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Back to Basics

The Trinity
The fundamental of fundamentals
by David Viles, Dulwich, England

Although defined as 'the central dogma of Christian theology',1 the
term Trinity is nowhere explicitly stated in Scripture. Rather, it is a
sublime concept, progressively revealed by God in His Word, which
is nevertheless capable of deduction and acceptance by the finite
minds of humankind. A classic description is 'one God subsisting in
three persons and one substance'. The words 'persons' and 'substance'
are highly specific in this context - we will return to them later.
Whatever the Trinity means, it must therefore be fundamental to
understanding who God is and what God does. The figures one and
three are crucial to such understanding. Christianity will emphatically
concur with the Jew and the Moslem that 'the Lord our God is one
Lord',2 but will add that He subsists in three Persons. This
fundamental qualification accounts for the continuing opposition of
Judaism to Christianity, ever since the Son of God declared, "I and
the Father are one."3 It also places Christianity at complete odds with
Moslem monotheism.4
This may already seem remote and complex, but the implications are
also fundamental in a much more human way. For John to declare
that 'God is love'5 has little real meaning unless God had somebody to
love before He created mankind in His own image - love involves at
least two persons. Jesus insisted that the Father loves the Son with
absolute candour and unity of purpose.6 This sublime love, subsisting
and streaming eternally between the Persons of the Trinity, is presented
to us as the fount of all human love.7
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Explaining the Trinity - principles
Basic as this doctrine is, it has never ceased to be controversial. For some people, the
intellectual difficulty of encompassing a God who is both one and three, is enough for the
Trinity to be relegated to the theological back burner or even rejected. There are therefore
some basic principles by which the disciple will wish to be guided:
1. We are used to complexity, both in our everyday lives and in the creation around us. Can
we expect the Creator - immortal, living in light unapproachable, majestic in holiness - to
be any more accessible to our finite minds?
2. The Trinity, like all of Scripture, is the product of divine revelation, and God knows how
much revelation we can endure of His ineffable glory. There are secret things which belong
only to Him, and surely the fullness of the relationships within the Trinity is one of these.
Nevertheless, the things revealed belong to us 8 - assuring us that the Spirit will use meditation
on these high and holy revelations to enrich our spiritual lives.
3. There are limitations imposed by our human condition in considering the nature and
character of God. One is language, by which God has chosen to reveal Himself, but which
is nevertheless inadequate to the task of communicating His reality. We therefore need to
be very careful about the words that we use, recognising their limitations. Another
limitation is our environment, particularly our domination by time. We are driven to use
analogies in seeking to explain and defend the Trinity. There is nothing wrong with this
approach, provided we are sensitive to the limitations implicit in comparing a thing or a
state with the eternal and limitless. For example, in describing the unity and diversity of the
Trinity we may choose the analogy of a man who is at once a husband, father and son, uniting
three different functions in one person. This is helpful as far as it goes, but it fails to do full
justice to the relationships within the Trinity which demand equality and universality as well
as diversity.9
So, confronted by these ineffable facts about God, the humble disciple can only wonder and
adore, being content to accept the Trinity as a doctrine which accommodates all the relevant
Scriptural revelation. The process thereafter of pursuing analogies which go some way
towards explaining it in human terms is legitimate, but to proceed the other way - fitting
the doctrine into an allegorical system - is likely to skew and oversimplify any attempt to
understand the revealed nature of God.

A little history...
One important example of an unbalanced approach to the Trinity is afforded by the Arian
controversy of the fourth century. Arius (c.250-336) taught that
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Christ, though creator and redeemer, was not of one substance with the Father, being born in
time. The root of his error lay precisely in over-emphasising selective Scriptures at the
expense of the whole revelation, considering the eternal truths of Christ's divine nature
through the perspective of space and time, and in failing to acknowledge the limitations of
language in expressing this divine nature. John repeatedly describes the Son as being the only
begotten of the Father.10 Arius interpreted this, in conjunction with certain Scriptures
implying order in the Trinity,11 in a space/time context so as to indicate that Christ was
willed into existence by God. A similar stumbling block was provided by the Greek word
'hupostasis' in the context of Heb.1:3 - the image of his substance (RV) in relation to the nature
of Christ. Here is a material word - meaning basis or foundation - used by the Spirit-guided
writer in a highly technical, theological sense.12 Arians argued that the Son was not of the
same substance, but of a like substance, with the Father, again suggesting that the Son is
inferior.
So serious were the implications of this teaching, that a Council was held at Nicaea in 325,
resulting in the famous credal formulation describing the Son as 'begotten not made, being of
one substance with the Father'. A later Council described the Spirit as 'the Lord.... who
proceeds from the Father and the Son and with the Father and the Son together is
worshipped and glorified.' These classic formulations have stood the test of time, because
they take account of the full Scriptural revelation about the Trinity - particularly those
which emphasise the eternal existence of the Son in equality with the Father13 and the divine
nature of the Lord the Spirit.14 These remote debates continue to resonate today. Arian
interpretations of monotheism are still propounded by various unitarian groups and by sects
such as the Jehovah's Witnesses. And the Nicaean debates still leave some loose ends, such as
the use of the word 'Person' to describe the Trinity. This word requires cautious use in this
context - in the normal sense 'persons' signifies individuals with different knowledge, feelings
and will. But in the theological sense, these qualities are all identical.15

What is God - one in three
There are many instances, some already referred to,13,14 which make clear the divine nature
of the Son and the Spirit, both sharing the attributes of the Father. One particularly noteworthy
example is the Great Commission,15 where the risen Lord enjoins the disciples to baptise in
one name - God - but in all three Persons. It will have been noted that nearly all the
references above are to the New Testament, but it is clear that the Trinity is also at work
before the incarnation. Even in the uncompromising monotheism of Deut.6:4, the word
'echad' describes 'one' God not in isolation but one in unity, for example as in a bunch of
grapes or one people. Turning to the New Testament, it is unsurprising that the work of the
Trinity is particularly evident during the
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'days of his flesh' - in Christ's incarnation,16 baptism17 and resurrection18 and in the act of
atonement.19
However, focusing on the essential unity of will and work implicit in the Trinity is only part of
the story and can, again, skew our understanding of this sublime truth. Before even Arius, the
Sabellians taught that Father, Son and Spirit were only temporary manifestations of the one
God, assumed for the purpose of redemption. This error has the apparent virtue of
'simplicity' and is therefore still alive today, but it fails to do justice to the Scriptural revelation
of diversity in the Trinity, to which we now turn.

Who is God - three in one
One of the most beautiful and comforting of Scriptures is surely the apostolic blessing.20 This
indicates that we are right to discern a diversity of function in the Trinity - in this case, all
directed towards us! Other Scriptures point us towards distinctive focuses of the work of
each Person21 and in specific areas - such as creation22 - particular functions are very
evident.
Ascribing set roles to each Person (modalism), by which God as Father provides and creates,
while in His role as Son He redeems and lives in believers in the mode of the Spirit, is far too
restrictive. For example, there are aspects by which all three Persons abide within the heart
of the believer.23
So where do we conclude? While recognising that the Trinity is not to be pigeonholed by
our puny minds, we may safely summarise that God reveals Himself to us as God above,24
God beside25 and God within26 and that these are particular (but not exclusive) focuses of the
respective Persons of the Trinity.
References:
(1) The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church (2) Deut.6:4 RV (3) Jn 10:30 (4) "Do not
speak of a Trinity ... God is only one God, He is far above having a Son." Qur’an 4:171 (5)
1 Jn 4:8 (6) Jn 3:35; 5:20, cf. Col.l:13 (7) 1 Jn 4:7-21 (8) Deut.29:29 (9) Jn 1:1; 1
Cor.2:10-11 (10) Jn 1:14,18 RV (11) Such as Jn 14:28 and 1 Cor.8:5-6. That there is order
in the Trinity is clear ("The Father is greater than I") but, taken with other Scriptures, it is
also clear that this does not imply inferiority. (12) The difficulties of rendering this word in a
way which is meaningful is demonstrated by the variety of English translations. (13) e.g. Jn
10:30 ("I and the Father are one"): Jn 1:1; Col.2:9 (All the fullness of the Deity) (14) e.g.
Ps.139:7; 1 Cor.2:10-12; Jn.14:16 RV ("another Comforter", lit. "another of the same
kind"); Acts 5:1-4 (15) Matt.28:18-20 (16) Lk.1:35 (17) Lk.3:21-22 (18) Jn 10:17-18;
Rom.6:4; Rom.8:11 (19) Heb.9:14 (20) May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the
love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all (2 Cor.13:14) (21) e.g.
Jude 1:20-21 (22) Gen.1:1-2; Jn 1:3 (23) 1 Jn 4:13-15; Jn 14:23; 2 Cor.1:21-22 (24)
Gen.1:1-3 (25) Matt.1:23; Matt.28:20 (26) Jn 14:15-18; Acts 1:8
Bible quotations from NIV unless otherwise stated
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Back to Basics

God in my life
My relationship with the Trinity
by Karl Smith, Kirkintilloch, Scotland
God doesn't intend us to know about Him; He intends us to know
Him. This is true not only about God as a total, single Being, but also
about each of three Persons that express His unique identity.
Speaking to the 'Father', the Lord Jesus said that it was possible for
human beings to "know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom you have sent" 1 After the Spirit had been given, John went on
to write that it was equally possible to know the Spirit of God 2 Of
course when one is present, all are present, because God is One and
indivisible. Our relationship with God, however, is intended to be
so real that we can know them individually and recognize the
distinctive character of their work within the total work of God.

The Father
When we speak of God as 'The Father', we mean that He is the
Father of the Lord Jesus. More than this, however, the risen Christ
spoke of Him as "my Father and your Father"3 If we have had a
father with a loving, protective, teaching and generous nature, we
can readily identify with God on these terms.
We have the privilege of speaking to God the Father directly:
"In that day you will ask in my name, and I do not say to you that I
will ask the Father on your behalf; for the Father himself loves
you."4
In our normal prayer, especially in worship or making requests, we
address our words in the Holy Spirit5 to the Father in the name of
the Lord Jesus. We come as a child to a Father, recognizing Him
respectfully as the authoritative head of the family, but also seeing
His
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affectionate care for our development. He said of one of Israel's tribes, "it was I who taught
Ephraim to walk; I took them up by their arms" 6 and the same is true for us. The Lord Jesus
points to the gifts that fathers give to their children and asks, "how much more will your
Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him!"7 We can ask in confidence
that, if it's good for us, He will give it to us. I wish I knew more of this confidence in prayer
and of this simple relationship with God as a son to a loving Father.

The Son
The Lord Jesus uses many paired words to describe our relationship to Himself. These include
the shepherd and the sheep,8 the vine and the branches9 and the lord and the servant.10 All of
these are useful, but among them all, I find myself thinking daily of our relationship as that of
master and disciple. Our goal is summed up in Lk.6:40:
"A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is fully trained will be like his
teacher. "
The disciples learned from their master not just from what He said, but also from being with
Him almost every day, doing ordinary everyday things. They saw how He responded to the
little things in life that irritate us all and watched what brought a smile to the face of this Man
of Sorrows. They learned his values and got to know His way by getting to know Him. I am
finding more and more in my quiet times that when I read the Gospel narratives or teaching, I
picture myself as His disciple waiting to see what He is going to do or listening to hear what He
has to say. If the passage is from the Old Testament, I look for things that point to the need for
His coming or that predict His appearance. I picture myself walking on the Emmaus road with
Him as, beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the
Scriptures the things concerning himself 11 Even if I don't see the relevance immediately, I
can file it away until such time as in study or meditation, His disciples remembered that it
was written ....12 The epistles and Revelation brim over with information about Him. I find
that thinking of my Bible reading as time spent directly with Him in this way makes His
teaching directly applicable to what I am going to do through the day. Sometimes I repeat
the verses that speak about Himself. In this way I enjoy communion with Him around the
things that are written about Him. Believe me, it makes it harder to skim over His sufferings
or indeed His commandments. You can get a clear sense of the Master's instructions and
nothing adds a sense of purpose to your day like that. Best of all, it helps in the process of
getting to know Him personally, for He is a living person.

The Spirit
There's a temptation for people of my generation to think of the Holy Spirit as something
like the Force in Star Wars, something vaguely out there to be
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channelled and used by the disciple of the Lord. Actually it's the other way round. He is a
highly personal presence and we are there to be used by Him.
I am most conscious of the leading of the Holy Spirit when I have been in committee
meetings with people dedicated to some aspect of God's work. Some problem that seemed
impossible to resolve before the meeting began has come up, the Lord's help has been asked
for and a way forward has emerged that can be agreed on. Or perhaps we are looking for
direction about a particular aspect of the work and all we have to begin with is a blank sheet
of paper. Then it appears that several people have been thinking the same thought totally
independently of each other. We take this and talk it through and suddenly we're aware that
the solution seems to fit the need to be addressed exactly. At this point in the discussion, you
recognize that the Holy Spirit has been moving through the room, invited at the beginning, but
barely noticed. His presence is familiar from similar leading at various points in your life and
the character of His leading is consistent and recognizably His:
The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes
from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.13
Like electricity or the wind, the Spirit Himself is invisible but His existence can be seen
clearly in the effects He produces in the lives of disciples. He prefers to deflect the glory to
Christ, as the Lord Jesus' words make clear: "He will glorify me, for he will take what is
mine and declare it to you."14
The familiar blessing from 2 Cor.13:14, The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all, shows how Father, Son and Spirit
act together and cannot be separated, but our spiritual experience is enriched by recognizing
the distinct notes in the three-part harmony of God's indivisible work.
References:
(1) Jn 17:3 (2) 1 Jn 4:2 (3) Jn 20:17 (4) Jn 16:26-7 (5) Jude 1:20 (6) Hos.11:3
(7) Matt.7:11 (8) e.g. Jn 10 (9) Jn 15 (10) e.g. Matt.25:21 NKJV (11) Lk.24:27
(12) Jn 2:17 (13) Jn 3:8 (14) Jn 16:14
Bible quotations are from the ESV
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Study Feature
1. What do you think is the main reason why the doctrine of the Trinity is controversial?
2. How important is it in understanding human relationships for us to appreciate that God
Himself exists in a relationship?
3. Is it helpful to our understanding of the Trinity to consider the revealed roles of each
person as being particular focuses, but not exclusive ones?
4. How do you seek to develop your relationship with each member of the Trinity?
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Eternal security
By faith alone
by Craig Jones, Toronto, Canada
It has been reported on a Christian news website1 that, in January
2009, Pope Benedict declared that Martin Luther was right after all
and that one of the rallying cries of the Reformation of the 16th
century, sola fide (by faith alone), was indeed a correct
understanding of biblical truth. Together with sola scriptura (by
scripture alone) and sola gratia (by grace alone), these 'sound bites'
distil the main tenets of the Reformation movement that led to the
establishment of Protestantism, from which we can trace most nonCatholic western Christian denominations in existence today.
It all goes back to 1517, when a Catholic monk, Martin Luther, posted
written objections to certain Roman Catholic teachings concerned
with forgiveness and eternal salvation, on the door of a church in
Wittenberg, Germany. Luther became convinced that forgiveness and
salvation are granted to the individual only through the saving grace of
God, on the basis solely of their faith in the redeeming work of Christ
on the cross, as clearly taught in the Bible and perhaps most succinctly
captured in Eph.2:8,9 For by grace you have been saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of
works, so that no one may boast. Up to that time, the prevailing
understanding and teaching of the Roman Catholic church was (and
indeed still is) that salvation, forgiveness and eternal life, although
deriving from the grace of God, can only be made sure by people on
the basis of faithful adherence to various practices and sacraments in other words, 'works'.
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And so today, we basically have these two branches of 'Christianity'; one which holds to a
'works-based' doctrine of salvation and the other which maintains a 'faith-only' doctrine.
However, even within the 'faith-only' branch, there are differences of understanding in regard
to salvation. One view holds that once saved by faith alone according to the grace of God, the
believer can never lose his salvation, regardless of what he subsequently does in life. The
other view, however, teaches 'conditional security' - that whilst salvation is indeed granted on
the basis of God's grace through faith alone, unless believers remain faithful throughout their
lives, their salvation can be lost, they can become 'unsaved'. This is probably thought to be
most clearly illustrated from Gal.5:4, You have been severed from Christ, you who are
seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace. Paul seems to be declaring that
believers in the Lord Jesus, by backsliding into un-Christian beliefs and practices from which
they were initially delivered, can lose their position in God's grace, hence their salvation. In
order to avoid this then, it seems we must ensure we are always doing things that we
believe demonstrate our faith. The burden of proof, therefore, is effectively on the individual
believer. The inevitable consequence of this is that ultimate salvation cannot be assured
(since our sinful nature is still active, constantly tempting us away from our faith) and
becomes, at best, based on the efforts and merits of the individual believer. Is this really
consistent with the thrust of New Testament teaching (e.g. Romans and Hebrews
especially) concerning the new covenant, which consistently contrasts the failure of
mankind to keep the law in order to attain salvation, with the free grace and righteousness
available through repentance and personal faith in the Lord Jesus? Is there another way that
can we understand Gal.5:4 that is consistent with New Testament teaching?
The word translated 'severed' is more often rendered 'nullify' in other verses in the New
Testament. It literally means 'made useless' and so puts a different complexion on Gal.5:4.
When we allow ourselves to fall back into a life of sin, of negligence towards what the Lord
has called us to be and do, then we can become useless to Him and His purposes. He is no
longer able to use us in His service and we lose out on the joy and delight of that experience.
The Lord Himself also spoke of this in Jn 15:6, where those who do not maintain a close,
living, dynamic relationship with Him (the 'true vine'), risk becoming withered and useless,
bearing no fruit. This is also the sense of Phil.2:12, where Paul encourages us to work out your
salvation - not to 'figure out how by your own effort you can become saved', but 'in the
state of being saved, work for the Lord to the end'.
There are many scriptures which state clearly that saving faith is a 'one-off act, and that,
from that moment on, Christian believers are eternally secure in their salvation. For example,
Eph.1:13,14 confirms to us that the Holy Spirit indwells us at the moment of our salvation
(expressed in the past tense)
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and that the fact of His indwelling is the 'pledge' or 'guarantee' of our future, heavenly
inheritance. In Jn 5:24, the Lord declares, "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My
word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but
has passed out of death into life ". Whilst 'conditional security' proponents would highlight
the continuous present tense of 'hears' and 'believes' in this verse, the passing from death to
life is a definite one-off, past action. Is it possible to then come back under condemnation and
death? Paul categorically tells us, Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are
in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free [i.e. a
completed, past action] from the law of sin and of death.2 Then we have those wonderful words
from the Lord in Jn 10:28-29 "... and they shall never perish; and no one shall snatch them
out of My hand. My Father, who has given them to Me ...no one is able to snatch them out
of the Father's hand," where we again see the confirmation of a one-off, past, complete
action of the Father in securing to the Lord those who have believed in Him. From Eph.2:8,9
we understand that salvation is the gift of God by grace and through faith; and when we link
that with Rom.11:29, which declares that the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable,
we are further assured about the 'once-for-all' nature of saving faith.
One of the main issues that conditional security adherents have with this truth about eternal
security, is that it allows for - perhaps even encourages - the attitude that, "I don't need to
actually live like a Christian because I know I'm saved anyway" and that it fosters
indifference towards ongoing sin in the believer's life, and gives licence for indulgence in
sin. Paul understood that possibility very well and addressed it in Rom.6, declaring twice,
May it never be! In chapter 7:4, he then shows that salvation is not an end in itself, but that
we are indeed saved for a purpose: in order that we might bear fruit for God. This fruit is
to be expressed through our diligent obedience to what the Lord has called us to in
salvation, so that we should continue in the good works, which God prepared beforehand
so that we would walk in them3 because, as he further explains, as believers we must all
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his
deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad 4 -not judgement of
sin, but of our service for Him.
References:
(1) http://au.christiantoday.com/article/luther-rome-and-the-bible/5255.htm
(2) Rom.8:1-2 (3) Eph.2:10 (4) 2 Cor.5:10
Bible quotations from NASB
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Taking hold
What am I doing with my eternal life?
by Richard Hutchinson, Cullybackey, N.Ireland
Paul encouraged Timothy to take hold of the eternal life to which [he
was] called.1 Timothy had laboured alongside Paul in his missionary
journeys and Paul was entrusting the care of the church in Ephesus and
the fight against false teachers in that area to this young man; yet Paul
urged such an active and obviously spiritually mature disciple to
take hold of his eternal life. Surely, then, this is a message for all
disciples. Have we not taken hold of what the Lord has won for us
at such a high price? Have we missed out on the fullness of God's
blessing to us through the Lord Jesus by simply not reaching out and
taking hold of it?
Our belief in the Lord Jesus has not only dealt with the penalty for our
sins, but it has opened up the possibility of living in the here and now
that which is truly life,2 a phrase that calls to mind how the Lord told the
Pharisees that He had come that "they may have life and that they may
have it more abundantly" 3 We have an eternal life through faith that
guarantees an eternity in God's presence. However, if we are
reserving consideration of our eternal life for that future glory, like a
token for access to heaven that we keep tucked away in our pocket,
we are neglecting a significant part of what the Lord achieved for us
through the cross. We must take hold of it and make it real every
day.

