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David

Lover of God
by Greg Neely, Toronto, Canada
When the Lord sent Samuel to Bethlehem to anoint a king to succeed
Saul, He sent him to the family of Jesse among whose sons he would
find the man whom God had chosen.
Why did God not simply tell Samuel that His chosen was David?
Why parade all Jesse's sons before Samuel's critical gaze only to
deny each one? Perhaps the answer lies in God's words to Samuel
upon seeing Eliab, the eldest son: "Do not look at his appearance or
at the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for God sees
not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the
LORD looks at the heart."1
Appearances can be impressive and Eliab was outwardly what
Samuel thought a king should resemble. But God looks deeper - then
and now. It was not simply that God had not chosen Eliab; God had
rejected him. The deeper gaze of God had not found what he was
looking for in any of Jesse's sons apart from one, the youngest and
he was tending sheep.2 But still Samuel missed the point.
When David entered, Samuel saw one who was ruddy, with beautiful
eyes and a handsome appearance.3 He was still looking with the
eyes of a man on the outward appearance. God looks past that and
focuses on David's heart: "Arise, anoint him; for this is he." 4 In David,
God saw one who loved Him.
The youngest, the least important in the family, the sheep-tender, the
boy who is never home, but is out in the fields all night with the flock
- this is the one whom God has chosen to be king? Why?
David's later encounter with Goliath speaks volumes: "For who is
this ... that he should taunt the armies of
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the living God? ... The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of
the bear, He will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine."5 This is a youngster whose heart
is in tune with God's heart. He knows Him. He trusts Him. He takes action according to His
will in spite of the challenges, the improbabilities and the impossibilities. He knows, in a
knowledge bred from experience, that God is not hindered by outward appearances. Not
his; not Goliath's. "I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of
Israel,"6 he stated to the giant Goliath. God's assessment of David's heart has found in it a
tendency for David to consider God's heart, in order to align his thoughts and words and
actions with what he saw there. That's love.
David had been taught - as every Israelite child was - about God. But he had got to know
God himself in his skirmishes as a shepherd with lions and bears, in his countless hours
experiencing his shepherd's care for his sheep and in his meditations in the hours spent alone
with his God on the hillsides of Israel.
It's one thing to know about God; quite another to know God. And David's heart yearned
for God's heart. How do we know? God said that David was a man after His own heart.7
That's where God looks and in David's heart He found what He was looking for: trust in
God, obedience in action, care for others, a yearning for God's will and a delight in
accomplishing it. That's love. Perfect? He certainly wasn't! Thankfully, for David and for us,
God looks, not for perfection in us, but for a heart that yearns for God's own heart. And not
only because of what God has done for us in Christ, but simply because of who Christ is. It is
quite clear that David's heart was God's possession and, as a result of that relationship,
David could place his trust, imperfect as it was, in Him.
On his death-bed, David showed his love for God in his charge to his son Solomon who
was to take over the throne: "And keep the charge of the LORD your God, to walk in His
ways, to keep His statutes, His commandments, His ordinances, and His testimonies..."8
Keep the focus on God, not on yourself or on anyone or anything else! It is love for God that
is vitally important - then and now.
When other things, even good things, replace our relationship with God, we are on
dangerous ground and our hearts are askew. The Lord Jesus said: "... for where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also."9 Is our treasure in something other than God and
His heart? Our treasure is where we'll find our heart if we're looking for it. David's treasure
and heart were in God.
Ahijah proclaimed the calamitous word of the Lord to King Jeroboam's disguised wife,
contrasting Jeroboam with David, of whom God said: "who kept My commandments and
who followed Me with all his heart, to do only that which was right in My sight."10 David's
loyalty to the Lord is commended in 1 Kgs.15:3: [Abijam's] heart was not wholly devoted to
the LORD his God,
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like the heart of his father David. In spite of sinful things David did, his heart was God's. He
loved the Lord. David did what was right in the sight of the LORD, and had not turned
aside from anything that He commanded him all the days of his life11 with one notable
exception. Isn't it encouraging to know that imperfection and even blatant sin cannot destroy
the testimony of the man whose heart is after God's own heart. Men may disdain, but God does
not. Such is His heart; such ought to be ours. Not so much what we see of an outward show,
but what God sees when He looks at the heart. God understands what we sometimes fail to
understand - that our sinful actions are the result of weakness, even with a heart that longs
for God's. So He has given us the promise of 1 Jn 1:9 to deal with every outward evidence that
belies our heart's affection for Him. Because, of course, that is His heart. Is it reflected in our
own?
David's own words declare his love:
/ love You, O LORD, my strength ...
For I have kept the ways of the LORD,
and have not wickedly departed from my God.12
It's no wonder he could confidently attest:
For You light my lamp; the LORD my God illumines my
darkness. For by You I can run upon a troop; and by my
God I can leap over a wall.13
Trouble has a way of finding us all, and David was no exception. And yet he could live
victoriously in his loving relationship with God and vibrantly say: He makes my feet like
hinds' feet, and sets me upon my high places.,14 Surely it is a heart that loves God which can
live in victorious joy when all around -the outward appearance - paints a picture of defeat.
Since God chooses to look deeper than the outward appearances of men and circumstances,
surely we who seek to love Him must choose to do the same.
David's secret of loving God is perhaps seen in his prayer:
Make me know Your ways, O LORD; teach me Your
paths. Lead me in Your truth and teach me, for You
are the God of my salvation; for You I wait all the
day.15
It was in his relationship with the Lord, his complete reliance upon Him, his utter devotion
to all that was found in God's heart that David found his heart centring, and his life
depending and thriving. What God loved, David loved. What God hated, David hated.
What God desired, David desired. What God
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commanded, David relentlessly pursued. David was indeed a lover of God. But what is more
amazing? God was a lover of David. And us!
God has revealed His heart. Will we say with David: My eyes are continually toward the
LORD16? And not only our eyes, but our hearts! And we, too, shall be lovers of God.
References:
(1) 1 Sam.16:7 (2) 1 Sam 16:11 (3)&(4) 1 Sam.16:12 (5) 1 Sam.17:26,37 (6) 1 Sam.17:45
(7) 1 Sam.13:14 (8) 1 Kgs.2:3 (9) Matt.6:21 (10) 1 Kgs.14:8 (11) 1 Kgs.15:5
(12) Ps.18:1,21 (13) Ps.18:28-29 (14) Ps.18:33 (15) Ps.25:4 (16) Ps.25:15
Bible quotations from NASB
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David

Lover of God's
people
by Geoff Hydon, Mount Forest, Canada
"Love is not a feeling; it's an act of your will" is a phrase popularised in
lyrics by Don Francisco.1
Perhaps that's going a bit far, for surely love includes emotional
aspects. A husband who tells his wife that he has no feelings for her
would be unlikely to convince her he really does love her! Love will
include the will; it must. But feelings are important too.
God has displayed amazing determination and affection in continuing
to love His people, even when they engaged in idolatry. The
metaphors in Hosea's account leave this beyond doubt (see especially
chapter 11). God went well beyond a typical emotional response when
He appealed to His rebellious people to return to Him. Here we might
say that, although the term 'God's people' has been subject to varying
definition by Bible scholars, for the purpose of this article it is used to
describe Israel under the old covenant and now the children of God in
new covenant relationship to God.2
If we are going to examine together the matter of David's love for
God's people, we will do well to keep in mind God's own love for
them. We should find similar characteristics. This will be helpful, for
there are no Bible references that simply say outright that David loved
Israel. However, actions speak louder than words, and there is no lack
of evidence of David's love.

Shepherd love
David had a shepherd's experience and a shepherd's heart, and he
brought these to his leadership of Israel. God Himself emphasized
that.3 How would we evaluate David as a shepherd? Well, from 1
Sam.17:34-36 we
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learn what David was prepared to risk in order to save one of his lambs. We might almost
have sympathy for the lion or bear that faced the shepherd David when looking for its lunch!
Israel's shepherds were expected to do all they could to rescue one of the flock from
marauders; as far back as Jacob's day we learn that shepherds were accountable to pay for
losses from the flock.4 And that was still true in the experience of Amos,5 when production
of part of the animal retrieved from the lion might go some way to satisfying the shepherd's
accountability. The words of the Lord Jesus Christ provide the clearest Bible statement we
will find on this subject. He said, "... the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep."6
We might take those words for granted. However, His statement reverses the normal course of
things, where the sheep ends up laying down its life for the hireling shepherd who had
absconded! Therefore, it would be an exceptional shepherd who would be ready to risk his
life for the sheep. Such love for the sheep is clearly seen in the heart of Jesus Christ, the
Good Shepherd. And we can see it pictured in David, too, for on momentous and numerous
occasions he was prepared to put his life on the line for Israel in his many military
campaigns,7 and in his afflictions.8 It is noteworthy that (guilty) David sought to deflect
punishment from Israel onto himself alone, seeing them as sheep.9 Thus we conclude that
David loved God's people, as a good shepherd loves and makes sacrifices for his sheep.
Shepherds of the flock of God today are held to this same standard, as may be deduced from
the Lord's words to Peter the shepherd-to-be.10
God, who is David's shepherd,11 desires that His people will grow spiritually, hence those He
sets as shepherds over them should feed them and guide them. His people need knowledge
and understanding so that they will discern and choose properly between good and evil.
David's shepherd love for Israel can be seen in the counsel he provided to them, in keeping
with God's desire for them.12 If love was to be measured by popularity, then David's love would
have scored high;13 but popularity can be ephemeral, while truth and integrity are lasting
qualities found in David.14 This care for the people of God is beautifully summarized in 2
Sam.8:15 So David reigned over all Israel; and David administered justice and
righteousness for all his people.
Even in the formative years of his earlier rejection, the people he led would have loved him
for his willingness to hear and resolve their concerns and befriend them.15 It is noticeable
that when Absalom sought to win the hearts of the people, he no doubt imitated what his
father had done for them, but evidently without his father's selfless devotion.16 And
imitation remains our Enemy's frequent tactic.17

Loving obedience
The apostle John clarifies another point applicable to love for the people of God. He says:
whoever loves the Father loves the child born of Him. By this
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we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and observe His
commandments.18 These are challenging words; our love for the Father is indeed reflected in
how we treat His children and true love for the children of God will always be evidenced in
actions that comply with the Father's will. If our actions towards fellow Christians would cause
us to depart from doing the commands of the Father, then we have failed in our love for
those people. Here then is another test we can apply to David. His love for God is surely
undisputed and, if so, we should see it expressed in relationships with those belonging to
God - relationships governed by adherence to God's commands. We may take into account
some of David's failings, where his actions were not in accord with God's commands. But
God's summary of his life was that he was a man after God's own heart, who would do all
His will.19 If God loves His people, then a man after God's own heart must too. And so must
we.

Love for enemies
It is well known that the Lord Jesus commanded us to love our enemies.20 Sometimes our
enemies are not the faceless opponents from far away; they are among one's Christian
brothers and sisters. It is a real test of our adherence to Christ's commands to love those who
show enmity to us. David's restraint in relation to King Saul is exemplary (recounted in 1
Sam.18-31).
It may also be true that a key test of a society is how it treats its minorities and the vulnerable.
Did not David set an excellent example in his treatment of Mephibosheth, the crippled
grandson of the man who had for so long sought to kill David?21 Mephibosheth was not
summarily punished for his family's involvement in hatred of David. Instead David's love
was expressed in the words: "is there yet anyone left of the house of Saul, that I may show
him kindness..." Saul was of the tribe of Benjamin and David was of Judah. But David did
not pursue rivalry; he strove to bring the opposing tribes together. His strategies and tactics in
this respect could fill another article! Here we need only note that David's love for the people
of God resulted in this objective of securing unity, and especially in their worship of God.22
The world is rife with strife, especially internecine rivalries; who can unite them in love?
Our love for the people of God should be reflected in actions that promote unity.23
Readers wanting to pursue this analysis of David's love for God's people may refer to the
love descriptions in 1 Cor.13 and apply them to the record of David's dealings with Israel.
The objective in all this is not an academic exercise, but discovery of things that were
written in earlier times ...for our instruction, so that through perseverance and the
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.24
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David

Lover of God's
house
by James Needham, Birmingham, England
By what measure would you assess the value of a man's life? Perhaps by the
recognition he achieves from others; by his achievements in the world,
or the accumulation of wealth? What about by where he stands in
relation to the dwelling place of God - does that feature in your
assessment, for it is surely one of the ways in which God values those
who belong to Him? Certainly that was so with His Son, for at the
beginning of His ministry when the Lord Jesus drove out the profiteers
from the temple, the ancient words of David were brought forcefully
to the minds of His disciples, zeal for your house has consumed me.1

The house of God neglected
By the time David came to the throne of Israel, the house of God had
suffered some 400 years of neglect. During Israel's wilderness journey,
the tabernacle had been the heartbeat of their camp, the presence of
God their protector and guide.2 Even at the end of their exile, the ark
of the covenant - the symbol of God's presence amongst them - had
been at the vanguard as the people crossed the Jordan into the land of
promise.3 As they campaigned to subdue the land before them, the
tabernacle was erected at Shiloh4 where it remained throughout the
years of the Judges.5
Once in the land, declension was swift. The warning signs were there
even while Joshua lived, as those who had chosen for themselves an
inheritance in Gilead established their own altar beside the Jordan.
The unity of the collective testimony of the people of God was under
threat, until Phinehas' powerful defence averted
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catastrophe.6 For now, the altar of God remained the one place where He was to be served,
but Phinehas' faithfulness served only to delay decline.
Before long, the tabernacle at Shiloh was forgotten by those who bowed to false gods;7
moral depravity was associated with spiritual decline.8 At Shiloh, in the house of the living
God, the high priest of Israel sat at ease, assisted by sons who did not know the LORD and
who used their office for personal gain.9 It speaks volumes for the state into which the
testimony of Israel had fallen that Eli should look upon the outpouring to God of a poor
woman's heart and mistake it for drunkenness.10 These were days in which the word of the
LORD was rare,11 for the people reaped the harvest of their neglect of God's things. When at
last the ark of the covenant fell into enemy hands, ‘Ichabod’ was written large over the
condition of God's people, for the glory had departed from Israel: God forsook His dwelling
among men12 and the problems were not corrected just by the recovery of the ark from
enemy hands.
The reign of Saul saw nothing to reverse this decline. We read of no occasion when Saul
visited Shiloh; no attempt to reunite the ark with the tabernacle. Though Saul made offerings
to the Lord, he did so on his own terms and it cost him a royal legacy;13 and though he sought
guidance from the Urim, he found no answer there,14 for the Lord sought a man after His own
heart, whose desire was towards the place where He dwelt.

The house treasured once more
In David, He found such a man. Having been anointed king at Hebron, David's first action
was to conquer Jerusalem and secure it from the enemies of God. Having done so, his
thoughts turned at once to the ark which languished in the house of Abinadab. In the way he
prized the dwelling-place of God, David gave echo to the deep desire of God to dwell
amongst His called-out people. LORD, David declared, I love the habitation of your house
and the place where your glory dwells,15 and in answer to such love he would bring the ark
out of its obscurity and place it in the newly-won city of the king. His was a love for God's
house which changed the focus of a nation as he shared with them all that was in his heart: "
...let us bring again the ark of our God to us, for we did not seek it in the days of Saul. " All
the assembly agreed to do so, for the thing was right in the eyes of all the people.16
The excitement which surrounded David's attempt to bring the ark to Jerusalem came to a
swift and tragic end. Amidst the music and song which celebrated the return of God's
presence to the centre of national life, the cart which carried the ark rumbled along the road.
As the oxen stumbled, Uzzah put forward his hand to steady the ark and, for touching that
which was too sacred for him, Uzzah was struck down.17 The attempt was abandoned, and
the ark came to rest in the house of Obed-edom. David's motivation had been right, but
those who love the dwelling-place of God must be prepared to give obedience to His
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ways. David learned his lesson. Three months later, when the ark was finally brought within
the walls of Zion, the children of the Levites bore the ark of God on their shoulders, by its
poles, as Moses had commanded according to the word of the LORD.18 David's love for
God's house was maturing, and finding proper expression in obedience to His commands.
Though the ark now rested in Jerusalem, the old tabernacle which had been God's dwelling
in the wilderness still stood on the high place of Gibeon.19 David's appreciation of the value
of God's dwelling caused his heart to swell with a glorious ambition, that a house should be
built for the Lord of heaven and earth, exceedingly magnificent, of fame and glory
throughout all lands.20 As a man who had shed blood in warfare, David was not permitted to
see his ambition realized.21 It may seem strange to us that God did not allow such a servant
to fulfil his godly desire, but the house of God is a place of rest, and David's hands had been
stained with the blood of those whom Saul had failed to overcome. David himself knew the
peace associated with God's house. In Ps.29, he pictured a tempest rolling in from the sea,
bending the cedars and stripping the forests bare. As thunder growled and lightning flashed
from above, still the peace of God's presence remained: in His temple everything says
"Glory!"22 The building of the house was a work to be done after the victory, carried out by a
man of rest.23 David must have been disappointed to learn that he could not build that which
was the desire of his heart, but no bitter word crossed his lips - instead, he made preparation
in gathering precious materials for the work, in drawing up plans by the hand of the Lord,
and in charging his son to be faithful: "Arise and work! The LORD be with you!"24
Almost 3,000 years later, the house of God today does not take the form of a physical
building. It is built of those who have believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, been baptised and
added together in local testimony to form a united people for God, serving Him in accordance
with His revealed will.25 For many, the house of God remains a neglected building,
forgotten amongst the innovations men have devised to serve God in their own way. But to
David it was everything. He would not seek his rest until God had found His26 - the one thing
that captivated him was to dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life,27 and by
that godly ambition we assess the value of his life.
"I have a treasure of my own," David said, "and because of my devotion to the house of my
God I give it."28 We live in days when the victory has been won, when we enjoy the rest
achieved through the accomplished work of Calvary. It is a day in which God's house must
be built, of living stones brought together according to the pattern of His will. May our lives,
like David's, be valued according to our estimation of God's house, having no treasure to
call our own, save this: to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his temple.29
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David

Lover of God's Word
by David Woods, Manchester, England
The Word of God was probably David's chief treasure. Three times in
Ps.56 he wrote about God whose word I praise. Of course, the 'man
after God's heart' was delighting in the God who gave him His Word!
David recognized that through God's written Law, the Torah, and
God's communication directly via the prophets and priests of his day
(we'll say more about that later), he was able progressively to
understand and appreciate God's greatness and thereby worship Him
all the more. That's why he praised the Word of God and the God of
the Word. Today, with a fully complete and entirely sufficient
collection of God-breathed writings in our hands, we are challenged
to respond as David did: worship is the expected outcome of our
encounters with God through His Word.
For David, the written, preserved and handed-down Word of God
equated principally to our first five books of the Old Testament.
Through these Scriptures, David learned that God was the creator of
all things; that sin entered the world through Adam's failure in the
Garden of Eden; that God lovingly pursued mankind; that God
intervened positively in the lives of the patriarchs; that God was
gathering together a nation for Himself through their descendants and
would bless all nations through them; that God had redeemed His
covenant people out of Egyptian slavery; that God guided His people
by giving them careful instructions relating to everyday life and worship
ritual; that God brought His nation to the borders of the 'Land of
Promise'.
In David's time, the nation of Israel had taken possession of the land
and were fighting ongoing battles with their surrounding enemies to
secure the inheritance. The promises David found in the Torah relating
to the establishment of the nation of Israel in their own land
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were a reality for him, being worked out visibly during his lifetime. Imagine the excitement
with which he approached the Word of God! There is so much in Scripture to excite us about
the God who delivers on His promises. Time and again we see promises fulfilled and, when
we know there are purposes of God yet to be worked out, we can come to the Word of God
today with a real sense of expectation, and search out the reality of these things as they
impact our lives and circumstances.
David, prior to his rise to the throne, was a man who knew the Word of God well. His
Psalms reveal his knowledge of the promises of God. He likely had a childhood where the
commands of Deut.6:6-9 and Deut.11:18-21 were honoured, providing a firm foundation
for the rest of his life. The lesson is clear: sharing and learning the Word of God in family
settings is vital to strengthen the faith foundations of our lives, and for directing our young
ones in the way they should go, as life progresses. For many, a love for God's Word begins in
the early years of life. Nurture this love in your home situation.
The Law that God had articulated to Moses revealed His high standards by which people
were to live. It also provided structure for the life of the nation as a whole, as they lived
under God's rule and authority. David, as king of Israel, and God's ruling representative,
would have read the Law daily, if he was faithful to the command of Deut.17:18-19. Having
written out his own copy of the Law (a significant task) and carrying it with him, he would be
sure to know the standards by which God's people should be ruled. Daily reading of the
Word of God is vital to know how to live for God, for His glory. If we're in a position of some
authority, as David was, there's an even greater onus on us to be people of the Word, whose
decisions and judgments are guided by God rather than prevailing culture.
The written Word of God was the centre and circumference of David's life. He repeatedly
stated in his Psalms that he had lived righteously1 as guided by the Torah. But we know that
David committed very serious sins (murder and adultery). Maybe he had fallen into the trap
of perceived over-familiarity with the Word of God, and failed to maintain his daily reading
discipline? Or possibly, he'd started to think that God's Word applied to others more than it
did to him? We can have similar attitudes today, resulting in an unnecessary distance from
God, and vulnerability to failure and hypocrisy. We must guard against this, and remain
strong in our desires to meet personally with God through His Word, allowing Him to shape
us and conform us to the image of His Son.2 Let's encourage each other in this vital
discipline!
During David's lifetime, the Word of God was also received orally as prophets transmitted it.
Both Nathan and Gad are mentioned as delivering messages directly to David.3 In addition,
the high priest had a role in confirming the will of God in specific matters, enquiring of God on
behalf of an individual.4 David availed himself of this on several occasions.5 Those were very
active days in
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the receiving of the Word of God. Today, we have the great blessing of the complete
Scriptures, and the work of the indwelling Holy Spirit to help us know the mind and truth of
God.6 Through the experiences of people like David we learn how to live for God.
We must not overlook the great contribution David made to the canon of Scripture. He was
a skilled musician7 and a prolific songwriter8 and, under the hand of God,9 was used to pen a
significant number of songs that became part of the worship ritual of the people of God in Old
Testament days. They feature prominently in the worship of God's people today too.
There's plenty of debate about the reliability of the 'superscriptions' of the Psalms and how
much attention we should give to them. All of the manuscripts that are the basis of the
Masoretic Text (the Hebrew text used for our Old Testament English translations) contain
the superscriptions, so, with some caution, it's helpful to use them for guidance regarding
authorship, date of writing and the circumstances associated with their writing.
The psalm superscriptions attribute 74 of the Bible's 150 psalms to David, with another one
(Ps.2) being attributed to him by Peter and John.10 Bible scholars tell us that a
superscription statement such as 'of David' can mean several things: that such a psalm was
written directly by him, or it was written by one of his descendants, or someone else wrote it
during the time that David lived. Taking these possibilities into account, and doing careful
Bible study work, we can safely say that many of the psalms attributed to David have a
consistent language style and form, and deal with very real experiences and situations
corroborated by the narratives of 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 Kings and 1 Chronicles. This would
support the view that David is most likely the direct author. His psalms reveal his reliance on
God through his various life situations and circumstances, and also his delight in God's
purposes revealed through His Word.
Both Ps.19 and Ps.119 (assuming the latter contains sufficient internal evidence in terms of
literary style and content to be attributed to David despite there being no superscription)
are wonderful meditations on God's Word and the Law of the Lord. In Ps.19, David employs
various different Hebrew words to describe the various delights of the Torah, and the effects
it has on those who respond to it accordingly. Ps.119 and 56 (the Psalm we referred to at the
beginning of this article), use the Hebrew word 'davar' when describing the 'word' of God.
It has a broader meaning, 'what is said relating to a matter', and probably refers to David's
joy and delight in both the written and orally transmitted Word of God. His love for God's
Word is clear to see in his Psalms!
David gave the Word of God priority and primacy in his life. He loved God because he
loved His Word. He learned how to live for God by reading His Word. He was rebuked and
corrected by His Word. He was restored and
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sustained by His Word. He ruled God's people by God's Word. He worshiped God because
of the Word. What about us?
All scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction,
and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every
good work.11
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David & Saul

