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Bible Covenants

1. Covenant Procedure

Brian Fullarton, Bathgate, Scotland

The making of a covenant or contract is the method by which business is conducted or
agreement reached by two parties on a course of action for which they will bear equal
responsibility. In our world today, covenants/contracts can be a diverse and complex
branch of law and affect so many areas of our lives. Our personal, as well as our
working lives, are rooted in agreements with obligations, e.g. the buying of a house
and the entering into contractual employment are two examples of legally enforceable
agreements. Biblical covenants share some features but differ in others from various
types of agreement extant in our world today.

Special features in Scriptural covenants:
1. Terms of agreement

When we consider the covenants of Scripture, the first we come across is that drawn
up by God with His servant Noah, involving his family and every living creature on the
earth following the worldwide flood. The terms of the covenant were dictated by the
God of all the earth binding Himself to a particular course of action, not to bring again
His judgment on the earth in such a form. The obligation to fulfil its terms was on
one party only but the other substantially benefited from it. There was also an
accompanying sign or 'token' in this covenant for all to see when the rainbow is seen in
the cloud after rain (Gen.6:18; Gen.9:9-17). A different covenant was made by God
with Abraham when he was ninety nine years of age. Here the terms of the covenant
related to Abraham walking before God in faith, and, as a result of that, his succeeding
generations would know blessing. They were also promised the land of Canaan. Like
the first, there was to be a sign, this time in the flesh of his male
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progeny, the mark of circumcision (Gen.17:1-14).
2. Swearing of the oath

In Scots Law, which applies to the writer's country of residence, there are obligations to a
contract that are provable by 'writ' or 'oath'. In the first, writing is required that bears the
signature of the party alleged to be bound. It does not need to be witnessed. In the second,
one party's whole case, in a matter of disagreement, can be imperilled by what the other
party states in court under oath. So the word of oath carries great weight. God's oath far
outweighs that of mortal beings. Men swear by God but He swears by Himself and while
the passage of Heb.6:13-17 has particular reference to what transpired in the land of
Moriah when Abraham offered up Isaac his son as a sacrifice, it also applies to every
divine covenant (see Gen.26:27-30; Ps.89:34; Lk.1:72-75).

3. Offering of sacrifice

This does not appear to be a regular feature of covenant-making but in the meaning of
the Hebrew word for covenant ('beriyth') there is the thought of 'cutting', bearing out the
idea of two parties at least being involved, and we can see its application clearly in the
Lord instructing Abraham in the time of his concern as to a male heir, to cut three animals
in equal pieces, laying each half against the other, and the flame passing through the midst.
It is possible that the actual passing of human feet between the divided animals was a
practice that developed (Gen.15:2,9,10,17,18; see also Ps.50:5; Jer.34:18). It is also an
indication perhaps that in any sacrificial service for the Lord He has great enjoyment, as
well as that aspect of our deep reverence for the One in whose kingdom we render service
(Heb.12:28,29; see also 1 Kgs.18:38).

4. Witness(es)

Another feature of scriptural covenants is that of a witness, which need not be of human
origin. In the case of the covenant made between Abraham and Abimelech seven ewe
lambs were set aside by Abraham for the king of Gerar as testimony to Abraham's integrity
and commitment to the pledge made. In a later covenant enacted between Abraham's
grandson Jacob and Jacob's father-in-law, Laban, it was a heap of stones. However, the
greatest witness of any covenant is God Himself, as was acknowledged publicly in the
latter case, but is true of every covenant made (Gen.21:27-32; Gen.31:44-48,50; cf.
Jdgs.11:10).

5. Feasting

Evidence of this being a part of the setting up, establishing, and confirmation of some
covenants, is found in the story of Isaac and Abimelech, king of the Philistines, having the
same title as one whom Abraham had encountered years earlier, and later also Jacob
before his departure from Laban (Gen.26:28,30;
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Gen.31:44,54). Understandably, in these cases, it was a celebration of an agreement
made that lessened tensions between previously opposing parties, and augured well for
better relationship prospects in future days.

6. Exchange of gifts

In the covenant of pure brotherly love between David and Jonathan we find that the
king's son wished to express his deepest feelings of love and respect for Israel's
youthful conqueror and his newly-found best friend by offering David his princely
robe with other accoutrements. Jonathan was instrumental in forging another covenant
with the Lord's anointed at a later time, ensuring David would show kindness to
Jonathan's family after the Lord established him on the throne of Israel (1 Sam.18:1-4;
1 Sam.20:15-17). The giving of the gift was simply an expression of gratitude for the
fact that a covenant had been enacted.

Offer and acceptance

It goes without saying that an essential part of any human contract is that of offer and
acceptance, the acceptance being a final unqualified assent to an offer. Acceptance can
be expressed or implied. Silence does not always constitute acquiescence, but on
occasions it may amount to valid acceptance. In scriptural covenants, where these are
drawn up by God, acceptance is implied because He knows perfectly the benefits that
will accrue in adhering to the terms of the covenant, and honour will be given to His
holy name (Ex.19:5,6).

Consequences of failure to keep covenants and possible termination.

The breaking by Israel of the perpetual covenant of the Sabbath would result in either
the penalty of death where it was profaned, or exclusion from the camp for the person
who did work on that day. The breach of this covenant was extremely serious
(Ex.31:12-17). The covenant the Lord made with His people Israel, through and with
His servant Moses, also, forbade them making a covenant with the people of the land
of Canaan, which was to be their inheritance. Failure in this respect would bring His
judgement upon them, but would not release them from obligation to its terms. On the
contrary, the Lord sought their restoration and was willing to forgive and reactivate
His blessings upon them when there was repentance. He reserved the prerogative to
either terminate or retain His covenant (Ex.34:7, 10,27,28; Lev.26:40-44; Deut.4:13;
7:9).

As we have seen the Lord establishes covenants with His people; the whole earth;
nations; and the individual. Men may fail, and often do, to keep their part of such an
agreement; the Lord, on His part, will not and cannot fail to fulfil His obligation
(Deut.29:13-15; Jdgs.2:1; Ps.89:34,35; 111:5; 2 Tim.2:13: Heb.6:18;13:5).
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The Ministry of Angels

1. What are Angels?

Gilbert Grierson, Knocknacloy, N. Ireland

...there was an angel touching him...(1 Kgs.19:5)

Perhaps the title for this opening article of a series about angels might well have been
'Who are angels?' Angels are described in Scripture in ways we would normally
associate with personality, as when Elijah was visited, touched and given
strengthening food by an angel sent from God. On other occasions they are referred to
as looking, hearing, obeying, speaking and worshipping: all actions we would regard
as expressions of personality. They are part of the spiritual world created by God:
"Who makes His angels winds (spirits NKJV), And His ministers a flame of fire
(Heb.1:7)

They are not comprised of body, soul and spirit like mankind, but are ministering
spirits. They are neither male nor female in gender (Matt.22:30), but can take on the
outward appearance of men, as their appearances to both men and women in the
Scriptures testify.

Nor of course are they divine in nature, being neither omnipotent nor omniscient. The
worship of angels is improper (Col.2:18). They have been created by God to serve
Him in fulfilment of His purposes, at times being given unique roles to fulfil, as when a
multitude of the heavenly host appeared to the Bethlehem shepherds, praising God
and saying, Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace among men with whom
He is pleased (Lk.2:13:14). In his first chapter the writer to the Hebrews contrasts the
pre-eminence of the Lord Jesus' Name, and His relationship to God and His work, to
the status of the angels. In verse fourteen he precisely describes their
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nature and an aspect of their work on behalf of redeemed mankind: Are they not all
ministering spirits sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit
salvation?

As we learn more about angels in this series, we should be increasingly thankful to God
that, having saved us by grace, He has also provided this angelic ministry for our support.

Angels, like mankind, have a moral aspect to their nature, and are capable of obedience or
disobedience, of subjection or rebellion, as shown by Jude 1:6 and 2 Pet.2:4. The nature of
the rebellion against God revealed by these scriptures will also be considered in this series.
In that connection Satan is prominent, for he also is an angelic being, constantly seeking to
thwart God's purposes. It is vital to know our enemy in this battle in which we are
continually engaged.

It would appear that angels were serving in God's presence when the foundations of the
earth were laid, for Job 38:7 records that the sons of God then all shouted for joy. Do they
die? No! they are immortal beings (Lk.20:36) and will live eternally in their allotted
destiny: according to Jude 1:6 certain rebellious angels are already being kept in eternal
bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day.

There is one characteristic of angels that we might seek reverently to reproduce in ourselves
- that of being flame-like in our worship and service. In his vision Isaiah heard the seraphim
call to one another,

Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of Hosts,
The whole earth is full of His glory. (Isa.6:3)

With what fervour they proclaimed God's glory! How grieved the Holy Spirit must be if the
worship of God's people should at times be lukewarm and formal. One of the seraphim seen
by Isaiah touched the prophet's mouth with a burning coal taken from the altar, bringing
cleansing and forgiveness (Isa.6:6,7). If only we, as flames of fire, could reach out and
touch the hearts of those around us through the gospel! What joy this would bring to the
heart of the Lord of the harvest, who has entrusted to us, not to angels, His message of
salvation for proclamation to all mankind.

Make me Thy fire, flame of God (Amy Carmichael).

We trust that this series of articles on angels will help us to step into their world to the
extent that God allows this, through the study of His Word, helped by the Holy Spirit. As a
result a sense of awe at His holiness and greatness may be deepened, enhancing our
worship and other aspects of our service.

Like Elijah, we too need a touch from God!
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Focus

Hope Laid Up in the
Heavens!

George Prasher, Manchester, England

New Year 2007 dawned against the sombre background of a world sadly affected by
disregard for God and His revealed truth in Scripture.

Many characteristics of 'the last days' described in 2 Tim.3:1-5 are increasingly
evident today. Paul described the last days as grievous times, using the Greek adjective
'chalepos', which in this context conveys the thought of 'hard to bear' (W.E. Vine).
Thankfully many Christian believers today continue strongly to maintain scriptural
standards of behaviour, marking them out in contrast to society's general trends.
Nevertheless these trends may impinge on their lives with difficult consequences.

One such trend is widespread ignoring of God's ordination of holy matrimony. Even
when marriage is formally undertaken the union is unlikely to remain secure if those
involved are characteristically lovers of themselves...unloving, unforgiving...without
self-control. Partly resulting from single parenthood, broken marriages and partnerships
without legal commitment is the tragic growth in juvenile delinquency. This seems
ironic in an age that offers unprecedented opportunities to young people for education,
sport and a wide range of leisure activities. According to a recent report by the (UK)
Institute for Public Policy Research, 44% of British 15-year-olds get involved in fights,
27% are prone to binge drinking and 82% are sexually promiscuous. The same Report
notes that only 64% of British teens have meals together with their family. In general
British children spend much more time 'hanging out' with their friends than relaxing at
home. Dislocation of the family bond causes much unhappiness and leads to crime.
'British jails are full of people who come from
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dysfunctional families'. The Report also indicates that similar problems are in varying
degrees affecting other countries of the European Union.

The overall effect of these end-time trends is to leave millions of people having no
hope and without God in the world (Eph.2:12).

Yet we may still share the apostle Paul's thankfulness for the faith and love shown by
first-century Christian believers because of the hope which is laid up for you in the
heavens, whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel. (Col.1:3-5 RV).
How thankfully we too look above and beyond the present situation, by faith deriving
perennial hope from that heavenly prospect.

A hope promised 'before times eternal'

In hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before times eternal.
(Tit.1:2 RV)

The free gift of eternal life is assured to each believer in Jesus Christ from the moment
of putting faith in Him as personal Saviour (Rom.6:23). This glorious purpose for each
redeemed sinner was in the mind and heart of God before time began. But it was not
brought to light until His appointed season, through the preaching of the gospel
message entrusted to the apostles by the commandment of God our Saviour (Tit.1:3).
Since our present earthly enjoyment of this priceless possession is for only a few
decades at the longest, its fuller enjoyment is embraced in the hope stored up for us in
the heavens.

Rejoicing in hope of the glory of God (Rom.5:2)

This text also points to future heavenly glory, of which the believer is assured simply on
the ground of having had access by faith into the grace of divine salvation in which we
stand. Nor is joy in this hope diminished because of present tribulations. Indeed the
very experience of tribulation develops our Christian character (5:3-5). Nor are such
sufferings worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed to us (8:18).
Hence the further encouragement in chapter 12:12 - rejoicing in hope, patient in
tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer.

Abounding in hope

Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit (Rom.15:13). The apostle Paul's desire
for God's people in Rome was their overflowing fullness of spiritual joy and peace
and hope. Through the Holy Spirit's powerful enabling this would be brought about
despite all the adverse circumstances and temptations which pressed upon them. May
we be graced by the power of the Holy Spirit similarly to abound in hope, if granted
continuing opportunities of service through Year 2007.
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Getting to know God through Ezekiel
1. Introduction

Edwin Neely, Brantford, Canada

When Judah was exiled by Nebuchadnezzar's army (circa 597 B.C.) they were settled
in various places in Babylonia. Ezekiel was settled by the Chebar Canal, not far north
of the city of Babylon. Their captivity differed from the latter stages of their stay in
Egypt in that they were not slaves in Babylonia. They were free to integrate, build
houses, run businesses, settle down and marry and be in every way part of the
community, all the while obedient to its laws. Many became so much a part of things
that they refused to leave when the end of the exile was announced by Cyrus some
seventy years after it began. With the northern kingdom of the ten break-away tribes
being exiled to Egypt and Assyria some century earlier, and the southern kingdom,
Judah and Benjamin, carried away by Nebuchadnezzar and settling in Babylonia in
Ezekiel's day, and so few returning even in modern days, the large proportion of Jews
have continued until now dispersed among the nations. The day will come when God
will call them all back to their land, and the land will be increased in size to
accommodate them.

Ezekiel was called to a life as a prophet five years after entering the land, about six
before Jerusalem fell. While his bodily presence remained in Babylonia during its
rule, his spirit was on occasion taken in the Holy Spirit to Jerusalem to see first hand
what was occurring (Ezek.8:3). The larger part of his book was uttered during his first
six years of ministry. The remaining chapters, including the judgement of foreign
nations and the eventual millennial restoration of Israel occur after the fall of Jerusalem.
How much the foreign nations ever learned of his prophecies is questionable. He did
not journey to them to present them. They certainly learned the truth of them! His
ministry, even against them, was directed to the
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captivity in Babylonia to teach them and to instruct us.

Ezekiel, the son of Buzi, himself was from a priestly family, though the captivity
meant that he never got to serve in his calling as priest. He began to prophesy at about
the age of 30 when he might have been serving as priest had he been back in Israel. He
is very deliberate in dating his various messages from the LORD, so we have a fairly
accurate sense of the chronology of his prophetic ministry. In fact, Ezekiel has the
most complete chronological outline of any Old Testament book. He ministered in
Babylonia as did the prophet Daniel, (Daniel is not known in the Old Testament as a
prophet, but the Lord Jesus referred to him as such in the New, see Matt.24:15), while
Jeremiah laboured among those still residing in Judah. Meanwhile, false prophets
roamed both lands, even suggesting that these godly prophets were grossly misled, even
mad (e.g. Jer.29:24-32). Satan saw that jealousy and hatred dogged the footsteps of the
three, even of Daniel, as high up in the palace as he was, and of Jeremiah, whose prison
experiences spot his jeremiad. The first part of Ezekiel's message was not nearly so well
received by the people as that of the imposters. God was not saying very palatable
things about his people, quite disagreeing with what the people had itching ears to
hear. The life of a prophet for Ezekiel was demanding and unpopular. Jewish history
reports that he was eventually slain by those whom he tried to correct. His ministry
lasted about twenty-two years.

The book of Ezekiel is fairly large, somewhat repetitive, and perhaps puzzling in
places, but will richly reward an initial reading by those wishing to use these articles as a
study guide, and hopefully the articles themselves will throw some light on what, to
believing Christians, is a largely unread and misunderstood book (Jewish folk are
taught to meditate upon it). The key thought expressed by Ezekiel is that all who are
affected by his prophecies will come to know the LORD. With slight variations, "They
will know that I am the LORD," appears about seventy times. His prophetic utterances
usually are introduced with, "The hand of the LORD was upon me." This generally
indicates a new vision to Ezekiel and to us. The book is really dealing with three
main topics: The fall and judgement of Jerusalem; the future judgements upon
neighbouring nations in all directions; and the restoration of temple, priesthood, nation
and land. The chapters that deal with these topics are more or less Ezek.1-24; Ezek.25-
32; and Ezek.33-48.

The proposal for these articles is not a chapter-by-chapter analysis, nor a verse-by-verse
exegesis. Both of those, while they might be very helpful, would be too lengthy for
our present purpose. But a topic-by-topic examination of the book might fit within
our parameters. The topics include this introduction; 'Ezekiel's Life and Times', to give
us a flavour for the book; 'Visions of God', investigating what is revealed of deity;
'Tmagery and Symbolism', looking at some of Ezekiel's methodology; 'Ezekiel's
Visions', God's ways of



communicating with him; 'Of Him Bare all the Prophets Witness', seeing Christ in
Ezekiel; 'Judgement on Judah and Jerusalem', and lessons for our own well-being;
'Judgement on Neighbouring Nations' - how to treat those suffering God's
judgements; "The Restoration of Israel', a look at the future, glorious for Israel and for
ourselves; 'A Word to Shepherds', current direction to those who assume leadership of
God's people; and 'The LORD Is There', an examination of the entities that will make
up the millennium in Israel; a total of eleven subjects.

Some important Messianic parts of Ezekiel are Ezek.17:22-24 where God declares
that He will succeed where others such as Egypt and Babylon had failed, will plant a
shoot from the very top of a cedar that will produce branches and bear fruit and become
a splendid cedar; this will occur when under Messiah God's kingdom will rule the
world (Dan.2:44,45; Zech.14:3-9,16,17). Ezek.21:26,27 are added to that: God will
overturn, overturn, overturn (R. V.)..until He comes whose right it is; and [He] shall
give it to Him. This latter overturning is very much in evidence today with the insecurity
and instability of the nations. Chapter 34:23,24 declares: Then I will set over them one
Shepherd, My servant David, and he Mill feed them; he will feed them himself and be
their shepherd. And I, the LORD, will be their God, and My servant David will be
prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken.'" We, too, look forward with great
anticipation to that day when David's great descendant, Messiah, Christ, shall rule
(Jer.23:5), and one named David under Him! When all this is complete all will have a
knowledge of God, from the least of men to the greatest of them (Jer.31:34). Then the
purposes of Ezekiel's prophecy, that men should know the LORD God will finally be
complete.

In spite of the fact that people find the book of Ezekiel somewhat daunting, there
are several passages that will bring more than a flicker of recognition to the reader.
These include the great mystery of the cherubim and the 'wheels within wheels' of
Ezek.1; the appointing of Ezekiel as a watchman to give warning from God, replete
with lessons for those who should witness for Him in our day, all found in Ezek.3:16-
21; Ezek.11:17-20 and Ezek.36:26 which tell of God's New Covenant blessing of
removing a stony heart from the nation and giving it a heart of flesh (Jer.31:33;
Heb.10:16); Ezekiel 28:11-19 that speaks familiar words about the king of Tyre and
Satan; Ezek.37 which brings before us the much popularized vision of the valley of
dry bones; and Ezek.47 describing the ever-increasing river that will flow from the
throne of God, bringing life and fruitfulness wherever it flows. People sing about the
valley of dry bones and also the stream that flows from the throne of God; they need
to come to grips with what the pictures foretell and how soon it will all be fulfilled in the
restoration and cleansing of Isracl. We will already be in glory when that happens! The
book that begins in such gloom and judgement ends in majestic glory. Praise the
Lord!
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The Significance of a
Pattern

Stan McCall, Hamilton, Canada

When God gives directions for a place in which He is to be worshipped, He gives a
complete pattern or set of instructions. This was true for the Tabernacle, for the various
temples and is true for God's house today.

God instructed Moses to make the Tabernacle according to a set pattern. Let them
construct a sanctuary for Me, that I may dwell among them. According to all that I am
going to show you, as the pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all its furniture,
Jjust so you shall construct it (Ex.25:8-9). It was important that Moses followed the
pattern, not only for the building, but for all the furniture and implements to be used in
the service of God (See Ex.25:39-40; Num.8:4). Moses spent forty days up the
mountain in God's presence. He may have been required to commit the pattern to
memory so that he could convey what was required to the people doing the work.

When it was time to build the temple David was not allowed to build it because he was
a man of war and had shed blood (I Chron.28:3), so he instructed Solomon in
everything that had to be done in order to build the temple according to the pattern
(I Chron.28:10-21). In verse 19, David says: "the LORD made me understand in
writing by His hand upon me, all the details of this pattern”.

God showed Ezekiel a vision of the Millennial Temple. If the people repented and were
ashamed of all that they had done, then Ezekiel was to show them the temple, and
measure it, and explain how the temple and all the ordinances were a pattern of that
future temple (Ezek.43:10-13).
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God has now given us a pattern to follow as to how He should be worshipped today,
with guidance found from such scriptures as Acts 2:41-42. Acts 20:7, Heb.10:19-25.

He has given us the Holy Spirit to help us. Holdfast the pattern of sound words
which you have heard from me, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. That good
thing which was committed to you, keep by the Holy Spirit who dwells in us. (2
Tim.1:13-14 NKJV).

Moses saw and may have memorized the pattern; David was given the pattern in
writing; Ezekiel's temple had a pattern that could be measured; and now the pattern we
have is given to us in the Word of God and is revealed to us through the Holy Spirit. In
the past the worship of God was in a physical tabernacle or house, but today it is a
spiritual house, and our worship takes place in heaven (Heb.10:19,20; Heb.9:12). All the
patterns were for earthly copies (either physical or spiritual) of something original
which exists in heaven.

God tells us that the Tabernacle is a figure, (parable) for the present time (Heb.9:6-12),
and that the priest entering into the Holy of Holies once a year with the blood of
sprinkling prefigured a time when Christ would enter in to the Holy of Holies in
heaven with the sprinkling of His own blood once for all and sit down at the right hand
of God (Heb.9:11,12).

The writer tells us in Heb.9:23 that it was necessary that the copies patterned after
the things in the heavens should be purified with blood, but the heavenly things
themselves with better sacrifices than these. Now the question is why would the things
in heaven need to be purified at all?

Does this not in part relate to the access we have there currently as the people of God
who worship on earth according to God's pattern? We understand that we enter into the
Holies in our worship on a Lord's Day morning (Heb.10:19,20) - something which
requires practical preparation on our part as to our fitness for engaging in such worship
activity (see v.22, also 1 Cor.11:28) - and this is consistent with the awesome privilege
outlined in Heb.12 in terms of our spiritual ascending of Mount Zion above.

With these tantalizing insights into the sheer privilege of such access in worship by
the new and living way, we begin to see why it is important that we follow the pattern
that God has revealed to us in his Word, whereby we are built together for a
habitation of God through the Spirit (Eph.2:22).

(Bible quotations from the NASB unless otherwise stated)
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Bible Covenants

2. An Overview

Geoffrey Hydon, Toronto, Canada
A major issue in the Bible

Covenants are a primary feature of the Scriptures. There are almost 300 references in
the Old Testament to various covenants, spread among 27 of the 39 books. And there are
over 30 references to covenant or testament in the New Testament. Most of these Bible
references are comments about covenants rather than the precise form of covenant
wording. No single passage provides a comprehensive textbook definition of what a
biblical covenant is. So we discover that what we miss in one covenant example, we may
learn in another, and so build a composite picture. This article will provide a brief
overview of three different types of covenants we find in the Scriptures

Common features of a covenant have been addressed in January's article in this series.
We conclude a covenant is more than just a declaration. The covenant ultimately exists
in the relationship that is in view when the declaration is made. For instance, marriage,
which dates back to the Garden of Eden, is a type of covenant (Mal.2:14). We would not
say that a marriage consists of a marriage certificate. That document may be required by
local law or custom, but the marriage is the actual covenant relationship between the
people

We must keep in mind that the new covenant God has made with His present day people
is in every way better than the old; the old covenant with Israel was a lead-in, not a
constraint, to the new. Rather, we gain insight into New Testament truth from what God
progressively revealed in the Old Testament. So we do well to review Old Testament
passages first in this study.
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Types of covenant

Covenants are solemn declarations governing important relationships. In one type of
covenant the relationship is very one-sided. A superior states what is going to happen
based on actions to be undertaken by an inferior. These are sometimes called 'suzerainty'
covenants or treaties. A suzerain is a master. A second type of covenant found in the Bible
is a covenant involving a mutual exchange of promises, confirmed by an oath. These are
sometimes called 'parity treaties'. A third type' is divine covenants: covenants God
makes. We will look at them a little more below, but then the whole of the rest of the series
will examine more closely each of the major divine covenants in turn.

Suzerainty covenants

Josh.9:15 is an example of a suzerainty covenant. Joshua had the upper hand. The
small, apparently weak, group before him said they were representatives of a distant
people. They had heard how the Lord had fought for the children of Israel and
therefore they sought terms of peace and promised to be Israel's servants. Without
seeking direction from the Lord, Joshua and the leaders of the congregation entered into
a covenant with them and bound Israel not to attack the Gibeonites. However, the
Gibeonites were among the local peoples that God had told Joshua to remove from the
land. Nevertheless, Joshua would not back down from his covenant and the
Gibeonites survived as Israel's servants instead of being eradicated like their neighbouring
kingdoms. In a world where an oath would be kept, the weaker of the parties could rely
on the stronger party to live up to its commitments. Read the sequel in Josh.10.

Other suzerainty covenants were established on the initiative of the stronger party after a
military victory and simply imposed on the losing side (see 1 Kgs.20:34; 1 Sam.11:1-3).
They were what we might now term peace treaties. In these victor/loser covenants, the
losers would voluntarily accept the punishment conditions and swear to keep their side
of the agreement. These oaths are called self-maledictory oaths because the party agreed
to the curse being inflicted upon them. There are abundant examples of this type of
covenant in historical literature.

Would we want God to make a covenant of this type with us, who stood in rebellion to
Him? Is there a more pleasant type of covenant? Yes.

Mutual covenants

We see mutual or parity covenants illustrated in relationships between Abraham and
his neighbours (Gen.14:13; Gen.21:27), again with Isaac (Gen.26:28), and
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between Jacob and Laban (Gen.31:44). Solomon's covenant with Hiram would fit under
this category (1 Kgs.5:12), in its objective of ensuring peace between neighbouring kings.
A lovelier example of a mutual covenant would be that between Jonathan and David. 1
Sam.18:3 says: Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he loved him as his
own soul. Later, this relationship became the subject of a further covenant. First,
Jonathan gave up his regal garments and his weapons; then he gave up his title to the
throne (1 Sam.23:17). What did he get in exchange? Confirmation that David would be his
loving protector, and that this would even extend to subsequent generations (1
Sam.20:42). Now this seems a far more pleasant type of covenant. Would we not prefer
God to covenant with us on this basis? But we are not capable of covenanting with
God as equals.

Divine covenants

There are examples in the Bible of covenants men made with God (e.g. 2 Chron.29:10;
2 Chron.34:31; Ezra 10:3), but these are really in the nature of re-accepting the terms of a
covenant God first made with men. Divine covenants are not modelled on either of the
previous types. Divine covenants came first Jer.33:20,25 and Hos.2:18 mention covenants
that seem to go back to early days of creation and span into the distant future. God's
covenant with Noah, and through him the whole of mankind, is central to understanding
the account in Gen.6-9, and a focus in Isa.24:5. Then we have another example in His
covenant with Abraham and his sons (Gen.15,17 and see Neh.9:8), the Patriarchs.
Then, as God's purposes in a collective people became clearer, He expressed His
covenant with Israel through Moses (Ex.19-24), and this was subsequently reiterated
(Deut.4ff) and renewed (Deut.29:1; Josh.24:25). The Lord's covenant with David (2
Sam.23:5: Ps.89; 2 Chron.21:7) is another example.

There is a close connection in these covenants with the Lord's purposes in Israel's
occupation of the land of promise (Ex.6:4), ruled under a theocracy. God desired to
live among His people in the place of His choosing. His choosing, not theirs. In fact,
that describes the essential feature of all divine covenants. God did not leave the terms
to be decided mutually, for fallen human beings would not choose correctly. All the
terms are chosen by Him and are simply presented without duress for acceptance. A key
feature (Ex.24:7) is: "All that the Lord has said we will do and be obedient". This was
exactly what God wanted to hear in response to His covenant terms. Thus He was justly
able to fulfil His promises to Israel, and in keeping their word they evidenced they were a
chosen race, the people of God, a holy nation, a kingdom of priests. And they had access
to God's house to bring Him acceptable worship and find
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resources to meet their every need. God covenanted with Aaron and the Levites for this
purpose (e.g. Ex.29:9; Num.25:12; Mal.2:4). It was not that Israel was entitled to the
distinguished titles God gave them, but it was necessary to show those titles were theirs.
We remember the Lord's words, "If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them"
(Jn 13:17).

God ordered that the tables of the covenant should be put inside the ark of the covenant (see
1 Kgs.8:21). He did not leave in any doubt the terms of the covenant He made with Israel,
nor the exceedingly precious place that covenant should be given by them. Without the
protection of this divine covenant the people of Israel could not be sanctified for God to
dwell among them. A correct appreciation of this aspect helps us to understand the
reference in Heb.10:29 to the blood of the covenant.

The New Covenant

Covenants are more than the vital promises they contain (Gal 3:18; Heb.8:6). Covenants are
solemn, binding declarations that give effect to promises. The promise of eternal
redemption is secured by the terms of the new covenant. Even the glorious promises given
to Israel were to be surpassed. God promised a new covenant (Isa.61:8; Jer.31:31-34) and
Christ came to mediate it. Although this new covenant is initially envisaged as between
God and Israel, its terms apply now to the Israel of God in our day (Gal.6:16). It is
established upon better promises. The promise of the new covenant is not only that God
will live among His people on earth, but that He will permit them even now to enter His
heavenly presence (Heb.10:16-23). This promise has a surety, a guarantor (Heb.7:22). Now,
it is not the strong party that needs a guarantor, as we learned in respect to suzerainty
covenants. It is the weak party, who might fail in some respect and then face the justifiable
condemnation under the oath of the strong party. God has provided a surety for the new
covenant: Christ. Of course, He backs up what God has promised, and there can be no
failure on God's part (2 Chron.6:14). But as guarantor He does more than that, for He
guarantees our side. He alone can secure our obligations, because He has fulfilled them!
This does not mean we are relieved of the terms God sovereignly imposes in His covenant,
but it means God can justly meet His side of the covenant based on Christ's performance
not ours. Divine covenants are sovereignly determined, but they are motivated by love and
implemented through grace. We could not ask for anything better!

Notes:

(1) Many literary scholars see only the two basic types already described, and then attempt
to fit the divine covenants into one of these two.
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The Ministry of Angels
2. Arrangement & Purpose

lan Lithgow, Greenock, Scotland

How many angels were created?

Rev.5:11 reads Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the
throne...and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of
thousands. There are also angels who sinned and who are reserved for judgement (2
Pet.2:4; Jude 6). In Rev.12:7, we read of a future war between Michael and the dragon
and his angels. We therefore conclude that there are incalculable numbers of angels.

Ezek.28:13-15 furnishes us with information regarding how angels were brought
into being. revealing the great difference between these created beings and the human
race. Angels are created perfect and know no maturing process, whereas every
individual born of woman passes through various stages before attaining adulthood.

What is their purpose?

