even 
today we should love the current generation for their faithful fathers' sake.16 

God, in His great purpose and goodness, is using the present hardening in part of 
Israel, so that both Jews and Gentiles will come to fullness. Not only Jews, as in Old 
Testament times, nor Christians to the exclusion of the Jews as God's earthly 
people, as it is today. 
1. Rom.11:25,26        2. Gen.l5:18 3. Ex.19:5,6 4. 2 Sam.7:12,13 
5. Gen.12:3 6. Rom.9:4 7. Isa.65:2,3 
8. Isa.63:17; Rom.11:8 9. Hos.2:23 10. Rom.11:25 
11. Dan.9:24-27       12. Lk.21:24 13. Matt.24:21 
14. Ps.14:7; Rom.11:26 15. Rom.11:12,15 16.  Rom.11:25,28 
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Names and Titles of the Lord Jesus 

6. My Servant 

John Terrell, Carlisle, England 

One of the very significant titles of the Lord Jesus in the Scriptures, and one that 
is rich in teaching about His person and work, is 'My Servant'. It is a title given 
in the Old Testament prophetic scriptures, and Isa.42 is our first text about the 
Lord Jesus as the Servant of Jehovah. "Behold! My Servant whom I uphold, My 
Elect One in whom My soul delights! I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will 
bring forth justice to the Gentiles. He will not cry out, nor raise His voice, nor 
cause His voice to be heard in the street. A bruised reed He will not break, and 
smoking flax He will not quench; He will bring forth justice for truth. He will not 
fail nor be discouraged, till He has established justice in the earth; and the 
coastlands shall wait for His law." What completely assures us that these words 
belong to the Lord Jesus, is their quotation in the gospel according to Matt.12. 
There the Master had come into conflict with the Pharisees who disputed with 
Him about which acts were legitimate on the Sabbath. In the quiet of the 
synagogue the Lord graciously restored die withered hand of a man doubtless 
condemned to permanent unemployment as a result of his disability. All in all a 
pretty typical day in the Lord's kindly, unobtrusive ministry of healing and grace. 
And the Holy Spirit through Matthew directly applies the words we have quoted 
from Isa.42. 'My Servant', chosen, Spirit anointed, serving the divine purpose in 
quiet gentleness and sympathetic care for men and women in desperate need - a 
lovely presentation of the grace of God in Christ (Matt.12:15-21). 
Now it's very interesting to note that the designation 'Servant', far from being a 
term of disparagement or 
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condescension in the Old Testament scriptures, is one that is applied to nearly all of 
the great men of their day. Without quoting all the scripture references, we note 
that 'Servant' is the description of no less worthies than Abraham, Moses, Joshua, 
David, Elijah and many others. 'Servant' is a designation also applied to Israel as a 
nation. Similarly, Paul and the other apostles speak of themselves as servants, 
bondservants of Jesus Christ. It conjures up images of humility, obedience, 
faithfulness. And why not, we may ask, concerning the attitudes and actions of 
men and women in relation to their God? Why not indeed! Men consider it an 
honour today to serve the monarch or president of their country, whether in high 
office or in a more lowly role. 

But the amazing aspect of the subject is its application to the Lord Jesus Christ who, 
being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but 
made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant... and became 
obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. 
There are four servant passages in the prophecy of Isaiah each presenting varying 
shades of teaching about the One who was to come. They are in chapters 
49,50,52,53 as well as chapter 42. Through all of them shine God's delight in His 
holy Servant. In Isa.49 we have Him depicted as a polished shaft in God's quiver. 
His mouth is like a sharp sword, and He receives the promise that God will be 
glorified in Him and, '"I will also give You as a light to the Gentiles, that You 
should be My salvation to the ends of the earth.'" Passage after passage from the 
New Testament about the Lord spring to mind from such words. Out of His mouth, 
said John in Rev.1, went a sharp two-edged sword and, "Go therefore and make 
disciples of all the nations ..." was the command to His appointed men as they 
looked symbolically from the mountain in Galilee to the ends of the earth. In 
Isa.50 there is a sketch of the whole odyssey of salvation from the words "He 
awakens My ear to hear as the learned" through to the sufferings of such words as, 
"I gave My back to those who struck Me ... I did not hide My face from shame 
and spitting"; and the supreme challenge to the adversary, "Who will contend with 
Me? Let us stand together." 

But it is in Isa.52,53 that we have the richest presentation of Jehovah's suffering 
Servant. Here the Servant, destined to be exalted and very high, is seen with visage 
marred more than any man, and His form more than the sons of men. Yet kings, we 
are told would shut their mouths at Him one day when what had not been hitherto 
told them they would see. Every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him are the 
words through John in Rev.1:7. Isaiah's clearest Messianic prophecy of all is in 
Isa.53. We treasure the passage beginning, He was wounded for our 
transgressions ... and the 
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LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. Then the fearful turbulence dies down 
as we come to the lovely promise, He shall see the labor of His soul and be 
satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many ... Therefore I 
will divide Him a portion with the great, and He shall divide the spoil with the 
strong. 

Our thoughts carry over again quite unbidden to the profound address of Paul to 
the Philippians concerning Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not 
consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, 
taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being 
found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the 
point of death, even the death of the cross. Therefore God also has highly exalted 
Him and given Him the Name which is above every name, that at the Name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of 
those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. What a presentation of the Servant of 
Jehovah! 

And, says the apostle, Let this mind be in you. For although the supreme purpose 
of the Servanthood of Jesus Christ was the sacrifice and suffering of the cross, His 
servant life was for an example to His own in their relations with Him and with one 
another. Consider a basin, water and a towel in an upstairs room in Jerusalem, and 
the Master washing His disciples' feet. "Do you know what I have done to you?" 
Did they? Do we? The same gracious One gently reminded His men, "I am 
among you as the One who serves" (Lk.22:27). And the disciples learned 
something of the amazing truth of this matter for, in presenting their Master in 
gospel preaching, the apostles spoke of the God of our fathers glorifying His 
Servant Jesus; of God having raised up His Servant Jesus. In prayer they spoke of 
Pontius Pilate, the Gentiles, and the people of Israel being gathered together 
against your holy Servant Jesus; and of signs and wonders being done through the 
Name of your holy Servant Jesus (see Acts 3:13-15; Acts 4:25-30). These men had 
watched Jesus, their Master, and they never forgot what they saw. There are 
several words used for servant and service in the New Testament, the most 
striking and significant means bondservant. That is the word in Phil.2. May the 
amazing truth of the self-emptying of the Son of God to take the form of a 
bondservant, never cease to melt and challenge our hearts. 
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Focus 

Lawlessness: the Rising 
Tide 

George Prasher, Manchester, England 

Britain's Parliamentary General Election two months ago reflected public concern 
regarding what is perceived as an alarming growth in the crime rate, especially 
violent crime. Surveys indicate that in England and Wales many people are 
increasingly afraid of going out at night, and that there is more extensive 
installation of security devices than in any other European country. Gun culture is 
spreading, firearms offences having doubled between 1999 and 2004. 

Rival political parties therefore each tried to impress the electorate with promises of 
effective measures to bring about greater security. This was against the background 
of extensive legislation within the last decade which created 270 new offences, 
resulting in growing rates of imprisonment and the most crowded jails in Europe. 
Additionally, 'neighbourhood wardens' and 'community support officers' have been 
introduced to provide what is described as 'reassurance policing'. 
Scripture warns that grievous or terrible times will come in the 'last days', when 
many will be characterized by fierceness or brutality (2 Tim.3:3). This is already 
evident in the ruthlessness of violent crime in today's world. Ps.36:1 relates the 
transgression of the wicked to the fact that, There is no fear of God before his eyes. 
Lack of regard for God, or even recognition of His existence, leads to no sense of 
accountability, and consequent excesses. 

The world was shocked in April 1999 by the horrific shootings at the Columbine 
High School, Littleton, Colorado. Rachel Scott was one of twelve young people 
who were murdered that day, along with a teacher, by 
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gunshot wounds inflicted by two rampaging students. Rachel's father, Darrell 
Scott, was invited to address a subcommittee of the House Judiciary 
Committee. He boldly expressed his conviction that such crimes were basically 
the result of declining recognition of God in American schools: some extracts from 
his address are as follows: 

"The first recorded act of violence was when Cain slew his brother Abel out in the 
field. The villain was not the club he used... The true killer was Cain, and the 
reason for the murder could only be found in Cain's heart ... I am here today to 
declare that Columbine was not just a tragedy - it was a spiritual event that should be 
forcing us to look at where the real blame lies! Much of the blame lies here in 
this room. Much of the blame lies behind the pointing fingers of the accusers 
themselves. I wrote a poem just four nights ago that expresses my feelings best. 
This was written way before I knew I would be speaking here today: 

Your laws ignore our deepest needs, your words are empty air. 
You've stripped away our heritage, you've outlawed simple prayer. 
Now gunshots fill our classrooms, and precious children die. 
You seek for answers everywhere, and ask the question "Why?" 
You regulate restrictive laws, through legislative creed. 
And yet you fail to understand that God is what we need. 

Men and women are three-part beings. We all consist of body, soul and spirit. When 
we refuse to acknowledge a third part of our make-up, we create a void that allows 
evil, prejudice and hatred to rush in and wreak havoc. Spiritual presences were 
present within our educational systems for most of our nation's history. Many of our 
major colleges began as theological seminaries. This is a historical fact. What has 
happened to us as a nation? We have refused to honour God, and in so doing we 
open the doors to hatred and violence. And when something as terrible as 
Columbine's tragedy occurs politicians immediately look for a scapegoat ... They 
immediately seek to pass more restrictive laws ... We do not need more restrictive 
laws ... No amount of gun laws can stop someone who spends months planning 
this type of massacre. The real villain lies within our own hearts." 

Such tragedies impress on us that the mystery of lawlessness is already at work (2 
Thess.2:7). Yet the lawless one is yet to be revealed! His coming is according 
to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, and with all 
unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the 
love of the truth, that they might be saved (2 Thess.2:9,10). The high tide of 
lawlessness has yet to come! 
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Alpha and Omega 

Craig Jones, Manchester, England 

It's a hugely rewarding study, to consider the many names and titles of the Lord 
Jesus in the Bible. Amongst the most wonderful is the trio of titles which the Lord 
Jesus ascribes to Himself in Rev.22:13 "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning 
and the End, the First and the Last." 

The initial impression of these titles is that they effectively say the same thing 
concerning the Lord's eternal nature and character, helping us to try to grasp what 
would seem incomprehensible to our finite minds - that the Lord Jesus Christ is, 
He always has been and always will be. It's also interesting to note that in Rev.1:8 
and Rev.21:6, it is the Lord God who ascribes to Himself the title 'Alpha and 
Omega'. So, this clearly emphasises not only the Lord Jesus' eternal nature, but also 
His eternal deity, as He shares the same title that the Lord God uses for Himself, 
demonstrating their eternal co-existence and unity. 

Although seeming to express the same truth, this trio of titles reveals subtle 
differences of emphasis. 

Alpha & Omega 

Alpha and Omega are, of course, the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, in 
which the New Testament was written. The purpose of letters is to create words 
through which communication is made easier and less susceptible to 
misunderstanding. So in this title, we are considering the Lord Jesus as the Word - 
the means by which God communicates with us. Jn 1:1 declares that the Word was 
with God in the beginning and in verse 14 of that chapter, the one who is referred to 
as the Word is clearly revealed as the Lord Jesus, who became flesh and dwelt among 
us. Rev.19:11-13 describes the rider on the white horse, who is called Faithful and 
True, of whom John 



 

2005-82 

also states His name is called The Word of God. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is the 
perfect revelation of the essence and character of God, the most perfect expression 
of everything that God wants to say to us concerning Himself and His purposes. 
Jesus Christ is the first and last word in everything to do with His God and Father. 
The writer to the Hebrews wonderfully encapsulates this truth, God ... has ... 
spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom 
also He made the worlds: who being the brightness of His glory and the express 
image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power (Heb.1:1-
3). Jesus Himself declared that "the word which you hear is not Mine but the 
Father's who sent me" (Jn 14:24). We are reminded too of the poignant parable He 
spoke to the people, regarding the tenants of the vineyard, to whom the vineyard 
owner sent his servants that he may receive the fruit of the vineyard. The servants 
were treated harshly: rejected, beaten and even killed, until finally the vineyard 
owner said, "I will send my beloved son. Probably they will respect him when they 
see him " (Lk.20:13). It seems incredible to us that those to whom the Lord Jesus was 
sent, as a token of love, as the perfect embodiment of the heart of the Father, should 
so cruelly reject Him, fulfilling Isaiah's prophecy concerning the One who would be 
despised and rejected by men, a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief 
(Isa.53:3). But He is the One through whom the Sovereign Lord God had chosen 
to reveal Himself, and His word to all is, "This is My Beloved Son. Hear Him!" 
(Lk.9:35). 