How do we 'take hold'?
Paul tells the disunited church in Philippi to work out your own
salvation.4 This is not, of course, anything to do with justification by
works, but an exhortation to be working at what has been given to us.
Our salvation from sin's penalty is once for all, but our salvation from
12
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its power over our day-to-day lives is an ongoing concern. The Greek word 'katergazomai'
used for 'work out' implies finishing something already begun; fashioning something - as if
salvation in this sense is like a lump of clay needing to be shaped. Earlier in his epistle, Paul had
told the Philippians that God would perfect the work He had begun in them,5 and now going
deeper, he tells them to work their salvation like a potter works his clay, or a carpenter
works the wood. It may seem contradictory, but not when read with the reassurance that
follows it: it is God who works in you.6 One fashions an object with a final state in mind, and so
it is with God, who seeks our co-operation in bringing us to a likeness of His Son.7 To
fashion a thing, one must first take hold of it, and we must actively, consciously work at
applying the reality of being a new creation in Christ each day.81 have been freed from the
power of sin by Christ's sacrifice on my behalf, for example, but did my life today prove that
to be a reality? I have a sure and certain hope of the Lord's return based on God's promise,
but did that functionally affect how I acted at any point today? I have a constant spring of
joy and peace in my heart because of my reconciled position with God, but did I at any point
draw from it today to countermand the frustrations and disappointments that beset me?

He also laid hold of me
Paul admitted that he was still striving to do this very same thing. Not that I have already
attained (lit. 'taken hold') or am already perfected, but I press on, that I may lay hold of that
for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.9
The Lord took hold of you when He saved you. He took hold of you and pulled you out of the
mire of sin; He took hold of you and pulled you up on your feet to walk with Him in
discipleship; He took hold of you and lifted you up to sit in the heavenly places with Him.10
He took hold of you so that you could take hold of a true and eternal life that would yield joy
and peace in believing.11 Therefore let us take hold with both hands daily and fashion it a
little more each day for the glory of the grace of our God.
References:
(1) 1 Tim.6:12 (2) 1 Tim.6:19 (3) Jn 10:10 NKJV (4) Phil.2:12 (5) Phil.1:6
(6) Phil.2:13 (7) Rom.8:29 (8) 2 Cor.5:15-17 (9) Phil.3:12 NKJV (10) Eph.2:6
(11) Rom.15:13
Bible quotations from ESV unless stated otherwise.
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Joy of salvation
An ongoing experience
by Malcolm Macdonald, Buckhaven, Scotland
I vividly remember the Sunday afternoon in 1947 when God's peace
and joy filled my heart after taking the promise of Jn 3:16 for eternal
life.
Another instance that just seems to sum up the joy that salvation
brings was at a Scottish Bible camp in 1988. The girls there were
advised that if they were anxious about salvation they should come
with their tent leader to enquire. A girl came not once, not even
twice, but three times! She seemed more assured then. At suppertime,
when the camp normally stood to sing, she felt that simply standing was
not enough and voluntarily climbed up on the bench, singing along
with the others with her face beaming. There seemed no doubt in our
minds then that she had the assurance and the joy of God's salvation!
What joy can equal that of the sinner saved by grace? In one of His
parables, the Lord illustrates a vital truth about repentance and
salvation. He taught "there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner
who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no
repentance" 1 When a sinner is saved the effect is felt in faraway
places - even in heaven itself! What a Saviour! What a salvation!
There are many Bible references that clearly illustrate the joy that is
associated with salvation. For example:
1. Philip was preaching about Christ in Samaria and there was much
joy in that city.2
2. The Ethiopian eunuch, after believing and being baptised, went
on his way rejoicing. 3
3. The Philippian jailor rejoiced... that he had believed in God.4 This
man would have committed suicide had it not been for the words of
two preachers in the prison.
14
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There are only a handful of references to 'great joy' in the Bible, but four particular ones in
the New Testament seem to underline the source of the joy of our salvation. All have to do
with the person of Christ. First, the shepherds who saw the great sign in the sky the night the
Saviour was born, were told not to be afraid, because the angel said, "I bring you good news
of a great joy".5 Then, the wise men who came to worship Jesus, when they saw the star,
rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.6 What a thrill for those wise men to see once again the
guiding star that led them to the young child!
Would the sad fact of Jesus' later, cruel death affect matters? Never! The women at His
tomb heard the angels' words about His resurrection and ran with great joy to tell His
disciples.7 The assurance of His resurrection is crucial to us knowing that joy. The final climax
of that birth, life, death and resurrection was His ascension. After the disciples saw the Lord
ascend alive from Bethany into heaven they returned to Jerusalem with great joy.8 What a
tremendous change now in these disciples!
References:
(1) Lk.15:7 (2) Acts 8:8 (3) Acts 8:39 (4) Acts 16:34 (5) Lk.2:10 (6) Matt.2:10
(7) Matt.28:8 (8) Lk.24:52
Bible quotations from ESV

Study Feature
1. How does the fact of being baptized into the church which is the Body of Christ (1
Cor.12:13) help to provide assurance of eternal salvation? (see Matt.16:18)
2. If Heb.6:4-8 applies to eternally saved believers, from what do they fall away?
3. When will eternally saved believers appear before the Lord for judgment, and what will
be the consequences? (see 1 Cor.3:12-15 and contrast with Rev.20:11-15)
4. Discuss the statement: "If I say that my salvation depends on my faithfulness, that means
the sacrifice of Christ was inadequate to really save me."
15
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In the water
Baptism of believers
by Alex Reid, Leigh, England
How should we baptize?
All Christians agree that the medium of physical baptism should be
water. However, they are not unanimous about how the ordinance
should be carried out. All of the following modes are practised:
sprinkling with water, pouring water upon, or complete immersion in
water.
Firstly, we need to grasp the meaning of the original Greek word for
baptism. W.E. Vine says: Baptizo: to baptize, primarily a
frequentative form of bapto, to dip, was used among the Greeks to
signify the dyeing of a garment, or the drawing of water by dipping
a vessel into another, etc.1
The thought, then, is dipping into, not sprinkling or pouring upon.
Secondly, the New Testament descriptions of baptism portray the one
being baptized as going down into and coming up out of the water.
For example, Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized
by John in the Jordan. Immediately coming up out of the water, He
saw the heavens opening.2 Also, in Acts 8:38, they both went down
into the water, Philip as well as the eunuch, and he baptized him.
When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched
Philip away.
Thirdly, the Scriptures tell us what baptism is meant to symbolize:
Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death,
so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the
Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have
become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we
shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection. 3
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Only baptism by immersion is consistent with the symbol of death and resurrection.
Opponents of immersion may try to dispute the impact of these individual points, but,
when combined, they show that immersion is the only mode that fully meets New
Testament criteria for the ordinance of baptism.

Whom should we baptize?
Answers to this question fall into two main groupings; those who would baptize infants,
usually by sprinkling or pouring, and those who would baptize only those professing faith
in Christ, usually by immersion, generally called believer's baptism.
Those who would sanction the baptism of infants lay emphasis on the faith of the parents or
godparents who put the child forward for baptism; whereas with believer's baptism it is the
faith of the individual seeking baptism that is emphasized.
There is no record in the New Testament of infants being baptized. Those who would argue
such a case suggest that there must have been children among the household members
mentioned in Acts 10:24,48 and Acts 16:31,33 at the conversions of Cornelius and the
jailer of Philippi respectively, and in the household of Stephanas mentioned in 1 Cor.1:16.
This is a very weak argument as it rests on supposition rather than stated fact. Moreover, 1
Cor.16:15-17 indicates that the 'household' of Stephanas were adult enough to devote
themselves in Christian service, and in the other instances it is evident that all who were
baptized had the capacity to listen to preaching and respond.4
Another line of argument adopted in support of baptizing children is one which argues from
analogy. For example, from 1 Cor.10:1-2 it is argued that there must have been infants
among the people of Israel who were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea,
therefore infants can be baptized. Although analogies are often useful in illustrating a
point, they can mislead and are not solid ground on which to base an argument. There is not
much logic in this analogy: it is only people who are capable of making a rational decision
who are to be baptized. Otherwise, what about Israel's flocks and herds?
The above arguments plus others are used to try to justify infant baptism, but in Acts 2:41 it
is stated: So then, those who had received his word (Peter's preaching of Christ) were
baptized. The same pattern of belief first, then baptism, is repeated in the case of the
Ethiopian eunuch of Acts 8:34-39; of the centurion Cornelius of Acts 10 and the jailer of
Philippi in Acts 16:31-34. In all these cases personal faith in Christ was exercised by the
individual concerned before being baptized, something that could not be expected of a babe
in arms.
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Is baptism necessary for salvation?
Certain scriptures are put forward to support the idea that baptism is a necessary act in
receiving eternal salvation, and we shall deal with some of them shortly. First we need to
establish an important principle: the New Testament clearly teaches that the forgiveness of
sins and eternal life are obtained through faith alone. The following references should be
sufficient to establish the point: Jn 1:12; 5:24; Acts 10:43; Acts 16:31; Rom.1:16-17;
Rom.5:1; Rom.10:9 and Eph.2:8-9. If personal salvation from the penalty of sin is the
product of faith alone, then any scripture linking baptism and salvation must be either an
exceptional case, or refer to a different aspect of salvation.
The closest thing we have to a explanation of baptism is found in 1 Pet.3:20-21. The
patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in
which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through the water [or 'were saved
through water' NKJV]. Corresponding to that, baptism now saves you - not the removal of
dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience - through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ. When reading verses that use the words 'saved' or 'salvation', it is always a
sound idea to ask, saved from what? The water, if understood as the means of salvation here,
did not deliver Noah from judgement (which was the function of the ark), but delivered him
and his family from the evil generation among whom they had lived. Likewise a believer in
his or her baptism is declaring that he has died to sin and is beginning to walk in newness of
life5 on the basis of a good conscience towards God which acts to deliver him or her from
former sinful associations.
There are other verses that are often put forward in an attempt to support the contention that
baptism is necessary for eternal salvation. For example, He who has believed and has been
baptized shall be saved.6 This verse might be understood in the light of what has been said
above: that belief or faith alone delivers from the penalty of sin, and baptism is a declaration
of intent that we should be delivered from a worldly way of life. Or certainly it could be
pointed out (from the continuation of the same verse: he who has disbelieved shall be
condemned) that disbelief alone results in condemnation, which indicates that belief alone
brings salvation, and baptism is the public confession of that true faith.
Now why do you delay? Get up and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on His
name.7 This is a verse often quoted in support of the idea of baptismal regeneration, which
teaches that baptism is the means of spiritual rebirth. In the light of other scriptures that
clearly teach the cleansing from sin through the blood of Christ,8 it is necessary to understand
this invitation to the newly converted Saul as an exhortation to put away his former manner
of life and to take up the task for which the Lord had called him.
18
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Peter said to them, 'Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins’ 9 would seem to be the exception to the line of exposition followed
so far, and so needs to be understood in the context in which it was spoken. These words were
proclaimed on the day of Pentecost, in the city of Jerusalem, to the same populace that a few
weeks previously had bayed for the blood of the Lord. Theirs ('the house of Israel', v.36) was a
special culpability in the condemning to death of the Son of God. From them, therefore, an
exceptional test was required; namely, that to experience forgiveness of sin they must not
only repent and believe in Jesus as the Christ, but also make a very public acknowledgement
of their commitment to Jesus Christ as their Lord and master.

Conclusion
The teaching of the New Testament is that believers in Jesus Christ should be baptized by
immersion in water as a symbol of what has already happened to them spiritually and as a
public declaration that they are followers of the Lord Jesus, and as such have put away their
former manner of life.
References:
(1) Vine's Expository Dictionary of Old & New Testament Words (2) Mk.1:9-10
(3) Rom.6:4-5 (4) Acts 10:44; Acts 16:32,34 (5) see Rom.6:3-6 (6) Mk.16:16
(7) Acts 22:16 (8) e.g. 1 Jn 1:7-9; Heb.9:14 (9) Acts 2:38
Bible quotations from NASB
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Walking in newness of
life
Learning to walk after the new birth
by Stephen Hickling, Birmingham, England
Baptisms are always special occasions, but what I particularly like
about them is the profound, yet clear, imagery of the believer going
down into the water and then being raised out of it. The symbolism
of death, burial and resurrection is so plain. You cannot fail to be
struck by its powerful testimony to the dramatic event which has
already taken place in that believer's life as a result of his placing
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ: he has died with Christ to sin and has
been made alive in Christ to God!
Baptisms also serve as welcome reminders to those of us who have
been baptized of the important commitment we made to the Lord Jesus
when we were united with Him in the likeness of His death and
resurrection at our own baptism. The very public declaration of our
being lifted out of the baptismal waters was that we had already
made a new start; and now from this baptismal day until the Lord
returns for us, we would walk in newness of life.
Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into
death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of
the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.1

The reality of the new life
The language of Rom.6:4 corresponds with the words of the popular
chorus,
I am a new creation,
No more in condemnation
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Here in the grace of God I stand. (Dave Bilbrough)
The 'newness of life' now to be displayed in the walk of the baptized disciple can be
expected on the basis that he is already a 'new creation'.
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold,
all things have become new. 2
The reality of the new birth is that God has not simply repaired or mended us; rather, He has
started again and created us anew! The change that takes place at the moment of the
sinner's conversion is so radical, so complete and so permanent, that the hand of the great
Creator is as evident in this work as it was when He first created the heavens and the earth!
The use of the word 'newness' in Rom.6:4 is emphatic; newness is the prominent theme in
the apostle's mind. 'Newness' (and indeed the word for 'new' in 2 Cor.5:17) does not simply
refer to something that is new in time (i.e. recent or young), but new in quality or character. It
implies that this new creation, or life, is completely different in character from anything that
existed previously. The old things of the old creation have passed away and have been
replaced with new desires, new motives, new principles, new purposes and a new
direction. Indeed, for the believer, all things have become new!
In Eph.4:24 you find an equivalent expression to the 'new creation' of 2 Cor.5: the new man
which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness. 3
No wonder this new nature can be described as fresh in quality and character by comparison
with what it has replaced: the new man has been created in the likeness of God! By contrast,
our old nature (the old man) which was done away with prior to the creation within us of
the new nature, takes its likeness from Adam. The old man grows corrupt according to the
deceitful lusts;4 the new man is continually being renewed in knowledge according to the
image of Him who created him.5 What a difference!
Interestingly, in Col.3:10 the word for 'new' does simply mean new in relation to time. In the
context of that verse, it seems to be indicative of the fact that this process of knowledge
renewal into the image of the Creator is one which has only just begun. So far as that
process, which will engage our eternal lives, is concerned, it's early days for the new man!

Walking - developing good behaviour
Those of us who are parents will be familiar with the happiness that comes from a child
taking his or her first steps. For the child, the frustration of those initial wobbles and falls is
soon replaced, by repeated practice, with the assurance of balanced technique. The
transition from baby to toddler is, of course, a vitally important one for the physical
development of a child. It is no
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less significant in the development of the child of God that he learn to walk, after his
spiritual rebirth, in order to experience the fullness of his new life.
W.E. Vine tells us that the word for 'walk' in Rom.6:4 'signifies the whole round of activities
of the individual life'.6 Literally, the word means to walk 'all around'; a very public
promenade to display our new-found ability.
Walking in the context of Rom.6:4 is all about our behaviour. It's about our showing
outwardly (all around) the reality of the change that God has made inwardly at our
conversion. At our salvation we received a new spiritual life; at our baptism we publicly
declared that we had already died to sin in order that we might thereafter walk in the
freshness of that new life.
It would be wrong to think that this matter of walking is something to be mastered by the
new Christian and then forgotten. On the contrary, our baptism merely displayed an initial
willingness to be subject to the Lord. Is that obedient spirit still recognisable in our present
walk? Can others observe in us the evidence of God-given freshness and vitality?
The only other use of the word 'newness' in the New Testament is in the very next chapter of
Romans. In a very similar expression to the one we have considered in Rom.6:4, Paul tells
us that we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter.7
What a gracious God we serve! Not only has God thoroughly regenerated us, but He has
given us the grace by which we might serve Him in keeping with that new life through the
enabling power of the Holy Spirit. The only way it's possible for a newness of walk to be
seen in us is because the Spirit makes it so. The contrast: living according to the flesh or
walking in newness of life.
When you consider the magnitude of the change that God has made in the believer, you
quickly realise that it's simply unthinkable for him to continue to lead a life dominated by
sin. Yet, Paul's exhortation in Rom.6:12 implies that this remains a real possibility for the
believer: Do not let sin reign in your mortal body.
Paul tells the Colossian saints that they laid aside the old self with its evil practices, and
have put on the new self.8 These verses tell of the reality of the divine work in believers on
the Lord Jesus. This is the eternal perspective.
The problem is that, whilst in the body, we have still to contend with the old self, which
resides there. That's the present struggle that Paul refers to when he addresses the Ephesian
saints in regard to their conduct. [You] have been taught by Him... that you put off
concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the
deceitful lusts, and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and that you put on the new man
which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness.9
22
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The teaching in Eph.4 is that we must take positive action, so far as our conduct is
concerned, to ensure that our walk evidences what God has established. We have to clothe
ourselves with the new man, but that is only possible if we've first taken off the old man. In
His grace and patience, God does not compel us in our decision as to how we will walk. But
whenever we decide to put off the old, the Spirit is ready to empower a walk characterised
by newness of life.
The key to walking daily in newness of life is to have a proper appreciation of our death!
Think back to the day of your baptism and recall how you identified yourself with the death
of God's Son. We will never experience the fullness and freshness of living with Him until
we appreciate that we died with Him.
Knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might
be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; for he who has died is
freed from sin.10
References:
(1) Rom.6:4 (2) 2 Cor.5:17 NKJV (3) Eph.4:24 NKJV (4) Eph.4:22NKJV
(5) Col.3:10 NKJV (6) Vine's Expository Dictionary of Old & New Testament Words (7)
Rom.7:6 (8) Col.3:9-10 (9) Eph.4:21-24 NKJV (10) Rom.6:6-7
Bible quotations from NASU unless otherwise stated

Study Feature
1. Which of the presented arguments is clearest for you regarding a) baptism being
intended to be by immersion; and b) baptism not being necessary for salvation?
2. Does baptism symbolize our recognition that Christ died for us or our recognition that
we died with Him?
3. What practical difference has being baptized made in your life?
23
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The Lord's Supper
Breaking the bread
by James Needham, Birmingham, England
In the dark hour of His betrayal, the Lord of the Sabbath broke a loaf
and issued a command to resonate in the hearts of His disciples
throughout the age to come: 'do this in remembrance of Me'.1
Today, the remembrance of the Lord Jesus in the breaking of the
bread remains the focal point of the service of those who love God.
Disciples in churches of God today meet together to break bread on
the first day of each week. In this vital, weekly remembrance, some
see similarities with the Jewish Sabbath and claim that, in continuity
with the Old Covenant pattern, this collective remembrance should
be undertaken every Saturday. Observance of the Sabbath was
imperative to God's Old Covenant people, commanded by God as one
of the Ten Commandments of Ex.20. Did the New Testament
practice, therefore, change the day for collective weekly devotion,
or has Christian practice over the centuries taken us away from
Sabbath observance and obedience to God?

Importance of the Sabbath
The Sabbath had its beginning at the very beginning of time. In six
days, God created the heavens and the earth, and on the seventh day
He rested in the glory of His finished work. In His rest God found
refreshment2 and He set apart the seventh day, making it holy.3
Many years passed before manna appeared on the ground to feed the
people of God in their wilderness journey. Certainly, faithful men
and women had long kept holy the seventh day in honour of what
God had declared in Gen.2, although the Scriptures contain no
mention of the weekly Sabbath until it is confirmed
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in Ex.16. In the Law which bound God's people, the seventh day was again sanctified as a
collective memorial for the holy nation. Its purpose was that work would cease and rest be
granted to all - both rich and poor, servant and master, Israelite and stranger; its expression
was found in the people of God together devoting themselves in the thrill of His service in
holy assembly to the Lord.4
On the seventh day, the people of God both shared God's rest5 and remembered their own
which came in redemption from His hand.6 By the grace of God, all were to be 'refreshed' in
Him, literally 'taking breath' from the toil which sin had brought to the earth.