In the Old Testament in particular it did not seem to be something out of the ordinary that
men and women knew angelic ministry. Our experience is different as we, in all
probability, have never seen an angel, nor are we conscious of angelic assistance in the
same way as those in former days. Could it be that in this day of grace angelic activity is
not as necessary owing to the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in the believer*’

Note the scripture in 2 Thess.2:7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work:
only He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way. If we take the
view that He in the aforementioned verse is referring to the Holy Spirit, then
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His restraining power will be withdrawn after the rapture of the Church, which could be a
reason why angelic activity is prominent throughout the book of Revelation. Nevertheless,
it is clearly stated in Heb.1:14 that they are all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for
those who will inherit salvation.

Is there a hierarchy within their ranks?

All angelic creation share a commonality of appearing to be in the male gender
(Gen.19:1,2; Mk.16:5; Lk.1:19); equally they neither marry nor experience death (see
Lk.20:35,36).

The description of the angel Michael as one of the chief princes (Dan.10:13), and as the
great prince (Dan.12:1), coupled with Jude's clear delineation of him as Michael the
archangel (see also Rev.12:7), clearly indicate position. The same inference can be drawn
from the way in which the angel Gabriel is referred to in Dan.8:16; Dan.9:21 as well as his
statement "I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God" (Lk.1:19).

Within their ranks there is also diversity of shape and form: we read of angels in the form
of men and creatures with wings and other differences in their anatomy. Was the form of
angelic creation found in Genesis 3:24 where God placed cherubim at the east of the
garden of Eden superior in rank to other angels? It would appear that there is a limited
number of cherubim among the vast hosts of angels (see also Ezek.10).

Isa.6 is the only place in Scripture where seraphim are mentioned. There, they are also
spoken of in the plural, but without the definite article, which perhaps suggests that
although they are numerous, they are possibly higher in rank, given their close association
with the presence and glory of the Lord. Their form also appears distinct from that which
we generally associate with angels.

Space forbids comment regarding the various references to angelic beings found in
Eph.1:21, Eph.3:10 and Col.1:16. These scriptures clearly indicate responsibility,
organisation and order within the ranks of angels

Do angels have personal names?

Yes. but only two angels out of the countless multitudes are named in Scripture: Gabriel
and Michael. Their names reveal a close proximity to God. The nature of Michael's service
is particularly towards the nation of Israel and to specific individuals within Israel.

Rev.1:1 and Rev.22:16 both use the personal pronoun when speaking about the angel in
question - perhaps indicating a sphere of service uniquely and singularly discharged on
behalf of the Son of God’
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Focus

Where Satan's Throne Is

John Terrell, Manchester, England

If ever there was a continent whose riches in terms of material resources and human
potential have gone largely unrealised, it must be Africa. From the historic north to the
beautiful south, Africa is a rich country and yet has found so much difficulty in realising
its riches. And any country's fullest riches are spiritual in nature. The Churches of God
have been greatly enriched by the growth of the churches in Nigeria. Ghana and Malawi.

One of the avenues of outreach with the gospel and the truths of the house and kingdom
of God. in the past half century or so, has been through radio; and now, of course, the
internet is growing daily in influence and potential. Our brothers and sisters in West
Africa were, quite early on in this development, keen to exploit the opportunities presented
by radio, and did so for a number of years through the 'umbrella' technical facilities of a
Christian broadcasting agency known by the acronym ELWA - Eternal Love Winning
Africa - surely a delightful aspiration.

Then came one of Africa's recent horrors of civil and inter-tribal conflicts in Liberia, a
country in which years ago there was an active Church of God. This conflict was
responsible for the loss of thousands of precious lives. It also marked the end of broadcasts
through ELWA whose facilities were completely destroyed by 1996. Since then many
Christians, including our brothers and sisters in the West African churches of God have
tried, with very limited success, to harness the resources of some local radio
transmitters: always praying for the Lord to provide again a better outlet for such
witness. And He has.

Between Nigeria and Ghana on the map of West Africa are seen two small states - Togo
and Benin. The latter is a
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MAURITANIA

part of West Africa which is still greatly under the influence of 'voodoo' - a sinister form
of quasi-religious witchcraft. Yet in the year 2004 a Christian pastor in Benin
approached, in faith, the President of his country seeking his support for the establishment
of a Christian broadcasting station in that land. The President of Benin, after enquiries,
himself invited Trans World Radio (TWR), through whose facilities Search for Truth is
broadcast by the Churches of God in other lands including UK, to pursue the project. The
outcome is that the housing of a new 100,000 watt AM transmitter is being built there
and TWR hopes by spring 2007 to restore to wide areas of West Africa, including parts of
Nigeria, regular Christian broadcasts. Naturally our brothers and sisters in Nigeria and
Ghana hope to revive Search for Truth broadcasts.

It was to the church of God in Philadelphia that the Lord of the lampstands wrote, "He
who is holy, who is true, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, and
who shuts and no one opens, says this. 'l know your deeds. Behold, I have put before
you an open door which no one can shut, because you have a little power, and have kept
My word, and have not denied My name. Behold, I will cause those of the synagogue of
Satan...[to] come and bow down at your feet, and...know that I have loved you.'.."
(Rev.3:7-9). Like their brothers and sisters in Pergamum, they lived 'where Satan's
throne is'. That is just where the sovereign Lord has chosen, in the midst of 'voodoo', to
re-establish a Christian facility to His own glory.

We give thanks for this remarkable development in West Aftrica and pray that it will in
due course facilitate the renewal of the broadcast witness of the churches of God in
that precious part of His vineyard.
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Getting to know God through Ezekiel
2. Life and Times

Edwin Neely, Brantford, Canada

From what at first appears to be a perplexing and frightening kaleidoscope of
nightmarish and incomprehensible creatures, fearful whirling wheels and enigmatic
mysteries, followed by the most ominous warnings and thundering of divine judgement,
comes one of the greatest spiritual books and literary experiences of the Old
Testament. Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, relates a very exact chronological history
and prophecy of the post-exilic period of Israel's existence, but more importantly,
clear depictions of the glory, righteousness, judgement and mercy of the God of heaven,
both for his own times and for the future Symbols and images are joined by divinely
inspired parables, visions, signs, symbolic acts, direct predictions, allegories and
lamentations, and out of the midst shines a radiant tapestry of the unfailing power and
grandeur of divine majesty. We should not be afraid to launch out into its depths The
things that we can understand, and find benefit from, far exceed its perplexities, and
even these give rich rewards in their deciphering. Twelve of the Old Testament prophets
belonged to the pre-exilic period, and five prophesied during or after the carrying away;
three of the post-exilic prophets: Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Zechariah were also from the
priesthood. Ezekiel was about twenty-five at the time of his confinement in 597 B.C.
His actual ministry began in 593 B.C., five years after his capture. His name means
'God will harden' or 'God will strengthen', a fact borne out in his ministry; he was
situated in his restraint on the banks of the drainage canal, Chebar, which flowed
above the city of Babylon and connected the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. It is believed
that the nobler Israclites were settled there. His book, a highly structured and balanced
work, proceeded chronologically: the first 24 chapters up until the overthrow of
Jerusalem focusing on the judgement of
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Judah; chapters 25 to 32 on the judgement of Satan and the nations; and chapters 33-48 on
Judah's restoration, its house, its city and its people. Judgement on Jerusalem and the
peoples that were mentioned by name has been fulfilled; restoration of God's covenant
people had a partial fulfilment in the remnant under Ezra and Nehemiah, and its eventual
Millennial glory and conclusion await the return of a soon-coming Christ, its future
fulfilment as sure as the fulfilment of the past. The departing glory of God from the
house of God because of Judah's sin, visualized in chapters 9-11, is seen returning
permanently to the house of God in Ezek.43 after the infinite mercy of God has
redeemed them, and Ezekiel's final victorious cry is that the glory of that city will be
"The LORD is there'. The book is permeated with God's glory, and His actions both
in judgement and in restoration are 70 times explained; He had acted so that people would
"know that I am the LORD". Not only will God's elect know this, all peoples
everywhere will be brought to know and acknowledge His Lordship, just as every knee in
heaven and earth and hell shall one day confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father (Phil.2:10,11). Ezekiel's recorded ministry was largely one of judgement
because of arrogant sin, but the judgement of God is always mingled with mercy. His
written work covered a period of about twenty-two years from 593 to 571 B.C. His
ministry was doubtless the catalyst that caused Israel to be purged from their idolatry.
That failing would be unknown in Israel following the exile. Over ninety times during
the book he is referred to as 'son of man', emphasizing that he was of the order of
humanity, replete with its weakness and dependence upon God. To Daniel this term was
applied once (Dan.8:17). Later the term 'the Son of Man' became a messianic designation,
showing the grace of our Lord Jesus in His incarnation.

Indwelt by the Spirit of God for his ministry (Ezek.2:2), Ezekiel was inspired to preach to
his own people whether or not they would pay attention. Like the Saviour of whom he
spoke he must devour the word given to him (Ezek.2:9-3:1). Ezekiel knew full well that
what lay ahead of Israel and of him in some measure contained lamentations, mourning
and woe; Christ knew that those three would be borne by Himself. As suggested by his
name. Ezekiel must face and outface, with a forehead like adamant harder than flint,
an impudent and hard-hearted generation. How desperately sad that the people of God
should ever be thus described! How gracious was God to provide a faithful outline of
His will, purposes and mercy to them!

So consequent was the ministry entrusted to Ezekiel that had he not fulfilled it, in spite of
his being surrounded by 'briars, thorns and scorpions', he would be held responsible for
that rebellious house to whom he preached; he was God's watchman; he must give
them warning! That warning must also be to the righteous, that they might not discard
their righteous ways. Perspective for his task was given by a double vision of God's
glory (Ezek.1:28; Ezek.3:23); his message and
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motivation were provided by the hand of God (Ezek.2:8; Ezek.3:11); his destination and
ministry were at the direction and movement of the Spirit of God (Ezek.3:14); and his
physical restraints, like those of Paul, were imposed on him along with the grace to succeed
under them (Ezek.3:26,27). As the Saviour of whom he bore witness (Acts 10:43) and as
servants of God today for whom he is an example, he must speak only those things that
were delivered to him. To be an accurate channel of divine revelation he must listen
carefully and personally take to heart everything God said irrespective of audience
response. Like that of all servants of God, the task was daunting; the help was sure.
Nowhere in the book is any hint that Ezekiel even hesitated to fully proclaim God's
message. What is recorded is significant: he came to where the people were and sat among
them, overwhelmed. The revelation of the likeness of God must balance his appreciation of
the plight of the people, the one not skewing the other. Then Ezekiel was ready for his task.

The glory that appeared to Ezekiel at his commission (Ezek.3:23) was like that that he had
seen by the River Chebar. What glory was that? The appearance of the likeness of the glory
of the LORD (Ezek.1:28). Its effect was worship: he fell on his face. A true vision of God,
though veiled, as it must be, will surely have the same effect on all who would serve Him.

What, then, are the lessons for us from the introduction to Ezekiel and his calling‘1 God's
judgement on Judah began when King Josiah tried to stop Pharaoh Neco on his way to
Carchemish (Israel's (the northern kingdom's) captivity had occurred much earlier). Eight
years later Ezekiel was carried away, and eleven years later Jerusalem fell. God's time, not
ours, is what the universe runs on, and God's judgements are sure. Had it not been for the
sacrifice of Christ at the fullness of the time we all would have perished. A vision of God's
glory is essential to all of us, coming no longer in dreams and visions, but in the Word of
God. the Scriptures (Lk.24:27); it was clearly demonstrated before the commission of
Isaiah (Isa.6). Jeremiah (Jer.1) and Ezekiel. It resulted firstly in worship and then the
willingness to serve. At thirty, Ezekiel in other circumstances would have entered his
priestly duties; at thirty he certainly was called to his prophetic ones; long before that God
was preparing him. We each must factor our own age and experience into the equation. God
is able to prepare and use the youngest!

When God told Ezekiel to stand, he was enabled to do so by the Holy Spirit. Our ability
will be likewise accomplished The rebellion of others in their obstinacy and stubbornness,
mentioned sixteen times in Ezekiel, eight in his commission, is to be no deterrent to
obedience to the call of God. He was to preach whether they heard or not. Ezekiel uses the
title 'sovereign LORD' 217 times in this book. A faithful servant must never question
God's right to exercise His sovereign will. God's word was to Ezekiel as the sweetness of
honey. The sweetness that the messenger tastes comes from the Sender of the message;
although sometimes the content of the message itself must of necessity be less than
appealing.

2007-23



Contemplative Prayer

John Robinson, Vancouver, Canada

This is a time deliberately and purposely given to God. It is simply to be in the presence
of God; to delight in God; to hear His voice. Our prayer life is usually filled with
requests, petitions, supplications, spiritual warfare, thanksgiving, praise, adoration, and
worship. All of these are right and needful. Contemplative prayer requires time, and a
place. Contemplative prayer also requires (i) a knowledge of the written Word (2
Tim.3:16-17) and (ii) a personal relationship with the Living Word (Jn 1:14). This is a
way in which we can know God in a deeper way. It is not a quick process. We cannot rush
in and rush out. Be still, and know that I am God (Ps.46:10).

We must be quiet within and without. We all live in a busy, noisy world. To find time
for contemplative prayer requires discipline. There is no Scripture which helps us to
decide how much time. It is an individual decision to be made before God. Mary sat at
Jesus' feet and listened (Lk.10:39). Jesus sometimes prayed all night (Lk.6:12). God
wants us to spend time with Him. How sad that often we are too busy to hear His
voice! It is difficult to find time, but it is vital.

As God is omnipresent (everywhere), does it really matter where we have that secret
special time with God’ Jesus was very directive. "But you when you pray, go into your
room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place
and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly” (Matt.6:6).

In prayer, there has to also be an openness and a willingness to respond to God and to
obey His Word. In regular contemplative prayer, our relationship with our God becomes
deeper, more meaningful, and more real.
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Bible Covenants

3. The Noahic Covenant

David Viles, Dulwich, England

Few incidents from the Old Testament are more widely known than the Genesis
account of the long and eventful life of Noah. At the very centre of the Flood account
lies the solemn and binding covenant made by God with Noah as the progenitor of the
human race. On this rests the authority which God delegates to humankind to order
society and the environment, confirming and expanding the injunctions given to
Adam and Eve.' It is therefore fundamental to our understanding of the place of
humanity in God's purposes and in the development of His redemptive design.

Features of the covenant

In common with every divine covenant, the initiator of the arrangement was God
Himself. "I will establish My covenant with you,” > would become a foundational
statement characteristic of all God's covenant dealings. Emphasis is laid in the Genesis
account on grace as motivating God's sovereign desire to establish a covenant
relationship with Noah and his progeny; Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD’
exemplifies the unmerited love and favour underlying all God's covenant relationships
throughout Scripture.*

Grace abounds, too, in the detail of this covenant. Unlike the covenant mediated to
Israel by Moses, there was no obligation laid on Noah or his descendants to comply
with any moral or behavioural conditions except those relating to bloodshed. The
covenant was in this respect entirely one-sided, God blessing humankind with
authority to replenish and govern the earth in a glorious outpouring of grace.” The wilful
incapability of the human race adequately to discharge
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the responsibilities of stewarding God's creation needs no comment in the context of
widespread degradation of the natural environment, except to throw into greater relief
the wonderful generosity and forbearance of God. If this is the earthly manifestation
of His grace, what will be its eternal reality, expressed to us in the riches of His
kindness in Christ Jesus?°

The permanent nature of the covenant is also stressed in the Genesis account. We have
it on God's solemn authority - repeated for emphasis - that there will never again be a
flood to destroy the earth.” A tangible symbol of this immutable promise - while the
earth lasts - is provided by the rainbow.® Not only is this natural phenomenon a
beautiful thing in itself, reminding us that our God is a covenant-keeping God to a
thousand generations;’ it also foreshadows in its permanence and glory our destiny
with the promised Lord of the rainbow-circled throne.'’

The structure of the covenant

The words of the covenant are solemn and clear, with God binding Himself to an
irrevocable relationship with humankind. While the covenant with Moses proved to be
time-limited, this covenant is described as everlasting.'" Its provisions, including the
rolling cycle of the seasons,'” will therefore not be superseded or discontinued while
the earth exists.

The covenants of Scripture are primarily concerned with what God undertakes to do for
those to whom He commits Himself. Here, the emphasis is laid upon what God will not
do. The repeated statements to Noah that He will not again inundate the earth’ are
broadened into an absolute guarantee that God will neither curse the ground again nor
destroy every living thing."> While mankind continues in abject failure to conserve the
natural environment which God has provided for its enjoyment, we have it on God's
authority that He will not see His creation wiped out by global warming or any
misguided effort of humanity. The covenant with Noah allows us to go only so far
along the road of prognostications of environmental destruction. Heb.6:16-18 focus on
the oath spoken by God as a key component of the solemn words of a divinely-
ordained covenant. The Noahic covenant is no exception, God having sworn that the
waters would never again cover the earth."

No covenant in Scripture between God and man is complete without the shedding of
blood. Previous articles in this series have drawn attention to the blood of the covenant
as a representation of the degree of commitment of the Person entering into it. The
sacrificial blood used to solemnize the covenant requires, in its developed form, a
sacrifice, an altar and a priesthood. All these features are present in the structure of the
Noahic covenant.

It is highly significant that the very first recorded act of Noah after the opening
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of the ark was to build an altar - the first recorded in the Bible - and to sacrifice on it
representatives of every clean animal and bird." The offering by Noah, of what had cost
him so much to collect, is presented to us as a spontaneous act of gratitude and praise.
We can share in Noah's joyful sense of release after the foetid, confined atmosphere of
the Ark; we should share, too, in the joyful, voluntary offering of spiritual sacrifices
acceptablelzo God through Jesus Christ in recognition of the liberty by which Christ has
set us free.

Noah was, of course, only offering what God had already provided him,"” but the effect
of the sweet savour of this sacrifice was to draw from God the statement of the
promise of the covenant. For the Christian disciple, in the light of the later covenants of
the Bible, the sweetness of this sacrifice will evoke a beautiful foreshadowing of the
perfection with which the Father regards the completeness of the offering of His Son."®
In accordance with the pattern of patriarchal household priesthood which subsisted until
the Mosaic covenant, Noah functioned as his family's priest on this occasion, pointing to
the ultimate mediator of a new covenant-creation - Jesus Christ."”

To underline its importance, a sign of the covenant was provided. In later covenants,
the appropriate sign is described as a seal,”” emphasizing the binding nature of the
divinely-appointed arrangement as an accomplished fact. Here, the rainbow is located
in the air. It is far out of reach of humanity, underlining the unilateral nature of the
covenant. Nevertheless, God commits Himself to look down upon it and recall His
covenant of mercy toward the earth.”’ Humankind regards the sign from a different
perspective, bright against a background of grey, stormy clouds; for the Christian
disciple, a beautiful natural phenomenon therefore transforms itself into a symbol of
hope and love, enduring against all the vicissitudes of life.

The terms of the Covenant

The covenant with Noah is universal in its scope, affecting all human society and
every living creature since its institution.” In essence, the dominating role of humanity
over the whole of God's earthly creation as His steward, delegated to Adam, is restated,
as is the command to replenish an earth now empty of humankind.” While express
authority is given to humanity to eat meat, a significant limitation is introduced in
relation to the consumption of blood. Already, at this early date, the cardinal principle is
established that the life is in the blood, to be developed within the sacrificial contexts
of the Mosaic covenant and achieving its culmination in the sacrifice of Christ to
inaugurate the new covenant.”*

By extension from the sacrificial context, the issue of bloodshed is expressly
transferred into requirements relating to human behaviour and the regulation of
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society. One of the features of the wickedness of pre-diluvian society was recourse to
bloodshed.*® Noah and his descendants are therefore expressly warned that they will be
held directly responsible for the taking of human life. God is vitally concerned about the
death of men and women, because of their high status in His order, created in His
image; and God is highly image-conscious. In a world which continues in many
societies to regard human life as cheap, Christian disciples need to stand firmly for its
dignity and inviolability and for a God who will hold everyone responsible for acts of
murder.”® However, judicial acts of execution are expressly sanctioned within the
terms of the covenant, as the highest act of governmental authority in human society.
The principle of capital punishment for murder”’ is repeated throughout Scripture.”
Irrespective of national legal codes, God will ultimately hold all unrepentant murderers
responsible on the basis of His covenant with Noah.”

Why Noah?

The solemn institution of a covenant requires a generous and loving God and a recipient
who is willing to accept its terms.” In Noah's case the terms were not onerous, but we
should pause to consider the willing and responsive nature of this great servant of God
who is commended among the heroes of faith. When Noah was warned, unlike his
contemporaries he responded, thus condemning human society.” Noah brought pleasure
to God because of:

m  his righteous, God-orientated nature. Noah walked with God.”

m  his absolute trust in God's will for him, despite opposition and the difficulty of
the task to which he was called.”

m  his wholehearted obedience to the entirety of God's command to him.”

m  his willingness to warn others as God had warned him.**

The Lord warns us that at the time of His future coming in judgment the world
will be as heedless as it was in the days of Noah.*® Awful destruction,
comparable to but more final than the flood, *is the ultimate fate of this world
and its systems. We have the example of Noah to inspire our conduct amidst a
crooked and perverse generation.”’

(I) Gen.1:28-30 (2) Gen.6:18 (3) Gen.6:8 (4) Rom.3:23-24 (5) Gen.9:1-7

(6) Eph.2:6-7 (7) Gen.9:11,15 (8) Gen.9:13 (9) Deut 7:9 (10) Rev.4:3

(11) Gen.9:16 (12) Gen.8:22  (13) Gen.8:21 (14) Isa.54:9-10 (15) Gen.8:20

(16) 1 Pet.2:5, Gal.5:1 (17) Gen.7:2-3 (18) Eph.5:2  (19) Heb.12:22-24

(20) Rom.4:11  (22) Gen.9:14-17 (22) Gen.9:9-10  (23) Gen.1:28-30; Gen.9:1-3
(24) Lev.17:11; 1 Pet.1:18-19 (25) Gen4:8 (26) Gen.9:5 (27) Gen.9:6

(28) e.g. Lev.24:17; Rom.13:1-7  (29) Rev.21:8 (30) Ex.19:7-8  (31) Heb.11:7

(32) Gen.6:9b  (33) Gen.6:22  (34) 2 Pet.2:5 (35) Lk.17:26-27

(36) 2 Pet.3:4-7 (37) Phil.2:15
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The Ministry of Angels
3. Fallen Angels

Michael Elliott, Manchester, England

When referring to faith and works James says, You believe that there is one God. You
do well. Even the demons believe - and tremble! (Jas.2:19); the thought behind the
word being to bristle, shudder or fear. As we begin to look at our subject of fallen
angels we ask, "How did the demons, referred to by James and the host of other fallen
angelic creatures come to such a situation as to be terrified when acknowledging the
power and authority of God?" It is true of them as said of others, "How the mighty have
fallen!" (2 Sam.1:19). It is a profound subject we are looking at and, whilst Scripture
provides some detail, other aspects are far beyond our understanding.

Satan and all angels were created by God. Ps.148:5 tells us. Let them (the angels) praise
the name of the LORD, for He commanded and they were created. They were created
perfect and holy for the purpose of worshipping God and serving as His servants and
messengers.

Lucifer and his sin

Satan, sometimes called 'Lucifer', was created having unparalleled glory and beauty. In
summary we read (in Ezek.28:15): "You were perfect in your ways from the day you
were created...". Yet the final part of the verse records the solemn words, "...till
iniquity was found in you."

How could it be that such a perfect and magnificent created being, as described in these
verses, could and did sin? This is indeed a profound question beyond human reasoning
but a second portion in the Old Testament, Isa.14, provides some help. This portion
seems to have dual application referring both to the fall of the king of Babylon and that
of Lucifer.
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There are five 'l will' phrases in verses 13-14 which indicate the reason for, and the
nature of, Satan's rebellion. / will ascend into heaven. I will exalt my throne above the
stars of God: I will also sit on the mount of the congregation on the farthest sides of the
north: I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.' Satan's
motives and intentions are perfectly clear and God's judgment is equally clear, "Yet you
shall be brought down to Sheol, to the lowest depths of the Pit" (Isa.14:15).

Consequence

Satan was cast out of God's presence along with the multitudes of angels that had
joined him in his rebellion. It is possible that perhaps a third of the angelic beings joined
Satan in his heavenly rebellion (see Rev.12:4). Not only were they removed from
heaven, they all lost their original holiness becoming corrupt in nature and conduct
(Matt.10:1; Lk.7:21; Eph.6:1 1-12). Not all the fallen angels were free to roam this earth.
Some are in prison awaiting God's judgment, being cast down to hell (Tartarus) and held
in chains until the day of judgment (2 Pet.2:4). Jude 6 represents their sin as of leaving
their own principality and proper habitation. Other fallen angels are active demons
who serve their master and whose end too will be the Lake of Fire. They oppose God
and His purposes at every stage.

Demon activity on earth

Without a doubt there was increased demonic activity during the time of the Lord's
ministry on earth. It is seen at the time when Satan came to tempt the Lord (Lk.4:1-13)
but right through the Lord's life Satan was actively working through individuals and
circumstances in an attempt to hinder Him.

There are many references in the gospels to people being possessed by demons.
How the Lord's heart went out to such in all their need when He commanded the
unclean demons to come out from them! The Lord was always in complete control and
the demons always had to do as He instructed. Whatever their power and work
presently, we know that they will be judged by their Creator. We refer to the powerful
words spoken by the Lord concerning the eternal destiny of Satan and his angels in
Matt.25:41: '...the everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels'. A salutary
thought confirmed by the words of Rev.20:10. Little wonder, the demons believe - and
tremble.

Victory assured

For the fallen angels there can be no forgiveness. We, by contrast, have come to know
God's forgiveness through the death of Christ. So, although we face a fearful adversary,
be thankful he and his angels are indeed our enemy not our friend and that God through
Christ has made every provision for our victory.
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Focus

The Cruel Streets

John Terrell, Manchester, England

A recent report on crime in major cities, including N. America and UK, stated that
numbers of murders, in a particularly important category, had been significantly reduced
in two large cities, viz. New York, USA and Manchester, England. This was attributed
to a rigorous policy of 'zero tolerance' of certain criminal gangs on the part of the
police. The horrifying numbers quoted for major crimes of violence, including street
crimes, were daunting and underlined how the powers of evil have been strengthening
their hold in the most public places. All too often children are either the primary
victims (thousands of street children have simply 'disappeared’, in South American
cities in particular, in recent decades), or they suffer most grievously as a result of such
crimes.

Just a few months ago, in 2006, a book was published with accompanying video film,
entitled 'Robber of the Cruel Streets' - an intriguing title. It is the story - and what a
story — of "'The Prayerful Life of George Muller' of Bristol, England, in the second half
of the 19th century. The title of this remarkable biography was taken from the
obituary published at the time of his death in 1898 by the London 'Daily Telegraph'.

"The far-reaching effects of his labours can never be approximately gauged or
estimated. He robbed the cruel streets of thousands of victims, the gaols of thousands of
felons, the workhouses of thousands of helpless waifs. And he did it all - to use his own
words - 'with the sword of the Spirit'."

Muller was a man of extraordinary, one might say legendary, faith. His youth in
Germany was, if not quite dissolute, cynically absorbed in the enjoyment of the world's
offerings of pleasure. Set on a course originally for the Christian ministry, he pursued
this in a desultory fashion, though academically very able. But God had
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other and nobler purposes for George Muller and through the influence of a fellow
student of 'pietist' background, he was introduced to a devout small family-based
prayer group who soon made the salvation of Muller and his friend the special
subjects of their prayers. God answered their prayers; prayers which themselves
hugely impressed Muller in their simplicity, sincerity and faith; lessons he never
forgot throughout his life of service to his new Master. Prominent names such as Groves
and Craik featured much in his assembly life among the '‘Brethren' and he soon had a
very full ministry, initially that of a full-time Pastor. It was in this that he and his wife
Mary disciplined themselves to depend entirely on God for daily needs, and never to
disclose how near they often were to being penniless.

It was the Poor Law Act of 1834 which, in seeking to make some provision for the
destitute, actually created the hated Poor Law institution, the 'Poorhouse'. Muller had
originally come to England to work for the Scripture Knowledge Institution, but
gradually moved away into other spheres of Christian service. It was a growing deep
concern for the destitute street children of Bristol that moved him to action. Could he -
should he - set up an orphanage to be run entirely by the prayer of faith for its
subsistence” So on 11 April 1836, 6 Wilson Street, Bristol, became the first orphan
home for 26 girls from the streets, aged 7-12. At the beginning of 1870, 5 New Orphan
Houses opened as the last of a series of purpose-built establishments for over 2,000
children.

The stories could be multiplied of the astonishing faith and prayer-life of this truly
great man. How many times all food was gone in the orphanage and while Muller
extended his morning prayers (always including thanks for their breakfast!) the knock
would come to the door and a large baker's van was there, entirely and genuinely
unsolicited. Of course, benefactors knew of the needs but the channel for provision
must always be the prayer of faith. Such spiritual stamina may be rare but we should
never forget that, usually in much smaller numbers, or even in single individuals,
service for the Master among young people today may have a George Muller waiting
for the message and the caring love. Beyond that we can emulate a prayer ministry of
Muller-like faith for the still disappearing street children of South America and other
parts of our sad world. The preciousness and urgency of the Master's words will not go
away - suffer the little children to come unto me (Matt.19:14 RV)

Furthermore let us never forget how God called George Muller through the sincere and
earnest prayers of a small home-based prayer group in an obscure corner of Germany. In
Philippi (Acts 16), there was a riverside place of prayer for God-fearers and the
sovereign Lord directed there the footsteps of the apostle of the Gentiles, just as surely
as his Master stopped by a well at Sychar (Jn 4).
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Getting to know God through Ezekiel

3. Visions of God

Edwin Neely, Brantford, Canada

Ezekiel's ministry was to be a difficult one. Already Israel had been carried away by
Assyria, and now the flower of Judah's nobility had been taken captive into Babylonia.
Yet Judah took no warning to cleanse their ways. Instead, they steeped themselves
more deeply in their idolatries and vices, a true fulfilment of Jeremiah's prophecy
(Ezek.24) about the good and bad figs: the ones that were left in the land and shortly
to be taken were very bad indeed. All, in the land and in Babylonia, believed that
they were impervious to God's judgement through Nebuchadnezzar - in spite of
Jeremiah's teaching. To preach to such, required special strengthening, and that was
given by the heavens being opened and visions of God being given to God's servant.