The Beginning and the End 

This is clearly a matter of time, or rather, eternity. The Greek word 'arche' 
(beginning) essentially means the origin or active cause of something (see W.E. 
Vine Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words). Our minds are 
immediately taken back to Jn 1:1,2 and we might also consider 1 Jn 1:1 and 
Col.l:16-18. Through these familiar scriptures, the Holy Spirit categorically 
teaches us that the Lord Jesus - the eternal Word of God who indeed became 
human, touchable, of whom many in His day could testify by the proof of their 
sense-perception - was pre-existent to the creation of the world. When the world 
had its beginning, the Word already was. The world in fact owes its very existence 
to the awesome, majestic, creatorial power of the One who is the Word of God. 
God said in Gen.1:26, "Let Us make...", a statement that flows on naturally from 
His other spoken words of creation, clearly implying the on-going joint agency of 
the Godhead in the creative process. John makes it crystal clear for us - without 
Him nothing was made that was made (Jn 1:3). Paul further underlines the truth in 
Col.1:16 For by Him all things were created ... all things were created through 
Him and for Him. Just as the Lord Jesus is the active cause and origin of the 
creation, He will also be the One through whom these things will come to an end.  
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1 Pet.4:7 speaks of the end of all things - the same 'all things' that hold together and 
consist in the Lord Jesus Himself. The time will come when this physical creation 
will come to an end and the beginning of the end will be ushered in when the Lord 
Jesus comes back to the air to take those who are His. 
The First and the Last 
The context of this expression, as we have seen, has to do with Christ's 
unchangeable eternal character: He who is First and Last, the centre and 
circumference, the co-equal, co-eternal and con-substantial with the Father. The 
Lord Jesus, in His eternal, divine nature, occupies the place of supreme pre-
eminence, honour and exaltation. He is without doubt the First and Foremost in 
all things. We don't need to think too hard to understand why the Lord Jesus so 
thoroughly deserves such absolute pre-eminence. We need only to go to Col.1:15-
20 for a reminder of why: image of the invisible God ... firstborn over all creation 
... by Him all things were created ...He is before all things ... in Him all things 
consist... He is the head of the body, the church ... the beginning ... firstborn from 
the dead... in Him all the fullness should dwell ... by Him to reconcile all things to 
Himself... made peace through the blood of His cross. This is the incomparable 
Christ, who fully deserves the highest honours, the richest praise and all the glory 
we can ascribe to Him - He is worthy! Nevertheless we come to realize with 
deepest humility and amazement that although He is pre-eminent He had to know 
first and last in a very different aspect too. Like no-one else ever could, Jesus lived 
out and experienced the reality of His own teaching, "the last will be first and the 
first will be last". In majestic grace and humility, in inexpressible love, He stepped 
down from the glorious riches of His place of sovereign splendour, counting it not a 
prize He made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant ... and 
being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to 
the point of death, even the death of the cross (Phil.2:7-8). He took the lowest place, 
He became last in the eyes of the world - the eternal, sovereign Word of God, the 
pre-existent Author of all things, became as a worm, and no man; a reproach of 
men, and despised of the people (Ps.22:6). Hallelujah, what a Saviour! Therefore 
God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every 
name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow ... and that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father (Phil.2:9-
11). 

Our Saviour knows all about beginnings and endings, and so we can be confident 
that He will be with us in all our beginnings and endings. Our life's experience is 
made up of such - some bring anxiety or fear, some bring sorrow, some bring joy and 
renewed hope. How thankful we are that the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning 
and the End, the First and the Last has promised to be with us every step of the 
way. 
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Adoption 

Brian Johnston, Leigh, England 

By any measure adoption is a key New Testament concept. The various 
references to it may seem hard to harmonize, and so it may be helpful to set out the 
subject in its past, present and future aspects. This treatment is analogous to how 
the subject of salvation may also be so treated in terms of salvation from the 
penalty (Eph.2:8), power (Phil.2:12) and presence of sin (Rom.l3:11). 

Our adoption signified inheritance 

When we believed in Christ we were born spiritually as children into God's family 
(Jn 1:12,13) and at the same time we were all adopted as sons of God through faith 
in Christ Jesus (Gal.3:26). The distinct biblical language of adoption drew upon a 
Roman custom whereby children were ceremonially placed in the position of 
becoming legal heirs. This God has already effected for us according to His 
eternal purpose in Christ (Eph.1:5,11). 
Our adoption signifies assurance 

The Spirit of adoption which we have received (Rom.8:15; Gal.4:5-7) is 
intended to give us present assurance of what was settled in the past. Christians 
who live according to the Spirit (Rom.8:4,5,13) are described as sons of God who 
are being led by the Spirit of God (Rom.8:14). The blessing of this spiritual lifestyle 
- which makes manifest what we truly are in likeness to our heavenly Father - is 
that it affords us assurance of our status (Rom.8:15,16), and so liberates us for 
present service. 

Our adoption will yet signify glorification 

There is a future aspect of our adoption which we still wait for, namely the 
redemption of our body (Rom.8:23) whereby our bodies will be transformed into 
conformity with the body of His glory (Phil.3:21). At the Lord's return we will 
enter into the full dignity of our sonship status and its every aspect will then be 
complete. 
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Opened Secrets 

8. The Mystery of 
Resurrection 

By Geoff Hydon, Toronto, Canada 

The idea of everyone coming back to life after dying is unbelievable to many 
people. But the Bible does not call this action itself, resurrection, a mystery. It 
accepts as a simple fact that God can bring people back to life. 

A mystery the Bible does address is what will happen to people when they are 
raised from the dead in a series of future resurrections the Bible predicts, and how 
some will avoid dying at all. The mystery is how people may be blessed instead 
of banished when the resurrection day arrives. The Bible reveals that those who 
believe in Christ will at the appointed time receive new bodies that are intended for 
their eternal happiness, ending for them the processes of suffering and dying. For 
the unsaved, unbelievers, the Bible confirms a different reality: death, followed 
by inescapable resurrection to judgment and the prospect of eternal punishment. 
The book of Revelation in particular has much to say about that.1 We will focus on 
aspects to do with believers. 

Appreciation of the mystery of the resurrection should distinctly modify our attitude 
to life and prepare us for what God definitely will do. If we were to believe the rest 
of what God says to us in the Bible, but have no real belief in the truth of 
resurrection, we would be among the saddest specimens of humanity. Without this 
truth the treasury of the New Testament begins emptying and our faith is 
bankrupt.2 

The Bible passages in 1 Cor.15 and 1 Thess.4 are the fundamental statements on 
which this article is based, so if you are not familiar 
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with them please read them now. 

Resurrection and translation 

A fuller title for this article would include both resurrection and translation. 
'Resurrection' is being made to stand again after falling in death. 'Translation' 
describes a removal or change, and here specifically the immense change that 
happens to all Christians who are still alive when Christ returns. At that time, 
Christians who have died will come back to life; raised from the dead and given 
new bodies. Those who are still alive will be changed too, for all Christians will 
in the indivisible duration of the twinkling of an eye receive new bodies.3 The 
God of creation does not need a time-consuming evolutionary process to 
accomplish such things. Belief in resurrection makes demands on faith at least equal 
to belief in creation; and vice versa of course! 

Consider the change in qualities between the body we now live in and the 
resurrection body we shall have. First think of God's power exhibited in the change 
from dust to the body formed for Adam. Simple, soul-less dust became a being with 
all the complexity discernible in the human genome - and more, for Adam had 
personality and spirituality not just physical properties (Gen.2:7). So it will be 
in resurrection; the apparent complexities of our present bodies (or even the 
added complexity of the disintegration of the bodies of the long-dead that have 
returned to "dust") are not limiting factors for the power of God in providing 
immensely changed and significantly more glorious bodies we shall live in for ever. 
That is the force of Paul's argument in 1 Cor.15:35-42a. What we now experience 
is but a seed compared to a flourishing plant. 
This should dispel concerns about whether we will recognise each other when we 
are raised from the dead, or even the physical or emotional need to do so. The 
comfort that the truth of resurrection provides is not simply that of being re-united 
with deceased fellow-believers but to be recognized by the Lord and united with 
Him.4 

These new bodies have properties that are hard for us to understand. We cannot 
explain them simply through scientific enquiry and the mystery of the resurrection 
is revealed to faith and forms a basis of faith.5 In fact, most of the Bible descriptions 
refer to the amazing new bodies being virtually opposite to the reality we now 
know. At present we are mortal, our bodies have no capacity to live forever. The 
new bodies Christians will receive from God have no capacity to die. Even now we 
know that our present bodies can deteriorate or be damaged and eventually decay, 
but our new bodies will be 'incorruptible', which means just the opposite. This is 
not the unbelievable invincibility imagined by modern sci-fi movie makers; it is a 
reality that God will let us enjoy in that coming day. Dishonour and weakness 
are 
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characteristics of our present bodies; glory and power are what the new bodies will 
have. 

Most importantly, our present bodies are natural, in the sense of having 
properties generally seen in animals. Our new bodies will be spiritual. Now this is 
hard to explain, because we usually describe a spirit as having no body. Yet if we 
think about it for a minute we will soon remember that angels, who are spirits, have 
visibly appeared to people.6 More to the point, the Lord Jesus appeared in bodily 
form to His disciples after His resurrection from the dead, and they were able to see 
and touch His glorious body. But that body did not confine Him as our bodies do 
now; He could appear in a locked room without the door being opened for instance, 
and He could ascend through the clouds without gravity holding Him down.7 
'Spiritual bodies' might seem a contradiction in terms, and it is indeed an 
oxymoron: that is a wise statement that sounds foolish. But if in contrast we were 
to experience everlasting continuity of life in these present natural bodies that 
would be a great disadvantage. Glorious spiritual bodies, like the Lord has in 
resurrection, provide relief from present painful constraints and provide 
wonderful potential. They are worth waiting for; how we long for them when we 
sense through service to God the limitations of what we have at present!8 

Old Testament material9 

Job confidently stated that despite dying he would yet see God. This can only show 
faith in resurrection. He was surely not alone in this belief. Jude reveals that as far 
back as Enoch, who lived at the same time as Adam, there was a belief in 
resurrection for the purpose of accomplishing prophesied divine judgment. In the 
Old Testament there were both inferences and direct statements about 
resurrection as well as illustrations, such as Enoch and Elijah's translations, 
Aaron's rod that came back to life, and the feast of first-fruits that took place on 
the first day of the week, the same as Christ's resurrection. But these must be left 
for your study. 

Christ: the Resurrection and the Life 

While Christ was here in the flesh, He acknowledged the belief of many Jews that 
God would bring about resurrection. Martha no doubt expressed a belief common 
among Jews of her day when she said she knew Lazarus, her dead brother, would 
rise again at the resurrection at the last day.10 What she had not realized was that the 
resurrection of any person is dependent on the Lord Jesus Christ; He is the 
Resurrection and the Life. Dead people cannot resist His call. Just as surely as 
Adam's sin inflicted natural death on all people, Christ has the power to bring all 
back to life,11 and He will be thoroughly satisfied in the use of that power. Christ was 
the first man to be raised from the dead never to die 
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again, and He is also the greatest of all that shall be raised from among the dead - in 
their order - after Him.12 He must take the lead. Likewise, because Christ has been 
raised there can now be no question, the rest will most definitely follow. 

It is necessary to note that in raising Christ there is an emphasis on the 
unsurpassed greatness of the power required: according to the working of His 
mighty power which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead,13 and 
this ensures the same for us, and power even now in our lives of service. 
Application 

If we really grasp this mystery it should make a difference in our lives right now. 
For instance: 

■ The knowledge that unbelievers are bound to be raised for judgment should 
make us more urgent and earnest in trying to bring the good news of 
salvation to them.14 

■ Faith that we shall be raised from the dead to a much better life should help us 
to put current problems and suffering into proper perspective.15 

■ Expectation of the imminent return of the Lord, which will determine eternal 
reward for service here, should encourage us to live holy lives that please 
Him.16 

■ An increasing appreciation of the wonder of resurrection should encourage us 
to worship God who alone can accomplish it.17 

 

(1) For more on this subject see The Finger of Prophecy (available from the publishers of 
this magazine) 
(2) 1 Cor.l5:14,19    (3) 1 Cor.l5:52 'moment' = Gk 'atomos' which means indivisible 
 

(4) 1 Cor.13:12; Mk.12:24,25; 1 Thess.4:17,18;  1 Thess.5:10 
(5) 1 Cor.l5:42-44; see 1 Cor.l5:14 re faith (6) Heb.1:13,14; Gen.16:13; Jdgs.6:12; 
Jdgs.13:9,10; Lk.1:11,12,28   (7) Lk.24:39; Jn 20:26; Acts 1:9  (8) Phil.3:20,21; 2 Cor.5:2 
(9) References for this paragraph are, in the order they appear: Job 19:25,26; Jude 
14,15; examples from Gen.22:5; Ps.49:14,15; Isa.26:19; Dan.12:2; Gen.5:24; 
Num.l6:l-3; 17:1-11 (see also Heb.7:12,13; Heb.8:4); Lev.23:11 

(10) Jn 11:24,25 (the opposition of the Sadducees indicates there was in fact a strong 
public belief in resurrection; see Lk.20:27,33) 
(11) l Cor.15:21,22; Isa.53:10-12   (12) 1 Cor.15:16,20,23   (13) Eph.l:19,20 
(14) Lk.16:25-28  (15) 2 Cor.4:14-18    (16) 1 Jn 3:2,3; 2 Pet.3:14 
(17) 1 Cor.l5:54-57; Eph.1:19-22 
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Churches of God - 

Their Location and Association in New 
Testament Times 

Brian Fullarton, Bathgate, Scotland 

The book of the Acts is the background to our examination of how the early 
churches of God were linked together as units of divine testimony. They formed 
one visible, unified identity to the world, as prayed for by the Lord in Jn 17:21. 

