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From the Editors' Desk  
Issue 1-2017 

The topic of leadership surfaces in this issue as it has done in world 
affairs of late. The Man who is God's choice1 is both elect and precious. In 
the world, such a combination is unlikely (and in ultimate terms, 
impossible). In the biblical setting of God's spiritual kingdom, there can be 
no contest in terms of who is fit for highest office. The man whom the 
world rejects is the man whom God elects.2 This antithesis is a reminder 
of the long war between good and evil which has our planet as its front 
lines. It's good to have God's long-term goals refreshed in our minds 
within this issue of the magazine. 

Sometimes in the politics of this world, it appears that a candidate's 
progress remains unhindered when their baser traits are painfully made 
visible. How refreshingly different it is in things allied to God's kingdom 
where the important and eternal things are unseen. Some of those 
invisible realities are our focus this year. We will also, God willing, 
consider certain offices of Christ, along with highlighting the excellent 
qualities that fit Him for these roles. These were, as we are reminded, 
beautifully displayed in His life among us. We begin our consideration of 
them by viewing Him first as gentle and humble. These are not virtues to 
be prized in this world's rancorous contests for office! But in God's 
upside-down kingdom (which is the right way up really), it seems 
appropriate that we look at this pairing first, since our Lord's own famous 
self-disclosure was in these terms.3 He could have accurately self-
identified in so many ways, but He chose these from all the traits He might 
have selected. We are left to reflect on the significance of that primary 
way of self-referencing. 

While we have no part in God's elections (nor role to play in the elections 
of this world either, other than through prayer4), we can however work to 
ensure that our Leader, the best of men, and the great Victor of Calvary, 
receives the honour He alone deserves from our lives of service. Like the 
'domestiques' featured in our lead-in article, our task may not be 
glamorous, but it's all for the glory of our Leader. No-one would take part 
in such pursuits without extensive preparatory training, and so our back-
page reminder is of opportunities for relevant training in our spiritual 
service. 

Brian 
References:  
(1) Isa.42:1 (2) 1 Pet.2:4 (3) Matt. 11:29 (4) Jn 18:36; 1 Tim.2:2; 2 Tim.2:4 
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Our number one 

Sean Johnston, Belfast, N. Ireland 

On Sunday 24 July 2016, the winner of the 103 Tour de France was 
crowned champion of the cycling world's toughest bike race. Twenty-two 
teams from around the world, with nine riders in each, had completed 
2,200 gruelling miles. The rider with the shortest time over the three 
weeks received the final maillot jaune (yellow jersey), and stood on the 
top of the podium in Paris as the victor. 

Every team that enters has a leader, and all the other riders in the team 
sacrifice their own aspirations to ensure that their leader gets round the 
course faster than all the others. Before the race has even begun every 
team has a plan. Every day they look at the plan and every day they follow 
that plan; and every team's plan is, ultimately, to have their leader 
acclaimed as champion. 

This is how it is for us in our life. Before our Christian 'race' begins there 
is a plan - God's great plan for us. And if we choose our leader wisely we 
have the added assurance of a guaranteed victory. Imagine the uproar if 
all the competing teams were told that a leader of one particular team 
was to be proclaimed victor before the race had even begun! But that is 
the reality for us - in God's plan of salvation, all who believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ will share in His victory.1 

And what of the plan; how often do you spend time studying and 
following it? We find God's will for our lives by reading His Word and then 
we live it out.2 Each member of a cycling team has his own specific 
qualities. There are climbers, sprinters and domestiques. The climbers are 
the ones who love the mountains and will set a phenomenal pace to the 
top. Their leader will tuck in behind the climber's rear wheel and be 
'pulled' up the slopes by the slipstream effect. This means that the leader 
will use less energy such that, when they near the top, he will be able to 
pull out from behind and sprint to the finish line, winning the stage. The 
leader will take all the glory and the adulation of the crowd. 

The so-called domestiques (servants) are the engine room of the team. As 
the name suggests, they work for the team and for their leader. If the 
leader is hungry or thirsty, the domestique falls back towards the support 
car for food and drink and then battles up through the peleton (group of 
riders) to distribute them amongst his team-mates. These servants are 
the unheralded ones; whereas the leaders in the peleton are easily 
recognized since the last digit of their number is a one. 
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We all have our own specific qualities and strengths that we can put to 
good use in God's 'team'. We align ourselves with God's plan, and follow 
the one whom we believe should be taking the adulation of the crowd. 
And who is this person? He's the person in your life who is number one in 
your heart. Crown the Lord Jesus as your King and let all your individual 
efforts be for the honour of Christ our leader. 

Of course, a cycle race analogy has its limitations! We are not competing 
against fellow-saints, and all fellow-believers are on the same team in the 
big picture. Nor is Christ dependent on our contribution to boost His 
victory. But the lesson that we must dedicate ourselves to filling the role 
He has for us as disciples, is rightly expressed in a picture of a tremendous 
race.3 

Recognition of, and a right relation to, leadership is biblically illustrated in 
1 Sam.18 where we read about David and Jonathan. Jonathan, as the 
eldest son of the King of Israel, had just listened to David explaining his 
actions when he struck down the mighty Philistine, Goliath. On hearing 
this great expression of faith in the Lord, Jonathan became one in spirit 
with David...And Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved 
him as himself.4 Earlier, Jonathan, too, had expressed his faith in the Lord 
with his own bold plan to attack the Philistines.5 So, it is easy to 
understand their kindred spirits, and how they became knit as one. 
However, his next action was all the more significant. In front of all those 
who were assembled, he took off his robe, his tunic, his sword, his bow 
and his belt.6 The rightful successor to the throne of Israel7 had the choice 
to wield or to yield - to rule, or to align his position in faith and recognize 
God's anointed leader for the people of Israel.8 This one act appears to 
signify his recognition that to David belonged all the honour of the victor, 
and that he, Jonathan, would be content to serve him. 

Let us be prepared to yield ourselves, aligning ourselves behind our 
leader, and to give Him all the glory His victory has achieved. 

References: 
(1) 1 Cor.15:57    (2)  Eph.2:10     (3)  1 Cor.9:24;   2 Tim.4:7;   Heb.12:1  
(4) 1 Sam.18:1,3  (5) 1 Sam.14:6  (6) 1 Sam.18:4   (7)  1 Sam.20:31           
(8) 1 Sam.16:13 
Bible quotations from the NIV. 
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Christ's offices and roles - Mediator 

Brian Johnston, Leigh, England 

The preacher D.L. Moody was visiting the father of an eleven-year-old 
boy. Moody realized he had left his satchel and umbrella at his previous 
house call, and asked the boy if he would walk over and get them for him. 
While returning, and carrying the satchel on the end of the umbrella 
poised over his shoulder, the boy stumbled and broke the umbrella. He 
hurried home and told his mother, who told his father, who in turn broke 
the news to Mr. Moody. "So, you broke my umbrella," said Mr. Moody. 
"Come here a minute." Fearfully, the boy went to him. Moody said, "When 
you broke my umbrella, you became frightened and ashamed, didn't you? 
Then you thought, if I tell mother or father, they can go between me and 
Mr. Moody and straighten things up. Now that your father has 
straightened things up, you can come to me. Now, my lad, that is the way 
it is with all of us; we are sinners - afraid of God. But God has provided a 
mediator - someone to go between us and Him - and it is Jesus. You must 
come to God through Jesus. He died for us. and is the Way to God. I am 
glad this happened; I am going to tell my audiences about this, and turn 
them to Christ, our Mediator!"  That is quite helpful, and we shall return to 
it a little later, and add a qualification when dealing with the ultimate 
mediator - Jesus Christ.  

For a biblical example of someone discharging the duty of a mediator, we 
turn to Moses at the time when God was giving the 'Old' Covenant to His 
people, Israel.1 Moses describes his role like this: I was standing between 
the LORD and you at that time, to declare to you the word of the LORD; for 
you were afraid because of the fire and did not go up the mountain.2 This 
portrays the usual sense of mediator as someone who goes between two 
individuals or parties in order to bring them together. 

With the help of such instructive examples, we wish to begin this year's 
series of articles which will turn the spotlight on some of the distinct 
offices or functions performed by the Lord Jesus. We first consider Him as 
mediator, for as the Bible plainly says: there is one God, and one mediator 
also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.3 The letter to the Hebrews 
shows Christ to be greater by far than Moses or Aaron.4 Our aim in this 
article will be to focus on the various aspects of Moses' mediation on 
behalf of God and His people. These will then become the stepping-stones 
by which we will arrive at our consideration of the scope of our Lord's 
mediation. A later article in this series will then separately take up and 
deal with the office of high priest as fulfilled by Christ today. 
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Revelation through the mediator 
God spoke further to Moses and said to him, "I am the LORD; and I appeared 
to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as God Almighty, but by My name, LORD, I did 
not make Myself known to them."5 We may compare this with God's 
revelation through Christ. God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the 
prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken 
to us in His Son.6 The literal sense is that 'God in Sonship' has spoken to us, 
as distinct from previous communication through third party agencies 
during the time of the Old Testament. Throughout His ministry, the Lord 
manifested His Father's name.7 He who was in the Father, and in whom 
also the Father likewise remained, showed the Father to the disciples.8 In 
this, He was the great prophet, declaring supremely the word of the Lord 
even as He disclosed all that was in the Father. In an exquisitely succinct 
characterisation of Christianity, we read: For the Law was given through 
Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ. Ho one has seen 
God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He 
has explained Him.9 This is revelation at its fullest possible extent. Christ, 
the Mediator, is God's ultimate expositor. 

Redemption through the mediator 
I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will 
deliver you from their bondage.   I will also redeem you with an outstretched 
arm and with great judgments.10 We may compare this with the 
redemption which we have known through Christ. When He had made 
purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.11 
All these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ 
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, namely, that God was in Christ 
reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, 
and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.12  
 
The expressions 'through Christ' or 'in Christ’ show that God and Christ 
were active together. This is where we return to the opening illustration 
with a word of qualifying caution. Illustrations are sometimes employed 
by means of which Christ is portrayed by evangelicals as an independent 
mediating figure who interposes between a holy God on the one hand, and 
guilty sinners on the other. In this way, as a third party, He takes on the 
penalty which we humans deserve, and experiences in our place the 
wrath which arises from the offended holiness of God. In reality, our texts 
tell us that it is God who pays the penalty for sin in and through the 
person and work of the man Christ Jesus (as mediator). God in sonship 
has come and spoken to us; and God in Christ in our nature has reconciled 
us to Himself.13 
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Relationship through the mediator 
The relationship in view here is based upon three wonderful promises. 
'Then I will take you for My people, and I will be your God; and you shall 
know that I am the LORD your God, who brought you out from under the 
burdens of the Egyptians...14 Three times in the letter to the Hebrews,15 we 
read of Jesus being a mediator of a new or better covenant than the one 
mediated by Moses at Mount Sinai. The comparison is made explicit in 
Heb.8 and the same three promises are highlighted which we found 
anticipated in God's words to Moses.16 Those addressed in the Hebrews' 
letter, as those brought into the fullness of blessing of this new and better 
covenant relationship, are those who become God's people, and He 
becomes their God, and they know Him. Every born-again believer knows 
the forgiveness of his or her sins, but it is to believers in the Church of God 
at Corinth that Paul writes of these corporate blessings being fully 
realized by obedient disciples being separated from worldliness and 
disobedient lifestyles including any aspect which would incline to 
ecclesiastical error.17 

In summary 
In Jesus Christ, His Son, God has acted as deliverer, just as God did in 
saving the Israelites from slavery in Egypt. Through Christ our mediator, 
there has been revealed to us the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.18 
Beyond that, through Christ, God has acted to redeem us from the curse 
and penalty of the Law; from the servitude which the world system 
imposes; and most fundamentally from our shortfall as measured over 
against the standard of God's glory revealed in Christ. The context for the 
widest enjoyment of these blessings by the redeemed is to be found in the 
New Testament community of disciples devoted to the Apostles' 
teaching19 as provided by the terms of the New Covenant. 

References: 
(1) Gal.3:19 (2) Deut.5:5 (3) 1 Tim.2:5 (4) see e.g. Heb.1:1-3; Heb.3:1-6; 
Heb.7:27-28 (5) Ex.6:2-3 (6) Heb.1:1-2 (7) Jn 17:6 (8) Jn 14:9-10 (9) Jn 
1:17-18 (10) Ex.6:6 (11) Heb.1:3 (12) 2 Cor.5:18-19; see also Rom.5:1,9-
11 (13) Thought-provoking reading: John Stott, The Cross of Christ, Inter-
Varsity Press, 1986, 159-160 (14) Ex.6:7-8 (15) Heb.8:6; Heb.9:15; 
Heb.12:24 (16) Heb.8:10-11 (17) 2 Cor.6:14-18 (18) 2 Cor.4:6; cp. 
Ex.34:33-35 (19) Acts 2:41-42 
Bible quotations from the NASB. 
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Bible-wide prophecies 

The longest war is already won - Satan defeated and evil removed 

David Woods, Manchester, England 

For many, the origin and continuation of evil is a troubling concept. This 
article seeks to Biblically address the topic, confirming the glorious truth 
of God's holy and perfect sovereign authority over all things, including 
evil. In the end God will triumph, Satan will be defeated and expelled, and 
sin and evil will be removed forever. God's people will eternally enjoy the 
fullness of God's person and presence, unhindered by sin. This is what 
God tells us in His Word! 

We read that God is light; in him there is no darkness at all,1 so He is not 
the cause, origin, or sustainer of sin. Careful study of the Bible shows that 
one of God's angels (created beings with the capacity to be voluntarily 
obedient) was the first creature to sin, and that he was joined by other 
angels in a revolt against the Creator. We know him as Satan. 

Ezek.28:11-18 would appear to point us to this rebellion. The 'king of 
Tyre' seems to refer to the behind-the-scenes influencer of the earthly 
'prince of Tyre' mentioned in Ezek.28:2-10. This powerful, unseen figure 
was orchestrating what was happening in the political affairs of one of the 
world's superpowers. Of course, God always remains in sovereign control 
of all things at all times, but within that absolutely good and perfect 
authority He permits the presence and activity of Satan, and associated 
satanic evil outcomes (see the early chapters of the book of Job). God is 
always, and ultimately, working out His good plan and purpose. Satan and 
evil can do nothing to prevent that. 

This 'king of Tyre' is described in terms that distinguish him from the 
human race. He was an 'anointed guardian cherub'. In Gen.3:24 we find 
another Bible reference to the presence of cherubim: they were angels 
placed at the entrance to the Garden of Eden after 'the Fall', to prevent 
Adam and Eve from returning to the immediate presence of God in Eden. 
They were protectors of God's holy presence.  This 'cherub' was perfect 
and privileged, having access to the very presence of God. The reference 
to Eden, the garden of God in Ezek.28:13 would seem to refer to the 
presence of God in heaven prior to the creation of the earth. 