Three things are evident in the vision that Ezekiel saw: What is seen is only the
appearance of the likeness of what is represented. The primary vision is one of fearful
impending judgement coming from the north, from Babylon. And the intricacy of the
lower part of the actual vision, the living creatures and wheels, stands in contrast to
the vagueness of what is represented as seen in the likeness of the appearance of the
One who inhabits the likeness of the throne that stands above it all. That part of the
vision is purposely hidden. No man can see God and live (Ex.33:20). He is the One
whom no one has seen nor can see (1 Tim.6:16). Physical shapes here represent Him so
that Ezekiel could behold Him at all. Thank God that the Old Testament representation
of the likeness of Him has been far superseded by the New! The only begotten Son
who is in the bosom of the Father, He has 'exegeted' Him, told Him forth (Jn 1:18).
He is the fullness of the glory of God, the impress image of His substance (Heb.1:3).
"He who has seen me has seen the Father” (Jn 14:9). Christ incarnate and Christ
revealed through the Word form the prism
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through which the believer can behold the blinding light of heaven. We see the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God shining in the face of Christ (2 Cor.4:6). But first and
foremost in Ezekiel's vision God is viewed as a God of righteous judgement. Flashes of fire
whirl and catch each other in a lightning-swift whirlwind as the vision approaches from
the north. And from the midst of the inferno there is an amber glowing like the glowing of
molten metal - the presence of the Lord. Yet His presence is at first detected in His servants.
Their character is representative of Him. It is through the clear delineation of them that we
behold something of the One whom they serve. The likeness of the Master should always
be clearly depicted in the character of the servant (Matt.10:25). Cherubim are living spirit
beings, without physical bodies which our eyes can detect. They obviously are not
equipped with the visible members that physical bodies possess: hands, feet, heads,
wings. These are words, symbols used to represent the character of those holy beings that
inhabit eternity, symbols so that we can picture in our feeble minds what is unseen by our
eyes. What, then, can we take from Ezekiel's vision”

Four living creatures, each with four faces, four wings, four hands, are called cherubim in
Ezek.10. Cherubim appeared in Eden, guarding the way to the tree of life; they are
represented again in the book of Revelation (e.g. Rev.4) in the midst of and guarding the
throne of heaven. So careful is Ezekiel to let us know that their depiction is only a likeness
that he uses the expression fifteen times. First, each had four faces - the face of a lion, an ox,
a man and an eagle, perhaps signifying that each had strength, an ability to serve,
intelligence and a heavenly character. Seemingly, though hard to visualize, each could see
in every direction with each face, a clear picture of the all-knowing character of the One
whom they represent and serve. The wings and hands show their ability to fully serve.
They moved directly forward, never turning, shadow-less in the prosecution of the will of
their God. Like burning coals of fire they illustrated the holiness of God; their swiftness to
do His will is seen in their flashing to and fro like lightning. The wings of each of the four
are joined together, demonstrating the unity so delightful to God (Ps.133), and the sound
of their movements is like the sound of many waters, like the sound of the voice of God
Almighty. The cherubim fully demonstrate the attributes of the servant of God as well as
those of God Himself. The marvel of it all is that God also allows us to serve, who fall so
far short in every direction! It is noteworthy that the character of Christ who is the image of
God is likewise seen in the fourfold face represented by the writers of the four Gospels:
Matthew, the Lion, the King; Mark, the Ox, the Servant; Luke, the Man, the Intelligence;
and John, the Eagle, the One who soars above the heavens, the Son of God.

Beside each of the cherubs stood a wheel on the earth (Ezek.1:15), a wheel whose rim,
whose height, was high and lofty, unswerving wheels within wheels moving with the
balance and surety of gyroscopes, wheels full of eyes round about, wheels keeping pace
with the living creatures, led by the Spirit. These were able to move
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forward in any direction without turning, whirling in tremendous rapidity. And the
whole, a representation of the omniscience of God, governed what must happen on the
earth. In the immediate situation there was to be divine judgement on Judah. The
things on earth merely shadowed things going on in the heavens, as both
Dan.10:13ff and Eph.6:12 clearly demonstrate. Running to and fro on earth, the
wheels move with heavenly power, wheels of divine government, all-seeing, all-
powerful through the Spirit of the living creatures within them.

Above and beyond the vision of cherubim and corresponding wheels, is the
structure above in the firmament, and from there issues a voice that causes the
movement of the wings of the cherubim to cease. God speaks; let all else be still and
listen! There, on the likeness of a sapphire throne, sits the likeness of a man, a likeness
wreathed in fire with a central glow of molten metal described as amber, and around
about a brightness of unapproachable holiness and glory. This is the likeness of the
appearance of the glory of the Almighty. Ezekiel, recognizing it for what it is, says, "/
fell on my face.” Could any demonstration of the glory of the LORD cause any other
human reaction? Would that we were more often on our faces beholding the divine
revelation in our own day!

But there was something else that Ezekiel and we must see in connection with the
judgement to follow, something most essential for his preparation to be a servant and
prophet of the Lord and ours to appreciate. The appearance of the radiance of majesty
around about the throne was the appearance of a rainbow that appears in the clouds on
a rainy day. This was the likeness of the glory of the Lord. Well might the realization
that the fearful judgement of God was tinged with all that the rainbow on a rainy day
represents (Gen.9:13ft) cause worship on Ezekiel's part and on ours who have seen the
mercy of God so clearly surrounding the whole indescribable judgement of Calvary.

Ezekiel had to learn, as do we, that as this world deteriorates into conditions
predicted for the last days, when some will fall away from the faith (1 Tim.4:1), when
difficult times will come when men will be lovers of self lovers of money, boastful
arrogant, revilers...lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God (2 Tim.3:1-4), that
there is above and beyond all the throne of One who is in complete control, and about
that throne is the radiance of a rainbow in the day of rain! The merciful character of
God shines through all His judgements

We live in a day of events that stagger, of natural catastrophe of Biblical
proportion, of weaponry and evil that when combined might easily shatter the peace
of heart we have in Christ, when consummate evil and its expression have reached
unparalleled depths. God's city of the future will be called, "The LORD is there." God's
people of today should rest in a similar realization. In the place to which God has
called and brought us, Jehovah Shammah, the Lord is there!
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Adorning the Teaching

Brian Johnston, Leigh, England

It is estimated that there are currently some 200 million persecuted Christians
worldwide. This refers to systematic persecution: where Christian lifestyles are
attacked with impunity. Beyond that, it is a biblical fact that, all who make godly living
their aim, encounter some form of persecution (2 Tim.3:12). To those with their
backs to the wall under Nero, Peter wrote: If you are reviled for the name of Christ,
you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you (1 Pet.4:14). This
text confirms that the word 'blessed' as used in the Bible does not necessarily mean
'happy' in any sense of being found in favourable circumstances. The meaning that is
best exemplified in this text is that of satisfaction through the experience of the
fullness of a thing. The Spirit of God actually resting upon the believer in that time
of persecution - their experience of the fullness of God by His Spirit - was the very
condition of their being blessed and satisfied and secure amidst life's hardships.

To others who were certainly no strangers to persecution and other hardships in life (1
Thess.2:14), the apostle Paul gave the encouragement: In everything give thanks: for
this is God's will (1 Thess.5:18). This word for 'thanksgiving' is mentioned about 40
times in the New Testament and virtually all its occurrences have to do with giving
thanks to God - teaching us that our primary thanksgivings are to be directed towards
God. In the case of this word, its original constituent parts - which include the word
'grace' - seem to imply what the best Christian experience confirms: that our response
of giving thanks to the Lord is based upon our experiencing the sufficiency of His
grace ministered to us in any time of difficulty (2 Cor.12:9). The more we are exposed
to His grace, the more we give thanks in return - in (but not for) all circumstances. It's
a faith-stretching challenge: have we given thanks for the grace given to help us to
cope with any hardship we're blessed with enduring? (Jas.1:12).
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Bible Covenants
4. The Abrahamic Covenant

Craig Jones, Toronto, Canada

As we have already seen, covenants are contracted between two parties, where terms are
agreed and rights and responsibilities are also laid out. All this is confirmed, or
ratified, by some sort of ceremony, upon the mutual agreement of the details of the
covenant. Most covenants of this nature depend on both parties keeping to their side of
the agreement, and are therefore conditional. However, there are certain instances
where the covenant is essentially unconditional. This is most often the understood
nature of the covenant God made with Abram (Abraham), when He called him out of
Ur of the Chaldees.

God speaks of this covenant in three main encounters with Abraham, which are
recorded in Genesis 12:1-3, 15:1-21 (including the ratification ceremony) and 17:1-14
(where the 'sign' of the covenant is introduced). The covenant consists of three main
aspects:

m the promise of land,

m the promise of descendants and

m the promise of widespread blessing to mankind in general.

What would have been the 'appeal' of this covenant and its associated promises to
Abraham when he first heard it? In his native Ur, Abraham was a man of substance,
having wealth, possessions, servants and a large extended family (Gen.12:5), but
perhaps the prospect of increasing his material wealth and earthly influence through the
acquisition of substantial real estate was indeed very attractive to him.

Although he no doubt enjoyed the customary benefits of the extended family, he was
childless himself, as his

2007-37



wife, Sarai, was barren (Gen.16:1,2). So the prospect of having his own children and heirs
would surely have been appealing to Abraham, in a culture that placed great importance on
the preservation of family through offspring (preferably male!).

To consider Abraham's response to God's promises primarily in materialistic terms, is to do
a disservice, to the great patriarch, this man of towering faith and godly reverence. Whilst it
is indeed evident that there was a literal, material dimension to the fulfilment of the
covenantal promises in Abraham's experience, there was a higher understanding and
appreciation of the wondrous purposes of God that were given to Abraham, and that would
have been the prime motivation for his response of faith. The writer to the Hebrews clearly
shows us that Abraham's vision was far above and beyond the earthly, temporal aspects of
the promises, he was looking for the city which has foundations, whose architect and
builder is God (Heb.11:10). Even in some of the small details of narrative that relate his
experiences subsequent to leaving Ur, we see that he had knowledge of things which would
later become important matters in God's subsequent revelation of His purposes with
mankind - specifically His chosen people. For example, when preparing the birds as part of
the ratification ceremony (Gen.15:10), he did not cut nor divide them completely in two,
and this later became the requirement under the Mosaic law (Lev.1:17). Similarly, he also
knew the importance of building altars and sacrificing burnt offerings, as expressions of
worship to God (Gen.12:7-8; Gen.13:18; Gen.22:2) - things which were to become so
characteristic and defining of the special service of God from His chosen people. Abraham
was also commended by God when He spoke to Isaac of the covenant, saying he "kept My
charge, My commandments, My statutes and My laws" (Gen.26:5). Clearly, Abraham knew
more of the specific plans of God in regard to His relationship with mankind, than may at
first be apparent from a cursory reading of his story.

This, therefore, touches significantly on the most important aspect of the covenant that God
made with Abraham. Although we think in terms of it being an unconditional covenant, it
was essentially a covenant of faith (see Rom.4:13,16), and did in fact require that exercise
of faith from Abraham, in response to what God revealed to him. Without Abraham's faith,
there would
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have been no covenant and therefore the most important benefit of that covenant
would not have come into effect. But God knew His man, of course, and the possibility
of Abraham not stepping out in faith did not exist. But it was Abraham's own act of
faith, and therefore God reckoned it to him as righteousness (Gen.15:6).

As a result of Abraham's faith - and God's sovereign grace as the upholder and fulfiller
of the covenant blessings - "all the families of the earth shall be blessed". This
aspect of the covenant went far beyond the mere literal fulfilment of the promise of
land and descendants, which can be traced in the subsequent history of Abraham's
earthly descendants and their land possession (i.e. the nation of Israel descended from
Isaac and Jacob). God declared to Abraham that in him "all the families of the earth will
be blessed" (Gen.12:3). It's not credible to consider this aspect of the promise having
a literal fulfilment in the sense of genetic or racial descent, as there are many races on
the earth - perhaps even the majority - which do not have any hereditary link at all to
Abraham. Paul picks up on this very point in explaining the truth in regard to this
aspect of the covenant promise, in his letter to the Galatian churches: Now the
promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say "And to seeds" as
referring to many, but rather to one "And to your seed", that is, Christ (Gal.3:16). The
genealogies of the Lord Jesus in both Matt.1 and Lk.3 show clearly that Christ was a
direct descendant of Abraham, as to His humanity. This then is the awesome and
marvellous truth of the fulfilment of the Abrahamic covenant; that through the Lord
Jesus, as the seed of Abraham, all the nations of the world have come to be blessed,
because of His supreme work of redemption, through His death on Calvary. Of course,
that's not to suggest that this blessing is 'automatic', in the sense that the benefits of it
accrue to all the people of the earth. Again, Paul clearly explains this to us, this time
in his letter to the Romans; Now not for [Abraham's] sake only was it written that it
was credited to him, but for our sake also, to whom it will be credited, as those who
believe in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, He who was delivered over
because of our transgressions, and was raised because of our justification
(Rom.4:23-25). We only come to know and experience the wonderful blessing of this
covenant when we put our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of our sins.
In this way, those who believe are reckoned as spiritual descendants of Abraham,
by virtue of faith, as Abraham is the father of all who believe (Rom.4:11).

The Abrahamic covenant was the first clear indication of the basis of how God was to
interact with mankind and how mankind was to be enabled to enter into
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a restored relationship with Him - through faith alone in His provision, and not by any
merit or effort on our part. Despite what subsequently followed in the Mosaic covenant
- or rather the people's interpretation of it - the required response from mankind was
categorically not on the basis of works, or mere formal adherence to the Law (see
Gal.3:10-14). Only through faith in the provision God Himself has made in His
beloved Son can we have access to God and enter into relationship with Him, as our
Creator and our heavenly Father. And God's purposes in making this provision and in
desiring a restored relationship with those whom He created and whom He loves, do not
end with the matter of dealing with the curse of sin in mankind and removing our sins
from us as far as the east is from the west. The removal of sin was the necessary
prerequisite to our being able to approach Him as obedient people, to learn about
worship and to seek to honour and glorify God in the way that would bring Him
immense delight. This then links back to the literal, physical fulfilment of the other
aspects of the covenant God made with Abraham; to enable Him to choose a people
through whom He would demonstrate the principles of worship and service that would
later be revealed as having a more perfect application beyond the physical, and into the
spiritual dimension of experience. This later revelation was the essence of the 'new
covenant' that the Lord Jesus Himself spoke about on the night of His betrayal.

Although the greater part of God's Word primarily relates to the people of Israel as
God's chosen people, God's purposes, promises and blessings are by no means
exclusive to the Jews. That God is not finished with them yet, and still has specific
purposes for them, is evident from the fact that the covenant is an everlasting covenant
(Gen.17:7,8). The people of Israel have known partial fulfilment in regard to nationhood
and land possession. However, it would be hard to show how this covenant is still
finding fulfilment from Israel's recent history, which therefore indicates there is more
to come for them with respect to it. Nevertheless, the greatest aspect of the covenant
and promise has indeed found wonderful fulfilment through the person of Jesus
Christ, born a Jew, but through His sacrificial death and triumphant resurrection,
bringing the fullness of God's desired blessing for all mankind within the grasp of all
who will accept it by faith, both Jew and Gentile. This then is indeed the gospel
preached beforehand to Abraham (Gal.3:8,9) and is the key to the fuller understanding
and appreciation of the whole of God's Word.
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The Ministry of Angels
4. Ordainers of the Law

Stephen Hickling, Birmingham, England

The presence of angels at the giving of the Law seems to be unquestionable on the basis of
the scriptural record. References to the Lord coming from Sinai and coming from the midst
of ten thousand holy ones (Deut.33:2) and to the thousands upon thousands of God's
chariots, which the Lord is among...as at Sinai (Ps.68:17) leave us with little doubt in the
matter. Neither should we be surprised at the presence of the angelic hosts on such an
occasion as this, given their interest in the affairs of men, examples of which abound in
Scripture.

It is only in the New Testament, however, that we learn of the ministry of angels in
ordaining the Law. In Gal.3:19, Paul speaks of the Law as, having been ordained through
angels by the agency of a mediator. The word 'ordained', in this instance, simply means
arranged, administered, put in operation or proclaimed. In his defence before the Sanhedrin
(Acts 7:53), Stephen also makes mention of the fact that the Law was received by the
arrangement (the noun deriving from the verb translated 'ordained' in Gal.3:19) of angels.

Paul clarifies the nature of the ministry of angels with regard to the introduction of the Law
in Heb.2:2, where he refers to the Law as the word spoken through angels. In the
disposition of the Law at Sinai the angels were, it seems, God's mouthpiece. They were the
agents through which God's Law was delivered by the hand (margin) of a mediator
(Gal.3:19) to God's covenant people.

But why were angels tasked with this tremendous responsibility of proclaiming the Law to
God's people
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through Moses, the mediator? We do not know whether the angelic throng was visible to
the people, but in arranging this exhibition of divine power at the institution of His
Law, it seems that God had His people's frailties in mind. Whether or not the host was
witnessed by the people, its presence at Sinai was accepted in Jewish tradition. Indeed,
the Jewish historian Josephus writes that 'for ourselves, we have learned from God the
most excellent of our doctrines, and the most holy part of our Law, by angels or
ambassadors' (Antiquities XV.5.3). Josephus was making reference to the Greek
philosophy that ambassadors were sacred when carrying messages to others. The
implication in his remarks regarding angels is that, for the Jew, the Law derived a
sacred authority by virtue of it being delivered from God by angels or divine
ambassadors.

Stephen's words in Acts 7:53 also point toward a Jewish regard for the authority of
the Law because of the involvement of angels in its delivery. The word translated 'by' in
the phrase you who received the law as ordained by angels refers to the consideration
that influences somebody to do something. Stephen was essentially saying that Israel
received the Law, being influenced by the authority of the ordaining angels or thinking it
their duty to receive what angels were administering.

Israel's mediator was not one who could lay his hands upon both parties (see Job 9:33)
and God knew that the people would constantly question his position and God's choice
of him. It seems that God purposed the involvement of angels in the giving of the
Law, recognising His people's weakness, so that the authority of such Law would be
without doubt.

We must, however, remember that this was God's Law. It did not originate with the
angels; they merely spoke the words that God had given to them. Indeed, a distortion
of this truth seems to be at the root of the Colossian heresy, which encouraged angel
worship and, according to F. F. Bruce, characterized angelic powers as the elemental
spirits of the universe (see Paul's references to the elementary principles of the world in
Col.2:8, 20 and Gal.4:3, 9 - these were the rudimentary principles of the Jewish faith
that ensnared the adherents to this heresy, whose regard for them seems to stem from
their connection with angelic powers).

The apostle's words in Heb.2:5 may have been directed at those who were being enticed
to return to observance of the elementary principles of Judaism because of a corrupt
regard for the authority of angels. He reminds them that God did not subject to angels
the world to come. Deliver}' of the Law by the mouths of angels gave good reason for
Israel to pay close attention to it. How much more so then should the word which we
have received, at the first spoken through the Lord (Heb.2:3), cause us to pay much
closer attention to it?
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Focus

Anglican Church Tensions

George Prasher, Manchester, England

Tensions persist within the Anglican Communion through varying attitudes to the
ordination of homosexual clergy and formal blessing on gay partnerships. World-wide
the Anglican Communion embraces 78 million members. Western World
Anglicanism of course first developed from the original break with the Roman
Catholic Church under England's 16th century Henry VIIL. It now includes such groups
as the United States Episcopalian Church and the Anglican Church in Canada.
Nineteenth-century missionary effort led to wide expansion in Third-World areas
such as Africa, Latin America and parts of Asia, sometimes referred to as 'the Global
South'. This southern sector of Anglicanism has now overtaken the Western World
sector in numerical growth, gaining wider involvement and fuller influence as a
result.

Outstanding in leadership among the 'Global South' churches is the Primate of the
Anglican churches in Nigeria, Bishop Peter Akinola. He was appointed to the
Nigerian bishopric in 1989 and rapidly made his influence felt. He initiated expansion
of the Anglican cause by sending bishops to preach the gospel in new areas.
Sometimes there were violent reactions but a presence was secured for Anglicanism in
Northern Nigeria. The new capital of Nigeria, Abuja, became an important Anglican
centre. It is claimed that Akinola is now primate to twelve million Nigerian Anglicans.
He is also head of an African Bishops' Group' with a claimed total flock of 44 million.

In December 2006 there was a spectacularly unorthodox move by 15 Episcopal
Churches in Virginia, USA, to identify their parishes with Bishop Akinola's African
archdiocese more than five-thousand miles away! This was largely due to
dissatisfaction with the 2003 ordination as bishop of the openly gay Gene Robinson,
which Akinola had denounced as, "a satanic attack on the church". He sees these issues
as reflecting "a massive Western disregard for the authority of the Bible". He also
dissociated himself in
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2004 from a Conference that issued findings on Robinson's bishopric appointment
without condemning it outright. Akinola commented that the findings were "far short of
the prescription needed". He later helped to draft a document demanding that the US and
other Anglican churches should 'voluntarily withdraw' from the Community's central
governing body unless they expressed regret and declared a moratorium on gay ordinations
or blessings.

On 14 February 2007 thirty-eight Anglican Primates met in Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania for a
five-day conference to give further consideration to these vexed issues. The presiding
bishop of the Conference was Katharine Jefferts Schori, head of the liberal American
Episcopal Church, who is known to be a supporter of the ordination as clergymen of gays
and lesbians. At a communion service in the course of the five-day proceedings seven
senior primates, led by Bishop Peter Akinola, refused to receive the eucharist alongside
Bishop Katharine Schori. They claimed that to do so would 'violate Bible teaching', a
gesture which reflects the deeply divided attitudes within the Anglican leadership.

Strenuous efforts were made right until the last day of the Conference to avoid a complete
breakdown of agreement between 'conservative' and 'liberal' viewpoints. Bishop
Akinola's group struggled to influence the wording of the final communique from the
Conference in their concern that scriptural truth as they understood it would not be
compromised. As finally issued the communique represented a further attempt to avoid
outright division of the World-wide Anglican Communion, as illustrated by some selected
points from the communique:

m  The liberal American Episcopalian Church was given seven months to prove that it
has fully reversed its pro-gay agenda or face expulsion.

m It was called upon to state unequivocally that it will not consecrate more gay bishops
or authorise same-sex blessings.

m If they failed to meet these demands it would have 'consequences' for their 'full
participation' in the Anglican Communion.

m  Conservative American Episcopalians to be organized in a new structure forming an
'enclave' within the American branch of Anglicanism. The intervention of African
primates will discontinue.

The tensions within the Anglican Communion over homosexual issues derive partly from
differing views about the authority of Scripture. For this consistently reveals God's
condemnation of homosexual activity as sinful, and the ordination of gay clergy or blessing
on gay unions would not therefore be countenanced. But, if the authority of Scripture is
questioned, or other considerations are given greater weight, the whole subject is open to a
wide variation of practice. The believer's safeguard lies in the attitude of the Psalmist when
he wrote: all Your precepts concerning all things I consider to be right; I hate every
false way (Ps.119:128).
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Getting to know God through Ezekiel

4. Imagery & Symbolism

Edwin Neely, Brantford, Canada

Ezekiel, directed by the Spirit of God, used nearly every possible literary method of
reaching the people of Judah with whom he was in captivity. They were a people who
preferred lies to the truth, who would not accept the inevitability of Jerusalem's
overthrow and their own lengthy exile. Symbolism and imagery were among the most
widely utilized of those methods; Ezekiel himself was to be mute. A brick, an iron
plate, cakes baked over cows' dung, a razor, a cross on the forehead, baggage, a battle
axe, a sword, a cauldron, a flowing river, a valley full of dry bones, a couple of sticks -
the book seems full of object lessons, concrete examples of the mind of God outlined in
detail for an obstinate people. Our purpose is spiritual rather than literary, but the
technique is interesting nonetheless. To their shame and sorrow the general population
of Judah was unreceptive no matter what the presentation. Ezekiel was to them like a
sensual song by one who has a beautiful voice and plays well on an instrument; for they
hear your words, but they do not practice them (Ezek.33:32). To their sorrow,
unheeded warnings resulted in the lamentations, mourning and woe that God had
shown Ezekiel the people would have to bear. By the fulfilment of his prophecies they
would know that a prophet had been in their midst (Ezek.33:33). There were ten of
these object lessons that applied before Jerusalem was sacked. We'll examine some
of these in more detail in a future article, but look at them now briefly, what they
should have meant to the captives and what we can learn for ourselves.

Ezekiel was to be generally struck dumb, albeit able to speak when God spoke, for four
and a half years until Jerusalem fell (Ezek.3:26,27; Ezek.24:27), but the actions of his
life must be an epistle, known and read by all, and that very fact is a strong lesson about
our own lives and deeds. Actions often speak even louder than words. Christ is
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the brilliant example of one who went about doing good: even Christ did not please
Himself (Jn 5:20; Jn 8:29; Rom.15:3). Ezekiel's first sign was at great discomfort to
himself (Ezek.4), as were some that followed, a clear indication that the way of the
servant of God, like the way of the transgressor, can be hard. The end is not yet. If in
the world we have tribulation, the time is fast approaching when He will manifest
Himself who has overcome the world (Jn 16:33). Lying restrained on one side and then
the other each day for well over a year had to bring all its own pain, to say nothing of
disruption to his normal life. There was little to comfort save the knowledge that he was
being obedient to his God. (Paul speaks of being comforted in his own hardships (2
Cor.1:3,4); personal comfort, however, is not granted to make us comfortable, but to
make us comforters.) Personal discomfort, even anguish, borne submissively can be a
striking testimony in itself (Ezek.12:9; Ezek.24:19). 2 Cor.11:23ff further exemplifies
the point that as servants of the Lord we may suffer hardship. Not only must Ezekiel's
suffering be physical, but emotional as well (Ezek.4:14), and the total amount of food
offered was about eight ounces of bread and two-thirds of a quart of water per day. All
this was to be prepared by himself with only a fire of cows' dung to help. Obvious in
the sign was an impending shortage of food. Its baking procedure, though Ezekiel
achieved some reprieve in the matter of cleanliness, indicated defilement in the foods
of the nations to which Israel would be driven - a fact that Daniel and his friends ran
into even in high places (Dan.1:8). But if God's provision for us, though seemingly
meagre, accomplishes His purposes, should we not be satisfied? He has promised not
to forget us in our need.

A sharp sword shaving the hair of Ezekiel's head and beard must have cut a man
groomed for the priesthood very deeply (Lev.19:27; Lev.21:5). But in Ezek.5 the
shaving was as much a testimony to errant Israel as the hair of the head had been to the
nation when more obedient. A sword, rather than a razor, would teach the observers of
the sword that would bring about their disaster in the hands of the Chaldeans. A third of
the hair burnt in the city indicated the population who would be consumed with famine.
A third was to be scattered to the winds. Fewer than a third of the people would
survive even to the captivity, and only a very few become a preserved remnant in the
eventual return to the land. The people heard, but did not believe. Ezekiel's message
must go forth anyway, whether they listen or not (Ezek.2:5,7; Ezek.3:11).

Ezek.12 provides Ezekiel with further discomfort. He must pack his belongings by day,
so that all may see what he is about. Previous captivity would have ensured that they
understood Ezekiel's inference. Then he must dig through the wall with his hands as
night fell upon him and with hidden and unseeing face depart as though into exile.
His explanation to the people described how King Zedekiah would try to escape, be
caught, and go blinded into his captivity and imprisonment (2 Kgs.25:1-7; Jer.52:4-11).
The prophet must also eat and drink in front of the
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people with a tremor in his hand and anxiety upon his face just as those in Jerusalem
and Judah would do. His every action must show what his belief was concerning the
fulfilment of the promises of God. Ezekiel is not only a sign to the people of Israel, he is an
example to servants of God in every generation!

Whitewashing walls when they should have been thoroughly prepared, mortared,
established, only invites disaster when the floods come (Ezek.13:10-14). This lesson
described the action of the false prophets who could only envision and speak of peace in a
world bound for judgement, and speaks loudly to God's people today as well. This poor old
world will not 'every day in every way get better and better' (2 Tim.3:1-4)! To live as though
it were permanent and the thing that is our greatest treasure, would be every bit as wrong as
the false prophecies of old.

Somewhere along the line Ezekiel took to himself a wife. We don't often think of his life as
portraying a man in loving relationship, but the testimony of God concerning him, as
siege was laid to Jerusalem and that great city began to fall, bore beautiful witness to a
successful marriage. In spite of the stringencies of captivity, in spite of idiosyncrasies of a
man whose life was impacted by his desire to accomplish the will of God for him, the upset
to house and home, the upset to a "normal" home life, God describes in Ezekiel the secret of
a happy marriage. His wife was the desire of your eyes (Ezek.24:16). He was to lose even
her to the will of the LORD. What is more, mourning and tears were not to be apparent. His
groaning must be internal only; his demeanour must not betray the loss of the affection that
he had cherished. His actions would demonstrate what would follow to the inhabitants of
Jerusalem; they would rot away in their iniquities, and they would groan to one another. As
Ezekiel had done, so they would do, that the nation would know that God was Lord
(Ezek.24:24). Ah, that our actions might demonstrate the same! The sign that followed, that
the dumb man spoke, would also show that God was Lord (Ezek.24:27).

Once the fall of Jerusalem was accomplished and reported, once those already in captivity
realized that Ezekiel's message had been true, God began to reveal something of future
blessings in restoration. There was only one sign sermon shown in the book that
portrayed something of the restoration of the nation. Ezek.37:16ff instructs the prophet to
take two sticks illustrative of Judah and Joseph, write their names upon them, and join
them into one stick as a sign of future blessing and unity (see also Hos.1:11). When
Israel was brought into existence in 1947, Ezek.37 was the scripture that David Ben
Gurion, the Prime Minister, used, but there is to be a still fuller fulfilment to the prophecy.
David, their ancient king, will again be their prince and their shepherd. God will be their
God. God's promise to David of one forever sitting upon his throne and to Israel of eternal
forgiveness and blessing will shortly come to pass.

Interspersed with these sign lessons were direct prophecies, visions and parables lending
conviction to the message.
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The Wonder of the Word

Brian Johnston, Leigh, England

What could be better than knowing the physical presence of the Lord? Can we even
begin to imagine what it must have been like to walk the dusty roads of Palestine in His
company? Who among us would not long for an experience like that of the two
disciples on the road to Emmaus?

While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with
them. But their eyes were kept from recognizing him...And beginning with Moses and
all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning
himself...They said to each other, "Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to
us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?” (Lk.24:15-32 ESV).

Why did the Lord conceal the identity of His physical presence with them? Was it not to
teach them - and us -that fellowship with Himself can be at least as precious over an
open Bible as the Spirit reveals Christ to us (Jn 14:25,26; Jn 16:14)?

There is also a remarkable statement, standing as it does in the context of the
exhilaration of Peter having been present at the transfiguration: we were eyewitnesses
of his majesty [he says]. For when he received honor and glory from God the Father,
and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, "This is my beloved Son, with
whom I am well pleased," we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for
we were with him on the holy mountain. And -we have something more sure, the
prophetic-word, to which you will do well to pay attention (2 Pet.1:16-19 ESV).

That, surely, puts every experience, however enthralling, into perspective by
similar comparison with the sure and lasting authority of God's Word. May our
supreme joy be to bow to its authority over every experience of life, and to find Christ
in the Word.
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Bible Covenants
5, The Mosaic Covenant

Ron Thomas, Hamilton, Canada

God's people, Israel, were greatly blessed in their covenant relationship with God.
This, the Mosaic covenant, is often referred to as the 'old covenant'. However, the
people became disobedient and rebellious and eventually the covenant was broken,
but in God's mercy a new covenant was given for all nations. That is not to say that
the old covenant is of no value, for we learn much about the new from the lessons of
the old.

Made with Israel collectively

The Mosaic covenant is evidence that it was God's desire from ancient times to have
a people gathered in a covenant relationship with Himself, subject to His authority and
rule. Only three months after God redeemed Israel from bondage in Egypt and had
brought them through the Red Sea, their baptism (1 Cor.10:2), He called them
together as a people at Mount Sinai. He descended upon the mountain in fire. It was
engulfed in smoke and quaked, and the sound of the trumpet grew louder
(Ex.19:18,19).

Seeing this awesome sight, the people trembled and told Moses, "You speak with us,
and we will hear; but let not God speak with us, lest we die." (Ex.20:19). God
recognized Moses as the mediator between Him and His people, and called him and
other elders of the people to come up the mountain. However, only Moses, as the
chosen mediator, was to draw near to God (Ex.24:1,2). Alone, he learned of the
covenant for the people from the mouth of Jehovah. Never before had God offered a
covenant like this to a people. Israel was given the awesome opportunity to be God's
people
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and He would be their God (Lev.26:12). They would enjoy a unique relationship
with Him.