New Testament practice
In the bright and early days which followed the coming of the Holy Spirit, as the gospel
spread with fervour and churches of God were established throughout the ancient world, a new
practice of weekly remembrance emerged in which disciples of the Lord Jesus met together
on the first day of the week7 to break bread in accordance with the pattern for church
practice delivered to them by the apostles in obedience to the Lord's commands.8 Initially,
Jewish Christians would observe 'the Lord's Supper' as an evening event,9 as the first day of
the week began according to the divine calendar at sundown.10 When Christianity became the
official religion of the Roman empire it seems the breaking of the bread eventually moved to
the morning of the first day of the Roman week (the word 'supper' signified 'main meal' not
necessarily an evening meal).
In this precious gathering, similarities could be seen with the Jewish Sabbath: it was a
weekly assembly;11 a remembrance of a finished work of redemption which affected all
creation;12 and it was something commanded by and for God.13 As to the Sabbath, it was a
shadow, here was the substance which 'is of Christ'.14
With a new covenant and a new ordinance came a new day for its observance. On the last
day of the week, the Sabbath had been about looking back on a finished work with restful
satisfaction. On the first day of the week - the day on which the last enemy was
vanquished15 - the breaking of the bread looks forward through sorrowful remembrance to
the glorious hope of all that His work has accomplished, which shall be revealed throughout
the eternal ages16 and was secured by His resurrection on the first day of the week.17 So we
remember a triumphant Saviour, giving God His rightful portion as the very first church
activity of our week.

Sharing in the rest of God
For all the similarities between the Sabbath and the breaking of the bread, it is in the
collective rest of the people of God that the shadow truly finds its substance. The Lord
Jesus' claim to lordship of the Sabbath18 - an outright
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claim to deity - follows immediately the divine invitation to rest for all those who labour and
are heavy laden.19 'Rest' in Matt.11:28 is anapano, the word denoting the once-for-all and
eternal refreshment for the weary sinner in laying his heavy burden of sin at the feet of the
Saviour. This rest is developed in verse 29 where the word is anapausis, signifying an
ongoing Sabbath rest for the soul, not in inactivity, but in the satisfaction of sharing His
yoke of service and a lifetime learning of Him who is meek and lowly in heart.
As the writer to the Hebrews leads us into a contemplation of collective service, the Holy Spirit
presents a third word for 'rest'. In Heb.3, the unbelief of Israel is presented as a warning to
us: 'So I swore in My wrath, "They shall not enter My rest"'20 The origin of the oath is
Ps.95:11, where the Hebrew word 'rest' is associated with 'abode' or 'resting-place' and is
used elsewhere to describe the resting place of God in His house.21 Guided by the Holy Spirit,
the writer to the Hebrews maintains a consistent theme, for the rest of the people of God is
katapausis, meaning a 'settling down' or 'making an abode'. The only other recorded use
of this word in the New Testament is in Acts 7:49 where Stephen cited Isa.66 in respect of
the rest associated with God's dwelling-place.
The promise remains to God's people to enter into the rest associated with His house,22 today
made up of 'living stones' - baptised disciples built together according to the pattern of divine
teaching to form a spiritual house in which God is pleased to dwell.23 In the breaking of the
bread, His people enter through the veil24 to appear before Him in answer to the Lord's own
command in the Upper Room, and to exercise the high privilege of holy priesthood service,
offering 'spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ'.25 Readers desiring more
explanation of this truth are invited to contact editors for free literature giving more indepth treatment.
By this means we enter into God's rest, in which the substance and purpose of the Sabbath is
revealed in all its grace, for the rest of God in Heb.3-4 is also a Sabbath-rest for the people of
God.26 Here the Greek word is sabbatismos in which the Sabbath-keeping of the Old Covenant
blossoms in purpose to the Sabbath-keeping of the New. Matt.11 speaks of rest for the sinner
and rest for the servant; Heb.4 presents Sabbath-rest for the people of God who Christ
Himself leads in their obedience of faith into God's dwelling to worship Him for His Son, so
powerfully portrayed in the loaf and cup.
The Sabbath initially marked a finished creation; our Sabbath-rest now marks a perfect
redemption in which God rests once more, perfectly satisfied with the work of Calvary.
Again, He calls men to share His rest, no more a shadow of good things to come, but entering
into the very presence of God in the sanctuary, a prelude only to the rest which is eternally
ours in Christ.
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As the Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath.27 so God wants us to
enjoy the rest which comes from being in His presence. Here is something crafted to meet
man's spiritual need. The 'holy convocation' of Lev.23 is not lost, but fulfilled as the
purchased and sanctified people of God assemble and ascend, their hearts full, in worship for
the person and work of the triune God in creation and, above all, in glorious redemption.
References:
(1) Lk.22:19 (2) Ex.31:17 (3) Gen.2:2-3 (4) Lev.23:3; Isa.58:13-14 (5) Ex.20:11
(6) Deut.5:15 (7) 1 Cor.16:2 (8) Lk.22:19; Acts 1:3; Acts 2:42; 1 Cor.11:23,24
(9) cf 1 Cor.11:20; Acts 20:7 (10) Gen.1:5 (11) Lev.23:3; Acts 20:7 (12) Ex.20:11;
Deut.5:15; Matt.26:27-28; Rom.8:20-21 (13) Lev.23:3; Heb.10:25; 1 Pet.2:5
(14) Col.2:16-17 (15) 1 Cor.15:26; 2 Tim.1:10 (16) Eph.2:7 (17) Jn 20:l (18) Matt.12:8
(19) Matt.11:28-29 (20) Heb.3:11 (21) 1 Chron.28:2; Ps.132:8,14; Isa.66:1 (22) Heb.4:1
(23) 1 Pet.2:4-5 (24) Heb.10:19-25 (25) 1 Pet.2:5 (26) Heb.4:9 NIV (27) Mk.2:27
Bible quotes from NKJV

Study Feature
1. What similarities and differences can you find between the observance of the former
Sabbath and the Lord's Supper today?
2. The fourth commandment is the only one not to be endorsed in the New Testament,
what instead gives substance to it in the New Testament?
3. Describe in your own words the 3-fold rest from sin's slavery, in service, and in the
spiritual house. Reflect on how the latter revelation is designed to promote a settled
Christian lifestyle.
4. What distinguishes remembering the Lord and His death from the
remembrance of other violent deaths?
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"Do this until I come"
Back to the future
by Don Williamson, Littleton, USA
How often have you heard or even said the phrase "We will never
forget"? I'm sure the older you are the more familiar you are with
events that have inspired such a phrase. Those who remember the
atrocities against the Jewish people in Poland and Germany during
the Second World War will apply the phrase to the various memorials
for the victims of these death camps. I remember visiting the
Vietnam memorial in Washington, D.C. several years ago and the
feeling I had in contemplating the death of 58,195 American soldiers
- lives taken at the prime of their youth - was an overwhelming
feeling of sadness, and my response was silence. A more recent and
more personal tragedy was the loss of life at Columbine High
School, Colorado, U.S.A. when twelve students and one teacher were
killed in the rage of hatred and darkness. Waiting to hear if your son is
still alive, or later walking around the memorial and reading quotes
from those who lost their lives, brings meaning to 'Never Forgotten'.
All of these are remembering the past, and give us an awareness of
the cost of human failure and sin.

In remembrance of Me
As we remember events, places, or people we do so from the
perspective of our individual knowledge and appreciation. The Lord
Jesus gave us these precious words just before going out to the
Garden of Gethsemane, "Do this in remembrance of Me." 1 He did this
expecting that the disciples would think about all of their
experiences with Him, and that the years they spent with Him would
be seen in the context of the event that was to come in a few hours.
Yes, the symbols that they were to eat and drink were a reminder of
the
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physical presence of the Lord Jesus on earth, but there was going to be much more
significance in taking them as the reality of God's glorious salvation would be revealed. We can
imagine the feelings of the disciples as they saw the Lord taken away at the hands of an
angry mob, the sense of loss, hopes dashed. It would even be more intense as they saw their
Master crucified, taken down and placed in a new tomb, which was then sealed by the
Roman authorities.2 But that wasn't the end of the story. As believers in the Lord Jesus
Christ, we remember an event different from the ones mentioned earlier. As time goes on
April 20, the day of the Columbine massacre, is remembered as a tragedy of the past: our
feelings change and we don't give it as much thought. That is just what we are like as people.
The children of Israel were to celebrate the Passover feast once a year on the fourteenth day of
the first month.3 Why? God did not want them to forget what He had done for them, and He
wanted them to pass it on to their children.
There are many facets to the powerfully appealing words of the Lord as He appeals to us to
remember Him. He knew what was going to happen that day and had lived His life to fulfil
it. He also knew that He was going to be victorious over sin, death and Satan's power!
The full context of the remembrance of the Lord Jesus is in His life, death, resurrection,
ascension into heaven, and His coming again. We don't just remember the past, we also
anticipate the future.

Proclaiming!
Paul gives us a wonderful picture of God's will for us in his letter to the Corinthian saints,
For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He
comes.4 This verse tells us a great deal about our responsibilities and realities. Let us focus on
the realities. We are reminded again of the death of the Lord Jesus. The reason that lovely
life had to end in such brutal death would have been known to the Corinthians, as Paul
explained For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who
are being saved it is the power of God.5 He further explains to them that they were bought
with a price. The death of Christ is not simply an event of history, but one of personal
delivery from sin. This verse brings responsibilities: For as often as you ... Two things come
to mind: first is the expression 'as often' and then the personal appeal as 'you'. The early
disciples, being led by the Spirit of God, practised the breaking of bread on the first day of the
week.6 In order for us to fulfil this pattern of the early church, we must 'gather together', an
action for which each of us is responsible. If you are not there, the 'you' of verse 26 is
missing and the scripture cannot be personally accomplished. Remember the phrase 'never
forgotten'. It takes action to implement this; it takes focus and purpose with resolve. Is it your
resolve to be faithful and obedient to the command of the Lord? When gathered together
with a church of God we are to eat the bread and drink the cup for a particular
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purpose. It is to 'proclaim'; meaning to announce, declare, promulgate, and make known.7
This happens by our presence and by our participation in praise and worship. It is part of our
witness! What an exciting thought that each week we are coming together in worship and in
witness.

Until He comes
The sadness that I felt at the Vietnam Memorial is in stark contrast to the experience we
have each Sunday in our remembrance of the Lord Jesus. Of course, it is a solemn occasion
requiring personal reverence as we meet before our God, but we are meeting in the glorious
reality of Christ's victory and of His coming back for His Church. Again, two things come
to my mind. First we are confronted with the word 'until'. This is a word of faith and not
sight. Peter speaks of mockers that are saying "Where is the promise of His coming? For ever
since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation."8
Each time we are together to remember the Lord we are performing an act of faith and living
out the words 'one time more and one time less'; meaning, of course, that what we do is one
time more than the last time, and one time less before He comes for us. Do we face the same
mockers today? Maybe not to our face, but as the world moves on with no regard to the
Lord's Day, as God is taken out of institutions and the acknowledgment of men, we are to be
faithful in our proclaiming of our Lord and Saviour with the resolve to continue 'until He
comes'.
As believers in the Lord Jesus, we are to be living in His promises. Promises are personal!
When the Lord Jesus died on the cross He died for you and for me. He also gives us a
personal promise about His coming: "If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again
and receive you to Myself that where I am, there you may be also.”9 Each week we are to be
living in the anticipation of His coming, knowing that God will not repent of His gifts and
promises. We could think about all the changes that are taking place in this world and all the
signs that point to the imminent coming of the Lord to the air, but I would appeal to you
that it was the promise of seeing Christ again that appealed to the disciples. After His
resurrection, the Lord revealed Himself to two disciples as they travelled to a village called
Emmaus. After listening to the Lord explain to them the things concerning Himself in all the
Scriptures, here was their response: Were not our hearts burning within us while He was
speaking to us on the road, while He was explaining the Scriptures to us? "10 He is to be the
focus of our hearts. They should overflow as we anticipate the Breaking of Bread - until
He comes!
References:
(1) Lk.22:19 (2) Matt.27:64-66 (3) Num.9:5 (4) 1 Cor.11:26 (5) 1 Cor.1:18
(6) Acts 20:7 & 1 Cor.16:2 (7) Thayer's Lexicon (8) 2 Pet.3:4 (9) Jn 14:3 (10) Lk.24:32
Bible quotes from NASB
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In the sanctuary
Asaph's dilemma
by Jim Seddon, Liverpool, England
Have you ever heard the humorous little poem, The Centipede's
Dilemma?
A centipede was happy quite,
Until a frog in fun
Said, "Pray, which leg comes after which?"
This raised her mind to such a pitch,
She lay distracted in the ditch
Considering how to run. (Anon)
This poor creature was so distracted with a question that it forgot how
to walk!
The Biblical character, Asaph, had a much more serious dilemma and
it's set out in Ps.73.
Asaph, a Levite, shared with his sons the responsibility for joyful
singing in the house of God.1 Much of his service would be
repetitive, and there is always the danger of such service becoming
humdrum. It's possible that Asaph had lost the appreciation of his
privilege.
Asaph, looking back upon his experience, remembers that he had
reached the point where he was on the verge of giving up,
But as for me, my feet had almost slipped; I had nearly lost
my foothold, (v.2)
Dejected thoughts went through his mind: "What's the use of carrying
on? Life's so unfair, and God doesn't seem to care. I'm beginning to
think I've wasted my time trying to please the Lord" (see v. 13). The
question has often been asked, why does God allow His children to
suffer? Sometimes, the more we struggle with this question, the
more confused we become.
What caused the cloud of depression to come between Asaph and the
joy of the Lord? It was the comparison he was making between
the righteous and the
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unrighteous. The wicked appear to remain strong, and they don't seem to have troubles like
we do; as a consequence, they are fearless, proud and arrogant. Their wealth increases and
they seem to have far more than they could ever need. They challenge God's authority and
even deny His very existence. The more comparisons Asaph makes, the more disheartened
he becomes.
And so we see the mind-set that Asaph had got into
till [he] entered the sanctuary of God;
then [he] understood their final destiny, (v. 17)
We, too, often get things in a wrong perspective and cause ourselves so much unnecessary
pain.
What would Asaph have done in the sanctuary of God (lit. 'a place set apart')? He would
have spent time alone, speaking to God, and listening to Him; and there God lifted him out
of time and gave him a glimpse into eternity, where he was able to consider the final
destiny of the wicked.
It was in the sanctuary that Asaph's dilemma was resolved. It was there that he was able to
see himself in the mirror of God's presence, and he confessed,
When my heart was grieved and my spirit embittered,
I was senseless and ignorant; (vv 21-22).
It was in the sanctuary that his relationship with his God was renewed and communion
restored. It was there that he realized that God's love for him was such that He would never
let him go.
Yet I am always with you; you hold me by my right hand.
You guide me with your counsel,
and afterward you will take me into glory, (w.23-24)
It was in the sanctuary that he not only realized his dependence upon God, but also that God
was utterly dependable.
Whom have I in heaven but you?
And earth has nothing I desire besides you (v. 25).
Asaph's God was everything to him, the very reason and purpose for his life.
Asaph's Psalm begins with a note of sadness, frustration, rejection and hopelessness. It
ends with joy, confidence, assurance and peace. What caused such a change? The answer,
we suggest, is in the last verse, closing the door of doubt and opening the door of faith.
But as for me, it is good to be near God.
I have made the Sovereign Lord my refuge;
I will tell of all your deeds, (v.28)
This is the result and purpose of God for us, that can only be realized by spending time in
His presence. From there you and I may go out confidently
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to testify to all the work He has brought about in Christ, that He may be glorified and His
beloved Son honoured.
References: (1) 1 Chron.15:16-17; 1 Chron.25:1
Bible quotations from NIV
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My life
The glory of Christ?
by Jonny Archibald, Glasgow, Scotland
The glory of Christ is not a subject that we would perhaps expect to
arise out of a reference to fellow believers in churches of God and
yet this is precisely the example that Paul gives in 2 Cor.8:23, If
anyone enquires about Titus, he is my partner and fellow worker
concerning you. Or if our brethren are enquired about, they are
messengers of the churches, the glory of Christ…
If someone were to say to you that your life of service for God could
be seen as 'the glory of Christ' you might start by disbelieving that
what was said could become true. To be referred to as the glory of
Christ might sound like something quite incredible: we, mere sinners,
the glory of Christ?
The word 'glory' in our minds could carry only the thought of
shining brilliance and therefore just something very visually amazing.
There is no doubt that there was an association of brilliance in the
mind of Peter when he wrote about the experience that he, along with
John and James, had with Jesus on a high mountain when Jesus was
transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His
clothes became as white as the light.1 For He received from God the
Father honour and glory when such a voice came to Him from the
Excellent Glory: "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased."2
In the quote from 2 Peter, the association of outward brilliance and
glory can't be missed. For glory to have any depth to it there must be
substance behind the visual shining. The literal glory of Jesus Christ
that shone out on earth, though mostly hidden in its most physical
expression, came from His very being; His divine nature; His
character. It was this glory of character that
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Philip had possibly never really appreciated when He asked, "Lord, show us the Father"3
and Jesus said, "Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He
who has seen Me has seen the Father... "4 The characteristics of the Father were seen in the
earthly life of the Lord and these characteristics, even in the absence of the bright glory of
heaven, were and are ones that can be lived out in the lives of 'ordinary' disciples in the
churches. John himself, who had also been on the mountain, wrote of Jesus, the Word
became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten
of the Father, full of grace and truth.5 For John, the association of glory was with character
and specifically, grace and truth. Grace and truth are characteristics that are evidently very
different from each other and yet working together are powerful in the service of God.
From the previous examples we might start to think that John and Peter held different
associations for glory and therefore their views on the subject, although complementary,
were quite separate. However, John, by the direction of the Holy Spirit, was responsible for
writing the book of Revelation, where some of the most outstanding visual outlines of the
glory of Christ and God are to be found. Meanwhile Peter does not overlook the character
aspect of the glory of Christ; he was very definite about the need for certain qualities to be
shown in a disciple life in his second letter. In the lead-up to his words about the visual glory
of Christ on the mountain he emphasised the fact that specific characteristics should be
evident in our lives and so he was guided to put together the following list:
... add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to self-control
perseverance, to perseverance godliness, to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly
kindness love.6
From a standing start as a newly born believer these things could seem beyond us, and to work
through these until someone could say later of that same life, "that person is an example of
the glory of Christ'" may even seem impossible; if Paul hadn't written it, it's likely that we
wouldn't dare say it! However, the record of those working in the early churches is for our
encouragement. Through the work of the Holy Spirit to make these characteristics grow and
shine out, we too, can fulfil the potential to become 'the glory of Christ' with the intent that
God receives yet more glory for His power to conform us to the image of His Son.7 If we
were looking for a step-by-step guide for where to start we would do well to begin with
Peter's list.
References:
(1) Matt.17:2 (2) 2 Pet.1:17 (3) Jn 14:8 (4) Jn 14:9 (5) Jn 1:14 (6) 2 Pet.l:5b-8
(7) Rom.8:29
Bible quotations from NKJV
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Heroes of Faith

Abel
An informed choice
by Robert Fisher, Bathgate, Scotland
I once heard of a confused lady who lashed out at God for his 'arbitrary' choice of Abel over
Cain. She'd been reading the Bible from the beginning and this was an early stumblingblock to her. Later, a friend helped her to find the solution in Heb.11...
By faith, Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than his older brother Cain.1 In what sense did
Abel come 'by faith'? Paul tells us that faith comes from hearing.2 What, then, had Abel
heard? Surely we can presume - even from this indication alone - that Abel (and Cain) had
heard instruction from their father Adam about the correct way of approach to God.
For surely God had instructed Abel's parents. The Lord God made garments of skin for
Adam and his wife and clothed them.3 This was the first animal killed as a sacrifice, and to be a
covering. Can we doubt that God made the teaching of sacrifice for sins clear at this first
opportunity?
So Abel came in faith; he offered a better sacrifice than Cain. God respected his gifts,
declared him righteous, and so Abel found acceptance. It was not a case of both Abel and
Cain each just doing what seemed best or what came naturally to them and then God
making some arbitrary choice. Not at all, because Abel came 'by faith'.
This is key, and the reason why Abel's approach to God was reflected in later offerings and
the way God ordered his people to bring their sacrifices. God respected Abel's offering for
good reason. With such clear guidance, who would dare presume to trust in something other
than the blood of the sacrificial Lamb of God - who is Jesus Christ - in order to find
acceptance with God?4
References:
(1) Heb.11:4 (2) Rom.10:17 (3) Gen.3:21 NIV (4) Jn 1:29
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Heroes of Faith

Noah
Illogical obedience
by Bryan Dougan, Edinburgh, Scotland
Can you imagine the stares when Noah began to build a giant floating zoo -with nowhere to
sail it?
But Noah is commended by God for his obedience: by faith Noah, when warned about things
... in holy fear built an ark.1
By the time Noah appears in our Bibles, the world was such an evil place that God was sorry
He had ever created people! Yet, in contrast, the Bible says that Noah was a righteous man,
blameless in his time; Noah walked with God.2
Without hesitation, Noah responded to God's warning and acted on it. What God asked of
him was no easy task. The ark would be 140 metres long, 23 metres wide and 13.5 metres
tall; it would take 120 years to complete and Noah wasn't even a carpenter! God provides. He
gave Noah a plan and equipped him.
Had Noah tried to logically reason through what God was asking, the ark would not have been
built. However, through his faith, he not only saved his family, but at the same time
condemned the world.1
When Noah's father named him, he explained his choice, "this one will give us rest ... from
the ground which the LORD has cursed".3 When the flood waters finally subsided, Noah
built an altar and offered burnt offerings and the LORD smelled the soothing aroma; and the
LORD said to Himself, "I will never again curse the ground on account of man".4 Noah
had fulfilled his father's expectations.
Christ's work at Calvary gives us rest, but God may ask us to work outside our comfort zone.
Will we respond like Noah and be obedient to His call?
References:
(1) Heb.11:7 NIV (2) Gen.6:9 (3) Gen.5:29 (4) Gen.8:21
Bible quotations from NASB unless otherwise stated
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Heroes of Faith