Jerusalem outwards 

We start off with the first church of God brought into existence on the day of 
Pentecost by the powerful working of the Spirit of God. He used the apostles in 
their witness to the things concerning the kingdom of God, as instructed to them by 
the Lord Jesus over a period of forty days (Acts 1:3). The church in the city of 
Jerusalem grew phenomenally over, roughly, a two year period. Then, following 
the martyrdom of Stephen, divine testimony branched out to Samaria and further 
northward to Syria. There, Saul of Tarsus went in pursuit of those who belonged to 
what was known as The Way, although they met in synagogues initially (Acts 9:2). 
After a period of time, defined churches of God were being established throughout 
the northern territory of Israel, thus we read in Acts 9:31 so the church (composite 
term used here for the plurality of churches of God) throughout all Judaea and 
Galilee and Samaria had peace... was multiplied. (RV) 

Districts 'connected' 
In the closing chapter of Paul's first letter to the Church of God in Corinth - one 
of the churches which had been established in the district of Achaia, another being 
Cenchrea (see Rom.l6:l) - the apostle mentions 
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other districts where there were churches of God: 

(1) Galatia, which consisted of Antioch (Pisidian, as opposed to 
Cilician/Syrian), Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe, to whom the apostle gave 
instruction on the matter of financial support to saints in need elsewhere (1 
Cor.l6:l). 

(2) Macedonia (Acts 16:5; see also 2 Cor.8:l), comprising Philippi and 
Thessalonica. 
(3) Asia (1 Cor.16:19), within which was a host of meeting places of churches 
of God - Troas, possibly Assos and Mitylene and others down the western 
coastline, and certainly the seven assemblies mentioned in Rev.2,3. All these 
assemblies kept in close touch with Paul, and therefore he 
could pass on their greetings. 

Shared principles and common practice 

Paul made abundantly clear that self-government or autonomy had no place in the 
purposes of God for His servants in collective and corporate service. What applied 
to one church of God applied to all. He was at pains to express the unity of the 
churches of God, seen in such truths as: 

(a) Plurality of elders or overseers in every church of God, committed to and 
endeavouring to uphold 'the Faith' and teaching of the kingdom of God (Acts 
14:22,23; Tit.1:5). 
(b) The teaching of the ways which are in Christ, thus giving expression to the 
kingdom of God in living demonstrative power (1 Cor.4:17,20). 

(c) Proper and honourable conduct in personal life and family relationships (1 
Cor.7:8-24;N.B.v.l7). 

(d) Conformity to 'best practice' in regard to living for God in this world, with the 
dangers of the adoption of the standards and practices of a world far from God, that 
will ensure the spiritual healthiness of assemblies of God's people (Acts 15:28,29; 
Acts 16:4,5). 

(e) Respect to the place of service allocated by God to men and women in church 
gatherings, and what should pertain (1 Cor.11:16 and 1 Cor.14). 

(f) Care and prayer for the differing and varying burdens of saints in churches of 
God everywhere, as known, and even unknown (2 Cor.11:28). 

Such evidence of a banding and bonding of different districts, under a united 
elderhood, is the divine safeguard against wrong teaching and practice. 
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Focus 

London Suicide 

Bombings 

George Prasher, Manchester, England 

Suicide bombings have become an ugly feature of conflicts in such areas as 
Afghanistan, Iraq and Israel, but on July 7, 2005, Europe's first experience of them 
caused havoc in England's capital city. 

Four young men, aged between 19 and 30, were involved. They were recorded 
together on CCTV cameras at Kings Cross Station in the heart of London as the 
morning rush hour began. From there they dispersed, each to a separate location 
thronged with commuters. At approximately the same time they blew themselves 
to pieces, killing more than 50 people and injuring about 700 others. The entire 
top deck of a crowded bus was blown off by one of the blasts; another exploded in 
an underground tube station. As emergency services sprang into action normal 
traffic came to a standstill in central London. 

Investigations revealed that the men were equipped with sophisticated devices and 
their rucksacks contained high quality explosives, suggesting they were agents of 
an experienced terrorist organisation. Three of them proved to be British nationals 
of Pakistani descent belonging to families in northern England. They were born 
and brought up in England, attended local schools, and their families disclaimed 
knowledge of their interest in any terrorist group. That they were 'home-grown' 
rather than terrorists who had infiltrated from abroad, yet had been so powerfully 
influenced towards murderous extremism, was seen as a most sinister 
development. 

Mainstream Muslim organisations were quick to dissociate themselves from the 
small fringe minority which incites 'jihadistic' attitudes. The Muslim Council of 
Britain said it was stunned that English Muslims 

91 



 

2005-92 

should be responsible: "Nothing in Islam can ever justify the actions of the 
bombers". It was emphasized in the British press that Britain's Muslim 
community must do its bit to help isolate the fringe minority that - "for reasons 
which may be quite unconnected to the Islamic faith" - have drifted into 
murderous fanaticism. 

A week after the bombings a two-minute silence was observed throughout the 
United Kingdom in respectful memory of the victims. Impressively, public 
transport halted, businesses paused, people stood with bowed heads in 
shopping centres. How many, we wonder, gave thought in those quiet moments 
to the truism so well expressed in the Epistle of James: ...you do not know what will 
happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour that appears for a 
little time and then vanishes away (Jas.4:14). 

It appears that suicide bomber recruits are encouraged to commitment by the false 
promise that to sacrifice one's life in this way will ensure the goodwill and 
blessing of Allah, with immediate admission to a paradise of endless delights, 
including a number of beautiful wives. How sadly reminiscent of the scornful men 
in Isaiah's day who said, "We have made a covenant with death, and with Sheol we 
are in agreement ...we have made lies our refuge, and under falsehood we have 
hidden ourselves" (Isa.28:15). Such delusions from the father of lies (Jn 8:44) 
are described as a refuge of lies, and the LORD declares that your covenant with 
death will be annulled, and your agreement with Sheol will not stand. What an 
awakening to reality must face the suicide bomber after so abruptly leaving this 
world! 

Very remarkably the prophet Isaiah was led by the Spirit to contrast with the 
refuge of lies God's sure Foundation Stone laid in Zion: 
"Behold I lay in Zion a stone for a foundation, 
A tried stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation; ... "(Isa.28:16). 
Quoting the Septuagint Version, the apostle Peter wrote: "Behold, I lay in Zion A 
chief cornerstone, elect, precious, 
And he who believes on Him will by no means be put to shame" (1 Pet.2:6). Then he 
added: "Therefore, to you who believe He is precious" (1 Pet.2:8). 
Our Lord Jesus is the foundation stone of all divine purpose. One aspect of His 
preciousness to the believer's heart is the security bound up in our eternal salvation. 
Believing in Him we shall by no means be put to shame regarding our future 
destiny -absent from the body but present with the Lord (2 Cor.5:8). 

Suicide bombers may add to the precarious uncertainties of life today, but neither 
death nor life ...nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the 
love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord (Rom.8:38,39). 
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The Fellowship of the Spirit 

Brian Johnston, Leigh, England 

Paul closes the second of his two letters to the Church of God at Corinth with the 
benediction: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all (2 Cor.13:14). How, we may ask, 
did Paul expect this characteristic grace of the Lord Jesus to be displayed? Surely it 
was in the disciple lives of his Corinthian friends: by their gracious conduct with 
each other. Paul's spiritual wish was also that the love of God might be with 
them. How would God's love be evident? Once again, it must have been the 
apostle's expectation that this quality of love emanating from God would be 
evident in the relationships which the disciples enjoyed with each other. Finally, 
Paul expresses the longing that the fellowship of the Holy Spirit might be with 
them. It does not seem reasonable that this should be translated as 'fellowship with 
the Holy Spirit'. Since the subject of the benediction was equally the grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God, this also properly refers to the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit. This was to be demonstrated in the same way as the grace and 
love; that is in the lives of the disciples. Their fellowship was with each other, but 
it consisted of their joint participation in things of mutual interest which derived 
from the Holy Spirit Himself. 

The kind of unity this brings is once again Paul's theme at the end of Phil.1 and 
the beginning of Phil.2. In fact, it's in that section that Paul again makes his other 
specific mention of the 'fellowship of the Spirit' (Phil.2:1). Here, as at Corinth, the 
'fellowship of the Spirit' signified the practical demonstration of unity among 
disciples who, in the New Testament churches of God, constituted overall the 
fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord (1 Cor.1:9, see also Acts 2:42). 
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Names and Titles of the Lord Jesus 

7. Jesus the Messiah 

John Terrell, Carlisle, England 

We come now to consider a title of the Lord Jesus Christ which has special 
relevance for the Jewish people, and around which there revolved much of the 
religious controversy that prevailed during the Master's years of earthly 
ministry. That title is 'Messiah' and in this case 'title' is the more accurate word 
than 'name' for us to use, as we shall see. 

Stand with me for a moment in the judgement hall of Caiaphas the High Priest of 
Israel in what was very likely the year AD 33. It is Passover season and an early, 
though in fact illegitimate, meeting of the Sanhedrin has been convened. Before 
the High Priest stands a solitary prisoner, composed and quietly dignified. To 
confusing and confused allegations, He had disdained to answer. Now the High 
Priest rises solemnly to his feet in response to a statement vindictively and 
inaccurately attributed to the prisoner. "Do You answer nothing?" he demands in 
imperious tones. "What is it these men testify against You? ... I put You under oath 
by the living God: Tell us if You are the Christ, the Son of God!" The reply was 
neither delayed nor fudged. "It is as you said." In other words, 'Indeed, I am.' The 
high priestly garments are then ceremoniously torn, and the outraged declaration 
is, "He has spoken blasphemy!" 

The scene we have depicted, as recorded in Matt.26:62-65 sums up the Jewish 
concept of their expected Messiah at the time the Anointed One of God 
appeared among them, unrecognised and unacknowledged. For the term 'the 
Christ' is the Greek translation of 'Messiah' itself from a word of Hebrew origin 
meaning 'anointing'. The Messiah is 
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the Anointed One. That very fact immediately associates the bearer of the title with 
the offices of prophet, priest and king, all of which involved a ceremonial anointing 
for their religious and royal offices. 

The defining moment of history had arrived for the Jewish nation on that Passover 
occasion in AD 33. For centuries the Jewish people had studied, meditated on, and 
anticipated the concept of the Messiah. They read about Him in the writings of 
their most respected prophets. He was to be the agent of the God of Israel for the 
fulfilment of the destiny of the nation. He was the coming One who would fulfil all 
the aspirations of the prophets. In His royalty and conquering valour He would 
spring in genealogy from the family of David. Caiaphas, the High Priest before 
whom Jesus stood on that fateful day, was very familiar with Isaiah's resonant 
words, There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall 
grow out of his roots. The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge 
and of the fear of the Lord. His delight is in the fear of the Lord, and He shall not 
judge by the sight of His eyes, nor decide by the hearing of His ears; but with 
righteousness He shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the 
earth; He shall strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of 
His lips He shall slay the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt of His loins, and 
faithfulness the belt of His waist (Isa.11:1 -5). 
This was but one of the stirring depictions of the Messiah in the ancient prophets 
of Israel. Who was this itinerant preacher-rabbi from Nazareth, of all places, to 
presume upon such a title? But had not the same prophet who wrote of the Messiah 
that the government will be upon His shoulder ... of the increase of His 
government and peace there will be no end, also given God's people a challenging 
picture of One whose visage was marred more than any man, and His form more 
than the sons of men yet who would sprinkle many nations; kings would shut their 
mouths at Him? Also about a man of sorrows upon whom Jehovah would lay the 
iniquity of us all - for whom the Lord would divide Him a portion with the great, 
and... divide the spoil with the strong? And all because He poured out His soul unto 
death ... was numbered with the transgressors ... bore the sin of many ... made 
intercession for the transgressors (Isa.9:6,7; Isa.52:14,15; Isa,53:3,6,12)? Oh yes, 
the words of Isa.11 were very welcome, thank you, to the Jewish religious leaders 
to promote a national ego-trip, but not the sublime story of a suffering Messiah 
whose real power was in sacrificial love, in vicarious sin-bearing, who was to reign 
from a cross in the hearts of men and women before returning to the highest seat of 
heaven. 
The actual word 'Messiah' only appears as such twice in the English New 
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Testament while 'Christ' occurs some 35 times in the synoptics; and we have 
referred several times in this series to Peter's monumental confession, "You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God." It is, interestingly enough, in John's gospel that 
the word 'Messiah' is used. 

In Jn 1:41 Andrew declares to Simon his brother, "We have found the Messiah." 
And then from an outcast woman by a lonely well in Samaria comes the claim, "I 
know that Messiah is coming," followed by the challenge to her fellow 
townspeople, "Come, see a Man who told me all things that I ever did. Could this 
be the Christ?" (Jn 4:25,29). So the mighty revelation, denied to the crooked and 
unbelieving Caiaphas, was given to uncomplicated hearts ready to receive the 
Lord by faith. 

Calvary past, and Isaiah's prophecy of suffering fulfilled, the apostles of Jesus Christ 
went out in Holy Spirit boldness to fulfil His commission of evangelism. Their 
witness was first to the Jewish nation, and to begin with they vigorously asserted 
the Messiahship of Jesus their Master. Two occasions come to mind. From Peter 
came the words, "Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has 
made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ" (Acts 2:36). And 
concerning Paul's early days of witness it was written, Saul increased all the more 
in strength, and confounded the Jews who dwelt in Damascus, proving that this 
Jesus is the Christ (Acts 9:22). 

Of course, the religious Jews always saw in the title 'Messiah' a glorious future of 
triumph and exalted authority. And they were not entirely wrong in this. The 
tragedy lay in their blind rejection of a suffering, sin-atoning Christ of Calvary. 
Truly the day will dawn when Isaiah's powerful words will come to pass, He shall 
strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips He 
shall slay the wicked (Isa.11:4). Then also Micah's prediction will be realised 
about the One to come forth out of Bethlehem Ephratha who shall stand and feed 
His flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD His 
God; ... For now He shall be great to the ends of the earth; and this One shall be 
peace (Mic.5:4,5). 