Covenant blessings were conditional

In return God demanded a wholehearted acceptance of the covenant and a declaration of
obedience by all the people. So when Moses returned he told all the people every word
that Jehovah had spoken to him, and all the people responded with one voice, "All the
words -which the LORD has said we will do" (Ex.24:3).

Hearing this affirmative response, Moses wrote down all the words of Jehovah. He
got up early the next morning to build an altar and set up twelve stone pillars
representing the tribes of Israel. He instructed some young men to offer burnt offerings
and to sacrifice young bulls as fellowship offerings to Jehovah (Ex.24:4,5).

The blood of the covenant

Moses took from the offerings half of the blood and put it in bowls and the other half
he sprinkled on the altar. He read to the people the book of the covenant and once
again they all responded, "4/l that the LORD has said we will do" (Ex.24:7). Hearing
once more their pledge of obedience to the Lord, Moses sprinkled the people with the
blood, saying, "This is the blood of the covenant which the LORD has made with you
according to all these words" (Ex.24:8). This was a very solemn moment in their
national history, for with this sprinkling of the blood and their promise to be obedient,
the covenant was ratified and they were sanctified as the people of God
(Heb.9:19,20; Heb.10:29). As His people, they would be governed by Him according
to the commandments and statutes that He had given to them.

Blessings the covenant provided for in terms of divine service

There were innumerable great blessings as the people of God. He would look upon
them with favour, to make them fruitful and to increase their numbers. They would
enjoy abundant harvests and would not hunger, spiritually or physically. He promised
to keep His covenant with them and to put His dwelling place amongst them. Though
under the bondage of sin, He would not abhor them, but instead He would walk among
them and be their God and they would be His people (Lev.26:9). Great spiritual
blessings would be theirs in the joyful service of the Lord. They would be made high
above all nations in praise, in name and in honour. They would be a holy people unto
Jehovah (Deut.26:17-19), a treasured possession out of all the nations of the world, a
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kingdom of priests and a holy nation (Ex.19:5,6). God's house would be in their
midst and it would be called 'a house of prayer for all nations' (Isa.56:7).

All these blessings were conditional upon the people's relationship with God. Much
later He asked them through the prophet Amos, Can two walk together, unless they are
agreed? (Amos 3:3).

Personal participation (Deut.5:2-4)

To continue as the people of God requires that individuals walk in agreement with
Him. Moses told them, "The LORD talked with you face to face on the mountain from
the midst of the fire. I stood between the LORD and you at that time, to declare to you
the word of the LORD; for you were afraid” (Deut.5:4,5). Although the covenant
was made with the people, individual holiness is necessary, as the Lord often reminded
them, "..."You shall therefore be holy, for I am holy'..." (Lev.11:45). This was the key to
their obedience to God in His Kingdom.

One soldier in Israel's army had taken plunder when Israel had been instructed not to do
so. When they went to battle against the city of Ai they were routed by the enemy.
Joshua and all the people discerned that God was not with them. The Lord told
Joshua,...But the children of Israel committed a trespass regarding the accursed
things, for Achan...took of the accursed things (Josh.7:1). Had all, or perhaps many,
of the Israelites taken some of the things that they were not to take? No, only Achan.
Therefore, all Israel had sinned because they had violated God's covenant. All Israel is
seen as one in covenant with, and in the service of, the Lord. The sin of one brought
judgement upon all Israel, as reflected in their defeat in battle. After the sin was purged
from Israel, the Lord assured Joshua that He was again with His people. Similarly, we
should be careful to examine ourselves that we do not detract from the service of the
people of God today.

From the book of the Law, they learned that each individual was responsible to bring his
sacrifice to God. It needed to be carefully chosen, offered at the correct time and in
the correct manner, and only at the place of God's choosing. Other offerings were to
be on behalf of the people, such as the sin offerings on the Day of Atonement
(Lev.17:11). There were other offerings as well, each to be offered in the way that
God had commanded Moses. However, the blood of animals could never take away
sin (Heb.10:1), but the sacrifices pointed forward, in God's eternal purpose, to the time
His Son would die for sins once for all (1 Pet.3:18). The blood of Christ has done what
the blood of animals could never do, for by grace we are saved from the penalty of sin
through faith in our Saviour; a free gift from God (Eph.2:8).
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Superseded by the New Covenant

The old covenant was imperfect, for Israel was quite incapable of living up to it
(Heb.8:7). Consequently, a new and better covenant has superseded it which is
associated with a better hope, and linked to better sacrifices. Each one of us falls short
in our daily personal pursuit of practical holiness, but now justification is by faith;
the righteousness of Christ covers us, His holiness envelops us and we are saved.

God has embraced a people who were not a people (1 Pet.2:10) and has established
them to be a spiritual house, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession (1
Pet.2:9). We must be careful that we do not forfeit our spiritual calling, as Israel did,
because of disobedience.

Moses as the mediator of the old covenant is a type of the Lord Jesus Christ, who is not
only the Mediator of a better covenant, which was established on better promises
(Heb.8:6) but also the guarantor of a better covenant. His familiar words to His
disciples, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is shed for you" (Lk.22:20)
introduce us to a better hope of drawing near to God (Heb.7:18,19), which those of
the old covenant could not envision. Jesus as our eternal High Priest is able to save and
cleanse the sins of all who come to God through Him. What a privilege to be part of the
better covenant, for the complete cleansing of sin was never possible under the old.

Conclusion

The old covenant with its rituals and animal sacrifices could never put away sin. We
are thankful to God who, in His mercy and grace, has given us a new covenant, which
is based on better promises and the perfect sacrifice of God's Son. The people of God
under the old and the new covenants share many similar blessings and
responsibilities. God's expectation of obedience and holiness remains and His
command is the same, "Be holy, for I am holy" (1 Pet.1:16 NIV). Holiness is achieved
only through the imputed holiness of the Lord Jesus Christ. The old covenant is for our
study and learning, for the Holy Spirit instructs us in many precious truths of the new
covenant, which we could not trace without the way marked out in the old.
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The Ministry of Angels
5. Angels & Individuals

Martin Jones, Toronto, Canada
'God only knows the times my life was threatened just today.
A reckless car ran out of gas before it ran my way.
Near misses all around me, accidents unknown,
Though I never see with human eyes the hands that lead me home.
But I know they're all around me - all day and through the night.
When the enemy is closing in, I know sometimes they fight...
Got His angels watching over me, every move I make,
Angels watching over me!'

Are these lyrics by Christian musician Amy Grant pure imagination or sound
theology? Can we really expect that angels get involved in our everyday lives - and, if
so, how?

Heb.1:14 asks the rhetorical question, Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to
serve those who will inherit salvation? It seems clear that the involvement of angels
(the 'good' angels at least) with humanity is never at their own volition, but as God's
agents. They may be asked to publish God's Word and protect God's chosen people,
individually and collectively -and if this was so in Bible times, then there is no
reason to think they don't do that today.

Throughout Scripture, a key angelic role is to announce impending events, either
good or bad, that will affect humans. For example, angels were present at the advance
notice given to Abraham concerning the destruction of Sodom. In the New
Testament

2007-53



angels again are the agents of revelation - for example to Joseph (Matt.1:20) and Mary
(Lk.1:26) concerning Jesus' birth.

Protection is also a recurring theme on different levels. Nationally, God sent an angel to
protect the Hebrew people after their exodus from Egypt, to lead them to the promised
land, and to destroy the hostile tribes in their way (Ex.23:20; Num.20:16). He also sent
an angel to kill some 185,000 Assyrians in one night to get Hezekiah out of a very
sticky situation (2 Kgs.19).

But special guardianship of modest, humble individuals is also promised: For He will
command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways (Ps.91:11). Elijah
certainly found that to be true at Beersheba, where vital bread and water were provided,
as well as a rare word of angelic concern (1 Kgs.19).

"See that you do not look down on one of these little ones. For I tell you that their
angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven" (Matt.18:10). It is
mind-blowing to think that even the tiniest baby has his or her very own 'superhero' -
such is the value placed on every soul by God.

In the New Testament, an angel put Peter's guards to sleep, released him from his
chains, and led him out of prison. What an experience! Ironically, the praying church
teased poor Rhoda that it must be Peter's angel at the door and not Peter (Acts 12:15)!

Angels are prominent in the Book of Revelation and the angels of the seven churches
of Asia Minor are mentioned in Rev.1-3. Some commentators speculate that they are
guardian angels, having the same relationship to the churches as the angel-princes in
Daniel would have to the nations (Dan.10:12-13; Dan.12:1). We do know from 1
Cor.11 that angels witness the church in operation, but we can't be dogmatic as to any
wider function. Regardless, it's humbling to think that we as humans will one day
judge the angels who currently watch over us (see 1 Cor.6:3) - on what basis, and for
what purpose, will be revealed some day.

The Bible does not appear to be explicit on the opinion of angels about men. It's not
hard to infer that they themselves are dispassionate towards the human race, given
their apparent lack of emotion towards us in the Biblical record. We surely could not
blame them if they were in some sense puzzled by all of God's tender and long-
suffering dealings with man - what is man that you are mindful of him? (Ps.8:4).

We do know though that whatever services they provide reflect, and are due to, the
overwhelming love and concern for humanity shown by their Master - the One who
was for a while made a little lower than the angels.

(All Bible quotations are from the NIV)
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Focus

Bloodstained Iraq

George Prasher, Manchester, England

It would seem that the first violent shedding of human blood in the killing of Abel by
Cain probably took place within the area of modern Iraq.

Gen.2:10-14 indicates that the river which flowed out of the Garden of Eden parted
and became four riverheads of which two were the Tigris and Euphrates. When Adam
and Eve were driven out of the garden it seems probable that they settled in an
adjacent area. For many years later Cain went out from the presence of the LORD and
dwelt in the land of Nod on the east of Eden (Gen.4:16).

God had made a remarkable statement to Cain:

"What have you done? The voice of your brother's blood cries out to Me from the
ground. So now you are cursed from the earth, which has opened its mouth to receive
your brother's blood from your hand" (Gen.4:10,11).

It's a very sad reality that again in our day so much blood is 'crying out to God from the
ground' in that part of the world.

What gives rise to so much continuing bloodshed in Iraq, despite the American
military operation to remove Saddam Hussein from power and the setting up of an
Iraqi democratic form of government? For news reports week after week continue to
feature gruesome accounts of bombing outrages in such places as markets and
mosques at times when crowds are gathered, deliberately intending to murder or maim
as many victims as possible.

Much of this ongoing violence stems from enmity between two rival factions of
Islam, the Sunnis and the Shi'ites. Their rivalry dates from the death of the prophet
Mohammed in the seventh century AD. The Sunnis (meaning followers of the way of
the Prophet) are today
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by far the larger group, embracing about 90% of Muslims worldwide. The Shi'ites
form a majority in Iraq, Iran, Bahrain and Azerbaijan. They also outnumber Sunnis in
several major oil producing areas of the Middle East, including eastern Saudi Arabia.
However, where the Sunnis hold controlling political power they have tended to treat
Shi'ites as an underclass, limited to manual labour and deprived of a fair share of
natural resources.

When the first democratic election was held after Saddam Hussein had been
overthrown the Sunni Muslims refrained from voting. As a result, many Shi'ite
candidates were voted into office and the civil government of Iraq has since been to a
great extent under their administration. Extremist elements among opposing Sunnis
and former supporters of Saddam Hussein have pursued a relentless bombing
campaign, frequently carried out by suicide bombers, in the hope that public
resentment will eventually react against the Shi'ite government and lead to its
downfall.

How vividly this saga of deliberate destruction, bringing death or injury to hundreds of
Iraqi citizens, bears the hallmark of Satanic wickedness! He is indeed the god of this
age (2 Cor.4:4). It's true, of course, that Satan himself transforms himself into an angel
of light (2 Cor.11:14) when it suits his subtle designs, but the Lord Jesus declared him
to have been a murderer from the beginning (Jn 8:44). He is indeed like the thief who
does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy (Jn 10:10).

Little wonder then that it is characteristic also of many unregenerate people in their
alienation from God that, "Their feet are swift to shed blood; destruction and misery
are in their ways; and the way of peace they have not known. There is no fear of God
before their eyes” (Rom.3:15-18).

How blessed the contrasting prospect of Christ's coming millennial reign as described
in Ps.72! For He will deliver the needy when he cries, the poor also, and him who has
no helper. He will spare the poor and needy, and will save the souls of the needy. He
will redeem their life from oppression and violence, and precious shall be their blood
in His sight (Ps.72:12-14).

World dominion will then be in the hands of the One whose blood flowed from His
head, hands, feet and side as He suffered on the Cross at Calvary. In infinite love
He yielded Himself there to be crucified and slain, the Lamb of God bearing the sin
of the world.

Meantime much tragic bloodshed persists in Iraq: it is reported that many of the
middle and upper classes have fled to neighbouring countries, Syria and Jordan
together at present having two million Iraqi expatriates.
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Getting to know God through Ezekiel
5. Visions

Edwin Neely, Brantford, Canada

As well as the vision that Ezekiel describes in chapter one: a whirling storm cloud
enfolding itself and containing various beings and wheels full of eyes, all prophesying
judgement and revealing something of the character of God and divine government;
there were other visions, parables, direct prophecies all to do with Jerusalem's fall,
judgement on other nations and eventual restoration and forgiveness. That first vision
is repeated in Ezek.10 with some variations and further lessons. A second multi-faceted
vision occurs some five years before the fall of Jerusalem and runs through chapters 8
to 11. It investigates in some detail the sins of Jerusalem and the LORD'S departure
from the house of God and the holy city. The third vision, again with many facets is that
of a restored nation, priesthood, offerings, temple, city and land. It occurs between
Ezek.40 and the end of the book. It pictures millennial glory and the transcending
majesty of the One who will reign, the never-ending glory of the city whose God is
in her midst, and the blessings that will flow in abundance - all of which would have
been applied to Israel all the way through had they but shown the obedience and trust
demanded of them. What was unable to be accomplished through the disobedience of
the many will surely be accomplished through the obedience of the One and the fruits
of His work at Calvary.

Quickly reviewing the vision of chapter one with the additional comments of chapter
ten, we see the likeness of God upon His throne calling for the dispensing of
judgement, the scattering of coals from between the cherubim (Ezek.1:13; Ezek.10:2)
over the sinning city. The prominence of the eyes covering the bodies, backs,
hands, wings and wheels leads us to realize the omniscience, the all-knowing
character of the God of heaven who was seated above the cherubim. There is
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nothing that He does not see and know. Rev.4:8 also envisions creatures full of eyes
surrounding the throne of God. If this is the description of perfect servants of God,
should it not be incumbent on imperfect humans who also seek to serve? Not only are
eyes round about important. Eyes within sensing sin, weakness, failure, all leading to
confession and purity are necessary. One of the faces of the cherubim was described as
the face of a cherub here in Ezek.10, the face of an ox in Ezek.1. This may have been a
copyist's error, or a cherub's face may have resembled an ox. We recall that this is
only an appearance of the likeness of something spiritual without the form of either.
High and lofty wheels that had stood firmly on the earth now whirled, moved and
rose, the beginning of the departure of the divine presence from the house of God. The
slow movement from place to place by creatures that bore the throne of His glory that
might have moved as flashes of lightning rather indicate the reluctance of God to
leave His temple, the patience that so often works even in our own weaknesses. As
His glory departed, 'Ichabod' might have been again written over Jerusalem. It is
interesting to map out the departure: from the threshold of the house to the east gate,
over the Kidron Valley to the Mount of Olives - the journey really prefigured another to
be enacted some 500 years later when the Divine Son left the house, left the city, left
the earth. But He was to return in the Person of the Holy Spirit ten days later that you
and I might know His presence, both in our personal lives and in God's House.

About five years prior to Jerusalem's overthrow (Ezek.8:1), Ezekiel in a vision is
taken to Jerusalem where he is shown one of the reasons for the dire judgement to
follow: God would not permit Himself to dwell with an image of jealousy, an idol set up
within the limits of the temple. The very first commandment of God forbade such arrant
idolatry. The vision reveals still more nefarious activities. Among the elderhood exists
a secret cult of seventy who offer up incense to gods that are depicted as beasts and
detestable creeping things intermingled with personal idols. Then he sees women
weeping for Tammuz in his supposed death, rejoicing at his supposed resurrection.
Then twenty-five sun worshippers are seen standing between the altar and the front
porch of the house, facing away from God to the east instead of the west. These were
no doubt priests because they stood in the court of the priests. The whole temple
scene was one of corruption and apostasy, and in hand with it violence filling the land
that should have been exuding peace. When God's house is defiled, as is seen also in the
churches in Rev.2,3, when time for repentance is past, there is no place for God. He
must leave and the house now desolate faces sure destruction. Chapter nine gives us the
picture of the destruction.

Six city guards, who we suggest were angels, and a man dressed in linen with a scribe's
case of pens and ink enter the city: the man to mark with a cross the foreheads of
those whose sighs and tears demonstrated that their hearts were in line with the Lord's,
the angels to dispense the judgement to all who weren't so marked.
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Beginning at the sanctuary the man and angels fulfilled their task. At the end of it,
Ezekiel alone was standing, causing Ezekiel to exclaim at the destruction to be fulfilled.
Ezekiel pleaded for the nation to which he prophesied, and was in this a good example
for us who are ministering to a sinning world. But the sin had gone too far. God will not
always plead with man. Sooner or later He will dispense the judgement deserved. Our
task is to pray and preach! Then we must thank God for the grace that allowed the
mark of the cross to be on our foreheads. Thanks be to God that we belong to Christ!
Then follows Ezek.10 with the departure of the glory to which we have referred.

We then skip to Ezekiel's third vision (Ezek.40-48), a future city, a future temple, a
purified priesthood who will do all God's will, a land of Israel revised and
reorganized, a land to glorify the Lord who will be there. If the measurements given
are to be taken literally, and if the river that flows from the presence of God is to flow
as described (Ezek.47:1-12), some tremendous topographical changes are to take place
at the coming back to earth of the Lord Jesus. We know from other scriptures that that
will be so (e.g. Zech.14:4,10). Whether they will be sufficient to accommodate all
Ezekiel's measurements or whether some of them are in some way symbolic we will
have to leave for the moment, but will revisit the problem in a future article. However,
for your thought meantime, the Jordan River would have to be removed some miles to
the east to accommodate the seemingly newly situated city of Jerusalem and the
portion of the prince and surrounding areas. The river that flows from the presence of
God and His house would have to flow upwards to get to the Dead Sea. Nothing is
impossible with God, of course, but there may be some presently hidden symbolism
seen in Ezekiel's vision. These things do, after all, appear in a vision, and the two
previous visions are largely symbolic as we have seen. These are things we can wonder
at leisure, but there are matters we can understand that will provide ample lessons for
us meantime.

In spite of topographical questions, the river that flows at varying depths and brings
such purity and healing wherever it goes, seems physical rather than simply symbolic,
and is a continuing example of the presence and blessing of the LORD. Zechariah
(Zech.14:8) afterwards tells us that the river will flow west to the Mediterranean as
well as east to the Jordan. Joel (Joel 3:18) predates Ezekiel in his mention also of that
river. As with all blessings, whether physical or spiritual, that flow from the presence of
God, they grow as they go, bringing life to the dead and supporting life everywhere that
they touch. Even the Dead Sea, six times saltier than the ocean, will spring to life, fresh
from the presence of God. One can stand to the side of divine blessing, and like the
fishermen cast nets and reap bounty. The angelic messenger led Ezekiel right through
the river; water to swim in invite us to experience yet greater depths of the blessings of
God, not only in sweet millennial days, but in the present.
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It's Reasonable, After All!

Brian Johnston, Leigh, England

The Bible's view of our spirituality is consistent with the use of (sanctified) reason, for
the word from which we get our word 'logic(al)' is found in two key New Testament
contexts. It seems plain that its basic meaning has to do with weighing up words (Gk.
'logos' = word) and the reasoning process associated with that.

The first occurrence of this 'logical word' is in Rom.12:1, where we are told to present
your bodies a living and holy sacrifice...which is your spiritual [lit. reasonable]
service of worship. This presentation of our bodies as living sacrifices can only be
realized in practical terms by the rational decisions we each make in life, all of which
have a distinct bearing on how we serve the Lord.

Our mind plays a key role in this, for the next verse refers to the danger of us allowing
worldly thought patterns to impact the quality of our decision-making in service for
the Lord. To guard against this danger, we must allow the renewing of our minds, so
we can truly affirm that God's will really is best for us. That is a judgement that reflects
'spiritual logic', not worldly logic.

A daily intake of God's Word will help us achieve this, for after stating that the living
and enduring word of God has brought us new life (1 Pet.1:23), Peter goes on to say
that we should desire the pure milk of the word or, literally, the reason-nourishing
milk (1 Pet.2:2). By drinking in the reason-nourishing milk of God's Word, our
perceptive abilities are adjusted from the influence of worldly thinking.

Clear spiritual reasoning is vital for dynamic growth in our relationship with the Lord
and living His will to the hilt in our service.

2007-60



Bible Covenants

6. The Levitical Priesthood

Leonard Ross, Aberdeen, Scotland

"Simeon and Levi are brothers:
instruments of cruelty...

...In their anger they slew a man,

and in their self-will...

Cursed be their anger, for it is fierce;
and their wrath, for it is cruel!

I will divide them in Jacob

and scatter them in Israel." (Gen.49:5-7)

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: "Bring the tribe of Levi near, and present them
before Aaron the priest, that they may serve him" (Num.3:5-6).

In all spiritual service the initiative is with God. The history of the tribe of Levi shows this.
Why Levi? Cruelty, selfishness, anger and wrath characterized Levi, the third son of Jacob
and Leah, and Leah herself was certainly not Jacob's first choice! Leah was unloved
(Gen.29:31). Why Levi? Why you and why me? Why has God embraced us in His love?
Answer that, and we begin to understand the 'why' of the choice of Levi. We have to
conclude that it is all of grace -divine grace - the grace of God. Levi means 'joined’, but it
was his 'scattering' which was to be such a blessing to the nation of Israel. Joined to God by
a covenant of life and peace, walking with God in peace and equity, and turning many away
from iniquity (Mal.2:5-6). What a turn around, all due to the initiative of God's grace.

God's call

Obedience to God results in blessing and, as we saw last month, for the nation of Israel
their declaration of
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Bible Covenants

obedience gave them the honourable status of being a special treasure...a kingdom of
priests and a holy nation (Ex.19:5-6) and Ex.19:22 speaks about priests who come near the
LORD. These were the young men of the children of Israel who offered burnt offerings and
sacrificed peace offerings, who in all probability were the firstborn, those consecrated to
the Lord (Ex.13:2; Ex.24:5). "All that the LORD has spoken we will do." was the response
of Israel to the Lord's command (Ex.24:7), but perhaps only the tribe of Levi lived out these
words in practice. Declarations of obedience to God are soon tested (in every generation),
and Ex.32 is the sorry account of how Israel failed so miserably, and so soon, to keep their
declared promise. Yet, out of this tragedy of the golden calf incident, the tribe of Levi
emerges as doers of the word, and not hearers only (Jas.1:22), responding to the call of
Moses (himself a Levite): "Whoever is on the LORD'S side - come to me." to execute
judgement upon sinning Israel (Ex.32:26).

And thus the LORD declares, "I Myself have taken the Levites from among the children of
Israel instead of every firstborn...Therefore the Levites shall be Mine, because all the
firstborn are Mine."” (Num.3:12-13).

And from the tribe of Levi God selects Aaron and his sons to minister to Him as priests
(Ex.28:1), "And you shall give the Levites to Aaron and his sons, they are given entirely to
him from among the children of Israel” (Num.3:9), given to Aaron as a gift to do the work
of the tabernacle. 'Thus the covenant of Levi can doubtless best be understood as the
vesting of the priesthood in perpetuity in the male descendants of Aaron and the gift of all
other aspects of the service of the house of God as committed to the male descendants of
the rest of the tribe of Levi' (Needed Truth, 1987, p.30).

God's care

When God calls. He also provides. Not always the provision that would appeal to the
natural man. "You shall have no inheritance in their land, nor shall you have any portion
among them " (Num.18:20). To a people to whom land would be so important, this may
have hardly seemed a blessing, but it was in their 'scattering' that the Levites were to be a
blessing to Israel, integrated into the daily lives of the other tribes. No inheritance in the
land, perhaps, but the LORD had said, "I am your portion and your inheritance among the
children of Israel” (Num.18:20). God does provide, and there was a practical outworking of
His promise as the Levites were given cities to dwell in from the inheritance of their
(Israel's) possession, and...also...common land around the cities (Num.35:2). Forty-eight
cities in all, six of which were cities of refuge and probably not exclusive to them but
shared with their brethren of the other tribes. Furthermore, Israel was commanded, "do not
forsake the Levite as
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long as you live in your land" (Deut.12:19); they were to receive all the tithes in Israel...in
return for the work which they perform, the work of the tabernacle of meeting (Num.18:21).
The Levites themselves were then required to give to the Lord a tenth of the tithe they
received...those who preach the gospel should live from the gospel (1 Cor.9:14) but still
have the responsibility to honour the Lord with their possessions. God calls, God cares,
God requires.

God's covenant responsibilities

The sons of Levi were Gershon, Kohath and Merari, and specific responsibilities were
given to each of these families. In the overall arrangement of the camp of Israel they had a
privileged position. The twelve tribes were to camp some distance from the tabernacle but
the family of Levi were near' encamped around the tabernacle of the Testimony, that there
may be no wrath on the congregation (Num.1:53), occupying a place between the people
and God dwelling in the midst of His people.

Privilege brings responsibility, and they had purified themselves and washed their clothes
and had been presented by Aaron as a wave offering. Those who bear the vessels of the
Lord must be clean (Isa.52:11), and these men dare not compromise their holiness. Whether
Israel appreciated it or not, it was essential for their well-being that the Levites honoured
God in their lives and in their behaviour - they belonged to God. Like ourselves who are
born again, we are not [our] own...[we] were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in
[our] body (1 Cor.6:19-20). Privilege and responsibility. None of us lives to himself...if we
live, we live to the Lord...whether we live or die, we are the Lord's (Rom.14:7,8). As salt of
the earth, disciples today have such a responsibility, as partakers of another covenant, to
live in holiness and righteousness before Him all the days of our life (Lk.1:75; Eph.1:4;
Phil.2:15).

The Levites were 'near' to God in their encampment, and in the midst of Israel when on the
march (see Num.10). Each of the families had specific items of the tabernacle to carry;
Gershon and Merari had wagons and oxen to help, but no such assistance was given to
Kohath because theirs was the service of the holy things, which they carried on their
shoulders (Num.7:9). They felt the weight of responsibility. Whilst it was the Kohathites
who carried the most holy things, the service of the Gershonites and Merarites was no less
important. All the vessels of the Lord, every aspect of divine service is important, and has
to be treated as 'holy'. That some have greater responsibility in churches of God than others
is true - and God gives the grace to enable such
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- but each of us is important in the service of God's house and this demands a standard of
life beyond reproach, a considerable challenge living as we do in an ungodly world!

The Levites also had a teaching and advisory role to fulfil, as Deut.17:8-13; Deut.21:5;
Deut.24:8; 2 Chron.17:8-9 and 2 Chron.35:3 show. Remove this, and things begin to go
wrong, and this is the sad message of Malachi. The divine longing was that My covenant
with Levi may continue, so that His people would enjoy blessing. Life and peace, truth and
righteousness, knowledge of God's law, zeal to teach it, God longed to see it expressed in
the lives of His messengers (Mal.2:4-8). But it was not to be: the 'flesh’, the natural man
intrudes and the result is spiritual deterioration. "You have caused many to stumble...You
have corrupted the covenant of Levi". False prophets then, and now, can cause spiritual
havoc amongst the people of God (see 2 Pet.2:1-2).

Conclusion

The principles involved in God's covenant with the Levites have relevance to all Christians
in 2007, and certainly to ourselves who are in churches of God. We aspire to be like
Nehemiah who, in addressing major issues in Israel, revived the principle of the covenant
of Levi (see Neh.13); we learn the need of regular and consistent teaching of that faith,
once for all delivered (Jude 3); we heed the exhortation, indeed the command as He who
called you is holy, you also he holy in all your conduct (1 Pet.1:15); we are challenged to be
like the Levites who, though no longer physically carrying the tabernacle stood every
morning to thank and praise the Lord, and likewise at evening...attend[ing] to the needs of
the holy place...and the needs of...their brethren in the work of the house of the
LORD...keep[ing] the command (charge) of the LORD. (1 Chron.23:28-32; 2 Chron.13:11).

Like them, may we be disciples who live 'near'.
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The Ministry of Angels

6. The Ministry of Angels to
the Lord

Karl Smith, Buckhaven, Scotland

Angels were closely involved with the Lord Jesus' life of service on this earth, from before
His birth to after His return into heaven. After they announced His coming (Matt.1:20-23;
Lk.1:26-38; 2:9-15), they spoke twice more to Joseph (Matt.2:13,19) to make sure He was
protected from the evil that Herod was plotting against Him. The family were warned to
escape to Egypt and informed that they could safely come back to Nazareth once the king
was dead.

The angels would have considered it a great honour to be involved in protecting their Lord.
Satan quoted the promise of Ps.91 to provoke the Lord into displaying His power
prematurely: ""He will command his angels concerning you...On their hands they will bear
you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.'" (Matt.4:6).

They would indeed have been delighted to rush to His aid rather than see their Creator
come to any harm, but He had not come to promote His cause by a grand self-advertising
gesture like this. That particular call for help never came.

At the end of His temptations in the desert, however, angels were allowed to help Him:
Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him (Matt.4:11).

It is the nature of angels to serve. The writer to the Hebrews asks, Are they not all
ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake of those who are to inherit salvation?
(Heb.1:14) Apart from Satan and his fallen
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angels, they do not consider it beneath their dignity even to serve us, so how glad they must
have been to have an opportunity of serving their Lord? What they did to help Him is not
spelled out. After forty days of fasting, He must have been extremely weak physically and
perhaps they provided for these needs. How amazing that we too can have this angelic
privilege of serving Him like Peter's mother-in-law (Matt.8:15) and the women who
provided for Him practically (Lk.8:3)! In a future time those who cater for the hungry and
thirsty, clothe the poor and visit the sick and imprisoned will be reckoned to have
ministered to Him (Matt.25:44).

Luke's Gospel records another touching moment of angelic service in the Garden of
Gethsemane: And there appeared to him an angel from heaven, strengthening him.
(Lk.22:43)

If ever He needed strength it was at this moment. He had been thinking of the horrors that
awaited Him next day at the cross and it had had a strong physiological effect on Him, as
mental suffering so often does. This was so intense that His sweat fell like great drops of
blood (Lk.22:44). The word for strengthened is used in only one other place in the New
Testament, when Saul, after the weakness of his conversion experience, took food and was
strengthened (Acts 9:19). Perhaps the angels again provided the means of physical
refreshment in this traumatic time. At any rate, they were there serving while even His
closest disciples slept (Lk.22:45).

Later that night they were waiting to protect Him again. Imagine their anger as they
watched evil men laying their hands on the Lord Jesus to take Him roughly away to a
blasphemous, rigged trial and a shameful death. Peter's sword was perhaps not the only one
drawn; the armies of heaven must have been longing to intervene, poised to strike, just
waiting for the word to unleash their fury at this outrageous injustice. He Himself asked:
"Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me twelve
legions of angels? But how then should the Scriptures be fulfilled...?" (Matt.26:53-54).