Abraham
Faith in God's faithfulness
by Ben Jones, Toronto, Canada
Picture the situation that Abraham found himself in: God is asking for the son promised to
him to be sacrificed. We receive a fascinating insight into Abraham's thoughts through
Heb.11:17-19, which leads us to realise that it was Abraham's belief that God would raise
Isaac from the dead after he was killed.
It is intriguing that such a profound dilemma is dealt with, using Abraham's example, in a
mere three verses. Abraham was faced with the choice of obedience to God or protecting
his son, longed for and much loved - with the result expressing his faith in God's enduring
promises. With this choice, he placed his faith in God's faithfulness, believing in God's
supremacy over even death. Abraham placed his faith in a perfect attribute of God. God's
faithfulness is absolute and is part of what sets Him apart from us.1
We too have a faithful promise when it comes to sacrifice, in Rom.8:28. We can be sure of
our calling, and our love can be expressed through our faithfulness. We can be sure that God
will fulfil His promises of blessing, and His purposes through us, and so we can base our
faith on His faithfulness.
Bear in mind the contrast between Heb.11:19 and the Genesis account; although God's
promises were certainly kept, it was not in the way Abraham had expected. It would be
foolish to say that we can predict or anticipate God's actions, so our faith must be in the fact
that His ways are higher than ours. His ways will only be clear to us when the fullness of
His purpose has been accomplished, thus the need for our faith in His faithfulness.
References:
(1) 2 Tim.2:13
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Heroes of Faith

Isaac
Respecting God's choice
by Guy Elliott, Crowborough, England
By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their future.1
Isaac's clear and definite faith came from a lifetime's experience of knowing God's
blessings; particularly when in answer to prayer his wife Rebekah, who was barren, gave
birth to twin boys, Esau and Jacob. Isaac demonstrated his faith by blessing his sons,
believing all God had promised for the future of his line.
In the normal course of events the blessing of the father would go to the firstborn son. In
practice, this would mean Esau would be given the double portion of honour, affection and
advantage. Esau expected to be given that blessing, especially when Isaac called him and
told him he wanted to bless him.2 At this point, Rebekah overheard what was planned and
called Jacob to engineer a way for him to receive the blessing.
God, however, was in control and, working contrary to human expectations, overruled to
ensure that the blessing of the firstborn should pass from Esau to Jacob, as unwittingly Isaac
blessed his younger son. God confirmed His choice of Jacob over Esau, as had been predicted
when the Lord spoke to Rebekah in Gen.25:23, "The older will serve the younger. " Why?
Because Esau was a godless person3 who did not value his birthright as the inheritor of
God's promises to Abraham.
God used this set of circumstances to achieve His purpose, even though the actions of Isaac,
Rebekah and Jacob were not what He desired.
So, in what way is Isaac commended for his faith? God didn't condone the actions of those
involved, but rather He looked at the sincerity of Isaac's faith and the fact that his faith
overcame his unbelief. So Isaac has joined the list of those of whom it is said, These were all
commended for their faith.4
References:
(1) Heb.11:20 (2) Gen.27:2-4 (3) Heb.12:16 (4) Heb.11:39
Bible quotations from NIV
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Heroes of Faith

Joseph
Shaped by hardship
by Lennie Shaw, Kilmarnock, Scotland
Joseph was someone who could see the bigger picture ...
Rejected by his own family, sold as a slave, falsely accused, imprisoned and then forgotten
by a man whose dream he had interpreted, he knew God wasn't finished with him. He
remembered the God-given dreams for which his brothers hated him. He knew God
remembered too and he took God at His word.1
How often do we hear that God's timing is not the same as our own? It took thirteen years
of slavery and imprisonment in Egypt before Joseph reached the position for which God was
preparing him. Which of us would have had the faith to endure all that he did during that
time? He must have clung to those prophetic dreams during his darkest hours when it
seemed that he was completely alone and even God had forgotten him. Of course God
hadn't forgotten. These times of trial were meant to shape him to become the man who
would ultimately occupy the most responsible position in the land.
Christians are not immune from trials and hardship, far from it - God still shapes us.
The day came when Joseph's brothers appeared before him to buy grain for their father's
household. How easily he could have taken revenge for their treatment of him.
They themselves were still guilt-filled, their thoughts never far from their actions against
their own brother so long ago.2 How often had they been haunted by what they had done to
Joseph?
As they stood before him, did Joseph's mind go back to his own cries for help from the
bottom of the pit as the brothers calmly ignored his distress? He now repaid their evil with
mercy, and their betrayal with generosity. He had become the faithful man that God
intended.
References:
(1) Gen.37:5-10 (2) Gen.42:21-22
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Heroes of Faith

Moses
Choosing and refusing
by Ira Williamson, Buxton, England
By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's
daughter, choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God (Heb.11:24-25
NASB).
Progressing from a foundation of faith, Moses grew up, refused certain things and chose
others. He evaluated the present based on a vision of the future. A life of faith and spiritual
growth consists of the things we refuse, and the things we choose.
Growing old is not the same as growing up. I once saw a beautiful bald eagle confined to a
bird sanctuary. It was a magnificent looking bird, until it stretched out its wings and revealed a
disfigurement caused by malnutrition that made flight impossible. How sad to see something
designed for soaring in the heights restricted to hopping in the dust because it didn't 'grow
up' properly!
Moses refused Egypt's honours. He surely could have had his name for all time recorded in
the locked code of Egyptian hieroglyphs, but Moses chose eternal over temporary,
incorruptible over corruptible, and spiritual over carnal. He refused to be known as the son
of Pharaoh's daughter. Identity is almost as much about what we choose not to be, as it is
about what we choose to be.
Moses chose to be mistreated with the people of God. Growing up brings choices. Going
with the flow may be easier for a time, but it produces no strength for when difficult
choices need to be made. Moses' choice would not have been one 'BIG' decision, but rather a
process of learning, making small choices, taking little steps that eventually led him to this
place where he felt the unity of his calling with his brothers and sisters by blood above
those associated with him by circumstance. For the baby lifted from the Nile, blood was
definitely thicker than water. He really was one from among the people of God, and chose
to be mistreated along with them. Such a choice could only be made by one who had truly
'grown up.'
With the goal God lays out for us to achieve in Eph.4:13, we all have some growing up to
do on the basis of our faith. What things are you currently facing which you need to refuse?
What choices are yours? Follow Moses' soaring example of looking ahead by faith.
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Heroes of Faith

Rahab
Seeing God at work
by Angus McIlvenna, Middlesbrough, England
A prostitute! How was it that someone of such ill-repute could be used for the purposes of
God? Rahab was not the only one. Years later Jesus said to someone similar, "Your faith has
saved you, go in peace." 1
From Josh.2 we learn the word on the street of Jericho was that God was with His people.2
A sea had been parted and kings destroyed. Morale and courage were low. It was God's will
that life was about to change for the inhabitants in Jericho and Rahab knew that.
We don't know the background or circumstances which led to Rahab living the life of a
prostitute, but despite this she could, in faith, see God at work: By faith ... she welcomed the
spies. 3 At that point, it was her faith that mattered to God. Rahab showed by welcoming,
protecting and helping His representatives, that she could trust that God in heaven would give
His reward. Protection was promised to her and to those dear to her.
With faith came courage. The giving of lodging and sending the spies off in a different
direction was considered righteous.4 She was no longer classified with all those who were
disobedient.5 Brazen Rahab had been used by God to protect the men and to bring about His
purposes. God was at work.
The scarlet cord showed that her faith was not a one-off, but ongoing while God's purposes
for Jericho were being fully accomplished.
Rahab put her faith in God. She acted as one of God's own and asked to be treated in the
same way. Her faith was duly rewarded by salvation and a secure home amongst the people
of God.6
References:
(1) Lk.7:50 (2) Josh.2 (3) Heb.11:31 (4) Jas.2:25 (5) Heb.11:31 (6) Josh.6:25; Matt.1:5
Bible quotes from NIV
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Heroes of Faith

The people of Israel
A collective faith
by Stephen McCabe, Belfast, N.Ireland
By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for seven days.1
This short verse refers to the people of Israel conquering the city of Jericho by God's power.2
Several points are salient after a consideration of these passages. First, the faith that was
exhibited was that of the people - collectively expressed. They believed that God would
conquer if they followed. Second, and linked inextricably to the act of faith, was the
collective obedience of the people -they listened, and they followed the plan through to the
fine details. The word of the Lord was given to Joshua, a strong leader, and he passed it on
to the people with clarity. Third, the ark was present as they marched round the walls - in fact
it was the focal point of the procession. Covered in its blue cloth, it would have been
strikingly visible to the people watching from the besieged city. It was not carried by a single
individual, but by the group and it contained, for the people, the basis of their covenant with
God. They acted in obedience to the commands, in faith. The walls fell.
Similarly, our faith within Churches of God has a collective aspect. It is inextricably linked
to obedience - listening to the Word of God, passed on with clarity by strong leaders. We
must then, by faith, put that Word into action, down to the fine details. And, crucially,
Christ must be present - in fact, the focal point of all we do. His presence among us as the
people of God should be strikingly visible to those looking on - in keeping with the type seen
in the ark, Christ is still being borne on the shoulders of dedicated disciples for others around
to see.3 Collective faith and obedience, together with Christ being upheld as the focal point
of our service - this is what will make walls, divisions, barriers and obstacles all tumble
down by God's power.
References:
(1) Heb.11:30 (ESV) (2) Josh.6 (3) Ferguson, J.L. 2010. The Parable of the Tabernacle
(2nd edition). Hayes Press, Flaxlands.
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Heroes of Faith

Jesus
An incomparable leader
by Andy Seddon, Swindon, England

A great cloud
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so
easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked
out for us.1
In this series we have been considering just a few of the great 'heroes
of faith' we read about in God's Word; ordinary people through
whom God achieved great things because of their faith. Are we
inspired?
When we study characters in the Bible such as Abraham, Moses
and Joseph, not to mention the many great women of faith, it is easy
to think that we are nothing like them. They were special, and our
lives today are very different, perhaps quite mundane, compared to
theirs. This is not the case.
In this Bible passage the writer to the Hebrews concludes his list of
heroes. He now paints the picture of Christians participating as if in
the ancient Greek games with a stadium of spectators surrounding us
like a cloud spurring us on! These spectators knew what it is like to
be where we are; they were there before, and have conquered.
Abraham believed against the odds, Moses turned his back on sinful
pleasures, Joseph endured injustice, and Rahab risked her very life.
As we seek to follow our Lord Jesus we often hold onto things
needlessly which only slow us down or throw us off course; perhaps
our reputation, our possessions, our sinful desires, our comfort? The
shout from the cloud of witnesses is: "let go", and "run"!
The secret of these heroes was that they were focused on something
incomparably better. The same was true
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of Paul in the New Testament when he looked at his reputable life and considered
everything a loss, compared to... knowing Christ Jesus ...2

A great leader
Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before
him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of
God. Consider Him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow
weary and lose heart. 3
Whilst we have innumerable spectators at our side, we have an incomparable leader in front
who dominates our gaze. One thing that all the heroes of faith had in common, like us, was
that they failed at some point. But we praise God that this was not true of our Lord.
Jesus is the 'author' (or leader, captain, pioneer) of our faith. His experiences in His body
on earth were complete. He did not just dip His feet into the ocean of human experience. He
swam in its deepest and darkest depths. He was tempted [or tested] in every way,4 he
learned obedience from what he suffered 5 and He was made perfect by what he suffered.6
Therefore, Jesus has run the same race that He now marks out for us. He took no short
cuts, and He committed no sin. What a glorious Saviour!
His perfect life meant that He was the perfect sacrifice on the cross. This guarantees our
salvation through faith, and not by us trying to live an impossibly perfect life.
Jesus is also the 'perfecter' (or finisher) of our faith. Paul reminds us that he who began a
good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.7 God's great
purpose for our life is that, through the Holy Spirit who lives within us, we should be
transformed increasingly into the likeness of Christ Himself.
If we 'fix our eyes on Jesus', that is if we study His Word, meditate on His splendour, and
wholeheartedly obey His commands, then our own character will certainly change. This
amazing process will see its final completion on the day that Jesus appears again. John refers
to this: What we will be has not yet been made known. But... when he appears, we shall be
like him, for we shall see him as he is. 8 What an incredible prospect!
References:
(1) Heb.12:1 (2) Phil.3:8 (3) Heb.12:2-3 (4) Heb.4:15 (5) Heb.5:8 (6) Heb.2:10
(7) Phil.1:6 (8) 1 Jn 3:2
Bible quotes from NIV
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The Pope's offer to
Anglicans
A surprising move
by Peter Hickling, Cromer, England
On 20th October 2009 the Pope offered to receive disaffected
Anglicans into the Roman Catholic church, taking by surprise the
Archbishop of Canterbury, who admitted that he had only heard of
it 'at a very late stage'. In other words, he was not consulted, just
told. Dr. Williams said that there had been "no input from, or
consultation with, Lambeth Palace". What is offered is 'full and
visible' communion with Rome. Whole churches, with their priests,
are to be offered the opportunity for full recognition within the
Roman Catholic church, while retaining their Anglican liturgy and
traditions, even their married clergy. As one would expect, most of
those who are attracted by this possibility are those whom we would
label 'Anglo-Catholic'; they can describe it as 'coming home'.
Why?
Many in the Church of England are dismayed at the advance of
practices called 'liberal' (although the 'liberals' tend to be very
illiberal towards those who disagree with them). Particular instances
are homosexual priests and bishops, and women priests and bishops in
some parts. Those who share this disquiet can be very different, but
their common factor is that they believe in a revealed faith, not one
that should continually adapt to the views of society. The blog of a
body called Anglican Mainstream says, 'Faithfulness to Scripture as
God's Word is essential for sharing the love and purpose of God in
Jesus Christ'. On this point both the Anglo-Catholics and the
Evangelicals agree. So do we - but we go on to say that Scripture takes
precedence over church traditions.
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What would a transfer involve?
It should be very clear that Roman Catholic teaching is a 'package'. Anyone who accepts it
must accept all of it. We can't go through all of it here, but look at the RC catechism on their
website, and see what is involved. This latest statement is issued as an 'Apostolic
Constitution', the highest level of decree issued by the Pope; other such things are the
Tridentine Mass (1570), the Immaculate Conception of Mary (i.e. that Mary was without
sin) (1854) and the Bodily Assumption of Mary (1950), none of which have any scriptural
support. Thus, although Anglican dissidents are right to turn away from 'liberal' practices which
are contrary to Scripture, they are going 'from the frying pan into the fire' if they go to a
church which requires as articles of faith things invented by its hierarchy. They would have
to accept (as some of them do) the doctrine that the Pope is the successor of the apostle Peter,
and is empowered by Christ to make binding statements on His behalf.

What is that to us?
When Peter looked at John, and said to Jesus, "Lord, what about this man?" Jesus said to
him "... what is that to you? You follow me!"1 It is our responsibility to seek the Lord's will
as revealed in Scripture, and then to follow it. Some of those who established the first Brethren
churches in the 19th century were ordained ministers, but they realised that some of the
traditions of the established churches had no support in Scripture, so they sought to follow it
in Bible-based churches. Later, some understood that all these churches should be together,
not autonomous, and saw that spreading of this truth was needed - hence the foundation of
this magazine, Needed Truth and the united Churches of God who publish it. The reasons for
tensions in the 'established church' are therefore of interest, but they challenge us to search
and act for ourselves. We stand by Luther's watchword of sola scriptura (Scripture alone), and
invite our readers to do so too.
References: (1) Jn 21:21,22 ESV
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From scepticism to
conviction
by Alex Reid, Leigh, England
NT: What were some of your interests as a young man?
What made you 'tick'?
Well, I enjoyed playing football, and was reasonably good at judo, I
think. I definitely loved reading, something I evidently picked up
from my father who was a voracious reader. I would say we were
an everyday working-class family. I left school at 16 and stepped into
an apprenticeship with vehicle manufacturer, British Leyland, at
Bathgate in Scotland. From this I was to emerge as a time-served
maintenance engineer.

NT: Had you ever considered the Christian faith? What
did you think of it?
Not really. Not in early life, at least. I was peripherally aware of it, of
course - the Boys' Brigade being a typical but very slight formative
influence in this connection. By the time I was in my late teens, I
had adopted a mildly sceptical outlook. Looking back, I can see that
was an attitude based on ignorance, simply dismissing Christianity as
old-fashioned and irrelevant. This, remember, was the swinging 60s.
The war was over. It was a relatively rosy picture: full employment, the
world seemingly roaring ahead, a technological boom-time, all in all
an optimistic, progressive mood in society.

NT: What attracted you to Freemasonry?
Initially, it was the influence of my father really. My father and
grandfather before me had been Masons, so there was family pressure
for me to follow this path. I was eligible to join at 18 since my father
was already a serving Mason. It was not a move borne out of personal
conviction. The lodge I joined was new, and that being
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the case any desire to become an office-bearer could be rapidly realized. Blessed with a
retentive memory (which was a boon with regard to all the ritual that was performed from
memory), I soon had my foot on the first rung of the ladder ascending to become the Master
of the Lodge - something which in these exceptional circumstances could have conceivably
happened when I was 23. My father was thrilled, perhaps feeling his ambitions would be
fulfilled through me, and I came to be regarded as somewhat of a protégé. It appealed to me
at a simplistic level at least, that all the Masonic ritual had a high moral tone: featuring the
idea of 'charity to all' and the ideal of 'universal brotherhood.'

NT: What if anything began to disturb you about it?
As soon as I came into contact with real Bible-based Christianity and got saved, I began to
question my involvement with the Masons. I was saved through the testimony of a
maintenance engineer who witnessed to me late one night about the Lord's return. I was then
drawn into lunchtime Bible discussions held in my workplace by a small circle of
Christians working at Leyland. The first clash I perceived was that justification by faith cut
across the Masonic teaching of salvation by good works. For a while I tried to entertain the
idea that both could be reconciled, but friends in that circle further pointed out the anomaly
of belonging to a secret society. Here was a second ideological clash with the spirit of what I
read in Acts 26:26 concerning the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the foundational
events of Christianity, 'this has not been done in a corner.'

NT: What was the result of this?
By then, Mary and I had become an item. She had been to Sunday School at Hebron Hall
where the Church of God in Bathgate met, but had drifted away during her teenage years. At
Mary's suggestion, we started attending there occasionally. An evangelist, Arthur Jones,
visited there and gave a series of Bible talks on 'The Lampstand' (of Moses' Tabernacle).
During this he touched on baptism and addition to a Church of God. The Spirit worked in our
hearts, and we decided we should be baptized. I knew I had to first extricate myself from
Freemasonry. At a committee convened to receive my resignation from being an officebearer, I argued against them that masonry was indeed incompatible with Christianity. This
was a costly time, as my actions upset my father deeply.