The title 'Messiah' does have a special resonance for the Jewish nation, but all who 
love and serve the Anointed One of Jehovah rejoice together in the glories of the 
prophetic, priestly, and kingly offices of Him who wore the crown of thorns at 
Calvary for us men and for our salvation; and whom God has highly exalted and 
given the Name that is above every name. 
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Opened Secrets 

9. The Mystery of 
Lawlessness 

By Brian Fullarton, Bathgate, Scotland 

General principle of lawlessness 

In the Authorised Version of the Bible we have seven references to the word 
'lawgiver', three of which relate to the Lord Jesus: (i) in the prophetic words of 
Jacob, the father/patriarch of the nation of Israel, concerning the tribe from which 
He would come (Gen.49:10); (ii) the future setting of His millennial reign on earth 
when He will exercise the roles of Judge, Lawgiver, King, and Saviour (Isa.33:22; 
also Revised Version); (iii) in the matter of His prerogative to act as Lawgiver in 
the lives of His own (Jas.4:12; also R.V.). If He is the One who ordains laws that 
govern His creation and universe, and also His spiritual kingdom, it follows that He 
has every right to deal with every transgression and violation of those same laws. 

At the same time we know there is a powerful adversary of God and man who is 
relentless in his pursuit of inducing people to flout and breach those laws 
constantly. He will stop at nothing to get his own way, whether by manipulation or 
murder or any other devious method (2 Thess.2:9,10; Jn 8:44). He has been at 
work a long time and will never give up until forcibly brought to a standstill 
(Rev.20:3,10). 

Historical contexts 

On the principle of 1 Jn 3:4 that sin is lawlessness, we look first at lawlessness in 
heaven, and on earth. The first act of lawlessness is to be found in the actions of the 
person referred to above; viz. Satan, under the 
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figures of the prince and king of Tyre in Ezek.28:2-19, and the king of Babylon in 
Isa.14:11-17. He fought to elevate himself to a position far above his exalted 
station as a superior being in God's creation. His desire and effort to assume deity 
was a flagrant act of lawlessness (see Ezek.28:15) and he paid part of the price of 
his folly then, and will pay the full amount ultimately (v.19 and Rom.l6:20). 
Those angelic beings who took his side suffered the fate of consignment to prison 
chambers to await final sentence (2 Pet.2:4). His influence upon the first woman 
on earth, in the location of the garden of Eden (Gen.3:l) was extensive; by 
distorting what God had specifically commanded he incited her and her husband 
to violate the first 'human' law, and the end result was their shame, silence, and a 
temporary 'separation' from their Creator, to say nothing of the eternal 
consequences of their unlawful act upon their progeny, possible permanent, 
everlasting separation from God and His Christ, through breaking that first 'law' 
(Gen.3; Rom.5:12,16,18). 

Lawlessness in the 'ancient world' and two notorious cities 

The next instance of the breaking out of rampant lawlessness is found in Gen.6. 
The violent and unruly behaviour of men provoked the Lord to such righteous anger 
that He eventually sent His judgement, engulfing earth with a flood (lPet.3:20). 

Today we are told violent crime and anti-social behaviour is on the increase, and 
has been this way particularly in the last two decades. Reports speak of 'drunken 
yobbery' turning town and city centres, not only in Britain, but elsewhere, into no-
go areas. Fear is an everyday reality. Spin-obsessed governments promise policies 
and legislation that will be 'tough on crime and its causes', but such words ring 
hollow to many people who are at the sharp end of crime. In a Gallup Poll last 
year in the UK four out of five people interviewed expressed their opinion that 
moral values in the world had fallen significantly, and this was mainly 
attributable to the decreasing moral standards portrayed through television. 
Coarse and foul language, aggressive anti-social behaviour, and degrading sexual 
activities were dominating certain channels of television, and society was the 
worse for it. 
The next major biblically recorded incident of lawlessness is in the cities of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, where the deeds of the inhabitants are described as very grievous and 
lawless (Gen.18:20, RV; 2 Pet.2:8). There were not even ten righteous people in 
Sodom (Gen.18:32). The lawlessness related principally to sexual immorality of the 
grossest nature. The vile passions of the men of Sodom could not be curbed 
(Gen.19:5,9). It would appear there was no rule of law there, the men of Sodom 
acted with impunity. 
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In recent years in many lands, particularly in the western hemisphere, there has been 
the erosion of traditional family life, rapidly rising divorce rates, an increase in the 
number of those who opt for a one-parent-family lifestyle, with statistics showing 
more likelihood of criminal offending coming from such parts of society. There 
has also been the explosion of gay rights issues and schemes of political 
correctness that favour homosexual couples over heterosexual families. As a 
result, there is a reign of confusion in the minds of many people and especially 
children. Gay adoption became legal in England in October 2003 and children 
living with homosexual couples are being instructed to call them 'mummy' and 
'daddy'. We have some social reformers and libertarians ambitious to reconstruct 
society on immoral standards. Such behaviour ultimately evokes the response of 
judgement from a just yet merciful God who loves the sinner, but hates the sin, 
just as He instructs us to do (Rom.l:18,26,27; Rom.2:2-5). 

The iniquitous cities of the plain were reduced to smouldering embers and their 
inhabitants, with the exception of Lot and his family, perished (Gen.19:28,29). 
The sin of the cities of the plain was open and blatant, inviting summary retribution 
(cp. Isa.3:9). 

Thirdly, we come to sin at Calvary, the greatest act of lawlessness ever to take place. 
This was the climax of this world's utter disregard and contempt for its Creator and 
Saviour, when contrary to all reason and evidence, men put to death the sinless 
Man, the Son of God, by that horrendously cruel form of execution - crucifixion - 
a lingering and excruciatingly painful way to die. Israel as a nation was charged 
with guiltiness - that they have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to 
death (Acts 2:23). Yet God's mercy is extended to the sinner despite the worst 
lawless act ever witnessed, through the way of repentance (Acts 2:23,38-40). 

The prevalence of lawlessness in the world 

The working of evil in the world has ever brought some form of response by way of 
judgement from God's hand (Rom.2:9; cf. Rom.1:27). There has to be the 
existence of 'law' in the world to deal with its transgression. Yet no matter what 
the sin or transgression, God can forgive (1 Tim.1:9,10; Rom.4:7). Iniquity (more 
to do with actions that are depraved and perverse), transgression (revolt against 
law/s), and sin (offences of every kind) affect not only individuals, but families, 
cities and nations. The whole world is under judgement as a result (Isa.26:21; 
Ex.34:7; 1 Sam.3:14; Gen.l5:16; 19:15; Rom.3:19). As time goes on lawlessness 
increases, which can cause not only despair, even in the lives of God's own, but 
bring about the sad decline of love for the Lord (Matt.24:12). However, the antidote 
to that attitude is the exercise 
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of our faith' which triumphs over every kind of adversity we may come across in the 
world (1 Jn 5:4). 

Future 'happenings' in a world of lawlessness 

The 'mysteries' of Scripture are essentially, as explained in the first article of this 
series, what God now reveals concerning certain subjects that previously have been 
concealed from human knowledge. We are not to be ignorant of them (e.g. 
Rom.11:25; Rom.16:25; cf. 1 Cor.15:51). They are still hidden from the world, of 
course, being only perceived by faith's eye. The insidious tide of rising 
lawlessness will reach tsunami proportions when the 'man of lawlessness' 
arrives on the world stage shortly after believers of the present dispensation of 
grace have been called home to be with the Lord (1 Thess.4:13-17). A fairly full 
account of his personality and activities is outlined in 2 Thess.2:3-11 (see also 
Dan.7:25; 11:36-43). He is called 'the son of perdition', for that is where he is 
heading and where he seeks to lead men and women. There will already have been 
a marked declension in the fear of God in people's lives generally, termed as a 
'falling away'. The spirit of lawlessness that will govern him is already operating in 
our planet (1 Jn 4:3) and has been doing so for some considerable time. He will 
attempt to present himself as the one and only true living God and command 
worship. The world generally will be fooled by his demonic powers and sinister 
schemes. Restraint on the full-blown explosion of evil is only harnessed by the work 
of the divine Spirit in the lives of God's children until that time when they are 'taken 
home' at the 'Rapture'. The 'lawless one's' reign will be short-lived however. He 
will be slain by a breath from the mouth of the Son of God. Soon after, the Lord 
Jesus will be enthroned in Jerusalem and His millennium of peace will be ushered 
in, and praise and glory shall be His who magnified the law of God on earth and 
never broke it at any time. 

The Millennium and the 'Eternal State' 
Lawlessness will arise again during, and at the conclusion of, the earthly one 
thousand year reign of the Lord Jesus, but the uprising of revolt and rebellion 
against earth's righteous Sovereign will soon be quelled (Isa.65:20; Rev.20:7-10). 
Then, in the final and eternal era of all God's dealings with His creatures of 
humanity, lawlessness will be forever banished and the righteous edicts of the 
eternal Lawgiver will prevail (2 Pet.3:13; Rev.21:27). 
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Not by Bread Alone 

Alex Reid, Leigh, England 

Our daily bread is essential to our lives; we cannot live without it, but neither can we 
live by bread alone. There is an inner hunger in the human spirit that if not satisfied 
leaves men and women spiritually empty and unfulfilled. The satisfaction of this 
inner need is to be found only in God, and in the sustaining of a life-long 
relationship with Him. But how are we to know God? How can we learn to sustain a 
meaningful relationship with Him? 

Job knew the secret of sustaining the inner life, even through adversity: I have 
treasured the words of his mouth more than my daily bread (Job 23:12). For Job, 
God's self revelation, God's word, formed the true basis of life. 

Standing on the border of the Promised Land, on the verge of entering into a 
realization of God's purposes in them, Israel were reminded by Moses of the reason 
why it had taken them a forty-year desert journey to reach this point: God led you 
all the way in the desert these forty years ... to teach you that man does not live on 
bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD 
(Deut.8:2,3). The desert should have taught them that God's word was the true basis 
of life for a spiritual people. Now, to enter into the fullness of the blessing God 
had prepared for them in the Promised Land, they had to continue to live by the 
words of God's mouth: Observe the commands of the LORD your God, walking in 
his ways and revering him. For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good 
land (Deut.8:6,7). Sadly, Israel failed to lay hold of the opportunity God had placed 
within their reach as the book of Judges shows. 
In time the flawed example of Israel was superseded 
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by the perfect role model of living fellowship with God. Immediately after His 
baptism, Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert. After forty days of fasting - 
perhaps symbolic of Israel's desert journey - when the need of His human frame 
would be most acutely felt, the Tempter invited Him to set aside the spiritual 
objective of His fast by telling the stones to become bread (Matt.4:1-4). Not for one 
moment did the Lord waver from His dedication to the will of God. His answer to 
the tempter demonstrated that He would prevail where Israel had failed: "Man does 
not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God" 
(Matt.4:4). Having begun His ministry on the solid foundation of God's word, 
Jesus' life of service was continued in the same pattern of obedience to the word 
and will of God. 
This obedience in service brought our Lord an inner satisfaction as seen in the 
incident of His leading a Samaritan woman to knowledge of the truth. When 
afterwards His disciples urged Him to eat, they were told: "I have food to eat 
that  you   know   nothing about. ... My food ... is to do the will of him who sent 
me..." (Jn 4:32,34). This standard by which He lived, Jesus inculcated into 
others: "Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life ... 
" (Jn 6:27). 
Having been given the matchless example of Christ, how should we aim to 
nurture the inner life that leads to continuing fellowship with God? The twin pillars 
of love and obedience are the supports upon which our spiritual lives should rest: 
"If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching" (Jn 14:23). If we are faithful to these 
principles, the promise is: "My Father will love him, and we will come to him and 
make our home with him" (Jn 14:23). 

The formula of reverential love, and obedience to divine commands, is the same 
as that given by Moses to Israel. Truly, man does not live on bread alone but on 
every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD ... Observe the commands of 
the Lord your God, walking in his ways and revering him. (Deut.8:3,6).  
(All quotations are from the NIV.) 
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Focus 

Jewish Settlements 
Retreat 

George Prasher, Manchester, England 

For almost 40 years, since the Six Day War gave Israel control over the 'West Bank' 
and other Palestinian areas, it has developed a policy of establishing 'settlements' of 
Jews among a mainly Arab population. They are like 'islands' of self-contained 
Jewish communities. About 240,000 Jewish settlers have been interspersed in this 
way. 
Many of the settlers have deep convictions about the historical right of Jews to 
occupy these territories. For the religiously Orthodox among them such convictions 
are reinforced by God's covenant promises to the patriarchs that the land would 
be given to their descendants, as to Abram in Gen.15:18:... the LORD made a 
covenant with Abram, saying: "To your descendants have I given this land, from 
the river of Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates"; or to Jacob in 
Gen.35:12: "The land which I gave Abraham and Isaac I give to you; and to your 
descendants after you I give this land." 

Today's Orthodox Jewish settlers also cling to prophetic assurances of Israel's 
restoration to the land despite having suffered dispersal in exile for their sinful 
unfaithfulness to Jehovah, as for example in Jer.33:11,12: "... 'For I will cause the 
captives of the land to return as at the first,' says the LORD. ... 'In this place which 
is desolate, without man and without beast, and in all its cities, there shall again be 
a dwelling place of shepherds causing their flocks to lie down.'" 

Such convictions have motivated sacrificial efforts to rejuvenate and irrigate long 
neglected agricultural land, or develop light industrial projects. Hard work, initiative 
and dedication have characterized the settler movement. 
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Inevitably the settler movement has aroused much resentment among the Arab 
population. They see it as intrusion on their territory, an ill-disguised scheme to 
gain a foothold with a view to later permanent Israeli occupation. 