But sin occurred: this angelic 'king of Tyre' was filled with pride,2 
presuming that he could occupy a position higher than God! Because of 
this, the corrupted angel was expelled from heaven.3 And he was not 
alone; other rebellious angels were also ejected.4 Some of these 
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disobedient spirits were restrained; others were permitted to be active in 
the spiritual realm directly affecting the affairs of this world.5 
   
 Thus, while Satan may at times be summoned by God, as seen in Job 
chapters 1-2, he does not reside in the same immediate presence of God 
that he had once enjoyed. When he is asked by God to report on the 
whereabouts of his activities, his response is: "From roaming throughout 
the earth, going back and forth on it." 6 Satan is actively opposing God in 
the spiritual realms of the air 7 and the earth. And this is why he deceived 
Eve in the garden of Eden, resulting in the sinful rebellion of humanity.8 

Thankfully, God's eternal purposes did not stop with the fall of humanity. 
Immediately following the Fall, God promised that Satan would be 
defeated. Look at Gen.3:15 - as God began to state the consequences of 
mankind's sin. He first spoke to the serpent (an embodiment of Satan): "I 
will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring 
and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel." 

God, looking at the full canvas of His eternal plan, was seeing someone, a 
'seed' of the woman, who would inflict a crushing defeat on the deceiving 
serpent. This was the first Bible reference to the great champion of 
Calvary, the Christ who would defeat death, sin and Satan by suffering 
death Himself.9 The sinless Son of God, Jesus Christ, came that He might 
suffer once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring 
us to God.10 His resurrection from death demonstrated His power over sin 
and death, rendering Satan a defeated enemy. But the finality of that 
defeat is a future (but soon) event.11 

For now, God commands that men everywhere repent in anticipation of a 
final day of ultimate justice.12 The offer of forgiveness of sins is made to all 
people. Through faith in the Saviour God has provided, people can be 
saved from the eternal punitive judgment that awaits all rebels, including 
Satan and his demonic hordes.13 

So, right from the earliest words of Scripture, God's decisive defeat of 
Satan, and the removal of evil, is promised. The prophetic allegories of 
Ezek.28:11-18 and Isa. 14:12-15 maintain continuity of the theme, 
supported by the wonderful prophecies that speak of a future kingdom of 
peace and glory in a newly created heavens and earth, where sin, and its 
effects, are removed.14 

For the present time Satan continues to deceive humanity. He was active 
during the time of the Lord's life on earth.  We read of significant 
destructive demonic activity, Satan's influence on Jesus' own disciples15 



                       2017/18 -   9 

and his direct confrontation of the Lord in the wilderness temptations.16   
Just prior to Calvary, Jesus said, "...the prince of this world is coming. He has 
no hold over me, but he comes so that the world may learn that I love the 
Father and do exactly what my Father has commanded me." 17 The Lord 
knew that Satan's activity was all within the sovereign purposes of God, 
who would be glorified through the obedience of His Son, who  in turn 
would not be  deflected by the  evil  attacks  of the  adversary.   Jesus' 
consummate obedience would result in His death, 18 which would be the 
very means by which Satan and sin would be defeated! 19 

Jesus was well aware what His mission on earth would accomplish. He 
refers to one aspect of it in Jn 12:31, "Now is the time for judgment on this 
world; now the prince of this world will be driven out." Praise God that the 
one with whom sin originated, and the one who holds such destructive 
power and control over people in our world today, will eventually be 
driven out! 

When we turn to Rev.12 we home in on Satan's final days. In the Bible 
prophecy 'end-times' timeline, this chapter refers to the period known as 
'the Great Tribulation'. In the time depicted, the church the Body of Christ 
(all born-again believers since the Day of Pentecost) is no longer on earth, 
because they have been caught up to be with the Lord at His return to the 
air.20 

The picture language employed in Rev.12 describes the activity of the 
dragon", also called 'the ancient serpent,21 reminding us of the deceiving 
activities of the serpent in Eden. This dragon is defeated by the angelic 
beings,  and cast out of the spiritual heavenly realms to the earth. A loud 
voice in heaven states, "the accuser of our brothers and sisters...has keen 
hurled down...woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone 
down to you! He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short." 
22 In this new restricted zone of activity on earth, Satan focuses his evil 
attentions on God's ancient people Israel and any who, even in those last 
days, pursue the salvation of God in Christ.  

Then, in Rev.20 we read about the 1,000-year reign of Christ on earth. 
During this period Satan is bound in the abyss,23 but is released for his 
final act of rebellion. Once again, he deceives the nations of the earth, 
causing them to gather for battle against Christ and God's people. No 
battle occurs because fire comes from heaven to consume the amassed 
armies.24 
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Finally, the Devil is thrown into the lake of burning sulphur, to be 
tormented day and night.25 Frighteningly, unrepentant sinners are sent to 
this same place after they are judged by God.26 

For Christians, the promise of a future without sin and without evil 
brings such joyful hope. Sin and its effects are horrific, and most people 
on earth are looking for a new world order without the evils of our 
present existence. They will only find it through faith in Christ. The new 
heavens and earth will be a place where righteousness dwells27 and the 
only way for unrighteous sinners to be counted as righteous by God is by 
faith alone in the death and resurrection of Jesus.28 How relevant, and 
victorious, the gospel is in our broken world today! 

References: 
(1) 1 Jn 1:5 (2) Isa.14:13-14 (3) Ezek.28:16-17; Isa.14:12 (4) 2 Pet.2:4; 
Jude 1:6 (5) 2 Cor.4:4; Rom.8:38 (6) Job 1:7, 2:2 (7) Eph.2:2; 6:12 (8) 
Gen.3:13; 2 Cor.11:3 (9) Heb.2:14-15 (10) 1 Pet.3:18 ESV (11) Rom.16:20 
(12) Acts 17:30-31 (13) Matt.25:41 (14) e.g. Isa.65 (15) see Mk.8:33; 
Lk.22:3 (16) see Lk.4:1-13 (17) Jn 14:30-31 (18) Phil.2:8 (19) see Col.2:15 
(20) see 1 Thess.4:16-17 (21) Rev.12:9 (22) Rev.12:10-12 (23) Rev.20:1-3 
(24) Rev.20:7-10 (25) Rev.20:10 (26) Rev.20:11-15 (27) 2 Pet.3:13 (28) 
see Rom.3:23-26; 2 Cor.5:21 
Bible quotations from the NIV, unless otherwise stated.
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The Excellencies of Christ 

Gentle and humble 

Craig Jones, Toronto, Canada 

According to 1 Pet.2:9, one of the wonderful purposes of God, in forming 
for Himself a spiritual people of God,...a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation...is in order that they may proclaim the excellencies of Him who 
has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light. There's no shortage 
of material either, for the excellencies of our Lord Jesus are too numerous 
to mention and certainly too numerous for comprehensive coverage in 
this series of articles. 

So then for this first instalment, we're thinking about the one who, in 
Matt. 11:29, described Himself as gentle and humble in heart. The context, 
of course, was the lovely appeal by the Saviour for all who are weary and 
heavy-laden to come to Him and find rest for their souls. Perhaps one of 
the most important ways the Lord conveyed this beautiful gentleness was 
in His personal interactions and how often He made a point of making 
physical contact with people. We know that to effect divine healing, or 
exercise some other amazing miracle, the Lord only needed to speak.1 
However, on many other occasions, He chose to touch those whom He 
healed; the leper in Matt.8:3; Peter's mother-in-law;2 Jairus' daughter;3 
the blind man of Bethsaida;4 Malchus;5 and the crippled woman.6 It wasn't 
just for physical healing either, as we recall those almost fleeting 
references that are so precious to all believing parents, when Jesus 
embraced the babies and little children, taking them into His arms to 
cuddle them and bless them.7 

We surely all know from experience the immense value of such personal 
touch. The love, compassion, kindness, care and friendship that can be 
conveyed by the simplest of touches, whether by a hug, a kiss, a 
handshake, an affirming touch to the arm or shoulder. That kind of real, 
human connection from one person to another can convey so much of the 
warmth and gentleness of the human spirit. How much more so then, 
when the beloved of God reached out to gently, yet powerfully, convey His 
compassion and love to those He met. Perhaps we can be somewhat 
envious of those folks who had such real, personal encounters with our 
Lord. And yet, as the old hymn says, 'Thy touch has still its ancient 
power'8 and though it may not be as physically tangible as when the Lord 
was here on earth, His presence and His touch in our lives are no less real. 
Our experience is more likely to be similar to Paul's who, in the midst of 
abandonment by his fellows at the time, felt the very real, comforting, 
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reassuring and gentle presence of the Lord by his side.9 

Gentleness and humility seem to go hand in hand. Perhaps there's no 
better expression of this in the Lord Himself than the magnificent 
fulfilment of the ancient prophecy of Zech.9:9, which envisioned the 
majestic King coming to Jerusalem, humble and mounted on a donkey. We 
see the fulfilment in Matt.21:5, in what is so often referred to as the Lord's 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem, where He comes into the great city, gentle 
and mounted on a donkey. The King of kings and Lord of lords, the 
majestic prince of heaven, the glorious Son of God was coming to embark 
on the final stage of His great mission, not with the pomp and 
circumstance of an earthly monarch, but with the characteristic humility 
and gentleness of the one who, although He existed in the form of God, did 
not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, 
taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 
Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.10 How truly excellent 
and praiseworthy and deserving of our emulation! 

References: 
(1) e.g. Matt.8:8,13; Lk.4:35 (2) Matt.8:15 (3) Lk.8:54 (4) Mk.8:22-25 (5) 
Lk.22:51 (6) Lk.13:13 (7) Mk.10:16; Lk.18:15-16 (8) Henry Twells, PHSS 
477 (9) 2 Tim.4:17 (10) Phil.2:6-8 
Bible quotations from the NASB.  
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A sense of belonging 

An interview 

with Ryan Ferguson, Belfast, N. Ireland 

Ryan Ferguson went to camp in Northern Ireland, and local youth 
work in Belfast, before being added to the Church of God in Belfast in 
January 2016. As a young man coming freshly to churches of God, we 
took the opportunity to ask Ryan some questions.  

What early memories do you have of Christianity in your life? 
Well, when I was in nursery, my granny took me to a youth club, near to 
where we lived at the time, called 'the Campaigners'. It was a relaxed 
place, with different activities (the majority of the time it was playing 
football or something like that), however. I distinctly remember that there 
were talks about being a Christian and what Christianity was. I attended 
that club until I reached about 2nd form in secondary school (aged 12/13) 
when I moved house and found myself near Shiloh Hall - the meeting 
place of the Church of God in Belfast. During this period I remember a 
conversation with the leaders (at Discovery Club - local youth work) 
about the need to accept Jesus as Saviour to be saved. I acted on this, and 
feel that I was saved at that time - but did experience uncertainty in 
subsequent years. 

When did you develop more of an interest in spiritual things? 
I feel that I've always had an interest in spiritual things from around 
about the age of 10, but lacked knowledge and guidance about biblical 
Christianity and what it means to be in touch with God and live a life in 
step with the Holy Spirit. That was until I started attending the church 
youth camp - a summer residential where the Bible is taught - and even 
then, I didn't begin to grasp things more fully until I was 17. 

So what role has the church youth camp in Northern Ireland played in 
your understanding of the Bible? 
It has played a very important role in furthering my understanding of 
Bible teaching. I used to have a Bible, from my 'Campaigners' days, that I 
found difficult to read and understand. It was at summer camp a few 
years ago that I finally got a new, easier-to-understand, Bible which I 
began to read in my spare time. In 2015 I received an NIV Bible which has 
fitted my needs well, as well as a Bible with study resources after my 
baptism. All in all, I think that summer camp, and other forms of church 
youth work, have played an important part in helping me to engage with 
the Bible, and in my journey to discipleship. 
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Would you like to share your experience of baptism and coming into 
the Church of God in Belfast? 
At summer camp in 2015 1 discussed lots of things with David Woods 
who was the spiritual leader -including confirmation of my salvation. I 
expressed my desire to be part of the church and to be baptized. After that 
I met regularly with an overseer in Belfast for Bible study. As part of that, 
we went through various passages and verses about baptism (Acts 2, Acts 
8, Rom.6) - what it meant and entailed. I asked if I could be baptized and 
had a talk with some local overseers, who informed the church. I was very 
anxious about the actual act, so the whole thing was kept informal, with 
only a small group of people from camp and home attending to help my 
nerves — it was a big deal! I got into the tank and was baptized in the 
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit - immersed into the 
water and brought back up again. Though it is only a metaphor for my 
new life in Christ, I felt a sense of completeness and satisfaction in 
following Jesus' command. The whole thing happened on a Saturday night 
so the next morning I was added to the Church of God in Belfast and 
enjoyed my first remembrance of Jesus as part of the church. 

Why do you think being part of a church of God is important? 
Being part of the Church of God is a very important aspect of my life. It 
gives me a sense of belonging, knowing that I belong to Christ and that 
together with others in the church I am giving Him and the Father my 
worship. It allows me to express thanks to God for Calvary, and to 
remember what the Saviour did to take my sins away and how much I was 
loved for that to happen. Seeing the wider international aspect of the 
churches of God at YFR 2016 was also a great experience for me! 

You've been active in thanksgiving during the remembrance, which is 
great — how do you find that experience? 
It has been difficult in terms of getting the words out! It is a nerve-
wracking experience, but at the same time it fills me with a sense of 
warmth and purpose. That is coupled with the nervousness of having to 
speak in front of everyone. However, knowing that my words are being 
taken by Christ and made perfect through Him as our Great High Priest is 
something that really helps to ease and encourage me.
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Invisible realities 

Who am I? A child of God indwelt by His Holy Spirit 

Geralde Mag-usara, Davao, Philippines 

"What? Will You leave us very soon? You called us to go with You. We 
gave up all we had just to follow You. But now you are going away?" 

The disciples of the Lord probably thought that way in their sorrow to 
hear His farewell.1 He did go to the cross for our sake, He died, but rose 
again the third day. Mission accomplished! He is ready to go back now to 
His Father. But, "What about us, Lord? Who will guide, protect, and 
defend us, especially from Your enemies?" He answered, "I will ask the 
Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you 
forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because 
it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with 
you and will be in you." 2 The Lord kept His promise and sent the Holy 
Spirit to them at the day of Pentecost.3 

Although unseen, His presence is so real in every Christian believer. He is 
not a mere force as some falsely teach, but He's a living person who 
dwells in us. Many cults in the Philippines do not believe that the Holy 
Spirit is a person for the reason that He doesn't have a physical body. 
That's not the way the Bible introduces Him to us. We believe He is a 
living person because the Scripture revealed that He has a mind,4 a will5 
and emotions.6 The Lord Jesus introduced Him, not as 'it’, but as 'He', 
emphasizing that He is a PERSON: "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, 
He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own 
initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you 
what is to come'.7  He is God8 - the third member of the Trinity.9 The facts 
that prove His deity are that: He is omnipresent,10 omniscient,11 
omnipotent12 and eternal.13 

One of the important roles of the Holy Spirit is to unite believers. When 
Christ said to His disciples, "I will build my church", He did not say this 
with respect to any particular denomination; instead He was referring to 
His 'body'.14 It is composed of all true believers, regardless of the 
denomination they are in: all who have confessed that Christ is the Son of 
the living God.15 And when we believe that, Christ baptizes us in the Spirit 
into His body. For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and 
all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is 
Christ. For [in] one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews 
or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one 
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Spirit. 16 But it does not end there. The Spirit who unites all believers 
within the Body of Christ is also the same Spirit who wants to unite God's 
people to serve collectively in His temple. It is God's will that the unity 
which exists in the Body should be seen in God's temple (or house, 
namely, the interdependent fellowship of the churches of God) through 
God's Spirit within us.17 God gave the Holy Spirit not only to unite 
believers, but also to dwell in God's children to perform WISE things for 
us. 