NT: What would you say has most convinced you that you 've really discovered
God's will for your life?
The definiteness of my conversion experience has always been an antidote to doubt, and
since then I've always felt greatly honoured that God has brought me to a knowledge of
Himself. My journey has been one from scepticism to conviction. Since our addition to a
Church of God in April 1970, after our
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marriage, my faith and service among the Churches of God has brought me stability and
consistency in life. Previously, I'd tend to flit from one hobby or interest to another, but I've
developed a consistent purpose in life as well as a continuous sense of pleasure and gratitude
from being found in God's house. It's a wonderful thing, I feel, to be granted the privilege of
serving God in His house.
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Social networking
A tangled web
by Martin Jones, Toronto, Canada
A thief robs a house and decides to log onto his Facebook account;
he forgets to log out on departure and is later arrested! Two teenage
girls get lost in the Australian outback. Instead of using their phone to
call emergency services, they update their Facebook 'status' to ask for
help.
As boneheaded as these true stories are, they illustrate just how much
Facebook and other social networking sites like MySpace, Twitter,
and 'Instant Messaging' have permeated through society. For the
uninitiated, these media all, in various ways, connect people
together, increase communication and publicise members' interests
and actions. Far from being a niche interest or a passing fad, the
number of users is huge. In Canada alone, as of March 2009, almost
a third of the population had a Facebook profile; in the UK it was
about a quarter! What is the Christian to make of all this?
Firstly, there genuinely seems nothing sinister at all about the sites
themselves, and no hidden motive to corrupt! However, the Christian
should always be alert for things that are 'not beneficial' to their
Christian experience.
The first observation is that social networking fills a need to be
'connected'. In fact being connected and having an ever-growing
network of 'friends' becomes an end in itself. But numerous
superficial relationships are no substitute for the old-fashioned 'real'
thing. I recall a friend recounting how his niece was perfectly happy
to chat to him online, but she couldn't string two sentences together
when they came face to face! Real, deep, committed relationships
are so needed in the
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church - and need to be cultivated in person where possible - not simply engaging in
mundane chat.
Another need that can find an outlet here is 'self-publicity'. Some web pages can resemble a
shrine to self, with interests and accomplishments listed prominently, together with every
detail of their lives posted for all to see, be it text, photos or videos. It's not healthy to be selfabsorbed - particularly when building an online persona that doesn't perhaps match who we
really are. Things can be posted online that we wouldn't dream of saying in a physical
environment and perhaps cannot be easily retracted. (Take the example of the pro footballer
who revealed via Twitter the possibility of a transfer move, which, as a result, never
happened!). Please think before you click.
The witness angle is also key. It's easy to see the potential for the gospel to be spread by socalled viral means on the Internet and particularly by social networking. If word of hot new
bands can spread like wildfire, why not the hot gospel? But we have to challenge ourselves
as to how often we really make this happen - and on balance whether our online activities
are a positive or negative witness. Perhaps we can all resolve to wear our faith a bit more
on our virtual sleeve in future. For example, dare to post a verse on your Facebook profile or a
thought provoking tweet. Collectively, too, there is untapped potential in these new media
to be harnessed - being wise as serpents and innocent as doves - to publicise who we are
and what we believe. Younger ones (at 35 I feel well past it in cyber terms!) - this is where
you can play a critical part!
On a practical note - from a safeguarding perspective, youth leaders need to ensure that
innocent online relationships with Bible campers or youth club attendees cannot be
misconstrued or get out of hand. It does happen. It is also important to remember that posting
of photographs of events where children are present must be done only with the express
permission of their parents/guardians.
Lest this appear to be too negative an attack on the phenomenon, we should recognize the
part it has played in shrinking the distances between our churches. As an expatriate, I
particularly enjoy keeping up to date with fellow members of the Churches of God in the UK
and beyond; seeing children growing up and views of church camps, marriages and other
events. Prayer points can be circulated quickly and groups set up to publicize an event or
mobilise resources. Long may this continue and be exploited for good!
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Making a marriage work

Communication
Did I hear you right?
by Geoff Hydon, Toronto, Canada
When Paul was writing about Satan's attacks on Christians he
confidently stated: we are not ignorant of his schemes. He was right.
Marriage was invented by God, so we know Satan will attack it. He
encourages doubt about the need for marriage at all, and promotes
immorality instead. Thus, he schemes to put us off marrying, or to
make marriage a battleground instead of the divinely intended source
of companionship. However, this series is about making marriages
work, and how to avoid pitfalls. Our first topic is communication
with one's spouse.
A 2006 study stated that on average women use over 20,000 words a
day while men use only about 7,000. So picture the husband who has
already used 6,995 words during his work day coming home with
only about five words left, which might well be: "What's for dinner?"
and "Good Night." Now please don't start arguing with your spouse
about the likely inaccuracy of these statistics, or how often the
illustration has proved true! You will just be confirming that people do
communicate in different ways (not necessarily related to gender at
all!). It's essential in marriage that we learn how our partner expects
us to convey information, both about facts and feelings. If we develop
this vital understanding it can contribute greatly to an overall positive
relationship. If we ignore our spouse's expectations about
communication frequency and methods we are in for testing times, and
the Adversary has an advantage.
The biblical expectation of marriage is that a couple become 'one
flesh'. This description could be the subject of a book by itself, but in
this brief article we assume that a married couple should unselfishly
live to produce
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mutual satisfaction. This needs communication reflecting shared goals and values. Paul
cautioned widows in churches of God to marry only in the Lord, and surely this marriage
principle applies more broadly than to widows. It should perhaps be obvious that
communication will be under greater challenge if a couple does not share Biblically-based
beliefs and values. Practising good communication should feature during an effective,
prayerful courtship, where Christ reigns in all decision-making. It is never too early to
recognize inherent or developing problems and begin tackling them.
How can we defend our marriages against communication breakdowns? Here we can only
pick on a few potential weak spots. Obviously, it is important to be a good listener. Do we
wait for our partner to finish speaking? Do we avoid assumptions and seek clarification, or
leap to conclusions? Do we first share areas of agreement, before we explore why we
disagree? Are conversations honest, and without secrets? If we feel we cannot talk about
something with our spouse, that might indicate feelings of harmful independence rather than
needed interdependence. Are important matters discussed in the right environment, not in
hurried or heated exchanges at the wrong time or place to have any hope of resolving
anything? Do we avoid inconsistency between what we do and what we say, or the way we
say it? Body language, tone of voice, evidence of emotions, all lead to reinterpretation of
what is actually said. What if one spouse is more subjective and emotional while the other is
more objective and analytical? Our upbringing or personality may create differences like these.
We must learn how our spouse actually communicates, and not rely on simply what is said!
So communication skills cannot be de-linked from exercise of patience, to ensure the other
person has opportunity to get their meaning across. Arguments about whether husband or wife
actually said specific words are usually ineffective, as the real failure is not in memory but
in understanding what was meant. Good marriages need good apologies; we will all likely
fail in the way we say things.
Marriage is perhaps the best forum for perfecting communication, because love can prevail.
May you be blessed with encouragement, in seeing the Lord's provision of a loving marriage
partner and in working at ensuring mutual delight in your companionship.
The writer has been happily married for over 40 years; the sequel to a teenage romance! The
article has outlined practical wisdom, learned from mistakes and triumphs over the years,
which is consistent with published empirical studies. The following Scriptures support key
statements: 2 Cor.2:11 NASB; Matt.19:4-6; 1 Cor.6:9-11; 1 Cor.7:39; Matt.15:19;
Prov.3:6; Prov.31:11; Amos 3:3; Jas.1:19,20; Jas.3:8; 1 Pet.3:7; 1 Pet.4:8,9; Songs 8:7
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Making a marriage work

Unconditional love &
unconditional
respect
by Keith Dorricott, Toronto, Canada
Is it possible for two people who are equal in God's eyes to live
together harmoniously, when one is acknowledged as the 'head' and
the other as 'subject'?1 It sounds very out-dated, particularly in the
Western world. And yet it is still God's way - and the way that
marriage works; because marriage is far more than a man and a
woman merely living parallel lives, just coming together on things
they have in common, such as their children. God designed marriage
for couples to enjoy oneness - personally, spiritually and physically.
And so through Peter He first tells wives to respect their own
husbands.2 They do this by willingly submitting to their husbands'
decisions and by treating them in a respectful way - unconditionally
(even if they are disobedient to the Word). This does not mean the
wife has to be passive or silent. The text in Peter may imply the wife's
first responsibility is to use the Word of God verbally to win the
husband's obedience to it, failing which she is to seek to win him by
an example of fearless personal obedience to the Word, but without
insubjection to her husband.
One of the ways that women can teach younger women is in how to
properly show love to their husbands.3 And when a man feels that he
has his wife's respect, he will find it easier to reciprocate by expressing
his love to her. Feeling that respect is important to most husbands.
A spirit of subjection is not limited to wives, of course. It is to be
characteristic of us all as followers of Christ.
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Paul introduces the subject of submission by wives to their husbands by saying to all of us: Be
subject to one another in the fear of Christ. 1
And then God tells husbands that they are to love their wives, in the same way that they love
themselves and also in the way that Christ loves His church. Christ gave His life for them,
and husbands are to do the same for their wives, not by dying for them, but by living for them.
They are not to act independently or selfishly. In his headship, a man is accountable to the
Lord for the relationship, and it is a big responsibility to take on.
A husband's love for his wife is to be given unconditionally - no matter what. As he lives
with his wife in an understanding way,2 he will get to know her more and more, and find
out the ways in which she most feels loved. It may be in how he talks to her, or the time and
attention he gives her, or the help he provides for her, how he meets her financial needs and
helps her to feel safe, or it may be by physical contact, and it should include spiritual
leadership.
But, with the best of intentions, this love will never be all that God has designed unless it is
sourced by God Himself- unless it is God's love at work through him. As a husband
demonstrates his love for God or experiences God's love for him, he is more consistently
able to show his love for his wife. And failing to love her has consequences, he is told. God
may refrain from answering his prayers because he is treating carelessly God's own
daughter.
Christ Himself is the great example of both subjection and love. We see His attitude
exemplified at Gethsemane when He poured out His passionate prayer that the cup would pass
from Him. He did not suppress those feelings, and yet He submitted Himself to His Father's
will. Similarly we see His sacrificial love in taking our place before His accusers (not leaving
us to fend for ourselves). Thus husbands are to love their wives the way Christ did, and
wives are to submit to their husbands as He did, as to the Lord.'
Subjection and love must be from the heart, but also must be an act of will. And when they
are, marriage can be enjoyed fully as God designed it - the husband and wife enjoying
together the grace of life.2 It may not be the popular way nowadays, but it is still the way that
works. It is God's way.
References:
(1) Eph.5:21-33 (2) 1 Pet.3:1-7 (3) Tit.2:4
Bible quotations from NASB
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Making a marriage work

Encouragement and
forgiveness
by David Webster, Liverpool, England
"My wife can't cook." "My husband is useless around the house!"
"You never listen to a word I say!" Harsh words, criticism and telling
it as it is, even if dressed up as honesty or straight talking, are words
that tend to pull down rather than build up, aren't they? It is not a great
idea to 'put down' your spouse or to insist on having the last word or
to stress the things that he or she is not good at. The Bible tells us that
the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church,
his body, of which he is the Saviour.1 And this thought is developed
in the following verses. Stop and reflect on that for a moment! Love
her, care for her, look after her interests in the way that the Lord Jesus
looks after the interests of the church! That rules out those harsh
words,2 an uncaring attitude 3 or a discouraging put-down as both
husbands and wives are commanded to respect each other.4
In our world of corporate Have Your Say schemes people are more
likely to make a complaint than to issue a compliment. We are more
likely to make a fuss when we are treated discourteously than we are
to return to say thanks for a good job well done! But it does not have
to be like that in a Christian marriage. Sometimes all that is needed is
the assurance of encouragement. "That was good," or "I'm glad you
thought of that," doesn't cost anything, but can mean so much.
And when it comes to our service for the Lord, husbands and wives can
play a key role in encouraging each other not to give up or choose the
wrong options. We can pray
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together, for each other, for our families and friends and our church and that really focuses
us on what is important.
But what about those times when things go wrong? Bear with each other and forgive
whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you5 is
the general principle. A simple "sorry" is often all that is required between a couple who love
and care for each other. If the hurt is deeper it may mean talking through the situation to
explain why you feel let down, but above all the Lord's instruction is, Do not let the sun go
down while you are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold.6 That means sorting out
what has come between you and starting each day without yesterday's anger smouldering
away - even if it means eating humble pie!
Practising what these two Scriptures teach:
(1)
We overlook the little things and let them go as unimportant, both of us 'bearing
with' and forgiving all the time.
(2)

When we do have to consciously forgive, we remember how much God has forgiven us
and suddenly the 'grievance' loses some of its sting. A forgiven couple must always
be forgiving to each other!
(3)
We never carry over hurts to fight again the next day - that is the way to spoil a
marriage and invites disaster into our relationship.
(4)
We remain alert that the Adversary is seeking to undermine our marriage and we do
not let him get anything to latch on to.
Holding grudges and finding fault may be human traits, but forgiving and encouraging is
God's way. Marriage is God's idea and it always works better when, together, we operate it
God's way.
References:
(1) Eph.5:23 (2) see Col.3:19 (3) See 1 Cor.7:33 (4) see 1 Pet.3:7 & Eph.5:33 (5) Col.3:13
(6) Eph.4:26-27
Bible quotations from NIV
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Making a marriage work

Unselfishness and
loyalty
by Greg Neely, Toronto, Canada
Solomon gave excellent counsel when he said: By wisdom a house
is built, and by understanding it is established; and by knowledge the
rooms are filled with all precious and pleasant riches.1 Good advice
for a marriage too! And integral to putting these into practice are the
imperatives of unselfishness and loyalty to one another and to the
Lord. Marriage is after all a three-way union and the Lord's
foundational place in it is ignored or minimized to our detriment.
The Lord's unselfishness, as our example, is memorably described by
Paul. Christ is one who is equal with God, but who did not cling to or
grasp that position. Instead He ... emptied Himself, taking the form
of a bondservant, and ... humbled Himself 2 There is no better
definition of an unselfish mind-set, nor example of unselfish
behaviour. We do well to imitate it: not thinking of ourselves first,
but thinking of our spouse; not merely looking out for our own
personal interests, but also for the interests of our life partner.3 Of
course, this is to be true of all our relationships; how much more vital in
the one that is to be closest of all earthly ones! Be willing to be
humble.
Paul was not married, but he certainly had the principles figured out!
And the best principles in this case are actually the best practices! To
the Corinthians he wrote: but one who is married is concerned about
the things of the world, how he may please his wife... how she may
please her husband.4 This is as it ought to be in a marriage where
unselfishness is a characteristic. Of course, we all need to have as our
ambition, our aim, to please the Lord,5 whether married or not. But
part of
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that responsibility in a marriage is pleasing our spouse, not merely ourselves, as we serve
together. Do you know what really pleases your spouse? Is it flowers, just because; or is it
putting the toothpaste cap on the countertop so there is no ring of paste left? Is it cleaning
the whiskers out of the sink after you shave?! So often in relationships, as in life, it can be
the smallest of kindnesses that makes the most impact.
Not only so, but our loyalty to our marriage partner must be unwavering and absolute. The
cleaving of the man to his wife and the two becoming one flesh is how the divine designer
put this relationship together.6 To 'cleave' (KJV) is to be 'glued together'. It is to be
indissoluble: it is not to be chipped away at or cracked by a lack of commitment by either
husband or wife. That's why the wife is to be subject to her husband and to respect him.7 That
takes loyalty (and humility) for the woman, particularly when her husband does not deserve
it. That's why the husband is to love his own wife as his own body (v.28), nourishing and
cherishing her. The words in Greek can read 'love their own wives as being their own body'.
That's what being loyal involves: treating your own wife as your own body. And again, the
Lord Jesus is our supreme example - we are members of His body and He nourishes us and
cherishes us, just as He also is submissive to God, being entirely equal!
When your spouse walks into a crowded room, do you sense that the room just got brighter
and warmer? Are you kind and supportive in your speech and your actions? Do others wish
they had a relationship like you have? Are you a good example, a role model, someone to
imitate?
Wisdom will build or restore a relationship. Understanding one another will establish it, will
set it in order. Knowing each other intimately will fill to overflowing the relationship with
precious and pleasant riches. This honours the Lord who is to be entwined in the very fabric
of Christian marriage. And as we submit to each other and selflessly and loyally complement
our spouses, we are an example to the world of the unselfishness and loyalty of Jesus Christ to
us!
References:
(1) Prov.24:3-4 (2) Phil.2:7-8 (3) Phil.2:4 (4) 1 Cor.7:33-34 (5) 2 Cor.5:9 (6) Matt.19:5
(7) Eph.5:22,33
Bible quotes from NASB
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Remember the
swallows
Missed opportunities
by Gilbert Grierson, Knocknacloy, N.Ireland
I wondered where they all were when it was November in Northern
Ireland and the winter was coming on. Only a couple of months
previously, I had written about them in my journal, "The swallows
are still here at the moment, swooping excitedly about the
farmhouse, or perched in a line along the ridge of a nearby barn,
twittering together while seeming to warm their backs in the heat of
the morning sun rising over the Goak Hill to the east." It was early
September then; the sycamore trees were casting a few leaves and
there was a hint of autumn in the dew on the grass and the spiders'
webs in the hedges.
For a few summer months they had entertained us and been part of
our lives. They had built their clay nests -one under the eaves just
outside our bedroom window. They had dive-bombed Jack the cat as
he crossed the yard; he had tried vainly to ignore their sudden sorties,
appearing and disappearing like an R.A.F. squadron or a Red Arrows
display team at an air show. They amazed us with their ability to fly in
and out of broken windows to colonise the empty barns, and they
amused us in the middle of the night, pushing and shoving,
complaining to one another in the now-too-small nest under the eaves.
But now they have gone and it is quiet without them. It seems strange
to think of them skimming over the river Nile or doing aerobatics
around the Great Pyramid.
But the swallows, like some of life's opportunities, have gone! One of
these days I am going to get around to doing one of those things that
I've been meaning to do
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for a long time: print out a big banner and fasten it along my office wall. The words will be,
PEOPLE ARE MORE IMPORTANT THAN THINGS.
I think that the first time in my life that these words became meaningful for me was when my
wife and I attended a camping rally in the north of England some years ago with a big crowd of
fellow Christians. It was May time and the days were gloriously warm. But the nights were
freezing. We froze, along with our hot water bottles, in our tent. We had travelled from
Yorkshire to the rally in our brown Volkswagen van. It was really for carrying passengers,
not a camper-van, but it had long seats that you could sleep on if necessary, and was warmer
than a tent. We had also taken two girls from the church youth group along with us. They,
too, had a flimsy tent and inadequate sleeping bags. They also froze at night. But I would not
allow them to sleep in the van! Looking back it seems such a selfish attitude to take, but I
was proud of that van, had done a lot of work on it, and I did not want it getting 'messed up'. I
still feel ashamed when I look back to that incident. I hope that I have learned the lesson. As you
read this article, and perhaps apply it to your own life, for 'van' read 'house' or 'other
possessions'. People really do matter more than 'things', whatever they may be. Sometimes,
even for Christians, love of things may be stronger than love of those round about us for
whom we have opportunities to do good, at the cost of our possessions and time which are
only temporary!
It was like that for a woman we read about in Mark's gospel, wasn't it? She had a
wonderful 'thing', an alabaster bottle or flask of precious spikenard ointment. Perhaps it
was the most precious possession she had. But there was a Person before her who was
worth more than all the spikenard in the world. It was the Lord Jesus, and the time of His
death and burial was drawing near. Her window of opportunity was very short; soon He
would be gone, and her chance to use the ointment to show her love and appreciation of what
He meant to her would be over. We read that she broke her flask and poured out the precious
ointment onto the head of the Lord Jesus.1 It was not wasted, despite the narrow thinking of
some of the bystanders whose appreciation of Jesus and His worth fell far short of this
woman's. She had taken her chance, she had done what she could, and her Lord's words are
a continuing rebuke to those who prize their possessions (or their time) to such an extent
that people for whom they could do good are neglected.
"Let her alone; why do you bother her? She has done a good deed to Me. For you always
have the poor with you, and whenever you wish you can do good to them; but you do not
always have Me. She has done what she could; she has anointed My body beforehand for the
burial."2
Opportunities to show love and kindness to parents, friends, neighbours, colleagues and
school mates are for a limited time only. One morning you and
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I will wake up and they, like the swallows in autumn, will have gone. Therefore, let us take note
of the exhortation written by Paul in the Bible, So then, while we have opportunity, let us do
good to all people, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith. 3
Remember the swallows!
References:
(1) Mk.14:3 (2) Mk.14:6-8 (3) Gal.6:10
Bible quotations are from NASB
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Made perfect
Ready for worship
by Lindsay Woods, Cullybackey, N.Ireland
Perfect beginning
Every work that our great God starts, He finishes completely and
perfectly. Nothing is too hard for Him to do and when He decides to
accomplish something He does it to perfection. We may say: "It's a
perfect day," to express our satisfaction that everything is just as it
should be, so the Scriptures use the term 'perfect' to describe
something that fully meets its objectives, and the context then
determines whether this has to do with moral qualities or other things.
When we read of His creation work in Genesis we know that when
God had finished it was not only very good, 1 but absolutely perfect.
Only the spoiling of sin and its resulting curse has caused it to become
imperfect, but even so we join with the Psalmist to marvel at God's
handiwork in the heavens and the earth (e.g. Ps.19:1).