Israel's Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon, has traditionally been a leading supporter 
of the settlement movement. He is not religiously motivated, but wholly dedicated 
to the preservation of Israel's national territory as 'the only place on earth where 
the Jews have the right and the power to defend themselves'. As a veteran general 
who has fought in most of Israel's wars he views the settlements strategically. 
Those in Gaza, more remote from Israel's heartland, provoked Palestinian attacks, 
drained Israel's resources and aroused severe criticism abroad. Sharon calculated 
that it would be politically expedient to evacuate all seventeen settlements in the 
Gaza Strip, though this involved the removal elsewhere of 8500 settlers. 
Similarly, from four settlements in the northern area of the West Bank, affecting 
a further 1500 settlers. By this unexpected unilateral concession, Sharon hoped to 
strengthen his negotiating position if and when the Middle East peace talks were 
resumed. 

Predictably the settlers were outraged at what they regarded as a betrayal, since 
Sharon had for decades been a foremost supporter of the settlements policy. Fifty-
thousand protesters demonstrated in the Gaza settlements on Independence Day 
last May, many wearing orange T-shirts with the slogan, 'A Jew doesn't expel a 
Jew'. Sharon felt keenly the resentment aroused by his policy, and is quoted as 
saying, "This decision is more difficult for me than all the battles I was in ... it was 
the hardest decision I ever had to make." Nevertheless his conviction held firm 
that it was a necessary expedient having regard to the current situation. He went on 
to win a hard fought battle for approval by the Knesset, and in August this year 
the Israeli army and police supervised the whole operation. 

There were highly charged emotional confrontations as more resistant groups 
expressed their indignation at having invested years of time and labour in 
developing Israeli approved settlements, yet now being obliged to cut their losses 
and abandon their homes. But for the most part there was reluctant compliance in 
the face of a massive police and army presence. A minority offered passive 
resistance. Some groups of protestors tried to hamper the police and army, but 
finally all the settlements had to be abandoned. 

The sad disruption of so much built up over decades of intensive labour brings to 
mind God's solemn declaration in Ezek.21:27:1 will overturn, overturn, overturn 
it... until he come whose right it is. (RV) Israel nationally remains in unbelief as to 
the identity of Him whose right it is. That tragic unbelief results in repeated 
overturning of Israel's self-reliant endeavours to achieve abiding security in the 
promised land. 
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Jesus is Lord 

Brian Johnston, Leigh, England 

'Jesus is Lord!' appears to have been a great confessional cry of the early 
Christians. This utterance, or very similar, is recorded three times in the New 
Testament. 

Confess ... Jesus as Lord... [whom] God raised ...from the dead (Rom.10:9) - while 
Peter as yet hadn't fully grasped who Christ was, he still called Him 'lord' (Lk.5:8) 
as a customary title of respect (Lk.19:34; Matt.6:24; 21:30; 1 Pet.3:6). Christ 
assumed the title (e.g. in Matt.7:21,22) apparently suggesting its Old Testament 
association with the titles of God. But in terms of understanding its full 
significance, the title 'Lord', as applied to Jesus, pivots upon His resurrection. Peter 
was there in the upper room when Thomas joined with it the absolute title of deity: 
'My Lord and my God'. Peter then emphasized this teaching at Pentecost (Acts 
2:36), and in his first letter used the term to stand for the Old Testament 'LORD' 
(C.p. 1 Pet.3:15 & Isa.8:13). 

No-one can say, "Jesus is Lord", except by the Holy Spirit (1 Cor.12:3) - our lives 
will only declare Christ's lordship through the Spirit's working. Christ has a pre-
eminent role in creation and in the Church (His Body; Col.1). Yet it has been said 
that Christ plays a role in every Christian's life, sometimes even an important role, 
but seldom the chief or title role. The biblical challenge is to truly preach Christ 
Jesus as Lord (2 Cor.4:5) and ourselves do everything as for the Lord 
(Col.3:23,24). 

Every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord (Phil.2:11) - Christian leaders are 
not to lord it over their charge (see Lk.22:25) because the lordship of Jesus Christ 
expresses itself in humility. When we avail ourselves of the same mind, we will 
be other-centred (Phil.2:4); not status-seeking (v.6); and disinterested in position, 
power or privilege. In the only place where the Lord, in His earthly ministry, 
endorsed this title, He was on His knees: washing the disciples' feet (Jn 13:13). 
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Names and Titles of the Lord Jesus 

8. The Prophet 

John Terrell, Carlisle, England 

In the final three articles in this series we shall look together at three titles as 
applied to the Lord Jesus, namely Prophet, Priest, and King; and the aspects of 
His divine ministry which are connected with them. 

So in considering firstly the title and office of PROPHET let us eavesdrop for a 
moment on one of the most remarkable encounters described in the gospel 
narrative. It was late afternoon and the journey must be on foot - all seven and a 
half miles from Jerusalem to their home village. Two weary, utterly bewildered 
disciples talking together of all these "things which (had) happened". "What 
things?" asked their newly found fellow traveller. "The things concerning Jesus 
of Nazareth, who was a Prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the 
people". Most readers will recognise the story and feel again that spine-tingling 
excitement that the Emmaus road always evokes in the believer rejoicing in the 
risen Saviour. The Master soon began to lift the thoughts and spirits of the 
disciples as He launched into what must have been one of the most enlightening 
discourses human ears ever heard. For, beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, 
He expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself. 

Now what is of particular interest to us right now is the way in which the Emmaus 
road disciples spoke of their crucified Lord - "a Prophet mighty in deed and 
word". And then, the Master's choice of themes for His self-revealing discourse 
to them - beginning at (RV, from) Moses and all the Prophets. Clearly, those who 
heard and companied with Jesus during His ministry had come to think of Him as 
an outstanding 
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prophet who established His credentials by being mighty in deed and word. This 
expression evokes in our minds, does it not, the leadership and instruction of a Moses; 
or the miracles and ministry of an Elijah. For to the Israelite, the office and ministry 
of the prophets were revered and treated with a very wholesome respect. We know 
how highly God valued His prophets. In Ps.105 we read that God's command to 
the nations was, "Do not touch My anointed ones, and do My prophets no 
harm". 
And now, as the Lord set about opening up the minds of the two travelling 
disciples He began with Moses and all the prophets. This was language they would 
understand and relate to. These two disciples probably knew about the Lord's 
miracle of raising the dead at Nain. On that occasion the exclamation of the on-
lookers was, "A great prophet has risen up among us" and "God has visited His 
people". The appearance of a divinely anointed prophet in Israel had always been 
hailed by the spiritually minded Jew as a real visitation from God. Little wonder the 
Lord Jesus, the Prophet mighty in deed and word, wept over Jerusalem as He entered 
the city for the last time before Calvary, and deplored the tragedy, "you did not 
know the time of your visitation". And all this was in spite of the fact that, when He 
entered the city initially, the crowd said, "This is Jesus, the Prophet from Nazareth 
of Galilee". The disciples had earlier told the Lord that many of the people had 
identified Him as Elijah or Jeremiah, or one of the prophets returned to life. 

So let us go back a bit and consider for a moment how the title and office of 
prophet had emerged in Israel; most importantly how God saw it, and the vital part it 
played in His self-revelation to His people. In Deut.18 Moses is in full flood as he 
recounts to the nation the history of God's dealing with them. In Deut.18:15-22, He 
reminds them of a promise God had made to him, and repeats the words for 
emphasis in His address to them. "The Lord your God will raise up for you a 
Prophet like me from your midst, from your brethren" and, quoting God's own 
words, he declared, I... will put My words in His mouth, and He shall speak to them 
all that I command Him. And it shall be that whoever will not hear My words, 
which He speaks in My Name, I will require it of him'. Some versions of the Bible 
print the word 'prophet' in this passage with a capital 'P' indicating the translator's 
conviction that this is a prophecy of the coming Christ. Indeed, students of the 
Word, seeking Christ in all the Scriptures, can hardly have much doubt about the 
import of this promise. 

Certain it is from the gospels' narrative that the Lord acknowledged the title 
Prophet as applicable to Himself. We remember His words when His own folk in 
Nazareth rejected Him. "A prophet is not without honor except in his own 
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country and in his own house" (Matt.13:57). Then, speaking of His impending 
sacrifice and death, He said, "It cannot be that a prophet should perish outside of 
Jerusalem " (Lk.13:33). Here was the promised prophet of Deut.18 with the words 
of God in His mouth, commanding the acceptance and accountability of all who 
heard. God would require it of them, as Moses had declared. 

So it always was, in varying degrees, for all the prophets of Israel. They were men 
controlled and inspired by God; men who not only often foretold the future, but 
even more importantly, were the authoritative bearers of the words of God to His 
people. The word most commonly used in the Old Testament for 'prophet' carried the 
thought of bubbling over; of Spirit-filling which could not be contained, but had to 
have release in the fearless and faithful speaking out of the Word of the Lord. The 
prophet was a man sent from God, sometimes primarily to His people as in Jdgs.6 
where we read that the Lord sent a prophet to the children of Israel; sometimes to 
an individual, as with the unnamed man of God who was sent to Eli with a powerful 
message which has lived on in its solemn promise and warning, 'those who honor 
Me I will honor, and those who despise Me shall be lightly esteemed' (1 
Sam.2:30). In Jeremiah's case the prophetic commission was global in its scope: "I 
ordained you a prophet to the nations". 

The prophetic ministry of Christ embraced all three dimensions - the individual, 
the people-wide and the universal. In Eph.1:9-10 in the RV we read that it was 
God's good pleasure to sum up all things in Christ. This is certainly true of the way 
in which the Lord Jesus brought to wonderful consummation the prophetic 
ministry of the great men of God of Israel's history. We read that the law and the 
prophets were until John. To the Baptist it was given to introduce to Israel the 
great Prophet of our God of whom Moses had spoken. If the prophet's chief 
function was to give forth the Word of God with faithfulness and authority, none 
fulfilled this like the Son of God. God, who at various times and in various ways 
spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us 
by His Son (Heb.1:1-2). 

The words of the old hymn say it all: Great Prophet of our God, Our tongue 
would bless Thy Name; By Thee the joyful news Of our salvation came; The 
joyful news of sins forgiven, Of hell subdued, Of peace with heaven. (Isaac 
Watts) 
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Opened Secrets 

10. Mystery, Babylon the 
Great 

George Prasher, Manchester, England 

The Scriptural imagery 

Among the things given by God to Jesus Christ to show His servants what must 
shortly take place was "the judgment of the great harlot who sits on many waters, 
with whom the kings of the earth committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the 
earth were made drunk with the wine of her fornication" (Rev.l7:l,2). The 
fulfilment of this judgement was conveyed to the apostle John in a striking vision 
which he received after being carried away in the Spirit into the wilderness. 
There he saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast which was full of names of 
blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. The woman was arrayed in purple 
and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, having in her 
hand a golden cup full of abominations and the filthiness of her fornication. And on 
her forehead a name was written: 
MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF 
THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH (Rev. 17:3-5). 
Babylon - key to her identity 

Gen.11 links Babylon's origins with the attempted coordination of Noah's posterity 
to build for themselves a city and a tower to make for themselves a name and prevent 
wide dispersion to other areas. God forestalled that plan by confusing their 
languages so that they could not understand one another's speech. 
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The building of the city and tower was not completed, but its name was called 
'Babel' (verse 9). To those who attempted the project this doubtless was intended 
to signify 'Gate of God', reflecting their haughty intentions. According to 
Newberry, 'Babylon' is the Greek mode of spelling what in the Hebrew is 
uniformly 'Babel'. That the Mother of Harlots should he named 'Mystery, Babylon 
the Great' may well therefore suggest an end-time association with the location 
of ancient Babylonia. 

It's true, of course, that Rev.17:18 reads, "And the woman whom you saw is that 
great city which reigns over the kings of the earth." Linking this with verse nine, 
"The seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman sits," some have 
suggested that both verses refer to ancient Rome, and therefore regard the harlot 
as primarily related to that city. However, having regard to prophetic usage of verb 
tenses the 'great city1 of verse eighteen could well mean a literal city of Babylon, 
rebuilt in the land of Shinar, from which world rule will be administered by the 
Antichrist. 

This may be supported by the vision described in Zech.5:6-11. The prophet saw a 
woman called 'Wickedness' sitting in a basket. The angel who talked with 
Zechariah thrust her down into the basket and threw the lead cover over its mouth. 
Then two women with wings like those of a stork lifted up the basket and carried it 
away. When Zechariah asked where they were carrying it to, he was told, "To build 
a house for it in the land of Shinar; when it is ready, the basket will be set there on 
its base." 

It will be appreciated also that Babylon featured in Old Testament history as 
materialistic, arrogant and oppressive of God's people. Nebuchadnezzar's proud 
boast was characteristic: "Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for a royal 
dwelling by my mighty power and for the honor of my majesty?" (Dan.4:30). "But 
when his heart was lifted up, and his spirit was hardened in pride, he was deposed 
from his kingly throne, and they took his glory from him" (Dan.5:20). 
The basis of her power 

She is described as "the great harlot who sits on many waters " (Rev.17:1); the angel 
further explained to John, "The waters which you saw, where the harlot sits, are 
peoples, multitudes, nations and tongues" (Rev.17:15). This suggests that the 
harlot's power derives from extensive spiritual influence over many different 
peoples, rather than from national force of arms or political domination. May 
we not realistically envisage development of today's ecumenism to achieve a 
union embracing the world's major religious faiths? After members of the church 
the Body of Christ have been translated to 
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heaven at the Lord's return to the air, the amalgamation of apostate religious groups 
would seem even more probable. In that fearfully intolerant era the exclusion and 
persecution of God-fearing believers would seem likely. This may well account for 
the fact that John saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints and with the 
blood of the martyrs of Jesus (Rev.17:6). 