Once again, the call never came. He had a purpose in going to the cross and nothing was
going to prevent Him from fulfilling it. He was going to Calvary to die for your sins and
mine and there was no way He was going to draw upon this special help, to which He was
completely entitled. He did not have to die in our place: He entered into it willingly because
of His great love for us. Praise God for the times He sent His angels to care for His Son,
just as He sends them to care for our needs throughout our lives. But praise God even more
for the time He did not send them, because that's when we see His care for us most clearly
in action.

(Bible quotations are from the English Standard Version.)
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Focus

Changing Climate Patterns

George Prasher, Manchester, England

Formidable evidence that world climatic conditions are changing significantly finds
increasing acceptance among scientists, many national governments and industrial leaders.

One telling statistic confirms that 'of the twelve warmest years on record, eleven occurred
between 1995 and 2006'. Extensive ice fields are breaking away from the north polar ice
cap to be absorbed in the waters of the North Atlantic Ocean. A similar breakaway from the
world's southern ice cap in Antarctica adds further to the volume of ocean waters. Rivers
originating in high mountain ranges are swollen by the increased amount of water from
snow and ice melting at higher altitudes as global warming progresses.

These trends are attributed to the vastly increased amount of carbon dioxide being released
into the atmosphere as a result of modern transportation, industrial activity, standards of
housing and business demands The excessive emission of so-called greenhouse gases
affects the atmospheric balance, causing the retention of solar heat which would otherwise
radiate away. The levels of emission are necessarily far higher in industrial countries and
areas where housing standards involve the use of more machinery in domestic equipment.
Rapid industrial development in China and India during the past decade has been an
important factor. The Chinese are building new coal-fired power plants at the amazing rate
of one every week, and the efficiency of these plants in limiting greenhouse gas emissions
is considerably less than could be achieved through more advanced technology.

Low-lying coastal areas are of course most endangered by higher sea levels. Such countries
as Holland have for centuries had to battle against the encroachment of the sea. The Dutch
have developed a system described as
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'Living with Water', allowing certain areas to flood in order to relieve pressure on defences
covering more populated areas. Recognizing the effects of global warming they now plan to
invest heavily in strengthening their coastal flood-defence system.

On the other side of the world Bangladesh too has always had to cope with flooding. It
faces the Bay of Bengal where sea levels are now rising and drains much of the melted
snow from the great range of the Himalayan Mountains. It's ironic that the rich countries of
the world are mainly responsible for global warming, but poor countries such as
Bangladesh may often have to bear the brunt of resulting climate changes. Britain is in fact
subsidising a programme in Bangladesh that will raise roads, wells and houses above the
level of the last major flood.

Against this background of modern climate change we're reminded of God's review of His
perfectly balanced creation: then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was
very good (Gen.1:31). On the sixth day of creation He had created man in His own
image;...male and female He created them...Then God blessed them, and God said to them,
"Be fruitful and multiply, fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over...every living
thing that moves on the earth” (Gen.1:27,28). David wrote in similar strain: What is man
that You are mindful of him, and the son of man that You visit him?...You have made him to
have dominion over the works of Your hands; You have put all things under his
feet...(Ps.8:4,6). How sad that the wide range of authority delegated by God to mankind in
relation to His creation has so often been misused! Through Jeremiah God protested to His
people Israel:

'Do you not fear Me?' says the LORD, 'Will you not tremble at My presence, Who have
placed the sand as the bound of the sea, by a perpetual decree, that it cannot pass beyond
it? And though its waves toss to and fro, yet they cannot

prevail; though they roar, yet they cannot pass over it. But this people has a defiant and
rebellious heart,...They do not say in their heart, "Let us now

fear the LORD our God"...Your iniquities have turned these things away, and

your sins have withheld good from you (Jer.5:22-25).

Yet despite human failure a faithful Creator remains abidingly true to His covenant promise
through Noah:

"While the earth remains,

Seedtime and harvest,

Cold and heat,

Winter and summer,

And day and night

Shall not cease” (Gen.§8:22).
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Getting to know God through Ezekiel

6. ‘Of Him all the prophets bear
witness’

Edwin Neely, Brantford, Canada

Lest we become mesmerized with the vast variety of the depiction of things and places in
Ezekiel's book, we need to remind ourselves that he also portrays the Lord Jesus Christ, as
did all the prophets (Acts 10:43), as did all the Scriptures (Lk.24:27). Some prophets, like
Jonah, became a sign; some like Isaiah, spoke direct prophecies; some, like Ezekiel saw
visions and told parables that exalted Christ. A brief examination of some things that
Ezekiel saw and did and said will teach us something or at least remind us of what God sees
in His Holy Servant, His well-beloved Son.

Ezekiel begins his book as he did his ministry with the heavens being opened and seeing
the appearance of the likeness of God in various visions. Perfect servants depicted in the
symbolic likeness of the form of cherubim along with their mysterious wheels became the
chariot of the One seated on a throne above them in his vision. God, who needs none to
support or transport, in grace uses His servants to participate in His actions. Their bodies
were perfectly suited to their calling and displayed their abilities. As servants of God they
must reflect the likeness of the One they served. Their four faces depicted four
characteristics of Christ also seen by the Gospel writers in their New Testament books:
Matthew writes of Christ the King, seen in the face of the stately lion in Ezekiel's vision;
Mark portrays the Serving Christ, seen in the face of ox or cherub; Luke, Christ the Man as
portrayed in the face of the man seen by the prophet; John, the Son of God, as depicted by
Ezekiel's eagle. These four 'faces' of Christ are again seen as the various prophets declare
Him to be the branch from the stem of Jesse, the royal line (Isa.11:1),
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"My servant the Branch" (Zech.3:8), "Behold, a man whose name is Branch" (Zech.6:12),
and "In that day the Branch of the LORD will be beautiful and glorious,” the Son of God
(Isa.4:2). We marvel as we meditate on Ezekiel's words: and this was their appearance:
they had human form (Ezek.1:5). That the same should ever have been said concerning
Christ (Phil.2:7) and that He should retain that in heaven today, the Man upon the throne, is
even more astounding than the mysterious visions of the likeness of God in Ezekiel's book.
That man on earth can likewise exemplify Christ is equally astounding. Ezekiel himself
becomes a picture of Christ in some of the things reported of him and in some of his object
lessons to guilty Israel. He was carried about by the Spirit (Ezek.3:14; Matt.4:1); he came
to where the captives sat and sat there (Ezek.3:15; Jn 1:11); he was obedient to every call of
God (Ezek.12:7; Phil.2:8), eating the scroll written front and back with lamentations,
mourning and woe, reminding us of the Man of Sorrows whose life progressed with strong
crying and tears. Christ, like Ezekiel, knew the sweetness of the word as He consumed it;
like John (Rev.10:9,10). He knew the bitterness that the word would bring to Him as He
fulfilled it. Being made a watchman to iniquitous men, their blood required at his hand,
lying bound as with ropes, unable to move save in obedience to the commands of God and
mute save for the words that the Lord gave him to speak, and bearing the iniquity of those
who passed disinterestedly by - the whole picture of Ezekiel's life seemed to be a reliving of
Isa.53, a picture of the life and suffering of Christ. Judah would see his sorrows; "As for
you, son of man, groan with breaking heart and bitter grief, groan in their sight"
(Ezek.21:6,7). "Cry out and wail, son of man" is a preview of the Lord's descent from the
top of Olivet, mourning over what might have been in Jerusalem, "Jerusalem,
Jerusalem,...How often I wanted to gather...and you were unwilling" (Matt.23:37)!

Then in chapter five a sharp sword must again take the measure of Jerusalem's judgement
and dispersal. Ezekiel's shaving sword was the same word that he used 83 times in the book
for the sword used mostly in judgement. His hair removal portrayed the city's destruction.
A third of the hair was to be burnt, a third smitten with the sword, a third scattered to the
winds and chased by the sword, and only a few bound in one of the edges of Ezekiel's robes
for safekeeping. The eradication of Judah's pernicious idolatry, its high places, its apostasy,
would shortly bring the fire and sword to her. Only a very few inhabitants would eventually
be spared, and that only because of the tender mercy of God. Ezekiel clapped his hands as
ordered by God, not in pleasure but in derision, to make the people know that God is the
Lord, the only One to be worshipped, the supreme authority. Christ, like Ezekiel, took the
measure of sins, only this time of the world. The sword instead of shaving Him was
plunged into His bosom (Zech.13:7). Unlike Ezekiel who saw so little of blessing, He shall
see of the travail of His soul and be satisfied (Isa.53:11).

There were some in the land who actually believed Ezekiel's prophecies. They just
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couldn't convince themselves of an early fulfilment (Ezek.12:27). Satan has three great lies:
there is no heaven; there is no hell; there is no hurry! The last one may claim more souls
than the other two, and also affect believers in their service. Peter, speaking seriously about
the consummation of the age prescribes urgency to all; although the Lord is longsuffering,
not wishing any to perish, but all to come to repentance, the time is at hand (2 Pet.3:3-10)!

On the day that Nebuchadnezzar began the final siege of Jerusalem, Ezekiel proclaimed a
parable to the captives in Babylonia. It was on the 10th of the 10th month. The number ten
is so often associated with judgement in Scripture. A large pot made of bronze (also
associated with judgement) with water poured into it was put on a pile of flaming wood so
that the water might boil vigorously (Ezek.24:6-11). Into the water were put choice cuts of
lamb and the bones and spices. The whole would be consumed or removed, the bones
burned, and still the pot would be heated until the bronze glowed in the heat. The pot and
contents depicted Jerusalem and inhabitants. Their rust must be consumed in the flaming
fervency. The lesson of complete destruction was evident. But think for a moment of the
One who some five hundred years later bore Jerusalem's judgement and that of the world,
the Lamb whose bones were afflicted with fire from on high (Lam.1:13), when He who
could suffer infinitely was judged infinitely. There was no rust on His part to be consumed.
Satan had nothing in Him. Our own hearts are consumed with joy mingled with sorrow and
appreciation as we try to enter into the scene. This scene with the pot was followed by the
sudden announcement of the taking away of the desire of Ezekiel's life, his wife, with a
blow (Ezek.24:16). One shudders at the pain of one doing such good and yet bearing such
sorrow. "Look and see if there is any pain like my pain which was severely dealt out to
me..." (Lam.1:12). "Remember my affliction and my wandering, the wormwood and
bitterness” (Lam.3:19). All this was done so that Israel might know "...when it comes then
you will know that I am the LORD GOD" (Ezek.24:24).

The vision of the valley of dry bones has often been used as a lesson in Gospel preaching.
As in creation (Gen.2:7) the breath of God alone could bring life, and Ezekiel's vision of
bleached, dry bones scattered through a huge valley, speaking of the condition of Israel,
needed that breath to bring back life. Ezekiel was the instrument used to bring the breath
through his prophecy (Ezek.37:10). The bones, unburied, and that in itself an abomination,
then came together, bone to its bone; muscle and flesh followed and then the bones stood
and lived. The vision illustrated what God could and would do to Israel to restore their
place and glory in times yet future (Jer.31:33; Jer.33:14-16; Matt.24:30,31). Linked with
this vision was a picture of Israel as two sticks, sticks that should be united into one, never
to be separated again. These will be together under one shepherd, David. But none of this
could be accomplished apart from the King who will reign, the King whom Israel rejected,
but who will be received and worshipped in that future day.
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The Holiness Rainbow

Brian Johnston, Leigh, England

In their visions of God, the apostle John (Rev.4:3) and the priest Ezekiel (Ezek.1:26-28),
saw a rainbow around God's throne, as if setting it apart. Isaiah, in his vision of Isa.6,
makes no mention of such, but the idea of Isaiah's 'holiness rainbow' may commend itself.

If we dip into any reputable Bible dictionary to look up the basic idea contained in the word
'holiness' - in either the Old or New Testaments of our Bible - we'll find we're told that it's a
word expressing everything that sets God apart from us.

Here in Isaiah's vision are five realities which set God apart from us: His lordship or
sovereignty (the Lord sitting on a throne, Isa.6:1); His greatness or unique worthiness to be
worshipped (Seraphim stood...and said, 1sa.6:2,3); the fact that there's nowhere we can
escape from the evidence of His omnipresence (the whole earth is full of His glory, 1sa.6:3);
most obviously His purity ("Woe is me," Isa.6:5); and most remarkably, His mercy ("your
sin is forgiven," Isa.6:7).!

As light comprises seven distinct colours; holiness was revealed here to Isaiah as
comprising five distinct attributes, blending together into one overall idea: that of God's
difference from us. They form what we might call the 'holiness rainbow': the spectrum of
God's total 'otherness'.

In Jesus, God has come in flesh, a much fuller revelation than that of the resemblances
Ezekiel, John or Isaiah were privileged to see. The humanity of the Lord Jesus has become
the perfect prism to allow us to see most clearly, and in perfect balance, the whole spectrum
of qualities that comprise God's transcendent 'otherness', His holiness.

Ref (1): Laid-back religion?, J.I. Packer, 1 VP, 1987, p.36
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Bible Covenants
7. Covenant Renewal

Greg Neely, Toronto, Canada

At one hundred and twenty years old, Moses stood before the people of Israel
including mainly those who had been born in the wilderness, and spoke to them about
the covenant of God with those whom He had chosen to be His people. As they now
stood on the brink of their entrance into the land of promise, Palestine, Moses
spoke these words to them: "You stand today, all of you, before the LORD your
God:...that you may enter into the covenant with the LORD your God, and into His
oath which the LORD your God is making with you today, in order that He may
establish you today as His people and that He may be your God, just as He spoke to you
and as He swore to your fathers..." (Deut.29:10,12,13).

The blessings and curses of the Mosaic covenant had been reviewed with them
(Deut.28). This covenant (known as the Palestinian covenant) was a new covenant
made with this specific people who stood there expectantly that day awaiting the
dramatic entrance into this land to which they had been heading for decades. Their
fathers had failed in keeping the covenant of Sinai and had died as a result, never having
seen the promise of it fulfilled. The Abrahamic covenant (Gen.15:18) had much more
far reaching consequences than to just those people of that day (even to our own day
and generation, Gal.3:6-9, and to a future day for Israel). Yet in the wonder of God's
dealing with men, and in light of those two previous covenants, they were given this
Palestinian covenant. While God's covenant through Moses brought the
responsibility of obedience to inhabit the land, the people failed and were scattered
among the
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nations, a fact still evident in our own day. Nehemiah recounts the sad litany of Israel's
rebellion and evidences the curse of which the covenant spoke: "But they became
disobedient...therefore Thou didst deliver them into the hand of their oppressors who
oppressed them" (Neh.9:26,27). This renewed covenant with this younger generation,
however, focused more on what God was going to do than what Israel was supposed to
do. That they would fail is history! That God will succeed is guaranteed.

Renewal, returning, rejoicing

So Deut.30 brings the promise of renewal, of returning, of rejoicing! Four promises of
God are made to the people. Firstly, when the people turn again to the LORD and
recall His unalterable word to them in covenant " then the LORD your God will restore
you from captivity, and have compassion on you, and will gather you again from all the
peoples where the LORD your God has scattered you" (Deut.30:3). Secondly, the Lord
would circumcise their hearts to devotion to Jehovah their God (Deut.30:6). They
would love the Lord with all their heart and soul. Thirdly, He would judge their
enemies with curses (cf. Deut.7:15). Fourthly, they would obey the Lord and He would
prosper them in their obedience (Deut.30:8,9). "For this commandment which I
command you today is not too difficult for you, nor is it out of reach" (Deut.30:11).
Perhaps Israel saw partial fulfilment of the promise in Nehemiah's day, after decades of
captivity, when they were again allowed back into the land to rebuild the city of
Jerusalem and the temple of God. But again in 70 AD they were overrun by the Romans
and the full effect of these promises has not been seen. But there is coming a day when
the Lord will stand on the Mount of Olives at the end of the great tribulation: "And
then they will see THE SON OF MAN COMING IN CLOUDS with great power and
glory. And then He will send forth the angels and will gather together His elect from the
four winds, from the farthest end of earth, to the farthest end of heaven" (Mk.13:26,27).
Then will the promise and blessing of this Palestinian covenant have full effect for
the people and land of Israel.

Amen

God's covenant with Abraham was based on Abraham's faith (Gen.15:6) with no
conditions of obedience to realize the blessings to come. When Abraham said,
"Amen" (the word in Hebrew for 'believed') to God's promise of descendants, in
spite of having no offspring, God was very pleased. The land for his offspring
generations later was guaranteed! When the people of Israel gathered at Sinai
hundreds of years later to listen to God's conditions for blessing, they said, "Amen" to
them (Ex.24:7) and the blood of the covenant was sprinkled on them and on the
requirements to which they had just agreed.

2007-74



The land was guaranteed! When they lost it due to their inability to keep the promises
they had made to God, He kept His promises to them and they were driven from the
land. That law (and Israel's inability to keep it) did not invalidate the covenant
promise made to Abraham, however (Gal.3:17). When God makes a promise, God
keeps His promise! He always has a plan and it is a plan that no one can thwart.
Renewal is something in which God is deeply involved and which thrills His heart.
And the ultimate renewal for Israel, as with every man, woman or child, is that which
comes through Abraham's seed, God incarnate, the Lord Jesus Christ (Gal.3:16). The
unconditional nature of God's covenant with Abraham was not thwarted by the
conditional covenant with the people at Sinai which they could not keep, though their
prosperity was certainly affected by their lack of obedience. And in this Palestinian
covenant, the promises were based on God even while prosperity was based on
obedience.

The apple of His eye

God will bring the Jewish people back to Israel. No one and nothing can stop the
covenant-making, covenant-keeping God from fulfilling His purposes in Israel
(Ps.33:10,11). Zech.2:8 declares what God feels for His people, the very reason He
brought them into covenant relationship with Himself: "...he who touches you, touches
the apple of His eye” (vv.10,12). But more than that is the blessing that will occur in
Israel, not because the people are restored and the covenant renewed, but because of
who else dwells there:

"Sing for joy and be glad, O daughter of Zion,
for behold I am coming and I will dwell in your midst,"

declares the LORD...

"And the LORD will possess Judah as His portion in the holy land,

and will again choose Jerusalem."

There can be no greater blessing for any person or nation than to know that in their very
midst dwells the glorified Lord. How true indeed the words of the unknown psalmist
when he exults:

Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD,

the people whom He has chosen for His own inheritance (Ps.33:12).
Obedience and disobedience - blessings and curses

That same psalmist reiterates what Moses reminded those relatively youthful people that
day in the wilderness: Behold the eye of the LORD is on those who fear Him, on those
who hope for His lovingkindness... (Ps.33:18). Abraham
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realized it; the people at Sinai realized it (though they quickly forgot or ignored it)
and these people at the entrance to the land were reminded of it. Joshua stood before
them years later, after they had entered the land and made conquest of it, and again
reminded them that obedience would bring blessing whereas disobedience would bring
harm. He recounted in their hearing what God had done from Abraham's day through to
their own day in bringing them to this land. The people again vowed to do what history
reveals they repeatedly failed to achieve: "We will serve the LORD our God and we
will obey His voice" (Josh.24:24). So Joshua made a covenant with them that day
(Josh.24:25). It was reminiscent of what Moses had done when he too had written down
the words of the Lord and set a witness against them (Deut.31:26). They would fail; it
was only a matter of time before they would again let the Lord down and bring harm
upon themselves. Time and time again it occurred. And the written word testified
against them. It always does, in whatever dispensation, in whatever nation, in
whatever good intention is expressed.

Better things to come

But there is One who is the mediator of a better covenant, enacted upon better promises
(Heb.8:6)! For Judah and Israel, the time of the Lord's return to earth will bring aspects
of this new covenant for them which will cause...all Israel [to be] saved (Rom.11:26).
The Lord will be their kinsman-redeemer (Isa.59:20), one related by blood, one
reason for His incarnation (Heb.2:14). Renewed by the transforming presence among
them of deity incarnate, they will "...all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of
them...for 1 will forgive their iniquity, and their sin 1 will remember no more"
(Jer.31:34). Recognition of and belief in the One whom they pierced (Zech.12:10)
will cause Israel to mourn and subsequently be cleansed. Her enemies will be
destroyed as the pierced feet of Christ touch the Mount of Olives and He comes to
reign. And the LORD will be king over all the earth; in that day the Lord will be the
only one, and His name the only one (Zech.14:9).

And what of us who are not of Isracl? He mediates a better covenant with better
promises for us today. No need to wait with longing for renewal. The current rejection
by Israel of their Messiah is salvation to us (Rom.11:15). For God has shut up all in
disobedience that He might show mercy to all (Rom.11:32). What a covenant! What
arenewal! What a Redeemer!
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The Ministry of Angels

7. Angels as associated with
the House of God

Jim Bell, Vancouver, Canada

It is, perhaps, too simple or self-gratifying to feel that those who are in the house of
God are its only privileged associates. Scripture teaches plainly that angels do have an
integral role in regard to this House. Angels have background links to God's people,
connections to the Old Testament House, as well as associations with the New
Testament House.

In many Old Testament scriptures there is mention of the 'Angel of the Lord'. It is
apparent that in some instances this may refer directly to deity although in other places
a messenger of deity, acting in the name of deity, may be understood to be involved.
We will not make this point for each of the citations in this short article, and trust
readers will accept that applying references to the Angel of the Lord is not in any way
intended to detract from the possibility that deity is directly or indirectly in view.

As early as in the life of Isaac, God intended a role for angels in the initiation of His
people. In Gen.24:7 the search for Isaac's wife involved a role that angels could play in
prospering the search, and by extension the creation of God's people. Furthermore, in
Jdgs.2:1-4, we learn that God used angels as one way to address His people. As we
delve deeper into this medium of communication, we also see that at the burning bush,
Moses met an angel directing him to God's people in Egypt. Because of that angelic
message, Moses initiated their escape. After this escape was effected, God used
angels to assist in the deliverance of the Law. Ps.68:17 infers that there
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were angelic thousands at Sinai, presumably as Moses was receiving the tablets of
the Law, verifiable from Deut.33:2 when Moses said, " the Lord came from Sinai...He
shone forth from Mount Paran and he came from the midst of 10,000 holy ones." Also,
Gal.3:19 teaches that the Law was ordained through angels, the reference acting as
proof of the integral role which angels played. Zechariah (Zech.1:14) tells that the
angels told him that God was jealous for Zion; angels, as messengers, worked as a link
between God and His people. Finally, Daniel (Dan.8:13) hears the 'holy ones'
discussing when visions for the future will be fulfilled. Daniel had seen how
important the angels are in their association with the house of God.

Apart from these general references about the association of angels with God's people,
these holy ones also played a role in the initiation, the establishment, and even the
physical function of the tabernacle. In addition to their presence during the Exodus
(Ex.14:19), the images of angelic beings were constantly before the eyes of the
priests entering the tabernacle. On the curtains of the tabernacle the skilful men wove
cherubim into the linen, with the blue and purple and scarlet; these embroidered images
of angels were on these curtains and on the veil (except for the entrance curtain). The
people would also know that on the Ark of the Covenant, cherubim/angels looked
constantly on the mercy seat (Ex.25:17-20). Not only in the tabernacle, but also in the
temple were these angels featured. Isaiah speaks of seeing and hearing the Seraphim,
and Ezekiel speaks of living beings with four faces/wings (Isa.1:4-13). God wished
that His people would have these holy ones before their minds to create a tangible
reminder of Himself.

Moving into the New Testament, we see the importance of the association of angels in
the house of God. Peter confirms that the gospel was sent from heaven and that even
angels desire to look into it. In Acts 8:26, we see a specific sample of an angel's role
in the furtherance of the gospel. It was an angel who sent Philip to meet the
Ethiopian eunuch prior to the latter's baptism. Arriving at Revelation, we read of the
angels of the churches. Who these angels are is not entirely certain. Some feel that
they are heavenly beings; others feel they are symbolic of overseers. Even in the
functioning of a church of God, the angels play their role. We learn in 1 Cor.11:10 that
women in a church are to wear their head coverings because of the angels. Finally,
there is the heavenly tabernacle/heavenly Jerusalem (Heb.12:22) which the holy ones
surround; the same image is presented in Rev.5:2; Rev.8:2 when John sees them
around the heavenly throne.

From this short study, we, as saints in God's house, can deduce that we are not alone. The
angels have undoubtedly a direct association with us.
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Focus

Martyrdoms in Turkey

George Prasher, Manchester, England

More than 90% of the Turkish population adhere to the Muslim faith, other religions
having relatively small representation.

We recall that the apostle Paul's three great missionary journeys, as recorded in Acts
chapters 13-21, each included extensive travel in territory now within the boundaries of
modern Turkey. Churches of God were established in Derbe, Lystra, Iconium,
Antioch of Pisidia, Ephesus and Troas. Renewed evangelical activity in more recent
times has made considerable impact, leading to the formation of congregations of true
believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.

The country's religious background is reflected in the political situation. Prime Minister
Erdogan has headed an Islamic-leaning government since he was voted into power in
2002. Yet he has been careful to guard against unduly promoting Islamic interests.
His economic reforms and financial policy have revitalized the country's economy.
The Kurdish minority population's rights have been strengthened. The European Union
has been persuaded to commence talks with a view to Turkey's admission to the
Union. In the view of one member of the European Union Parliament's
representatives, Erdogan's party "has done more for the modernisation of Turkey than
all the secular parties in recent years." There is a strong 'secularist' opposition group
which vigilantly protests against any religious influence over Turkey's governmental
policies. In this they are supported by the Army generals who do not hesitate to
interfere in political affairs.

However, despite government attempts to represent Turkey as a country of religious
freedom, there are extreme Muslim groups which foment hatred against Christian
missionaries from other countries and indigenous Turks who confess to being
Christian
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believers. Last April, this hatred was tragically directed against three Christian leaders in
the town of Zirve, some 300 miles north-east of Antioch, the city where disciples of
Christ were first called Christians (Acts: 11:26).

A 46-year-old German missionary, Tillman Geske, was stationed in Zirve with his wife
Susanne and three children. On 18 April 2007, he left home as usual to go to a
publishing office in town where he was preparing notes for a new Turkish study Bible.
There he was joined by 35-year-old Pastor Necati Aydin and a Christian worker, Ugur
Yuksel. They were due to conduct a morning Bible study which several other believers
were expected to attend.

Ten days earlier five young men, all under 20 years of age, had attended an outreach
gospel service Pastor Necati had arranged at a hotel conference room. They were
regarded as 'seekers’, visitors with some interest in the gospel message. They were in
fact members of a 'tarikat', a cell of faithful believers in Islam, and were conspiring to
carry out what they regarded as 'their ultimate act of faith', so expressing their love for
Allah and hatred of 'infidels' who they felt were undermining Islam. Joined by five
others of their age group and persuasion, they arrived for the morning Bible study on
April 18th, secretly carrying guns and knives. Shortly after the study began they
attacked and murdered the German missionary, Pastor Necati and Ugur Yuksel.
When alarm was raised and the police arrived they attempted to escape, but offered no
resistance to arrest.

The attitude of two of the bereaved widows was exemplary. Pastor Necati's wife,
Shemsha, said of her husband: "His death was full of meaning because he died for
Christ...I feel honoured that he was in my life." Susanne Tillman told reporters that she
did not want revenge, and added, "Oh God, forgive them for they know not what they
do." Widely reported by the Turkish media, these Christ-like reactions were an
outstanding testimony to the spirit of the gospel. It has been said that, "the blood of the
martyrs is the seed of the church",' for such powerful testimony to the reality of
Christians' faith has often been used by God to bring about conviction and conversion
of others.

How clearly the Lord Jesus forewarned that His disciples might be called upon to yield
their lives in testimony for Him!

" Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a
sword...and he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. He
who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will find it"
(Matt.10:34,38,39).

Reference: (1) Tertullian (160-225)
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Getting to know God through Ezekiel

7. Judgement on Judah and
Jerusalem

Edwin Neely, Brantford, Canada

The ten tribes of northern Israel had been carried away and dispersed by Assyria about
125 years by the time Ezekiel prophesied. Because the southern kingdom of Judah had
not learned from the sins of the northern kingdom but had perpetuated them in spite of
continuous warnings and instruction she, too, was about to fall. Two incursions by
Nebuchadnezzar had carried away much of Judah's nobility and riches, including
Daniel and Ezekiel. Ezekiel prophesied to those already in captivity, although his
messages concern Jerusalem's downfall and the destruction of neighbouring nations
condemned because of their attitudes to God's house and God's people. Besides clear
sign lessons such as the iron plate set against the depicted city with its sign concerning
the scarcity of bread in Ezek.4, the applying of the sword to the hair of his head and
body in Ezek.5, direct prophecies concerning the idolatrous cause of judgement in
Ezek.6 and warnings about the severity of Jerusalem's judgement in Ezek.7, there
were prophecies through visions told in chapters 8 to 11 and parables in chapters 15-
17, 23 and 24. In the direct prophecies alone the word comes seven times in some
form: "Then you will know that I am the LORD."

The visions include a visionary visit to Jerusalem to the temple, the House of God,
exposing the sin and degradation that impelled severe judgement. At the north gate
of the temple Ezekiel saw an idol that provoked the jealousy of God standing next to
the altar gate (Ezek.8:5). Greater abominations than this breaking of the first
commandment were to be revealed. At the entrance of the court where the elders of
Judah worshipped, were carved all the idols of Israel replete
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with creeping things, detestable beasts and other abominations (Ezek.8:10), and in front of
them the seventy elders offering incense to them. Worse yet, at the gate of the LORD'S
house the women wept for the rites of spring, the death and resurrection of Tammuz
complete with its base immorality (Ezek.8:14). Greater abominations than these were to be
revealed, for the higher the position of those involved and their nearness to the inner courts
of God's house, the greater the responsibility, the greater the sin. Twenty-five priests (were
these the high priest and the twenty-four leaders of song?) with their backs to the LORD and
facing the rising sun were worshipping the creation rather than the Creator (Ezek.8:16).
His eye would have no pity on them in their coming distress. Their prayers would go
unheeded and there would come no pity. In that age or in any other, man cannot with
impunity play fast and loose with the revealed commandments of God. The greater the
position of responsibility, the greater the deserved judgement, not only on those directly
involved, but on all the people. The glory of God must depart from such a people.

Judah and Israel are then described in some basic and earthy language, a parable of an
adulterous woman (Ezek.16). Jerusalem, the city not the people, had its origin with the
Jebusites, which may have been closely associated with Amorites and Hittites. Like a
newborn unattended and left to die, pagan Jerusalem wallowed in blood, but under David's
leadership at God's command she began to live and thrive. God set His house there; she
became His. He brought her to maturity. Her beauty became legendary, magnificent,
queenly. But as a prostitute Jerusalem forgot the One who loved her and set His name
upon her. She set herself after strange gods and abominable practices. Idols and high
places, even child sacrifice (Ezek.16:21,22), consumed her interests. Judgement would of
necessity consume her beauty, her pride and boasting, her people. The analogy goes on and
on. All the characteristics that had applied to the people who were part of her origin were
seen in her (Ezek.16:44) and we wonder at her degeneration, unmindful perhaps that if we
let Satan have any part of his way among God's elect today the analogy would apply to us
as well. Ezekiel continues, linking her with Samaria and Sodom, both of whom had been
steeped in degradation, both of whom had fallen under the supreme judgement of God.
Solomon for his day (Prov.26:11), Peter for ours (2 Pet.2:22), rightly describe one who
would despise such goodness of God and resort to the works of the flesh as dogs returning
to their own vomit. Both of these men write by the Spirit of God! Yet in spite of God's
distaste for the folly of Judah and His determination to punish sin as He must, He still
found room in His heart for forgiveness on the basis of repentance and atonement
(Ezek.16:61). His mercy would restore a remnant; its fullness would materialize in a day
yet future.