How do you respond to
jealousy?
by Keith Dorricott, Toronto, Canada
If someone criticizes you, speaks against you unfairly, or treats you
with disrespect, how do you typically react? The example of David
with King Saul may help us in these types of situation.
The young man David and King Saul had a very difficult relationship. It
seems that Saul was a very insecure man, despite his dominating
appearance, and he often showed real jealousy towards others. The
prophet Samuel knew this, and when he was told by the Lord to go
to Bethlehem to choose Saul's successor, he feared that if Saul heard
of it he would kill him.1
Initially Saul loved David, but a harmful spirit would overcome him,
and David would come to be in greater and greater danger. Initially
when this happened, David would be called in to play calming music
for him.
Then, after David as a young 'nobody' defeated Goliath, everyone kept
singing his praises: 'Saul has struck down his thousands, and David
his ten thousands.' This saying continued to be used by the people
for a long time.2 This really provoked Saul and he kept his eye on his
perceived rival from then on. Twice during these periods Saul threw
a spear at David while he was playing to calm him; both times
David managed to evade it.
David had difficulty understanding Saul's resentment of him. But
never once did he respond in kind. Without a doubt, this was because
the Spirit of the Lord was on him.3 Naturally, it goes against our grain
to receive this sort of constant unfounded criticism and condemnation
without responding in kind. The general wisdom of the
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world is that this would lead automatically to our being taken advantage of and defeated. But
God's ways are different.
Saul promised to give his oldest daughter to David to be his wife, but then gave her to someone
else. He then gave Michal, his other daughter instead; hoping that the Philistines would
defeat David. David's reaction was: "Who am I, and who are my relatives, my father's clan in
Israel, that I should be son-in-law to the king?"4 Saul lied to David that he was doing it out of
his care for him. He sent word that the bride-price was to be 100 foreskins of the Philistines
(Israel's biggest enemy at that time), thinking that the Philistines would defeat him; instead
David got 200 foreskins!
On several occasions when David was playing music to pacify Saul, Saul's fear of David
caused him to fling a javelin at him to kill him, but each time David continued to avoid it;
eventually he had to escape from Saul's presence. Saul then sent people to find him in order
to kill him, but David escaped - because the LORD was with him.5 At times Saul chased
after David, and on one occasion he had 85 priests killed for helping David. When David
heard this, he blamed himself.6
David knew that King Saul was trying to kill him. Saul took 3000 soldiers to pursue David
at Engedi, near Masada at the Dead Sea, east of Jerusalem. Saul went into a cave to take a
break. David's companions told him about this and said it was his big opportunity to attack
Saul. But David wouldn't do it. Instead he just went stealthily and cut off a bit of his robe, and
said to his companions, "The Lord forbid that I should do this thing to my lord, the LORD's
anointed, to put out my hand against him, seeing he is the LORD's anointed."7 Then he went
some distance away and called back to Saul, "My lord the king!" And when Saul looked
across at him, David bowed with his face to the earth and paid homage, showing the piece
of his robe that he had cut off. He shouted, "Why do you listen to the words of men who say,
'Behold, David seeks your harm'? Behold, this day your eyes have seen how the LORD
gave you today into my hand in the cave. And some told me to kill you, but I spared you. I
said, 'I will not put out my hand against my lord, for he is the LORD's anointed.' See, my
father, see the corner of your robe in my hand. For by the fact that I cut off the corner of
your robe and did not kill you, you may know and see that there is no wrong or treason in my
hands. I have not sinned against you, though you hunt my life to take it." When Saul heard this
and realized who it was, he lifted up his voice and wept. He said to David, "You are more
righteous than I, for you have repaid me good, whereas I have repaid you evil. And you have
declared this day how you have dealt well with me, in that you did not kill me when the Lord
put me into your hands." But nothing changed.8
We are told clearly that, as those who have been brought into an everlasting relationship
with Jesus Christ, we are to Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.9
Jesus Himself is the perfect example of this. The only
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time He ever spoke in anger was not for His own sake, but for the honour of His Father.
Entering the temple courts one day, He found them filled with money changers, cattle
traders and dove sellers: "Take these things away; do not make my Father's house a house of
trade."10 When they accused Him so terribly falsely at His so-called trial, He said nothing.
And then when the ignorant cruel Romans lashed Him severely and nailed Him to a wooden
cross to hang Him up to die in unimaginable agony, He responded, "Father, forgive them.
They don't know what they are doing."11
We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak, and not to
please ourselves. Let each of us please his neighbour for his good, to build him up. For
Christ did not please himself, but as it is written, "The reproaches of those who reproached
you fell on me."12
When David was in Ziklag, about 20 miles west of Jerusalem, he heard that Saul had been
killed in battle with the Philistines, together with his sons, down south on Mount Gilboa. The
Bible says: Then David took hold of his clothes and tore them, and so did all the men who
were with him. And they mourned and wept and fasted until evening for Saul and for
Jonathan his son and for the people of the LORD and for the house of Israel, because they
had fallen by the sword.13 David's lamentation became well known throughout the country:
"How the mighty have fallen in the midst of the battle!"14 And so, to the very end, David
treated King Saul as the anointed of the Lord and never acted towards him in the same
way as Saul did to him.
What an example for us of how we should treat other Christians who may treat us badly where
naturally we may want to defend ourselves! The apostle Paul writes, From now on, therefore,
we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according to
the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.15
In other words, we are never to treat others as we may have done in the past, but instead as
Christ would act - now that we are new creatures in Christ Jesus.
Early on in David and Saul's relationship we read about a pivotal change that took place:
The Spirit of the LORD rushed upon David from that day forward. ... the Spirit of the LORD
departed from Saul, and a harmful spirit from the LORD tormented him.16 This made all the
difference. What is it that can give us the motivation and the discipline to respond that way
every time, when we are being very mistreated? The answer is the same for us as it was for
David. There is only this one way - be filled with the Spirit.17 As we choose to allow Him to,
the Holy Spirit will enable us to respond as we should to the full, as David did, and the
Lord will be glorified each time.
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David & Jonathan

A friendship for the
kingdom
By Stephen McCabe, Belfast, N.Ireland
From 1 Sam.18-2 Sam.1, we see the friendship of David and Jonathan
form and deepen. There is a lot that we can learn from it - it was a
friendship that was so much bigger than just the two who were directly
involved in it.
In fact, it was a friendship that had impact on a nation. It was pivotal to
God's purposes for His kingdom, in bringing David to the throne and
the blessings that flowed from that act to God's people. The blessing of
David's throne will be felt forever in the person of the Lord Jesus
Christ.1 We are considering an extraordinary friendship.

He must increase; I must decrease
When they meet,2 Jonathan is immediately drawn to David's charisma,
having probably been witness to his remarkable feat in overcoming
Goliath by God's power. It is recorded twice in the opening verses of
their story that Jonathan loved David as his own soul.3 And so he made
a covenant with David, in which he gives David his own robe, armour
and weapons. What a wonder that the then crown prince of Israel so
willingly conveys his rights and claims to the throne to another. Don't
miss the significance of this moment - Jonathan is acknowledging that
the future of the kingdom lies with David, the man destined for the
throne. Jonathan's actions here suggest that he knows that God will work
mightily through David, and he is glad to be part of God's purposes.
David must increase; Jonathan must decrease.
The relationship of Jonathan to the Lord's anointed king is very
instructive for us. We are drawn to the Saviour, as Jonathan was to
David, because by faith we have seen
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Him overcome the enemy - we have understood and accepted what He has done for us in
the giving of Himself at Calvary for our redemption. Though we have not seen Him, we love
Him,4 because we understand that He has first loved us!5
As subjects in His kingdom, we should constantly seek to acknowledge the Lord Jesus as
king in our relationship with Him. There should be nothing in our life of holding on to our
own robe, our own armour, our own weapons -rather, we gladly hand these things over to
the Anointed One, who holds all rights and claims to the throne. We surrender our status, our
self-righteousness (perhaps a robe to us, but filthy rags to God6), our self-importance and
pride to Him. We surrender our own mechanisms of defence, whatever they may be (anger,
denial, intellect) - the spiritual armour He provides is better.7 We surrender the ways in
which we would wound others - the spiritual weapons He provides are better.8 We give
ourselves over to the Lord's Anointed.
Why? Because, as Jonathan recognised when he met David, and as John the Baptist
recognised when he met the Christ, "He must increase, but I must decrease" 9 This is the
man to whom the throne belongs, and we love Him.

Delighting in Him
When Saul would have put David to death because of his jealousy (see NT 01/14), Jonathan
warns David and intercedes for him to the king, because the Bible says that Jonathan, Saul's
son, delighted much in David.10
Delight in the Saviour should fill the life of a disciple! As the Psalmist delighted in the law of
the LORD, meditating on it day and night,11 as the bride sits down with great delight in shadow
of the bridegroom,12 so we should delight in God's Word and in spending time with the One
who is the Word become flesh. If our primary source of delight is Him, why would we look
for satisfaction elsewhere? Cultivate your delight in the Lord's Anointed, and let us each
strive to know more of Him and of God's purposes, leaving the elementary doctrine of
Christ, and going on to maturity.13

Speaking well of Him
In his intercessory conversation with King Saul, Samuel records that Jonathan spoke well
ofDavid.14 It is a lovely commendation. Jonathan makes the point to his father that David's
deeds have brought good to him.
Do we seek to speak well of the Lord Jesus to those who would wish Him, or His kingdom,
harm? To everyone we come across, whether in action or word, we should represent Christ
well to them - mindful that we can be ambassadors for Christ, God making His appeal through
us.15 We have a good news message for people about the Lord Jesus - His mighty deed at
Calvary has brought good to those who will receive Him.
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Full obedience to Him
David was eventually forced to flee from Saul, but still his friendship with Jonathan shines
strongly through as he and Jonathan plan for David's survival. In helping David (by letting
him know Saul's thoughts on David and whether he should return or escape), Jonathan was
again acknowledging that the future kingship of Israel lay with this man - not with his own
family. In fact, in the eyes of his father, Jonathan had shamed himself by choosing the son of
Jesse.16 While making their plans, Jonathan says to David, "Whatever you say, I will do for
you".17 His willingness to be obedient to the Lord's anointed is again something that we can
learn from. Shouldn't those words be whispered in our quiet times, as we search the
Scriptures for His instruction? Then, by the help of His Spirit, we seek to carry out His will
for our lives of service, even if it means bearing shame for His name.

Extraordinary love
Of course, Jonathan dies a tragic death on Mount Gilboa, alongside his father, at the hands of
the Philistines.18 David's lament for Jonathan is touching:
"Jonathan lies slain on your high places, I am distressed for
you, my brother Jonathan; very pleasant have you been to me;
your love to me was extraordinary, surpassing the love of
women. "19
Many have sought to read more into David's words than is really there in terms of his
relationship with Jonathan. Hebrew cultural and linguistic scholar Robert Alter has stated that
these attempts are unconvincing, and that the bond between men in the ancient Israelite culture
may often have been stronger than love between men and women.
In Jonathan, David had a friend that stuck by him in extreme hardship; one closer than a
brother.20 Let us seek to emulate Jonathan's extraordinary love to the Lord's anointed - his
willingness to decrease and give up 'self, his delighting, his efforts to speak well, his
obedience - in our relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.

Concluding thoughts
Looking at the broad sweep of Israel's story arc, we can conceive of the deep friendship
between David and Jonathan as to the benefit of the kingdom of God and the fruition of God's
plans for Israel - within a generation Israel would be at the peak of her powers, in favour
with God and men, and with David's son on the throne. Jonathan's loyalty and friendship
with David had a significant role to play in that, by God's grace.
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Similarly today, it is great when we can have deep friendships that are 'for the Kingdom'. In
churches of God, we should never seek to 'go it alone', but we should actively seek out and
develop friendships that will further God's work.
How wonderful that, in the churches of God, we can have friendships for God's kingdom
(ultimately for the King), that transcend national boundaries and endure lifelong. We pray
that God would use such friendships to accomplish His own purposes for the Kingdom, as
He did in the case of David and Jonathan! The most important of those friendships will be
with the One on the throne to whom we have surrendered ourselves - great David's greater
Son, the Lord's Anointed, the Lord Jesus Christ.
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David & Joab

Merciless militant
by Jonny Archibald, Glasgow, Scotland
One of the striking things about King David is the large number of deep
challenges that he was able to overcome in all the experiences of his life.
The simple trust in God he displayed in defeating Goliath1 was a
hallmark of his life of service for God and the people of Israel. Towards
the end of his life, David acknowledged his complete dependence on
God throughout his experiences as he spoke to Bathsheba, "As the
LORD lives, who has redeemed my life from every distress..."2 We can
trace the thread of this trust in God and the simple, sincere wish to
honour God in all the twists and turns that lay in the path of life that
David walked. David walked and ruled in faith, despite murderous
pursuits from the preceding King Saul, great family sorrows,
mistakes and significant opposition from surrounding nations.
One of David's key relationships was with Joab, the commander of
the army under David for almost all of David's time as king, which
totalled 40 years.3 However, in the very last part of David's reign,
Joab sided with Adonijah, one of David's sons who sought to take
his father's position (unsuccessfully) as king, owing to David's
declining health.
When we are looking at a Bible character it can be challenging to
present a true picture of the person, as we must base our learning on a
set number of events in the Bible record. Even people we know in our
own lives can be difficult to summarise because there may be such a
variety of elements to a person's character that can all be displayed in
varying degrees according to circumstances. Based on the Bible
record, we could easily take the negative aspects of Joab's actions
and character in certain situations and paint him as a villain
throughout. In actual fact, at times he shows positive aspects.
Perhaps the best thing we can do is to seek to
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learn from Joab's mistakes and take on board the positive steps Joab took in his service.
Joab was David's nephew through his sister Zeruiah. Zeruiah had three sons: Abishai, Joab
and Asahel. It is an interesting point to note that the commander of Saul's army, preceding
David's rule, was Abner, who was Saul's cousin. When David, later in life looked into
replacing Joab as commander of the army, he was planning to replace him with another
nephew, Amasa. It's quite possible that Saul and David deliberately picked their army
commanders on the basis that they were blood relations, in addition to their fighting and
leadership capabilities. This would count in the respective king's favour when it came to an
extra degree of loyalty, but could also count against them if that loyalty affected impartiality
when the commander stepped out of line.
In addition to being a blood relation, Joab reacted first when David said: "Whoever attacks
the Jebusites first shall be chief and captain."4 Joab also appears to have had practical skills
in directing the repair of Jerusalem after it was taken by David's army.5
The first record we have of Joab in the Bible is through a family connection, rather than an
incident in which he was personally involved; Joab's brother Abishai offered to kill King
Saul on David's behalf when David and Abishai found him sleeping.6 It is clear that Abishai,
Joab's brother would have killed Saul with no regret and, in fact, he attributed the
opportunity to kill Saul to God's provision. David, by contrast, even though he had been
pursued extensively by Saul, who had every intention of killing David, would not succumb
to Abishai's suggestion, although that would understandably be very tempting in the
circumstances. David had great reverence for Saul's position as the Lord's anointed king.
Whilst Abishai and Joab were quite separate people, answerable for their own actions, David
lamented the merciless approach of the sons of Zeruiah in the years that followed. Asahel,
who was Abishai and Joab's brother was killed by Abner, Saul's army commander after
fighting between Saul's servants (Saul had died by this point) and David's servants.7 Later on,
Joab, in turn, personally killed Abner. David lamented over Joab's killing of Abner as
follows:
"... the sons of Zeruiah are too harsh for me. The LORD shall repay the evildoer according to
his wickedness".8
Later, when Shimei, a relation of Saul, cursed David in front of David's men and Abishai,
Joab's brother, heard it, he offered to intervene by killing Shimei, David said: "What have I to
do with you, you sons of Zeruiah?"9 David said exactly the same thing to Abishai when he
appealed again to David for Shimei's death when Shimei later came to apologise for his
cursing.10 The implication here is that the general response of the sons of Zeruiah to
opposition was to resort to violence, whereas David, almost without exception, considered
God's
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purpose in each situation, rather than rely on human reaction, and showed the mercy of God.
When Absalom, one of David's sons, attempted to take away the throne from David he was
pursued by Joab and his men who killed him against David's specific instructions to "Deal
gently for my sake with the young man Absalom."11 Absalom had previously killed one of
his own brothers and in order to arrange a meeting with a reluctant Joab, and thereby
attract David's attention, he had set fire to Joab's barley field.12 However, that seems
insufficient grounds to take Absalom's life, especially when David had issued instructions to
deal gently with him.
It was after the death of Absalom that David said that he would make Amasa, another of his
nephews, commander of the army in place of Joab.13 Shortly afterwards Joab cruelly and
publicly killed Amasa.14
We have dealt with some of the negative aspects of Joab's character but there are some
more positive aspects to be found:
• He showed faith in God in his leadership of Israel against the people of Ammon,15
• He reported fully to David on the progress of battle and he anticipated how David may
react to some losses,16 (although he was willing to assist David in arranging the death of
Uriah the Hittite, a loyal17 and mighty man18),
• He called David to battle in case he, Joab, conquered in David's absence and the royal
city of Ammon was then called after Joab, a situation he was keen to avoid,19
• He appeared to show some wisdom in giving counsel to David about how the extent of
David's mourning for Absalom could cause desertion by his people.20
• He was willing to listen to a reason when a 'mother in Israel' averted the death of many
in a city by handing over a rebel who was taking refuge within its walls.21
As a mark of the knowledge David had of Joab's way of dealing, he saw through a scheme of
deception that Joab had set up to bring about a return to Israel for Absalom.22
David's final words to Solomon included some specific words about Joab: "... you know also
what Joab the son ofZeruiah did to me, and what he did to the two commanders of the
armies of Israel, to Abner the son of Ner and Amasa the son of Jether, whom he killed. And
he shed the blood of war in peacetime, and put the blood of war on his belt that was
around his waist, and on his
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sandals that were on his feet. Therefore do according to your wisdom, and do not let his
gray hair go down to the grave in peace. "23
It is clear that David observed Joab over the years showing little or no mercy, even to those to
whom he was related by blood. In the many challenges that Joab's actions often brought to
David's approach, we can see how David's faith and mercy shone by contrast. David's song in
2 Sam.22 contains the words: "With the merciful you will show yourself merciful..."24 Such
knowledge was won from experience of trusting the Lord of Hosts and, at least in part,
learning from the unmerciful approach of a man like Joab.
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David

Marital relationships
by David Webster, Liverpool, England
David is a man who is greatly commended by God.
Scripture records his trust in God when he fought Goliath of Gath1
and tells us that God was with him.2 Before taking important
decisions it was David's life-practice to enquire of the Lord3 and God
protected him from King Saul.4 David loved the things that God loved
and had a heart for God.5 He was faithful and lived a life of integrity
and uprightness. David loved God's Word and set the course of his
life to live according to what God said. But David is not presented to
us in the Bible as a flawless character. He made mistakes and had
blind-spots and yet God watched over him and blessed him.
The Bible records eight of David's wives and the children they
bore David:
1

Michal

Younger daughter Remained childless6
of King Saul

2

Ahinoam

From Jezreel

A son, Amnon7

3

Abigail

Widow of Nabal
of Carmel

A son, Kileab, also known as
Daniel.8

4

Maakah

Daughter of
Talmai, king of
Geshur9

A son, Absalom; a daughter,
Tamar.10

5
6
7
8

Haggith
Abital
Eglah
Bathsheba

Widow of Uriah
the Hittite

A son, Adonijah.11
A son, Shephatiah12
A son, Ithream13
Sons, Shammua, Shobab,
Nathan & Solomon14
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We know very little about Haggith, Abital or Eglah. Some commentators equate Eglah with
Michal, but this does not seem very likely. It seems there was, very probably, at least another
wife of whom we know nothing at all because we read, After he left Hebron, David took more
concubines and wives in Jerusalem, and more sons and daughters were born to him,15 yet we
only read of Bathsheba and her four sons. Only one daughter, Tamar, is recorded, though
there were others.16 And, in addition to the sons listed in the table, there were at least nine
more!17
In addition to his wives, David also had a harem of concubines.18 Concubines seem to be
women of a lower social rank who could not, for that reason, be classed as wives, but who
were for all other purposes regarded as wives yet accorded less respect. For kings and men
of high rank, however, possession of a harem of wives and concubines was a mark of wealth
and status.
So in coming to look at King David's marital relationships we can see that
1. He was given Michal, daughter of Saul as his first wife, but almost immediately had to
flee from the king, and Michal was given to Paltiel son of Laish.19 Later, when David became
king of Judah, and Ish-bosheth Michal's brother (and Saul's son) was king of Israel, David
demanded her return to him, in return for peace between them. Despite the public protests of
Paltiel, Michal returned to David.
2. During the years that he was on the run from King Saul, David married both Abigail, upon
the death of her antagonistic husband, and also Ahinoam of Jezreel.20 This wife should be
differentiated from Saul's wife of the same name. Both Ahinoam and Abigail were with him
in Gath.21
3. His marriage to Maakah was probably part of a political alliance with Talmai, an ally
of David's.
4. He married Haggith, Abital and Eglah after being crowned King of Judah.22
5. Famously, David committed adultery with Bathsheba. Her resulting
pregnancy and her husband's refusal to go along with David's plan to make it
look as though he had fathered the child during a visit home from the frontline,
where he served in David's army, led to David's order to have Uriah placed
where he would be killed. Thereupon he married Bathsheba. These events form
a spiritual low in the life of this great man.23

Spiritual blind spots
We all have blind spots! So it is essential to keep listening to what God is saying to us. David
loved God's Word, but followed the cultural norms and historical precedents for the time in
which he lived. We need to take care that we don't blindly accept what our culture tells us is
acceptable. The Lord Jesus, speaking to his disciples in the context of a discussion about
divorce restated God's original one-man and one-woman intention regarding marriage:
"Haven't you
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read, " he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator 'made them male and female,' and
said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and
the two will become one flesh'? So they are no longer two, but one flesh."24
Furthermore God had expressly forbidden the king to take 'many wives'.25 It can be a recipe
for disaster. Throughout human history great kings and lords have taken many wives and
the resulting rivalry and in-fighting has been a major cause of wars, rebellion, bloodshed
and treachery. David was to discover the truth of this from personal experience. Add to
that favouritism, the inevitable absence of a king from the family, and court politics, and the
tragedy of David's family is an disaster waiting to happen!