Perfect Man
As it is in the natural sphere so it is in the spiritual: As for God, his
way is perfect.2 So we can be sure that His plans for each one of us will
be fulfilled completely too. Although in Adam there was disobedience
and failure, in Jesus Christ there is perfect obedience and full
completion of a perfect work. When the Lord Jesus was born He was a
perfect baby and He grew up to be a perfect man for He was without
sin3 and He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth 4
- such is a perfect man,5 James tells us. And yet we are confronted in
Hebrews with the amazing truth that He still needed to be made
perfect through suffering.6 He had to learn the cost of obedience
through the things that He suffered and having then been made perfect
He is fully able to be the source of eternal salvation.7 He is also
described as the author and perfecter (finisher
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NKJV) of our faith 8 to whom we look as our great example and inspiration in the race we
run as His disciples. An even more astounding truth is that the Perfect Man has, through
His sacrifice at Calvary, made us perfect too! Perfection could not be found in the
Levitical priesthood because of sin but Jesus who is great priest over the house of God,9
through His atoning death and glorious resurrection, has become our perfect High Priest
never to be replaced or succeeded. He is a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek,10 and
he is able to save completely (perfectly) those who come to God through him.11

Perfect worshippers
Although the Mosaic law was perfect in itself, as coming from the very hand of God, it
could not make any man perfect. It had quite the opposite effect because no one could keep it
perfectly, except the man Christ Jesus. The annual animal sacrifices made by the Israelites were
not sufficient to make them perfect worshippers.12 Christ, who came seeking us to be His
Father's worshippers,13 has, by His one sacrifice at Calvary, taken away for ever all our sins14 and
made us perfect to worship His God and Father in spirit and truth in the heavenly sanctuary,
the greater and more perfect tabernacle.15 Since he has made perfect forever those who are
being made holy16 both the sanctifier and those that He has sanctified are united in this perfect
work.17 When God looks at us when we come to worship on the first day of the week He sees
us as perfectly righteous in Christ and even our imperfect thanksgivings are perfected to God
through our Great High Priest. Let us then be diligent to hold on to this great privilege and
hope of worshipping the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ following the Breaking of
the Bread on Lord's Day morning - God has perfected us for it.

Perfect end
And there's more to come! The faithful saints of Heb.11 died, not having received their
eternal promises because God had planned something better ... so that only together with us
would they be made perfect.18 And then we are told that in Mount Zion, the heavenly
sanctuary, there are the spirits of just and righteous men, spirits of those made perfect.19 In his
letter to the Philippians, Paul states with confidence the principle that he who began a good
work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus20 - perfectly finished in
His likeness.21
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Garments for glory

The robe of the
ephod
by Andy McIlree, Greenock, Scotland
Ex.28:6,31-35; Ex.39:22-26
In the vast surroundings of the people of God, only two blue coverings
ever caught their eye: one was the outer covering of the ark of the
covenant as the camp moved forward; the other was on their high
priest. In the silent language of divine symbolism, both spoke of the
glorified Christ.
Just as the coat of fine linen corresponded to the white of the turban to
indicate Christ's righteousness, so surely the blue robe united with the
turban's blue cord to express His heavenliness. No one walked with
greater stateliness than Aaron and, decked in unique splendour, he
stood out against the drab blackness of tents - a contrast that
announced how different he was from the people he served. His
garments proclaimed him as being at home in another place, ideally
suited to the glories of the tabernacle, and thus he foreshadowed the
Lord of glory who is so different from those for whom He serves as
High Priest - the perfect man perfectly suited to the glories of the
greater and more perfect tabernacle.
This is the first mention of a robe in Scripture and it typifies the
kingliness of the priest. How significant it is that Aaron represented
the kingship of Christ long before Saul, Jonathan or David could wear
the robes of their royal line. No mention is made of the kind of
fabric, though it probably was linen like his coat to ensure that the
flesh would not defile the image of our High Priest's righteousness
and heavenliness. Instead, the inspired word simply says it was 'all
of blue', as if the colour itself was the garment, speaking preciously
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of the Lord from heaven.1 By the Spirit's leading, Ps.45 depicts His garments of myrrh
and aloes and cassia, not that they merely smell of these things, for these words are not in
the original text, rather we are left to enjoy the thought that He is fragrant through and
through.
Woven seam-free, the robe was the exquisite representation of Christ's uninterrupted
eternal existence. He is without beginning, without end, and essentially the same even when
being in the form of God... [He] made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a
bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.2 In His seamless transition into manhood
Christ possessed identical heavenliness to what He was prior to His incarnation that He truly
might be God manifested in the flesh. How powerfully He emphasised the reality of the
heavenliness of the man in their company when He asked His disciples, "What then if you
should see the Son of Man ascend where He was before?" 3
With His deity and eternity so graphically depicted, the next feature is a wonderful
reminder of His centrality: it shall have a hole for the head in the midst.4(KV) God jealously
guards the centrality of His Son and wants us to view Him as He views Him, that the one
who is central to His purpose will be central to our plans too. In Old Testament revelation of
Himself, God was in the midst5 that He might be the central consideration of His people's
conduct and comfort. It is no surprise then that the New Testament finds His Son in exactly
the same position. In the temple, in the home, on the cross, in the upper room, on the throne,
and in our inter-personal difficulties, God's pre-eminent man is in the midst.6 If the will of
wicked men unknowingly bowed to the sovereignty of God by crucifying Him in the midst,
how much more should we show ourselves willing to bow to His centrality in our hearts, in
our homes, and in God's house? He must never be side-lined.
The centrality of Christ must be protected, and heaven's designer portrayed this by saying
that the robe shall have a woven binding all around its opening, like the opening in a coat of
mail.4 The word 'binding' means to be high, the conclusion, and through it the robe invited
God's people to contemplate its termination. In its own way, it had the same effect as the
distinguished blue cloth on the ark when it was borne on the shoulders of Levites, for both
called the viewer to look up, and their uplifting message is that He who comes from above is
above all. 7 If this happened with Aaron, how much more should we lift up our eyes upon
Christ, the man with the most beautiful countenance? One day we will see Him and, when we
do, perhaps we will wish that the ministry of the robe had lifted us higher to the conclusion
of the weaver's work to catch the greater glories of Christ's face.
God gave only one reason for the binding: so that it does not tear (Heb. qara). The reinforced
collar guarded against the accidental rending of the garment, protected the significance of
its interwoven heavenly truth, and defended it from any malicious hand that attempted to
undo what the hand of God had
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done. The devil may tempt, "If You are the Son of God"; scribes and soldiers may taunt, "If
You are the Christ," and "If You are the King,"8 liberal modernists may try to rend the
inviolable truth that Christ is God, but their feeble hands cannot reduce the indivisible robe to
a rag (Heb. qera from qara) 9 Just as the adversary cannot penetrate the armour of God on
those who are girded ... with truth,10 he is incapable of overcoming an eternal truth depicted
in a collar that was like a coat of mail. This part of Aaron's robe was singled out on the day
of his consecration when the holy anointing oil ran down on the edge of his garments.11 The
word 'edge' is misleading, as are the words 'skirts' and 'hem' in other versions, for the psalmist
actually refers to this strengthened opening (Heb. peh), the hole, and not to the hem (Heb.
shuwf) of the robe. How fitting that the oil should bathe the collar, as if causing us to hear
God's own declaration to His Son, "Your throne, O God, is forever and ever... therefore
God, Your God, has anointed You with the oil of gladness more than Your companions."12
The ministry of the 'hole' is complemented by the message of the 'hem' with its
pomegranates and golden bells. Although mentioned around thirty times in the Old
Testament, pomegranates fall into three categories: literal, ornamental, and figurative. The first
kind were found in Canaan, the second in the tabernacle and temple, the third in the Song of
Songs. Those on Aaron's robe belonged to the second group, made of blue, purple and
scarlet yarn: blue suggesting Christ's deity, purple His royalty and scarlet His humility.
Multiplied along this hemline, these whole pomegranates speak of fruitfulness enclosed, yet
always freely available at the feet of our risen great High Priest. In contrast, and at best, we
are like the bride in The Song whose mind resembled a piece of a pomegranate 13 fruitfulness exposed - and our tiny piece is only a fraction of the infinite resources we have
in Christ.
With the pomegranates, which are closely related to the Hebrew word for exaltation, the
golden bells added the sound of joy to the sight of glory, bringing melody into Aaron's priestly
walk. They were at one with the robe, enabling it to give its sound - not the bells giving their
sound! - which tells us that they gave the robe a 'voice'.14 Aaron himself was silent as he
ministered, but this garment spoke: its sound will be heard, but by whom? Many have
suggested that it told the people their priest was still alive, but few would hear him in the
holy place. More significantly, the sound spoke Godward, prefiguring the One whose fruitful
service was part of the joy that was set before Him in which He endured the cross ... and has
sat down at the right hand of the throne of God 15 to speak for us there.
When Aaron walked, he was walking with God. Every step said, "Accord and heavenliness,"
even when there was discord and worldliness in the camp. So it is with Christ - our Robe. He
will never come down to our level of spirituality,
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preferring to raise our thoughts to higher things as if from the hem to the hole to the head.
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Garments for glory

The ephod
by Andy McIlree, Greenock, Scotland
Read Ex.28:5-14; Ex.39:2-7
Of what good was it to the people of God if Aaron wore something that
depicted the righteousness of Christ, and another garment that
represented His heavenliness, if righteousness and heavenliness failed
to have a practical impact on their everyday lives?
God had ensured that no one among the twelve tribes could look at
His high priest without saying, "This man stands before God for me."
What could be more convincing than having your tribal name
engraved in onyx on his priestly shoulders? And how could anyone
see these names from Reuben to Benjamin upheld before God
according to their birth and not to say, "I am there"? In the place of
strength, close to his head, their placing pointed to our present
security in Christ -kept by the power of God1 according to the good
pleasure of His will2 - but there was a cost. Engraved, not written,
meant that the stone must give something of itself to have their names
indelibly embedded: a faint shadow of the greater cost which allows
each believer to testify that he is in the Son of God, who loved me
and gave Himself for me.3
Birth held a purpose for the sons of Jacob. Their individuality in
Genesis formed the building blocks of unity in Exodus as God laid
down the stepping stones of a greater truth, that new birth under
grace would be His call to individuals 'for obedience'4 in collective
service and testimony. In His masterly design the stones of the ephod
rested on the robe of blue, just as the holy crown rested on the
turban's lace of blue, to emphasise that practice must always be
supported by principle. Conduct must reflect character. Ex.28:7
expresses this in double clarity - joined ... joined
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together. God speaks not once, but twice! All the names were placed where the ephod was
joined, yet underneath was a robe that had no join. Made entirely of one piece, it speaks of
our Lord Jesus Christ - without beginning or end, eternally seamless, no alteration in His
character, never a flaw or slightest change - yet the ephod must be joined where the stones
were set. The word 'joined', or 'coupled', in Ex.39:4, is most remarkable, for God conveyed
something of special preciousness to Himself by using the Hebrew word 'chabar'. It is the
word from which Hebron gets its name: a place of fellowship,5 so birth is intended to lead from
fellowship with the Saviour to a fellowship of saints and of servants.6 Alongside this concept
of being in active fellowship, chabar contains the thought of being fascinated. The curtains of
the tabernacle were coupled,7 made possible by fifty clasps of gold, to suggest that fellowship
and fascination was achieved by the golden coupling that was central to them. God chooses
His words very carefully, for 'clasp' means to stoop, so without the stooping there could be
no coupling.
Rich in glory Christ did stoop,
Thence is all His people's hope ...
(T. Kelly)
How true this is: not only hope for the future, but hope for fellowship. By stooping so low,
having emptied and then humbled Himself to the death of the cross,8 Christ made it possible
for disciples to be bound together in fellowship and to be fascinated with the One who is
central to priesthood service.
In Thy cross I saw a glory
Far outshining all I knew.
There Thy love's surpassing beauty
Won my heart, and bound me too.
Now, O Lord, my heart is spellbound,
Not as once, by earth's vain blaze;
Calvary's cross, Eternal Lover,
Holds and fascinates my gaze.
God has called us to the full meaning of a 'chabar' type of fellowship9 where true communion
with Him and His Son allows a fellowship of churches to form a community. Of course, it is
possible to enjoy communion with the Lord Jesus and not be in the community, and we should
add right away that it is equally possible to be in the community and not be living in
communion with Him. One never guarantees the other and, sadly, we can fail in both. In
Israel's experience, the six tribes on the right shoulder were to appreciate fellowship with the
six tribes on the left shoulder, with all combining in full enjoyment of God's plan: fellowship
with one another in fellowship with their high priest. It was something worth being
fascinated about and still is, by the Spirit's help, in a fellowship of churches that are
separated to His name.
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Being in fellowship is not a weakness. The shoulders were the place of strength, and the
strength of fellowship was being presented on these two onyx stones, which are described
as memorial stones. Once again, the word is full of meaning, coming from the word zakar
- to mention, to be mindful, or to mark - which immediately suggests the prayer-ministry of
our High Priest. With intimate awareness He is ever mindful of us, mentioning us by name
and marking our needs before the face of God.
Ziklag was a massive blow to David10 and his own loss was great, but dealing with the
Amalekites was more than a personal matter for they were an ongoing threat to the people of
God collectively. Spawned in Genesis like other hostile nations, Amalek was a grandson of
Esau11 and the nation that bore his name troubled the children of Israel from the days of the
exodus.12 God's sad commentary on that occasion was, "the LORD will have war with Amalek
from generation to generation", so David's response was most appropriate. Instead of
running to recover his own loss he saw the wider responsibility and called for Abiathar the
priest with this appeal, "Please bring the ephod here to me." Collective need calls for
collective response, and David wisely consulted with God about this attack on His people.
What a lesson for us! The first step in resolving conflict is not to rush headlong after it, but
to rest in prayerful consultation before God through our great High Priest.13 As the suffering
Saviour, He made intercession to God for sinners; as the advocate on the throne He pleads
before the Father for saints; and as High Priest He ever lives to make intercession for
servants.14 In all three, He is utterly available in personal matters, but it is in His High
Priestly work that we find the collective answer to the ephod in Him. Thus the church prayer
meeting is vital: a collective call for collective need. It is part of our priestly service: an
obligation, not an option, and an essential place for God's people to be if we truly want Him
to turn the tide in days of decline.
The Man who answers to the robe is also the answer to the ephod and its intricately woven
band. The gold of His glory, the blue of His heavenliness, the purple of His kingliness, the
scarlet of His lowliness, and the fine linen of His righteousness have been fully provided for
us - and we need them all! The blue and scarlet of deity and humanity have been combined
by means of His incarnation and crucifixion, that we might claim Him as our king.
Who is this King of glory?
The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle ...
He is the King of glory.15
He came as King, and like the altar with its purple cloth16 when its fire had been
extinguished for the onward journey, He went through the fiery battle of the cross and
journeyed 'homeward' as our great High Priest. Calvary is over, yet still He serves. The
towel of humility has been replaced by the fulfilment of the intricately woven band, and He
graciously expresses its meaning -
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conveying the divine purpose, communicating the divine intention, and computing
everything for our good according to the perfection of the divine will.
Long before the rending of the veil,17 Hosea prophesied that the children of Israel shall abide
many days without king18 - for they crucified their King; without sacrifice - for they rejected
Him as God's offering for sin; without ephod- for they discarded the opportunity to know
Him as their Priest and to discover that the glorious answer to the ephod, its stones and its
girdle, is Christ.
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Garments for glory

The breastplate
by Andy McIlree, Greenock, Scotland
Ex.28:15-16, 21-29
It is apparent in our study of these priestly garments that, until now,
something is missing. There are no pockets. Our clothes have them
because we have so many items to carry around, but Aaron never had
this problem. There was no room for selfish luxuries in holy garments
or for anything that would detract from their glory and beauty. God
had planned that nothing would cater for self or the flesh or cause an
undignified figure to walk among His people with idle hands in his
pockets. So he had none until God gave him one in the form of the
breastplate. The Hebrew word suggests it was a pocket-like container,
but it also indicates its character for it means to sparkle or to be rich.
As it was placed on Aaron, a sudden change came over his garments,
as if they sparkled and were enriched by the heart of God being
represented on the heart of His servant. The coat and the robe have
pointed us to the righteousness and heavenliness of Christ, but
without the riches of the breastplate these are obscured. With it, they
became part of the overall revelation of His heart from which neither
righteousness nor heavenliness can be removed.
Aaron was an ordinary man who needed the breastplate to give him
largeness of heart. When it was secured on his chest, he instinctively
knew that this part of his garments emphasised how utterly
dependent he was upon God and that he was now in possession of
something that gave him a heart for the people of God. His garments
equipped him to stand in the divine presence, but until he was given
the breastplate he was not equipped to stand in the presence of the
people or show that he had a heart for all of them without
exception. Now he had a readiness that allowed each
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person to see their own tribe's stone on it and say with assurance, "He is standing there
for me."
When King Solomon was given largeness of heart, it was described as being like the sand
on the seashore. 1 God had asked, "What shall I give you? " and Solomon replied, "Give to
Your servant an understanding heart to judge Your people,"2 for he knew that no one with a
small heart could look after them. It is still the same in local church life: we cannot relate to
each other unless we have largeness of heart, so it is a meaningful example where Judah and
Israel were as numerous as the sand by the sea in multitude.3 Immediately, we see the point:
Solomon had a heart for Judah and Israel, capable of taking them all in. As king he was able
to minister to the twelve tribes, and this is what the breastplate enabled Aaron to do as high
priest.
Significantly, it is described as 'the breastplate of judgment'. Had it been called the breastplate
of blessing or encouragement, we would have understood, but it was associated with
judgment because it would be the means of declaring the divine verdict on matters affecting
God's people. It was His determination (Heb. mishpat), which is related to the word found
in Gen.18:25, "Shall not the Judge (Heb. shaphat) of all the earth do right?" The character
of the breastplate brought the heart of the self-same Judge within their reach, and no problem
in the camp was too big for His heart to feel.
It was worn on Aaron's breast as a weight on his heart, not on his head as a weight on his
mind, for the judgment of God should never be executed clinically, but affectionately, in
view of winning those who are judged. The heart of Christ was being foreshown: the
Saviour who longs for the reconciliation of the sinner is the great High Priest who longs for
the restoration of the saint. His compassions must reinforce that there is a road to recovery, a
way back. The heart of our High Priest shows that responsible correction is a means to
renewed communion, and judgment should never be applied in such a way as to suggest
that the scope of His affection has been reduced.
Since God determined its shape, was there a purpose in making the breastplate square? Yes,
He chose its shape because the man who wore it would become keenly aware of the
'foursquareness' of God. The altar of burnt offering was square. The golden altar was
square. The Most Holy Place was square: in fact, it was a cube. Whether he was farthest out
sacrificially at the copper altar, centrally in a supplicatory manner before the golden altar, or
farthest in for sanctuary service within the veil, the people knew that he was appearing there
for them, including them in the 'foursquareness' of God. The breastplate was the daily
reminder. What a lesson for us! If our lives are centred on the heart of our great High Priest
they will be in concert with the place where He serves. We will enjoy Him as our altar,4 as our
Intercessor,5 and as our High Priest in the Most Holy Place; yet how often do we consider
Him in His priestly work and thank Him for the confidence we have that He is there for us
in our
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problems, our prayers, and in our praise?6 But how is God's 'foursquareness' measured? Its
measure was the span. Instead of calling it half a cubit, this new measurement was
introduced to depict that the measure of His hand is the measure of His heart, and that the
outstretching of His heart is revealed in the outstretching of His hand. He shows no
favouritism. What He was on the cross is equally true of what He is on the throne. All are
upheld in His intercession. He shows no partiality, inequality or selectivity. He paid for each
one, and He prays for each one! Finally, in full assurance of faith 7 we meet Him in the Most
Holy Place with his hands extended to receive our worship.8 What a gracious unfolding of
His immeasurable span!
The breastplate did not have a casual association with the garments. God commanded that
they should bind it using three methods: rings of gold, braided chains, and a blue cord, all
divinely commissioned. The man who formed the rings was unaware that, in keeping with
God's broader revelation through His Word, His people were to walk hand-in-hand with
Him, like the bride who described her beloved's hands as rings of gold.9 Encircled by him!
The chains were intertwined like a rope. When He said, "I drew them ... with bands (Heb.
'aboth) of love,"10 He used the same expression as the 'braided' (Heb. 'aboth) chains (Heb.
sharshah), a word closely related and applied to the Lord as the 'Root' (Heb. sheresh) of
Jesse.11 As the chains united the heart and shoulders, they allowed God's people to sense that
they were rooted in the affections and strength of their high priest: ringed and rooted there.
How then could their lives fail to sparkle? We take the lesson to ourselves and wonder how
lives that are bound to Christ, rooted and grounded in love 12 could ever become dull.
Finally, it was fastened by the blue cord, which was like a river flowing from the place of
affection to the place of strength, blending the affection of His strength and the strength of
His affection. Throughout our Bible, God shows that the strength of Christ is never
separated from His affection and that the affections of Christ are a revelation of His
strength.13 He revealed this while He was on earth and, because He is God manifested in the
flesh, He is still the same in heaven with the same span measuring the same heart. Our strong
and loving Saviour has become our equally strong and loving great High Priest, with His
greatness revealed in both.
The breastplate was no short-term provision. Worn continually, it reminded the people that
they had a constant refuge in God. In the Hebrew language, the word tamiyd ('continually')
means to stretch. How significant! It is the thought of being constant, indicating that the
measure of the outspread span was constantly stretched before Him. What a beautiful
picture this is of the One who came to be stretched on the cross now stretching Himself, as
it were, to make the glories of His priestly work available to us, that we might draw all the
necessary resources from His pocket, not spasmodically, but continually.
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Garments for glory