Ezekiel is then told to pose a riddle (Heb. 'hidah' - same word as Judges 14:12 and 1
Kgs.10:1), one given in Ezek.17:1-3 and explained in Ezek.17:11-21. Nebuchadnezzar
would continue his attacks on Jerusalem, but once again in the middle of judgement God
remembers mercy. The city would immediately fall, but

2007-82



it would be revived in a day yet future, a kingdom that will produce branches and bear fruit
in millennial times under a King from David's line. This will be a kingdom that rules
the whole world (Dan.2:44; Zech.14:3ff). Glorious days lie ahead for Israel, not because
of her actions, but because of the promises of God made possible through Israel's Messiah
at Calvary. Ezek.18 sets straight the misguided thought that people were to be punished for
the sins of others. While individuals might be adversely affected by others' transgressions,
there remains individual responsibility to God for behaviour. Individual repentance is
required (Ezek.18:30). God has no pleasure in the death of the unrighteous, but pleads yet
for due repentance (Ezek.18:32). Kingly position was no reason for sparing judgement as the
lamentation of Ezek.19 over Jehoahaz who was taken captive by Pharaoh Neco to Egypt (2
Kgs.23:33), and Jehoiachin who was taken to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar (2
Kgs.24:15) clearly shows. Indeed, position brings more responsibility and corresponding
judgement (Jas.3:1), both then and now.

Several chapters follow in which God refuses to answer the cries of Israel's elders, citing a
long list of the nation's rejecting of Him. The day of judgement had come and God speaks
of that in several analogies: God's sword was drawn to smite, a sword sharpened and
polished to make slaughter, one that would flash like lightning. His sword would be
made bare in the sword of Babylon's king. God would overrule in the omens that
Nebuchadnezzar questioned. Jerusalem was next! As well as the picture of death by the
sword, Israel, because of her bloodshed, would be melted in a crucible, a furnace of such
affliction that her dross might be purged. The elders and priests had not distinguished
between the holy and the profane, the clean and the unclean, and were given to dishonest
gain (Ezek.22:26-29). Now the furnace of divine affliction would consume Jerusalem. We
cannot read such chapters without asking ourselves how clearly we distinguish between the
holy and profane, between the clean and unclean.

God then gave Ezekiel and us a parable of two sisters and called them Oholah and Oholibah.
Both names come from 'ohel' the Hebrew word for 'tent'. Oholah means 'her tent' and may
describe her actions with regards worship. The sanctuaries within her were her own
doing. Oholibah means, 'my tent is in her' and rather describes God's dwelling at Jerusalem.
Oholah, the northern kingdom, lusted after Assyria and was subsequently delivered into
their hands. But Oholibah, the southern kingdom, defiled herself being more corrupt in her
lust than her sister and unwarned by her demise. Lusting after Chaldea rather than
appreciating God's house in her midst would result in her being delivered completely into
Babylon's hands (Ezek.23:23,24). Perhaps the thing that affects us most deeply is the
realization that the fearful judgement of an angry God could be seen in many of the same
terms, carried out for the sinfulness of mankind upon the righteous Son of God at Calvary.
He bore God's sword, God's fire, God's melting to complete consumption as fire from on
high entered into His bones, and we bow in wonder, love and praise.
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Lows and Highs

Brian Johnston, Leigh, England

As with all of us, Jacob's faith in God was sometimes low, but he did finish his life on a
high. The highpoint of his faith, Heb.11:21 implies, came when blessing the two sons
of Joseph: By faith, Jacob, as he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and
worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff. Frail in body; yet strong in faith: dying, he
worshipped. On his deathbed his faith reached out towards the continuation of the
divine promise first made to his grandfather Abraham, and personally renewed to him
in dramatic circumstances (Gen.28:14). Gen.48 displays how that sure word of the God
of the house of God had been his anchor throughout the few and unpleasant...years
of[his] life (Gen.47:9).

We glimpse a man silhouetted against eternity in a magnificent sunset, giving very
definite arrangements for his impending funeral. The irony of seeing Joseph's sons,
when he never thought to see their father, was not lost on Jacob (Gen.48:11;
cp.Gen.37:35).

Jacob's eyesight is by this time poor (Gen.48:10), but his faculty of faith more acute
than ever. While Joseph was guiding matters according to convention, Jacob crossed his
hands over when reaching out to bless the sons, ensuring that his right hand, and thus
the blessing, was placed upon the head of the younger (Gen.48:14). How could he
have failed to have a flashback to when he'd tricked his own blind father into giving
him the blessing in place of his elder brother? Now with the confidence which only a
mature faith brings, Jacob overrules Joseph's protestations: by faith the blessing was
given according to the divine plan. Jacob's days of scheming are far behind him now, as
he rests in faith in the divine providence.

Jacob proves there is no ageism in the realm of faith, so press on towards a still
brighter faith!
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Bible Covenants

8. The Davidic Covenant

Peter Hickling, Cromer, England

The nature of a divine covenant

All divine covenants are unilateral in nature; that is, God Himself dictates their terms. Obviously
enough, there can never be any question of bargaining about their provisions, and the intrinsic
faithfulness of God ensures that He will always keep any promises that He makes. However,
sometimes God's promises may be conditional; for example, the Mosaic covenant studied in the June
issue of this magazine was given by God in the words, "...if you will indeed obey my voice and keep
my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; and
you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation" (Ex.19:5-6). In this case the kingdom
could be, and was, taken away from Israel because of their rejection of God's Son (Matt.21:43). On
the other hand, some of God's covenants are firm statements of His intentions, such as those with
Abraham and Noah.

The sure covenant

The covenant with David was of this latter sort and its words are worth quoting in full: 'the LORD
declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. When your days are fulfilled and you lie down
with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will
establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his
kingdom forever. I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he commits iniquity, 1
will discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men, but my steadfast love will
not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you. And your house and
your kingdom shall be
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made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever' (2 Sam.7:1 1-16). This was not
said to be a covenant initially, but it is clear from its words that it was such, and among David's last
words were those of his assurance of the security of God's promise to him: "he has made with me an
everlasting covenant, ordered in all things and secure” (2 Sam.23:5).

Why was this covenant made with David particularly? His predecessor Saul had the kingdom taken
from him because of disobedience, that is, the desire to go his own way (1 Sam.15:23), while David
did what was right in the eyes of the LORD and did not turn aside from anything that he commanded
him all the days of his life, except in the matter of Uriah the Hittite (I Kgs.15:5). He was the man
after the LORD'S own heart (1 Sam.13:14), whose character could illustrate that of the greater King
to come. The Israelites of following days could look back on him and see his devotion to God, his
inspired leadership of his people, his resignation and trust in adversity and his tender character,
perhaps unexpected in a man of war. He was in most respects a fitting prototype of his greater Son.
His grievous lapse in the affair of Uriah and Bathsheba illustrated how it is possible for the greatest
and most godly of men to fall, but his repentance was sincere and deeply felt (see Ps.51) unlike that of
Saul, which was superficial and self-interested.

Look at the covenant promises:

1. 4 great name (2 Sam.7:9) This was no self-aggrandizement, such as Nebuchadnezzar indulged in
when he said, "Is not this great Babylon, which I have built by my mighty power as a royal residence
and for the glory of my majesty?"” (Dan.4:30). It was the Lord who had taken David from following
the sheep to be prince over His people (2 Sam.7:8).

2. A place for the people (2 Sam.7:10) A most significant event in David's life, and one which showed
how much he was attuned to the desires of God, was his bringing the ark of God to the city of God.
God had chosen this place to be His centre, and it was His desire that it should be the place to which
His people should come to worship. David himself was not allowed to build the house of God in
which the ark would be placed, but his son Solomon built and dedicated it with becoming humility (1
Kgs.8:22-53). The place for the people, that is the country, was focused on this place of rule and
worship.

3. Rest (2 Sam.7:11) The promised peace and security were only partially fulfilled in David's lifetime,
but they will have an enduring future application.

4. A house (2 Sam.7:11) - that is, David's posterity, which was to continue for ever (v.29) before God.
Note the emphasis on its permanence: although often the house of David's rule was far from holy and
it was often disgraced by the
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character of its kings, God continued to keep his promise that the line of David should continue. For
instance, because of Solomon's sin God took away from the arrogant Rehoboam the northern
tribes, subsequently called Israel, but left Judah to him for David's sake, and again in Abijam's
case God left David a lamp in Israel. But the reason for the sureness of this covenant is its
culminating purpose: God has determined that He will enthrone His king in His place ruling over
His kingdom.

5. An offspring (seed) (2 Sam.7:12) The word is used as a singular, to agree with 'his'. It is used
here to refer to Solomon, all the subsequent descendants of David, and ultimately to the Messiah,
the archetypal Son of David. Obviously the reference to committing iniquity does not apply to Him.
The use of the word is reminiscent of the quotation of the promise to Abraham in Gal.3:16,
referring it to Christ, the ultimate Seed of Abraham.

6. A kingdom (2 Sam.7:13) The covenant promise of the kingdom would only pass to faithful sons
of the covenant, and we trace below some of its vicissitudes, but ultimately the promise will be
fulfilled.

David's line

The history of David's successors mostly makes depressing reading. This is not the place to
attempt to review the lives of all the kings of Judah from Rehoboam to Zedekiah, but very
often the scriptural verdict is he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, on the contrary, those
who obeyed God were commended as doing all that their father David had done (e.g. Asa, 1
Kgs.15:11 and Hezekiah, 2 Kgs.18:3). 2 Kgs.24,25 describe the melancholy end of the kingdom of
Judah. Zedekiah, who had been installed as king in place of his nephew Jehoiachin by
Nebuchadnezzar, rebelled against him, but Nebuchadnezzar besieged the city, and Jerusalem fell
in 587 BC. Zedekiah's sons were killed before his eyes, then he was blinded and taken away to
Babylon. After this Jerusalem was burned and its walls were broken down. The leading people of
Judah were taken captive to Babylon, leaving only the poorest to be agricultural workers, and
Jerusalem was utterly desolate. Where was the promise of the house of David to go from
there?

The promised Son of David

The covenant with David could have seemed extinct to the captives in Babylon; the city of David lay
waste, and there might have seemed to be little prospect of its restoration. Yet the prophecy of
Isaiah, written more than 100 years previously, pointed them towards a restoration not only of the
city, but also of the line of David. First of all there was a promise of a son: For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and

2007-87



his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of
the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his
kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and
forevermore (1sa.9:6-7). This was not to be fulfilled when some of the captives were allowed to return
by the conquering Cyrus, but it looked forward to the time when Christ was born and his ministry on
earth began. When He came His genealogy was traced to David, both through the line of his mother
Mary and his putative father Joseph, and the Magi searched in Bethlehem for the King of the Jews.
The people knew that the Messiah, the Son of David, should be expected, so when they saw Jesus'
works they said, "Can this be the Son of David?" (Matt.12:23), and this culminated in His reception
into Jerusalem, when people threw down palm branches and clothes before Him, and called out,
"Hosanna to the Son of David". But earthly majesty was not yet to be His; instead of a crown of gold
there was a crown of thorns, and He was lifted up not on a throne but on a cross. But that was not the
end; He rose from the dead, and Paul referred back to the promise of Isa.55:3 in speaking of the
resurrection - 'I will give you the holy and sure blessings of David' (Acts 13:34). Heaven's King is still
to come to reign.

The coming King

This person will be unlike the failing kings of the past, often unwise, unjust and idolatrous, but the
shoot from the stump of Jesse will be wise, just and full of the fear of the Lord. As Jeremiah wrote,
"Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch,
and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land"
(Jer.23:5). In the Millennial reign of Christ, the scattered Israelites will be gathered into the land, and
Ezekiel four times refers to David as their king, prince or shepherd. Other Old Testament characters
are named in connection with this time, so it may well be that David is the vice-regent of Christ
Himself, and David's Son will be David's Lord. In this the covenant with David will be fulfilled, when
God's Son reigns on earth from God's place over all men, willing and unwilling alike.

Beyond this we have very little information. The slain redeeming Lamb of Rev.5 is called "the Lion of
the Tribe of Judah, the Root of David", and He is again called "the root and descendent of David"
(Rev.22:16). The Lord will have for ever a glorified human body, which retains through his birth
from Mary continuity with the Davidic line. This reaffirms the continuity and trustworthiness of the
divine promises. God will sum up all things in Christ (Eph.1:10 RV), and we, bought by Him, will
share in the glories of His everlasting reign.

(Quotations from the ESV, except where otherwise stated)
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The Ministry of Angels
8. Watchers from on High

David Woods, Manchester, England

King Nebuchadnezzar received a vision from God in which he foresaw his own humbling (Dan.4).
Only Daniel, so in tune with God in every area of his life, could provide the interpretation. The vision
introduced an interesting heavenly 'agent', referred to as an 'angelic watcher' (Dan.4:13,23), one
member of what would seem to be an unnumbered office of angels (Dan.4:17).

This holy one, as he is described, had the responsibility to pass on the "decree...decision...command"”
of "the angelic watchers...the holy ones" relating to Nebuchadnezzar (Dan.4:17). It is important to say
here that we cannot for a moment infer that angels, of any rank or position, could ever make decisions
relating to the destiny of any human being. Only God is sovereign, and only He can make such
decisions.

It's interesting to trace the original Aramaic word used for 'watcher', which is only found in Dan.4, to
root words which indicate 'the opening of the eyes' or 'to be awake'. We might think of those never-
resting heavenly beings covered with eyes that are described for us in Revelation and Ezekiel. Angels
are beings that do not sleep, always awake to obey the command of God whilst at the same time
appearing to pay close attention to what is happening on earth. "Watcher' brings in to view both
aspects of angels' service, namely, attentiveness to every order from God and the immediate reaction
to any such commands, and attentiveness to the welfare of humans on earth.

Scriptures such as Ps.103:20-21, Bless the LORD, you His angels, mighty in strength, who perform
His

2007-89



word, obeying the voice of His word! Bless the LORD, all you His hosts, you who serve Him, doing
His will, and Heb.1:14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of
those who will inherit salvation? lend weight to this dual role of angels.

When Job 1:6 (there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD) is
considered alongside Dan.4 we might learn that heavenly councils are convened where omniscient
God would seem to discuss the affairs of men with assembled angelic watchers. These are then tasked
with the responsibility to fulfil His commands and make His will known to men. Isn't it a wonderful
thing to consider that these always-watching angelic beings can discuss our individual circumstances
and situations with God, and maybe to some extent (like men & women through prayer), 'influence’
God's decision-making process in the course of their meetings with Him?

When the apostle John saw an angel during his wonderful vision recorded in Revelation, he fell down
to worship. The angel replied, "Do not do that; I am a fellow servant of yours and of your brethren
the prophets.” (Rev.22:9). Now we have a fuller appreciation of the work of these watchers, who
consider themselves as working alongside us in our service for God. It's a great source of comfort and
strength to any dedicated servant of God to know that these remarkable heavenly beings are involved
so closely in our work for God, assisting us as we daily attempt to understand the will of God and act
in accordance with it. Luke makes reference to the strengthening the Lord Jesus received from an
angel as He contemplated the horror of Calvary; it would seem that we can know similar
strengthening from angels as they minister to us the things that God has decreed.

Paul could write, we have become a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to men (1 Cor.4:9).
How the heavenly watchers must have looked on with astonishment at the hardships and the great
persecution the apostles endured for their faith in their Saviour! Angels know Christ as their Creator
and Lord, but not as Saviour. We serve Christ because we love Him for His atoning sacrifice, because
He first loved us, because He is our Saviour. The outworking of our love and devotion today (which
may result in hardship, loneliness and persecution) is still a spectacle for these beings. How these
angels must rejoice with God as they view redeemed lives dedicated to serving the Master, and are
directly involved in the support and care of the saints of God.

We are never alone in our service for God, someone is always watching!
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Focus

Credit Card Concerns

George Prasher, Manchester, England

In many countries the credit card has become a convenient means of payment and is daily
used for millions of business transactions. Prompt monthly repayment of the full amount
credited is of course the ideal use of the card.

However, problems may arise if repayment is unduly deferred. For the credit card is a type of
unsecured debt, leaving the lender with no asset which could be claimed if repayment is not made.
The term 'consumer debt' is often used to classify this type of indebtedness which originated in the
United States about 1950 and developed in European countries during the past quarter-century. It
has brought about a radical change from a financial world in which it was quite difficult for low
wage earners to secure credit to a world where it's relatively easy.

The extent of this consumer credit development in Britain is illustrated by official statistics
for the year 2005. In that year Britain's unsecured loans totalled £215 billion. This was more than a
third of the £600 billion for continental Europe as a whole. (By comparison France took out £96
billion and Germany £60 billion). The British total means that on average each Briton owes
£3175 compared with only £1588 owed by other Europeans. Britons between the ages of 18
and 24 owed an average of £2860 in unsecured borrowing; many in that age group had credit card
debts of £5000 or more.

Two years ago the Governor of the Bank of England warned against building up high levels of
personal debt during the consumer boom. His foresight was confirmed by developments in 2006.
During the first quarter of 2006 there were 26,000 personal bankruptcies, a 66% increase
compared with the same period in 2005. When the Bank of England increased interest rates to
4.75% in August 2006 this further added to the pressure on those
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already overstretched by credit card liabilities. It resulted in a £311 million fall in credit
card lending, the biggest fall since records began in 1993. The big banks also began to
clamp down on consumer credit. One bank undertook a comprehensive review of overdrafts
after a reported 36% increase in bad debts among its personal customers.

There have, of course, been borrowers and lenders in all generations. In three of His
parables, the Lord Jesus drew illustrations which required the awareness of His audience to
matters of debt and repayment. The parable of the unforgiving servant (Matt.18:21-35) was
in response to Peter's question, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and 1
forgive him? Up to seven times?" How surprised Peter must have been when the Master
responded, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven." In
conclusion the Lord said, "So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from
his heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses" (verse 35).

It was while He was having a meal in Simon the Pharisee's house that a sinner woman
brought an alabaster flask of fragrant oil, and stood at His feet behind Him weeping, and
she began to wash His feet with her tears, and wiped them with the hair of her head; and
she kissed His feet and anointed them with the fragrant oil. The Pharisee critically reasoned
in his heart that if Jesus was a prophet He would have known what kind of person was
touching Him, for she was known to be of ill repute. Knowing his thoughts, Jesus told
Simon a short parable: There was a certain creditor who had two debtors. One owed five
hundred denarii, and the other fifty. And when they had nothing with which to repay, he
freely forgave them both. Tell me, therefore, which of them will love him more? The
Pharisee replied, I suppose the one whom he forgave more. The Master drove home His
message to Simon by saying, her sins which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much.
But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves little. To the woman He added: Your faith has
saved you. Go in peace.

Again in the parable of the unjust steward (Lk.16:1-13), the story centred on matters of debt
and accountability for repayment, from which the Lord emphasized that "No servant can
serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal
to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon."”
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Getting to know God through Ezekiel
8. Judgement on the Nations

Edwin Neely, Brantford, Canada

After the final siege of Jerusalem had actually begun and before he spoke at length about
the glory days of Israel that shall yet be, Ezekiel turned his prophecies against Israel's
neighbouring countries. Seven nations were included: Ammon, Moab and Edom on the
east, Philistia on the west, Tyre and Sidon on the north, and Egypt on the south. While
Ezekiel prophesied to, and his messages were directed to, the captivity of Judah in Babylon
principally for their benefit, his messages from God included these surrounding nations,
whether or not they were delivered to them. Those who blessed the descendants of
Abraham were to be blessed; those who cursed them would also be cursed (Gen.12:1-3).
Ezekiel chapters 25-32 deal with these judgements and included among them was
judgement against Satan who motivated them.

David had previously conquered Ammon, but after Solomon's death that nation had
regained their strength and recommenced hostility with Israel. In hopes of getting additional
territory Ammon sided with Nebuchadnezzar (2 Kgs.24:1,2) and then later sided with Judah
against Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar had commenced his attack on Tyre (its defeat took 13
years, largely because of her navy) and then had to decide between Ammon and Judah. In
God's overruling he was directed to attack Judah. Her time had come. Again hoping to
profit from Judah's demise, Ammon rejoiced at her defeat. Because of her attitude Ammon
would be overrun by eastern nomads who would completely cut her off, reducing even
Amnion's capital to a stable for camels (Ezek.25:5).

Moab was to be overrun by the same tribes that
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destroyed Ammon and for similar reasons. Moab had been at odds with Israel most of the time since
Balak, its king, hired Balaam to curse her. While David had conquered her for the length of his
reign and the reign of Solomon, she again revolted, treating Judah and Judah's God with contempt,
making Jerusalem out to be just like all other nations, denying that her God had given her any
special treatment. Envy and contempt against the people of God is hardly blessing. God's judgement
must fall on Moab and the Mount Seir that she called home.

Edom refused to let Israel cross her territory as she travelled to the Promised Land (Num.20:14-18).
Continuing strife ensued, but David eventually brought her under control (2 Sam.8:14). Edom later
rebelled (2 Kgs.8:22) and eventually helped Nebuchadnezzar in his conquest of Judah and
Jerusalem. This revenge on Judah cost Edom her complete existence. Vengeance against God's
people, even though God Himself was punishing them, brought God's own vengeance upon that
neighbouring nation.

Philistia was guilty of the same crime: she took vengeance on Judah. God therefore wrought
vengeance in return. The Philistines were destined to disappear as a nation altogether. They had
originally migrated from Crete; they are referred to as the Kerethites (Heb.keritim). Ezekiel
reported with a play on words that God would cut off (Heb. hikrati”) the keritim.

The eastern and western neighbours being accounted for, Ezekiel rums his prophetic utterances
against the north, and it is in these four prophecies against Tyre that we see something much
deeper. Each one begins with, The word of the LORD came to me (26:1; 27:1; 28:1,11). Not only
would God's enemies be abolished, but the one who motivated them against God and the godly
would himself eventually be judged. As surely as the neighbours were overturned, so surely will
Judah's great enemy know justice. Tyre had been a mighty sea-going nation and a strong
commercial rival of Jerusalem, depending on trade by land routes. Tyre rejoiced over Jerusalem's
fall, but her shouting was short-lived. God would bring sufficient force against her to sweep her
into the sea. After Nebuchadnezzar's onslaught, Alexander the Great reduced her to rubble and
even threw that into the Mediterranean. She would be left barren as a place for fishermen to
dry their nets. Though Tyre's neighbouring trading partners would greatly mourn, she would never
again be found as a nation. The second prophecy was a poetic lament in which Tyre was compared
to a great ship, built with the finest of materials and manned by a stalwart crew. She was
described as the perfection of beauty (Ezek.27:3) and traded in the finest of the world's goods,
but she was headed for shipwreck: ‘And you will be no more' (Ezek.27:36). Ezek.28 deals with
a reigning king, Itobaal II, whose pride, like that of the one who moved him, made him boast as a
god. He was even said to be wiser than Daniel (Ezek.28:3), but in spite of his boasting he was a
mere man; he would die at the hand of strangers. The
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mouth of the LORD had spoken it (Ezek.28:10). It is here that the prophecy takes a deeper
meaning. Ezek.28:11-19 take up a lament over one who is called the king of Tyre,
describing him in superhuman language, no doubt referring to Satan and his eventual
demise, though he is not here mentioned by name.

Described as one who had "the seal of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. You
were in Eden, the garden of God..." his privileges and responsibilities were certainly
unique; he was created with enormous abilities and treasures, but he was a creature, not a
creator. This creature was the anointed cherub that covers and was appointed to the holy
mountain of God, blameless. But he sinned and was cast out. The eventual judgement, yet
future, reads, "And you will be no more!" This portion deserves special reading. If ever we
were tempted to arise in pride, somehow consumed with self-importance and beauty and so
knowingly sin against the Almighty Creator, these verses should make us fall before God in
grateful appreciation and worship. Satan who sinned found no forgiveness; God in His
grace forgives even such as you and me again and again! Satan will be consumed in fire
(Rev.20:10) and will be in a figure as ashes on the earth (Ezek.28:18). God will give us and
Israel a garland instead of ashes, and the oil of gladness instead of mourning (Isa.61:3).

Also on the northern border of Israel, about 20 miles north of Tyre, was Sidon. Sidon too
must suffer for sins similar to those of her sister city. God would be glorified in her demise,
just as He would in Israel's eventual restoration. We remember that these prophecies were
spoken largely for the captivity of Judah's benefit. Be that as it may, Sidon, along with the
other condemned city-states would come to know through their judgement that God was the
LORD. Judah should have learned that also.

Finally, in chapters 29-32, Ezekiel turns to the south and takes up the word of the LORD
against Pharaoh and against Egypt and all her allies and this he does in a series of seven
oracles. All of these, except the second, are in chronological order. Egypt was noted for her
multitudinous population and chapters 30 to 32 mention those multitudes no less than
fourteen times. The vastness of the hordes and the number and strength of the cities
carefully enumerated for judgement were no strength against the pronounced doom.
However, Egypt was also to be resuscitated; after forty years she would again be populated,
but only ever after to be a minor nation, held in check always by the powerful nations that
would arise in the east. God has yet a place for her in Israel's future glory. Just as Assyria
had been destroyed because of her pride, so Egypt must likewise go to the pit, her
aspirations to greatness made empty and worthless by the mighty power of God. Assyria,
though a conqueror of Israel's northern kingdom, though compared to a cedar of Lebanon,
well-watered and fruitful, had been brought to nothing through Babylon. The believer today
does well to learn the lesson. Pride goes before destruction (Prov.16:18).
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Jars of Clay

Brian Johnston, Leigh, England

The story of Gideon (Judges 7) is an account of human weakness, with divine help, albeit
still in much fear and trembling, finally overcoming overwhelming odds because a man was
in touch with his God. Gideon's mere 300 men surrounded the camp of their numerous
enemy in the dark of night. Armed with trumpets and torches concealed in clay jars
(pitchers), they were granted by God a miraculous victory. At Gideon's signal, the sound of
trumpets broke the silence and the clay jars were smashed as light pierced the darkness.

This world is a dark place spiritually, and the battle is on for hearts and minds as 2 Cor.4:1-
11 makes clear. The imagery there seems to draw parallels with Gideon's defeat of the
Midianites. Referring to the gospel and its ministry (2 Cor.4:1), Paul says we have it as
treasure in jars of clay (2 Cor.4:7; cf. 2 Tim.1:14NASB). This language, with its comparison
of treasure with clay, proves that our ministry of proclaiming the gospel is much more
valuable than life itself. What we possess is as treasure, compared to what we are: mere jars
of clay.

What's more, these clay jars need to be broken: so that the light of the gospel (2 Cor.4:6);
the power that is of God (2 Cor.4:7); and the life of Jesus (2 Cor.4:10) can be seen in this
dark world. This is the great positive, and privilege, associated with suffering hardship with
the gospel. As you read of these early ministers of the gospel being afflicted, perplexed,
persecuted, struck down and always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus (2
Cor.4:8-10), picture the breaking of the clay jars. For not only does the truth require to be
manifested, but also the life of Jesus (2 Cor.4:2,11).

As a result, our methods will then reflect the message in being wholly without deceit (2
Cor.4:2). Literally, we are not to use 'bait' in attempting to 'hook' people with the
unadulterated Word of God.
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Bible Covenants
9. The New Covenant

George Prasher, Manchester, England

Its institution

After keeping the Passover with His apostles on the evening of His betrayal, the Lord Jesus
introduced a new ordinance to be observed in His remembrance with broken bread and
outpoured wine. Of the outpoured wine He said,...this is My blood of the new covenant
which is shed for many for the remission of sins (Matt.26:28).

The nation of Israel had been privileged to serve Jehovah under the Sinaitic Covenant for
about 1500 years. The introduction of the New Covenant made the former covenant obsolete.
As we read in Heb.8:13: In that He says, "A new covenant," He has made the first obsolete.
Now what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away. The New
Covenant is based upon the shedding of the blood of Christ for the remission of sins. That
sacrifice, infinitely superior to the former shedding of the blood of bulls and goats, would
never need to be repeated: but now, once at the end of the ages, He has appeared to put
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself (Heb.9:26).

Foretold through Jeremiah

Jeremiah fulfilled his many years of prophetic ministry during a period of divine judgement
on the kingdom of Judah. The Babylonians overran the country, besieged and finally
destroyed Jerusalem, laying waste the magnificent temple built by Solomon, and carrying
away many of the Jewish people into exile. Yet through the deep darkness of that era there
shone out the glorious prophecy of God's intention to make a new covenant with the house of
Israel and the house of
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Judah:

Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house
of Israel and with the house of Judah - not according to the covenant that I made with their
fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt...But this
is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days: I will put My law in
their minds, and write it on their hearts;, and I will be their God, and they shall be My
people (Jer.31:31-34). This prophecy will have direct fulfilment for the nation of Israel
during the future millennial reign of the Lord Jesus Christ. For God has not cast away His
people whom He foreknew (Rom.11:2), although blindness in part has happened to Israel
until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written:

The Deliverer will come out of Zion,

And He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob;

For this is My covenant with them,

When I take away their sins (Rom.11:25-27).

Through the prophet Zechariah we learn that
In that day a fountain shall be opened for the house of David
And for the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for uncleanness (Zech.13:1).

Their national sin having been cleansed, their attitude to God's wishes will be transformed as
they willingly embrace their millennial blessings under the terms of the New Covenant.
However, blessings deriving from that Covenant were to extend far beyond the nation of
Israel.

New Covenant blessings for all who believe the gospel of God's grace

And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant, by means of death...that those
who are called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance. (Heb.9:15)

Rom.8:30 preciously confirms that such believers are viewed by God as 'called', 'justified'
and 'glorified'. The great promise of Jer.31:34 has application to each believer in the
Saviour: I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin will I remember no more. From this
perspective the New Covenant may be viewed as 'that dispensation of the grace of God
offered to men by the preaching of the gospel...It is received by faith in the atonement and
redemption wrought by Christ's death.
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Fuller blessings entered into by obedience as Christian disciples

However, the full enjoyment of New Covenant blessings in this day of grace 'only comes
through reception of all its requirements, embraced in the faith which was once for all
delivered to the saints (Jude 3)'. This requires a people gathered together on a divinely
revealed foundation, as seen in New Testament churches of God under apostolic leadership.

A better Covenant

The superiority of the New Covenant is emphasized in the Epistle to the Hebrews. Through
it there is the bringing in of a better hope, through which we draw near to God (Heb.7:19).
The high priests were appointed under the Law without an oath, but the Lord Jesus, (...with
an oath by Him who said to Him:

"The LORD has sworn

And will not relent,

'You are a priest forever

According to the order of Melchizedek'"),

by so much more Jesus has become a surety of a better covenant (Heb.7:21-22). A better
covenant indeed! For it had been enacted on better promises resulting from the once-
completed atoning work of the Lord Jesus. The former covenant with Israel at Sinai gave
access only once a year into the Most Holy Place of an earthly sanctuary. But the New
Covenant provided continuing access for God's people into the heavenly sanctuary itself.

Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and
living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, and having a
High Priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of
faith...(Heb.10:19-22). Writing to disciples in churches of God, the apostle Peter reminded
them that they had formerly not been a people, but through God's mercy had now become
the people of God. Associated together, they are described as a holy priesthood, to offer up
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ (1 Pet.2:5). Their weekly
remembrance of the Lord in the breaking of bread and outpouring of wine would provide an
appropriate occasion to fulfil together this aspect of their spiritual service.