Dysfunctional sons
His sons Amnon, Absalom and Adonijah were a problem to David, though he had a great
affection for them. He seems to have left them largely to their own devices.
After the Bathsheba affair, the judgment from the Lord concerned his sons and family:
"... 'Now, therefore, the sword will never depart from your house, because you despised me
and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own.' This is what the LORD says: 'Out of
your own household I am going to bring calamity on you. Before your very eyes I will take
your wives and give them to one who is close to you, and he will sleep with your wives in
broad daylight. You did it in secret, but I will do this thing in broad daylight before all
Israel.' "26
David's son and heir was Amnon. He is presented as a man who lusted after his half-sister,
sulked because he could not have her and then made up an elaborate plot to get her into
close proximity where he raped her. David was furious,27 but did nothing. Two years later
Amnon was killed by his brother Absalom as revenge for the rape and humiliation to his
sister.
David also had a son who rebelled and tried to kill him. Absalom comes across as charming
and popular, but coldly calculating and self-promoting. Absalom promoted his own claims to
the throne by sowing disaffection for David his father and, by flattery, leading a rebellion
which brought civil war to Israel and, as a public show of hatred and for political reasons
they pitched a tent for Absalom on the roof, and he slept with his father's concubines in the
sight of all Israel28 - thus fulfilling the word of the Lord.
Adonijah seems to be a son who was handsome, never disciplined and who grew up to
think he could do what he liked.29 After the death of David's two eldest sons, he regarded
himself as David's successor. When it became clear that David was nearing the end of his
life, Adonijah, whose mother was
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Haggith, put himself forward and said, "I will be king." So he got chariots and horses ready,
with fifty men to run ahead of him.30
But God had chosen Solomon as David's successor31 and David had him proclaimed king,
and the rebellion collapsed. Solomon pardoned his brother, but Adonijah seems to have
learned nothing from this and still harboured ideas of being king. In his old age, a young
woman, Abishag, was found for David to nurse him and keep him warm. Seemingly she
was viewed as one of his concubines - although they did not have sexual relations.32 When
Adonijah asked for Abishag to be his wife, Solomon saw immediately the veiled claim and
had him executed.33
So David married many wives which led to jealousy and infighting. His failure to discipline
his sons led to rape, rebellion and murder. His failure to restrain his own desires led to
personal grief and tragedy. These, in turn, brought the kingdom to civil war and directly led
to David's time of rejection and humiliation. God's grace, however, restored David and
ensured that Solomon succeeded him as king.
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Touch
by Eric Willis, Liverpool, England
'Please do not touch' is a notice often seen on valuable objects or
works of art in museums and stately homes. It is a timely warning
that these objects can easily be damaged or soiled.
Imagine my surprise, then, to see on some hand-made furniture in a
showroom the notice, 'Please touch me'. Here was an invitation, not
only to look and admire, but also to touch and to feel: to explore and
appreciate more fully the craftsman's skill with this fine piece of
work.
Touch involves contact, and differs from hearing and seeing in at
least two ways. The ear and the eye are distant receptors, and so able
to receive and react to stimuli from sources which may be a
considerable distance away. The sense of touch, on the other hand,
responds to whatever is near. Also, whereas there are special receptor
organs for the ear and the eye, every part of our body is sensitive to
touch. Beneath the outer skin there are localized structures sensitive
to touch. The hands especially play a very important part in the sensory
experience of touch, in that they are capable of an enhanced
sensitivity and awareness, for example seen in the skill of the surgeon
or musician. A blind person is able to feel and read the tiny raised
dots of the Braille script.
Helen Keller was a remarkable lady, stricken with a severe illness as
a baby which left her totally blind and deaf. By means of touch, with
her lively intelligence and the help of a dedicated teacher, she became a
woman of great culture and spiritual insight. In her autobiography, 'The
Story of My Life', she says, 'the hands of those I meet are dumbly
eloquent to me'. She expresses her faith in the words, 'The Bible gives
me a deep comforting sense that things seen are temporal and the things
unseen are eternal.'
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The Lord in His public ministry on earth often laid His hands upon - and so touched - those
who were in need. In this He identified Himself with them and manifested His divine power
to heal and to bless. His was a touch of love. A leper came, imploring Him, "If You are
willing, You can make me clean." Then Jesus, moved with compassion, stretched out His
hand and touched him, and said to him, "I am willing; be cleansed."1 A man who was an
outcast, an 'untouchable', was touched by the great compassionate Physician and cleansed.
That touch is able to meet our needs today - His touch still has its ancient power!
A woman who had suffered an illness for twelve years, once came to the Lord and touched
the hem of His cloak. She said, "If only I may touch His garment, I shall be made well."2
She had the touch of faith.
Thomas wanted the experience, not only of seeing the Lord, but, so that there would be no
doubt of who He was, of being able to touch Him. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and
stood in the midst, and said, "Peace to you!" Then He said to Thomas, "Reach your finger
here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be
unbelieving, but believing." And Thomas answered and said to Him. "My Lord and my God! "3
John draws on similar experiences in the opening of his epistle, That which was from the
beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked
upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life.4
It is often said that in the modern world the personal touch is at times lacking. We despair,
sometimes, on the telephone, when trying to respond to an automated voice message
instead of being able to speak to someone personally. Sadly, at times we can also feel 'out of
touch' with the Lord if we neglect those quiet times of meditation and prayer. The touched
lips of service and witness are dependent on touched hearts of love and devotion. In our
relationships with others it is easy sometimes to get out of touch because of the pressure of
other things. Christian fellowship is something we should always cherish, a touch often
speaks more than words to those in need.
Finally, we think of the joy and privilege we have of meeting together each Lord's day to
remember Him. We see and hear (and taste), but also take and touch those precious symbols
of loaf and cup. May we know what it is to enter more fully into this deep spiritual
experience.
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Victory

Overcoming issues
An interview with Bryan Dougan, Edinburgh, Scotland
Bryan, please share with our readers a little of your background.
Along with two colleagues, I started a business in 1994. From humble
beginnings in a friend's garage, we became the largest independent
supplier of computer scanners in the UK by 1999. With a large UK
base, and distributors in Italy, France and South Africa, both business
and life were great. I was thinking: "This can never end." However,
many plans are in a man's heart, but the counsel of the LORD will
stand.1
There's more than a hint already, but where would you say you
were spiritually at that point?
In my mind, I was ticking all the boxes: attending church services;
taking part; involving myself in this and that ... I convinced myself
that, because my business was so successful, this demonstrated God
was blessing me and therefore I must be on the right track. It's said
that hindsight is a wonderful thing - and, looking back now, I see that
the balance was wrong!
Looking back, my real focus was on my work - my own ambitions,
desires and goals. That led to a desire for a bigger house, a faster car
and better holidays. These were viewed as the rewards for hard work.
I hadn't given much consideration to the fact that all I had wasn't
actually mine, but was given to me by God. On reflection, what I was
giving back to God was very little in return. It reminds me of another
verse - the mind of man plans his way, but the LORD directs his steps.2
God was speaking, and I wasn't listening. Like the dismantling of
Israel systematically, God removed from me everything I considered
important. Work became very hard. The straightforward approach
that worked for years wasn't working any more. In fact, nothing
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seemed to work: the business was languishing, and, to make matters worse, the Chinese
manufacturers who had happily helped us to generate massive interest in the UK, now became
our competitor. By the end of 2003, it was all over.
What would you pinpoint as the real turning point?
With no buyer for the company, it was clear that this good thing had come to an end. It was
a hard pill to swallow: losing everything that had seemed so important. There came a point
when I remember saying, "God, why me?" Frustrated, I voiced this to my wife, Tracey, who
said, "Why not? Would you rather this was happening to someone else. Have you asked God
to make it stop?" My response was, "No," actually I hadn't.
We got down on our knees and prayed like never before: "Lord, please make this stop, please
take over. I'm sorry I've not been listening." Then a remarkable thing happened. Having been
forced to put our house up for sale some time previously, within two days a couple came,
agreed a price, and concluded the sale! "Lord, thank you."
Why would you describe this as a 'victory' as opposed to a rescue?
God needed to get my attention and to get it, He had to break me. I learnt a lot through that
experience. I thought I could be used, but didn't appreciate that sometimes you need to be
broken first. Or maybe I was broken and God was putting me together His way.
I then felt like I suspect Gideon must have felt when asking God for direction and victory.
What was it that God wanted? And if we were asking God to commit to helping us, what
were we doing in return?
I remember not long after getting back into things I was invited to speak at a church meeting
at which there was a good number of visitors. On the way home I realised that, before the
collapse of my business, I hadn't really been involved in that sort of speaking. God hadn't
used me before, and I also realised that was because my lifestyle had not been worthy! As a
result, I did something I hadn't done before: I asked God what He wanted me to be involved in.
I learned to wait for God, rather than just getting on with what I thought I wanted to do.
Reflecting again on this, what would you say was the most valued thing you learnt?
I've realised that trials don't knock on our door and let you know they're arriving. They hit
you full-on and when least expected. They can be God's way of getting our attention and it's
futile to take them on alone, but with God's help we can overcome. I've been thinking
about Job when he said, "I have heard of You by the hearing of the ear; but now my eye sees
You. "3 Through trials ours is to be a deepening, personal relationship with God.
References:
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Inexhaustible grace
by Don Williamson, Littleton, USA
So what do we understand about the grace of God? Maybe a more
relevant question is: "How is my life impacted by the grace of
God?"
It is a point that has been raised recently in evangelical circles in
America. A key scripture for all of us is Eph.2:8-9, For by grace you
have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the
gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.
The grandson of Billy Graham, Tullian Tchividjian, is spending time
speaking at various churches, including his own, on the topic of
'Inexhaustible Grace'. The idea here is that believers spend a great
deal of time trying to please the Lord and thus improve their
relationship with Him, and that leads to their exhaustion. Tully has
been addressing the topic from the book of Galatians, which we
know is a letter against going back to the law and works for salvation.
Here is part of a conversation that I had recently with a Christian
friend:
"It seems from our conversation that you are suggesting that, because of
grace, there is no right or wrong way to live our Christian lives. I
cannot imagine why God would give us detailed instructions in His
Word if He intended us to do whatever we thought was right. It
would seem that you suggest 'the grace of God' allows believers to do
what they wish in all aspects of life so that they can claim true grace.
I don't think Paul would support that even in his letter to the
Galatians, for he writes ... you were called to freedom, brethren;
only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but
through love serve one another. ... walk by the Spirit, and you will
not carry out the desire of the flesh. ... the one who is taught the
word is to share all good things with the one who teaches him.1 So
manner
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of life is important, and doing what is taught in Scripture is important; not for eternal life,
but for the life of a believer who seeks to serve the Lord in this life."
There is a formula that is given in this debate. 'Jesus is everything' vs. 'Jesus is everything,
but...' The suggestion, of course, is that true grace says, 'Jesus is everything' and certain
Christian denominations say, 'Jesus is everything, but...' If we are talking about eternal
salvation, then we would all have to say "Amen" to 'Jesus is everything'. As it relates to a
believer's life, I don't think he has the second part of the formula right. Here is the proper
formula: 'Jesus is everything, therefore ...' Given that expression, it brings into focus the
thought that we, as children of light, are now free to walk in light where before we were in
darkness. As an example, Jesus said: "If you love Me, you will keep My commandments."2 It
is not 'Jesus is everything, but you must keep His commandments', it is, 'Jesus is everything,
therefore I am free to keep His commandments.'
Are you feeling exhausted? It is very possible that we go through life and feel the weight of
our actions and service to the Lord as a responsibility and requirement. We must do this or
that to please the Lord. This was not the mindset that the Lord had for us when we read it
was for freedom that Christ set us free.3 Why do we serve the Lord? Why do we remember
Him on the first day of the week? It is because we love Him and have the freedom to serve
Him. Jesus is everything, therefore I am keeping His commandments - not because I am
required to, but because I love Him.
Which do you prefer: doing something you love to do, or doing something you are required to
do? Which one will wear you out?
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Mission

ReachOut
by Lennie Shaw & Steve Seddon
We are greatly encouraged at regular reports from Africa, India and
the Far East, demonstrating that the borders of His kingdom are
being enlarged as new churches of God are planted, and established
churches are strengthened with increasing numbers. While, as a
world-wide community we rejoice, in the West we have a deep
concern because overall numbers are declining. Our service is not
without fruit, for which we give God thanks, however our desire and
burden before the Lord is that we will know growth in our churches
too.
We have no doubt about the Lord's will in this area. Indeed we
share the desire of God our Saviour that all people be saved and to
come to the knowledge of the truth.1 We want to see the power of the
gospel changing lives and bringing hope into our communities. We
want to see churches of God growing numerically and to be living,
vibrant, Spirit-led testimonies to His grace.
A recent survey amongst UK churches of God showed that there is a
real appetite to reach out to communities with the gospel. At the
same time, however, there is concern about the effectiveness of
outreach methods which are often constrained by limited manpower
and resources, and somehow fall short of winning souls for the Lord
Jesus and bringing disciples into His kingdom.
At ReachOut, a UK event held in the North West of England in
September 2013, we explored the process of disciple-making in
contemporary Western culture. For a church of God, eager to reach
out to its local community, we see a five step process:
CONNECTING
with
the
community;
developing
RELATIONSHIPS with individuals in the community;
CHALLENGING them with the gospel; TEACHING
39
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them New Testament church truth; and leading them on into SERVICE among the Lord's
people.
While many aspects of our outreach activities are effective in one or two steps of this process,
there is a common struggle in transitioning contacts all the way through - ultimately resulting
in them being baptised, added to a church of God, and actively serving amongst the Lord's
people.
ReachOut was designed to:
• Encourage saints by sharing examples of fruit-bearing work being done already
• Share experiences of difficulties in outreach and best practices to overcome them
• Exchange ideas
• Challenge one another regarding our effectiveness for Christ in our communities
• Help UK churches to form outreach plans.
Exhibition-style displays showed many examples of how churches are currently engaged in a
wide variety of outreach activities. Seminars provided a forum for focused consideration of
each step in the disciple-making process and included a time of prayer to plead before the
Lord for help in making us more effective in reaching out.
The exhibition impressively demonstrated just how active the churches of God are. More than
40 stalls illustrated over 140 outreach activities including:
• One-man pottery outreach
• Helping those in debt get back on their feet through 'Christians against Poverty'
• Parent & toddler groups
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• Ladies' nights
• Coffee mornings
• Festival outreach stalls
• Live music-based outreach
• Conventional gospel services
The challenging ministry at the beginning and end of the event drew our attention to the
outreach
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Early heresies

Docetism
by Brian Johnston, Leigh, England
What is docetism?
From a Greek work meaning 'to seem', this was an early heresy which
questioned in some respects the reality of Jesus' humanity. For
example, some Docetists might have claimed, as a man called
Cerinthus apparently did, that the Christ-spirit came upon the man
Jesus at His baptism, but left Him before His death.
The Apostle John throws out the challenge: every spirit that does not
confess Jesus is not from God.1 There's an old reading of this verse
that gets a mention in the margin of some Bible versions (e.g. RV) in
which not to confess Jesus is regarded as annulling or loosing Jesus.
It seems that this matter of failing to confess Jesus was initially
understood as separating or loosing Jesus from the Christ instead of
identifying them as one and the same.
This certainly fits with what we know of the heretics' views at the
close of the first century. They taught that the Christ, a divine spirit,
descended upon the man Jesus at His baptism and withdrew from
Him before His death. To counteract this heresy, the Apostle John's
language is very precise. It wasn't that the Christ, or Christ spirit,
had come into the flesh of Jesus, but that Jesus was the Christ come
in the flesh. Jesus and the Christ are to be absolutely identified as
one. What's at stake here is the truth of the incarnation.
Preserving the real truth about Christ's humanity is an issue that
greatly concerned John. He returns to it again later saying Jesus is ...
the One who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ; not with the
water only, but with the water and with the blood.2 Why this
particular insistence? An old interpretation which makes sense of the
background, understands the water and blood as standing for the
historical experiences the Lord passed
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through in His baptism and death. It seems that, once again, John had the likes of Cerinthus
in his sights as perhaps being foremost among those who distinguished between 'Jesus'
and 'the Christ'. Their opinion was that Jesus was a mere man, born purely naturally of
Joseph and Mary, upon whom the Christ descended at His baptism and from whom the
Christ departed before the cross.

Does knowing about it matter?
We still have with us those who deny Jesus' supernatural conception - the reality of the
eternal Word becoming flesh3 - as well as those who say that the person who died on the
cross was not, or was no longer, the Christ: that God's Christ could never be crucified.
New Age philosophy regards Jesus as an 'avatar' - someone who descends into human
form to manifest 'Christ-consciousness' - as though the Christ spirit descended to reveal
divine truth to people in Jesus. The Koran says, 'they did not kill him, neither did they
crucify him; he was made a semblance to them'.4 It would seem Muhammad derived his
knowledge of the gospel story from a docetic source, and so the Islamic Faith is the only
major worldview today which overtly denies Christ died on the cross.
Shades of docetist thinking can, however, be more subtle. Early teachers of the Brethren
Movement variously debated whether the Lord's human nature was 'fallen', 'mortal', or
'heavenly'. Formulations such as 'the Person of God in the condition of Man', seemed to
those who debated against them then to be evading the clear statement of the personal,
proper, unimpaired humanity of our Lord, as a descendant of David according to the flesh5
and indeed as her seed when referring to the woman.6
Views detrimental to our Lord's manhood have often found a degree of acceptance that
would never be extended to views detrimental to His deity -such as the view that from
conception to birth our Lord passed through the body of His mother 'like water through a
pipe', deriving no part of His humanity from her. Writing in 1901, W. B. Neatby said, 'A year
or two ago I heard an address from a Brother of the Open Section, who actually taught that
Christ did not die from crucifixion, but by a mere miraculous act...' Or again, we may
think of those who refuse to interpret our Lord's temptations as being real.7
How wonderfully precise the inspired writing of the Apostle Paul is when he says: For what
the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in
the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh.8 Our Lord
did not come in the mere likeness of flesh; far less in sinful flesh; but in the likeness of sinful
flesh - fully and truly human as we are (which, as our kinsman redeemer, was required of
Him), but without sin and indeed incapable of it.
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Early heresies

Gnosticism
by Andrew Dorricott, Hamilton, Canada
A slight variation in path, even by a degree or two, will lead to an
increasingly large gap between your initial course and the course you
are on. Satan knows this and is looking to knock people just slightly
off course, as that will lead them farther and farther away from the
Lord. God also knows this and thus urges us throughout Scripture to
stay close to Him in faithful and loving obedience.
Gnosticism is a very spiritual (notice the lower case 's') religion, and
on the surface may seem to share some common ground with
Christianity, but further understanding will quickly dispel any
notion of similarity.
Gnostics believe in a superior being who is perfect and pure; they
believe in a fall, and as a result, a tendency towards sinful behaviour;
and they believe that a life on earth is a temporary existence, with the
aim to ultimately be in 'heaven' with this greater being. It is
suggested that Gnostics in fact considered themselves to be
Christians, but based on God's Word we cannot possibly come to
that same conclusion. It's not long before we realize that what may
have started off as slightly off-course may as well be miles and miles
away from the one true course to God.1

What is Gnosticism?
There are several nuances and variations of the Gnostic doctrine which
can make it confusing and difficult to define. 'Gnosis', a Greek word
meaning 'knowledge' is where the name comes from. A deeper
meaning of gnosis is 'special knowledge'. It is not merely theoretical
or intellectual knowledge, but it is about actually experiencing this
special knowledge - in order to understand god, one must experience
him. It is this
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special knowledge that supposedly leads to salvation. The central point is that we are bound
by the physical universe (matter) until such a time as we gain this special knowledge and
are released from this curse.
Their view of god is that he is so pure and perfect that he couldn't possibly associate himself
with the physical universe - he had to distance himself from us (this is a far cry from what
Scripture tells us2). As a result he created 'emanations', or divine beings that were less than
god himself. From these lesser beings came an evil god. People are believed to be 'droplets'
or 'sparks' of the same essence as god, but trapped in physical bodies by the evil god who
created the physical universe as a way to imprison souls from ascending back to the pure and
perfect god.
The goal is to escape the physical universe, which is evil, yet we are blinded by ignorance as
to our real identity. They believe that god wants to draw these 'sparks of the spirit' back to
himself and so he sends a spiritual redeemer to teach these 'sparks' about their true identity as
being of the essence of god, and their true home which is with him.
According to Gnosticism, Jesus was this divine redeemer sent to awaken the spirits and help
them acquire this experiential knowledge, thus beginning their homeward journey. To
Gnostics, Jesus was not God incarnate, for that would necessitate a blending of spiritual and
physical which is an unacceptable view since it is the physical universe itself, including our
body, which is evil.