Witnessing 
It is impossible for a sinner to become God's child if s/he was only born 
once. S/he needs to be born twice, both physically and spiritually. Jesus 
said to Nicodemus, "...unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of 
God." 18 Of course, we were born physically from our mother's womb, but 
being born again is a spiritual thing.19 By faith, God gave us authority to 
become His children.20 We are born through God. And the father and Son 
gave us the Holy Spirit as the witness of this invisible reality. Paul says, 
The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God.21 This 
is also connected with the sealing of the Holy Spirit. He acts as our seal of 
ownership, proving that we are of God.22 

Indwelling 
In the Old Testament era the Holy Spirit came upon men to help them in 
God's work, but that presence was not necessarily permanent. For 
instance, the Spirit of the Lord was upon Samson at the beginning,23 but 
when he disobeyed God, He departed from him.24 David also, at one point 
in His life, begged God. Do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.25 However, 
when the Lord introduced the Holy Spirit to His disciples in the New 
Testament, the words of the Lord were very clear about His permanence 
for He told them, "...that He may be with you forever." 26 Children of God 
must always be conscious of the Spirit's presence within them. Such 
awareness will help us to keep from sinning. I still remember well when, 
at the age of twelve, I was a naughty school pupil. My teacher was proud 
of me because I was one of the top pupils. But she didn't know that I used 
to cheat during the test. One day, a jealous classmate revealed my dirty 
secret. She then asked some of my classmates to spy on me when we were 
taking the test. Unfortunately, they caught me in the act and immediately 
reported to the teacher! After that, the teacher sat beside me during tests. 
Because of her close presence, I couldn't do what I had previously done. 

This is also the same with all true believers. The Greek word para used in 
Jn 14:17 means 'beside' or 'alongside'. So, if we remain aware of His 
presence beside us, whatever we do or wherever we are, we can't go 
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against His will. Instead He wants us to walk in the Spirit. But I say, walk 
by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.27 Also, the 
Scripture reveals that our body is His temple and we should strive not to 
destroy it (e.g. through smoking or excessive drinking) but to use our 
body for His glory.28 And although the Lord said that He is permanently 
dwelling in us,29 and will never leave us, He may be grieved if we are 
careless with our deeds.30 
 
Succouring 
In Jn 14:14, Jesus said, "If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it. " 
That's true. Jesus never fails to keep His promise. But we need to 
understand that it does not mean that God will give us 'all what we want' 
if we ask Him. Paul, who prayed to the Lord three times to remove his 
infirmities, received 'No' as an answer, yet this man had been so faithful to 
Him. Instead, He said to him, My grace is sufficient for you, for power is 
perfected in weakness.31 That was the will of God for him at that time. This 
tells us that we need to rely on God's will when we pray for our 
infirmities. And we are grateful to Him that the Spirit within us is 
succouring or helping when we pray to make sure that our prayers 
coincide with the will of God!32 

Empowering & equipping 
Peter was afraid of a servant girl when he denied the Lord three times at 
the hall of Caiaphas.33 However, after the Spirit was poured out at 
Pentecost, Peter had no fear to witness about Christ, even to the rulers. 
What's the difference? He was then empowered by the Holy Spirit.34 This 
is the same with us today. The Spirit within us will empower us, too, 
through God's Word35 as we witness about Christ to others. Not only that, 
He will equip us by giving gifts for service.36 Wow! Christ came for our 
benefit and then left us so that we might have four more benefits - by 
sending the Spirit! Praise God for His WISE ministry within us. 
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Bible covenants 

God's covenant with Noah 

Peter Hickling, Cromer, England 

What is a 'Covenant'? 
The word 'covenant isn't in very widespread use today, unless you, the 
reader, happen to be a legal or property professional. It is therefore 
worthwhile to define its meaning before we begin to discuss God's 
covenants. 

A covenant is an agreement either to do or not to do something; for 
example, if someone sells part of his land the sale agreement may include 
a covenant granting a right of way over land which remains in his 
ownership. Alternatively, someone may sell a freehold piece of land, but 
include covenants which prevent certain uses there, even though the land 
no longer belongs to him. Breaching such covenants may incur severe 
penalties - this is why solicitors have a duty to scrutinize the deeds of a 
property before contracts for sale are exchanged. Human covenants 
nearly always have some sort of quid pro quo attached - each party has 
something to gain in their conditions. God's covenants aren't the same, 
because the parties to the covenants are not equal. It is not possible to 
bind God to do anything, for that would mean that He subjected Himself 
to the jurisdiction of some exterior power, but He can bind Himself by 
making promises. These may be conditional - "If you do this...I will" - or 
unconditional - "I undertake to..." The covenant with Noah is of the latter 
sort. 

The world in the time of Noah 
In the original creation, Scripture tells us, God created man in his own 
image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created 
them.1 That is, in their original state they were sinless, but the Fall 
supervened, leading to a steady deterioration in the state of human 
society, until by the time of Noah the LORD saw that the wickedness of man 
was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart 
was only evil continually.2 So the LORD said, "I will blot out man whom I 
have created from the face of the land, man and animals and creeping 
things and birds of the heavens, for I am sorry that I have made them."3 
Amidst this depravity there was one beacon of uprightness: Noah. 

The character of Noah 
Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his generation. Noah walked with 
God.4  Notice that Noah was not a sinless man; no-one except Christ has 
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been that, but he must have been like Job, of whom the LORD said to 
Satan, "Have you considered my servant Job, that there is none like him on 
the earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from 
evil?" 5 No specific righteous acts of Noah are mentioned, but Noah found 
favor in the eyes of the LORD. 6 His ready obedience to God is seen in the 
way that he obeyed the command to make the ark. Such a wide 
inundation had never been seen before, and Noah might have thought it 
unlikely, but he obeyed and made the ark which eventually saved himself 
and his household. His character is shown by the fact that the first thing 
that he did on leaving the ark was to offer sacrifices to God.7 As a result of 
this the LORD said in his heart, "I will never again curse the ground because 
of man, for the intention of man's heart is evil from his youth. Neither will I 
ever again strike down every living creature as I have done. While the earth 
remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and 
night, shall not cease." 8 Notice that God made His own resolution in His 
heart; this antedated the covenant which He subsequently declared to 
Noah, and it emphasizes the fact that God's covenants are essentially 
unilatera1: they are actions of His own will. 

God's covenant with Noah 
First of all, God gave to Noah and his family every living thing that moves 
as food, with the description as I gave you the green plants.9 The 
implication, taken with Gen.1:29-30, is that antediluvian mankind was 
vegetarian. Promises were given to mankind that extended far beyond 
Noah's immediate progeny, even though God knew that the intention of 
man's heart is only evil from his youth. 

God said to Noah and to his sons with him, "Behold, I establish my 
covenant with you and your offspring after you, and with every living 
creature that is with you, the birds, the livestock, and every beast of the 
earth with you, as many as came out of the ark; it is for every beast of the 
earth. I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be 
cut off by the waters of the flood, and never again shall there be a flood to 
destroy the earth." 10 This was a promissory covenant; there was no 
question of a bargain here. It entirely arose from God's grace and 
goodness. He knew what people were like, and He foresaw the depravity 
to which they would sink, even to the rejection and slaughter of His Son, 
but nevertheless He eschewed further widespread destruction. 

The sign of the covenant 
Those who lived at the time of the Flood disaster, and folk memories for 
centuries after that, might well have been afraid of what was going to 
happen when they saw-prolonged heavy rain and rising river levels. Even 
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in our time, the 2016 floods in Malawi have inundated large areas of land 
causing loss of life, livelihood and homes. Is there any sign of the promise? 
God gave one: God said, "This is the sign of the covenant that I make 
between me and you and every living creature that is with you, far all future 
generations: I have set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the 
covenant between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and 
the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between 
me and you and every living creature of all flesh. And the waters shall never 
again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I 
will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every 
living creature of all flesh that is on the earth." 11  

 
What did those who first heard the promise think of the sign of the 
covenant? Had they never seen a rainbow before? It is possible that some 
had a very primitive conception of what God was like, and viewed the bow 
as the literal bow of God as the 'mighty hunter'. However, people today 
tend to be 'historical snobs', who underestimate the knowledge of people 
of earlier ages. Maybe there had always been rainbows, which God took 
up to be the sign of the covenant to all who would see them. Even 
schoolchildren today learn about the physics of light shining through 
water drops; the ancients would not explain the phenomenon in this way, 
but could be reminded of God's promise by it. 

The prototype covenant 
The covenant with Noah is the first time that the word is used in 
Scripture, but it displays the essential character of subsequent divine 
covenants in the respects that: 
 
1. It was unilateral; that is, that there was no element of bargaining in it. 
The covenant applied not only to men, but also to every living creature. 
2. It was a covenant of grace, which resulted from the freely loving 
character of God. It might be argued at this point that  
 
Noah deserved the goodness of God, because Noah was a righteous man, 
blameless in his generation. Noah walked with God. However, it is clear 
throughout the Scripture, as we have pointed out previously, that no 
human being, even though he honestly seeks to do well in his life, is free 
from the entail of sin. Indeed, it is the experience of the most saintly of 
men that the nearer they draw to God the more they feel their own 
shortcomings. 

However, there was no obligation placed upon those who benefited from 
this covenant. As we shall see, later covenants had both a blessing, if their 
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terms were kept, and a curse, if they were disregarded. It is salutary to us, 
inheritors of the New Covenant, to look back over the covenants recorded 
in Scripture and see the responses of those who received them, and learn 
from their attitude. 
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Don't shoot the messenger! 

Geoffrey Hydon, Mount Forest, Canada 

As the election in the USA drew near last November, the rancour from 
candidates and their supporters grew louder. One told the electorate that 
the media was controlled by the camp of the other candidate, and was 
misreporting the facts. Western politicians are having to change to reflect 
the fact that information can now be shared far more easily if using 
current technology. This can be embarrassing. The 'Clinton camp' found 
this out when, allegedly with Russian assistance, Americans learned the 
content of emails accessed by computer hackers. And they also saw 
videos of another presidential candidate speaking most inappropriately 
about women. Instead of focusing on policies, the presidential campaigns 
became dominated by attack and counterattack about personal 
weaknesses, and apparent character flaws. 

Democratic politics and politicians are losing support. Russia and China 
are in the ascendency, while the world's so-called super-power has been 
evidencing a lot of weaknesses. What is to be done about this? Do we have 
a role to play? It might be timely for us to remind ourselves that as 
Christians we have to exhibit ambassador-like qualities. We represent a 
King of another realm, and our job is to witness to His words, not to 
attempt to gain influence by joining the ranks of politicians in the place 
where we reside. Paul wanted people to pray: that words may he given to 
me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, for 
which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought 
to speak.1 

If we are to be effective as Christ's ambassadors it will be essential that 
we stick to His script and that our everyday lives match what we say. But 
still we may not be accurately reported. The average length of a tweet on 
Twitter - measured back in January, 2012 - was reportedly 60 characters 
(characters, not words!) out of an available 140 characters. When we 
speak as ambassadors to the outside world, others' opinion about it may 
be expressed in less than twelve words (if we assume words use the 
reported average of 5.69 characters). We might do well to carefully 
consider how best to explain Scripture in few, well chosen, words. A 
correct short, but true, quote should be more effective than someone 
else's knee-jerk reaction to it, expressed in their words. 
 
We are only messengers. That suggests another analogy: the herald. One 
way of getting a message to a largely illiterate target audience in the past, 
was to use a herald. The herald simply went to where the people 
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gathered, drew their attention, then yelled the message in the very words 
the herald was told to use. Perhaps the herald would want to use other 
words, but that was not supposed to happen; the objective was brief, but 
accurate, communication of a predetermined message. Interestingly, 
history tells us that heralds would wear the coat of arms of the royalty 
they represented. Your mind may already be translating these aspects 
into descriptions of evangelical activity.  Going with your Master's colours 
into the public square and proclaiming the words of life. That's exactly the 
kind of thing the angel (another messenger!) said to the Apostles: during 
the night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them 
out, and said, "Go and stand in the temple and speak to the people all the 
words of this Life." 2 That is, be heralds.  
 
Older Christians may well be able to envisage the very position of a text 
on the page of the paper Bible they have used for years. Today's readers 
of e-books simply scroll through text on a screen with no facility to 
remember its location as their parents' generation did. Moreover, the 
multiplicity of modern versions of the Bible makes it harder to choose 
which variation of a text to remember. But if we are all to be good 
messengers, we shall need to find effective ways to learn and use the very 
words of Scripture, so that we can convey them accurately. Our e-devices 
make it easier to research Bible passages in depth, and make the 
Scriptures more accessible: you have your mobile phone - you have your 
Bible. And if you can't remember the location of the text your Bible 
software will find it for you with ease. I can then send people a link to 
Bible information they need. But if the text stays in my pocket I shall not 
have done the work of an ambassador, herald, messenger. 

References: 
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Personal dilemmas 

Temptation 

Michael Johnston, Kirkintilloch, Scotland 

Sometimes, when I'm at work, I'll slip out in the middle of the afternoon to 
buy a bar of chocolate from the corner shop. At the time, there is the 
intention that this purchase will be my snack for the rest of "the week, and 
I'll take a small piece at roughly the same time each afternoon. However, it 
very rarely works out that way, and in at most two sittings I've eaten the 
entire bar of chocolate.  There are two separate aspects of temptation at 
play here: the first is an instantaneous decision to indulge in buying a 
quick pick-me-up as my work energy lulls; the second is a constant failing 
to keep to the limitations that I have set for myself. The former challenges 
our integrity in a snap decision; the latter our self-control and self-
discipline over a period of time. 

Making a choice 
The most memorable examples of temptation in the Bible are those that 
take place in an instant: the three recorded temptations that Jesus faced 
in the wilderness;1 David's desire for Bathsheba;2 and Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abed-Nego's fortitude when threatened with the furnace.3 They make 
good stories because the drama unfolds simply and is resolved quickly. 
They are also stories that are obviously told with the purpose of 
demonstrating how to deal with temptation (or how not to). It is good to 
study the characters involved and see why and how they did what they 
chose to do. We can understand the importance of being familiar with 
God's Word, of evaluating choices based on their future consequences, 
and of standing by Christian friends who can strengthen our resolve in the 
most difficult situations. 