The breastplate
by Andy McIlree, Greenock, Scotland
Ex.28:30; Lev.8:8; Deut.33:8
Twelve stones on the breastplate emphasise the huge difference
between obligation and option. When the numbers one to twelve are
multiplied by each other the resulting permutations are a staggering
479,001,600 yet God stipulated their order and 479,001,599 options
were not even considered! For our own day, there is another valuable
calculation which shows that the God of the Old Testament has given
His New Testament order, and seven aspects of discipleship1 convince
us that the God who had order on the breastplate still does. Once again,
it is worth noting that He has not left us to multiply the numbers one
to seven or conclude that 5,039 options were considered by Him.
Having set His people around the tabernacle, He now shows how we
should be set within His churches where salvation, baptism and
addition must precede a whole lifetime of dedicated service to the
Lord. In spite of this, men have juggled with His sevenfold calling
and set them in whatever order appeals to their own ecclesiastical
preferences. Some get baptized without being saved; others break
bread without being baptized; and so it goes on until we are faced with
a host of changes that have been made to the order He initially set.
Aaron is normally depicted with the generally accepted four parallel
rows of three making up the twelve stones, but does it not make more
sense to present them as the artist has done? When considering an
alternative layout, we must look for scriptural significance, but before
giving suggestions of this it is worth noting that four parallel rows of
three can be mistaken for three rows of four, neither of which is
spiritually significant.
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The table of showbread2 had twelve loaves in two rows of six, and the word ma 'arakah
which implies a pile indicates that the rows were vertical. Another consideration is that there
was not enough room on the table for two horizontal rows of large loaves according to their
given measure. When the house of God was rebuilt in Jerusalem3 with foundations made from
three rows of stones and one of timber, it is evident that these were horizontal, thus the word
used is nidbak meaning a layer. However, when He asked for 'four rows of stones' on the
breastplate the word tuwr replaced the others, significantly meaning a wall. The four rows
therefore formed a wall reflecting the layout of the encampment, which was like a wall
protecting His dwelling place; and the breastplate was a vivid reminder of where they lived,
and that He was protecting them. They were committed to the tabernacle of God, and the
God of the tabernacle was committed to them. The striking similarity between the order of the
stones and that of the encampment added another dimension, of course, to the camp being a
valuable part of the copy and shadow of things in heaven, that is of the angelic host
surrounding the throne.
When Moses fastened the breastplate on Aaron's chest he inserted the only things that were
allowed to be inside his God-given empty pocket: the Urim and Thummim. No description
of these is given and, unlike everything else Aaron wore, we search our Bibles in vain for
any details of what they were made from or how they were obtained. God is silent, and,
accepting this as intentional, we do not try to guess what they were; rather we try to grasp
what they were for. They gave the breastplate a new message: on the outside were the
names of the people of God, on the inside there was the nature of the God of the people, so
the inside added importance to the outside. This must have assured them that God had
equipped a man to relate to them, and that they had a man who could relate to God.
If they were two stones - black and white, as some suggest4 - then the decision process was as
simple as casting lots. If this were true, casting lots would have become redundant in the Old
Testament, especially in connection with the high priest. When two goats were taken on the
Day of Atonement, Aaron chose which one should be killed swiftly, while the other was led
into the wilderness to die slowly. How did he decide? He cast lots.5 He did not depend on the
Urim and Thummim, so the lot was available for a yes/no answer. Undoubtedly, God was
consulted by means of Urim and Thummim for these kinds of decisions, David being an
example,6 but wider consultation seems to be implied in the days of Saul when, having
inquired of the Lord, no answer was given by dreams or by Urim or by the prophets.7
Similarly, Ezra and Nehemiah appear to refer to deeper consultation than a one-word reply.8
Undoubtedly, there were other occasions when the mind of God was relayed by means of
these inexplicable Urim and Thummim, when the heart of a high priest was in touch with the
heart
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of God and His desire was made known through an unusually equipped priestly heart.
Both names are un-translated Hebrew words meaning 'Lights and Perfections' - the
character of God revealed in His Son. All the garments speak of His holiness, glory and
beauty, and it is consistent that we view the Urim and Thummim as allowing Aaron to
possess a unique portrayal of the lights and perfections of Christ as great High Priest. Urim
conveys the thought of a flame, to set on fire, to be luminous, or the illumination. It is
possible that Aaron's name came from a similar Hebrew root, the enlightener or illuminator,
yet he needed to be enlightened through the illumination of the Urim. In such a miraculous
way, a man who was unaware of the mind of God on particular matters became enlightened,
and those who consulted him waited for answers that came from a perfect source.
God's Word is indispensible and ought to be the mainstay of all prayerful consultation in a
disciple's life, and we should be alert to the dangers of resorting to questionable
alternatives. Humanistic counselling claims that the answers lie within us and not with God.
We may even stoop farther by dabbling in horoscopes, which the media thrusts at us every
day. Then there are Ouija boards, tarot card and tea-cup readers, the palmist and the charmer.
Wherever we live, there are peddlers of such things, yet God's Word shouts loudly, "but as
for you, the Lord your God has not appointed such for you.” 9 The word 'charmer' comes
from the Hebrew ( וְח ֵ ֹ֖בר ָ ֑חבֶרchaaber chobeer) which means to be joined or to have
fellowship, and the psalmist used it when he asked God, Shall the throne of iniquity, which
devises evil by law, have fellowship with You?10 Governments compromise His standards
by introducing legislation that accommodates man's immorality; His holiness is assaulted
by the sinfulness of their laws, and believers can follow a similar course. Where others
compromise politically, we can do it morally, ethically and spiritually, all the time drifting
away from Him. He calls us to abstain from these,11 to shun them altogether for they cannot
have fellowship with Him, and to focus our attention on the lights and perfections of Christ.
James, the Lord's brother, reminds us that every good gift and every perfect gift is from
above, coming down from the Father of lights - our Urim - with whom there is no variation
or shadow of turning.12 His perfection is unchangeable: He is our Thummim, too, made
available in the person of our Lord and Saviour.
As Moses blessed the tribes, he said, "Let your Thummim and your Urim be with your holy
One" or as the RV footnote renders it, Thy Thummim and thy Urim are with him whom thou
lovest. How delightful this is for those whose Holy One is not merely a godly man, but God
in all His Perfections and Light. The One whom we love! Even though we will never know
what the Urim and Thummim were in the Old Testament, our confidence is that ours are
found as the Spirit of God uses the inspired Word to reveal the incarnate Word. He
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always works in harmony with the Word, and together they will enrich us through the
revelation of Christ as we learn from these garments of ministry,13 garments of worship,14
garments of holiness.15
Truly, garments ... for glory!
References:
(1) Acts 2:41-42 (2) Lev.24:5-7 (3) Ezra 6:3-4 (4) C.W. Slemming, These are the
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Obey the law
always?
A conflict of interest
by Peter Hickling, Cromer, England
Christians have instructions in the Bible to obey the law: Let every
person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority
except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God 1
and Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution ...2. The
second of these was written in the time of Nero, who actively
persecuted Christians, and the first just before, but they were not to
rebel, even against him. In our day, we might disapprove of some of
the things that the government does, and what it spends money on, but
Christians should be subject to it. Jesus gave the example on this; when
asked whether it was right to pay taxes to the Roman occupying power
He asked whose head was on a coin. When His questioners replied,
"Caesar's," He responded, "Give to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to
God what is God's." 3
A democratically elected government should in theory reflect the will
of most of the people (although in practice, people usually vote for a
party package, when they don't necessarily agree with all of it).
However, the fact that most people agree with something doesn't mean
that it is right - in two senses. 'Right' may mean 'correct' - a current
point of dispute being global warming. No arguments about that
here! Or 'right' may mean 'morally right', or, as a Christian would put
it, 'right in the eyes of God'. This is where 'right' may conflict with
popular opinion, or even with the law. For instance, the latest British
Social Attitudes survey4 shows that 39% of respondents thought that
'sexual relations between two adults of the same sex are not wrong at
all', and only half think that people who want
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to have children should get married. In both cases, the views of many therefore conflict with
Christian ones, so we try to present the claims of Christ so that others will believe in Him.
However, when it goes beyond individual views there may be a conflict with the law.
Taking one of the points above as an example, we believe that homosexual behaviour is
contrary to the law of God,5 and practising homosexuals cannot be accepted into a church.
There is a possibility that a law might be passed to make this 'unlawful discrimination' - what
then about obeying the law? There is Biblical guidance about this. Peter and the apostles
were strictly charged not to preach in the name of Jesus, but they said, "We must obey God
rather than men," 6 and this would be our response to any law which breached God's law.
This is not the only or the most important issue, of course, but it is one that might come to a
head in the near future.
The Pope's statements about this on 1st February made it a 'hot' topic. He said that,"... the
effect of some of the legislation (in the Equality Bill before the UK parliament)... has been to
impose unjust limitations on the freedom of religious communities to act in accordance with
their beliefs." The secularists and the homosexual lobby reacted strongly to this as 'the
church meddling in polities', but it was really the other way round - the politicians want to
dictate to the churches. This is nothing new, of course: governments from the Caesars to
Hitler and Stalin have tried to do it too. Christians must sometimes reject pressure from the
world around, even if it is based on majority opinion, and be prepared to take the
consequences - even to the extent of disobeying the law.
References:
(1) Rom.13:1 (2) 1 Pet.2:13 (3) Matt.22:15-21 NIV (4) National Centre for Social Research,
Jan 2010 (5) 1 Cor.6:9 (6) Acts 5:29
Bible quotations from ESV unless stated otherwise
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Teaching teens
An interview with Ron Thomas, Hamilton, Canada
Ron was raised in a Christian home, saved as a young boy and at the
age of eighteen he was baptized and added to the Church of God in
Hamilton, Ontario. He taught geography at four high schools over a
period of 30 years, teaching primarily teenagers. He also had home
experience of teens as he and his wife Jenny raised two sons. Their
number one aim was always to put God first in their family life. We
discussed with Ron his experiences from teaching teens.

NT; Many people would be almost afraid of the prospect of
teaching a classroom full of youngsters; did you find it a
threatening experience?
Ron: On the contrary, teaching teenagers in a city high school
environment was rewarding. Being alone in a room full of teenagers
is something that is incomprehensible to many. And it was stressful at
times, but it was interesting and fulfilling. One incentive was to strive
to have a positive influence on the thousands of teens that I came to
know. I was always conscious that sharing my opinion as a teacher,
the example I set, the way I spoke, the way I acted - especially in
those stressful moments that can arise in a classroom - could help
produce a positive outcome in their lives long after that school day is
forgotten. For me, the essence of high school was the teens, not the
buildings or the staff. I enjoyed being with them and we laughed
together. Education is more than teaching, it also involves
entertaining and helping students.

NT: What sort of relationship did you develop with most
of your students in the classroom?
It's a fine line to establish yourself as the authority in the class,
while achieving an unruffled and friendly rapport with your students
that is so important. I loved
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to talk with and listen to them, to learn their aspirations and problems, their interests and
disappointments. I found the role of a teacher similar to what is expected in Scripture of a
father at home, not to provoke your children, or they will become discouraged.1 A father
should encourage, comfort and urge them to achieve2 while having them obey him with
proper respect.3

NT: Presumably, you faced not only thrills but sadness in your years as a
teacher; can you tell us about some of the down times?
Yes, that's so true. It was not unknown to feel intense sadness with a student in distress, or
to shed a tear with parents who were at their wit's end with their teenager. I could empathize
with them, for often from my vantage point I could see a student making life choices that
would lead to destruction. My regret is that perhaps I could have done more. Knowing so
many young people, there were times when students in my class had to deal with personal
grief, for instance sorrow associated with a death in the family. It brings tears to my eyes as I
reflect on the first time a student in my home class was diagnosed with leukaemia but,
thankfully, she is at home with the Lord. Often teens seemed to give the impression that
they were invincible, but trauma and death due to accidents were not uncommon. I cannot
forget one boy, who drowned on a canoe trip in Canada's northern wilderness.

NT; As a Christian, what noteworthy changes have you seen in the
curriculum you have had to teach?
When I began my teaching career, prayer, Bible reading and the official recognition of God
were permitted as part of the curriculum, but soon they were expelled from school! Today
there is not only apathy towards God's Word, but opposition, a reflection of our post-Christian
society. There are different styles of teaching and my approach allowed considerable
flexibility. As a teacher and department head, I created my own teaching activities, so that
I was able to present what I felt was relevant and worthwhile for my students. You have to
observe the rules, but within them you can fulfil the Lord's instruction to be wise as
serpents but harmless as doves.4 In fact, being with my home class was in some respects
like being at Summer Camp; with them it was not just a class to teach but a time to chat - a
time to wear the hat of a counsellor and pastor.
At each school I found other born-again believers among both staff and students. It was
always a pleasure to have believers in my class, a few of whom were in the churches of God.
With some of these students I was able to establish a Christian prayer and outreach group. I
was impressed with these committed young people who were prepared to stand as a witness
to their Saviour in a godless society and willing to reach out to their peers. Other teachers
were supportive - some were believers and church-goers who encouraged us, and some
were simply curious.
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NT: Given your knowledge of teaching in schools today, what do you think
the churches should be most concerned about in their prayers for youth”
As fascinating as it is to teach geography, - why it snows, how a glacier flows, where a city
grows - when a student knows to choose life and prosperity, not death and destruction 5 then
it is most meaningful. Teen years are the years of dreams and life-changing choices made in
regard to jobs, friends, relationships, beliefs, etc. Listening is an important skill and I wanted
to encourage them in their good decisions, to help them see the negative consequences of
unwise choices involving alcohol, relationships or life style. Most of us remember our own
dreams, some of which came crashing down in disappointment or heartbreak. Sadly, I
hear of some young people in the churches of God who are facing similar problems today,
usually the result of peer pressure. Pray that they may have wisdom. One of my favourite
Bible verses to pass on to my students was: Don't let anyone look down on you because you
are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity .6
References:
(1) Col.3:21 (2) Eph.6:4 (3) 1 Tim.3 (4) Matt.10:16 (5) Deut.30:15,19 (6)1 Tim.4:12 NIV
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Facing our fears
When it's right to do nothing
by Edwin Stanley, Aberkenfig, Wales
When confronted with great difficulties, do you ever struggle to see
which direction God wants you to follow?
God's will and purpose may seem to be shrouded in a veil; we begin
to fret at the apparent lack of guidance in our particular
circumstances or problems. That's so very far from the truth! The root
of our difficulty is an impatience to see the resolution to the problem.
Instead of being still and resting in God, we either try to resolve the
issue ourselves - often with disastrous results - or we may descend
into a state of depression and doubt.
Israel experienced this very soon after their escape from slavery in
Egypt: When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel lifted up their
eyes, and behold, the Egyptians were marching after them, and they
feared greatly. And the people of Israel cried out to the LORD. "... it
would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the
wilderness. " And Moses said to the people, "Fear not, stand firm,
and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will work for you
today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see
again. The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to be silent."1
This is one of the hardest things in the world: to stand firm - or still when every fibre of our being strains to do something! Yet God knew
where all of this was leading. He had the situation under control and
He was not about to allow the recapture of His people. No, the way of
escape lay before them, although they couldn't possibly see it, but it
was learned through standing firm and waiting for God. Whilst Israel
had to be still, they were not to be entirely inactive, for God tells them
next to "go forward".2 This can literally mean to 'pull up the

2010-87

tent pegs'. They were to be ready to break camp, to do God's bidding, to be prepared to
follow where God would lead them and not to attempt a fight for deliverance from their
enemies.
Our evaluation of circumstances can be influenced very strongly by the world and its
thinking. 'Pulling up the tent pegs' has a wonderful relevance to how our thoughts and
actions should be uprooted from worldly considerations and instead be influenced and
directed by God.
The people of Israel experienced deliverance in a way they could never have anticipated, as
God miraculously parted the waters of the Red Sea and they were able to walk through on
dry land. As they were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea3 they were separated
from their old life and led into service and worship.
As Christians we, too, have to know a similar separation.4 It becomes instrumental in
shaping our thoughts heavenwards,5 indeed it transforms us to think differently6 under the
influence of the Holy Spirit. For Israel, the sea, which had been such a problem, became a
doorway into God's service. So it is with us in our trials and difficulties. Such things can be
seen as hindrances or obstacles to our way of life: yet under God's sovereign will, they are
revealed to be entrances to service, perhaps in ways that never entered our minds, even in our
wildest dreams.
Many have had to learn the lesson of letting go of what was considered to be valuable or
essential, in order that God's will and purpose for them might be revealed. The apostle Paul
wrote, But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count
everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his
sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain
Christ and be found in him. 6
When we are willing to 'let go and let God' in this sense, the path of faith is displayed
clearly for us through His Word, and we are enabled to serve in the way God wants us to.
Israel learned how different their lives could be; we may be surprised by the difference in
our lives when we are calmly prepared for action, waiting on our God!
References:
(1) Ex.14:10-14 (2) Ex.14:15 (3) 1 Cor.10:2 (4) Rom.6 (5) Col.3:l-10 (6) Rom.12
(7) Phil.3:7-9
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The greatness of God
A vision of glory
by Ronnie Magee, Cookstown, N.Ireland
Isaiah records the vision he had of the Lord when he visited the
temple one day.1 This experience affected him in such a way that it
changed his life. Why? Because he saw the sovereign and absolute
Master of mankind in all His majesty and glory; the God he
encountered was awesome.

God is great in His sovereignty and majesty
Isaiah's vision was one of sovereignty (the Lord sitting on a throne)
and majesty (high and lifted up). God was reigning on the throne,
supreme over the destinies of the nations, people and things absolutely sovereign.
Jeremiah also extolled the greatness of God, who made the earth by
His power, the world by His wisdom and the heavens by His
understanding, seeing and controlling everything He had made,
absolutely sovereign over the cosmos.2 His knowledge, creative
design, power and control revealed His all-powerful supremacy.
However, when Job reviewed God's creation, he stated that these are
the mere edges of His ways.3 Imagine - to describe God's
accomplishments as the basic outlines of His activities must surely
instil in us some awareness of the incomprehensible infinity of God.
The greatness of God is also observed in the angelic beings standing
above the throne. Isaiah describes how they utilise their six wings.
Two of them cover their faces, suggesting that the sight of God on
His majestic throne was too sacred and awesome to look upon.
Another two covered their feet, indicating that they were unable to
walk on the infinite glorious brightness
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surrounding the throne. The remaining two wings were used to fly (the normal purpose of
wings) as God's messengers to perform His commands.

God is great in His holiness and glory
The angelic beings also proclaimed the holiness of God, which expresses the very excellence
of His divine nature; the great God is glorious in holiness.4 As a perfect being, He is holy in
His essence, He is infinitely removed from all evil - no person or thing in this universe, or
beyond, can affect His holiness.
Hannah, Samuel's mother, included in her prayer to the Lord, 'No one is holy like the LORD,
for there is none besides You." 5 His holiness makes Him other than man - supreme and
incomparable.
God's holiness is manifested in His works of nature and the creation of man, for He made
everything according to the counsels of his own purity and wisdom, pronouncing that
everything was very good.
The Scriptures amply display the holiness of God because they are the revelation of His
holy mind on such subjects as His statutes, counsels, precepts, warnings and promises. But
best of all, the atoning sacrifice at Calvary demonstrates His infinite holiness and
abhorrence of sin. Habakkuk penned the words concerning the Lord, You are of purer eyes
than to behold evil, and cannot look on wickedness,6 revealing the fact that God cannot regard
sin with complacency or toleration. Today, God calls us with a holy calling, regenerating us and
making us holy by giving us the Holy Spirit to guide us in the way of holiness.