What does the Bible say about it?
A more formal and systematic expression of Gnosticism doesn't really occur until the 2nd
century, however many New Testament writers warn about some of the early signs of this
heresy. Paul writes to the church in Corinth about the pursuit of knowledge saying,
knowledge puffs up, but love edifies.3 He also warned those in Colossae, Beware lest anyone
cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men,
according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ.4 The pursuit of
knowledge, as the world or other religions define it, is used as a point of contrast against the
simplicity and accessibility of salvation through faith in the Lord Jesus. Even back in the
times of early Christianity, the quest for knowledge has been a tool that Satan has used
effectively right into today's times to distract us and lead us astray.
John clearly lays out how we can discern between truth and heresy; By this you know the
Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God,
and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God.5
By denying Christ as the Son of God, God in human flesh, Gnosticism clearly places itself in
the latter category, it is not of God. New Testament writers continually reaffirm the truth of
Christ as being

2014-46

the very Son of God, no doubt encountering the origins of Gnosticism as the Gospel spread
into Greece and farther reaching nations.

How does it show up today?
Gnosticism is still very present in today's age, although it may go by other names or appear
to be more subtle in its approach. Religions such as Mysticism, Kabbalah, Astrology and
Alchemy all have very strong ties to a Gnostic worldview.
In recent times the Gnostic Gospels have again been the source of great debate, and many
times these are taken either at face value or hearsay without much of society bothering to
validate what is presented in them. Some of the more popular ones are The Gospel of Judas,
The Gospel of Thomas, The Gospel of Mary, The Gospel of Truth and The Gospel of The
Lord. While some of these bear the names of the Lord's apostles, or other eyewitnesses to
Christ's life on earth, they are not written by these people. They are written decades if not
centuries, in some cases, after all eye-witnesses had died.
A very popular book, The Da Vinci Code, published in 2003 really pushed the Gnostic
Gospels into mainstream thinking and acceptance. It again raised the erroneous notion that
Jesus was married (to Mary Magdalene) and had a family, and actually believed in a fertility
cult as the true religion. It took on many of the themes presented in the Gnostic Gospels by
rejecting Christ as deity. It sparked a lot of controversy between religious groups as well as
further intolerance of the Apostle's Teaching. A survey done in 2006 showed that 17% of
Canadians felt that the death of Jesus was faked and that He married and had a family - ideas
again made popular by The Da Vinci Code. The impact of the heresy of Gnosticism is farreaching, and just as threatening to the Word of God today, as it was to the early churches of
God and the spreading of the true Gospel.
In referring to the accuracy and authority of the Gnostic Gospels, Ben Witherington, a
professor of the New Testament at Asbury Theological Seminary said: 'Before we turn to
these documents, it is important to state a crucial principle of historical study: It is always
more likely that those sources that come from eyewitnesses or those who were in contact
with eyewitnesses will provide us with the best data about an ancient person than documents
that were composed several centuries later, as were the Gnostic Gospels. There would need
to be clear and compelling evidence corroborated by several later sources for us to take the
word of later documents that Jesus was married. There is no such evidence, even in the
Gnostic Gospels.'6
More importantly, Scripture tells us that we are not to add to or take away from Scripture7
because it is God-breathed and perfect.8 Even before these 'gospels' are opened and read,
they are in direct opposition to what Scripture says.
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Anyone who suggests that they are supplementary to Scripture likely doesn't have an
understanding of either the Gnostic Gospels or the Holy Bible.

How should we respond?
Even Satan used the Word of God, albeit incorrectly, in an attempt to trip up the Lord.9 In a
similar way, Gnosticism seeks to use elements of the Christian faith, but change them to suit
a differing view, rather than change the view to fit what the Bible teaches. It is Satan who is
trying to get you even one or two degrees off course, by appealing to your desires and to the
changing of social norms and pressures. If anything, the rise of Gnosticism in the days of the
early church as well as its presence today should drive us deeper into the Word of God and
cling to the faith which was delivered once for all to the saints10 that we might see even clearer
the truths about our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. One degree off course may as well be 180
degrees off course. Thankfully, by the grace of God, our salvation is not dependent on some
hard to achieve secret knowledge of ourselves, but is dependent on (and realized by) the fact
that we are known by Him,11 and that He loved us first.12
Paul warned Timothy about those that are always learning and never able to come to the
knowledge of the truth.13 He then exhorted him, But you must continue in the things which
you have learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them, and that
from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.14
Let us take heed to the writings of John as he passionately and lovingly wrote to believers as
'little children':
Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist who denies the
Father and the Son. Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father either; he who
acknowledges the Son has the Father also.15
And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have confidence and
not be ashamed before Him at His coming.16
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Early heresies

Marcionism
by Andrew Seddon, Swindon, England
Marcionism was a set of beliefs that took its name from a man named
Marcion, a native of Asia Minor who lived in Rome in approximately
AD 140. Marcion dismissed the authority of the Old Testament
Scriptures because he saw in them a wrathful Hebrew God who was
vastly inferior to the gracious, loving Father-God revealed by Jesus
Christ. Rooted in gnostic and docetic thought (see previous articles)
Marcion also believed that the OT God who created the world must
have been flawed because the material world was naturally wicked.
He believed that the teachings of the apostles had been distorted by
their own Jewish beliefs; except for Paul, whom he argued was the
only one who grasped the distinction between these two different
deities.
Marcion devised his own 'canon' of Scripture which contained two
parts. The first, 'The Gospel' consisted of his own distortion of
Luke's gospel. The second, 'The Apostle' included Paul's first ten
letters to the churches which were also 'purified' to fit his
philosophy. Unsurprisingly none of the Old Testament books found
their way into his canon.
Marcionism gained a significant following and its beliefs continued
in the west for centuries after his death. In fact, the essence of this
heresy is alive and well today to differing degrees.

Modern day Marcionism
The discomfort that many people have with the Old Testament
continues to display itself today. There are, of course, some difficult
passages to stomach for the modern, secular reader. For example, there
are passages which include acts of violence commanded by God,
plagues, retribution on the unrighteous and capital punishment for
behaviours which are considered by
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many to be perfectly acceptable today. Some of the Old Testament can be tough to understand,
or to interpret, and many have difficulty with applying it to modern life due to the ancient
cultural setting. Of course, the same might often be said for much of the New Testament too,
including the teachings of Jesus Himself.
To summarise the difficulty that many have, Philip Yancey writes:1 '[The OT] doesn't always
make sense, and what sense it does make offends modern ears.' The well-known militant
atheist, Richard Dawkins takes it much further when he scathingly writes:2 'The God of the
Old Testament is arguably the most unpleasant character in all fiction.' Many of these
objections are exacerbated by taking passages out of context, failing to understand the
complete purposes of God under the old and new covenants, or simply assuming that
modern liberal beliefs hold moral superiority over the eternal will of God.
Marcionism, and other heresies in early Christianity, at least had a positive outcome of
prompting the church fathers to carefully define the faith and the canon of scripture. This
didn't mean adding or changing things, but rather officially confirming and stating what
was already accepted. Our response is equally important today. Jude encourages us to
contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints.3

One God: two Testaments
The apostle Paul, whom Marcion supposedly endorsed, declares to Timothy, There is one
God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.4 This agrees
with Jesus Himself who states in prayer: "And this is eternal life, that they know you the
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent."5 There is no doubt that, to Jesus, this
'only true God' was the God of the Old Testament. These were the Scriptures that He read and
believed, and His conviction about the uniqueness of this God is displayed when He cites
Deuteronomy to Satan: "You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you
serve."6
The notion of only one God and only one way of salvation through Christ alone is not popular
in a multi-religious world where exclusivity seems arrogant towards other faiths. However,
it is impossible to believe contradictory things, and we therefore must hold fast to what we
know from God's Word and Jesus Himself. There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one
God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.7

One God: one nature
It can be easy to fall into a Marcionist error of distinguishing an 'angry OT God' from a
'loving NT God'. In reality, God is God, in all of His rich divine attributes, whether they sit
comfortably or uncomfortably with us. We cannot just make God what our human nature
wants Him to be, or He would actually
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be no more significant than an idol made by human hands. Moses is given a rich revelation
of God's all-encompassing character in the following declaration:
"The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in
steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity,
transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the
fathers on the children and the children's children, to the third and fourth generation."8
We read of righteous anger and judgement in the New Testament, just as we read about
God's grace and kindness throughout the Old Testament. In fact, it is in the person of Christ
Himself that all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell.9

The integrity of both testaments
Paul states that, All scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, and for training in righteousness.10 He also reminds the Romans, Whatever was
written in former days was written for our instruction.11
Marcion was committing a serious error by excluding, adding and editing scriptural texts to
support his preferred version of theological truth; can we be in danger of doing the very same
today, no matter how subtly it may happen? Marcion's canon of Scripture does trigger the
question which many sceptics ask today: what books do actually belong in the Bible and
why? There isn't space to explore this question in depth in this article, but it is worth
touching on briefly.
Regarding the Old Testament, the Christian apologist Amy Orr-Ewing summarizes: 12
'The evidence points towards an established Hebrew canon before 150 BC partly because
the content we are familiar with was referred to by the Jewish historian Josephus who was
born in AD 37. It illustrates that the books contained in the canon were already widely
accepted as authoritative and inspired.
We can have the same confidence in the New Testament canon, as FF Bruce writes:13
'When at last a Church Council - the Synod of Hippo in AD 393 -listed the twenty seven
books of the New Testament, it did not confer upon them any authority which they did not
already possess, but simply recorded their previously established canonicity.'

The importance of the Old Testament
When controversial beliefs are contested, like the teaching on homosexual practise, it is
often argued that 'Jesus never said that', or 'Jesus changed all that'. This may be true in the
context of dispensational arrangements, but it is not true of absolute moral law, because
God's character does not change. Jesus made it very clear:
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"Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to
abolish them, but to fulfil them".14
He taught the Jews that the Scriptures they read were the Scriptures that "bear witness about
me."15 After His resurrection when Jesus met with the couple on the road to Emmaus it says:
Beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the
things concerning himself. 16
The Old Testament prepares its readers for the necessity of the incarnation, death,
resurrection and future reign of the Christ. This is the scarlet thread which unites 66 diverse
books into one miraculous story of God's fierce holiness and gracious love combined. Any
heresy ultimately steers us away from the wonderful truth that, Christ died for our sins in
accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in
accordance with the Scriptures.17
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Early heresies

Monarchianism
by Edwin Neely, Brantford, Canada
The errors of Monarchianism (from the Greek mono -one, and arche rule) are misunderstandings about the nature of God that began in the
second century A.D. They take several different forms, but the two
main groups are:
1. The modalistic theory - that God is not a Trinity of Persons, but
one Person operating in three different modes as Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit alternatively, and
2. The dynamic monarchianist theory - that God is One, above all
others indivisible and of one nature and that Jesus Christ was not
co-eternal with the Father, but a man, who because of His perfect
life, wonderful love and sinlessness was adopted by God at the
time of His baptism or ascension, becoming God at one of those
particular times.
Those who accept these teachings also hold that the Holy Spirit is
not a divine person, but a force or presence of the one God, the
Father.
Emanuel Swedenborg in the early 1600s propounded a variation of
modalistic monarchianism, asserting that God is one divine Person
whose name is Jesus Christ. Swedenborgianism, also known as The
New Church or The Church of New Jerusalem is active in Canada
and the USA today, but has a negligible presence in the UK. It believes
that salvation does not come through the atoning work of Jesus
Christ, but by the adherent practising faithfully whatever religion
he accepts as true. In essence that means that it doesn't matter what
one believes so long as one is faithful to one's own beliefs. In other
words, man gets to declare his own rules for salvation, service and
eternity. Other present-day adherents to modalistic beliefs are the
Oneness
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Pentecostal groups known as United Pentecostals and the United Apostolic churches.
Jehovah's Witnesses, Christadelphians and Unitarians hold to the dynamic monarchianistic
viewpoint: Christ is not God the Son and the Spirit of God is nothing but an influence, a
power of God for good.
It seems that wherever believers in God disagree with the clear teaching of Scripture their
differences will centre on some aspect of the Lord Jesus Christ and salvation through faith
in Him and His finished work at Calvary, Satan ever attempting to discredit and dishonour
Him and make the work of Calvary of little or no effect and the gracious working of God
the Spirit of little consequence.
But what does Scripture say? It is true that the 'Great Shema' of Israel plainly states "Hear,
O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one!"1 and that, backed up by the Lord's own
quoting of the verse in Mk.12:29, has been misinterpreted by many to discredit the teaching
of the Trinity. It is true that while the Hebrew plural 'Elohim' of Gen.1:1 does not necessarily
insist on God being a Trinity, the Hebrew plural often signifying majesty of character rather
than plurality of numbers, but it most certainly leaves room for the concept of a Trinity.
New Testament Scriptures link the three persons as equal: each one is God indivisible, yet
each separate from the other two. Matt.28:19 shows them linked under one name, the name
of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. The three are again linked by Paul: The grace
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with
you all.2 Again in 1 Cor.12:4-6, when speaking of spiritual gifts, Paul links the three.
Heb.10:29-31 shows the severity of punishment due to any who discredit the work of the Son
and the Holy Spirit. And Peter in his first epistle3 again displays the triune God working
together in unity in connection with His New Testament people, speaking of the
foreknowledge of God, the sanctification of the Spirit and the blood of sprinkling of Jesus
Christ.
Scripture shows the Trinity to be co-equal, co-eternal and consubstantial. Monarchianism
undermines the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ and likewise questions the existence of the
Holy Spirit as a Person at all, much less one of the Trinity. Jn 1:1 shows Christ as one with
God from eternity4 and yet separate in personality, Himself God the creator of all things
and life-giver apart from whom there can be no life nor life eternal. Thomas had the correct
appreciation when he said of Christ: "My Lord, and my God!"5 Even God the Father
acknowledges Him on several occasions saying, "This is my beloved Son" 6 and again in
Heb.1:8 the Father states: But of the Son He says, "Your throne, O God, is forever and ever."
Paul rightly described the Lord Jesus to the Colossians: 7 He is the image of the invisible
God, the firstborn of all creation. For by Him all things were created... He is before all
things, and in Him all things hold together. To this he adds: For in Him all the fullness of
Deity dwells in bodily form. 8 The seriousness of believing otherwise is
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underlined by the Lord Himself in Jn 8:24: "... unless you believe that I am He, you will die in
your sins. " The result of that is seen in verse 21: "... where I am going, you cannot come. "
Heb.1:3 linked with Phil.2:6-11 should clinch the matter with regard to scriptural
foundation: Jesus Christ is not only the Son of God; He is God the Son.
The Spirit, too, is God and a separate Person of the godhead. He displays all the attributes of
personality: He is an advocate;9 He is a comforter;10 He has a mind;11 He can be insulted;12 He
can be lied to;13 He exercises a will in accordance with the Father and the Son;14 He delights in
the depths of God and the Son, not only searching them, but revealing them to those who
seek God in His Word.15 God alone can be blasphemed, as He was, and the Spirit is outright
called God in Acts 5:3-4, as He is in 2 Cor.3:17-18: the Lord, the Spirit. He is eternal;16
omnipresent;17 omniscient;18 God alone is good, and Neh.9:20 calls Him God's good Spirit.
Many more verses might be added to declare His personality and His deity. What abundant
grace on His part to dwell within us!
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The beauty of the Lord
by Edwin Stanley, Aberkenfig, Wales
What is your beloved more than another beloved, O most
beautiful among women?1
is a probing question asked in Song of Songs. The woman then
launches into a profound description of the man her soul loves - a
description that is so full and passionate that these friends respond:
Where has your beloved turned, that we may seek him with you?2
It begs the question as to whether we would be able to describe our
beloved Lord Jesus with such passion and love to those who ask a
reason for the hope that is in you.3
So what does this woman see in her beloved? She begins with his
splendour and glory, for he was radiant and ruddy;4 that is, he was
dazzling like the sun and flushed with warmth and passion.
When Jesus was transfigured on the holy mount, His face shone like
the sun, and his clothes became white as light.5 John writes: In him
was life, and the life was the light of men.6 In Gen.1, God said, "Let
there be light,"7 which was His answer to the darkness that was over
the face of the deep.8 God Himself alone has immortality, who dwells
in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see.9 The
Lord Jesus is the essence of the dazzling splendour of the holy light
of God, and He has been revealed to those who believe in Him. He
shines upon us10 and we bask in the light.
What is our Beloved like? He is dazzling with the splendour of
light, but it is not a cold light; it is rosy with the heat of blood in the
face, flushed with warmth. Light and love are combined.
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In the Song, the woman realises her beloved's elevation above all others for he is the chief,
the one marked out by a banner. (The flag bearer which would indicate the presence of the
ruler or leader.) She says, his banner over me was love.11
The love of God and the light of God, two glorious truths of the gospel, are both brought to
men through the Lord Jesus Christ where the glory of God is to be found in the face of
Jesus Christ.12
And what He is in glory, He is in grace. Ps.45:2 (NASB marg.) says:
You are fairer than the sons of men; grace is poured
through Your lips...
The woman of the Song continues with her description and she is captivated by her lover's
head. It was of the finest gold,13 pure and refined. No impurity or blemish was seen in him
for he was the principal ruler and leader of his people.
Nebuchadnezzar was told that he was the head of gold and the king of kings, but he would
be deposed; his glory would pass to another and his memory would fade away.14 Not so
with the King of kings and the Lord of lords; for Him there will be no decay and no passing.
He is eternal in character and power.15 Here is the One who holds all authority, being the
principal ruler and the only potentate - the captain of our salvation16 (i.e. the chief leader; the
prince; the one who takes the lead in anything and so affords an example; a predecessor in
a matter; pioneer; the author17).
It's little wonder, then, that we should be captivated and enthralled by the beauty and power of
our Saviour, Friend and eternal Lover. But are we? Only time spent with Him will enable us
to grow in our appreciation and love for the One who saved us and called us to Himself.
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Knowing God's
comfort
An interview with Doreen Seddon, Liverpool, England
Doreen, thanks for agreeing to share with us some personal
recollections surrounding your husband Jim's home-call. We
know you only do so in the hope that the Lord may use them to
help others. But before that, will you please tell us something
about your recipe for what seemed to be a very happy marriage?
Yes, Jim and I had been together for 52 years - 54 if you count our
courting days. We felt strongly right from the beginning of our
relationship that the Lord had brought us together and we loved to
read the Scriptures and pray together. Jim used to ask the Lord
regularly that our hearts might beat as one in love and service for
Him. Throughout those years we had taken as our special
scripture, For this God is our God for ever and ever; he will be
our guide even to the end.1 When difficulties arose, we would
remind each other of these wonderful words. The Lord, as you say,
blessed us with many happy years together, and although we let
Him down on many occasions, He was always there for us.
Now will you tell us a little, if you can, of the painful time when
Jim was taken from you?
Jim took ill during late evening, and the doctor who visited sent
for an ambulance at 1 a.m. At the hospital, Jim was taken into the
high dependency unit. When I returned home, the text on the
Golden Bells Calendar recalled the words of the Shunammite
woman. Leaving her only boy dead on the bed, she ran to the
home of the man of God. In reply to the questions: "Is all well with
you ... with your husband ... and with your son?" she was able to
reply: "All is
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well."2 What faith this woman had, and I felt the Lord was telling me that whatever
happened, 'all would be well' with my Jim.
The following day Jim asked to see the grandchildren. They all came to visit, and although he
was very poorly, he lifted his head from the pillow, and looking at the youngsters, he said: "Put
Jesus first in your lives and everything else will fall into place." He kept repeating these
words, and this affected us all profoundly. My family and church friends were a great
comfort to me in the days immediately after Jim's death.
As time passed, how was it?
There comes a time after the funeral that you have to get used to being on your own. The pain
inside is so real, as is the longing to see Jim and to talk to him again. I am sure that many
have been through something similar. I often wept before the Lord, and felt His presence
near me on these occasions. Every time I opened my Bible, I seemed to hear the Lord telling
me how near He was in verses such as, but as for me, it is good to be near God.3 Then one
Lord's Day morning, an elder in my church led us in ministry from Isa.61: He has sent me to
bind up the brokenhearted ...to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of
joy instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. I suddenly
realised that, although I was sad, the Lord wanted to bring something good out of this
experience.
Did you take any practical steps in that direction?
From then on I had a deep longing to talk to the mothers from the toddlers' group. They had
been a big part of my life for some years, and had sent me lovely cards and flowers over this
period. I knew I could use the opportunity to thank them and maybe the Lord would help
me to tell them of my faith. I made them all a bookmark with the Lord's words, "I am the
resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die."4 A
few weeks later, one of the 'grans' asked me if she could talk to me about the verse I had
given them. She told me how when she got home she had asked her husband to find their
old Bible to check if Jesus really had said those words. When they found it to be true, the
words seemed to sink into their hearts. They had lost a little girl of three many years earlier
and had never got over the loss. I was able to assure her from the words of David, who said
when he lost his baby son, "I will go to him, but he will not return to me."5 She seemed to
be comforted. From the many conversations I have had with her, I feel both she, and her
husband, believe and are trusting in Jesus.
Doreen, thank you very much. Do you have a final thought for our readers?
One morning I was reading in Ps.32:10, "The LORD's unfailing love surrounds the one
who trusts in him." I thought of God's love being like a blanket, and realized that when I
feel sad or lonely, I should pull His blanket of love closer around me.
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One-anothering