An everlasting covenant

Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, that great
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant,
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make you complete in every good work to do His will (Heb.13:20,21).

This reference to the New Covenant as the everlasting covenant would seem to imply that
future divine purposes, not yet revealed by God, will also be based on the new covenant in
His blood. We have considered the coming millennial blessings to Israel nationally; their
extension to other nations of the world at that time is illustrated from Zech.14:16-21. And it
shall come to pass that everyone who is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem
shall go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the Feast
of Tabernacles. And it shall be that whichever of the families of the earth do not come up to
Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, on them there will be no rain. Certain
festivals will be maintained for their commemorative value, but their significance will be
enhanced by the enrichment of new covenant blessings.

Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant

Heb.12:18-24 presents a vivid contrast between Israel's terrifying experience at the giving
of the Law at Mount Sinai and that of believers in New Testament churches of God. At
Sinai even Moses admitted, I am exceedingly afraid and trembling, whereas in the context
of spiritual worship by disciples in the churches we read:

But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem,
to an innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly and church of the firstborn
who are registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect,
to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that speaks better
things than that of Abel (Heb.12:22-24).

Reflection on these remarkable heavenly realities to which we have been brought by divine
grace will deepen our appreciation of God's holiness and impress on us the need for the
utmost reverence in our worship before Him.

Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot he shaken, let us have grace, by
which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. For our God is a
consuming fire (Heb.12:28.29). Yet the ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ as Mediator of the
New Covenant before the face of God for us will be a strong encouragement to our entrance
into the heavenly sanctuary with assurance, as enabled by the Holy Spirit.
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The Ministry of Angels
9. Spiritual Wrestling

Alex Reid, Leigh, England

How do we define spiritual wrestling? What has spiritual wrestling got to do with angels? Is
there a link between the two? Does our spiritual wrestling have an effect beyond our world?

Perhaps the most enduring Biblical image of a wrestler is that of Jacob and his wrestling
match at the Jabbok River. It was there that he prevailed with God and secured the blessing
he sought (Gen.32:22-31). Although this was a physical experience, leaving its lasting mark
in Jacob's body, it was also a spiritual experience, teaching Jacob reliance on God rather than
his own wits. This famous wrestling match is often used as an apt illustration of persevering
in prayer.

The New Testament also establishes a link with spiritual struggle or wrestling and
persevering in prayer: For our struggle (wrestling) is not against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the
spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places....With all prayer and petition pray at
all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all
perseverance...(Eph.6:12-18). Who are these spiritual forces of wickedness that the apostle
alludes to, against whom the believer must wrestle in prayer?

The experience of another Old Testament character, Daniel the prophet, casts some light on
this question. In Dan.10 we learn something about the nature of these unseen forces. A
respected Christian writer offers the following comment on Dan.10: '...creation is divided, as
it appears, into a number of provinces, the material and spiritual organization of
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which is entrusted to a definite angel prince as, so to speak, the viceroy of God. Thus there are
angels for...whole lands and nations, as Persia (Dan.10:13), Greece (Dan.10:20), Israel
(Dan.10:21; Dan.12:1). This assumes that in the world of light as also in the world of
darkness there are angel organizations, which wield power in certain regions and hold ranks
differing according to the size of the respective areas'.’

Dan.10 also implies a correlation between the prayers of a godly man and events in the
unseen angelic sphere. The chapter sees Daniel engaged in a three week long exercise of
prayer and fasting. At the conclusion of the three weeks an angel appears to him in response
to his prayer. Although we are not specifically told the subject of the prophet's prayers, the
angel's message to Daniel implies that it was concerning God's plans for the future of the
people of Israel, for the message takes in the sweep of human history from Daniel's day
through to the events of the end times, particularly as it affects the Israel nation. The angel
explains to Daniel that, from the first day of his prayer exercise, he, the angel, was
dispatched to Daniel with a vision. The three week delay in the angel fulfilling his mission
was due to opposition from the Prince of Persia. The Prince of Persia was another angelic
being who stood opposed to the purposes of God. Since the period of delay experienced by
the angelic messenger corresponds exactly with the length of Daniel's prayer vigil, it
suggests a correlation between Daniel's prayer and the angel's victory over the Prince of
Persia. So things prayed for on earth have an effect in the heavens.

If we are to secure the blessings we seek in our earthly spiritual service, we must first
overcome the unseen opposition. In the example of Daniel we can see that this conflict is
entered into through prayer. Having described the panoply of spiritual armour with which
the believer is equipped - both defensive and offensive - Paul sounds the call to arms: With
all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert
with all perseverance and petition...(Eph.6:18), for this is how the spiritual struggle is
joined.

Two things sustain the spiritual warrior in this conflict: the incomparable armament with
which he or she is equipped (see Eph.6:11-17), and the knowledge that the hostile forces are
already beaten, for they were defeated by the Christ of Calvary: He...disarmed the rulers and
authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them through Him
(Col.2:15).

What joy to know that we are on the winning side!

(1) Sauer, E., The Dawn of World Redemption
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Focus

Ancient Witness to Bible Truth

George Prasher, Manchester, England

Most interesting evidence of the historical truth of the Book of Jeremiah was featured in the
British press last July.

When visiting the British Museum, Professor Michael Jursa, an academic from the
University of Vienna, took special interest in the museum's collection of 130,000 inscribed
tablets. Many of these have cuneiform inscriptions, the oldest known form of writing. It
was used by the speakers of some fifteen languages, including Babylonian, Assyrian and
Persian.

Professor Jursa came across a 2500 year-old bill of receipt acknowledging the payment of
three-quarters of a kilo of gold to a temple in Babylon. He found that the payment was made
by a certain Nabu-sharrussu-ukim, 'chief eunuch' at the court of Nebuchadnezzar. The tablet
was dated to the tenth year of the king's reign. Professor Jursa identified this official with the
person named in the Book of Jer.39:3 (NIV) as Nebo-Sarsekim, 'a chief officer'.

Dr. Irving Finkel of the British Museum commented; "A throw-away detail in the Old
Testament turns out to be accurate and true. I think that means that the whole of the narrative
[of Jeremiah] takes on a new kind of power." This kind of comment perhaps reflects less
than full confidence in the whole of Scripture as true and inspired by the Holy Spirit. The
believer is not of course dependant on such 'external' evidences of the divine origin and
inspiration of the written Word of God. Nevertheless they do provide a supplementary
indication of the truth of Scripture, even in matters of incidental detail.

The testimony of the Lord Jesus to the truth of Scripture
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is especially impressive. He appealed to the written word of the Old Testament as conclusive
confirmation of God's will; (...the Scripture cannot be broken - Jn 10:35). After His
resurrection He explained to the apostles the fulfilment of all that had been written
concerning Himself in the law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms - that is in the
whole of the Old Testament as the Jewish Scriptures were then arranged.

We're further assured from 2 Tim.3:16,17 that All Scripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,
that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

That certain parts of the New Testament were early recognized as having a place alongside
the inspired Word of the Old Testament is made clear by the apostle Peter's reference to
Paul's epistles:...as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given to him, has
written to you, as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are
some things hard to understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to their own
destruction, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures. (2 Pet.3:15,16)

Through the apostle Peter also we're reminded of the inspired truth of the gospel by which
we were saved:...having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through
the word of God which lives and abides for ever, because "All flesh is as grass, and all the
glory of man as the flower of the grass. The grass withers, and its flower falls away, but the
word of the Lord endures for ever.” Now this is the word which by the gospel was preached
to you (1 Pet.1:23-25).

That Doctor Finkel should have been so favourably impressed by the accuracy of a 'throw-
away detail' in the book of Jeremiah seems rather disproportionate. For the book is replete
with prophetic warnings to the kingdom of Judah about the impending Chaldean invasion.
The fulfilment of those warnings as recorded in Jer.39,40 is historical evidence of the
remarkable scope and power of Jeremiah's prophetic ministry. How fully this was
authenticated as being of God!

The anonymous writer of Ps.119 expressed deep appreciation of God's word. Practically
every one of the psalm's 176 verses reflects some aspect of the wonder of this written
revelation of divine truth. In Ps.119:89 we read; Forever, O LORD, Your word is settled in
heaven.

Thankfully we may rest on its promises, rejoice in the eternal hope it sets before us, and
seek humbly to live according to its wholesome counsel.
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Getting to know God through Ezekiel
9. Restoration of Israel

Edwin Neely, Brantford, Canada

Seventy years after the fall of Jerusalem the citizens of Israel would be released from
captivity and in major movements under Zerubbabel, and later under Ezra, a small remnant
return to their land. They would build walls, gates, temple, a priesthood, a nation. Lethargy
and apostasy would dog their ambition to godliness (Mal. 1:6-2:17). However, the nation
would continue limping along in some sort of fashion until the Lord Jesus was born, lived,
was rejected and crucified, taught the truths of the Kingdom for forty days and ascended
back to His Father's side. Rome had a firm grip on the nation by this time, and by A.D. 70
Titus had destroyed what was left of any meaningful temple worship and buildings, though
Christ had previously condemned Israel to a Godless temple (Lk.13:35). But God is not
finished with Israel by any means, and in spite of all her apostasy and disinterest, in a future
day her Messiah will return to earth to take His rightful place over the nation (Zech.14:4).
While other prophets such as Haggai encouraged them in building after the exile, Ezekiel
joined with Isaiah, Jeremiah and Zechariah in looking still further forward to Israel's
millennial glory. Ezekiel does this with very specific visions about temple, the priesthood,
and the layout of the land. First, so that a remnant might fully grasp the grace and goodness
of God, he iterates the past Israeli history that resulted in her exilic experience (Ezek.36:16-
21). Israel must be brought to realize that she alone was responsible for her sins and their
punishment. Restoration is then described (Ezek.36:24ff) and this leads into the vision of the
valley of dry bones, replete with the pouring out of the Spirit of God upon the nation and all
the magnificence of divine restoration and cleansing. Bloodshed and idolatry were the
reasons given for Israel's impurity (Ezek.36:17,18), and the extreme seriousness of Israel's
sin was that her presence outside
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of the land that God had given them, a land flowing with milk and honey, provided pollution
to the name of the Lord. It looked as though God had been unable to protect them against
the might of Babylon, and a common opinion amongst the nations, if not among the people
of Israel themselves, was that God was weak and incapable. In this way, Israel profaned the
name to which and by which they had been called (v.20). How intensely solemn that even in
our present day my personal actions and our collective activities either magnify or detract
from the appreciated glory of the Almighty! Our lives are seen not only by our neighbours on
earth, but by angelic and demonic powers in the heavens! Israel's restoration was to be
completed, not by anything that she would be able to accomplish, but according to divine
mercy. God had compassion for His holy name which Israel had profaned (v.21-23,32). Just
as Ezekiel had seen the glory of the Lord departing from the house and the land
(Ezek.11:14-21), that same glory would return (Ezek.43); Israel would once again be the
head and not the tail and God would be glorified in her. His name would no longer be
polluted among the nations (Ezek.36:22,23). In that day Israel will be restored from all the
nations. He will cleanse her from her past bloodshed and idolatry (Jer.33:6-26).
Ezek.36:26,27 show that the Lord will remove the old heart of stone and give, instead, a
heart of flesh, and a new spirit within them (Joel 2:28,29; Ezek.37:14). To them God will
give the land promised to Abraham (Ezek.37:28; Gen.12:7). The New Covenant will not
remove the Old, but will subsume it. The law will be written on their hearts (Jer.31:33). The
land will produce to such an extent that she will know nothing of famine (Ezek.34:29;
Isa.35:1,2). Not only will Israel recognize the Lord's goodness to her, but all other nations
will also (Ezek.37:28). The vision of the valley of dry bones is not a separate vision, but all
part of the same. The words, And the word of the LORD came to me, are not given here to
introduce another thought as they so often are in Ezekiel. The order of God's dealing with
them is the same as the order given in Ezek.36:22-27: position, then cleansing. Israel, united
as seen in the vision of the united sticks, will remain in the land of Israel forever (Gen.17:8).
Never again will Israel defile itself with idols (Ezek.37:23); David, or David's greater Son
rather, will be their king (Ezek.37:24); God's covenant of peace is guaranteed to them, and
his sanctuary will be in their midst forever; God will be their God and they will be His people
(Ezek.37:27). Not only Israel, but all the nations will know that the Lord is the One who
sanctifies Israel when His sanctuary is in their midst forever (Ezek.37:28).

The interjection at this point of the invasion by, and victory over, Gog in Ezek.38,39
presents one of the great difficulties of the book that was mentioned earlier in this series.
However, it should not detract from the lessons we can be sure of and can clearly apply. This
matter will not be solved by papers in this series, if, in fact, the matter can be resolved
before its eventual fulfilment. However, we can expose some of the difficulties that appear
and suggest a possible answer. Whatever the result, God's people will be seriously attacked,
perhaps more than once, for double fulfilment of Biblical prophecies is not at all unusual.
The
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attack(s) will be repulsed by the Lord in ways obviously supernatural. All the world will
know that God is judging; Israel will understand that the Lord is Israel's God
(Ezek.39:21,22).

The difficulties centre on the time of the attack and the times involved in burying the dead
and burning the army's equipment, the trying to align the details with what is recorded in
Rev.20:71f, and the meaning of such expressions as Israel dwelling in security (38:8). There
seems little point taking months and years to bury and burn if there is to be an immediate
resurrection of all the dead for the Great White Throne judgement which is immediately to
ensue, followed by the burning up of 2 Pet.3. Ezek.39:7,22 declare that the Lord's name
will not again be polluted after Gog is defeated. This rules out pre-Tribulation timing or yet
an attack that belongs to the middle or end of Daniel's 70th week, for there will be pollution
then even in the temple of God (2 Thess.2:4). Some have postulated a transition period
between the Tribulation and the beginning of the Millennium, a time that would allow for the
years of burying the dead and burning the armaments (Ezek.39:9,12) and this seems logical.
However, this argument precludes the Revelation account and the Ezekiel account being one
and the same. Rev.20 definitely occurs at the end of the millennium when Satan has been
released from his thousand-year imprisonment. He then will call for the enemies of God to
rise up from the ends of the earth and fight against Israel. If the names of Gog and Magog
are simply symbolic for the enemies of God there seems little to suggest Ezekiel and John
were prophesying concerning the same time period. Predatory animals and birds feasting on
the slain (Ezek.39:17; Rev.19:17): might well happen more than once. In any case, there
seems no reason to confuse Armaggedon's battle with anything to do with Gog and Magog.
Whatever the answer to these problems, and the Bible doesn't guarantee to answer problems
that we imagine, God will defeat all enemies to Himself and His people. As long as Satan is
free he will foment the type of trouble described in both cases. When Satan is eventually
assigned to the Lake of Fire, eternal peace for God's own, will be fully realized. The present-
day people of God are not involved in any of this turmoil, except possibly as onlookers at the
judgement of Satan. We shall have long been glorified with the Lord Jesus.

What follows in Ezek.40-48 is the revelation of actual physical changes that are to be
brought about in Israel during millennial days. Some competent commentators have
assigned the last eight chapters of the book to the eternal state and have tried to relate
similarities accordingly. Though there are similarities, for instance, each describe a river, the
descriptions differ. The two cities are different sizes, the sea is a boundary in Ezekiel; while
Revelation declares that there is no more sea, and so on. Rightly dividing the word of truth
is as necessary in examining prophecy as it is discerning God's will in our present day. The
Millennium is in a sense the preparation for the eternal state for Israel. It is not surprising,
therefore, if there should be similarities between the two.
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In Remembrance of Me

S.Obodeh, Ejigbo, Nigeria

Towards the end of the work of our Lord Jesus Christ on earth, He introduced something
new: by taking bread (and also wine), giving thanks to God, asking all His disciples to eat,
and telling them these were emblems of His body and blood given for the remission of sins.
While Matthew, Mark and Luke wrote in detail about the events of the upper room, John
concentrated on the sorrow of the Lord and His disciples. Dr. Luke's writing seems even
more detailed than others (Lk.22:14-19). There we find that commanding word of our Lord,
do this in remembrance of Me. There is no other place in the Gospels where we find that very
fundamental statement.

In Jn 16:13-14 our Lord said, when "the Spirit of truth, comes...He will glorify Me, for He will
take of Mine and will disclose it to you." The Holy Spirit has revealed Christ to us - is that
not enough for us to speak from? In remembrance of Me means speaking of His love and
mercies to us, and of His birth, miracles, death and resurrection that bring us life and hope
of glory.

At the Mount of Transfiguration, Peter was mistaken in equating the Lord Jesus with
ordinary men: "I will make three tabernacles here, one for You, and one for Moses, and one
for Elijah." Therefore, when we come to the remembrance service of our Lord, we should
not emphasize the biography of mere mortals, but chiefly direct our attention to Him who
was slain and who now occupies the heavenly throne (Heb.12:22-24; Rev.5:1-8).

At other times we can highlight the activities of men who worked faithfully with God to spur
us on to good works; but on the Lord's day let's be obedient to the command do this in
remembrance of Me. Of course, when some brethren speak briefly, say of Abraham's
readiness to sacrifice his son to God, and then of God's greater sacrifice of His Son on the
cross, it can be sweet; as it leads to our main objective: do this in remembrance of Me.
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Bible Covenants

10. An Expanding Horizon

Geoffrey Hydon, Toronto, Canada

Progressive unfolding of divine purposes Introduction

One of the thrills of boyhood was to walk up the coastal hills in Wales. From the
base the summit appeared quite attainable, but on reaching that first visible level the
young climber found there was higher ground beyond, so the upward journey continued.
Reaching that next level there was the joy of looking down over ground already
covered, and the new delight of the bright blue water in the lake at this higher level,
previously hidden from view below. But a higher range now also appeared in view, and on
reaching that another one emerged! Each time the experience enabled a broader view
with more to look at and enjoy; a cascade of beauty. What seemed at first as though it
would be a short walk turned into more than could be accomplished in a single day.

But this is only an illustration. God is very gracious to mankind. He allows us to gain
experience of Himself and His purposes gradually, ever leading us higher to see more.
Someone has accurately said that the Faith was delivered once for all (Jude 1:3), but it
was not delivered all at once!

The Bible covenants that are the subject of this series represent God's communication
to people in an unfolding way, not all at once. As we look at them consecutively we find
increasing detail and complexity until we are stretched beyond our abilities to take in all
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that is conveyed.
Early expressions to individuals

The simplest and earliest feature of God's covenants is a promise. Of course, every word
that God says can be looked upon in that way, for He cannot lie and what He says He will
most definitely do. But a covenant takes that general fact and inserts a special aspect to it.
In His covenants, God is speaking His desires and expectations about His relationships.
Each creative commanding word from God, tersely presented in Gen.1,2, was absolutely
fulfilled. However, surprisingly within this creation, creatures were not only given the
capability to obey but temporarily to disobey the Creator's commands. God's special
promises, covenants, contain statements about positive results when God's word is obeyed,
and the consequences of failure to obey. God evidently wanted Man to appreciate the
lasting value of covenants of this embryonic nature. He taught Adam about such covenants
through bringing about a marriage, which has been a model for every subsequent marriage
(Matt.19:4-6; Eph.5:22-33); each one a human covenant (Mal.2:14), providing a prospect of
blessing for obedience. Many in the world today want marriage without a covenant, or
breach the covenant flippantly, and the consequences are always less than and often the
opposite of what God intended. They will repeat the perilous situation of the time of Noah
(Matt.24:37-39), carrying on as though everything is normal, marrying and giving in
marriage on their terms.

The divine covenant statement to Noah was basically a promise to him, and to every living
thing (Gen.9:8-12). In preparation for this disclosure of His purpose, God gave grace to
Noah so that he might be seen among his failing generation as exceptional, righteous
(Gen.6:8,9). God then began to reveal His purposes to Noah and used him to have the ark
built. Not by accident extra animals that were fit for sacrifice were taken in to the ark; they
would be needed, for this early covenant was to be associated with a sacrifice. And it would
include a statement of blessing and a token to remind people of God's word. It is noticeable
that these early features are expanded in later covenants. But there was nothing for Noah
about God's choice of a specific race of people or statements about a priesthood or a
kingdom. Nor were specific expectations placed on Noah as conditions of God's promise.
What Noah heard must have been a wonderful experience for him, but fuller revelation of
God's intentions lay ahead. The summit had not been reached.

Like Noah, Abraham as an individual received covenant promises, of land, descendants and
extended blessings to mankind through his progeny: 'seed' (Gen.12,15,17). If Noah found
grace as a prerequisite to covenant blessing, then Abraham provides the early picture of the
necessity of faith. The element
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of faith is the overwhelming feature of Abraham's response to God's covenant; it was
counted to him for righteousness (Gen.15:6). But we need to pursue enquiries in the New
Testament to get a fuller picture. The promise through Abraham's Seed referred fully to
Christ (Gal.3:16). This was revealed to Paul, who was caused by the Holy Spirit to write to
a church of God and teach them about it. And so we can benefit from the expanding
horizon that Paul's Spirit-guided teaching brought to this ancient Abrahamic covenant.

Expansion to an earthly people

A high plateau is reached when God speaks to Moses and describes the children of Israel as
God's people, a royal priesthood (Ex.19:6 in the Greek version of the Old Testament), and a
holy nation (compare 1 Pet.2:9). No longer was the covenant expressed only through an
individual, here God's choice was to make His covenant with a people as a whole, and they
all bound themselves individually and collectively to meet God's requirements expressed in
a yet to be detailed Law (Ex.19:8). We might wonder if they failed in this within hours, but
certainly within days there was no doubt about it. The associated covenant of a priesthood
(Mal.2:4-8) was therefore so essential to a failing people, and constant sacrifices would be
needed to bring atonement. We should nevertheless not minimize the developing
significance of what was happening in the days of Moses. God was revealing how He
would live among His people in an earthly sanctuary and receive their worship.

In a glorious wide-ranging sweep of human history, John sums up the event as the Law was
given through Moses, and this was the order in which God would deal with people for
centuries. We call it a 'dispensationl, which is a term used in the Revised Version Bible in
Ephesians (Eph.1:10; Eph.3:2; Eph.3:9), Colossians (Col.1:25) and 1 Timothy (1 Tim.1:4).
In the original language of these letters the word is 'oikonomia’, from which we derive our
familiar word 'economy’ - literally meaning management of a house. Thus, a dispensation is
a term describing not just a period of time, but the way in which things are managed. God's
covenant with Israel through Moses established how God would manage His relationships
with people on earth until the momentous fulfilment of the second part of John's statement:
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ (Jn 1:17), a new dispensation again marked by a
new covenant. The book of Hebrews can hardly be understood unless we first have a
knowledge of God's covenant through Moses. But the whole message of Hebrews is that
the dispensation of the Law pales in comparison with the tremendous revelation of the new
covenant mediated by Christ.
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The heavenly horizon

The mountain climbing analogy provides a worthwhile lesson. The best way to describe the
grandeur of the experience was from the summit, looking over all that led up to it. If we
want to better understand what God's early covenant-making was all about we are better to
look back on it from the perspective of the supreme conclusion, the eternal covenant.
Because it is described as eternal (Heb.13:20) it must be dependent on an eternal God, not
on wavering human beings. So the Son of God had to become a man, that through His death
the blood necessary to give effect to this eternal covenant would be provided in the
heavenly sanctuary upon His resurrection and ascension. The offering of Himself to God
was through the eternal Spirit, or His eternal spirit (NASB margin), the former usual
translation of Heb.9:14 emphasizing the involvement of the trinity and the latter the unique
nature of the Son's once-for-all concluding sacrifice. Sacrifices under former covenants had
been offered up through the flames of an altar. The answer to the fire may then be seen in
the sacrifice of Christ, the vehicle for His rendering wholly of Himself to the Father, with
eternal effect. We do well to consider this in relation to the Holy Spirit's presence and work
in us, who appeared at Pentecost in tongues of fire. The effect of this covenant sacrifice
extends to the consciences of the beneficiaries, again evidencing in Rom.8 fashion the
outworking of the One who even searches the deep things of God (1 Cor.2:10). Likewise,
those who through grace and faith gain inheritances under this covenant find them to be
eternal (Heb.9:15), not limited in time or place to this transient earthly sphere.

Those to whom the better covenant is addressed are just as incapable in the flesh of keeping
God's law as Moses' generation was. However, He who is the mediator of a new and eternal
covenant is its Surety too.

As we look at all the covenants that have gone before we praise the One whose covenant
with us is better in every way (Heb.7:19-25).
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The Ministry of Angels

10. Entertaining Angels

Duncan Hickling, Cromer, England

So far in this series we have been looking at the nature of angelic beings, and some of the
things they do. In many of the descriptions of angelic activity described for us in Scripture,
it is clear that an angel is involved, on a mission on God's behalf. However, Heb.13:2
instructs us: Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have
entertained angels without knowing it.

The book of Hebrews opens by emphasizing the proper perspective we should have in
considering angels, the messengers of God, as compared to the Son, the last Word of the
Father. Jesus is exalted as the radiance of God's Glory (Heb.1:3), whereas of angels it says,
Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?
(Heb.1:14) So we are not to seek after the experience of meeting angels, but rather seek the
Lord, and accept that angels are servants of God, just as we are (see Rev.22:8,9).

We have only a small number of occasions in Scripture when angels have appeared to men
and been 'entertained' by them. The first of these is recorded in Genesis 18, when Abraham
was camped by the great trees of Mamre at Hebron, where he had an altar to the LORD. He
lived there with his allies; the men who helped him rescue Lot when he had been taken
captive. He was living in the land where God had called him, and kept company with men
of integrity. Abraham knew the right way to treat strangers, as he himself was an alien in a
foreign land (Gen.17:8)

Abraham firstly notices the three men (as he thought) and determines to show them
hospitality. This was normal practice among the nomadic peoples of the
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area, but Abraham does so without any reluctance. He hurries to serve them, and provides a
generous meal, after refreshing their feet with water. Doesn't it remind us of the Lord Jesus,
washing the disciples' feet and sharing a meal with them? And one of these three appears to
be the Lord himself, in one of His pre-incarnation appearances! It is enough for the student
to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master (Matt.10:25).

What about us? Are we too proud to put ourselves out in service to others? Abraham was
privileged to be able to serve the Lord, without knowing it. Jesus said that when those who
have helped the sick, homeless or hungry receive their reward, The King will reply, 'I tell
you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for
me' (Matt.25:40). We may be able to entertain angels unawares, but we should serve men or
angels wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men (Eph.6:7).

It was not by chance that the angels were there. The word angel literally means 'messenger’,
and Abraham was to receive a message from the Lord concerning the son to be born to his
wife Sarah. As we open our homes to entertain others with a servant heart we must be ready
to listen to the voice of God. Let us not be like Martha, who was distracted by the many
preparations she busied herself with, but rather listen like Mary for the voice of the Lord
(Lk.10:38-42).

At some point Abraham realized that before him was the Lord Himself. As the Lord had
drawn near to him, so he was able to plead for the people of Sodom. This wicked city was
also to receive a visit from the two angels. Their reception by Lot was as it should be, in
terms of them being offered the chance to refresh themselves and have a bed for the night.
However, Lot's strong insistence may have been because he did not like the idea of them
spending the night in the square, knowing as he did the character of the place.

What a contrast! Abraham was dwelling in a wholesome place, a place of worship, and with
good companions. Lot had chosen to live side by side with depravity and wickedness. What
starts out as simple hospitality becomes ugly, as the mob surround the house, seeking to
abuse Lot's guests. The situation deteriorates to such an extent that he even offers his own
daughters to the crowd to appease them. In the end the angels have to grab Lot and his wife
and daughters and lead them out of the city to safety.

Read again the context of Heb.13:2. Chapter 12 concludes with the exhortation to worship
God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our "God is a consuming fire." Chapter 13
then encourages us to watch our conduct and teachings carefully. It is in this spirit of
holiness, meek service and obedience that we are to 'entertain strangers'. Then we will be
ready for anyone, whether it be men, angels, or the Lord Himself! (All quotations are from
the NIV.)
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Focus

Distress Through Doubt

George Prasher, Manchester, England

To many people the name Agnes Bojaxhiu will not be familiar, but refer to the same
person as Mother Teresa and immediately we recognize the remarkable woman who has
been described as "one of the greatest human icons of the past 100 years". A recently
published book, 'Mother Teresa: Come be my light', unveils correspondence which
sheds remarkable light on many years of her inward spiritual battle.

Born in Skopje, Macedonia in 1910, she qualified as a teacher, and in 1929 became
associated with the Loreto Sisters, an education-oriented community of the Roman
Catholic Church, based in Ireland. For the next seventeen years she was teaching as a
Loreto Sister in Calcutta. But while on an annual retreat to the Himalayan foothills in 1946
she felt that Christ was speaking to her, calling her to abandon teaching and work instead
in the slums of the city, dealing directly with the poorest of the poor, the sick, the dying,
the beggars and the street children. "Come, come, carry Me into the holes of the poor;
Come, be My light", she felt He was telling her.

When she disclosed her intention, the local Archbishop was doubtful about its wisdom or
practicability, but yielded to her persistence and referred her case to the Vatican. In
January 1948 permission was finally given for Teresa to undertake her new calling. In
the first half of 1948 she took a basic medical course. Then she sallied out alone on the
streets of Calcutta. About the first person to whom she ministered, she wrote: "The old
man lying on the street - not wanted - all alone, just sick and dying -I gave him carbosone
and water to drink and the old man was so strangely grateful."

Teresa succeeded in locating a place for her headquarters, but within a few months so
many women
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had joined her 'Mission for Charities' that she had to move into larger premises. The
movement gradually attracted world-wide interest. Yet despite such remarkable progress,
Teresa personally began to experience a feeling of spiritual darkness and abandonment. In
1953 she wrote confidentially to a priest of her church, "Please pray specially for me, that I
may not spoil His work, and that our Lord may show Himself to me - for there is such
terrible darkness within me as if everything was dead. It has been like this more or less
since I started the work." Again in 1956 she wrote: "Such deep longing for God -
and...repulsed - empty - no faith - no love - no zeal - the saving of souls holds no attraction -
heaven means nothing - pray for me please that I keep smiling at Him despite everything."

Although publicly cheerful, Teresa lived in a state of deep and abiding spiritual pain. She
was acutely aware of the discrepancy between her public demeanour and the spiritual
conflict within. "The smile", she wrote, "is a mask or a cloak that covers everything".

Such extracts from Teresa's correspondence seem to reflect an absence of scriptural
reassurance as to the security in God's salvation of all who place faith in the Saviour. There
is much about striving for a felt sense of Christ's presence which seems constantly to elude
her. Doubtless this reflected her background in the Roman Catholic Church. For Satan
ensures that most believers are assailed by doubts at some time in their Christian
experience.

Assurance of salvation rests on faith in the divinely inspired word of God. For faith comes
by hearing, and hearing by the word of God (Rom.10:17). When assailed by doubt, the
believer's safeguard is to resort to the great scriptural assurances of salvation. Having been
begotten again through the incorruptible seed of the word of God which lives and abides for
ever, that same word is renewed to the heart in reassuring power.

Inward spiritual struggle there is bound to be, as the apostle Paul revealed from his personal
experience: [ delight in the law of God according to the inward man. But I see another law
in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the
law of sin which is in my members. 0 wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from
this body of death? I thank God - through Jesus Christ our Lord! (Rom.7:22-25).