The nature of her harlotry 

She is described as, "the great harlot ... with whom the kings of the earth 
committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth were made drunk with the 
wine of her fornication" (Rev.17:1,2). A similar analogy between physical 
immorality and resort to false spiritual concepts occurs frequently in Scripture. To 
Israel God said through Ezekiel: "And I will judge you as women who break wedlock 
...I will also give you into their hand, and they shall throw down your shrines and 
break down your high places" (Rev.16:38,39). Similarly idolatrous cults and 
practices are time and again classed as 'abominations', as in Deut.27:15 'Cursed 
is the one who makes any carved or molded image, an abomination to the LORD, 
the work of the hands of the craftsman, and sets it up in secret.' Her fornication with 
the kings of the earth presumably implies resort to unscrupulous methods of 
worldly statecraft in denial of righteous principles which should have been 
upheld. As a result earth's inhabitants were made drunk with the wine of her 
fornication. Formal religious association with a spiritually bankrupt organisation led 
to confusion of mind, uncertainty of direction and evil conduct so typical of 
physical drunkenness. 

Her attire, adornment and golden cup 

The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and 
precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a golden cup full of 
abominations and the filthiness of her fornication (Rev.17:4). The vision catches 
an impression of studied appeal to the natural heart and mind, readily captivated by 
external grandeur in contrast to true spiritual values. The golden cup, outwardly 
gleaming and of great value in human estimation, contained the poisons of false 
teaching and depraved standards of conduct. 

The scarlet beast on which she sat 
This fearsome looking monster was full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads 
and ten horns (Rev.l7:3). It is more fully described in Rev.13:1,2 and would seem 
to represent the end-time political empire on which the power of Antichrist will be 
based. The Antichrist himself is also referred to as the beast, directly referring to 
the monster seen by John in the vision - doubtless because he will attain supreme 
control of the political system, personalising its character and aspirations. The final 
phase of this frightful regime will take the 
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form of ten kingdoms whose kings will "receive authority for one hour as kings 
with the beast" (Antichrist). "These are of one mind, and they will give their power 
and authority to the beast" (Rev.17:12,13). 

The harlot's doom 

That the harlot is seen sitting on the beast (Rev.17:3) implies that her wide 
influence had been useful to Antichrist and his associates in establishing their 
political ascendancy. They had therefore cultivated her favour and support. But 
now world control was within their grasp. "Who is like the beast? Who is able to 
make war with him?" (Rev.13:4). Moreover he opposes and exalts himself above 
all that is called God or that is worshipped, so that he sits as God in the temple of 
God, showing himself that he is God (2 Thess.2:4). All other expressions of 
worship must therefore be eliminated, the Harlot and all she stood for must be 
destroyed. "And the ten horns which you saw on the beast, these will hate the 
harlot, make her desolate and naked, eat her flesh and burn her with fire. For God 
has put it into their hearts to fulfil His purpose, to be of one mind, and to give their 
kingdom to the beast, until the words of God are fulfilled" (Rev.17:16,17). 

The associated city 

Rev.18 opens with pronouncement of judgement on 'Babylon the great', described 
in Rev.18:18 as "this great city". The emphasis of the chapter is on the city's 
immense commercial wealth and luxurious extravagance, but there is also 
indictment of her sins and iniquities (Rev.18:5), her sorceries (Rev.18:23), and that 
"in her was found the blood of prophets and saints, and of all who were slain on the 
earth" (Rev.18:24). Yet the destruction of Babylon the great, the city, is different 
from that of Babylon the Great, the Harlot. She was destroyed by the ten kings and 
burned with fire. The city shall be thrown down like a great millstone cast into the 
sea (Rev.18:21), obliterated by a signal act of divine judgement. It would seem 
therefore that the apostate religious system represented by the 'Mother of 
harlots' will be closely associated with a great commercial and political centre in 
the land of Shinar, a future Babylon which will flourish at the time of the end, 
probably becoming the administrative centre of Antichrist's empire. 

To faithful saints of God living and testifying at the time of the end this scriptural 
revelation regarding the Mother of harlots will be invaluable, as they recognize the 
unfolding of the events predicted by the imagery of the apostle John's vision. 
Meantime the principle of separation from the world and from unscriptural 
religious associations is strongly reinforced for believers today as they appreciate 
the predicted outcome of present trends. 
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God's Grace 

A personal testimony 

Gilbert Grierson, Knocknacloy, N.Ireland 

In 1980 my wife and I were presented with a picture by the 'Young People's 
Meeting' of the churches of God in the north-west of England, following a long-
established tradition, to mark the occasion of our marriage. That picture is of the 
sea and waves breaking on a sandy shore, with mountains in the background. A 
Bible text above it all reads: "MY GRACE IS SUFFICIENT FOR THEE" 
(2 Cor.12:9 AV) 
That picture has hung in our bedroom for the last 23 years, a well-appreciated 
gift. 

There's many a morning when I wake and look up at that picture and its text. I 
never know what a day is going to bring or what demands are going to be put upon 
me, but those words have been a constant help to me. They were spoken by the Lord 
to the apostle Paul personally, but they have been a great source of encouragement 
to me and, I'm sure, to many others also over the years. 

In my work as a nurse, and for some years nursing terminally ill patients, I have 
found myself in many situations where I have needed help and strength to fulfil my 
role, to work with others in giving care to those going through the experience of 
serious illness and facing up to death, and with giving support to grieving families 
and friends. At times it has not been easy. Nurses and others in the caring 
professions (and I'm certain in other jobs, too) often find themselves drained 
psychologically and emotionally, as well as physically. There is a constant danger 
of burn-out. 
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There is an ongoing need to be sympathetic. Working in a secular nursing system 
there is also the constant danger of accepting the values and work-ethic of non-
Christian colleagues who, though excellent nurses in other respects, may regard 
spiritual care as very low in their order of priorities. Then there is always the need 
for courage when appropriate moments do come for personal witness. 

What helps in such situations? The same as helped Paul in coping with his 
afflictions and his trials - God's grace. I have found over the years that the Lord's 
promise is true. His grace has been sufficient, and through it the difficulties have 
been overcome. At times of personal failure, forgiveness has also been available, 
and restoration of the joy of the Lord, all through God's grace. 

I have not personally faced up to very serious illness in my own life, but 
increasing years do bring their own particular needs, and I am very thankful to swing 
my legs out of bed in the morning, look up at the picture, read the text and ask God 
to strengthen me for yet another day. If and when times of weakness and illness 
do come, in God's will, and increasing dependence on the care of others, I know one 
thing will not have changed: God's grace. It will always be sufficient. 

It may be, as you read this, that you may be wondering how you are going to cope 
with a particular circumstance that has come into your own life, be it illness or 
some other trial. I would like my testimony to direct you to the Word of God, 
particularly concerning His grace. Whatever happens, it will be sufficient for you, 
because He has promised. I have given out this little poem to many patients over 
the years and to their families. May it be a help to you, too. 

What God hath promised 
God hath not promised skies always blue,  
Flower strewn pathways all our lives through;  
God hath not promised sun without rain,  
Joy without sorrow, peace without pain. 
But God hath promised strength for the day,  
Rest for the labour, light for the way,  
Grace for the trials, help from above,  
Unfailing sympathy, undying love. 

(Annie Johnson Flint, 1919) 
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Focus 

Hurricane Katrina 

George Prasher, Manchester, England 

Barely eight months after an earthquake triggered devastating tidal waves 
across the Indian Ocean, Hurricane Katrina tore through three of America's Gulf 
States, lashing an area the size of Great Britain. It caused widespread destruction 
and over a thousand deaths. When finally assessed, it seems likely to be rated as 
one of the worst natural disasters in America's history. 

The awesome power of the hurricane was illustrated in the media by pictures of the 
destruction left in its wake. Whole towns were levelled, strategic bridges swept away 
and sea defences breached. The city of New Orleans was left 80% under water, 
ultimately forcing its wholesale evacuation. The toll of human suffering through 
bereavement, injury and loss of home and possessions is beyond calculation. 
Christians observing the immense power of such natural forces at once recognize 
this as an expression of the Creator's almighty strength, a theme which often 
engaged the hearts of the Hebrew psalmists. As in Ps.93, where His everlasting 
power and divinity are extolled and illustrated by His supremacy over sea and flood: 
The floods have lifted up, O LORD, 
The floods have lifted up their voice; 
The floods lift up their waves. 
The LORD on high is mightier 
Than the noise of many waters, 
Than the mighty waves of the sea (Ps.93:3,4); 
or in Ps.107:24-27, as it describes the experience of those who go out to sea: 
They see the works of the LORD, 
And His wonders in the deep. 
For he commands and raises the stormy wind, 
Which lifts up the waves of the sea. 
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They mount up to the heavens, 
They go down again to the depths; 
Their soul melts because of trouble. 
They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, 
And are at their wits' end. 
Despite all the advances in human achievement since these psalms were written, 
man's puny helplessness remains when such forces of nature are unleashed - a 
humbling reality! 

Residents of New Orleans had been warned to leave the city before the hurricane 
struck, and many who owned their own transport were able to escape in time. But a 
third of the black population lived in poverty, unable to afford necessary transport; 
and there were elderly and sick people whether in their own homes or institutions. 
Thousands took refuge in the Superdrome, a vast arena which had been officially 
designated as a shelter. This also became surrounded by flood waters, which 
resulted in power failures, shortage of food and water and sanitary blockage. As 
five days wore on until relief arrived people became increasingly angry and 
desperate. One man who went through the ordeal is reported as saying, "You don't 
want to know what it was like. We had killings, abortions, babies being born, and it 
was hot, hot, hot." 

In other parts of the city many individuals, both officials and ordinary residents, 
risked their lives to help others. Yet looting and anarchy also broke out until the 
city was placed under military occupation. How quickly the effects of natural 
disaster can disrupt modern society, bringing out both the best and worst in 
human behaviour! 

Nor were the effects of Katrina's onslaught confined to the Gulf States. The heart 
of the US oil industry lay in its path. Nine oil refineries that produce about 12% 
of US gasoline were closed down. Natural gas production, about 20% of the US 
total, was halted. About 500 oil rigs were put out of service, some being seriously 
damaged. This inevitably caused a temporary increase in world oil prices, with 
consequent economic effects in other countries. 

Some scientists think that a new cycle of heavy hurricane activity may be 
developing after relative calm over the past half century. The Lord Jesus foretold 
that, prior to His coming as Son of Man, "There will be ...on the earth distress of 
nations, with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring; men's hearts failing them 
from fear and the expectation of those things which are coming on the earth" 
(Lk.21:25,26). May Hurricane Katrina be seen as a faint foreshadowing of those 
future convulsions? 
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A Vivid Vision 

Brian Johnston, Leigh, England 

Have you ever had a dream so vivid that you were awakened by your own active 
involvement in it? Perhaps others even heard you call out in your sleep. It seems to 
me that something similar happened in one of Zechariah's visions - the one in which 
he saw the high priest pictured, not in the temple courts, but in something more 
reminiscent of law courts; and not in his fine robes, but in filthy rags. When the 
Lord instructed that the high priest should be clothed with 'festal robes', Zechariah 
writes: Then I said, "Let them put a clean turban on his head" (Zech.3:5). 

Why did Zechariah interact with his vision to utter this passionate prayer? Why was 
he seemingly so keen to be reassured the mitre wouldn't be omitted? Connected 
with the turban in the book of Exodus we read of a small golden plate: it shall be at 
the front of the turban ... and Aaron shall take away the iniquity of the holy things 
which the sons of Israel consecrate, with regard to all their holy gifts ... that they 
may be accepted before the LORD (Ex.28:37,38). 

Was this not why the turban or mitre was so important to Zechariah? How could his 
people approach the holy God of heaven in his earthly residence if there was any 
possibility that the imperfections of their offerings might render them less than 
acceptable before God in heaven? God's people today offer up spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ (1 Pet.2:5). And our High Priest, Jesus, 
offers them across towards His God and Father (Heb.8:3). Let's not be inhibited 
by fear of genuine mistake when we bring our thanksgivings in worship, knowing 
they pass through the hands of our High Priest who renders even our feeblest praises 
acceptable to God. 

For us He wears the mitre where holiness shines bright; 
For us His robes are whiter than heaven's unsullied light. 



 

2005-118 

Names and Titles of the Lord Jesus 

9. The Great High Priest 

John Terrell, Carlisle, England 

We now come to the subject of the priesthood of the Lord Jesus. Immediately 
there come to mind the commanding words of Ps.110, "You are a priest forever". 
And there is perhaps no psalm in the entire Psalter which more clearly and 
explicitly speaks of the coming priestly One who is called my Lord by David. 
Clearly it was central to God's eternal purpose for His Son that He should be a 
priest; and, as we shall see, a priest in very special and unique circumstances. The 
Old Testament scriptures furnish us with rich illustrations and types of Christ's 
priesthood. 

The choice of the tribe of Levi as the priestly tribe of Israel was one with very far-
reaching significance and consequences. They had to stand between men and God 
and, in the case of the High Priest, to enter the very presence of God on behalf of 
the people to carry out vital services there as their representative. These services 
were central to the continuing covenant relationship between God and His people. 
Not only were there precise instructions to Moses about their anointing with oil 
and marking with the blood of sacrifice, but the very clothing they wore must be 
in accord with the divine prescription. All of these things, linked to the 
multifarious tasks and functions of the priests, underlined the solemn importance 
God attached to their role as standing between Him, in all His untarnished 
holiness, and His people. This is, of course, most strongly evident in the case of 
the High Priest of Israel who, on the annual Day of Atonement entered the 
immediate presence of God in the inner sanctuary of the tabernacle or temple. 