Judging one another
by Ira Williamson, Trinidad, USA
The Royal Gorge Bridge in Colorado spans a 938 foot gap across the
Arkansas River. Far more impressive is the 955 foot drop to the river
below - making this the highest bridge in the USA and the highest in
the world until 2001.
As a popular tourist destination, I remember an advertisement that
simply said: '500,000 people can't be wrong!' above a stunning
photograph of this impressive canyon. I understand the sentiment,
but the truth is ... they can be. In fact, there are over 7 billion people
in the world and every one of them is wrong to some degree.
Including you!
When considering the subject of judging one another, Jesus' teaching
in Matt.7:1-6 is very instructive. Though it begins with the often
misused statement, "Do not judge...", these few verses teach us how
not to judge and lead us to understand the proper exercise and value
of 'righteous judgment'. Not only is righteous judgment allowed, it is
- as we will consider later - a requirement of disciples of Christ.
However, the more often practised aspects of judging one another
need to be eliminated so that we might better search each other in
God's will. The hypercritical, self-righteous judgment which Jesus
condemned is addressed by looking in the mirror and seeing ourselves
clearly first.
James emphasizes the point,1 categorically stating that people who
carelessly bring critical or slanderous accusations against others are
actually guilty of setting themselves as judges not only of those
persons, but of the Law: He who speaks against a brother or judges his
brother, speaks against the law and judges the law. Judgmental
words erode relationships and, before too long, a great gulf appears often with no bridge to
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cross it! People sometimes seem near to us - in our families, our churches, our neighbours yet the separation is real, and deep.
Love bridges this gap and, in fact, avoids it in the first place! Those we love, we judge less
and gossip about less. Those we love we consider more, encourage more and protect
more. Is there a 'gap' near you that needs a bridge? Jesus also simply said, "Love one
another"2 - more than a good idea; it's a command from God.
Of course this is easier said than done, but perhaps it would help us to consider the Apostle
Paul's command: Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away
from you, along with all malice. Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each
other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you. 3 Remember our helpless state before
God? What did He do? Could we ever be more gracious than Him? Certainly not, but
should we be less? Though Paul's list of things that are to be put away from us does not
include 'judging one another', these are all aspects of that divisive, destructive and eroding
judgment that we must avoid.
The Gospel message is a lens that displays the clearest view of ourselves. We were saved
from the very things we are often quick to judge in others. If God were so quick to judge,
Jesus would never have seen Calvary and we would never have seen Him! But God is patient
and full of mercy. And we have been called to follow this same path - not just seeing
ourselves as God sees us, but seeing others from God's perspective too.
It's easy to see the danger of this destructive judgment, but we must understand the
importance of righteous judgment. In Matt.7 Jesus teaches us 'first' to look at ourselves 'then'
with clear unobstructed vision to help remove the speck from our brother's eye. We do not
turn a blind eye to sin, rather one cleared by carefully looking into God's Word.4 Righteous
judgment in this case involves a beneficial act of good will, rather than a hypocritical
criticism that does no good.
In Jn 7:24 Jesus says, "Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous
judgment." This leaves little room for opinion. God's Word is our source of righteous
judgment.
With a Spirit-led view of ourselves, a Bible-based assessment of those we consider, and
words spoken in love, those around us would not only be closer, but stronger and healthier as
well. That in turn would have a positive effect on us - and may even result in removing that
'log' we'd missed ourselves!
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One-anothering

Praying for one
another
by Gareth Andrews, Melbourne, Australia
You also must help us by prayer…1
Daniel is very well known as a man of prayer,2 and for good reason.
The regularity, context and content of Daniel's prayers are a great
example to us as to when, where and how to pray.
Daniel knew, too, the help of being prayed for by others. When their
lives were threatened by the King, he brought his three companions
together and told them to seek mercy from the God of heaven
concerning their plight - in effect, to pray for their very lives.3 We
can only imagine what that time of prayer together must have been
like! God answered their prayers during the night, and we should
note that Daniel responded immediately with praise and
thanksgiving.
Similarly, when Peter was in prison and his life was in danger it is
recorded that earnest prayer was made to God by the church - a time
of collective prayer extending into the night.4 Their prayers were
answered so unequivocally that, when Peter arrived at their door, they
couldn't even believe it at first.
Of course, praying for one another should not be limited to times of
extreme danger or need, and Paul says that we should be praying
regularly in all ways for all people: for peace, salvation and
knowledge of the truth: First of all, then, I urge that supplications,
prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for
kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful
and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. This is good, and it
is pleasing in the sight
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of God our Saviour, who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the
truth.5
So praying for all people is good and it is pleasing to God. How much, then, are we
especially burdened to pray for our fellow brothers and sisters whom we serve alongside in
faith and love? Paul, again, wrote to the saints in Ephesus: For this reason, because I have
heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, I do not cease to
give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers.6 In one flowing sentence Paul then
shows us what he prays for them: that they might gain a deep and progressive enlightenment
into God's purpose and provision for them.
At the end of this letter, too, we see the central importance of prayer with putting on the whole
armour of God. Do we appreciate that in all circumstances, we should be praying at all times
in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication ... with all perseverance, making supplication
for all the saints? 7
Paul's commitment and purpose in praying for all the saints is recorded in many of his letters.
Likewise, we see this great man of God, like Daniel, requesting and valuing the prayers of
others too.8 Are we able to share our deepest needs, fears, and even sins, with each other?9 It's
surely not easy at times and it does require an effective relationship with each other built on
faith, love, harmony and humility. If we are to have the blessing of this union of prayer we
must not judge one another and we must practise forgiving, encouraging, and loving one
another.
The Lord Jesus showed the disciples that the basis of our prayers is "Our Father ..."10 With a
greater sense of wonder and appreciation for our adoption and the love that God has shown
for our fellow brothers and sisters, our prayers for each other will be transformed from a
'religious' or business-like list of repeated requests into earnest prayers of petition, marked with
preparation, perseverance and praise.
References:
(1) 2 Cor.1:11 (2) Dan.6:10 (3) Dan.2:18 (4) Acts 12:5 (5) 1 Tim.2:1-4 (6) Eph.1:15-21
(7) Eph.6:16-19 (8) Eph.6:19-20; 2 Cor.1:11 (9) Jas.5:13-16 (10) Matt.6:5-13
Bible quotations from ESV
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One-anothering

Loving one another
by Tony Jones, Aberkenfig, Wales
Do you ever scratch your head when hearing a quotation and think, "Is
that scripture or just some wisdom of the world?" 'Love covers a
multitude of sins' is often cited with perhaps many not knowing that
they are in fact the words of God, even if slightly misquoted.
Peter knew the forgiving love of his Lord rescuing him from his bitter
experience.1 He'd also been instructed that he was not to enumerate
how often his brother offended him.2 Love is the key.
Three times the Lord investigated the depth of Peter's love for Him.3
In Jn 13 and Jn 15, though, Jesus says four times that we should love
one another. Don't we, too, find that our love for the Lord comes
more readily than that for our brothers and sisters? Peter was paying
close attention that Passover night, knowing that there was something
special taking place, so his writings are based on his own appreciation
that no doubt came afterwards.
Peter encourages the readers of his first letter to love each other
deeply because love covers over a multitude of sins.4 His next words
give us some advice as to how to effect this love for each other: Offer
hospitality to one another without grumbling. Each one should use
whatever gift he has received to serve others.5 The Lord underlines by
His own actions the blessing to be found in spending time together,
often in houses over a meal, and gives us the sublime example of
humility and service in the washing of His disciples' feet.6 Peter's
words are from experience of being with the Lord, and an insight
worth consideration as we deal with this recurring challenge of
loving each other.
John, the loved disciple, also took to heart those specific words of the
Lord on that Passover celebration evening,
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referring to them no less than five times in his epistles. In 1 Jn 4:7-12 he uses three approaches
with supporting arguments as to why we should love each other:
1) Let us love one another for love comes from God.7 This appeal is made on the grounds
that the God whom we serve is love and exudes love. We are His children, as John has
previously asserted, so we should pray for release from our selfishness to live out our Father's
character. We need to take a deep interest in each other and let that work out into a caring
love. Let us!
2) Since God so loved us, we ought to love one another.8 This time John lays a duty on us:
it's meaningful because of Calvary. To fulfil our responsibility more effectively, pray for
deeper insight into that atoning sacrifice. This helps us to not be critical of others as we
become more aware of our own significant failings. We ought!
3) No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is
made complete in us.9 John suggests that, as we embrace this command, there will be an
outworking of God's love which otherwise does not happen. He makes the point that people
cannot see God Himself, so linking this to the Lord's own comment - "By this all men will
know that you are my disciples, if you love one another, "10 we see why it is vital. Our prayer
based on this can be that our love for each other speaks volumes of Christ, and attracts others to
Him. If we!
The Lord set the bar high saying, "As I have loved you, so you must love one another."11 On
that centre cross, His love covered over the multitude of our sins (in the even more
wonderful sense of atoning for them fully). Of course we love Him, so let's love one
another more as well.
References:
(1) Jn 18:17,25,27; Jn 21:15-17 (2) Matt.18:21-22 (3) Jn 21:17 (4) 1 Pet.4:8
(5) 1 Pet.4:9-10 (6) Jn 13:1-17 (7) 1 Jn 4:7 (8) 1 Jn 4:11 (9) 1 Jn 4:12 (10) Jn 13:35
(11) Jn 13:34
Bible quotations from NIV
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One-anothering

Members of one
another
by Richard Hutchinson, Vancouver, Canada
In a number of his epistles Paul uses the metaphor of each individual
saint being a member of an organic whole, limbs and organs within a
body. He specifically refers to it in Romans, 1 Corinthians, Ephesians,
and Colossians. There appear to be two distinct strains of thought that
he uses the metaphor to emphasize.
In Rom.12:3-5, he is encouraging the saints not to consider
themselves individually, putting weight upon their own talents and
gifts, or to place any more emphasis on other people who have
certain gifts, but to recognize that all members of 'the body of
Christ' have their function and role, thus each is vital to the proper
working of the body - a point revisited at length in 1 Cor.12.
We should draw strength from knowing we are each members of a
vast network of millions who share the same faith and the same
purposes and that, despite our differences, God is using the various
members of 'the body of Christ' to glorify Himself throughout the
world. We are privileged to contribute to that and it should encourage
us in our service.
Each church of God is intended to be a local expression of that Body,
and the lessons Paul emphasizes should be applied in that scope also.
Do we consider how God has gifted others and how that might
complement our own gifts in achieving God's will? We can too
easily see ourselves as autonomous units ploughing our own furrow,
frustrated at the inaction of others or their lack of vision, but it is
essential to place our service within the context of those with whom
we are members - in doing so we may encourage those who aren't as
active,
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for whatever reason. If you feel you have no room to exercise your gift, or feel like you have
no gift to employ, speak to your overseers and explain that you want to contribute and they
should be able to recognize how best God can use you and allow you to grow.
In Eph.4, Paul is stressing the importance of the unity of the Body, and uses the commonality
we have, being members of each other in the Body, as reason to consider how we treat one
another. The saints are encouraged to deal honestly and speak the truth to their neighbour in
Eph.4:25 and in Eph.4:31,32 Paul calls on them to let go of all malice, bitterness and anger,
and instead to be kind, tenderhearted and forgiving. We are all members of one another,
linked profoundly through Christ, and hurting each other only serves to injure the whole,
whereas when each part is working properly, the body grows, building itself up in love.1
The purpose of a body is to grow and develop into a strong, functioning vehicle for
agency. For the Church, the Body of Christ, specifically, the purpose is to operate upon the
earth - throughout local churches of God - as an agent of God's will, carrying out His
purposes. Bodies need sustenance to develop and strengthen, and the Body of Christ will
only grow when each part is working in loving harmony, fulfilling its own role and allowing
others to fulfil theirs.
Being members of one another should make us more conscious of our brothers and sisters in
Christ. Their joy should be our joy and their sorrow our sorrow2 to the point where we feel,
through the depth of our concern, as bound by their circumstance as they do.3 The love that
Jesus Christ has for each member of His body should be flowing through us to them also, as
we strive for the unity of the Body not only in doctrine (though we have a responsibility
there too), but to be united in our love for each other with the aim that we grow up in every way
into him who is the head, into Christ.4 We can't do that without love, or by refusing to see
the part others have to play. We are one body in Christ, and individually members one of
another5 - there is great encouragement and a stern challenge in meditating upon that.
References:
(1) Eph.4:16 (2) 1 Cor.12:26-27; 2 Cor.11:28-29 (3) Heb.13:3 (4) Eph.4:15 (5) Rom.12:5
Bible quotations from ESV
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Mission

Prospects in
Musselburgh
by Joanne Hutchison, Paul Fisher & Paul Merchant, Scotland
When you are at a church service, is the sermon too long, with long
words you don't understand, hymns about strange 'Bread of heaven'
and then your concentration wanders and you feel excluded rather
than included?
For people with a learning disability, their experience of church
services is often like this. If you find things difficult to understand; if
you can't read; or if you do take time to respond and later some folk
avoid you after the service: then church is not inclusive, welcoming and
relevant. It is exclusive, confusing and irrelevant.

What is Prospects?
Prospects is a UK Christian charity with the mission to share the
Christian faith with children and adults with learning disabilities.
Every two weeks, Musselburgh Church of God runs a Prospects
group for half a dozen adults with learning disabilities with three
leaders.

Who attends your Prospects group?
Gerry is a wheelchair user in his 30s and lives with three other
adults in a house with 24/7 care. Gerry values the friendship of the
Prospects group and enjoys the familiar songs. He now contributes a
short prayer during prayer time.
Elaine is in her 50s, lives with her elderly mother and has a learning
disability and some autistic behaviours such as persistent
questioning about the dates of meetings for the next three months,
recounts in detail her activities of the previous week and at every
meeting insists on her favourite song, 'Heaven is our Home'.
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Elaine has progressed in her prayers to not only praying for herself, but for others too.

What happens at a Prospects group?
The usual evening programme includes refreshments, news, gentle seated exercise, songs,
teaching and drama, prayer and grace, and finishes with more refreshments. At the start we
share our news of the past two weeks, and then we sit in a circle and have some gentle
exercise as we all hold tight to a large red stretch sheet and bounce a ball around. We always
start our singing period with a 5-word song "The Father Himself loves you' which is our
way of affirming God's love for us at the start of the meeting as we walk around singing and
signing with fingers and hands or playing our percussion instruments.
In the 20 minute teaching programme, we have a short Bible reading, explain the story and
then enjoy a drama or stick pictures in scrapbooks to compile a book as a teaching tool and
memory for each person. Our teaching themes have included a series on 'Objects in Jesus'
life' using tool box, bread and wine, coat, fish, a Bible, a bottle of perfume, a cross.
Themes are linked to the life, death and resurrection of Jesus to maintain the simplicity and
repetition of the gospel.
Our prayer time is deliberately quiet and reflective, when we sit in a circle and light a candle
to create a calm atmosphere. The candle is like our fragile, flickering faith giving a little
light and warmth in our world. We use 'echo prayers' whereby each short sentence of the
prayer is repeated by everyone. In this way group members learn to pray, the speaker is kept
to short sentences and it keeps prayers brief and relevant. Now all the adults with learning
disabilities contribute to prayer time which is an encouraging sign of spiritual development.
And Gerry is quick to blow out the candle after! We close the session by standing in a circle
as we say the grace of 2 Cor.13:14 together. The Prospects meeting starts with a song about
the Father's love and closes with a grace from Scripture.

Why is Prospects important?
In his teaching about Christ's church, the apostle Paul uses the example of the human body to
describe it. Everyone in the church has a different function but we are all of equal value. We
need to be interdependent in order to keep healthy. On the contrary, those parts of the body
that seem to be weaker are indispensable... But God has combined the members of the body
and has given greater honour to the parts that lacked it, so that there should be no division
in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other (1 Cor.12:22-25 NIV).
The Prospects group is able to respond to the spiritual needs of people like Gerry and
Elaine allowing mutually indispensable gifts to be exercised. Many
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assume it will require specialist skills and unusual expertise. Rather, it requires people who can
be accepting, be friends and be simple in sharing Jesus and the truth and love which lie at the
heart of our faith.
(Names of attendees have been changed.)
Further info, www.prospects.org.uk or merchantpaul@hotmail.com

1
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Universalism

Who will be saved?
by Brian Fullarton, Bathgate, Scotland
This doctrine of universalism, propagated by Origen (185-254
AD), makes the claim that every person who has lived in this
world, all through its existence, and no matter their way of life and
belief system, will ultimately be eternally saved.
Additionally, even angelic beings, who sided with Satan in his
rebellion against his Creator, will somehow receive forgiveness
and thereby avoid eternal punishment, despite the severity of their
sinful actions. The principal logic behind these beliefs is that
Christ's sacrifice was a sufficient remedy, and that surely God
will be more glorified in saving everyone than in letting Satan be
victorious in securing the eternal punishment of multitudes.
Such assertions, of course, run counter to what is clearly and
unequivocally emphasised in God's own Word. Moreover, the
above logic is faulty, because it presumes we may know better
than God, who is all-knowing. Since God is holy and absolutely
sovereign, His choice as to who should benefit from Christ's
sacrifice is both just and right, and beyond question by His
creatures.1 Old and New Testament scriptures indicate that, in His
wisdom, God has provided salvation on His own terms, and will
be glorified in the outcome.
He looks for the action of simple human faith, and the
acknowledgement of His absolute authority in, and assent to, what
He says and asks for.

Unequivocal testimony
All earth-born people are classified in God's Word as rebellious
sinners estranged from God: they are all under sin.2 The Scriptures
speak unquestionably as to how God will enact His judgement upon
those who
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have openly rejected His will and warnings; they are numerous and we cite but two to
validate our understanding and conviction of God's verdict and retribution upon
unrepentant human beings and also sinning angelic creatures:
(1) in flaming fire taking vengeance on those (i.e. people of this earth) who do not know
God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. These shall be
punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of
His power.3
(2) For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and delivered
them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment.4

Universality of the Gospel
There can be no doubt that salvation is available for all who repent of their sin and place
simple trust in the person and atoning sacrifice of Christ. The offer of mercy, forgiveness,
and reconciliation is open to everyone, without exception or exclusion.5 Christ has paid the
ransom price for the redemption of the human soul, but only those who believe in Him are the
beneficiaries. Those who don't, forfeit that promise of pardon and put themselves under the
righteous condemnation of a holy God.6

The will of God
Some have asked, "Does God get what God wants?" noting that 1 Tim.2:4 indicates God
wants all men to be saved. This scripture is quite accurately translated in the NKJV - who
desires all men to be saved. The underlying Greek word 'thelo', translated 'desires' here,
indicates the mind and will of God being along a certain direction and Him doing something
to achieve the best result without enforcement. (An alternative Greek noun, ‘thelema’ not
used here, is often translated 'will'; it has to do with the determinate and unchangeable
decree of the Almighty which, no matter what, will be brought to fruition). God's desires
extend not only to the salvation of souls but also the meeting of just requirements. It is
therefore instructive to see that God here uses the word for desire rather than talk about a predetermined conclusion. God will indeed get what God wants, and His justice and mercy will
be perfectly satisfied!
References:
(1) Rom.9:15-16,22-24; Rom.11:33 (2) Ps.14:1-3; Rom.3:9 (3) 2 Thess.1:8-9 and see
Rev.20:10,15 (4) 2 Pet.2:4 (5) Acts 20:21; Jn 3:15-16; Rom.10:11-13 (6) 1 Tim.2:6;
Jn 3:18; 1 Jn 5:12
Bible Quotations from NKJV
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Methods of Bible study

Studying with your heart
by Karl Smith, Kirkintilloch, Scotland
The most important thing to do with the Bible is to read it! A little
time with God's Word every day is an absolute necessity for the
Christian who wants to survive as a disciple of the Lord Jesus in this
world.
It is also good to sit down and read through the Bible from beginning
to end in longer instalments. This gives a sense of perspective as to how
the little chunks we read morning by morning fit into the wider picture
of the whole Word of God. Once we have gained a broad sense of the
Bible's overall narrative, however, it is good to go beyond reading
and to study God's Word. Even an hour each week spent looking
carefully at the way words are used in the Bible, for example, or the
places and people we read about, will really enrich your enjoyment of
your normal Bible reading. If you are not sure about how to go about
this, our series gives some suggestions.
The first rule of Bible study is to look for something to obey. Love for
the Word of God makes us want to get into it because there we will
find His will so that we may do it. God doesn't want us to study just to
get more knowledge. He wants us to love Him more and more as we
understand more of His ways. We express this love by obeying His
commandments. The list of things the Scriptures provide in 2
Tim.3:16-17 concludes with training in righteousness, that the man of
God may be complete, equipped for every good work. If our Bible
study is not equipping us to do good for the Master, it is not
achieving its purpose.
It's not just a head thing - it's a heart thing. We read of one leader
amongst God's Old Testament people that
74
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Ezra had set his heart to study the Law of the LORD, and to do it and to teach his statutes
and rules in Israel.1 Ezra's heart was in his Bible study and the good hand of his God was on
him.2 In response, we read On the second day the heads of fathers' houses of all the people,
with the priests and the Levites, came together to Ezra the scribe in order to study the words of
the Law.3 As a result, they recovered the commandment to keep the feast of tabernacles (or
booths), which seems to have been neglected. As they kept this forgotten festival, there was
very great rejoicing.4
Our study of the Word of God may bring repentance as we recover neglected truth, but
implementing what we have studied in our lives and in our churches leads to real praise to
God. Think of those who re-discovered from their study the significance of the simple
breaking of bread and of our access into heaven as we gather to remember the Lord Jesus.
Think of those who re-discovered the truth about the Lord's coming for believers and His
return to rule on earth. Think of those who rediscovered the pattern for the relationship of
love and unity between each church of God and for leadership amongst God's people. These
joyful discoveries were the result of serious study of the Bible over many generations and we're
grateful to each Ezra who set his heart to study, do and teach. Similarly, as we ourselves
study we will discover things that the Lord wants to apply to our individual lives and as we
do so, there will be repentance and rejoicing.
Bible study will not happen unless we make it happen. You may need to set aside a
particular time in the week when you have no other commitments. Finding an hour or two
without interruptions can be difficult, especially with family, work and church.
Nevertheless, the sacrifice will be rewarded in the here and now. As you dig into the context
of each verse, you are digging a well which the Holy Spirit will fill more deeply with joy
each time you return to them.
References:
(1) Ezra 7:10 (2) Ezra 7:9 (3) Neh.8:13 (4) Neh.8:17
Bible quotations from ESV
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Methods of Bible study