God is great in His grace and mercy
The prophet Micah asked the question Who is a God like You?7 Who indeed! He is a great
God who pardons sin, forgives transgressions and delights in showing mercy.
God's grace is great: we are saved by His grace. Divine grace is eternal, because it was planned
before time began; it is free, no one could ever purchase it; and it is sovereign because God
bestows it upon whom He pleases. Hence, God's throne is designated the throne of grace.
God's mercy is great to those who love Him, it is abundant to those who call upon Him and
it is from everlasting on those who fear Him.
Today, when many references to God and so-called worship of Him are irreverent, God's
people need to see Him as Isaiah did - majestic, sovereign, holy and great - exalting His
greatness in worship.
References:
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The Most High rules
God-given governments
by Peter Hickling, Cromer, England
Scripture records how the great king Nebuchadnezzar boasted about
his exploits and his power; "Is not this great Babylon, which I have
built by my mighty power as a royal residence and for the glory of my
majesty?”1 He had been warned about the consequences of his
arrogance by the prophet Daniel, in interpreting his dream: "... break
off your sins by practising righteousness, and your iniquities by
showing mercy to the oppressed, that there may perhaps be a
lengthening of your prosperity." 2 However, he ignored the warning,
and immediately after his boast there fell a voice from heaven, "O
King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: The kingdom has departed
from you, and you shall be driven from among men, and your dwelling
shall be with the beasts of the field. And you shall be made to eat
grass like an ox, and seven periods of time shall pass over you, until
you know that the Most High rides the kingdom of men and gives it to
whom he will." 3 Straight away the thing happened, and the great ruler
was treated like a farm animal; when he recovered he had to say, I,
Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honour the King of heaven, for
all his works are right and his ways are just; and those who walk in
pride he is able to humble. 4
The point in relating this is that a new coalition government has just
taken power in Britain, and we may wonder what it will be like. Seeing
that of late the state machinery and the media in the UK have seemed
to be anti-Christian in a number of ways, will the new government be
any different? From what we have heard so far, the news is mixed. On
the one hand, a keynote word is 'responsibility', and the
Conservative part of the coalition, at least, seeks to encourage the
married family. On the other, party leaders look favourably on
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same-sex partnerships, and some people seem to be more afraid of offending Muslims than
offending Christians. However, we have to accept what Nebuchadnezzar learned, that the
Most High rules the kingdom of men, and gives it to whom he will. This is reiterated in the
New Testament: Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no
authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God.5 Therefore
Christians should obey the law, unless they are required to do something against the law of God
- Peter and the apostles, ordered not to preach in the name of Jesus, said "We must obey God
rather than men." 6 We should be thankful that Christians in Britain do not have to face overt
persecution, oppression or threats because of their faith and we should pray for those who
do. Some of our brothers and sisters in Churches of God live in countries where the
government or the dominant religion threatens them in various ways - there have been
recent examples of this - and we should pray for God's overruling for their protection. We
cannot be specific in this magazine, because it circulates in these countries, and we have no
desire to inflame opposition against the people concerned, but we can pray to the God who
knows.
It is very likely that we face economically hard times, compared with the recent past, since the
consequences of excessive debt, both public and private, will have to be faced, but those in
most western countries should remind themselves that to many fellow Christians they seem
very rich, and should be thankful to God for His blessing. The Lord Jesus said, " ... one's
life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions." 7 The Most High God has brought
us to where we are; it is our duty and privilege to serve Him where He has placed us.
References:
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A beginner pressing on
An interview with Geralde Magusara of Tagum City, Philippines
NT: Hi Geralde, tell our readers a little about yourself
I am the eldest son among five children. I am 23 years old. I am
studying in 3rd year college - a year to go to obtain the Bachelor of
Secondary Education degree. I live in Purok Buli, Visayan Village,
Tagum City, Philippines.

NT: During your teenage years did you have a settled life
at home?
No, there was conflict. At 13,1 was influenced by my friends to drink
alcohol to excess and to take marijuana. My dad preached against these
evils, but I rebelled. This caused me to leave home and go to a place
where I had no friends or relatives. I experienced 3 nights sleeping on
the streets without food. One afternoon, I sat down, crying and
starving. A lady approached me and realizing my hunger she took me
to her house and 'adopted' me. Three months later, someone reported to
my parents that I was in Maco, Comval Province. So my mum came to
collect me. A week later, I left home again. A friend introduced me to
the New People's Army (NPA). They taught me the doctrine of
communism and invited me to join them. Their teaching seemed
good - no poor, no rich, all equal, but, I refused because of the killings
they were involved in. I was there when they shot a man who stole a
chicken. I knew deep within that was wrong, a sin. I wondered why
they didn't consider it a sin when they stole a big caribou the
following evening. Nine months later, I returned home. My parents
were glad, but I set a condition: if they rebuked me for my vices, I
would leave again.
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NT: How did you come to faith in Christ?
The person God used belonged to the 'God's Message' congregation. I was baptized with
them at camp when I was 15. I began preaching the gospel to my friends. One Sunday
afternoon, near home, a friend of mine gave me a glass of fortified wine. The one who'd led
me to Christ now told me I'd lost my salvation. So, I stopped praying and attending and
became a backslider. I said to myself, "Well, if my salvation is lost, why not drink? I've no
more hope of heaven! Do what you want, Geralde." Things got worse. Can you believe it when I got drunk I used to preach to my fellow drunks? Can you imagine someone stoning
his own family's house because his parents had scolded him? I did that!

NT: And how did you come to hear about the churches of God?
Back in 2004, one evening at Eagle's View Hotel in Tagum City, I attended a seminar
conducted by Brian Johnston and Brian Tugwell. Brian J quoted the truth of Jn 10:27-29 that
"once we are saved, we'll never lose it again!" and followed up with 1 Cor.3:15. I became
assured of the truth of salvation by faith alone.1 Brian T illustrated Jn 1:12 by saying that
when a human father has a naughty son, even though he may wish to disown him, he cannot
change the reality of the situation that he is still his son -I discovered it's like that with our
heavenly Father! Once we become His children, through faith, we are ALWAYS His,
although sometimes we make great mistakes! He's ready to forgive us when we confess our
sins.2 These talks that evening warmed up my spirit to turn back to God.

NT: What convinced you to serve God there (there's plenty of choice in the
Philippines!)?
My dad had received literature from UK. I happened to pick up one of them entitled 'Ye that
are Christ's' by Guy Jarvie. I began to study the Bible seriously for the first time The truth of
the House of God, which is all the churches of God together, gripped me and I wanted to
serve God in it. How sad, many of God's children today do not belong to it! I also found the
truth, through this book, that 'one-man ministry' is not the teaching of Scripture. All men
have freedom to speak His word.3 Head covering for women and keeping silent in church are
truths I saw taught very clearly in the Bible.4 A year later, I was added to the Church of
God in Tagum. Seven months later, I finished translating 'Ye that Are Christ's' into our
own Cebuano dialect. I thank God it has made a big contribution for many in Liguyon who
through it were established in their faith and desire to have a place in God's house.

NT: Students usually have a bit of spare time - how do you spend yours?
What really excites you?
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Yes, I have a bit of spare time - from Friday afternoon to Sunday. I spend it in spreading the
Gospel in different places like Calinan, Davao, and Agusan. I often visit different newly
planted churches of God like Liguyon, Montevista and Banaybanay. The 'cross' is what
really excites me and is why I am doing this. I didn't value myself before, but my soul was
very precious to my Creator. This is my goal - reaching unsaved souls for Christ, because
they, too, are precious to Him; then to disclose the truth to them that each believer has eternal
security; and then to teach them about the house of God. Many churchgoers here do not
know they are saved for ever at conversion and don't discover God's house on earth.

NT: I understand you've faced some setbacks - disappointments and
dangers. Tell us a little about them and how by God's help you overcame...
Last year, I received a death-threat by someone who at that time was a brother in the church.
I fled to Tagibo, my grandmother's place. There, he texted me early in the morning, "I'm
here now in Tagum, watch your step. I will bury a bullet in your head." I wondered how it
could be that when I was 'in Adam' nobody threatened me like this; but once I was 'in
Christ' it happened! I couldn't imagine someone who professed to be my brother 'in
Christ', but could speak like this to me! My human nature mourned to God, but His Word
comforted me through James, My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,
knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience.5 Through the prayers offered by the
Churches of God (see Acts 12), two weeks later, that man embraced me tightly with tears
and I accepted his apology.

NT: You went on a training course run by the Churches of God in India.
Please describe your feelings and experience for our readers, including
what it meant to fellowship with Indian brothers and sisters...
Whatever God says, He means it. 'Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and
mighty things, which you do not know'.6 I was not expecting to experience travel to other
nations. I never dreamt of it. However, God is rich and faithful to His words. It was my first
time to ride an airplane when I left on May 2008 to go to India. There I met friendly Indians as
well as experiencing their culture. Their spicy food was good for me. During Lord's Day,
women sat separately from the men. On the next day the training began, and I'm thankful
to God for His servants Andy and Phil who taught us from the letter to Hebrews. One of the
precious lessons I learned was the truth of Heb.12:22-24. How wonderful the privilege we
have each week of rising in spirit into heaven in our worship at the Breaking of the Bread! It's
worth holding fast our hope within God's house because of this.7
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NT: What are your ambitions in life?
During my teenage years my ambition was to become a civil engineer. Then it changed to
wanting to become a nurse. However, that was not God's plan. His plan for me is to take the
Education degree. There's one thing I desire when I finish this - to be diligent to present
yourself APPROVED TO GOD, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing
the word of truth 8 For me, that means that if it's God's will, I want to be a full-time worker
for Him, a servant for His house - for better or worse for me.

NT: Finally, have you any message for youth in our churches around the
world?
To my fellow youth in the Churches of God around the world, regardless of your position
and achievement in life, one thing I can share with you is: always consider yourself a
beginner. When my uncle taught me how to drive the car, as a beginner, every day I had an
appetite to read the manual, was excited to ride according to his instruction, and had a zeal to
wash it. He reprimanded me when I got wrong, but I pressed on toward my goal to learn
how to drive and I achieved it. Our journey to press on to serve Him asks of us an appetite
to read the Bible,9 excitement to be instructed by His will,10 and zeal to wash our sins every day
through His Word.11 He is there to lift us up if we stumble in disappointment.12 Continue to
press toward the goal for the priz ... .13
References:
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(11) Ps.119:9 (12) 1 Pet.5:7 (13) Phil.3:14
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Know your enemy
Victory begins in the secret place
by George Thompson, Barry , Wales
When Field Marshal Lord Montgomery 'was assigned to lead the
North Africa campaign of the Allies against the Germans in World
War II, his main subject of study was not the terrain on which they
would fight, but the character, background and outlook of his
opposite number, General Rommel'.1 'Monty' realized how
important it is in any battle to know your enemy. By considering
Gideon's resistance to the Midianite oppression in Israel long ago,
we can study our enemy the Devil and his tactics against the Lord's
people, even to the present day.
Jdgs.6 begins with the book's familiar refrain: the children of Israel
did evil in the sight of the LORD. So the LORD delivered them into
the hand of Midian for seven years. It was because they 'did evil'. We
are also vulnerable to attack when we live spiritually careless lives.
Seven years of enemy oppression had brought the people of Israel
very low. Fear had replaced faith. There had been a successful takeover
bid by the adversary until at last, swamped by a triple foe (v.3), the
people were forced to take refuge in mountain dens and caves. The
people faced a triple enemy then, in that the Midianites, the
Amalekites and 'the children from the east' came into the land to
destroy it. We, similarly, face a triple foe in terms of sin, the flesh,
and the Devil.2
Living in the enjoyment of the fullness of their inheritance had been
replaced by dwelling in dens and caves. Instead of thriving, the
people merely existed -which was a poor advertisement for God, for
His people and for the place into which they had been brought. Our
Adversary, too, tries to rob us of the fullness of all that is ours
through our Lord Jesus Christ.3
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They left no sustenance for Israel; the people were left powerless. We have enemies - not
physical enemies, but spiritual in our case - described in Eph.6:12 as the spiritual hosts of
wickedness. Our enemy wants to leave us powerless as far as our service for God is
concerned. We all have problems to face in our lives. With some it might be pride, temper, a
lack of ability to meditate on God's Word - or maybe prayer is a problem. We need to be
aware of these things and apply for the strength and help available from our Saviour.
Against the above background, the angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon as he beat out wheat
in the winepress to hide it from the Midianites. Gideon was determined that there should be
food for himself and the people. The winepress was below ground, whereas the threshing
floor would normally be situated above ground where the breeze could blow freely to
separate the wheat from the chaff. The ears of wheat were usually beaten out with a stick or
flail, something which takes time to do.
Gideon was in a secret place beating out wheat so that he would have something with which to
feed his people. We, too, need the experience of being alone with God in the 'secret place',
taking the time and effort to meditate on His Word, firstly for our own spiritual growth, and
also for the help of others. It will take time, not just a cursory reading of the Word, but
thinking about it, appreciating its meaning, and being touched by the fragrance of the Man of
whom it speaks. Part of the armour which God provides for us is the sword of the Spirit
which is the word of God. 4
The Angel of the LORD appeared to him, and said to him, "The LORD is with you, you
mighty man of valour!"5 This was a beautifully personal encouragement, and that same
personal word from the Lord comes to us today whatever our needs.6
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Israel - past, present
and future
A nation reborn
by Peter Hickling, Cromer, England
This article does not seek to consider the Biblical history of the nation
of Israel, but to review the way in which it has been re-established
in modern times, that is, in the 20th and 21st centuries, and to
examine the way in which Biblical prophecy has been and will be
fulfilled.

Return to the Land
After the destruction of Jerusalem under Titus in 70 AD, the land of
Israel fell under the rule of a number of conquerors, concluding in the
Ottoman Empire, which ruled the region from 1516 until the 20th
century. This resulted in the dispersion (Diaspora) of Jews over many
countries, where they often suffered persecution, and many aspired to
return to the Land and Zion. The first large wave of modern
immigration began in 1881, and Austro-Hungarian journalist Theodor
Herzl is credited with founding political Zionism. There was still no
nation of Israel, but in 1917 the British Foreign Secretary Arthur
Balfour issued what became known as the Balfour Declaration:
'His Majesty's government view with favour the establishment in
Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people',
and in 1922 The League of Nations granted Britain a mandate over
Palestine. However, at that time the area was predominantly Arab and
Muslim, with only 11% Jews, but the rise of Nazism led to large
numbers of immigrants, so that by the end of World War II the
Jewish population had risen to 33% of the total. This caused so much
racial tension that in 1947 the British government withdrew from the
Palestine mandate, and
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on the day before this expired, 14th May 1948, the Jewish Agency declared independence,
naming the country Israel. Thus the nation was reborn, in preparation for the renewal of
God's purposes through her. The scriptural promise says the LORD your God will restore
your fortunes and have compassion on you, and he will gather you again from all the
peoples where the LORD your God has scattered you.1 The complete fulfilment of this is
conditional on a return to the Lord, but the re-gathering is a remarkable first step, which
would have been thought impossible fifty years prior to that.

Israel today
Israel today is a developed country with an economy the 41st largest in the world, in spite
of its small size. It is advanced in science and technology, and a trusted financial centre.
Again, apart from Biblical prophecy this development would never have been thought of 60
years ago. Since the very beginning the nation has had to fight for its existence, and it has
extended its borders beyond those originally allocated. The West Bank area, annexed by
Jordan in 1948, was occupied by Israel in 1967, following the Six Day War, as were the
Golan Heights and the Gaza Strip, now governed by Hamas. Dispute, sometimes to the
extent of guerrilla warfare, continues over them. The latest incident involved Israeli
interception of a ship bound for Gaza, claimed to be bringing humanitarian relief. In August
2010 Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu defended the action before an enquiry, saying that
the ship carried Iranian rockets intended for Hamas, to be fired into Israel from Gaza. The
Iranian president once said that Israel should be wiped off the map, and even the United
States, which has poured billions of dollars of mostly military aid into Israel, is cooling its
relationship under President Obama. Thus the time may be approaching when the whole
world is against Israel.

The future
This is precisely what the Bible predicts. There are many intervening events, which cannot
be catalogued here, but in the final great battle God says, I will gather all the nations against
Jerusalem to battle, and the city shall be taken and the houses plundered and the women
raped... Then the LORD will go out and fight against those nations as when he fights on a
day of battle.2 When Israel can do nothing for herself, the Lord will fight for her, saying,
"And on that day I will seek to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem. And I will
pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and pleas
for mercy, so that, when they look on me, on him whom they have pierced, they shall mourn
for him, as one mourns for an only child, and weep bitterly over him, as one weeps over a
firstborn."3 Israel will recognise the Christ whom they had rejected, and God will resume
His purposes with them.
Bible references:
(1) Deut.30:3 (2) Zech.14:2-3 (3) Zech.12:9-10 ESV
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The benefit of
experience
An interview with Norman Kernaghan of Toronto, Canada
NT: Norman, you have just celebrated your 90th
birthday; how long have you been in a church of God?
Someone else asked me how long I had been in a church of God.
Without thinking I replied, "As long as I can remember!" Sixty years,
after all, is a long time. But in all of those years I can truly say that the
Lord has been with me and I have known in a very real sense His
blessing all the way.

NT: You are an overseer in the church of God in Toronto,
but you have undertaken many roles over the decades of
your service for the Lord. What role has been the most
challenging, and why?
Over the years there have been many experiences, but one is
outstanding. This did not occur in Toronto, but at the other end of the
world. A call for help was made for an overseer to go out to
Christchurch, New Zealand for at least six months to care for the little
assembly there. The next nearest church of God was at Melbourne,
Australia, several hours by plane over the Tasmanian Sea. It was a
daunting challenge, but I felt a real thrust and knew the Lord was
moving me.

NT: You lived through the years of World War II. What
were the most memorable experiences of those difficult
years?
To recount the years during 1939-45 would possibly occupy an entire
volume rather than a brief paragraph. However having spent those
awful years at sea on merchant vessels crossing the Atlantic Ocean
many
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times, being attacked by German U-boats, seeing many ships torpedoed and sunk with loss of
entire crews was witnessing things I will never eradicate from my memory. I continually
thank my heavenly Father for His preserving care in bringing me through alive from this
dreadful ordeal.

NT: What are the most significant changes you have noticed in the
churches of God since you were baptized?
I have difficulty in relating the present electronic age to that of, say, 30 years ago. One effect
of this, I feel, is the general lack of the daily reading of scripture. It comes all digested and
packaged on the screen, which takes away to some extent the personal study of the Word
itself. Prayerful study of the Scriptures is necessary as enlightened by the Spirit.

NT: From the benefit of your experiences, what are the most important things
that you would want younger disciples to consider?
My life has been governed by the guideposts, which I will pass on to younger Christians as a
light to their path towards the goal:
1) Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on you own understanding; in all your
ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths. 1
2) Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added
to you2
3) Those who honour Me I will honour, and those who despise Me shall be lightly
esteemed 3
4) Give attention to reading 4 for growth is then guaranteed!
5)
Then you can say at the end of the race say with the beloved Paul: I have fought the
good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.5
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Does God use evil?
When bad things happen to good people
by Bob Butler, Halifax, England
Was it uncaring of God to hand such a man as Job over to Satan and so
allow him to suffer a mental and physical trial of such immense
proportions? The answer must be 'no', since the outcome would be to
Job's benefit in that he would gain a fuller understanding of God.

A test of Job's faith
Job had friends who believed his suffering was God’s punishment for
wrongdoing.1 That was an incorrect assessment; but they were right to
believe that God had some purpose in it. But why should God permit
evil to befall him? The test was of Job's faith. Would he keep faith
after the loss of family, worldly goods and health or choose to
renounce God? The latter is what Satan believed he would do, and
Job certainly did have that choice. Previously, Job had only
experienced God’s blessing in health and prosperity; but now, even
though he was going through severe trial, the reason for which he did
not know, he did not relinquish his faith.

God does not lose control
God is absolutely sovereign over the events of our lives. This applies to
good or wicked people. Some things take place by divine decree (His
prescriptive will), others because God allows them to occur (His
permissive will). Is this to say God uses evil to accomplish His plan?
The answer to this needs great care. We first need to be clear that we are
using the term 'evil' as the Bible itself uses it to encompass both
manmade and natural calamity,2 as well as moral failure. God is not
the author of the latter (sin and wickedness), and cannot be so
charged. Nevertheless, He has controlled evil in events such as
famines, wars, and in instances of personal suffering in order to
achieve His good and wise purposes, as well as to over-rule in events
by making them serve as His
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judgements. God permitted Satan to tempt and influence the choice of our first parents,
saying to Eve: "you will be like God, knowing good and evil".3 In 1 Kgs.22:20-23 we find a
'deceiving spirit' given permission to go into the mouth of the prophets, who would then
entice King Ahab to go up to Ramoth-Gilead where he would meet his death. We must
therefore keep in view that even morally evil beings are subject to the God who Himself
abhors sin; that abhorrence does not prevent Him from controlling the outcome of moral
evil for His righteous purposes. It is not just an example of the end justifying the means, for
God remains morally righteous in all His actions; He doesn't tell a lie to achieve a good end
but rather controls the teller of the lie so that their morally evil purposes are surrendered to
His righteous ones. Gen.50:20 shows how God uses evil to accomplish His purpose. Joseph
said to his brothers: "As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in
order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive". We must never
accuse God of perpetrating evil; even while observing that He sometimes directs it for our
ultimate benefit, and for His own glory.

God Himself has endured evil
A consideration of how God worked through evil to bring salvation must have an effect on a
believer's heart that should cause him or her to bow down and worship. The greatest evil that
has ever taken place on this earth was when men took the Son of God and nailed Him to a
tree; yet, that event took place according to "the predetermined plan and foreknowledge
ofGod".4 It was in the plan of God that His Son should suffer the malicious torture activated by
sin, so that those very sinners might be forgiven. God permitted wicked and lawless men to
crucify Him, overruling their acts for His own glory and to bring redemption. We can only
thank our ever-loving, sovereign God for the outcome of His Son's suffering.
In Job we witness a man who, after a horrific experience of evil times and a subsequent
revelation of his God, could say, "I have heard of You by the hearing of the ear; but now
my eye sees You" 5 Previously, he had known about God; now his perception is deeper; he
knows and loves Him. May it be that we, like Job, may learn to trust God through bad
circumstances, and to look for that deeper, loving relationship with Him which He aims to
bring about.
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