So the Old Testament priestly role-model for our Lord Jesus Christ is the High 
Priest, and little wonder that 
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He receives the extended title of Great High Priest (Heb.4:14). In Jn 17:19, in the course of 
what is often referred to as the Lord's high priestly prayer for His disciples, anticipating His 
future heavenly office of High Priest, we have the remarkable words, "For their sakes I 
sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the truth." This marvel, the self-
dedication and consecration of the Son of God for a perfect example to His own, and for His 
priestly service for them in heaven, finds its fuller exposition in the epistle to the Hebrews. 
This is the New Testament book uniquely dealing with the sanctuary service of the people of 
God, and the High Priestly service of Christ on their behalf. 

Ps.110 is a song of praise and promise to the triumphant Victor of Calvary. It opens with the 
command, "Sit at My right hand, till I make Your enemies Your footstool." It speaks of 'the 
rod of His strength'; of 'the day of His power'; of 'the beauties of holiness'; and climaxes with, 
The LORD has sworn and will not relent, "You are a priest forever according to the order 
of Melchizedek." Now these last words open a remarkable vista of the unique high priestly 
ministry of Christ in heaven for, while much of the nature and content of the Lord's priestly 
function in heaven today derives from the priesthood of Aaron, its rank, or order, was very 
different. The secret of this lies in the words, according to the order of Melchizedek and, as 
already stated, the textbook of this subject is the epistle to the Hebrews. 

In Heb.2 we read of the Lord Jesus that in all things He had to be made like His brethren, 
that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God. This was the 
remarkable starting point of His qualifications for priestly office. The Lord Jesus was 
'called of God' as we have seen from Ps.110, which Psalm also confirms that He was made 
a priest by the oath of God. References to these points will be found in Heb.5,7. Then we 
have His experience of temptation, offering up prayers in the days of His flesh, learning 
the cost of obedience through suffering, through which He was 'perfected', or made 
complete, in His preparatory experience for priesthood. He offered Himself a sacrifice and, 
in Heb.4 we read, passed through the heavens. 

Let us pause and ask ourselves, "Who is this Person who has so totally and irrevocably 
dedicated Himself to the heavenly service of His people? Was not the suffering of the cross, 
to bring us eternal forgiveness and salvation more than enough to expect from the holy, 
spotless Son of God from heaven; enough to complete the work of Calvary; to revert to His 
rightful place above where He is so much better than the angels; and to await the day of the 
final redemption of His purchased possession, the Church, His Body, having sent the 
Comforter, the Spirit of truth, to be with His own?" No! Not so. He was also preparing 
Himself, consecrating Himself, for a rich and amazingly gracious ministry in heaven for a 
people on earth whom He has purchased with His own blood.  
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What is that ministry, that devoted service in which He is unfailing in heaven? From 
Heb.2 we learn that He succours, or helps, when we are tempted; He invites us to 
come near to the throne of grace to obtain mercy and find grace. He actually 
appears before God making intercession for us. He ensures that we have access to 
all the benefits and blessings of the new covenant, and He presents our sacrifices 
of praise to God. In all of this He far excels the scope of the priestly services of 
Aaron and his sons for the people of Israel in the past, though in basic nature His 
work is similar. 

But, as we have already noted, there is something else very special indeed about 
the priesthood of Christ. We remember the promise of Ps.110, "You are a priest 
forever according to the order of Melchizedek". Herein lies the secret of the 
surpassing excellence of the priestly work of our Lord compared to all the priests of 
Israel's history. Not just a total contrast of quality compared with the shameful 
desecration of the priestly office by men like Annas and Caiaphas who dared to sit 
in judgement on God's Anointed. Something far greater. For in the Melchizedek 
role model three glorious principles were enshrined waiting to be fulfilled in our 
Great High Priest. First, His priesthood was superior to Aaron's to the point of 
perfection (Heb.7:26-28). Secondly, it was eternal. Thirdly, it joined together two 
offices, something hitherto strictly forbidden in Israel, though portrayed in 
Melchizedek, the offices of King and Priest. For God's Christ alone was the 
conjunction of these two roles reserved. His priesthood was more excellent than 
Aaron's; indeed perfect as we have seen. All of this because He was, in contrast to 
Aaron, sinless and lives in the power of an endless life. Like Melchizedek, He is 
God's King Priest and that forever. 

The main references to many of these points are in Heb.7. So much more could 
be said about our merciful and faithful High Priest, beautifully described in 
Heb.7:26 as holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners; about His sanctuary 
service for a sanctified, subject people today who strive to give expression to the 
truths of God's house with its high and holy privileges of worship in the holy 
place above. This we read of in Heb.10:19-25, Therefore, brethren, having 
boldness to enter the Holiest ... by a new and living way which He consecrated for 
us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, and having a High Priest over the house of 
God let us draw near ... It is a contemplation rich in spiritual values, instructive 
about the glorious Person of the risen Lord; and draws the spirit very close to the 
deeply caring love and concern our beloved Lord has for His own. It whets our 
appetite for heaven where He is engaged in this amazingly gracious service; and, 
until that day, adds reassurance about our access to God through Him, both to get and 
to give: to get help, mercy and grace; to give worship and our sacrifice of praise. 
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Opened Secrets 

11. The Mystery of the 
Dispensation of the 
Fullness of the 

Edwin Neely, Brantford, Canada 

Prophecies, parables and promises all thrill us with the future purposes of God to be 
summed up in Christ and enjoyed by Christian believers and others 'who are 
Christ's', soon to be experienced in the thousand-year dispensation that we have 
labelled 'The Millennium'. Scripture pulsates with excitement of the revelation of 
God as He unfolds to Israel and to us the wonders of Christ's future thousand-year 
reign on earth, a reign delineated by the inherent characteristics of the King 
Himself: righteousness, peace and joy. 

A righteous reign 
Behold a King will reign in righteousness, 
And princes will rule with justice ... 
Then justice will dwell in the wilderness, 
And righteousness remain in the fruitful field. 
The work of righteousness will be peace, 
And the effect of righteousness, quietness and assurance forever. 1 
We excite to the promise of peaceful habitations, quiet resting places, secure 
dwellings. No war, no terrorism, no catastrophe, nothing but the outpouring of the 
love of God in Christ Jesus, and even that, growing like the stream that flows from 
His sanctuary, utterly whelming us beneath His blessing and comfort. Satan will be 
bound, chained and sealed in the abyss for the time, so that he can no longer 
deceive the nations.2 The tribulation faithful who sealed their fealty with their 
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lives will live again, reigning with their great sovereign.3 Twelve apostles will sit on 
twelve thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel,4 and Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
will be there.5 David will rule as Prince,6 and Christ shall reign on the throne.7 
Present-day saints who have been faithful to their Lord will also reign,8 and such 
parables as that of the nobleman who, on going away, distributed his wealth to his 
servants and commanded them to do business until his return, will be fulfilled; 
servants will receive their 'ten cities' and 'five cities'.9 This poor old earth's 
creation will finally be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God.10 

Eph.1:9-10 refers to the mystery of the fullness of the times; Acts 3:21 tells us that 
it will be the restoration of all things, that which God has been speaking about 
since the world began. God is excited about it. Can we be any less? Isaiah (Isa.2:2-
3) reveals the establishment of God's house, exalted above the hills on the holy 
mountain of God. The righteous law of God will go forth and nations will rejoice 
in His righteousness. 
There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse ... 
The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, 
The Spirit of wisdom and understanding ... 
... with righteousness He shall judge ... 
Righteousness shall be the belt of His loins, 
And faithfulness the belt of His waist.11 

This is the One whose sceptre is the sceptre of righteousness, who loved 
righteousness and hated lawlessness, who, anointed with the oil of gladness above 
His fellows,12 sits on a throne that will last forever and ever. The name by which He 
will be called is THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS 13 and the name of His 
people, likewise, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.14 Christ has been made 
unto us wisdom from God - and righteousness.15 

A reign of peace 

Again Isaiah exults: 
The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, 
The leopard... with the young goat, 
The calf and the young lion... 
And a little child shall lead them. 
The cow and the bear shall graze... 
The nursing child shall play by the cobra's hole, 
And the weaned child shall put his hand in the viper's den. 
They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain.16 

Pastoral scene exceeding anything that we can dream or imagine! His resting 
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place shall be glorious! The nations shall beat their swords into ploughshares and their 
spears into pruning hooks. Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more. His name, as well as 'The Lord Our Righteousness', shall be 
'Prince of Peace'. Of the increase of His government and of peace there will be no end. 
To Jerusalem God promises: "Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river".17 To the 
redeemed of our time there shall be the perfection of the peace that He left with His 
own when He said: "Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world 
gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid." 18 

Who could imagine a more pastoral scene than Isaiah paints for us about millennial 
splendour? He will feed His flock like a shepherd; He will gather the lambs with His 
arm, and carry them in His bosom, and gently lead those who are with young.19 "You 
will keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on You." 20 

A reign of joy 

The prophet Isaiah writes about the future joy of the millennial reign: The wilderness 
and the wasteland shall be glad... ... the desert shall rejoice... It shall blossom 
abundantly and rejoice, Even with joy and singing. ... the ransomed of the LORD shall 
return, And come to Zion with singing, With everlasting joy on their heads. They shall 
obtain joy and gladness, And sorrow and sighing shall flee away.21 Sing, O heavens! Be 
joyful, O earth! 
And break out in singing, O mountains! For the LORD has comforted His people, And 
will have mercy on His afflicted.22 
At Sinai, Israel was commanded to keep the Feast of Tabernacles for seven days after 
the blessing of the harvest field and vineyard had been gathered in. While that holy 
week looked backward at the years in which Israel had wandered in the desert after 
their freedom from Egypt, it also looked forward to a time in God's calendar when the 
harvest will have been gathered. The commandment was: "You shall rejoice in your 
feast" and "so that you surely rejoice".23. The NASB translates it: "You will be 
altogether joyful"! Nehemiah directed the remnant that had returned from Babylon to 
do likewise, to make 
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booths and live in them, and he appends the comment to the description: And there 
was very great gladness.24 Joy and rejoicing will characterize the glorious reign 
of the Lord Jesus, not only in type, shadow, and promise, but in every phase of its 
reality - that is for the Lord's own. Those who do not own Him, even should they 
be alive during millennial days, shall know only suffering and judgement.25 

The place of the Church 

Of course, much of what is written about that glorious future millennial kingdom 
is written to and about Israel. The resurrection of the dead will not yet have taken 
place, save those who were accepted by God to be part of the 'first resurrection'.26 
The rest of the dead will not be raised until the Millennium is finished. Then will 
come the Great White Throne judgement, the final crushing and judgement of 
Satan, the destruction of the old, cursed earth, and the formation of a new heaven 
and a new earth where righteousness also dwells. The Millennium is not the 
eternal state. Nevertheless, the Church which is Christ's Body, having been raised 
from the dead or changed while alive, shall have their glorious part in His 
expression of majesty, some even reigning with Him in whatever sphere He might 
appoint. Righteousness, peace and joy will be ours in any case. But many of 
those who pass through millennial days will not be in glorified bodies. Perhaps 
some of them will even be born of earthly parents during that delightful time. The 
final phase of God's dispensations of time will show that even under the abundance 
and blessing of a rule of perfect righteousness, perfect peace and protection, 
immeasurable joy surrounding, and the absence of Satan, the wickedness of the heart 
of man will still rebel, awaiting the opportunity to challenge, and proving to all, 
the matchless mercy of God in providing the Lord Jesus Christ, a sacrifice for the 
cleansing of the human soul. 

Righteousness, peace, joy, justice, prosperity and glory intermingle in promise to 
buoy the fainting spirit, but transcending all or any part of this is the sublime reality, 
flooding the heart and soul with joyful and sublime anticipation: "And the name of 
the city from that day shall be: THE LORD IS THERE." 27 

 
(l) Isa.32:l,16,17    (2) Rev.20:2 (3) Rev.20:4 (4) Matt.19:28 
(5) Matt.8:ll (6) Ezek.34:24 (7) Isa.32:l 
(8) 1 Cor.6:2,3; 2 Tim.2:12 (9) Lk.19:12-19 (10) Rom.8:21 
(11) Isa.11:1-5 (12) Heb.1:8,9 (13) Jer.23:6 (14) Jer.33:16 
(15) 1 Cor.1:30     (16) Isa.11:6-9 (17) Isa.66:12 (18) Jn 14:27 
(19) Isa.40:11 (20) Isa.26:3 (21) Isa.35:l,2,10 (22) Isa.49:13 
(23) Deut.16:14,15 (24) Neh.8:17 (25) Isa.66:24 
(26) Rev.20:5        (27) Ezek.48:35 



 

2005-125 

A Flower 

John Johnson, Kilmarnock, Scotland 

A primrose by a river's brim 
A yellow primrose was to him, 
And it was nothing more. (W. Wordsworth) 

 
How different is the impact of nature on the newly opened eyes of a believer in Christ 
for, 

Heaven above is softer blue, 
Earth around is sweeter green ... 

Recently I saw a pansy which had seeded from plants nearby and taken root in, of all 
places, a crevice in the concrete patio at the rear of the house. It was a beautiful purple 
colour and it was so special - growing in the tiniest amount of soil in a groove in the 
concrete. Next day there was a heavy downpour of rain and when I looked out it was 
lying quite bedraggled and seemingly 'done for'. But on the day following the sun was 
shining and there was my pansy standing upright alive and well, apparently smiling at 
me. 