Finding your way around
the Bible
by Karl Smith, Kirkintilloch, Scotland
Bible study can take many forms. We may want to follow a
character or look up the references to a particular incident. Perhaps
we want to find help on a particular aspect of living such as
overcoming temptation, relationships or knowing the joy of the
Lord. Perhaps we want to find guidance on scriptural teaching
affecting aspects of our church life. The person of the Lord Jesus
Himself is an especially rewarding subject to research. He Himself is
our lovely example and we treasure everything about Him. We will
never run short of things to meditate on about Him and this will fuel
and enrich our worship too.
The Bible is a big book. If we want to know what the Bible as a
whole says about a particular issue, it would take too long to start
each time at Gen.1:1 and go on to Rev.22:21, stopping each time we
came across the subject in which we were interested.
There are, however, tools that can help us here. A concordance, for
example, is like a dictionary, but it lists each time every English word
is used in the Bible. You can get them for most Bible versions. Before
the days of computers, men like Dr James Strong and Robert Young
did painstaking work to provide these invaluable tools that are still in
use today.
Even these, however, are only a springboard. The Bible might discuss
the topic you are interested in without using the particular word for
which you happened to search. Say you wanted to study the Lord
Jesus' teaching on prayer. Simply looking for 'pray' in a
concordance, you might conclude that the Lord's upper
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room ministry in Jn 14-16 only speaks about the Lord Jesus praying, but doesn't give any
instruction for us. You'd miss out on three or four key passages on the subject, just because the
word itself is not used, including such gems as, "Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do,
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it."1
Also a person may be referred to without his or her own name being used.
Many Bibles have cross-references in a column in the middle of each page. A small letter
above certain words corresponds to the same letter in the column, where you will see a list of
verses. These have been compiled by scholars to point to other key passages where a place
or person appears. Sometimes they show other places where broadly the same concept is
being dealt with so that we can compare different parts of the Bible by theme. We must, of
course, be careful to note differences as well as similarities between verses connected in these
ways. The cross-references provide a valuable resource for study inside our Bible editions
themselves without turning to lots of reference books. For more extensive help on where to
find things, we might invest in a topical (i.e. by topic) dictionary of the Bible or similar
book.
Some study tools such as commentaries on particular books, or on the Bible as a whole,
give interpretations from Bible students. These can be enormously helpful as we can turn to a
verse that is puzzling us and find what others have thought about it. It is worth saying,
however, that it is best to study a passage thoroughly yourself before turning to someone
else's interpretation. The Holy Spirit has promised to "... guide you into all the truth"2 and so
we ask that He may do this each time we sit down to reflect on the Scriptures. Even the most
scholarly commentaries can consciously or unconsciously reflect the preferences or
denominational bias of the writer. Get a range of views rather than reading just one
commentator all the time.
If you are interested to know what has been published in the churches of God on a particular
passage topic over the years, NT and its sister publication Bible Studies are now searchable
online. As with the concordance, you may need to type in more than one phrase to get the
best out of this. Other booklets address specific topics that might help your study. Seek and
you shall find!
References:
(1) Jn 14:13-14 (2) Jn 16:13
Bible quotations from ESV
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Methods of Bible study

Choosing a Bible
translation for study
by Karl Smith, Kirkintilloch, Scotland
The Bible was not given to us originally in English. The Old
Testament, mainly for the people of Israel, was given in their
Hebrew language. Some sections in Ezra and Daniel use Aramaic, the
dialect the Lord Jesus Himself probably spoke. By the Lord's time,
Greek was understood across most of the Mediterranean world, the
Romans having taken over the Eastern part of their Empire from the
Greeks. God therefore chose this language for the written revelation
in the New Testament.
There is then no single 'inspired' English translation of the Scriptures.
It is important, however, to choose a version of the Bible that
represents the inspired original faithfully. A lot of the study tools you
may want to use are based on the Authorised (or King James)
Version of 1611, so you may find this beautiful version helpful to use.
An update called the New King James Version keeps the old
vocabulary where it has not dropped out of use, but uses the grammar
of contemporary English to make it easier to follow. Since 1611, more
copies of the original manuscripts have come to light and more recent
versions take these into account. I personally like to use a version that
aims to put the same English word for the same Greek word
throughout, except where this makes the meaning unclear or the
context dictates otherwise. The Revised Version aimed to do this and
so do its successors, such as the English Standard Version or the New
American Standard Bible. This way you can have a fair idea of which
Greek word stands behind the English word you are reading. The
important thing, however, is that you use a version you can
understand.
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Some study tools exist to help those of us (including myself) who have not mastered the
original languages. An analytical concordance (such as Young's) groups the English words
according to the word in the original that they are translating. A lexicon is a special
concordance that lists Greek and Hebrew words in alphabetical order instead of English
ones. Many computer programmes exist that make all this much easier. You can click on a
word in a verse and see straightaway which Greek word it translates and another click will
give you all the places that this Greek word occurs! This helps in making connections
between verses that we might otherwise miss. For instance, the golden cover of the ark of
the covenant with the carved cherubim is translated 'mercy seat' in Heb.9:5, adopting the
language of the Old Testament. The Greek word for mercy seat is hilasterion. In Rom.3, the
word is translated 'propitiation', which means making peace with God, usually by a
sacrifice: Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received
by faith (Rom.3:24-25 ESV).
Propitiation for the sins of the individual by Christ's death in our place is the subject of
Rom.3. When we realise this same word is the New Testament name for the Old Testament
mercy seat, where blood was sprinkled annually for the sins of the people, it brings out an
interesting linking thought. For a nation of people with sin in their hearts, to approach God
would only have brought the judgement of a righteous God, but the shedding and sprinkling
of blood in this inner sanctuary is also a 'propitiation' that cleansed everything and allowed
them to come near. This was part of the purpose of Christ's sacrifice - to propitiate God so
that a New Testament people can enter His presence together and bring sacrifices of
praise.
Access to Hebrew and Greek scholarship also helps to recognise subtle distinctions
between ideas that a single English word might hide. For example, the Lord's question, "Do
you love me?" in Jn 21:15-17, appears to be the same each of the three times in our English
translation. Two different words for ‘love’ appear in the original, however. The first two
times, the Lord Jesus asks, "Do you agape me?" (often found as an all-consuming unselfish
love of the whole will). Peter replies, "Yes Lord; you know that I phileo you," (usually an
affectionate love based on cherishing someone). The third time, the Lord uses Peter's word
in the question. Perhaps this suggests that the Lord accepts our phileo, but wants our agape
love.
Obviously it is a real advantage to learn these languages or to use the shortcuts outlined
above. Please, however, don't be put off studying the Bible if this is not for you. In whatever
language, the Lord's requirements of us and the depths of His love become more real to us the
more we study the words God uses to convey them to us.

2014-79

Methods of Bible study

Letting the Bible
interpret itself
by Karl Smith, Kirkintilloch, Scotland
The key to interpreting the Old Testament is the New Testament.
Christ fulfilled the Law of Moses and is the saviour Messiah
promised through the prophets and celebrated in the Psalms. The
study of the Law should have highlighted Israel's need of this Saviour
and, as we study it, we can marvel at the beauties of its justice, but also
understand our inability to match up to the majestic holiness of God.
This was Paul's experience: For I delight in the law of God, in my
inner being, but I see in my members another law waging war against
the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells
in my members.1 This is why he describes it elsewhere as our
schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ.2
The Pharisees failed in their study of the Scriptures because they
would not recognise that Christ was the key to it all. The Lord said to
them, "You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you
have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me."3 Under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, we are unlikely to make the same
mistake.
Very often Old Testament Scriptures are quoted in the New. It is
always helpful to see what the Lord or the apostles say about a verse
from a tricky section of the Old Testament. For example, John looked
at the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus on the cross and thought of the
Passover lamb.4 The fact that He died before the soldiers came to break
His bones, reminded John of the commandment that "...you shall not
break any of its bones."5 This gives a vital clue that the details of the
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animal sacrifices of the Old Testament reveal aspects of the Lord's sacrificial death on the
cross. In the next verse, John quotes Zechariah's prophecy about a time when people would
look on me, on him whom they have pierced.6 This shows that the person spoken of in this
passage is indeed the Lord Jesus. Later in Rev.1:7 John goes on to apply this to a time to come
when others will look on Him with the same sense of awe, perhaps guilt, as the Roman
centurion who looked on in Jn 19. With this key in mind, we suddenly understand that the last
three chapters of Zechariah explain the realisation among the Jews in a time to come that
Jesus was their Messiah after all, giving details about this wonderful turning point in their
future that we wouldn't otherwise have. These - and other texts in the Scriptures - help to
explain the large numbers of Israelites faithful to the Lord Jesus in the end times narrated in
Revelation. God will take up His purposes with them when the Christians of this age are taken
up into heaven. John's quotation of Zechariah also shows that the same prophecy may find
its fulfilment in more than one event. The wonder of the Word of God is that these meanings
have been contained in it all along and the living person of Christ brings them out. There's not
space to develop this here, but for the serious student of future events, a helpful explanation
of how to approach the technicalities of prophetic texts can be found in George Prasher's book,
'A study of Prophetic Principles'. Here in the space of two verses in Jn 19, we see how the New
Testament illustrated the method of studying both the offerings and of prophecy. The same is
true of any other subject we may wish to follow through on.
This unfolding of the Lord's purposes can be seen in our study of the New Testament. The
Lord Jesus' words were mainly spoken to Israel and have a special relevance to their national
context both then and in the end times. The Gospel writers, however, and the epistles amplify
how to apply his teaching in our (mainly Gentile) church age. The Acts show how to spread
the Gospel and a model of church growth and structure that are normative for our time. The
Epistles show what was - and what was not - desired in individual and church life. Whatever
our need, God has provided for it. Moses said of the Law: "it is no empty word for you, but
your very life, and by this word you shall live long in the land that you are going over the
Jordan to possess."7 Let's get into it and live by it ourselves.
References:
(1) Rom.7:22-23 (2) Gal.3:24 KJV (3) Jn 5:39 (4) Jn 19:36 (5) Ex.12:46 (6) Zech.12:10
(7) Deut.32:47
Bible quotations from ESV
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On the scrap heap?
by Gilbert Grierson, Knocknacloy, N. Ireland
"To the scrap heap!" That's what I occasionally have to say when I
open the kiln door and remove the pots that have just completed their
ten-hour firing process. Taking out the jugs, bowls and mugs one by
one and examining them closely, sometimes reveals that cracks have
developed or a glaze has run or that the intense heat (1100 deg. C)
has caused the pot to blister. So to the scrap heap outside the pottery
door it goes! Thankfully, not many end up this way, for a lot of time
and energy has been expended on moulding, decorating and firing
each pot.
Paul, writing to the saints at Corinth, reminds them that they, or at least
their bodies, are jars of clay.1 What was true for them is also true for
us; our physical composition is made up of dust from the ground2
like Adam. Our bodies deteriorate with time, get old and weak,
develop serious physical ailments, show evidence of unavoidable
mental aging and are prone to the effects of our inherited fallen, sinful
nature. At death, our bodies return to dust!3
But, praise God, these bodies contain a 'treasure'! And this treasure
will never decay or perish. It is our spiritual life, given as a gift from
God, and it's His life - the life of our Lord Jesus. He lives in the
believer!4 That is the most amazing truth about the Christian life, and
because of it we shall never, ever, end up on the 'scrap heap'.
Jesus said, "I give them eternal life, and they will never perish."5
Sadly, we do fail at times. Our love waxes and wanes - goes up and
down like a temperature chart at the end of the hospital bed. If our
salvation depended upon ourselves, we would soon be rejects. But
we are reminded that he who began a good work in you will bring it
to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.6 He is the potter - the Master
Potter - and we are the clay. He
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suffered the intense heat of His Calvary experience on our account, and He won't fail to
finish His work. Isaiah's prophecy reminds us that He shall see of the travail of His soul,
and shall be satisfied.7
One future day, He will see the results of His finished work; there won't be any mistakes on
His part, (though we ourselves could lose some of our rewards at the judgement seat of Christ
when our lives of obedient service to Him as Lord are assessed).
So take courage! You and I are living in jars of clay. We may suffer many knocks and
bruises, afflictions, even persecutions because of our faith, experience mental and physical
wear and tear, and maybe battle against chronic conditions day after day, or even have a
terminal illness.
But, Paul writes, ... we do not lose heart. Though our outward self is wasting away, our
inner self is being renewed day by day. For this light momentary affliction is preparing for
us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen
but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that
are unseen are eternal.8
References:
(1) 2 Cor.4:7 (2) Gen.2:7 (3) Gen.3:19 (4) 2 Cor.4:6-11; Col.1:27 (5) Jn 10:28
(6) Phil.1:6 (7) Isa.53:11 RV (8) 2 Cor.4:16-18
Bible quotations from ESV unless otherwise stated
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Where was God
when...?
By Peter Hickling, Cromer, England
... a mudslide killed over 100 people? ... a tsunami killed thousands? ...
six million Jews were murdered? ... 800,000 Tutsis were killed in
around 100 days in Rwanda?
Sceptics will argue 'If there is a God, either he had the power to do
something about them, and did nothing, therefore he doesn't care about
human beings; or he didn't have the power, which negates the very idea
of God'. There are two broad categories here:

Natural disasters
The recent mudslide near Seattle and the tsunamis in the Indian Ocean
have cost many lives - should God be blamed for inaction? Physical
events can be studied scientifically and often predicted. Could God
stop them? On the basis of Scripture, the answer must be 'Yes'. In the
Old Testament God parted the waters of the Red Sea and stopped the
flow of the Jordan; in the New Testament Jesus walked on the sea and
raised the dead. However, these were isolated incidents in which God
reached in from outside Nature for His own purposes; if in every case
He were to act to overcome the laws of physics we would be living in
an unpredictable universe, since what would benefit one person would
not necessarily benefit another. In most cases God expects us to 'keep
calm and carry on'. He provides Christians with the help of the Holy
Spirit within them, and even those who have never bothered much
about God in the past may call on Him in a time of desperate need perhaps leading to a faith that was never there before. We ought to
remember that this is not about earthly life alone; those who die in
disasters have an eternal life to face, and their attitude to God and His
Christ in this life determines that destiny. God does
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care, to the extent that He sent His Son to die to bring people to Himself.

Rampant evil
The month of April 2014 was the 20th anniversary of the genocide in Rwanda, when some
800,000 Tutsi and moderate Hutu people were slaughtered in 100 days by members of the
Hutu tribe, armed for the most part with nothing more advanced than clubs and machetes.
They were organised by members of the armed forces, and even given 'hit lists' of people to
kill. The government radio station urged Hutus to kill Tutsis, telling them to 'weed out the
cockroaches'. This could happen because in a tribally divided country the Hutus were in the
minority, although they were in power. The hard-liners wanted to kill all Tutsi to retain that
power, and incited Hutus to kill neighbours with whom they had long lived peacefully.
Older readers will remember Hitler's 'final solution of the Jewish problem'. The Jews were
an identifiable race, many better-off than average (and many musically and intellectually
gifted), and thus Hitler was able to stir up envy and hatred against them. It ended up with
the deaths of six million Jews, who had first been taken from their homes to concentration
camps, then systematically slaughtered. Most will have seen photographs of the emaciated
bodies of those killed or brought to the verge of death.
How can it happen? How could it happen that the people of countries that produced Bach,
Beethoven, Mozart, Luther, Einstein and Schweitzer should acquiesce in the barbarities of a
demagogue like Hitler? What makes people suddenly murder hundreds of thousands of the
neighbours they had previously lived peacefully with? A reporter who saw hundreds of
people murdered in churches where they had taken refuge, sometimes with the connivance of
the priest, wrote after twenty years of reporting, 'My personal sense now is that there are no
real political solutions to human wickedness. Ironically, as time has progressed, thinking
hard and long about those churches, I have come to believe that the only consolation is
spiritual'.1
He was right. Whether people are highly civilised and 'cultured' or live simple and 'primitive'
lives, human nature is the same - Scripture imprisoned everything under sin.2 What would
you have God do about it? Prevent every sinful action? All of them, or just some serious
ones? Since God hates all sin, He would have to prevent every wrong; to do that would make
us all automata. Instead, God gives us every incentive to do right, by bringing to those who
will trust in His Son a new birth in Him. If we fail, He offers the prospect of forgiveness.
The truth is that God is always here, but He doesn't usually prevent events, either human or
natural ones, but offers strength to survive through them. After all, He has been there
Himself: Christ suffered, both at the hands of men and as the sin-bearer, and overcame it
all.
References: (1) The Spectator, 5th April 2014, p.21 (2) Gal.3:22 ESV
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The Prosperity
Gospel
by Fred Ntido, Lagos, Nigeria
What does 'the prosperity gospel' mean?
The prosperity gospel is sometimes referred to as the 'prosperity
theology', 'health and wealth gospel' or 'the gospel of success'. It
teaches that it is the right of all Christians to be healthy and wealthy.
This right is presented as based on a covenant relationship which God
enters into, with all believers, at the point of salvation. God is
considered bound by His covenant obligations to ensure the health
and wealth of all His children. As such, God and the Holy Spirit are
considered to be at the disposal of believers to bring about
prosperity through positive confession and other 'spiritual' activities
such as giving of tithes and offerings to churches and ministries.
There are Bible passages which the exponents of the prosperity
gospel repeat: ... the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, ... that you
through His poverty might become rich.1 I pray that you may prosper
in all things and be in health, just as your soul prospers.2 But He
was wounded for our transgressions, ... by His stripes we are
healed.3
The prosperity gospel is not a recent phenomenon, although it has
over time increased in the number of adherents. The message of
prosperity preachers centres largely on the hearers contributing
financially to their ministries or churches in order to unlock the door
to unparalleled wealth and blessings. The yardstick for this is usually
Mal.3:10: "Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, ... and try Me now
in this, " says the LORD of hosts, "If I will not... pour out for you such
blessing ..." Many of the prominent prosperity preachers are
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stupendously rich due to the hundreds of thousands and sometimes millions of individuals
donating to their churches and causes. They frequently present themselves as proof of the
authenticity and efficacy of their message. However, what does the Bible actually teach?

The Bible teaching about wealth and health in the Old Testament
Adam and Eve enjoyed unequalled health and wealth prior to the entry of sin. The Lord gave
Adam dominion over all living things and he was created to live forever.4 However, with
the entrance of sin the dynamics of creation changed: man would die, both physically and
spiritually, and he was to labour to meet his basic needs.5 There was now no automatic right to
health and wealth.
In the Old Testament, the Lord reminded the Israelites not to forget that He gave them the
power to get wealth.6 Although He gave specific instructions, compliance with which would
usher in material and physical blessings for the individuals, yet there were still poor and
unhealthy persons amongst the Israelites and continuing support for these was enjoined.7
The Old Testament is replete with references to the all-sufficiency of the Almighty God
and warnings on the danger of a life devoted to the pursuit of wealth.8 The wise man
Solomon observed this.

Does God promise wealth and health in the New Testament?
The New Testament gives clear guidance about health and wealth. The Lord declared: "In
the world you will have tribulation."9 Christians have no guarantee of material and physical
ease.10 They are called to a life of self-denial, knowing that they are strangers and pilgrims in
this world.11 Whilst some believers may be entrusted with material wealth, it is never for selfindulgence, but for the benefit of others who are less privileged.12 There are repeated
injunctions to keep ourselves free from the love of money, to learn contentment and to pursue
godliness. The transience of our present troubles (whether physical or material) is contrasted
with the eternal weight of glory being worked out for us.13

The sovereignty of God
God is sovereign, but the prosperity gospel teaches He cannot do as He pleases.14 He is
depicted as a benevolent benefactor at the service of believers who can get Him to act by
saying the right words in 'faith'. This 'gospel' is a grave error as it enthrones 'the deity of the
believer' who is conferred with similar authority to the Almighty. In the early days of
Christianity there appeared to have been elements of this error, as some deemed godliness a
means to financial gain and others encouraged the pursuit of material prosperity to the
detriment of their spiritual lives. It is to such that the injunction about the love of money
being a root of all evil refers.15
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Dependence on God
Scripture admonishes us to work with all our might and to put our trust in God who gives us all
things richly to enjoy. We are exhorted to be content with food and clothing and, where blessed
with wealth, to employ in it in the furtherance of God's kingdom. We are to store up our
treasures in heaven and to know we cannot serve both God and money. Importantly, the Lord
Jesus instructs us to guard against every form of greed. Greed is the cornerstone of the
prosperity gospel.16
References:
(1) 2 Cor.8:9 (2) 3 Jn 1:2 (3) Isa.53:5 (4) Gen.1:28-30 (5) Gen.3:17-19 (6) Deut.8:18;
Prov.10:22; Eccles.6:2 (7) Deut.28; 15:7 (8) Ps.24:1-2; 50:10-12; Prov.28:22; 27:24
(9) Jn 16:33 (10) Matt.8:20; Matt.16:24; 2 Cor.8:2 (11) 1 Pet.2:11; Heb.13:16
(12) 2 Cor.9:8; 1 Tim.6:17-19; Mk.14:7; Heb.13:16 (13) Heb.13:5; 2 Cor.4:17
(14) Dan.4:32; Isa.45:11 (15) 1 Tim.6:10; 2 Pet.2 (16) Lk.12:15; Matt.6:19,24;
Eccles.9:10; Col.3:23; 1 Tim.6:8,17
Bible quotations from NKJV
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Learning from Him
an interview with Geralde Mag-usara, Davao, Philippines
Tell us a little about your background and current circumstances.
I was raised in a God-fearing family. I thank God for that good start.
But sadly, I was spiritually astray in different denominations I'd been
attending before. This was because I was like the horse's tail:
wherever my father headed, I went too. I wasn't then following what
the Bible says, but was afraid of my dad's punishment if I didn't
follow him. Then I became a backslider and a prodigal son. But in
2004, God used two of his full-time workers (Brian Johnston and
Brian Tugwell) and helped me find the truth. Since then, I began to study
the Bible seriously and I was amazed for the first time that salvation
is eternal, through faith,1 and I was convinced that there's only one
place where God dwells on earth and where He wants us to worship
Him - His house.2 Having newly found these precious truths, I was
added to the Church of God in Tagum in 2005. While still a teenager
and student, I became involved in spreading the Good News including
that about the house of God in places where God was working.
However, God's Enemy tried to stop my service for Him. When
Linnie and I had a relationship while we were both in college, the
Devil tempted us and that resulted in excommunication from the
Church of God. That was a very painful thing to experience in our
lives. But God is so gracious. He corrected our mistake and we
learned so much from it. As in the case of Peter, God used me again for
His service. Now we have a lovely son, John Herald (3 years old),
and we long for him to become a man of God.
In Acts 13:2, Scripture gives us a window into how God's call
became apparent to Saul and Barnabas; how was it in your case?
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I believe the Lord began to speak to me, calling me for His service during my college years.
In all my spare time (usually every weekend and holidays), I became excited to do the
Lord's work, and not to rest and have fun in the vacation with my friends (as college
students usually do). In fact, I became more zealous to study the lesson from my heavenly
Teacher in preparation for the next Bible-sharing message than in studying any college
lesson from my teacher there. When I became aware that many denominations do not
follow the biblical pattern in serving the Master, and that there is also a need for more
servants to care for God's people in the Churches of God here, my heart responded to His
call as echoed from Isa.6:8, "Whom shall I send?" which is parallel to Rom.10:14-15, How
then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in
Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall
they preach, unless they are sent? These verses had a great impact on my life.
What were the biggest challenges to faith in stepping out?
Handling conflict among God's people. Before, I only solved my own problems, but now I
need to also solve problems that are not mine. However, I thank God who gives me strength3
to cope with it. Another challenge is not always being able to discern contacts who are
genuinely truth-seekers. My typical initial ministry here in any new place is in the 'open
air' through showing the 'Jesus' film to a crowd of people. During follow-up, I still find
myself spending time chasing those who are not interested. I am still slow to learn who are
genuinely seeking.
What has been the biggest adjustment so far?
Time management. When I was still single, the work for the Lord took most of my time. My
parents would only see me in our house if I was unwell. But when well, I went elsewhere
evangelizing. I never heard of my parents protesting about my work. But when I got married,
and I did the same as before, my wife protested! Yes, I was guilty that I left almost no time
to spend with my family. I realized that the Apostle Paul, in his own perception, was right
that it is good for a man to remain unmarried so that his time will only be focused on the
things of the Lord.4 However, someone brilliantly advised me to give time for my family it's the Lord's work - not mine. Even our Lord allowed His disciples to take rest.5 From
then on, I realized the essence of managing my time: time for ministerial work and time for
my family. My wife and I made adjustments.
What are the 'desires of your heart'6 before the Lord?
I desire that each of the Churches of God in the Philippines may become mature and active in
witnessing to others. May the Lord open the eyes and hearts of the people we are
witnessing to, that they may grasp the things which are precious to Him and treat them like
treasures.7
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How can we best pray for you in your service for the Master?
Please pray that I manage my time well for the Lord's work, with time for my family also.
May the Lord give me more wisdom, knowledge, guidance, grace and perseverance in doing
His things for His glory. May God help me carry out fully the ministry He has given to
me.8
References:
(1) Jn 10:27-29 (2) Deut.12:13-14; Ex.25:8-9 (3) Phil 4:13 (4) 1 Cor.7:32 (5) Mk.14:32
(6) Ps.37:4 (7) Matt.13:44 (8) 2 Tim 4:5
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Mission