The problem 
However, such examples do not easily project themselves onto all our 
experiences, especially when we are experiencing temptations over a long 
period of time. It could be unrestrained access to unsavoury internet 
content, requests from our friends to join them on a night out, or a 
relationship where we have to deal with the availability of having sex 
outside of marriage. The first two or three times we face the dilemma, we 
may easily swat it aside, having suitably prepared ourselves with the 
lessons learned from the prior examples. But even then, over time, having 
to repeatedly turn down our friends or continually exercise restraint in 
private can wear us down, and we face a trial of stamina in the same 
mould as trying to not eat a chocolate bar that we have constantly with us. 
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Conviction 
A man who endured repeated temptation and so provides a good example 
is Joseph. He was approached day after day4 by the wife of Potiphar, but 
he responded with the words, "My master...has put everything that he has 
in my charge...nor has he kept back anything from me except you, because 
you are his wife. How then can I do this great wickedness and sin against 
God?" 5 His answer, and his repeated denial of this temptation, prove the 
strength of his conviction in this matter. 

The word 'conviction' is a suitable one here because it conveys the sense 
of something firmly held and truly believed - having opinions, ideas and a 
stance on temptation are of limited use, because such things are 
abandoned easily and will not survive the repeated attacks of the enemy. 
Instead, conviction is vital. 

Finding conviction 
However, there is no easy formula to finding this conviction and 
overcoming temptation, else we would not struggle against it as we do. 
Convincing ourselves of the right and wrong choices to make, is especially 
hard if we find ourselves in a position where we have repeatedly made 
the wrong choice. At such a point, it might be necessary to build that 
conviction right back up from the basics: we can remember the suffering 
that Christ went through on our behalf to stiffen our resolve to live holy 
lives;6 we can take courage that we do not need to feel trapped by the 
things that tempt us, we have been set free from sin;7 we can then take 
action to restore our self-control over our actions.8 Finally, we can enjoy 
the fact that God has already begun a good work in us, and will bring it to 
completion;9 that as we work to overcome temptation in our lives we are 
working alongside our Lord, just as when we are engaged in outward 
service to others. 

References: 
(1) Matt.4:1-11 (2) 2 Sam.chs.11-12 (3) Dan.3 (4) Gen.39:10 Note, in the 
final analysis also removing yourself from the place of temptation may be 
the only solution (5) Gen.39:8-9 (6) 1 Pet.4:1 (7) Rom.6:7 (8) 1 Cor.9:27 
(9) Phil.1:6 
Bible quotations from the ESV. 
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Mission 

Training for Service 

Lindsay Woods, TFS Coordinator 

What is Training for Service (TFS)? 

Following the New Testament pattern, those charged with responsibility 
for pastoral care and teaching in churches of God are not simply the 
product of training courses or seminary attendance. As the Holy Spirit 
equips such men, he leads them into work that evidences to others a 
divine call to service. Their qualifications are not certificates of 
completion of studies; they are the demanding criteria found in, for 
instance, 1 Tim.3 (as applying there to overseers). But that is not to say 
dedicating time for concentrated study with fellow disciples is not a good 
thing, for all in churches of God of whatever age or responsibility. So why 
do the churches of God run residential courses called Training for 
Service? Read on and the answers will be found, first in its historic 
development, then in its current content and in the plans for the future, 
God willing. 

The first of these residential courses was held in 1994, at the home of 
Alistair and Esther Taylor near Guildford in the south of England. Back 
then, some of our full-time Bible teachers and brothers from the Churches 
of God Outreach Committee were guided by the Holy Spirit to develop a 
residential-style Bible study course to encourage and equip younger 
disciples for service in the House of God. Since then, hundreds of younger 
and older disciples from churches of God have been enriched by attending 
the various weeklong courses. We owe much to our hosts, now living near 
Royal Wootton Bassett, alongside Colin and Margaret Jarvis. They have 
opened their homes to us and provided a wonderful 'retreat' environment 
for intensive study of God's Word. 

Since 1994 our TFS leaders have given to us richly from their knowledge 
of God and the Scriptures of truth. Five different courses have been 
pursued: Life in the Spirit; Life in the Kingdom (Hebrews); Transformed 
by the Gospel (Romans); Growing Healthy Churches (Acts); Life in the 
Body (Ephesians).  It has been a special joy to be able to also host some of 
these courses in India, Nigeria and North America. 

In 2015, we had a full complement of eighteen disciples from twelve 
different churches in the Fellowship gathered for the 'Life in the Body' 
course. The Lord again richly blessed our times of teaching, study and 
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fellowship. Our desire has been that, as a consequence of participating in 
these courses, attendees will go back to their personal and church lives 
with a deeper appreciation of what God has done, is doing, and will yet do 
for them as He works out His plan determined before the world was 
made.  From September 2016 a new TFS course has been available for 
delivery - 'Being a Believer.' 

The Apostle Peter wrote: sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always 
being ready to make a defence to everyone who asks you to give an account 
for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence1 In making 
such a defence (engaging in apologetics -from the Greek word 'apologia' 
translated 'defence' in this verse) it's vital that we know who and what we 
believe, and are able to speak of our beliefs in a confident, convincing and 
winsome manner. This is not the preserve of academics! Peter was 
writing to 'ordinary' believers, encouraging them to be well acquainted 
with the fundamentals of their faith, and to be ready to share that faith 
with others in a respectful manner when opportunities arose. 

This TFS course, which will run in 2017 God willing, continues to build on 
the original concept developed in the early 1990s.  'Being a Believer', 
based primarily in the writings of the Apostle John, aims to provide a 
robust understanding of what it truly means to be a follower of Christ 
today. Course participants will see how, in a post-modern Western culture 
that regularly ridicules Christians, it's essential to know: 
 
1. the reality of what we believe, 
2. how what we believe is so radically different from all other 

worldviews, and, 
3. why we are called to be witnesses to the truth.  
 
'Being a Believer' explores the foundations of faith and belief in God by 
studying the fundamentals of what God tells us about: Himself; humanity; 
the Word of God; salvation and redemption; the disciple's life and service; 
and the future hope. 

Our prayer is that there will be a keen interest in this new course. It is our 
desire and prayer that brothers and sisters of all ages will joyfully gather 
for concentrated study, entering into a fuller understanding of God's 
purposes for disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Reference: (1) 1 Pet.3:15 NASB
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From the Editors' Desk  

Issue 2 - 2017 

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own 
way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.1 

Perhaps, like the writer, you may recall the above Bible text as a 
childhood memory verse, and being told that this verse begins with all 
and ends with all, in the Authorised (King James) version. Of course the 
emphasis is on the greatness of the work of 'Him' - the Lord Jesus Christ - 
on Calvary's cross. This issue of NT contains a blend of Christ-focused, 
heart-warming articles, and in your reading, please note the use of the 
word 'all', Here is a flavour of these, as we reflect on Him, as Paul wrote: 
Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge,2 and 
in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.3 

To Abraham the promise was given that "in your seed all the nations of the 
earth shall be blessed. "4 Let us remind ourselves again that "...your Seed, 
"...is Christ.5 

The blessings of forgiveness and justification again remind us of the work 
of Christ and His steadfastness. Two contributors write that 'the cross 
remains 'love's greatest monument", and 'the cross is central. That is 
where Christ paid the debt for us'. 

Now He is seated...far above all principality and power and might and 
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in 
that which is to come.6 

 Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her.7   He is head of the 
Body, and head over all. Then there is yet to be the summing up of all 
things in Christ.8 

Will our response be, as Isaac Watts wrote: 'Love so amazing, so divine. 
Demands my heart, my life, my all'? And the echo of the opening article is, 
"I love Him too." 

Editors would also like to pay tribute to Edwin Neely who passed away at 
the end of 2016. He served in an exemplary way as a contributing editor 
of NT for 20 years (until 2006). He was gifted both spiritually, and in the 
use of English, to express truth succinctly and accurately, especially in 
often neglected parts of the Scriptures such as the Old Testament 
prophetic books. So, in addition to the behind-the-scenes work involved 
in ensuring that high quality articles by others were published, he has 
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also left a legacy of sound biblical instruction in his own writings. 

References: 
(1) Isa.53:6 AV (2) Col.2:2-3 (3) Col.2:9 (4) Gen.22:18 (5) Gal.3:16 (6) 
Eph.1:20-21 (7) Eph.5:25 NASB (8) Eph.1:10  
NASB. Bible quotations from the NKJV, unless stated otherwise. 
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Loving Christ 

Sean Johnston. Belfast, N. Ireland 

Sometimes people close to us may try to make us do things for them by 
saying, "You would do that if you loved me!"  It seems as though we have 
to prove our love for them through our actions. The deed then becomes 
pivotal in the relationship. We know that Jesus said: "If you love me, you 
will keep my commandments."1 At first glance, you could think the same is 
being said here - about having to prove our love for Him. However, Jesus 
is not saying this in a demanding way from a position of need or 
insecurity (as is often the case with us). He loves us deeply and anything 
we do in obedience to Him is a result of our corresponding love for Him.  
As Spurgeon said, 'The essence of obedience lies in the hearty love which 
prompts the deed rather than in the deed itself'2 The same task can be 
done to meet someone's unreasonable demands, or it can be done 
willingly out of love. Obedience, then, is not a drudgery, but the response 
of a loving heart. A true loving response must, of course, only be in accord 
with actions the Bible commends. 

What is 'hearty love'? 
The infinite span of God's love is clearly seen in Ps.103:11 - For as high as 
the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those 
who fear him. It's by drawing from this vastness that we are able to 
transform our lives. The more we put our trust in Him, the more of God's 
love we will be able to experience in our lives. This experiential 
relationship draws out our hearty love for our God as we strive for 
completeness in Him. 

An example is seen in Jesus speaking to His disciples - He had been telling 
them that He was leaving,3 and He needed them to be strong. They were 
confused and fearful and in need of a lot of encouragement. He knew that 
perfect love would cast out fear,4 so to emphasize the key point He 
referred to them, not as apostles, disciples, Christians or believers, but as 
those who simply love Jesus.5 Their love for Him would help them to 
overcome future challenges. This all-encompassing descriptive language 
strips away any hierarchy and clearly positions all who listen as being 
under the umbrella of His love, and as those who love Him in return. 

Who are those who listen? 
1 Jn 4:6 says Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God 
does not listen. The opposite of knowing God is 'not from God', so 
therefore those who listen know God because they belong to Him, they 
are born of Him, and are of His character. Those in the world don't know 



                       2017/18 -   31 

this love as they don't listen: therefore they can't see it, nor can they 
understand it, and they will certainly never experience it.6 This love is 
reserved for those who love Jesus and who abide in Him.7 One of the ways 
in which it is expressed (and another aspect of obedience) is in loving one 
another8 - and there is a challenge for us. 
 
A few years ago, at a Canadian Christian teen camp, the speaker, Phil 
Brennan, was giving the evening camp fire talk. It was an emotionally 
charged and challenging message about the love of the Saviour. After he 
had finished speaking, there was silence except for the crackling of the 
fire. Then out of the darkness a voice from the other side of the circle said, 
"I love Him too!" Then another voice echoed, "I love Him too!" And for the 
next little while all that was heard were differing voices and differing 
accents professing, "I love him too!" It was the sound of young people in 
Christ being moved by this love and savouring their Saviour. We are all 
young in Christ when compared to eternity, so may all who abide in Him 
be encouraged. Stand firm in your convictions and enjoy your encounters 
with our wonderful Saviour - let obedience to Him flow out of hearty love. 
I love Him too. 

References: 
(1) Jn 14:15 (2) CH Spurgeon, Sermon 1932: Love's Law & Life, 1886 (3) 
Jn 13 (4) 1 Jn 4:18 (5) Jn 14:21 (6) Jn 14:17 (7) 1 Jn 4:16 (8) 1 Jn 4:7 

Bible quotations from the ESV.
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Christ's offices and roles - Head of the Body 

James Needham, Birmingham, England 

It was a wonderful day in the history of Israel! Responding to David's 
rallying cry, and the devotion with which he had given his own treasure 
for the construction of a house for God, the leaders of the people stepped 
forward and with their whole heart gave freely to the Lord. Uplifted by 
the selflessness of the people, David blessed God, from whose hand they 
had first received it all: "Yours, Ο LORD, is the greatness and the power and 
the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and 
in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, Ο LORD, and you are exalted as 
head above all."1 
 
Headship has to do with authority and direction. As the head is above the 
human body, directing the members according to the exercise of the 
mind, so the head of any organisation is its controlling power; the one 
with the prominent place of rule, giving direction according to his will. As 
Head above all, the God of heaven has no equal, for, The LORD has 
established his throne in the heavens, and his kingdom rules over all.2 It was 
a lesson Nebuchadnezzar had to learn. Restored from his humiliation, 
having dwelt with the beasts of the field, the king of Babylon praised God 
Most High: for his dominion is an everlasting dominion...he does according 
to his will among the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the 
earth.3  And so He does, for He is head above all! 

Christ as Head above all 
Later in his prophecy, Daniel was caused to see the Ancient of Days4 take 
His seat, enthroned among the multitudes which serve Him. One like a son 
of man came and stood before the throne to receive from God an 
everlasting dominion and a kingdom that shall not be destroyed.4 We are 
left in no doubt who received this dominion from the Head above all, 
since it is confirmed by the words of the Lord Jesus Himself: "all authority 
in heaven and on earth has been given to me."5 It was this authority that 
occupied His mind even in the pain of the night of His betrayal, for as He 
rose from supper to wash His disciples' feet, He did so in the knowledge 
that the Father had given all things into his hands.6 

The power, the glory, the victory and the majesty which David identified 
in God as Head above all were perfected in the glorious triumph of Christ. 
He is the great victor over death and hell, and God has seated Him at His 
right hand far above all rule and authority and power and dominion...he put 
all things under his feet.7 It has been the response of God to the work of 
Calvary to glorify His Son to an unparalleled position, inviting Him to "Sit 
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at my right hand"8 As Peter declared on the day of Pentecost, God has 
made His enemies a footstool for His feet, and "made him both Lord and 
Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified."9 The lowly man of Calvary has been 
highly exalted; from the depths of His humiliation, He has been made 
Head above all!10 

Head of the Church - His supremacy 
It is in this context of His supremacy that we are first introduced to the 
Lord Jesus as Head over the Church, which is His body. Though concealed 
in the Old Testament scriptures, the building of this Church has been one 
of the great, eternal purposes of God. It consists of all those who, 
beginning on the day of Pentecost until the Lord returns for His own, have 
been baptised by the Lord Himself in the Spirit at the point of personal 
salvation.11 In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul described this Church in 
exalted terms. It is the mystery of Christ, once hidden from generations, 
but now revealed through the apostles and prophets by the Holy Spirit. 
This mystery, Paul said, is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the 
same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the 
gospel.12 To Paul was given this message of the unsearchable riches of 
Christ, that he might, through his ministry, unveil the plan of the 
mystery...so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now 
be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.13 Once 
hidden in the heart of God, this church is now the revelation of God's 
manifold wisdom, His open proclamation of victory to the spiritual 
powers arrayed against Him. It is the assertion of the efficacy of His grace 
in Christ, and the manifestation of the irreversible triumph of His work. 