How grateful to God we should be for such clear analysis of the believer's spiritual conflict!
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Getting to know God through Ezekiel
10. A Word to Shepherds

Edwin Neely, Brantford, Canada

A very large part of Israel's transgression against God was resident in her leaders, her
teachers, her priests, her shepherds, so it is not unreasonable that these be mentioned in
detail throughout the book, with inherent lessons for those who have been called to the lead
in our own day as well. God speaks directly through His prophet to the leaders of Israel. He
also gives us incidental instruction while dealing with other matters. A succinct lesson is
given, for instance, in the lamentation over Tyre. This sea-going nation was compared to a
great ship, beautiful and seaworthy, but headed for shipwreck. It was a comparison that
seafarers would understand. In her prime, her wise men were her pilots (Ezek.27:8); the
elders of Gebal and her wise men repaired her seams (verse 9). Those who pilot any great
ship must be men of wisdom, which if any man lack, James tells us, (Jas.1:5) let him ask of
God. Dare any pilot of God's people not be continuously asking for the wisdom that is from
above? Solomon's request for it at his ascension to the throne greatly pleased the LORD
and brought the king and his people great rewards! Secondly, the elders and wise men
together repaired the ship's seams. How necessary in dealing with any people, particularly
God's people, is this job of mending seams. We are so apt to fracture apart and Satan would
strive to break the unity that is so pleasant to God (Ps.133). Someone must take the lowly
place, a servant of Christ and of others, to go into the undesirable depths of the vessel, right
down into the hull, the bilge, to bind and undergird and secure what will otherwise just fly
apart under stress of wind and storm and flood. That kind of leadership in Tyre's ship and in
ours will draw others to share in that in which we rejoice (verse 9b; Songs 1:4)!

False prophets misled the people by whitewashing walls
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that should have been cemented with mortar in that they prophesied peace when there was
no peace (Ezek.13:10-12). Leaders can whitewash walls that should be reconstructed also.
Think of Lev.14:34ff where infected stones needed to be excised from the dwelling place.
Whitewashing would have resulted in the whole building being lost. Correct leadership
would have examined and scraped and, if necessary, removed the offending stone. There
are obvious temptations to whitewash in God's building today. No favours are given to
anyone by not carrying out the necessary!

But direct words to leaders in Ezek.20 and onward also would teach men who would lead.
Elders on one occasion appeared before Ezekiel to inquire of the LORD (v.1) but He would
not be inquired of by them (v.3). Why? God's complaint about them and their fathers was a
lack of holiness: "they did not cast away the detestable things of their eyes, nor did they
forsake the idols of Egypt" (verse 8). Ezekiel then reviews the different periods in the
history of Israel. He rescued them again and again in spite of their rebellion right from
Egypt onwards and the current generation was no better. As in the case of many of their
kings, they loved righteousness, but they did not hate iniquity. God's Perfect Servant did
both (Ps.45:7; Heb.1:9). Restoration and blessing would accompany such leaders only when
separation and holiness caused a loathing of defiling deeds as well as the loving of the
blessing that attends righteous ones (v.44).

Ezek.19 brings us to a dirge against Israel's more or less current leaders through two
figures, a lion and her whelps and a vine and its branches. The lion is a figure of Judah; the
first of her whelps, Jehoahaz, is cited for his wickedness, the devouring of mankind. His
punishment is to be taken captive in chains to Egypt by Pharaoh Neco and to die there. The
next whelp is Jehoiakin. (Jehoiakim, who followed Jehoahaz, is missed out here, perhaps
not quite as evil as the others.) Jehoiakin's evil is also the devouring of men and cities.
Ezekiel prophesied a lion hunt, which would bring the necessary judgement. The second
figure is that of Judah as a vine. No specific ruler is designated by the rods that grew out of
the vine, but a picture of fruitfulness withering to dried up, transplanted wastefulness gives
a picture of Judah being carried off to the desert, Babylon, because of her wicked leaders.
How solemn, once again, to realize that leadership affects not only the life of the leader, but
the lives of followers, either for fruitfulness or for blasted fruitlessness. The effects of poor
leadership are not only temporal, but eternal!

As a result of untrue leadership, judgement was now to fall upon all the land. A thorough
history of unjust leadership was now given to those in captivity (Ezek.20:5-44) and with it
an assurance that Judah would get no benefit from relying upon Egypt for help. That is
where the whole problem had started in the first place. Ezekiel's message was one of the
necessity of repentance. Jerusalem's leaders had their failures listed in every category
(Ezek.22:1-31): They had broken the demands of the covenant; they had misused their
positions to lord it over the flock and this resulted
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in people being put to death unjustly; they had treated their parents without due honour;
they had oppressed strangers. They had maltreated widows and orphans, despised the
Sabbath, used slander, worshipped idols, behaved immorally, taken bribes and overtaxed
the common people and charged undue interest. This was all summed up in the Lord's
words in verse 12: "But you have forgotten Me." There is little point keeping the feasts of
the Lord and disregarding the commandments of the Lord. No point saying, "Lord, Lord,"
and not doing the things that He says (Lk.6:46)! There is little point keeping the
remembrance of the Lord today and nullifying the requisite holiness, either personal or
ecclesiastical! Leaders, shepherds take note! We teach the saints by example as well as by
precept!

One of the great problems in Israel and Judah was the existence of false prophets, men who
spoke as though from God, but lacking in communion with Him. They resembled lions that
devoured the innocent, denying refreshment and encouragement from the LORD to people
anxiously awaiting it, announcing that the people should go to war when God had not
commanded it. The nation therefore hungered when it might have been fed. Men were
needlessly slain, multiplying the number of fatherless and widows in the land. Those who
followed in leadership had learned from their forebears, with the few exceptions being
specially mentioned as those who did well, but far outnumbered by ravenous wolves that
did not spare the flock. God spare us from empty teachers and ravenous leaders among us
today! In Israel's day God looked in vain for a leader who would stand against all and for
Him. They would all be held to account in judgement!

The chapter on shepherds (Ezek.34) speaks of those who fleece the sheep instead of feeding
them. "Should not the shepherds feed the flock?" (Ezek.34:2). Secondly, when sheep
wandered astray the shepherds did not "search or seek for them" (Ezek.34:7). God places
Himself against such shepherds. The recipe for a good shepherd is seen in God's description
of what He Himself will do: Search, care for them on a gloomy day, lead them to a place of
rest. It is in this context that this great promise is written: "And I will make them and the
places around My hill a blessing. And I will cause showers to come down in their season;
they will be showers of blessing”" (Ezek.34:26). We pray for showers of blessing. Good
shepherding may well lead to them. Then will the flock rejoice in the experience of David:
"The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want" (Ps.23:1)

In Ezek.40 in the middle of revealing truths concerning the new millennial temple God
gives the prescription for a good leader: "Moreover...teach My people the difference
between the holy and the profane and cause them to discern between the clean and the
unclean. And in a dispute they shall take their stand to judge; they shall judge it according
to My ordinances. They shall also keep My laws and My statutes...” (Ezek.44:23,24). This
will make a worthy servant, a worthy leader, a worthy minister of the Word of God.
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Is the Lord at Home?

Jim Seddon, Liverpool, England

Among the friends we have, there are those whom we know particularly well; even to the
extent that we know their likes and their dislikes. With such close friends, we tend to know
what's characteristic of them.

In the decor and furnishings of their home, as well as in the way it's run, we see the
unmistakable stamp of their personality. The owner has influenced the home so much that
it's taken on his or her character.

So, too, the heart in which Christ dwells will take on His personality. His influence can be
seen in every part of that life.

Christians in whose hearts the Lord feels at home! This certainly was Paul's prayer for the
Ephesians: that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith (Eph.3:17).

The word used means to settle down, to make one's home there.

Such words might picture for us the Bethany home of Mary, Martha and Lazarus where the
Lord was always welcome. It truly must have been a delightful place.

'Home' denotes a place of peace and joy, of contentment, and ownership: something so very
personal.

The Lord at home in our heart: to what extent has this been realised in our lives today?
Some may think that God is only able to do this with 'super-Christians', but notice how the
passage ends:

Now to Him who is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think,
according to the power that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all
generations forever and ever. Amen.

(All scripture references are from NKJV)
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Bible Covenants
11. Covenant or Will?

Brian Johnston, Leigh, England

We are so used to 'Old Testament' and "New Testament' in relation to the two main
parts of the Bible that we don't stop to consider that these are very curious titles for
groups of writings, given the way we use the word 'testament' in society today.
Characters like Moses and David in the first part of the Bible related to God under the
Old Covenant. But the making of the New Covenant by the death of Jesus brought
about such a radically new way of relating to God that it demanded writings of its own
to fully explain it. So, perhaps it would be better to refer to the two parts of the Bible
as 'the Old Covenant' and 'the New Covenant' - which in itself would testify to the
importance of the covenant idea through the Bible, as emphasized in this series.

So why is the wording 'Old Testament' and 'New Testament' preferred? It goes back
to the Greeks (and the Latin 'Testamentum'). They had a word for what we would
regard as someone's 'last will and testament', the document in which a person sets out
what is to be done with his property after death. This was the word, 'diatheke'
(pronounced dee-ath-ay-kay, Strong's no. 1242). In both classical Greek and in the
papyri it is found many times and is almost always used in this sense.

But curiously, when we turn to the New Testament it's hard to deny that sometimes
'diatheke' means a covenant and at other times it means a will. Take Gal.3:15, for
example. Here Paul draws on everyday life. Though it is only a man's covenant
(‘diatheke"), yet if it is confirmed, no one annuls or adds to it. So far, the words could
refer either to a covenant or to a will. But Paul immediately goes on to say that the
promises were spoken to Abraham and to his Seed
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(v. 16). The second use of 'diatheke' (v. 17) shows Paul is referring to the covenant
God made with Abraham. So, the term must mean 'covenant' here.

However, we may come to a different conclusion if we turn to Heb.9:16-17.
Following on in thought from the word inheritance at the end of verse 15, we read: for
where there is a testament ('diatheke"), there must also of necessity be the death of
the testator. For a testament ('diatheke' again) is in force after men are dead. Can it
be said that a covenant is of force only when someone has died? Is a covenant not
very much concerned with the living? On the other hand, it can be argued (rightly,
as we saw from the very first article in this present series) that in covenant-making,
the sacrifice of a victim was customary (Gen.15:10; Jer.34:18,19). Whoever made a
covenant did so at the cost of a life. Therefore, might Heb.9 be viewing Jesus in
covenantal terms as the victim whose death was necessary? But does the actual
wording refer to the death of the covenant victim or to that of the covenant-maker?

On balance, in this instance it does seem as though the writer has subtly switched to
treating the biblical Greek word for 'covenant' (‘diatheke') as here signifying a will (its
usual Greek sense outside the Bible). In some sense, there is actually not a lot of
difference in the precise view taken, for thoughts of covenant and testament seem to
merge here (v. 18). While 'covenants' and 'wills' are not in all respects identical, the
writer sees the New Covenant as having the character of a testamentary disposition.
In other words, an authoritative setting down of terms - like human wills, in which
all the arrangements are secured by the testator, and its beneficiaries need only accept
its terms. Treating the New Covenant in this way, the writer argues that its force - like
that of all human wills - depends on the death of the one who made it. That is when it
takes effect.

If we may now return to the main point we were making, when the Old Testament
was translated into Greek it was this term, 'diatheke', strangely enough at first sight,
that was used to translate the Hebrew 'berith’ (ber-eeth, Strong's no. 1285), 'covenant' -
not just once, but 277 times. We say, strangely enough, for the translators passed over
their usual word for covenant, ‘suntheke' (pronounced soon-thay-kay), and used this
term instead which was normally the regular word for a will.
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Why did they do this? Perhaps, generalizing the argument above which was specific to
Heb.9, they did not make as sharp a distinction between the two different ideas as we
do. The basic idea in 'diatheke' is that of an authoritative disposition, and this
applies equally well to any covenant in which God dictates the terms and also to a will
in which we find the directions of a deceased person.

It seems that among the Greeks 'diatheke' stood for something laid down with final
authority. After all, no-one can bargain with a testator to get better terms, because he's
dead! In this series, we have been concerned with studying the covenants God makes
with people by laying down the terms. No-one can negotiate with God in order to get
Him to change His mind and produce another covenantal agreement that better suits
the human recipient.

It may well be that the translators of the Old Testament felt that ‘suntheke', the ordinary
word for a formal agreement, would convey the wrong impression if used of covenants
which God made, being too much concerned with two-sidedness. It stood for making
the best deal that one's negotiating skills could obtain. This was not what the Old
Testament writers were talking about, so the translators rejected the word that might
well have conveyed this meaning. Instead they used a word which indicates an
authoritative laying down of the terms. Once they had made their choice on the basis
of the covenants God made, they had to use it for those other covenants too.

The writer to the Hebrews is especially fond of the covenant idea as a way of looking
at Christ's saving work, and uses the word diatheke seventeen times -while all the rest
of the writers of the New Testament manage only sixteen between them.

This great New Testament word ('diatheke'), which stresses an authoritative laying
down of terms, shows that 'all is of God' - and on that note of reverent wonder, we
draw this series on covenants to a close. In it, we have seen that while there was a
conditional aspect to at least one covenant God made, divine covenants are never
bilateral, for no-one in making a covenant bargains with God. Another thing which a
study of this word has done, is to focus our attention on the death of Christ as the
basis of the eternal covenant (Heb.13:20).

As far as our motivation to apply the Scriptures, perhaps we should reflect more on
the New Testament as being the last will and testament of the Lord who died for us on
the cross. The only fitting response we can make to His death for us is to obey from
our hearts all we find written there. The body of teaching it contains is not for
negotiation, but for our devoted compliance.
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The Ministry of Angels

11. Angel of the LORD

James Needham, Birmingham, England

Of all the angelic beings to appear on the pages of Scripture, one stands out as
unique. The various appearances of the one introduced in Gen.16:7 as the Angel of the
LORD reveals one who excels, both in character and person, the created angelic hosts;
one so closely connected with the God of heaven as to be indistinguishable, appearing
as a visible manifestation of God Himself.

In the very first use of the word angel in the Scriptures, the Angel of the Lord
appeared to Hagar as she sat by a spring in the wilderness (Gen.16:7-14). He came with a
promise reverberating the divine assurance of progeny which God had made to Abram
(Gen.13:16;15:5): I will multiply your descendants exceedingly, so that they shall not
be counted for multitude. This multiplication of Hagar's descendants through Ishmael
was a matter of divine purpose to be performed by God (Gen.17:20), yet the promise
came from the Angel, on His own account and to be performed by His own
determination. Hagar's conviction that she had seen the God who sees, is confirmed by
Scripture: it was the LORD who spoke to her (Gen.16:13).

The intimate association between the Angel of the Lord and God Himself is not
unique to Hagar's experience. On Moriah, Abraham was stayed from the sacrifice of
Isaac by the Angel of the Lord, who acknowledged the act of worship being performed
towards Him (Gen.22:5,12; see also Jdgs.6:18), something the created orders of
angelic beings would never accept (Rev.19:10). Jacob's night-time wrestle with the
Angel beside the Jabbok left him with a deep
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conviction that he had seen God face to face (Gen.32:22-32; Hos.12:3-4), a fact
confirmed by the Angel in the meaning behind Jacob's new name (Gen.32:28).
Moses too, having been attracted by the Angel of the Lord who appeared in fire out of
the bush, approached to hear God [who] called to him from the midst of the bush
(Ex.3:2,4,6). There, at Horeb, signs were given to Moses to perform before the people
that they may believe that the LORD God of their fathers...has appeared to you
(Ex.4:5), a fact confirmed in Stephen's address to the Council that with singleness of
purpose and unity of deity God sent [Moses] to be a ruler and a deliverer by the hand
of the Angel who appeared to him in the bush (Acts 7:35). On a later occasion,
Manoah and his wife, in an experience which reflected Gideon's (Jdgs.6:11-24), were
left convinced that we have seen God! (Jdgs.13:22). They were not dissuaded from
this conviction. Indeed, the Angel took to Himself a Messianic name later revealed in
Isa.9:6 (Jdgs.13:18) and identified Himself with the offering and its savour, ascending
in the flame of the altar (Jdgs.13:20).

The regular identification with deity of the Angel of the Lord (elsewhere referred to
as the Angel of God - see Jdgs.13:3,9-13) indicates that this is none other than the Lord
Jesus Christ in pre-incarnate manifestation. Identified inseparably with God, we see the
mystery of godliness, God...manifested in the flesh (1 Tim.3:16), foreshadowed in the
pre-incarnate Word appearing as a heavenly Man (Jdgs.13:6) to work the purposes of
God amongst men, until the mystery was conclusively revealed when the Word became
flesh and dwelt among us (Jn 1:14) after which references to the Angel of the Lord
cease. Prior to His assumption of eternal humanity (1 Tim.2:5), He came as one sent
from the presence of God (Isa.63:9), heralding in type the work which He alone could
accomplish when, in the fullness of time, He came to seek and to find (Gen.16:7;
Lk.19:10), directing men to God (Jdgs.13:16; Matt.19:17) and giving Himself in
sacrifice (Jdgs.13:20; Eph.5:2) to stay the hand of judgment (Gen.22:11-12; Jn 3:17) and
redeem a people for God's own possession (Gen.48:16; Col.l:13-14), made righteous
(Zech.3:1-4; Phil.3:9) and brought into a covenant owned by Him (Jdgs.2:l-2;
Heb.9:16) and demanding their obedience (Ex.23:20-23; Jdgs.2:2; Jn 14:15).

In all these aspects we see the unmistakable and unsurpassable character of Christ
shining out from the Angel of the Lord. (Quotations from the NKJV)

Editors' Note: The Focus feature on the following 2 pages is due to be the last scheduled topical
item from the pen of George Prasher. A current affairs type slot will continue with next year's
launch of our new quarterly format, but George has expressed a wish to retire from
performing this specific task which he has diligently undertaken for over a quarter of a
century, always with relevance and penetrating biblical insight. We are sure readers will join
us in heartfelt appreciation of a job well done in the Master's service.
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Focus

Year-End Concerns

George Prasher, Manchester, England

As Year 2007 draws to a close the world scene remains fraught with problems and
uncertainties.

Particularly in the Middle East bitter rivalries continue to threaten peace. After visiting
the region, the US Secretary of State, Condoleezza Rice, pledged an annual provision of
$3 billion in military aid to Israel over the next ten years. Military equipment worth $20
billion was also assured to a number of countries in the Persian Gulf area, such as
Kuwait, Bahrain and Oman. These measures are designed to offset the growing power
of Iran and its influence with several Shi'ite Muslim groups in Lebanon, Syria and
Gaza. Israel maintains a high state of alert in the face of continued threats from
neighbouring states.

How thankfully we bring to mind the great declaration of Ps.33:10,11:
The LORD brings the counsel of the nations to nothing;

He makes the plans of the peoples of no effect.

The counsel of the LORD stands forever,

The plans of His heart to all generations.

The present Middle East situation reflects what is described by the writer of Ps.83:
They have taken crafty counsel against Your people,
And consulted together against Your sheltered ones.

They have said, "Come, and let us cut them off from being a nation, that the name of
Israel may be remembered no more." (Ps.83:3,4)

Whatever situation caused the Psalmist to write in this strain some centuries before
Christ's earthly sojourn, his words also prophetically express the attitude of many in
Israel's neighbouring countries today. This attitude will result in a final military
onslaught against Israel just prior to the return of the Lord Jesus in power and glory at
the time of the end, as described in Zech.12:
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Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of drunkenness to all the surrounding peoples,
when they lay siege against Judah and Jerusalem...In that day I will make the
governors of Judah like a firepan in the woodpile, and like a fiery torch in the sheaves;
they shall devour all the surrounding peoples on the right hand and on the left...It
shall be in that day that 1 will seek to destroy all the nations that come against
Jerusalem. And I will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem
the Spirit of grace and supplication, then they will look on Me whom they pierced. Yes,
they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him as one
grieves for a firstborn (Zech.12:2,6,9,10).

That revelation of Israel's true Messiah will surely be one of the most dramatic
moments in all the colourful history of God's ancient people! Despite their ferocious
struggle against the invaders, half the city of Jerusalem will have been taken, and the
prospect of complete defeat will be staring them in the face.

Then the LORD will go forth and fight against those nations,

As He fights in the day of battle.

And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives,

Which faces Jerusalem on the east, and the Mount of Olives shall be split in two, from
east to west (Zech.14:3,4).

How marked the contrast between the American provision of still more military
hardware to Middle Eastern countries and the prospect offered by God for the future
blessing of Israel and all mankind! Military resources will be abolished by the Lord
Jesus when He takes His power to reign at His coming to earth again.

He shall judge between the nations,

And rebuke many people;

They shall beat their swords into ploughshares,

And their spears into pruning hooks:

Nation shall not lift up sword against nation,

Neither shall they learn war any more (Isa.2:4).

Thankfully we anticipate that future prospect. Faith lays hold of God's promises and
finds comfort from the realization that history moves forward under His overall
control, despite all the problems arising from mankind's alienation. It is not for us to
know times or seasons which the Father has set within His own authority (Acts 1:7).
He who testifies to these things says "Surely I am coming quickly."”

With the aged apostle John do our hearts not also respond, Even so, come Lord Jesus
(Rev.22:20).
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Getting to know God through Ezekiel

11. 'The LORD is there'

Edwin Neely, Brantford, Canada

It is not without significance to point out that Ezekiel's introduction to Millennial
restoration is the building of a new house for God. The first temple had been built by
Solomon on Mount Moriah on ground purchased by David from Araunah the
Jebusite and according to instructions from God given in writing to David's son. This
temple was defiled by Israel and subsequently destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar at the
fall of Jerusalem. A second somewhat inferior looking structure was erected in the
days after the return from exile, encouraged by Haggai and Zechariah and erected
under Zerubbabel and Joshua. The temple that was in existence when the Lord was on
the earth was built by Herod with Jewish permission. It was destroyed by the Romans
under Titus in A.D.70 according to the prophecy of Daniel (9:26). While its stones
were not left one upon another, as prophesied by Christ (Matt.24:2), the foundation
built by Solomon still exists. Before Antichrist can set up his abomination of
desolation (Matt.24:15; 2 Thess.2:4; Rev.11:1) another temple, a fourth, will be set up
on this site. None of these has been or will be built according to the dimensions and
blueprints of Ezekiel's prophecy. They await a fifth temple, in which, says Isa.66:23:
""And it shall be from new moon to new moon and from sabbath to sabbath, all
mankind will come to bow down before Me," says the LORD. " It would seem that this
temple will not be built on the former site, but on top of the mountains in the middle of
the priests' part of the holy oblation, a 25,000 reed (about 5 miles) square area
(Ezek.40:1-5). The sanctuary will be somewhat north of the city. The area where
Solomon's temple had been built had been defiled with the graves of the kings of Judah
(Ezek.43:7,8). (Details apart, we repeat that it is not without significance that the
house is mentioned first, for worship in the house has always been foremost in the mind
of God! Those who 128
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returned from the exile had learned this also (Ezra 3:7ff)). How blessed to be part of it in a
spiritual sense today! But even this temple of Ezekiel with its sacrifices will eventually be
done away. 2 Pet.3:7 tells us that both heavens and earth will disappear in a burning
maelstrom. With Peter, we look for a new heavens and a new earth wherein righteousness
dwells. Peter's admonition (2 Pet.3:11) is of significance here as we consider such things!
In that new creation, the eternal state, there will be no physical temple, but the tabernacle of
God will be among men; He will dwell among His people (Rev.21:3). Ezek.40-48 show
that temporary state, the Millennium, that 'preparation’ for Israel for that which will surely
follow. The construction is very detailed, without the gold and sparkle of previous dwelling
places. That won't be needed to show God's glory, for the Christ of God will be there. It is
only when the house is ready that the glory of God is again seen approaching and entering
the house (Ezek.43:1-7). The present eastern gate of the city is not the one that the glory of
the Lord will enter (Ezek.43:4). New structures and new topography will have replaced
present situations before that time. There seems no doubt whatever that actual animal
sacrifices will once again be offered for Israel (Ezek.43:18-27). The best suggestion as to
why this should be reinstated (with some variation from Leviticus) during the thousand
years is that they might be a memorial only to bring Israel again to a full knowledge of the
Lord, and somehow an appreciation of the fulfilment of these types in the sacrifice of
Christ at Calvary.

In the new service of worship outlined in Ezek.44, some have considered the prince to be
Messiah Himself, but this is impossible. He is described in Ezek.45:22 as having to offer a
sin offering for himself and the people. Messiah has never had to, and shall never have to
offer sin offering on His own behalf! Also Ezek.46:16 speaks of his having sons. He is
perhaps a special representative of Messiah in the kingdom, possibly David himself.
Those of the tribe of Levi who had served idols in their lifetime will not be given the right
to serve in the Millennial priesthood in the temple, but will appear as overseers in the gate
according to the mercy of God. Again we meet the truth that what we do down here in life
will have an effect on the nearness that we enjoy to God and Christ after this life is over. A
solemn warning to present-day servants of the Lord! The sons of Zadok who were faithful
in times of apostasy will comprise the officiating priesthood. One of the solemn duties of
the priesthood then will be to teach the people the difference between the holy and profane,
the clean and the unclean. The responsibility to do the same applies today as well! God's
millennial house will be protected by a surrounding area about eight miles square and an
area for the priests that extends another eight miles east and west. Two walls also separate
the house from that which is outside, even in the Millennium. There is a lesson here about
the separation of the house! Again the law of the house (43:12) in that day should give us
reflection on the sanctity of His house today! Special mention of ample support for those
who serve should also
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motivate the generosity of saints today towards those who so willingly dispense their
energies in the service of God's house. The very complete detail concerning the house,
its furniture, its feasts and its priesthood, displays the fact that the concern of God that
was given to minute detail in the tabernacle and Solomon's temple hasn't changed; the
detail of the house today is likewise very important. We disregard it at our peril.

Topographical changes in the land of Israel also take place as millennial glory floods
the scene. Among other things, a river proceeds from the threshold of the house of God
and flows eastward (Ezek.47:1). (Zechariah further reports that it will flow westward to
the Mediterranean also (Zech.l4:8)). Beginning as a trickle (v.2), it gains strength
and depth, and within a few thousand cubits (about 2 miles) it becomes waters in
which one could swim. Detail is not given in vain in Scripture: as we walk through the
purifying blessing that ever flows from God's presence we will find our ankles and
walk affected, our knees and prayer life affected, our loins and spiritual propagation
affected, and soon we will experience such blessings that we are able to completely
submerge ourselves in them. These waters of Ezek.47 will bring life to the Dead Sea
and fruitfulness to arid plains of the Arabah, bringing health and healing to the nations,
and fish in abundance wherever the river flows (Ezek.47:7-9). It's interesting that the
river flows in the land of what had been Judah rather than northward to the rest of
Israel. There is a similarity purposed in the blessing that flows from the house of God
today (Eph.4:12), however poorly we enter into God's purpose through us. These
prophecies were given as encouragement to the exiled captives of Babylonia.

Land allotments for the various tribes will run from west to east across the land with
Dan in the north, followed by Asher, Naphtali, Manasseh, Ephraim and Reuben. Then
the territory for the sanctuary, priests, city and prince, is followed by Judah, Benjamin,
Simeon, Issachar, Zebulun and Gad. The arrangement is different from what is
recorded in Josh.13-17, or yet from their position in the march towards the Promised
Land. While no reason is given for this, we remark again that what happens down here
now will affect what takes place hereafter. Then, at last, the territory promised to
Abraham will be fully occupied. The land of Israel will be much larger than it ever has
been, and will be topographically different also (Zech.14). The city that stands in the
midst will have 12 gates, three on each side. The tribe of Levi will be represented
here, Joseph's gate taking the place of those named for Ephraim and Manasseh
(Ezek.48:31,32). This city is not to be confused with the New Jerusalem which shall
descend as a bride adorned for her husband in the eternal state (Rev.21:2), nor is the
river of Ezek.47 to be confused with the river of Rev.22, however similar they may
seem to be. The name of the Millennial city will be "Yahweh Shammah" - "The LORD
is there". The presence of the LORD will bring the promised majestic glory to Israel.
How sad that they had to spend millennia without it!
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Pure Hearts

Malcolm Macdonald, Dunfermline, Scotland

Pure hearts may not be highly valued in today's modern world, but to the God of heaven
people who possess such are of more value than silver or gold. He who loves a pure
heart and whose speech is gracious will have the king for his friend (Prov.22:11).

Pure hearts

The NIV translation of the Bible includes seven different uses of 'pure' with respect to
our hearts. Five of these uses describe what our hearts are like. Two of them describe
the state or condition of our hearts.

The first of those regarding the condition of our hearts has to do with the answer to
two questions.

Who may ascend the hill of the LORD? Who may stand in his holy place? (Ps.24:3,4).
To the God-fearing Israelite surely these two questions stood at the very centre of their
national existence. In a similar way today these questions of divine service and its
setting should occupy the minds of every God-fearing believer. The four-part
answer follows the questions and shows the need for godliness in all our lives:

1. Clean hands - speaking of actions

2. A pure heart - speaking of loving obedience.

3. Freedom from idolatry - speaking of true worship

4. Honest lips - speaking of truthfulness

The second setting (Ps.51) has to do with an example of failure that occurred in the life
of king David. It concerned the deliberate sin into which David fell, associated with
his affair with Bathsheba and the murder of her husband. It brought home to David so
strongly his fallen nature, in which we all share, and the impossibility of worshipping
God with such a condition of heart. So David pleads with God to create in him a 'pure
heart' and renew a steadfast
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spirit within him. The apostle Paul also emphasizes the need for similar concern
regarding our present worship of God (1 Cor.11:28).

The next setting is given in our introductory text: he who loves a pure heart and whose
speech is gracious will have the king for his friend (Prov.22:11). Perhaps all that need be
said about such a text is that no greater incentive to 'pure hearts' could be given than the
promise of having the king as our friend. When Jesus was here among His disciples He
said You are my friends if you do what I command (Jn 15:14).

Two last references to 'pure hearts' are both found in the letters to Timothy. Firstly, the
apostle gives a command to counteract false doctrine - so often a cause of bitterness
and hatred. He states the purpose of counteracting false teaching is to bring love, which
comes from a pure heart (1 Tim.1:5). It is apparent then, that sound teaching really
leads to love flowing from pure hearts. Finally, the apostle - speaking to a younger man
- exhorts him to flee the evil desires of youth but go after righteousness, faith, love and
peace along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart (2 Tim.2:22).
Righteousness, faith, love and peace are the very opposites of evil desires. How
important to have that right attitude of heart when calling on the Lord.

We then have to consider the two occurrences of pure in heart. One is in the Old
Testament; the other is in the New. Both of them give us strong encouragement to
know God in our daily lives. The first one deals with God's goodness and the second
one deals with seeing God.

Asaph, the psalmist, stated (Ps.73:1) that God was good to Israel, to those who were
pure in heart. He himself had been passing through a difficult time. He was almost
ready to give up because of the evil surrounding him on every hand. But the change
came when he went into the sanctuary of God. Then he appreciated God's goodness
as he thought on the final end of wicked men. It's in the sanctuary that we realise in
fuller measure the goodness of our God.

The New Testament occurrence is found in the Beatitudes from the sermon on the
mount. How arresting is the word of the Lord Jesus: Blessed are the pure in heart, for
they will see God (Matt.5:8).

Seeing God is only twice referred to in our Bibles - one is future (Job 19:26) and the
other concerns the words we're studying at present. To experience God in our everyday
lives requires this purity in heart. If this is present then all the other things in our lives
will fall into place. We will see, and rejoice in, the hand of God working in us and
through us in all the circumstances we face.

(All quotations from NIV)
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