What a relief!
by Colin Jan/is, Swindon, England
I had no sense of what it would feel like to be in Nigeria. "You should be
careful about food, water, walking free, insect bites, toilets, traffic."
"Take a mosquito net, wet wipes, a cheap camera; don't forget your
jabs; stick close, dress down ... but do enjoy it!"
At 53,1 would be truly out of my comfort zone for the first time. It
would turn out to be eye-opening, life-changing, heart-warming! It
was only for 3 weeks but I sobbed into my wife's arms on return. I
knew something of the idea of providing relief in developing
countries. Now I had witnessed and appreciated some of the need;
my senses had captured elements of the tough life. My heart and
mind had begun to grasp the desperate need of those we met which
was battling with their determination. It shone out of the faces and
lives of so many people, young and old. Their love for God and their
trust in Jesus Christ was evident.
Back in the UK, the Fellowship of Churches of God had a Relief
Committee (FRC) in place. It mainly responded to need - to meet
the effects of natural disasters, to enable young people to grow and
learn, and to support personal and communal initiatives that required
funding. Regular giving from churches and individuals had enabled
this essential work. I had seen the effects of flooding but also the
evident drive of individuals with an idea. Shaped plans mixed with
Christian giving could offer hope that was sustainable. It seemed that I
turned full circle and sat down in the FRC circle!
Our full-time ministers were invariably the eyes and ears for the
FRC. They opened the window for the committee to see the need in
Burma, India, the Philippines, and African countries including
Ghana and Malawi as well as Nigeria.
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In a few years this changed significantly when an English lecturer, a doctor and a secondary
school teacher offered their abilities for a year. Karl, Joy and Norma (UK3), later joined by
Bryan (+1), were God-sent! FRC was overjoyed! Our response to tornados, floods and poor
harvests remained sharp, our core values were unchanged but we had resolved to develop
our proactive work. Malawi was the chosen location in this instance; 5 churches barely 10
years old - there are 8 now. Tony Nemi and Mark Imoukhuede, full-time Nigerian ministers
were willing to help. There was a real sense, by all involved, that this was another example of
Paul's encouraging words in action, when he said, We are God's workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.1
Could we create a template for activity, weaving together resources, skills, requirements,
local knowledge & micro-technology? From a distance of 9 years, it is clear that the UK3
(+1), together with short-term volunteers,
• gave time
• determined the needs
• helped to meet them
• lived the life
• shared love
• reached out with both hands.
In one hand they gave support, financed through the Fellowship Relief funds. In the other,
they offered Christ as a lifetime friend. Together those hands, and many others, prayed over
the project.
This evolving work had set the trend, opened the door, shown what could be done, and we
were learning how it can be maintained. The message spread, and God continued to touch a
variety of willing hearts. World-wide provisions include medical care for rural communities,
adult education, travel support, care for orphans, school uniform & educational fees and
improved crop development.
With every ground-breaking initiative, the pick sometimes hits rocks. Hard times are
learning opportunities. The originator, our loving Father, may hand us different tools or
direct us to alternative fields of work. We must always be prepared to learn, adapt and
involve others.
I know that many subscribers to NT appreciate that our confidence is in a new and living
way2 that Jesus Christ has opened up for us, giving us a strong hope. The Hebrews writer
continues, let us consider how we may spur one another on towards love and good deeds.3 I
have the privilege to send letters and emails of thanks to financial and prayer supporters of
FRC; from churches of all sizes to those who send personal, precious gifts. Once again can I
say thank you from those who benefit in such a variety of ways.
References:
(1) Eph.2:10 (2) Heb.10:20 (3) Heb.10:24 NIV
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Christ in the Gospels

Matthew's Christ
by Edwin Neely, Brantford, Canada
Each Gospel writer presents the Lord Jesus Christ from a different
perspective.
Matthew, whose writing tends to be organized thematically rather
than chronologically, arranges his Gospel around five great
discourses of the Lord.1 He also relies heavily on Old Testament
quotations, using them about fifty times and referring to that book an
additional seventy-five. This particularly suits his purpose to relate
to his Jewish audience that the Jesus of whom he wrote was none
other than the 'seed of Abraham' through whom all the nations of the
earth would be blessed and the direct descendent of David who must
eventually occupy the throne. Matthew was particularly suited to
write his book having been a tax-gatherer and having to keep careful
records.2
Once Matthew had been called by the Lord to discipleship, he
prepared a feast for his former colleagues and invited Jesus as the
honoured guest, no doubt to introduce them to the Saviour.3 This kind
of intensity also displays itself in the work that he was called to
accomplish by the Holy Spirit in his writing.
Micah had prophesied the place of Christ's birth and the fact that He
would be ruler in Israel.4 Matthew goes about proving this by dividing
his book into six sections, each one finishing with words such as And
when Jesus finished these words or finished giving instructions or
finished these parables.5 Each section proves Jesus to be the Messiah,
the sent One from God, the King.
Concentrating largely on the oral teachings of the Lord, Matthew
shows clearly the answer to the question plaguing the Jews of his
day: "If this is the King, where is His kingdom?" While God's
kingdom takes a different form in this age, David's throne will be
seen
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to be eternally established in a future time when Christ returns to this earth to confirm His
rule and authority. Matthew is the only Gospel writer to mention the 'church' and to show the
nature of discipline within it in Christ's present realm on earth.6 He also proves over and over
that this One fulfils the prophecies and promises of the Old Testament, citing again and again
that it might be fulfilled.7
Matthew has been called the Gospel of the King. Not only does the writing begin with
ancestral tracing back to David, the Magi from the east come inquiring, "Where is He who
has been born King of the Jews?"8 Eight times over Matthew ascribes the regal title 'Son of
David' to the Saviour,9 he relates the fulfilment of Zechariah's prophecy about the triumphal
entry with all its kingly significance10 and tells Jesus' own words about His future reign:11 "...
then [the Son of Man] will sit on His glorious throne." Jesus is asked by Pilate, "Are you the
king of the Jews?" to which He answers, "It is as you say." 12 Over the cross of Christ is
written, THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS.13 This is the One who said, "All
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth..." 14 The whole book is arranged
around Jesus as King: His birth as king of the Jews, His preparation for kingship, His
power, His kingdom, His kingly mission, His kingly entry into Jerusalem, the future
kingdom, the death and resurrection of the King and the great commission of the King and
kingdom.
The day is hastening when Christ will be revealed, King of the Jews, King of the nations,
King of kings. This is Matthew's Messiah and King, the Saviour of the Jews, and,
thankfully, our Saviour and King also.15
References:
(1) Matt.5-7; Matt.10; Matt.13; Matt.18; Matt.24-25 (2) Matt.9:9 (3) Lk.5:29-32;
Matt.9:10 (4) Mic.5:2 (5) Matt.7:28; Matt.11:1;Matt.13:53; Matt.19:1; Matt.26:1
(6) Matt.16:18; Matt.18:17 (7) NKJV e.g. Matt.2:23 (8) Matt.2:2 (9) Matt.1:1;Matt. 9:27;
Matt.12:23; Matt.15:22; Matt.20:30,31; Matt.21:9,15 (10) Matt.21:1-11 (11) Matt.25:31
(12) Matt.27:11 (13) Matt.27:37 (14) Matt.28:18 (15) Matt.28:19-20
Bible quotations from NASB
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Christ in the Gospels

Mark's Christ
by Craig Jones, Toronto, Canada
I don't know about you, but when I read through a book in the Bible,
I'm interested in the story that's being told, in the teaching that's being
expounded, in the pictures that are being painted by the writer and in
the 'so what?' That is: how is this meant to impact my life?
I rarely find myself stepping back and looking at the book in terms of
its overall structure, style; its use of cultural literary devices or idioms,
and trying to discern the specific intent of the writer where that may
not be stated in the book itself.
When it comes to reading the Gospel of Mark and how Christ is
presented in it, I find myself just immediately drawn into the simple,
yet highly engaging, narrative of the life and death of the Lord Jesus.
Mark loses no time in setting the scene, but just plunges straight into
the action, from the time the Lord Jesus commenced His ministry. In
the first chapter alone we have the Lord baptized, disciples called,
countless demons cast out of people, the impact of uniquely
authoritative preaching, Peter's mother-in-law healed, a leper healed
and the Lord's popularity rating soaring through the roof! And that
pace and tone seem to be maintained as you read on. These are
among the reasons that make the Gospel of Mark a great
recommendation for new believers, in introducing them to the person
and work of Christ in a thoroughly engaging way.
Most biblical commentators, ancient and modern, seem to agree that
for those who are able to step back and view the gospel in terms of
overall structure and theme, it primarily presents to us Christ as a
servant. I'm more than content to accept that analysis and on the basis
of it, to appreciate that the Lord's own words in Mk.10:45 provide the
focus of the Holy Spirit's intent in moving Mark to write as he did:
For even the Son of Man did
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not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many. Interestingly,
this verse is almost in the middle of the gospel, as if the whole account hinges on this
astonishing and humbling truth.
In a scene that was subsequently to be played out again in the upper room, as related in
John's Gospel, the context of Jesus' profound declaration was the argument that the disciples
were having as they accompanied Him to Jerusalem for the last time. It was started by James
and John seeking the places of honour at either side of the Lord in His glory. Naturally, the
other disciples were not best pleased with the brothers and, characteristically, the Lord turned
it into a teaching opportunity. The Lord had demonstrated His divine power time and again;1
His ability to know people's very thoughts;2 His authority to forgive sins;3 His mastery over
nature itself4 and given a glimpse of His majestic, heavenly glory.5 All of this, and more
besides, amply proved that He was indeed the greatest of any who had walked the earth, that He
truly was the Son of God and if anyone deserved the highest honours either on earth or in
heaven above, it was He!
Yet in breathtaking humility, He declared that His mission was to be the servant of God and
indeed of humanity. This was not mere aspirational hyperbole, for the Lord went on to prove
it through His death on the cross and in the process, as John Newton beautifully expressed it,
paid a debt He didn't owe for those who owed a debt they couldn't pay.
'This is our God, the Servant King;
He calls us now to follow Him;
To bring our lives as a daily offering
Of worship to the Servant King.'6
References:
(1) Mk.1:34 (2) Mk.2:8 (3) Mk.2:10 (4) Mk.4:39; Mk.6:48 (5) Mk.9:2-3 (6) Graham
Kendrick
Bible quotations from NKJV
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Christ in the Gospels

Luke's Christ
By Mario Magallanes, Tagum, Philippines
The Gospel of Luke is the third of the synoptic Gospels which describe
the early life of Jesus, our Saviour. Luke was a medical doctor,
historian and writer of the New Testament. He was a faithful
companion of the apostle Paul. Starting at Troas, he joined Paul in
his ministry journeys, as recorded in the book of Acts.
Luke's Gospel was written to the Gentiles generally - to people
everywhere. He wrote to a man named Theophilus. The name
Theophilus means 'one who loves God'. He was probably a Gentile,
a high ranking official, because when Luke writes, he salutes him with
the title 'most excellent'. Theophilus had apparently shown interest in
learning more about the facts, and had wanted to know the certainty of
the things he had been instructed in. Luke had confidence to write the
Gospel, having understanding of all things from the beginning.
The Gospel by Luke contains detail about the annunciation to
Zacharias; John the Baptist's birth and his preparing the way for the
coming Messiah; the announcement of the Messiah's birth; the
divine conception and human birth of Jesus; the baptism of Jesus; the
recording of His genealogy; His special testing time; His first
ministry in Galilee; His preaching; casting out of demons; healing the
sick; cleansing the defiled; appointment of His disciples; teaching
with parables; rebuke of the storm; healing a woman with a blood
haemorrhage; raising up a dead girl; sending His disciples to preach
the good news; the feeding of five thousand people; instructing people
how to follow Him; teaching concerning prayer and the kingdom of
God; reaching out to Zacchaeus; and then at the end, the presentation
of Himself for redemption; entering into Jerusalem triumphantly;
cleansing the temple;
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instituting the breaking of the bread ordinance; His death, resurrection and finally His
ascension.
Luke gives accurate detail of the humanity of Jesus. He presents Him as a normal and
perfect man, come to reveal God among men in His saving grace to fallen mankind. The
writer presents the Lord's complete genealogy from His parents back to Adam. Featuring
Jesus as the Son of Man (a title Jesus used often of Himself, e.g. in Lk.9:22), Luke portrays
Jesus as a person who has a good relationship with all. He especially emphasizes His
compassionate feeling to the poor, the sick and the suffering, as well as the desperate and
sinful ones. He is presented as caring for everyone with the same unfeigned love, regardless of
their nationality. In Him, there is no such discrimination.
Luke portrays to us that Jesus is a person who is God and man combined, conceived of the
divine Holy Spirit and born of a human mother. It's wonderful: the Lord has a human mother,
but no human father! When the angel of the Lord appeared to Mary and told her that she had
found favour with God, he said: "... behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring
forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS"1 In Hebrew, the word 'Jesus' is 'Joshua' which
means 'Jehovah the saviour' or 'the salvation of Jehovah'.
If John's Gospel emphasizes the Son of God aspect, Luke places the emphasis on the Son of
Man aspect. What is the difference? John emphasizes the divine side, while Luke emphasizes
the human side. Jesus, in His human life on earth, expressed divine attributes through human
virtues. The Lord Jesus, now seated at the right hand of God in heaven, retains His dual
nature.
Since the Lord Jesus is both God and man, He is able to save lost sinners, lifting them out of
their sins. Luke portrays Jesus as the Son of Man who had come to seek and to save the
lost.2 Zacchaeus was one of those lost sinners. The Book of Isaiah says, We all, like sheep,
have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the LORD has laid on him the
iniquity of us all.3 All have sinned,4 and our sin separates us from God. God is most holy;
He cannot condone sin; it requires punishment. Jesus paid the death penalty for everyone
who will believe on Him.
Jesus is portrayed as the great physician. He healed a woman with a flow of blood.5 Luke's
diagnosis of her was of an incurable case, but nothing is impossible with God.6 Jesus, the
Son of Man stands by our side all the time, when we put our faith and trust in Him.
Luke tells us that the Son of Man will one day come in the clouds with power and great
glory. Everyone who has accepted Him as personal saviour will by then be with Him
forever.
Bible quotations from NKJV
References:
(1) Lk.1:30-31 (2) Lk.19:10 (3) Isa.53:6NIV (4) Rom.3:23 (5) Lk.8:43-48 (6) Lk.1:37
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Christ in the Gospels

John's Christ
by Greg Neely, Toronto, Canada
Five times in his gospel account John refers to himself as the disciple
whom Jesus loved,1 a description we could all properly apply to
ourselves as those for whom He died, but one which shows that John's
appreciation of Christ was very personal, very intense. At the same
time, John states that the purpose of his writing is: ...that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you
may have life in His name.2
John portrays Jesus as God the Son, but at the same time is the only
writer to share Thomas' personal acknowledgement of Him as "My
Lord and my God! "3 Very deity; yet mine - ever so personal! Not a
God who takes a distant view of His creation, but God become man
to have intimate friends whom He loves. And John counted himself as
one.
Jesus made seven 'I am ...' declarations in John's account, all of
which John repeats to identify Him as the Word become flesh, and
dwelling among us4 for the purpose of a personal relationship with
disciples whom He loves. He who is the "I AM" (Yahweh) of deity,
is also described as:
The bread of life5; He satiates our hunger and quenches our thirst.
The light of the world6; He gives us the light of life.
The door of the sheep7; He gives us salvation and sustenance and
protection.
The good shepherd8; He is our substitute, giving His life for the
sheep.
The resurrection and the life9; He gives eternal life and eternal
hope.
The way, the truth and the life10; He opens our access to God to live
in a sanctified relationship.
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The vine11; He enables us to bear fruit for Him.
For John, Jesus was always the exalted Jehovah, the 'I AM'. But He was also His best friend.
Not only did He state His deity, He proved it by the seven signs John records and which he
witnessed first-hand:12
The wedding at Cana where He changed water to wine13 and manifested His glory.
The healing of the sick child of Capernaum's royal official14 showing his power over illness,
even from a distance of 20 miles.
The healing of the man at the pool of Bethesda15 identifying Himself with His Father, His
equal.
The feeding of five thousand men, plus women and children,16 showing His creative
powers.
Walking on the sea in a storm,17 showing His power over His creation.
The healing of the man born blind18 so that the works of God performed by Jesus might be
seen in him.
The raising of Lazarus from the dead19 showing Him to be the resurrection and the life.
Perhaps John's appreciation of Jesus as the Son, while also being his close, personal friend,
was unique among the disciples in those early days. Perhaps that is why Jesus commended the
care of His mother to John.20 As an indication of John's love and devotion, when Peter was
commanded by the resurrected Jesus to follow Him, Peter turned and saw the disciple whom
Jesus loved following them.21 Peter needed to be told. John was already doing it! John's
Christ, truly God, was John's deeply loved friend, truly man. And he would follow Him to
the end.
I wonder if in our own day we can say the same.
All references from John's Gospel:
(1) Jn 13:23; Jn 19:26; Jn 20:2; Jn 21:7,20 (2) Jn 20:31 (3) Jn 20:28 (4) Jn 1:14
(5) Jn 6:35 (6) Jn 8:12 (7) Jn 10:7,9 (8) Jn 10:11 (9) Jn 11:25 (10) Jn 14:6 (11) Jn 15:1,5
(12) Jn 21:24 (13) Jn 2 (14) Jn 4 (15) Jn 5 (16) Jn 6 (17) Jn 6 (18) Jn 9 (19) Jn 11
(20) Jn 19:27 (21) Jn 21:20
Bible quotations from NASB
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The well-taught
tongue
by Eric Willis, Liverpool, England
"Let me see your tongue." Those of us who are older can no doubt
remember that if we were ill and paid a visit to the doctor, he would
ask us to do this as he carried out his examination.
Today it is more likely that he would send us to the hospital for a
more complex diagnostic procedure! The tongue can tell us much
about our health, from changes in its colour, the distinctive texture of
its surface and even its size.
In the tongue there are a large number of sense cells or taste buds
(approximately 10,000!). So we are able to experience the
elementary and varied tastes of sweet, sour, salt and bitter. The
tongue also plays a vital part in the chewing and swallowing of our
food.
Above all, it enables us to form words so that we can speak and be
understood - our speech is controlled by our tongue. We may speak
of someone having a 'sharp tongue', making a 'slip of the tongue' or,
when remaining silent under provocation, having to 'bite their tongue'.
This small muscular part of our body, taking up less than 0.045 per
cent of our body weight, can be our greatest asset and our most
destructive possession.
In Scripture, the word tongue(s) occurs some 150 times, almost half of
these in the Psalms and Proverbs. James, too, has much to say about
the tongue.
We put bits in horses' mouths that they may obey us, and we turn their
whole body. Look also at ships: although they are so large and are
driven by fierce winds, they are turned by a very small rudder
wherever the pilot desires. Even so the tongue is a little member and
boasts great things. ...It is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.1
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Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those who
love it will eat its fruit.2
During the Second World War, posters appeared in many public places carrying the slogan 'Careless talk costs lives' - a timely reminder that the unguarded word could seriously affect
the lives of others. Gossip or tale-bearing can also cause division and contention.
Where there is no wood, the fire goes out: and where there is no
talebearer, strife ceases.3
May we always seek to be an encourager and speak the truth in love - to think before we
speak and question our motives - Is it kind? Will it help? Is it necessary?
A wholesome tongue is a tree of life, but perverseness
in it breaks the spirit.4
Charles Wesley's hymn 'O for a thousand tongues to sing the great Redeemer's praise!' is a
fitting response: to give our hearts and voices to Him who has redeemed and saved us, for
He is worthy of our praise. We have been brought back from captivity and our tongue has
been filled with singing. The Lord has done great things for us and we are glad.5
My heart is overflowing with a good theme; I recite my
composition concerning the King; My tongue is the pen of a
ready writer.6
As the Lord closed the book of Isaiah in the synagogue in Nazareth, the eyes of all were
fixed on Him. And He began to say to them, "Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your
hearing. " So all bore witness to Him, and marveled at the gracious words which
proceeded out of His mouth.7
The Lord is brought before us in Isaiah as the obedient and suffering Servant:
The Lord God has given Me the tongue of the learned,
that I should know how to speak
a word in season to him who is weary.
He wakens Me morning by morning.
He awakens My ear...8
The 'learned tongue' comes from the listening ear. Jesus said, "... learn from Me, for I am
gentle and lowly in heart."9 We can have no one greater to follow and to teach us how wisely,
with wholesome speech, to use our tongue.
References:
(1) Jas.3:3-5,8 (2) Prov.18:21 (3) Prov.26:20 (4) Prov.15:4 (5) Ps.126:3 (6) Ps.45:l
(7) Lk.4:21-22 (8) Isa.50:4 (9) Matt.11:29
Bible quotations from NKJV
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Affirmative,
Captain?
by Martin Jones, Toronto, Canada
The recent, unexpected death of the actor and comedian Robin
Williams has put mental health issues firmly back on the social agenda,
for a time at least. Such issues are extremely complex, but it seems
clear that most people know someone who is struggling with who they
are and what the future holds for them. Can the concept of 'positive
affirmations' do anything to help?