Who then possesses sufficient value to be head over this glorious body? 
Only Christ! So, to the Church God gave His Son, whom first He had made 
head over all things, so that the one who fills all in all might bring divine 
purpose to completion, resulting in the Body reflecting nothing but Christ 
Himself.14 

This connection between the supremacy of Christ and His headship over 
the Body is renewed in Col.1. There we read of His eternal deity, and of 
His role as creator. And there we read, in the middle of this declaration of 
His pre-eminence, that he is the head of the body, the church15 Exalted high 
as Head of the body, the Lord Jesus directs this perfected company of 
saints who have been called, justified and glorified by His own atoning 
work. Here is the manifold wisdom of God laid bare to both the seen and 
unseen realms! Here is His triumph revealed; the exaltation of His Son 
declared in an office which proclaims His glory! 
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Head of the Church - His intimacy 
The theme of Eph.1 is developed in later chapters. In Eph.4 the 
relationship of the Head to the body is seen in the unity of a single 
organism.16 From the Head, the whole body is joined together, every joint 
and every limb supplied with its purpose and direction, that the body 
might grow and build itself up in love. Love remains the theme in Eph.5 
where Paul uses the figure of marriage to describe the intimacy between 
the Head and the body. Christ's love for His Church was wonderfully 
shown when He gave Himself up for her, that by the shedding of His blood 
He might make her a glorious thing -sanctified, cleansed, holy and 
faultless. And as Head of the Church. He is not detached, ruling over her 
from a distance. Rather. He remains her loving preserver: intimately 
connected to care for her, nourishing and cherishing her as a faithful 
husband his wife. 

This work of nourishing was seen in His ascension. From far above all the 
heavens, He allocated the gifts of the Spirit among the Church, that from 
His hand the saints might be equipped for the work of ministry, for 
building up the body of Christ.17 The purpose is high indeed, for the gifts 
which He has so liberally bestowed are intended for the nourishment of 
the church He preserves, that we. His members, might be equipped to 
attain the unity of the faith and the knowledge of Him - that, growing 
under His watchful, loving care, we might attain to the measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ.18 

Holding fast the Head 
To the Church, God has given a head who is supreme above all. It is a 
measure both of the greatness of Christ and the preciousness of the 
Church that He who fills all in all should be made Head of such a body. Yet, 
with that great privilege comes the challenge to His own. Until the day 
when He calls us to meet with Him in the clouds, it is our responsibility, 
our joy, to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ.19 And 
that requires that in our daily lives we hold fast to the Head20 since it is 
only through active communion with Him that those within His body shall 
receive the sustenance required to grow within this glorious body which 
proclaims God's wisdom throughout the heavens and the earth. The one 
who became our Saviour at Calvary has promised He will never let us go.21 
In response, it must be our unceasing purpose to hold fast to Him as Head 
of the Body, and so proclaim His love and glory in our generation. 
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Bible-wide prophecies 

In summary...All things to be summed up in Christ 

Karl Smith, Kirkintilloch, Scotland 

In the old days at school, children were sometimes asked to read a 
complicated news report or chapter of a history book and summarise it in 
a certain number of words. This would show they had really understood 
the essential meaning of what they had read. We know that it is possible 
to sum up the Old Testament law. Even though a third-century Rabbi, 
Simlai, counted 613 separate commandments, Paul could say: For this, 
Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal,   
Thou shalt not covet,  and if there  be any other commandment,  it is 
summed up in this word, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.1 
 
I, however, have been set the impossible task of writing an article about a 
verse in the Bible that takes in the whole universe, and the infinity of 
heaven as well, in 1500 words! Yet there is someone who can sum up all 
these things. Christ is spoken of as the one:  in whom we have our 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according 
to the riches of his grace, which he made to abound toward us in all wisdom 
and prudence, having made known unto us the mystery of his will, 
according to his good pleasure which he purposed in him unto a 
dispensation of the fulness of the times, to sum up all things in Christ, the 
things in the heavens, and the things upon the earth...2 

I have chosen to quote both of these Bible verses in the Revised version, 
because it faithfully chooses the same expression 'sum up' to translate the 
one Greek word used in both passages. The English Standard version has 
to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. The 
Authorized version puts it that he might gather together in one all things 
in Christ. These slightly less literal interpretations nevertheless give us a 
picture of what the phrase means in practice. 

God has generously revealed to us the mystery of his will - not only our 
own individual eternal destiny, but what He has planned to do with the 
whole universe. In the Lord Jesus, He will harmonise earth with heaven. 
We pray, "Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven",3 because now this world is pulling in a radically different 
direction from heaven. Our governments and cultures (from the highest 
art to the gutter press) are often utterly opposed to the will of God. There 
is a day coming when this will not be so. 
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Predicting the tribe from which the Lord Jesus was descended, Jacob said, 
The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between 
his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the obedience of the peoples 
be.4 This 'Shiloh we take to be an Old Testament title of the Lord Jesus, the 
Lion of Judah. Not only Israel's descendants, but all nations would be 
obedient to Him. Before this, Abraham saw a blessing to come from his 
prophesied descendant that would go wider than the chosen race who 
would come from his line: and in you all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed.5 One effect of this universal obedience is a peace never before 
known on earth. 

The beautiful scene in Isaiah shows that: He shall judge  between the 
nations,...and they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their 
spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war anymore.6 Not only will all people be united, 
but even the animal kingdom will live harmoniously with us: The wolf 
shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young 
goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little 
child shall lead them.7 No longer alienated from us by the effects of the 
Fall, they will be subject to our dominion fully as they were before it. It 
should not surprise us that all created things should one day escape the 
law of competition and aggression that seems to dominate relationships 
between them now, nor that they should be summed up in Christ with us, 
for All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made.8 They are the product of one hand and were made to 
serve one purpose: to glorify God in Him. We notice, however, that things 
under the earth9 are not mentioned in Eph.1. There is no question of the 
forces of evil being summed up in Christ. 

We who are described as 'in Christ’ are enjoying some of the benefits of 
being gathered into one in Him even now. We are gathered into His body, 
in intimate relationship with Him as our head and with each other as 
completely interdependent parts of that body.10 He has summed up Jew 
and Gentile together into an international body that depends upon Him 
for everything. We take all our spiritual satisfaction and sustenance from 
Him. We have a unity of the Spirit and strive towards a unity of the faith11 
and of the knowledge of the Son of God as we conform to the Lord's 
teaching. This unity and maturity is described as the measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ.12 What an amazing thing for us to aspire to! 

The summing up spoken of in Eph.1, however, will only be fully realised 
at the fullness of time.13 Everything that grows has a time of fullness, when 
it is at its peak or ripeness. History, too, has its time of completion. This 
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will be seen when the Lord Jesus returns to this earth to reign as king in 
Jerusalem. At the moment, God's purposes for Israel as a nation are 
suspended following their rejection of the Messiah. His purposes in the 
present are fixed on the church the body of Christ and the new holy 
nation, open to Jews and Gentiles together, which gives it visible 
expression. We know that when the church is taken up, however, God will 
take up His plans for Israel again. It will be the tribes of Israel who will 
repentantly realise that the Lord Jesus was their Messiah and will endure 
persecution for their loyalty to Him.14 Even then, however, the message of 
the Lamb will not be contained in Israel alone - nor will they want it to be 
this time. Through their preaching they will rejoice to see: a great 
multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and 
peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 
clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out 
with a loud voice, "Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and 
to the Lamb."15 

Finally the Lord Jesus will return with those who belong to Him in the 
Christian age to reign, to rule the world with His base in Jerusalem. It will 
be an international rule, the result of Calvary, but rooted in Israel.  This is 
why Paul speaks of us as being like olive branches grafted into the vine of 
the nation of Israel:  For if you were cut from what is by nature a wild olive 
tree, and grafted, contrary to nature, into a cultivated olive tree, how much 
more will these, the natural branches, be grafted back into their own olive 
tree.16 

At the return of Christ, the tree will be a seamless whole. Those Christians 
who have been faithful to Him will reign with Him comfortably alongside 
the nation of Israel, refined through their suffering during the tribulation. 
Abraham's physical descendants will sit at the table with those who are 
sons of Abraham by following his example of faith.17 God's plans for us 
and them will be summed up perfectly in Christ. 

Having been summed up in Christ, all things will be handed over together 
to God: When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also 
be subjected to him who put all things in subjection under him, that God 
may be all in all.18 In his humility, God the Son acknowledges that He 
Himself is included in the Godhead and hands all things over to His Father. 
This will be the character of the eternal heavenly reality. How privileged 
we are to be in Christ! 
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The Excellencies of Christ 

Steadfast 

Lawrence Onyokoko. Warri, Nigeria 

May the Lord direct your hearts to the steadfastness of Christ.1 

Collins Thesaurus' synonyms for 'steadfast' include: single-minded, 
unfaltering, unflinching and unwavering. They all accurately describe our 
Lord Jesus.  David expressed something of his devotion to God, My heart is 
steadfast, O God.2 We know of no greater example of steadfastness than 
David's Lord. In this article, we'll consider some aspects of His 
steadfastness - devotion to holy living, absolute surrender to His Father, 
commitment to the cross, and His steadfast love. 

Christ's unwavering dedication to holiness 
One of the great attributes of God is holiness. Scripture attests to the 
Lord's purity: it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, 
holy, innocent, unstained, separated from sinners...3 He never wavered from 
His commitment to do right. You cannot be close to God without a sense of 
your unworthiness. Job and Isaiah shuddered at His holiness.4 Peter 
acknowledged his own sinfulness.5 Pilate's verdict was, "I find no guilt in 
him,"6 and the centurion's conclusion: "Truly, this man was the Son of 
God!"7 Jesus challenged His audience, "Which one of you convicts me of 
sin?"8 Indeed, the prince of this world found nothing in Him! His is the 
compelling example of perfection, matching deeds with words.9 

Christ's undeviating constancy to God 
"I always do the things that are pleasing to him"10 was the Lord's profound 
statement of commitment to His Father. When twelve, He affirmed His 
loyalty: "Did you not know that I must be about My Father's business?"11 His 
entire life was centred on doing the will of God. He fulfilled the Messianic 
prophecy, "I delight to do your will, Ο my God."12 He attested to giving God 
glory by completing the work the Father gave Him.13 When invited to eat, 
Jesus responded, "My food is to do the will of him who sent me."14 He did 
this diligently and with delight. The Father's declaration on the mount is 
indicative of the satisfaction He derived from Him.15 

Christ's unflinching commitment to the cross 
The Lord was steadfast in His resolve to go to Calvary, where He did not 
only die 'for me', but died 'as me'! When the days drew near for him to be 
taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem.16    Isaiah spoke of Him, I have 
set my face like a flint.17 The temptations to lose focus were many. The 
expectation of the bitter cup in Gethsemane, the taunting to come down 
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from the cross, the tortures, and the forsaking by His Father were not 
enough to derail the process, because He never failed, nor was 
discouraged.18   A hymn writer penned the solemn words: 
 

It was a lonely path He trod, 
From every human soul apart; 
Known only to Himself and God 
Was all the grief that filled His heart, 
Yet from the track He turned not back 
Till, where I lay in want and shame,  
He found me. 
Blessed be His Name!19 

Christ's undiminished steadfast love 
...having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.20 
There is no greater proof of love than when Jesus wrote His love in blood. 
The cross remains love's greatest monument. A remarkable feature of the 
Lord is the constancy of His love. While we are prone to losing our first 
love,21 He loves to the end. He is the reliable and proven friend that loves 
at all times22 without strings attached. His love never wanes. This is the 
love that reached out to the undeserving, the lepers, the tax collectors and 
sinners. 

What is our response? We need to be reminded that Christ loved the 
church and gave himself up for her...that she might be holy and without 
blemish.23 Our primary responsibility, therefore, must be to reflect Christ's 
steadfastness, be holy, surrendered to the Father, and engaged in the 
service of sacrificial love. We need to take time to savour the love of Christ 
and allow it to control, compel, and constrain us in such a way that we are 
left with no choice but to love Him and live for Him.24 
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The essence of peace 

An interview 

with Gilbert Grierson, Knocknacloy, N. Ireland 

We understand that before retiring, you worked as a nurse for over 30 
years in hospitals and hospices in Yorkshire and Cumbria in England, 
and in Northern Ireland. But were you always a nurse? 
No, once I spent most of my time training to be a craftsman potter with 
my own workshop. And, might I say, I didn't always have the peace which 
I now enjoy. In fact, in November 1975, it was just the opposite: I was in 
total despair! 

Would you mind telling us how that came about and what changed? 
I'd been born in Yorkshire and by the time I was in my mid-twenties, I 
was following my ambition to be a craftsman potter, training at a place 
called Wetheriggs Pottery in Cumbria. Around that time, I became 
depressed and disillusioned about the state of the world. My reading at 
that time included a booklet by H.G. Wells entitled 'Mind at the end of its 
tether'. This, along with increasing awareness of global environmental 
and economic problems, made me very pessimistic about the future. I 
wondered what hope there was for mankind? It felt pointless to pursue 
my ambitions. Not knowing what else to do, I found a job on a farm as a 
general labourer. Another worker, knowing my condition, talked to me 
about the Bible and specifically about Jesus Christ's return. I was unsure 
what to believe (despite being brought up to go to church), but an 
opportunity came to go to Israel for a year. I took it, leaving in January 
1975. 

That sounds like quite an adventure. What was life like there? 
I lived in Kibbutz Hefzi-bah in the Jezreel valley in northern Israel - again 
working on a farm, harvesting grapefruit and cotton. I'd carried with me 
to Israel a little red Gideon's Bible given to me in 1963 on leaving school 
(which I still have.) A broken relationship with a Jewish girl brought 
emotional conflict and further despair. Although I read my Gideon's Bible, 
I didn't understand how to be 'saved' from my sins (I knew my life had 
been sinful). I was now trying to be a 'good' person by attempting to keep 
rules found in the Bible, especially the Old Testament Law of Moses. 
However, I'd no peace and one day in November 1975 I found myself back 
at the end of my tether, with no confidence that I was right with God. 

You mention that 'one day' very specifically, what made it memorable? 
Oh, yes! That was the day God had mercy on me when I was at my lowest 
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point. While walking through Jerusalem Old City and around the Temple 
site, I suddenly realised that it's not what I needed to do for God that 
brings peace, but what He has already done for me! I saw in a flash the 
truth that salvation (that's forgiveness and eternal life) is the gift of God, 
not something to be obtained by good works or keeping rules, but 
obtained simply through believing! 