How it speaks to us of the smile of God, of the grace of God, bringing salvation to all 
men: to men who are without hope, to men who are dead in trespasses and sin, and 
lifting them up, resurrecting them to newness of life in Christ, and to us, instructing us, 
to the intent 
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that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly and 
righteously and godly in this present world; looking for the blessed hope and 
appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ (Tit.2:11-13). 

The flower will have a very brief life, but this reviving of it demonstrates the grace 
of God, the God who lifts up our head, as it is written in the book of Job (Job 
22:26), to delight ourselves in the Almighty and lift up our face to God. Our lives 
also are very brief - 

'Only one life. 
'Twill soon be past; 
Only what's done for Christ will last.' 

but what marvellously rich soil we have in which to take root downward and in 
which to bear fruit upward - the grace of God and the word of God. 

Sometimes adversity or the Adversary causes us to fall and we are down, 
depressed, tempted to give up, but brother/sister by the grace of God we rise again. 
Like Micah and many others in the service of God we are enabled to say, Rejoice 
not against me, O mine enemy: when I fall, I shall arise. God loves us. He 
remembers that we are dust, yet we have the treasure of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ in earthen vessels that the exceeding 
greatness of the power may be of God, and not from ourselves (2 Cor.4:6-7). 

Like Jacob's love for Joseph, God has given us a coat of many colours, a spiritual 
coat or character in which to display the manifold grace of God. As the flower 
responded to 'clear shining after rain', so we ought to respond to God's love by 
adding ... all diligence, in our faith supplying virtue (or good deeds): and in our 
virtue knowledge: and in our knowledge temperance (or self control): and in our 
temperance patience, and in our patience godliness: and in our godliness love of 
the brethren: and in our love of the brethren, love (2 Pet.1:5-7). 

Editorial	Note:	Mr.	D.T.	Hyland	was	called	home	on	October	20th,	shortly	after	
his	retirement	from	the	Editorate	of	Needed	Truth.	We	wish	to	express	
appreciation	of	fourteen	years	of	dedicated	service.	His	administrative	ability,	
scriptural	understanding	and	personally	written	articles	have	all	contributed	to	
the	value	of	his	work	so	willingly	undertaken	for	the	Lord's	sake.	
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Focus 

A Noteworthy Obituary 

George Prasher, Manchester, England 

When Simon Wiesenthal died in Vienna last September, aged 96, his obituary was 
prominently featured in the press. Who was he? Why the interest in his life's 
experience? 

Born of Jewish parents in the eastern European province of Galicia, he trained in 
Prague as an architectural engineer. When Hitler invaded Poland, in 1941 many 
Jews were rounded up for extermination. Wiesenthal and his wife were committed 
to a forced labour camp. The following year the Nazis started to implement the so-
called 'Final Solution', indiscriminate elimination of Jews in countries brought 
under German control. Wiesenthal's mother and most of his other relatives were 
killed. 

Because of his technical ability and usefulness Wiesenthal won the trust of the 
assistant commandant at the camp where he was enslaved. Despite this in April 
1943 he was again selected for execution, along with 40 other Jewish workers, this 
time to 'celebrate' Hitler's birthday! He escaped death only through the 
commandant's last-minute intervention. Later when 'elimination' of Jewish 
workers was again threatened, the commandant turned a blind eye as Wiesenthal 
escaped from the camp. 

Amazingly he contrived to keep on the run for eight months, only to be recaptured 
and sent to a concentration camp where all the inmates were due to be exterminated. 
However, the Red Army's advance forced the Germans to retreat westwards. 
Wiesenthal was transferred to the notorious Mauthausen Camp in Austria. There he 
clung precariously to life, reduced through near starvation to a mere seven stone, 
until the arrival of American troops brought deliverance. 
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Wiesenthal lost no time in providing the War Crimes Unit with details of the most 
savage ninety-one SS officers, and set about compiling dossiers of Nazi crimes. In 
1947 he set up a War Crimes Investigation Unit in Austria. Over the years he helped 
to locate over one thousand war criminals, among them the infamous commandant 
of Treblinka concentration camp, Franz Stangl, held responsible for the deaths of 
900,000 people. Another significant success was to identify the Gestapo officer 
who arrested the Frank family. This officer's confirmation that the event took place 
helped to refute neo-Nazi claims that Anne Frank had never existed. Wiesenthal 
emphasized that he was motivated not by revenge, but to bring evil people to 
justice. "When history looks back," he said, "I want people to know the Nazis 
weren't able to kill millions of people and get away with it." 

Through Moses God warned Israel that unfaithfulness to His word would result 
in their being scattered among the nations, where "the LORD will give you a 
trembling heart, failing eyes, and anguish of soul. Your life shall hang in doubt 
before you; you shall fear day and night, and have no assurance of life." 
(Deut.28:65,66). There have of course been long periods when Jews of the 
Dispersion have enjoyed amenable conditions and greatly prospered. Yet their 
history has been punctuated by eruptions of persecution. Until the rise of Hitler their 
situation in Europe had seemed for the most part favourable; yet so suddenly 
destructive hatred was launched against them on a massive scale. It was all so 
reminiscent of God's message through Jeremiah regarding their enforced eviction 
from lands in which they had comfortably settled: 

"Behold, I will send for many fishermen," says the LORD, "and they shall fish them; 
and afterward I will send for many hunters, and they shall hunt them from every 
mountain and every hill, and out of the holes of the rocks. For My eyes are on all 
their ways; they are not hidden from My face, nor is their iniquity hidden from 
My eyes. "(Jer.16:16,17) 

The Book of Esther illustrates Satan's relentless hostility to the Jewish people, and 
God's faithfulness to His covenant promise of their preservation. Haman the 
Agagite seemed within reach of a wholesale massacre of Jews throughout the vast 
Persian Empire. Through Mordecai and Esther the situation was saved, resulting 
in continued peace and prosperity for the Jewish communities, including of course 
those who had returned to the promised land to rebuild the Temple and reinstate 
Old Covenant worship there. The Jewish festival of Purim annually 
commemorates this momentous deliverance. 

Both scriptural and secular history bear witness to the faithfulness of a covenant-
keeping God! 
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Handfuls of Incense 

Brian Johnston, Leigh, England 

When the high priest of Israel went through the Tabernacle veil on the Day of 
Atonement he did so with two handfuls of incense. Interestingly, David associates 
prayer with incense: May my prayer be counted as incense before You (Ps.141:2; see 
also Rev.5:8; Rev.8:3-5). When in the holiest place, the high priest put the incense on 
the censer to create a fragrant cloud there (Lev.l6:12,13). The coals that set the 
fragrance free had been taken from the outside copper altar. It's only because of 
Calvary that our prayers and worship can be acceptably fragrant for God. The picture 
language of the Old Testament even more wonderfully prefigures how the Lord Jesus 
who died has, in resurrection, entered into the true holy place in heaven (of which that 
in the Tabernacle was but a copy, Heb.8:5). He has done so in order to gain access for 
us. God's people are now invited to 'draw near' in prayer (Heb.4:15,16): let us draw 
near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need. 

The Hebrews letter is chiefly concerned with the 'sanctuary' service of the people of 
God. That becomes progressively clearer the further we read through it (see Heb.8:2; 
Heb.9:1; Heb.10:19). The ascending theme of the letter is the collective worship of the 
people of God, expressed as in New Testament times throughout the various local 
churches of God. 

Referring back to that solemn Day of Atonement, two handfuls of incense, which 
David in his psalms linked with prayer, were taken right into the Holiest of All. The 
high priest was acting for the people of God, and not on behalf of an individual. 
Although individual exercise in prayer is a precious privilege, is there not an indication 
here that the people of God, when together in prayer, in some sense 'penetrate further'? 
Isn't this a reason in itself not to forsake the church prayer meeting (Heb.10:25; Acts 
2:42)? 

129 
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Names and Titles of the Lord Jesus 

10. The King 

John Terrell, Carlisle, England 
Now we come to the last of the titles associated with anointing. That is, KING. 
First of all let us stand together where every disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ has 
stood many times in spirit - a subdued spirit - by a Roman crucifixion just outside 
the walls of Jerusalem; a scene so full of squalor and brutality that the human mind 
recoils from it in horror. Three crosses; three victims. But over one in the centre 
is a notice, variously called a superscription or an accusation, THIS IS JESUS, THE 
KING OF THE JEWS. Here surely is the throne from which the Saviour will 
always reign supreme in the hearts of His own. 

Here the King of all the ages  
Throned in light ere worlds could be  
Robed in mortal flesh is dying,  
Crucified by sin for me.       (F.W. Faber) 

As the crowd chanted, "Crucify!" the Roman governor demanded of them, "Shall I 
crucify your King? " And back came an answer more fateful for Israel perhaps than 
for any other, "We have no king but Caesar!" (Jn 19:15). 
Will the loving response of our hearts not be:  

King of my life, I crown Thee now,  
Thine shall the glory be;  
Lest I forget Thy thorn-crowned brow,  
Lead me to Calvary.  
Lest I forget Gethsemane,  
Lest I forget Thine agony,  
Lest I forget Thy love to me,  
Lead me to Calvary.     (J.E. Mussey) 

Few contemplations of the Person of Christ evoke 
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more in adoration and worship than His royalty. Throughout Holy Scripture God is 
presented to men as King. Said David in Ps.29:10, The LORD sits as King forever. And 
we remember how to Micah the prophet it was given to write, "But you, Bethlehem 
Ephrathah, though you are little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of you shall 
come forth to Me the One to be Ruler in Israel, whose goings forth are from of old, 
from everlasting." So in the process of God's perfect time, the memorable question was 
asked by the sages from the Orient, "Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? 
For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him" (Matt.2:2). 
There was none of the pomp of royalty in evidence either in Bethlehem or in the 
Nazareth years. Indeed, throughout the three-year ministry of the Lord, His kingship 
was in the background of His kingdom teaching which was initially and primarily to 
Israel. Only as Jesus approached the end of His ministry and Calvary loomed in view, 
did His kingship again come into prominence. It is true that the people once tried to 
take Him to make Him king. But they had no clear perception of the matter and well 
the Lord knew it. 

So the onward march of the redemptive purpose of God continued and the moment of 
fulfilment arrived for the ancient prophecy of Zechariah. As the disciples go off to 
Bethphage to find the donkey, we are reminded by Matthew of this wonderful 
prophecy. "Tell the daughter of Zion, 'Behold, your King is coming to you, lowly, and 
sitting on a donkey, a colt, the foal of a donkey'" (Matt.21:5). Some perceptive glimpse 
of the fulfilment of prophecy seems to be revealed in the words of the multitude of the 
disciples who cried out, "'Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord!' 
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest" (Lk.19:38). 

As Pilate proceeded to examine the Saviour he could not escape the question, "Are You 
a king then?" Jesus answered without hesitation, "You say rightly that lama king. For 
this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear 
witness to the truth." He was yet to be described in Holy Writ as conquering and to 
conquer, but for now it was very different. 

Hath He diadem, as Monarch, 
That His brow adorns? 
"Yea, a crown, in very surety, 
But of thorns." (J.M.Neale) 

And so to Calvary. 

But now we turn to the inspired chant of the Sons of Korah. My heart is overflowing 
with a good theme; I recite my composition concerning the King; my tongue is the pen 
of a ready writer. You are fairer than the sons of men; grace is poured upon Your lips; 
therefore God has blessed You forever. Gird 
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Your sword upon Your thigh, O Mighty One, with Your glory and Your majesty. And in 
Your majesty ride prosperously because of truth, humility, and righteousness; and Your 
right hand shall teach You awesome things. Your arrows are sharp in the heart of the 
King's enemies; the peoples fall under You. Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; a 
scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your kingdom. You love righteousness and 
hate wickedness; therefore God, Your God, has anointed You with the oil of gladness 
more than Your companions (Ps.45:l-7). 

We can sense the note of excitement that rang in the voices of the sons of Korah as 
they intoned such words; likewise the exalted spirit of the apostle John as the Holy 
Spirit led him to write the words, / saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And 
He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and 
makes war. His eyes were like aflame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. ... 
And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND 
LORD OF LORDS (Rev. 19:11-16). 

Centuries before, the psalmist had conveyed the voice of God in the face of human 
pride and rebellion. "Yet I have set My King on My holy hill of Zion." And again from 
the sublime poetry of the Psalms, we have the exultant cry of the host of heaven, Lift 
up your heads, O you gates! And be lifted up, you everlasting doors! And the King of 
glory shall come in. Who is this King of glory? ... The LORD of hosts, He is the King of 
glory (Ps.24:7-10). 

Let us finally reflect on one remarkable fact about the kingship of Christ. In writing 
previously about His priesthood, we referred to Melchizedek who, we recall, was priest 
of God Most High and also King of Salem, King of Peace. No king of Israel was ever 
allowed to combine the offices of priest and king. Defiance of this law was the 
downfall of Uzziah whom mourned as a young man when he received his breath-taking 
vision of 'the King' (Isa.6). Only for the coming One, the Lord from heaven, was it 
given once again to unite these two great offices of priest and king. "A priest forever 
according to the order of Melchizedek" and, "My King on My holy hill of Zion". 
The Messiah; the Christ; the Anointed of God.  

Prophet, Priest and King, behold Him,  
Saviour, Shepherd, Christ and Lord;  
Heaven's myriads bow before Him,  
Praise His Name with one accord.  
Saints on earth their voices raising  
Shout the praises, bless the Name  
Of the One who died to save us,  
Jesus evermore the same.    (G.T. Reeve) 

 
 