What are they?
Affirmations in 'New Age' and 'New Thought' are about positive
thinking, self-empowerment and a belief that 'a positive mental
attitude supported by affirmations will achieve success in anything.'
An affirmation is a statement or formula which is supposed to be
present tense, positive, personal and specific and that's repeated to
one's self and/or written down frequently. Examples of these
affirmations might include:
• I am getting better and better every day in every way.
• I am losing weight every day till I reach my ideal weight of 60
kilos.
• I am a money magnet and money flows into my life effortlessly.
• I am healthy and strong and I live life to the fullest.
• I am a good person who deserves success and happiness.
You might have come across this concept recently in the realm of
sports psychology. People, like snooker player Ronnie O'Sullivan,
have hired experts to help with the mental side of their game.
Visualizing and verbalizing success is said to be a sure way to obtain
it.
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Do they work?
Certainly there are a lot of people who say that they do. However, in a recent report,1 positive
affirmation has been found to have a detrimental effect on those who need it the most.
Although those who already have high self-esteem feel slightly better and it acts as a buffer
for constructive criticism that goes against their self-perception, when people with low selfesteem use positive affirmation, it rings untrue and therefore brings to mind exactly how they
are not successful, loved, etc. In other words, it can backfire.

Are they Biblical?
Prov.23:7 (NASB) seems to back up the importance of thought, For as he thinks within
himself, so he is. Positive personal statements that aid the daily life of the individual are
entirely Biblical and Scripture has quite a few of them, such as these examples:
• I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.2
• I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have
entrusted to him until that day.3
• I have the right to do anything - but I will not be mastered by anything.4
• I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.5
• I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on
me.6
• We will reap a harvest if we do not give up.7
• If we died with him, we will also live with him; if we endure, we will also reign with
him.8
Repeating these words and writing them down to emphasize personal ownership of them can
only be a positive thing. Of course, the key difference in all this is that the source of strength
that is supplied by these words comes not from ourselves, but from God. It is He who will
make these things come to pass and it is He who will keep His promises. The value of
affirming scriptural statements lies in bringing to mind God's words as a stimulus to our faith.
When we use biblical statements of faith in God Himself, such use is very far from the
misguided 'name it and claim it' philosophy.
You can make your own scripture affirmations by using the myriad of promises that God gives
us in His Word (being careful, of course, not to take them out of context), for example: "I do
not let my heart be troubled because I trust and abide in Jesus"9 - a similar idea to hanging a
framed text on the wall or having a promise scripture on a bookmark. Where human
affirmations might fail through a lack of self-belief or over-ambition, we are supplied with
faith to see the reality of God at work in us and through us even when it may not always be
visible.
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For no matter how many promises God has made, they are "Yes " in Christ.10
References:
(1) Kline, K. (n.d.). Association for Psychological Science. (2) Phil.4:13 NASB
(3) 2 Tim.1:12 (4) 1 Cor.6:12 (5) 1 Cor.9:27 (6) 2 Cor.12:9 (7) Gal.6:9 (8) 2 Tim.2:11-12
(9) See Jn 14:1 (10) 2 Cor.1:20
Bible quotations from NIV unless stated otherwise
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The rights and wrongs

Abortion
by Peter Hickling, Cromer, England
The two camps
Sober thought about this subject is bedevilled by labels; on the one
hand are those who call themselves 'pro-life', and on the other those
who say they are 'pro-choice'. The issue seems to be more fiercely
divisive in the United States, but it is relevant everywhere, and as we
shall see, recent advances in medical technology offer choices which
may seem morally abhorrent.

When does human life begin?
It is obvious that our answer to this question must affect our attitude to
abortion. Very few in civilised countries would advocate deliberately
permitting a young child to die - indeed, such an action would be
illegal. The people of Britain were horrified by a recent case in
which a mother starved her child to death and kept the body at home
for two months. The fundamental question is, "Is the unborn child a
'person'?" If so, killing the foetus becomes an act of infanticide, and
could only be justified for very restricted reasons. Some have argued
that at the moment of independent breathing the child becomes a
'living soul', basing this on Gen.2:7: ...God breathed...and man
became a living soul. However, argument based on Adam is not really
sound, since he was a full-grown creature.
An alternative view is that the fertilised ovum, the embryo, is a
nascent human being. This agrees with the teaching of Rom.5:12: sin
came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so
death spread to all men because all sinned. The sin of Adam was
transmitted to all his posterity by human generation.
This second view seems to more satisfactorily accord with
Scripture.
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Abortion in practice
The prospect of a new baby is normally an occasion for joy, and even if it results in economic
hardship it should be thought of as a gift from God. Regrettably, some women miscarry
('spontaneous abortion') before the foetus can survive, which can be a great grief to the
parents, particularly if the child appears to be viable. Obviously, there is no fault here; the
couple deserve our prayer and support. What about seeking the termination of a pregnancy?
Whatever one's view of the time when the child becomes a 'soul', it is a fact that in the
normal course of events the child will be born as a baby, grow up and become an adult whom
God may use. The law permits abortion if permitting the birth to proceed may damage the
physical or mental health of the mother, a provision which has been very widely
interpreted. In the case of a Christian, it should be narrowly interpreted. If it really is a case
of 'one life or the other' it does seem legitimate to preserve the life of the mother, who is already
a responsible human being.
It is possible to determine the sex of a foetus before birth, and in some cultures, particularly
China, with its 'one child' policy, boys are preferred to girls, so girls can be aborted. This is
an abhorrent practice, comparable with Hitler's eugenics policy. Christians should have
nothing to do with it.
Particular problems arise when it is known that the foetus will be defective in some way. The
most serious of these is 'anencephaly', when the child has no, or almost no, brain. Such
infants are usually stillborn, and even if they live for a short period; they will never gain
consciousness. Abortion does seem justified in such cases.
A Down's Syndrome child will usually be a lifetime's responsibility for its parents. In
consequence of this many such foetuses are aborted. A Christian couple faced with this
agonising decision must pray about it together, asking the Lord's guidance. The Christian
has a resource that others do not have, the support of the Holy Spirit within. This can enable
her to bear things that would crush others. Many can testify that their lives have been enriched
through caring for a handicapped child.

What about unmarried mothers?
Scripture is quite clear that the place for sexual intercourse, and hence for motherhood, is
within marriage, but it is a fact that almost half the children in Britain are born out of wedlock.
If a child is to be born to an established couple, the relationship can be made more stable, to
the advantage of both the child and themselves, if they marry. However, it frequently
happens that the father does not want to take any responsibility. Should the girl then carry
on alone? Many do, although the life of a single mother is difficult. Surely abortion is not
justified in such a case; the mother has made the choice, and ought to accept
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its consequences. Adoption is painful, but there are many childless couples who are
longing for a child in their family.
Any decision that a Christian makes should be taken in the light of prayer for God's
guidance.
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The rights and wrongs

The Duck Dynasty
debacle
by Martin Jones, Toronto, Canada
Duck Dynasty is an unlikely, but wildly popular, US. ‘reality TV’
show about the madcap life of a redneck family from the Louisiana
backwoods; unlikely, perhaps, because the family are devout
Christians who wear their faith on their sleeves (or should that be
bandanas?)
With their Christianity so evident, it's perhaps no surprise that when
Phil Robertson, the clan patriarch, was interviewed by GQ magazine
recently, he was asked a question about it. A golden opportunity,
surely, to present the gospel attractively and biblically?
The question "What is sin?" seems innocuous enough. It's a question
that could, perhaps, be answered by a small child with a few weeks
of Sunday School under their belt. But it's such a key question that
certain answers can badly misrepresent the gospel and needlessly
turn the questioner off Christianity entirely. For that reason, just the
opening sentence of Phil's controversial answer provides some
important lessons for us about how not to witness: "Start with
homosexual behaviour and just morph out from there."
So how would we answer GQ's question?
The first key is to ensure that we base our answer on the Biblical
definition and meaning of sin. 'Homosexual behaviour' is not actually
what sin intrinsically is, it is only one of many, many symptoms of it;
just as having a high fever is a symptom of influenza. That's not to
say, of course, that homosexual behaviour is at all acceptable to God
- but the root meaning of the word
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sin is 'to miss the mark', God's mark or standard - and that applies to all human effort and
behaviour.
The second key is to make clear what the root cause of sin is. To imply that all sin starts with
homosexuality is wide of the mark! Jas.1:14-15 says that each person is tempted when they
are dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed ... then, after desire has conceived, it
gives birth to sin. As Jesus said, it is what comes from the inside that makes us unclean.1
The root of sin is in our hearts in such things as pride, lust, greed, selfishness, envy - in fact
the laundry list of items laid out in Gal.5:19-21. A wise gardener does not deal with
dandelions by trying to contain thousands of floating seeds; he knows the most effective
action is to focus on the roots!
The third key is to state that sin brings the same issue to every human being, regardless of
their sexual orientation. To focus on one particular sin, and target one particular section of
society, risks alienating some and perhaps lets others think that they are off the hook. (It's
even worse when the particular sin is selected because of an apparent personal distaste for
the sin involved - Robertson also made comments about homosexual vs. heterosexual
intercourse which cannot be published here because of their coarse and explicit nature).
What we need to focus on is God's objective view and evaluation of sin, not our own
subjective one. Look again at the seemingly unprioritised list of Gal.5 and find items that
perhaps much more commonly beset us. Why focus on homosexuality and overlook
jealousy, rage and selfish ambition?
Robertson's comments certainly hit the headlines and attracted a lot of criticism from sections
of the media and society. However, some Christians have praised his bravery for standing up
for what he believes, whereas his family has defended his right to free speech under the
US constitution, excusing his language on the grounds of his life experience. Is this valid?
After all, Paul was known for his 'parrhesia' (a Greek word meaning 'frankness of speech')
and 'calling a spade a spade'.
As citizens, primarily, of heaven, Christians need to be wary of utilizing earthly rights as a
means to justify their conduct. We have heavenly rights, but they come with heavenly
responsibilities, including being "shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves"2 and
speaking the truth in love.3 In addition, standing up for what we believe is not necessarily
the same thing as proclaiming what God actually says in His Word!
The way we stand up and/or proclaim is also important - we need to be conscious of our
audience and tailor the way we speak accordingly, remembering we are now ambassadors
who are a new creation with a new way of acting and speaking!
References:
(1) Mk.7:15 (2) Matt.10:16 (3) Eph.4:15
Bible quotations from NIV
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Pick and mix Christianity

The Gospel according
to... you?
by David Viles, Hayes, England
"What is truth?"
A famous question from an infamous Roman governor.1
Unfortunately, Pilate didn't stay long enough for an answer from his
humble prisoner. Many people, perhaps most, in our frenetic society,
similarly fail to give any real thought to this fundamental question how disastrous and ironic, in the light of God's desire for everyone
to be saved and to come to knowledge of the truth.2
The Christian believer knows truth when he or she hears it. In that
same Prisoner we discern the One who is the way, the truth and the
life;3 and because we (unlike Pilate) are of the truth our ears are
attuned to His voice.4 But ask anybody around us the same question
and we're bound to get a bewildering variety of responses. Boiled
down to the fundamentals however, they're likely to fall into one of
two broad streams - truth is widely perceived (at least in Western
society) either as the product of human reason - the application of
intellect, the accumulation of the discoveries of science and
technology; or (an increasingly common mind-set) truth is just what
works for the individual or at a particular time, or in a particular
culture. Although coming at the issue from different directions, both
these popular positions stand in stark contrast to the Biblical concept
of truth as absolute,5 unchanging,6 universal across all times and
cultures7 and revealed to (rather than discovered by) humanity.8
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It is not surprising that these views are prevalent because it is the task of the great Adversary
to obscure the light of truth, pandering to human pride which loves darkness rather than the
light.9 From the beginning, his purpose has been to cast doubt on divine truth - "did God
really say..?"10 - and human beings have been vain enough to swallow the bait. Equally,
although the role of believers has always been to stand firm upon the truth of God once for
all entrusted to God's holy people,11 Christians are not immune to the blast of falsehoods
and distortions emanating from the media and from the powerful dictates of popular culture.
In Western societies, the departure from traditional values and assumptions, often founded on
long-established Biblical truths, has become more akin to a rout, and the influence of popular
attitudes to truth can be discerned even in current Christian witness and doctrinal
interpretation. The unfortunate result has been the emergence in some evangelical Christian
contexts of a curious 'mix and match' attitude to divine truth, blunting the effectiveness of
Christians as 'salt and light'12 in a darkening world and undermining Christian testimony.
Again, no surprise - Paul warned of savage wolves entering in among the flock in his time.13
Their teeth are no less sharp today, but in examining just three of the modern attitudes to truth
which can so easily devastate Christian witness we may see some familiar 'wolves in
sheep's clothing'.

Truth decay: the enemies of truth
a) Pride
'There is no reason that is so frequently adduced today for the rejection of the gospel as the
fact that it is so old.'14 The modern Western mind, steeped in the wonderful advances made by
science and technology, widely regards them as offering the answer to every existential issue,
rejecting the relevance of Bible truth to 21st century reality. The corroding effect of these
assumptions on Christian witness is seen in the attitude of some Christians to the interfaces
of, and distinctions between, divine truth and scientific hypothesis. The virgin birth of the Lord
Jesus, for example, is widely questioned or even denied in Christian circles on the basis of its
scientific implausibility. Such a view ignores the fact that God does not change and neither
does His Word - it stands for ever.15 It also opposes the assumptions of human intellect and
experience (themselves the gifts of an all-wise Creator) to the mind of God, whose thoughts
and ways are far above ours in wisdom, knowledge and power.16
This is, of course, nothing less than pride - the arrogance of human intellect, the 'triumph of
reason'. And it is that old 'wolf of pride which first led mankind to fall, which still causes
people to worship the creature (human intellect) rather than the Creator17 and which comes not
from the Father but from the world.18 Recognising that our omnipotent God stands above His
creation, the believer
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humbly echoes the words of His Son - "with God all things are possible"19 -even the virgin
birth.
b) Partiality
It is no understatement to say that the apostle Paul and his writings have generated more
derision and controversy than most Biblical characters - try entering his name into a search
engine! Since the middle of the 19th century, liberal critics have sought to expose Paul as the
'inventor of Christianity', attempting in the quest of 'the historical Jesus' to divorce his
teachings from those of the Lord he so singularly loved and served.
The Christian must be clear that this sustained denigration of Paul and partiality towards his
writings really conceals a hidden agenda - to undermine the Pauline epistles as the inspired
Word of God and to compromise the clarity and consistency of his presentation of the Lord
Jesus as the Son of God.20 Nevertheless, the effects have been insidious. Many Christians
today would not wince at the assertion that, "Well, it was only Paul who wrote that", as if
his teaching is at best questionable and at worst unreliable. The resulting widespread 'pick
and mix' approach to Paul's writings is seen particularly in contemporary Christian attitudes
to issues such as the roles and responsibilities of men and women in Christian worship and
governance, and in marriage. Paul's teachings on these matters are explicit and clear,21 but
they do not sit well with Western society. Again, this is nothing new; Paul faced sustained
criticism about his spiritual credentials in his own time, not only from the Jews, but also from
factions within the Churches he was responsible for founding,22 and the answer then as now is
to stand full-square on the Lord's choice of this gifted man as the inspired apostle to the
Gentiles.23
c) Personal definitions
Under the headline 'Jesus would let gay clergy wed', a famous British pop star recently opined
that Christ 'was all about love and compassion and forgiveness ... and that is what the church
should be about.'24 This is inadequate upon so many counts, but reflects that modern mind-set
which perceives truth not as an objective reality divinely revealed but as subjective, relative
to particular cultures or circumstances and related to what seems to work or give pleasure. 'If
it doesn't harm anyone and is based on love' is a widespread definition of truth, which,
again, has widely pervaded Christian circles. Recently, a well-known British church leader
received widespread publicity when he said he no longer regarded same-sex marriage as
wrong, justifying his view on similar lines to the pop star - 'Christ-like love'.25
The current struggles within so many denominations about homosexuality illustrate the
pitfalls of a 'pick and mix' approach to Scripture, based on relative values focused on the
individual; again, this is nothing new given the nadir -the lowest point - of Israel's
experience when everyone did as they saw fit,26
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abandoning God's word as too difficult or inconvenient or 'unloving'. The Bible
unequivocally condemns homosexual relations as among those practices which are an
abomination27 to God and it cannot be an option for the Christian to accept what God hates.
Love is not Christ-like love if it fails to draw attention to revealed truth for the good of the
beloved; thus Jesus certainly forgave the woman caught in adultery, but He added, "go now
and leave your life of sin. "28
Conclusion
So, the choice is ours. What sort of Gospel do we preach - a personally-filtered, partial
Christianity pandering to our pride and reflecting the insubstantial received wisdom of
society: or contending vigorously for the truth without compromise as Paul and others did,
declaring thereby the whole counsel of God?29
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Carrying burdens and
holding onto truth
an interview with Samuel Geli, Davao, Philippines
Samuel, please can you tell us how your story begins?
I am the fourth son of the six children of my parents, and due to
hardship in our home in Agusan del Sur, my older brother and I moved
to Davao to find work. I was then 15 years old. While working selling
chicken eggs, I studied at elementary level with the support of my older
brother. When that was finished, my aunt took me to her house to work
as a 'house boy'. In exchange, she supported me in my high school
studies.
There, sadly, I was influenced by friends and began to drink fortified
wine. But when I was in my fourth year of high school in 2012,1 had a
classmate, Michelle Tare, who was kind and friendly. At that time,
she told me that she had been newly baptized and added in the
Church of God in Davao. She told me she had learned so much from
attending the Youth Camp of the Churches of God here in the
Philippines. I was curious and asked her what they are. She taught
me from Eph.2:8-9 that salvation is by God's grace through faith alone
on our part. This was very different from what I'd been brought up to
understand in our traditional filipino 'spiritist' beliefs. I am so grateful
that I found the truth from the Bible through my classmate.
We heard your parents are strongly opposed to the Christian faith,
so how did you react?
When I told my parents about my decision to be baptized by immersion
in water, my father became very angry (he was afraid that the spirits
protecting our family would be upset). He told me I should not do this
because
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I was already baptized. He threatened me that he would no longer assist me to obtain a college
scholarship (the Government's special provision for indigenous peoples). But God's Word is
clear that baptism is for those who have been born again (and not for infants). So, I chose to
follow the correct way of baptism, and was added to the Church of God in Davao in
November 2012.1 am hoping that the time will come when my parents will realize that what I
am following is the truth. I'm glad that at least my mother and my older sister respect what
I believe. But my father is still far from happy even until now.
When I began college, I faced great challenges. My aunt turned me away from her house in
Davao after she learned I was now in the Church of God. In fact, nobody in my family would
support me. However, I was able to fully trust God's promise that He would never leave nor
forsake me (Heb.13:5). I found employment in the Davao market as a 'burden-bearer' from
2:00 am until 10:00 am. This involved carrying heavy baskets of fish, etc. Then from 1:00
pm to 8:00 pm, I attended college. I did this to support my college tuition costs and to rent
the house where I now live. However, I had to quit that work because my boss did not allow
me free time to worship on Sundays. So I next began work as a pump attendant in a gasoline
station, but once again I was forced to quit because they, too, permitted no rest days on a
Sunday. Just when I was about to give up, God touched the heart of someone in the
Churches of God -and also their Relief Committee - to help me be able to continue my
studies. I am very grateful to God for answering my prayers.
Can you give any message, especially to all our young readers, in Churches ofGod?
The message I would like to give young people like me is we should never sell the truth we
have discovered (Prov.23:23). We should stand strongly against the problems we face, not
forgetting that God will never leave us. We should have a thankful attitude for what we do
have, and especially for what God has done for us through Christ.
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Mission

Gospel Defenders
by Ben Jones & Craig Jones, Toronto, Canada
At last, after many months of planning and preparation, the vision
cherished for so many years finally came to fruition at the New
Generation campsite, not far from the tourist resort town of Ocho
Rios on Jamaica's north coast. The inaugural Gospel Defenders
Youth Camp took place from 4-10 August 2014 and marked the
establishment of what we pray will be an ongoing and God-glorifying
work - an exciting new dimension in the ministry of the Church of
God in Kingston, Jamaica.
With an enthusiastic team of workers from the Church of God in
Kingston, and with the generous support of the North American
District of the Churches of God, a total of 36 campers and 14 staff
enjoyed the lush, tropical surroundings and superb facilities of the
campsite. We spent a week with Bible study times, devotional
ministry and praise centred on the theme of 'The Real Jesus',
considering the man who changed the world two millennia ago and
who is still changing lives today. From worshipping in a bamboo
amphitheatre to the infectious enthusiasm of the local teens for every
aspect of the daily programme, Gospel Defenders Youth Camp is truly
a Jamaican camp experience that, with God's grace, will change the
lives of many people, young and young-at-heart.
Each day began early (it's hard to sleep when even overnight
temperatures rarely drop below 30°C) with a scriptural devotion from
one of the young men, followed by an enthusiastic rendition of 'Bless
The Lord, O My Soul', which quickly became the theme anthem of
the camp. Breakfast was traditional Jamaican fare, consisting of
some combination of cornmeal porridge, ackee and saltfish, callaloo,
boiled bananas and liver -or simple cereals with milk for the less
adventurous
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amongst us! After an introductory talk, campers were assigned into groups and moved around
various stations that tackled the daily topic with drama, video, discussions and team-building
activities enabling each camper to really get to grips with the reality of our Saviour. A time
of reflection from the campers each day revealed the value of this approach, with the variety
of learning styles bringing out precious gems of encouragement from campers and staff alike.
It was a pleasure to see the Holy Spirit so clearly at work in young hearts!
Afternoons were principally spent on the site's adventure course, cooling down at a nearby
river (after a game of barefoot soccer), and the ever popular craft time. A special trip to a
nearby beach gave Jamaicans and Canadian visitors alike a welcome chance to enjoy the
warm waters of the stunning Caribbean. Evening praise and devotional ministry was held
under the stars in an outdoor amphitheatre built into the jungle landscape, complete with a
stage framed by giant bamboo stalks! The final camp-fire night provided opportunity for
sharing campers' written testimonies, and powerfully demonstrated the impact that the week
of camp had on all who attended. 'The Real Jesus" truly continues to change lives today and
we gladly give Him all the praise and glory for such an amazing week of camp in Jamaica!
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