That moment I was set free from despair! I experienced relief and great 
peace. Jesus had done everything necessary, had lived a perfect life and 
offered Himself as a sacrifice for my sins. That day, at the age of twenty-
eight, I found hope, and real purpose in life. That experience of being set 
free in Israel resulted in a sense of great peace which has lasted from then 
until now, despite my personal failings. 

What would you say is the essence of the peace you now 
enjoy?  
I'd say it's made up of three things: 
 
1. the assurance of knowing that my sins have been forgiven because 

Jesus died for me, taking the punishment that I deserved; 
2. the conviction that Jesus, the risen Saviour, will one day come again for 

all who have trusted in Him, so there's no need to worry about the 
future; and 

3. the awareness that God's given me His Spirit to live within me to help 
me cope with life's anxieties. 

 
That's very clear, Gilbert, thanks. Is there any sequel you'd like to add?  
Over the years since I returned to England, I met fellow Christians in 
Leeds, Yorkshire, was baptised by immersion on June 19, 1977; I met and 
married Sue, had a son, and retrained as a nurse; and I trust God has 
helped me in my roles as husband, father and nurse. God has never failed 
me, and I know that what He's done for me, He can do for anyone who 
fully trusts in Him.  
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Invisible Realities 

Who can be righteous before God? Forgiven and justified fully 

Andy Seddon, Swindon, England 

The paralysed man in Mk.2:1-12 had two big problems. After his friends 
had lowered him down through a roof in front of Jesus in a crowded 
house, Jesus said to the man: "Son, your sins are forgiven."1 From a natural 
perspective the most pertinent problem (other than the hole in the 
ceiling!) was obvious - his paralysis. However, there was a much more 
important problem, invisible and overlooked, but of eternal significance: 
his need for forgiveness. 

Sending away 
The basic meaning behind the Greek word aphiemi, to forgive, is to 'send 
away'.2 It brings to mind the scene in Lev.16 when Aaron is commanded 
to send the scapegoat (NIV) into the wilderness symbolically carrying 
with it the sins of the people.3 If God sends away our sins, who could ever 
return them?  Human perspectives can lead us to two drastic mistakes. 
One is to trivialise our sin, the other is to live in perpetual guilt. The 
agonies of Christ at Calvary should stop us from making either mistake; 
His unimaginable sufferings speak to us about the seriousness of this 
hidden, fatal disease which curses us all. On the other hand, the 
atonement which took place there assures us that our sins have been 
permanently removed from us. David, who had his own past mistakes to 
live with, could joyfully declare: as far as the east is from the west, so far 
does He remove our transgressions from us.4 

Cancelled debts 
Another motif for understanding forgiveness is that of cancelled debts. 
Luke records5 how Jesus was eating with Simon the Pharisee at Simon's 
home, when their meal was gate-crashed by a woman known 
dispassionately as a 'sinner'. The beautiful display of affection with which 
the woman honoured the Lord was too much for the self-righteous host to 
cope with, so Jesus taught Simon about forgiveness by telling the story of 
two debtors. One owed 500 denarii (about 2 years' wages) and the other 
owed 50 denarii. When both debts were cancelled, it was obvious who 
would be most appreciative - the one who had owed the most. 

Sadly, financial debt seems to be a fact of life for many people. It is easy to 
see in our bank statements how much we owe in mortgages, credit cards 
or loans. However, once again it is our spiritual debt which is not so easily 
perceived and yet so much more important. Our debt arises from our 
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severe deficiency in keeping the holy requirements of God's law. The 
more we appreciate the debt we were in, the more we can rejoice in God's 
wonderful gift of cancellation, as Paul writes: God...having forgiven us all 
our trespasses, by cancelling the record of debt that stood against us with its 
legal demands. This He set aside, nailing it to the cross.6 The cross is 
central. That is where Christ paid the debt for us, and what is paid has no 
need to be paid again! 

Enjoying God's forgiveness 
An appreciation of how much we have been forgiven will develop into a 
greater love for Him. The lesson from the story of the two debtors was: 
"he who is forgiven little, loves little."7 Surely none of us in our right mind 
could say that we have been forgiven little! We need God's help to enjoy 
the freedom of sins forgiven. There can be lasting, sometimes serious, 
consequences of our mistakes; thankfully, God will always enable us to 
live with these, if we ask Him. But ultimately, our sins are still light-years 
away; our debt to God remains cancelled. Blessed is the one whose 
transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.8 Surely God's gift of 
forgiveness was meant to set us free from living in ongoing guilt. Of 
course, this does not mean we can happily keep sinning!9 

Declared innocent 
Justification is to be 'rendered righteous', or 'declared innocent.10 It takes 
us to the scene of the law courts where the offender fearfully stands 
before the judge, and receives the welcome verdict - innocent! This is not 
for the lack of incriminating evidence or because allegations turn out to be 
false, it is because of the work of Christ, who united Himself with us, so 
that we died with Christ. 

Impossibility of self-justification 
Job understood the holiness of God and the condition of humans when he 
asked: "But how can a man be in the right before God? If one wished to 
contend with him, one could not answer him once in a thousand times."11 So 
many people try, in vain, to justify themselves before others or even 
before God. The Pharisees were an example of this. Luke records how 
Jesus said to them: "You are those who justify yourselves before men, but 
God knows your hearts."12 We're back to the invisible realities; God looks 
at the hidden things of our hearts, not the outward appearance. Jesus 
called the Pharisees "whitewashed tombs...full of dead people's bones",13 
such is the superficial outcome of trying to justify ourselves. We must 
accept the truth, that none is righteous, no not one.14 

 



                       2017/18 -   46 

God's work; God's gift 
We like to feel proud about things we have achieved; it's satisfying to see 
the results of hard work. But when it comes to gaining favour with God, 
there is no place for human boasting.15 Paul teaches us that we are 
justified by (God's) grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus.16 The 'gift' is nothing less than the pure, beautiful, spotless 
righteousness of God. This righteousness is counted to us who believe in 
him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, who was delivered up for our 
trespasses and raised for our justification.17 

The apostle Paul had more reason than anybody to think he could justify 
himself. He was a zealous law keeper, a Pharisee, as to righteousness under 
the law, blameless18 - at least to outward appearances. However, Paul 
declared that he now has a far superior righteousness, the righteousness 
from God that depends on faith.19 We receive this gift by faith,20 we do not 
earn it and nor could we ever expect to. Nothing less than the blood of 
Christ shed at Calvary could obtain our righteous condition before God.21 

The only righteous one who ever lived was Christ, and He was made to be 
sin so that we might become the righteousness of God!22 

The beauty of Christ imputed to us 
For all eternity, even before the universe existed, God has been enjoying 
His Son. The Father continued to delight in Him as the man Jesus.23 We 
struggle in vain to fully appreciate how beautiful Jesus is, and how much 
pleasure He gives to God the Father. Nobody could ever begin to be like 
Him by sheer human effort. But what an amazing gift, that the 
righteousness of Christ has been imputed to us! That pleasure which God 
has in Him now includes us because He sees us in Christ, with His 
perfections. Paul states: For as by the one man's disobedience the many 
were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many will be made 
righteous.24 This is indeed an invisible, but eternally priceless, reality for 
us who believe. 

The irrevocable gift 
Earlier we considered Job's question, who can be right before God? 
Thanks to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus, we face a new 
question now: Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God 
who justifies.25 God is the supreme authority in all the universe. If we have 
been declared innocent and righteous by Him, where could anybody go to 
appeal against that verdict? Satan may accuse us, others may accuse us, 
and we might even accuse ourselves; but we remain justified! 
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Invisible realities (our righteousness in Christ) can be difficult to grasp 
when what we see is very different (our daily struggles with sin); praise 
God that it is through the tangible, historical reality of Christ, His death 
and resurrection that we can cling to the truth of this spiritual reality with 
confidence! 

References: 
(1) Mk.2:5; see also Matt.9:2 (2) Greek: Aphiemi (g0863) Olive Tree 
Enhanced Strong's Dictionary (3) Lev.16:10  (4) Ps.103:12 (5) Lk.7:36-50 
(6) Col.2:13-14 (7) Lk.7:47 (8) Ps.32:1 (9)  1  Jn 3:9 (10) Gk. Dikaioo 
(g1344) Olive Tree Enhanced Strong's Dictionary (11) Job 9:2-3 (12) 
Lk.16:15 (13) Matt.23:27 (14) Rom.3:10 (cited from Ps.14:1-3)(15) 
Eph.2:8-9 (16) Rom.3:23-24 (17) Rom.4:24-25 (18) Phil.3:6 (19) Phil.3:9 
(20) Rom.3:28 (21) Rom.5:9-11 (22) 2 Cor.5:21  (23) Matt.3:17 (24) 
Rom.5:19 (25) Rom.8:33  
Bible quotations from the ESV. 

  
 



                       2017/18 -   48 

Bible Covenants 

God's covenant with Abraham 

David Viles, Hayes, England 

Its significance for the Jewish people 
The argument was becoming increasingly heated; the Lord insisted that 
He alone was the source of real liberty and truth, and the other side was 
outraged. "We are Abraham's descendants, and have never been in bondage 
to anyone."1 Jesus stood His ground, probing the very basis of their 
identity as Jews - whose descendants were they in reality? It drew an 
indignant, almost reflexive, response - "Abraham is our father"!2 

They were right. God's covenant with Abraham was an intensely national 
one. He would become the father of a great nation.3 God specifically 
promising that the covenant would be extended to Isaac4 and so down the 
generations of Israel. Scripture speaks repeatedly of God remembering 
the covenant He had made with the patriarchs. That covenant also 
included the "...land that I will show you",5 — "which...I give to you and your 
descendants forever,"6 the title to their everlasting enjoyment of which 
God has never rescinded. 

So why did the Lord continue to press this painful argument, pointedly 
challenging His Jewish hearers' ultimate paternity? In the succeeding 
verses in Jn 8, He emphasises Abraham's obedient and faithful response 
to the revelation of God's covenant with him, unlike the Jewish nation in 
its long, sad decline -"Abraham did not do this."7 The culmination of the 
argument was, of course, Jesus' definitive statement, "before Abraham 
was, I AM"8 - but for the present purpose we may note the Lord's 
endorsement of "the works of Abraham"9 works inspired by his faith and 
obedience. We also note that while the unilateral covenant made with 
Abraham initially imposed no conditions on him, it did require an 
increasing commitment on the patriarch's part - a commitment of faith 
and obedience which he exemplified as the father of all those who 
believe.10 

The features of the covenant 
In Old Testament times, a covenant usually formalised an agreement 
between equals, often with animals given or sacrificed.11 When a holy God 
makes a covenant with sinful mankind it is an immense act of grace, with 
huge significance for its beneficiaries. There is something very loving and 
intimate in the words which God Almighty uses to confirm and expand his 
covenant with a humble, 99-year-old pilgrim -"I will make My covenant 
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between Me and you."12 This is personal, then, just like our own 
relationship with the one who was before Abraham - who loved me and 
gave Himself for me.13 Nevertheless, in common with all God's covenants, 
its institution was a most holy and solemn act of grace on the part of God 
and no other. We think with awe of the implications of the New Covenant 
- God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself14 - and we may discern 
something of the same personal commitment on the part of God to the 
covenant with Abraham in the mysterious, truly awesome circumstances 
of Gen.15. While Abraham's part was to provide only the sacrifices and 
divide them, looking on in a vision of horror and great darkness15 the Lord 
God Himself passed in smoke and flame between the pieces. It is a scene 
reminiscent of the later pillar of smoke and fire of the Exodus and its 
significance could not have been lost on Abraham - Almighty God 
personally, on His own initiative, solemnly committing Himself to abide 
by the terms of the covenant. No divine covenant is made without the 
shedding of blood, and in Gen.15 we have a foreshadowing of this truth 
later emphasised so clearly in the sacrificing of the ram caught in Moriah's 
thicket.16 

Furthermore, the covenant is universal in its scope, applying not only, as 
we have seen, to the nation of Israel but to all peoples - "in your seed all 
the nations of the earth shall be blessed.17 The apostle Paul lays great 
emphasis on the word 'seed' in Gal.3, applying it in this context in the 
singular. He does not say, "And to seeds ", as of many, but as of one, "And to 
your Seed, " who is Christ18 a truly remarkable example of the long reach of 
God's redemptive purposes over millennia. Surely, Scripture...preached the 
gospel to Abraham beforehand19 in this aspect of the covenant. The point is 
reinforced by the Lord's changing of his name to Abraham20 - 'Father of 
many'. In this covenant, we are pointed forward to the time when all 
nations were to be brought into the ambit of the loving purposes of the 
triune God, that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in 
Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.21 

The faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all22 
The covenant with Abraham is unique among Scriptural covenants in the 
length of time which God devoted to expanding on and enriching its 
provisions until it was finally solemnised by sacrifice23 and sealed with an 
oath.24 The covenant was one of promise, and its basic terms were set out 
in Gen.12 when Abraham was still living in Ur. The significance of this 
promise -emphasised by the poetic Hebrew in which it is framed -was 
sevenfold, in relation to Abraham's posterity, prosperity and prestige.25 
Perhaps this tantalising invitation appealed to Abraham as an attractive 
business opportunity, but it came with a 'big ask'; as head of the clan after 
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his father's death, it was no easy thing to leave country, family and 
inheritance and go out, not knowing where he was going.26 The key point 
lies in Abraham's response - he obeyed in simple faith. Even though the 
covenant was initially without conditions, he listened to God and acted 
without demur. 
 
This is why Abraham is described as the father of all those who believe:10 
each Christian disciple has followed in his footsteps, enraptured by the 
one who has begun a good work in us and will complete it.27 For after this 
first revelation and response. God (or His angel) is recorded as 
reappearing to Abraham over some 40 years on five further occasions,28 
filling out in all their richness the promises originally made in Ur. On 
God's part this demonstrates the riches of His goodness, forbearance and 
longsuffering29 as He cultivated increasing evidence of spiritual sensitivity 
and maturity in the life of Abraham (a man who, like us, did not always 
make uninterrupted progress in God's ways). God promises to give us the 
strength to do His will but also, if we align our hearts with His, to work in 
our hearts both to will and to do for His good pleasure.30 Starting 
tentatively, and with some backward steps, we discern this process in the 
life of Abraham as he appropriated more and more personally the true 
implications of the covenant promises. Little by little, his will became 
increasingly aligned to that of God, walking blamelessly before Him,31 so 
that by the journey to Mount Moriah we see him beginning to think like 
God: 'My son, God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering.'32 

Along the way, we mark the stages of his upward walk. A spontaneous 
desire to recognise God's guidance, constructing altars in praise to Him.33 
His preference for the higher land of Canaan rather than the well-watered 
cities of the plain as he lifted his eyes,34 ultimately having revealed to him 
the future of his descendants35 and even something of the heavenly 
Jerusalem whose builder and maker is God36 We can only ponder with 
wonder the significance of the Lord's statement that "your father Abraham 
rejoiced to see My day"37 in terms of the extent to which Abraham explored 
and enjoyed his covenant relationship with God Almighty. And finally, his 
willingness to accept the tough implications of faith and obedience 
without demur- the pain of circumcision (the sign of the Abrahamic 
covenant)38 and the command not to withhold his son, the son of promise, 
from God. 

God's response to such faith was increasing revelation, and, ultimately the 
solemn oath of the covenant called forth by the events of Mount Moriah.39 
We close with God's commendation of His friend40 Abraham to his son: 
"Abraham obeyed My voice and kept My charge, My commandments, My 
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statutes and My laws"41 - not because the covenant demanded it, but 
because he genuinely longed to. 
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500 'not out' 

Martin Jones, Hamilton, Canada 

When I heard that 2017 marks the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, 
I'll admit I was a little confused; the Reformation wasn't a single event 
and lasted until at least 1555 (or 1648 depending on which historian you 
read)! More precisely, then, it's 500 years since Martin Luther famously 
posted his 95 'theses' (a list of questions and propositions for debate) to 
the door of a church in Wittenberg, Germany and, in one act, figuratively 
fired the starting pistol and threw down the gauntlet to the Catholic 
church. 

The theological significance of the events of the Reformation has 
deservedly been a popular theme in NT over the years, so we won't seek 
to go over that again. Instead, let's focus on some of the things that Luther 
is recorded as having said and apply the lessons from this great agent of 
(God's) change to today.  

"I am bound by the Scriptures I have quoted and my conscience is 
captive to the Word of God...it is neither safe nor right to go against 
conscience. Here I stand, I can do no other, so help me God." 
"If you want to change the world, pick up your pen and write." 
"You are not only responsible for what you say, but also for what you do 
not say." 
"Peace if possible. Truth at all costs." 

 
Five hundred years later, these words of wisdom are still highly 
applicable. Above anything else, what drove Luther was his utmost 
respect both for what the Word of God is and what it says. It compelled 
him to write and say something when others opted to stay silent and 
instead put up with the status quo. His frankness in making a call for 
radical change made him a minority, made him a target, made him 
unpopular and made him misunderstood. When he talked about truth at 
all costs, this was not just abstract theory but harsh reality.  Prov.23:23 
(ESV) says, Buy the truth, and do not sell it - no matter what the personal 
cost is to live by it or the opportunities that are foregone by holding on to 
it. What a contrast to this post-truth world of 'alternative facts', where the 
truth is often cheap, malleable and, ultimately, disposable! 

As the Protestant Reformation reaches 500 'not out' (as cricketers might 
say), we shouldn't overlook the fact that this year sees another milestone 
reached - it's one that hasn't quite hit the headlines in the same way, but 
should be noteworthy all the same to regular readers of this magazine. It 
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doesn't relate to a Reformation, rather a reformation; for in 1892, exactly 
125 years ago, there began a re-forming of churches of God in order to 
give expression to the pattern seen in the New Testament, a pattern that 
NT was set up to promulgate just a few years prior to that - and still does 
all these years later, albeit no longer with a pen! 

In 1958, the following was written in NT: 
"The few years immediately following the first issue of 'Needed Truth' 
were marked by a deep exercise of heart on the part of many of God's 
children, to the extent that...they separated themselves from varying 
ecclesiastical associations, subsequently gathering together in churches 
of God...we ask ourselves what is NEEDED TRUTH for today? Certainly 
we may not yield one iota of the precious heritage which is already 
ours. Dearly the truth has been bought by our spiritual forbears. We 
must not sell it." 

There's no record of early copies of NT being nailed to a door, but in some 
ways, those pioneers were a bit like Luther. They held a minority position, 
but they also had the courage of their convictions in standing up for what 
they believed God was showing to them from His Word, and about His 
Word. At times, some frank speech was called for and there was a real 
cost that had to be counted. No doubt there were some at the time who 
decided to put up with the status quo instead; but, as far as they were 
concerned, the pioneers felt they could do no other. 

As our extract reminds us, our spiritual forbears have left us a precious 
heritage, whether we think of Reformation or re-formation. The question 
posed almost 60 years ago is worth repeating - what is needed truth for 
today? To which we might add - and what are we going to do about it? 
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Personal Dilemmas 

Success 

Giles Hickling. Manchester, England 

It is often said that a person's faith in God is tested most directly when he 
she is faced with adversity. The dilemmas and doubts sparked by a 
personal tragedy or set-back ("How can a loving God allow this to happen 
to me?" "Is God really in control of all?'") are surely experienced by every 
Christian believer at some point in life, and these times can make or break 
us as disciples of Jesus. 

Perhaps a subtler challenge is presented when we find ourselves in a 
situation where everything is going just right. These are the times when 
we step back and analyse our current situation and. using our own 
measures of success, we determine that our own little sphere is just as we 
want it to be.  How do we approach God in these circumstances? 

In an increasingly secular western world, there are those who would not 
claim to have any affiliation with God, the Bible or any kind of faith. And 
yet in times of distress or fear, it seems for some of these people that 
prayer is a natural response. Perhaps we can think of people we know 
personally who admit that they have cried out in prayer, in times of 
difficulty, to a God whose existence they usually do not acknowledge. So it 
seems commonplace for us to reach out to God when we need something, 
but do we also come to God in times of prosperity? 

Jas.1:17 reads: Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down 
from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting 
shadows. Do we acknowledge this before God? It is very easy for us to take 
stock of our success and congratulate ourselves on how well we're doing. 
But the true Christian response to success is one of humility and gratitude 
to our great God who has provided us with every good thing. This is not 
something that happens on its own - it requires us to meditate on who we 
are in relation to God, and on the ways in which God has blessed us.  It 
may be that the challenge of success presents itself to us in a different 
(almost opposite) way. It is important for us to distinguish between God's 
gifts to us and the nature of God Himself. 

When we consider the reasons why we love God, what kinds of things 
populate the list? Do we love God for blessing us with good health? 
Material comfort? Loving friends and family? It is good and right for us to 
give God thanks for these good things, but if we are not careful we can, in 
our own minds, replace God's nature with God's gifts. What happens if we 
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fall ill, or we lose our wealth, or someone is taken from us? As Christians, 
we must ensure that our love for God is not tied to the good things He 
gives us. 

If it is difficult for us to remember to give glory to God in times of success, 
it is arguably much more difficult to separate our love for God's gifts to us 
from our love for His nature. In times of prosperity, we do not need to 
temper our happiness with the thought that it may be taken away at any 
moment: God intends for us to enjoy His blessings in all their fullness! But 
if we are maturing as Christians then we will be able to take comfort from 
the fact that the one who gives us these gifts (and indeed takes them 
away) is utterly good, loving, and just. The person who can say, "His will 
be done" in the good times knows that our God 'does not change like 
shifting shadows', but loves them wholeheartedly, whatever happens 
next. 

The famous words of Job, a man universally known for his sufferings, have 
application for us in times of prosperity too: "The LORD gave and the 
LORD has taken away; may the name of the LORD be praised."1 Let us, 
followers of Jesus and the beneficiaries of His saving work (God's greatest 
gift to us), glorify God in all circumstances as the unchangeable One 
whose nature is wholly perfect. 

Reference: (1) Job 1:21 NIV 
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Mission 

Surviving the flames 

Brian Tugwell 

Patient in tribulation1 
The Church of God in Ramavaram, East Godavri, India were in their 
church hall enjoying worshipping the Lord at the Breaking of Bread when 
loud cries and severe smoke caused them to run to the next street where 
22 families witnessed their homes and possessions all burned. More than 
a dozen gas cylinders had exploded, sending their small brick homes 20 
feet into the air. Everything was lost, including school books, vessels and 
cycles. Six of these families were church members. The church had been 
planted just over two years before. After learning of the divine pattern of 
worship, they separated from denominations around them to follow the 
Way,2 linking themselves with churches of God elsewhere in the world 
who follow the same form of doctrine. 

Now, a year on from the disaster, they still wait for the Indian government 
to fulfil its offer to rebuild their homes. They were disappointed to be told 
that the authorities intend to build two-storey homes, forcing the families 
to lose their independent plots. Negotiations continue. Most lived at first 
in the local community hall. After three months, some managed to move 
in with relatives or friends, sleeping in the porches or veranda of the 
shared homes. A widow lady, with two girls in her care, has managed to 
find rented accommodation. One family stays in a borrowed shed-like 
structure.  Patient in tribulation? Oh yes! 'Cheerful in endurance' aptly 
describes the courage of their faith in the Lord in circumstances beyond 
their control. 

Comforted in tribulation3 
They still wait. I sat with them one night on the roof of the church building 
and asked them, "Were you angry with God at all?" "No, no, no. By the 
grace of God we survive. If we had not been at the Remembrance that 
morning what might have happened? Our faith delivered us." Their 
shining faces even in the darkness revealed that God's grace is sufficient 
in helping them bear the pain of it all. One sister quoted Prov.15:15, which 
I confess I had to look up: All the days of the afflicted are evil, but he who is 
of a merry heart has a continual feast. My heart sang. Blessed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all 
comfort, who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to 
comfort those who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we 
ourselves are comforted by God.4 Gratitude abounded at the prompt help 
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given by the Fellowship Relief Fund of the Churches of God, in the initial 
days, to buy some clothes and essential needs. They were thankful, too, 
for the wave of prayer for them and the promise of pots and pans when 
eventually they have homes to live in. 

Glorying in tribulations 
We also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces 
perseverance.5 Nodding heads greeted the mention of "I am with you 
always."6 Confidence was expressed in the promise, My God shall supply all 
your need according to His riches in glory.7 A literal and spiritual fiery trial 
has, from its initial shock, produced something more precious than gold. 

References: 
(1) Rom.12:12 (2) Acts 9:2; Acts 24:14 (3) 2 Cor.1:3-4 (4) 2 Cor.1:3-5 (5) 
Rom.5:3 (6) Matt.28:20 (7) Phil.4:19 
Bible quotations from the NKJV. 
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From the Editors' Desk  
Issue 3 - 2017 

The world is a place of change, be it political, environmental, or in 
whatever sphere. Does it cause you concern? In recent months, it seems 
that the pace of change is difficult to keep track of, and make sense of, 
causing uncertainty and anxiety to be stirred up in many. Anxiety can 
sometimes manifest itself in ways that cause fear to spread, setting up 
what can seem like a self-enforcing feedback loop of accelerating change - 
a picture of instability. 

This kind of thinking and behaviour is not what God has called us to. 
While we can look on with interest at world events, we also live securely 
in the knowledge that our loving and just God is eternal and unchanging.1 
As we live in relationship with Him, accepted through His unique Son, 
God's perfect love casts out fear2 in our lives - we are at peace with our 
unchanging God, through Christ.3 Peace with the Creator gives us 
confidence to pursue peace with all men. When anxieties do arise, we are 
thankful that we can, in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving, let our requests be made known to God - and claim His 
peace.4 

The call of our God to faithfully serve Him is as steady and unchanging as 
ever. The disciple life has been called 'a long obedience in the same 
direction'.5 I like that. It's not a frantic struggle staggering one way and 
then the next, but rather, a journey mirroring the God whom we serve, 
marked by steadfastness and endurance.6 This stands in contrast to our 
rapidly changing world, and the crises, fads and instant gratification that 
are generated and demanded by it. Of course, to be steadfast in service, 
we need to build on something unmoving - the pattern of sound words7 
found in the apostles' teaching, given to them by the Lord Jesus Himself. 
Without this anchor, we may find ourselves blown about by every wind of 
doctrine8 or philosophy - so, as ever, we are thankful for those 
contributors to this issue of NT who have spent time in those sound 
words, to bring us unchanging truth. 

Stephen 
References: 
(1) Ps.103:17; Mal.3:6; Heb.13:8 (2) 1 Jn 4:18 (3) Rom.5:1 (4) Phil.4:6-7 
(5) A Long Obedience in the Same Direction: Discipleship in an Instant 
Society, Eugene Peterson (2000) (6) Isa.50:7; Heb.12:2 (7) 2 Tim.1:13 (8) 
Eph.4:14 
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The Burnt Offering 

Robert Wood, Aberdeen, Scotland 

An individual offering 
When God called to Moses from the Tabernacle, it's remarkable to 
observe instructions1 directed to the ordinary individual, anyone who 
wanted, or felt the need, to bring a sacrifice. "Whatever man of the house of 
Israel, or of the strangers in Israel, who offers...you shall offer."2 The act of 
offering was voluntary on the part of the worshipper, but the mode of 
doing it was in every point defined by the law. They drew near to God, and 
offered service, only on the basis of sacrifice. Remarkably, as we say, at 
the introduction of the offerings for the nation, God addresses the 
ordinary Israelite, 'if any man' or 'if any one of you'. We might have 
expected God to first of all instruct Moses, or the priests, or the heads of 
fathers' houses, and for this then to be passed down to the ordinary 
individual. But no, God recognises the importance of the individual. He 
gives to the individual a part in the whole. Nobody need feel excluded, 
unrecognised or worthless. God knows you are there. He knows you have 
something to give, and invites you voluntarily to give it. 'He shall offer it.'3 

In the New Testament, we see a similar principle at work. God addresses 
the individual; He knows you are there, He knows you have something to 
give. The work is not for the few, but for the many. It's not only about 
overseers, deacons, or Lord's servants: it's about ordinary saints and the 
valuable service they offer for the well-being of the church. How is it then, 
brethren? Whenever you come together, each of you has a psalm, has a 
teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, has an interpretation. Let all things 
be done for edification.4 

And again: Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to 
us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; or 
ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; he who 
exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality: he who leads, with 
diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.5 But the manifestation of 
the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all.6  

How poverty-stricken is a church of God when only a few bring, offer and 
serve! This contrasts sharply with how diverse and varied the church is 
when each brings his or her offering! God may well have enabled you to 
bring something to the church that no one else can. As each brings what 
God has enabled, the church then becomes that place of edification, 
diversity, entrepreneurship and joy.7 
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A voluntary and accepted offering 
How important it is that these two go together, and that a voluntary 
offering becomes an accepted offering (with an accepted offerer). We 
gladly accept a voluntary and willing-hearted gift as opposed to one given 
grudgingly or out of necessity. In fact, we may feel the need to refuse such 
a gift. The burnt offering is the acceptance offering: 'that he may be 
accepted'8 and 'it will be accepted'.9 

There was an aspect of Christ's sacrifice that was voluntary. He said to His 
would-be captors: "Whom are you seeking?"..."I am He"..."...let these go 
their way.10 And then to Peter: "Shall I not drink the cup which My Father 
has given Me?"11 On the basis of His voluntary giving, God accepts the 
offering of His Son and us: yes, we are accepted in the Beloved!12 

God loves a cheerful giver.13 The offerer of Lev.1 was not forced, nor 
compelled; neither was he reluctant. It was written prophetically of 
Christ: "The Lord GOD has opened My ear; And I was not rebellious, Nor did 
I turn away."14 Our service for God should not be forced, compelled, or out 
of reluctance. Do we do it because we feel we have to, or because we want 
to? Voluntary service is accepted service. If there is first a willing mind, it is 
accepted.15 

References: 
(1) Lev.1:2 (2) Lev.22:17-24 (3) Lev.1:3 (4) 1 Cor.14:26 (5) Rom.12:6-8 
(6) 1 Cor.12:7 (7) e.g. Acts 13:52 (8) Lev.1:3 NASB (9) Lev.1:4 (10) Jn 
18:4-8 (11) Jn 18:11 (12) Eph.1:6 (13) 2 Cor.9:7 (14) Isa.50:5 (15) 2 
Cor.8:12 
Bible quotations from the NKJV, unless stated otherwise. 
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Christ's Offices and Roles 

High Priest 

David Webster, Liverpool, England 

There are two priesthoods mentioned in the Old Testament of our Bibles. 
The first is that of Melchizedek who appears in Gen. 14. Abram had been 
forced into a war with four local kings who had taken his nephew Lot 
captive. We read: After Abram returned from defeating Kedorlaomer and 
the kings allied with him, the king of Sodom came out to meet him in the 
Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King's Valley). Then Melchizedek king of Salem 
brought out bread and wine. He was priest of God Most High, and he blessed 
Abram, saying, "Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Creator of heaven and 
earth. And praise be to God Most High, who delivered your enemies into 
your hand. " Then Abram gave him a tenth of everything.1 

Notice that there are no genealogical details to introduce us to 
Melchizedek - that's unusual. Also, he is both a king and a priest and he 
brought sustenance and blessing to Abram, known later as Abraham, one 
of the most important individuals in Bible history. The second priesthood 
is the Levitical (or Aaronic) priesthood. This priesthood is exclusive to the 
tribe of Levi and from the family of Aaron. There was to be a perpetual 
priesthood by succession of the eldest son. We read in Exodus: "Have 
Aaron...brought to you from among the Israelites, along with his sons Nadab 
and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, so they may serve me as priests. Make 
sacred garments for...Aaron to give him dignity and honour...Whenever 
Aaron enters the Holy Place, he will bear the names of the sons of Israel over 
his heart on the breastpiece of decision as a continuing memorial before the 
LORD...The priesthood is theirs by a lasting ordinance.2 

Both of these priesthoods are important in understanding the role of the 
Lord Jesus as high priest. Melchizedek's role as priest is used to 
emphasise the permanent and eternal nature of the Lord Jesus as high 
priest whereas Aaron and his successors are often contrasted with the 
role of the Lord Jesus, while also providing us with a picture of what the 
Lord Jesus is doing for His people today. 

It is Peter who tells us: you also, like living stones, are being built into a 
spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ...you are a chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation.3 Just as God's Old Testament people were a 
kingdom of priests and a holy nation4 so, in the present age, the spiritual 
house is to function as a priesthood. It is to the book of Hebrews that we 



                       2017/18 -   62 

look to find out all about that priesthood and the high priest who is 
serving in heaven for us. 

Job specification 
The Bible teaches us: Every high priest is selected from among the people 
and is appointed to represent the people in matters related to God, to offer 
gifts and sacrifices for sins.5 It is important that the high priest came from 
the people he was to represent. Moses and Aaron were brothers, but lived 
in very different circumstances. Moses was brought up as the son of 
Pharaoh's daughter; in other words, he lived in luxury! Aaron remained 
with the people of Israel and was forced to work for the Egyptians. He had 
experienced the misery, affliction and suffering of those days of forced 
labour and cruel taskmasters! Moses, therefore, could never be appointed 
high priest. Aaron, on the other hand, understood what the people went 
through and had suffered with them. Hebrews makes the point that we 
have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are -yet he did not 
sin.6 Thus the Lord Jesus could personally relate to us in our struggles. 

It is also essential to this role that a high priest has something to offer.7 
The offering of Himself and the acceptable sacrifice of Christ's blood 
makes it possible for us to serve the living God!8 The Lord Jesus explained 
to a woman He met that God wants worshippers9 - in Hebrews we are told 
how this comes to be, as we learn that we have confidence to enter the 
Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus10 and that we are encouraged to draw 
near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith 
brings.11 Entering confidently into the presence of God, which was strictly 
forbidden under the Levitical system, is now a real possibility because of 
our High Priest. 

Like Melchizedek 
Firstly, the name Melchizedek means 'king of righteousness' and we are 
reminded that Melchizedek was king of Salem.12 Salem means peace. So 
righteousness and peace come together in this mysterious person, but, 
more significantly, in the Lord Jesus who has become for us wisdom from 
God— that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption13 and who is also 
our peace.14 

Secondly, in the written record, he is without father or mother, without 
genealogy, without beginning of days or end of life, resembling the Son of 
God, he remains a priest forever.15 Unlike the priests of Israel who grew old 
and died, this priest is permanent. We need not fear our Priest's 
deterioration or death! 

Thirdly, he was great! Abram was the great-grandfather of Levi and yet he 
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gave a tithe to this great man and received a blessing from him. A great 
person is being blessed by a greater. 

Fourthly, he was both a priest and king. Ps.110 is a prophecy about the 
Lord Jesus: 

The LORD will extend your mighty sceptre from Zion, saying, 
"Rule in the midst of your enemies!" 
Your troops will be willing  
on your day of battle. 
Arrayed in holy splendour,  
your young men will come to you  
like dew from the morning's womb. 
The LORD has sworn  
and will not change his mind:  
"You are a priest forever,  
in the order of Melchizedek."16 

 
Zechariah also wrote about a coming king-priest,17 a dual role only 
possible as a result of being designated a priest in the order of 
Melchizedek. 

Like Aaron and his successors 
Hebrews tells us that the sanctuary that Moses constructed was only a 
copy of the true one in heaven.18 The work of the Levitical priests 
involved sacrifices and offerings made over and over again. In particular 
the high priest entered on the Day of Atonement, the tenth day of the 
seventh month of every year,19 into the Most Holy Place, a place otherwise 
forbidden, to offer sacrifices for himself and for the people. Only he was 
allowed to enter the Most Holy Place behind the curtain to stand before 
God. Having made a sacrifice for himself and for the people, he then 
brought the blood into the Most Holy place and sprinkled it on the 
atonement cover or mercy seat,20 where God lived in a special way. He did 
this to make atonement for himself and the people for all their sins 
committed during the year just ended. In the fulfilment of this, the Lord 
Jesus, as our High Priest, has entered heaven itself21 once for all...by the 
sacrifice of himself22 obtaining not just atonement for one year, but eternal 
redemption.23 

There was constant sin and that required constant sacrifice. There was 
deterioration and death and that required a new high priest every so 
often. By contrast, the Lord Jesus as high priest has entered once for all 
(not repeatedly) into heaven24 (not an earthly copy of it), has sat down25 
(indicating a finished work), and is a forerunner26 (indicating that we are 
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to follow). There He intercedes for us: Therefore he is able to save 
completely those who come to God through him.27 In addition, because of 
the Lord Jesus' role as high priest we can approach God's throne of grace 
with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in 
our time of need.28 

Just perfect! 
Such a high priest truly meets our need - one who is holy, blameless, pure, 
set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens.29   What more could we 
ask for? 

References: 
(1) Gen.14:17-20 (2) Ex.28:1-2,29; Ex.29:9 (3) 1 Pet.2:5,9 (4) Ex.19:6 (5) 
Heb.5:1 (6) Heb.4:15 (7) Heb.8:3 (8) Heb.9:14 (9) Jn 4:23 (10) Heb.10:19 
(11) Heb.10:22 (12) Heb.7:2 (13) 1 Cor.1:30 (14) Eph.2:14 (15) Heb.7:3 
(16) Ps.110:2-4 (17) Zech.6:12-13 (18) Heb.9:24 (19) Lev.23:26-27 (20) 
Lev.16:14-15 (21) Heb.9:24 (22) Heb.9:26 (23) Heb.9:12 (24) Heb.8:1; 
Heb.9:24 (25) Heb.8:2; Heb.10:12 (26) Heb.6:20 (27) Heb.7:25 (28) 
Heb.4:16 (29) Heb.7:26 
Bible quotations from the NIV. 
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Bible-wide Prophecies 

Ultimate justice for all 

Frederick Ntido, Lagos, Nigeria 

What is justice? 
Deep in the recesses of the hearts of men lies a sense or an expectation of 
justice. Who would deny that there should be an ultimate righting of 
wrongs and that the wicked should receive their just desserts?  The 
Preacher stated a salient truth: Also He has put eternity in their hearts, 
except that no one can find out the work that God does from beginning to 
end.1   He noted further: I said in my heart, "God shall judge the righteous 
and the wicked, for there is a time therefor every purpose and for every 
work."2 The wise king Solomon gave a timeless summation:  For God will 
bring every work into judgment, including every secret thing, whether good 
or evil.3 

From the dawn of creation in the Garden of Eden, God laid down the rule: 
"...but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in 
the day that you eat of it you shall surely die."4 God pronounced judgment 
after hearing the parties, in line with His divine nature and character, but 
held a beacon of hope for the restoration of mankind: "And I will put 
enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed, 
He shall bruise your head and you shall bruise His heel."5 

Why and how does God dispense justice? 
As the writer to the Hebrews noted: every transgression and disobedience 
received a just reward.6 But this statement of God's just law for Israel did 
not absolve those who were not among His people.7 God's nature is such 
that He abhors sin: You are of purer eyes than to behold evil, and cannot 
look on wickedness.8 It is imperative, then, that sin must either be atoned 
for, or the sinner must be punished.9 Prior to the constitution of Israel as 
God's chosen people, there was no legislated provision for atonement or a 
covering of sins by sacrifice:  Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of 
man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his 
heart was only evil continually. And the LORD was sorry that He had made 
man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. So the LORD said, "I will 
destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth..."10 

In Old Testament times God enforced justice, often utilising nations and 
individuals at His pleasure to fulfil the dictates of His righteous justice. 
Nevertheless, the dispensing of justice was not arbitrary, excessive or 
undeserved: "Thus says the LORD to His anointed, to Cyrus, whose right 
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hand I have held - to subdue nations before him..."11 "Listen to Me, My 
people; And give ear to Me, Ο My nation: For law will proceed from Me, And 
I will make My justice rest As a light of the peoples."12 Abraham in his 
discourse with the heavenly guests en route to Sodom and Gomorrah gave 
a marker for all times undergirding God's dispensation of justice: "Far be 
it from You to do such a thing as this, to slay the righteous with the wicked, 
so that the righteous should be as the wicked; far be it from You! Shall not 
the Judge of all the earth do right?"13 

Justice for all through Christ 
Whatever was done prior to the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, He is to 
be accorded prominence in the dispensation of justice to all: For unto us a 
Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His 
shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and 
peace There will be no end...14 

God has designed that Christ, the mediator between God and men15 and 
the propitiation for our sins16 will be also the judge of the living and the 
dead: I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will 
judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom.17 

In anticipation of the Lord's judgement we are enjoined not to judge 
anything before the time, until the Lord comes, who will both bring to light 
the hidden things of darkness and reveal the counsels of the hearts. Then 
each one's praise will come from God.18 Justice will be dispensed by Christ 
swiftly and surely: But Jesus did not commit Himself to them, because He 
knew all men, and had no need that anyone should testify of man, for He 
knew what was in man.19 His right to judge the living and the dead is based 
on the authority of His Father who has given all judgement into His 
hands.20 Nothing shall escape His intense scrutiny: And there is no 
creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes 
of Him to whom we must give account.21 

How Christ will dispense justice to all across the ages 
The Lord Jesus declared: "Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in 
which all who are in the graves will hear His voice and come forth - those 
who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done 
evil, to the resurrection of condemnation."22 

Judgement seat of Christ 
The first instalment in God's delivery of justice to all through His Son 
begins at the culmination of the present dispensation of grace when the 
Lord Himself will descend from heaven...And the dead in Christ will rise first. 
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Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up..."23 This event, 
singularly for believers in the dispensation commencing on the day of 
Pentecost, shall be followed by the judgement seat of Christ: For we must 
all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the 
things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or 
bad.24    This is a judgement of rewards and not of punishment.  
 
The judgement of the Old Testament saints and the living nations 
The judging and rewarding of the Old Testament saints and such as die 
after the Church has been removed from the earth occurs when the Lord 
Jesus returns to the earth at the end of the 'Great Tribulation'.25 The living 
nations shall be separated as sheep from goats by the One to whom the 
Father has given all judgements. There are other judgments of specific 
groups interposed in this period. 

The great white throne judgement 
This will be the final judgement, traversing the Old and New Testaments 
and perhaps those alive during the millennial reign of Christ. It will be a 
judgement where eternal destinies are declared and punishment meted 
out.26 At this judgement, those who have sinned without law will also 
perish without law, and those who sinned with the law will be judged by 
the law,27 as God is impartial. 
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The Excellencies of Christ 

Godly fear 

Stephen Hickling, Birmingham, England 

 
In the days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers and supplications, 
with vehement cries and tears to Him who was able to save Him from death, 
and was heard because of His godly fear1 

Heb.5:7 presents godly fear (reverence, as it is translated in other 
versions) as one of the excellencies of Christ - an attribute in which He 
excelled and which pleased His God and Father.  When God tested 
Abraham,  the resulting  commendation  was, "...now I know that you fear 
God".2   For the patriarch, the essence of this sort of fear was not so much 
terror as wholehearted devotion. By not withholding his son, Abraham 
had shown the extent of his love for God; he proved that God meant more 
to him than anything in the world and that he was prepared to submit to 
God's will for his life.  We might wonder how it could be that Christ should 
fear God, seeing as the Son of God has always been with God, more than 
that, since He is God. The answer is that He took a body and it was in His 
humanity (in the days of His flesh) that He expressed this lovely trait in a 
manner similar to, yet so much fuller than, Abraham. As a man, He 
learned, through suffering, what it meant to obey God in a sinful world. 
And He obeyed unreservedly; He held nothing back. With wholehearted 
devotion, He reverently submitted to God's word and will. 

What did that godly fear look like in the earthly life of the Lord? Heb.5:7 
tells us that it was expressed in: 

• that He prayed - the very fact that he offered both prayers and 
supplications (indicating the involvement of mind and body in the 
petition3) evidences His dependence on, and submission to, His God; 

• how He prayed - the raw emotions (the loud outcry accompanied by 
tears) confirming the sincerity of His heartfelt plea; and 

• what He prayed - the subject matter of His request, which is implied 
in that He made the request to the One who was able to save Him 
from death, shows His circumspection, that is His careful handling of 
both His thoughts and His words that there should be not even a 
shadow of doubt or distrust in them. 

The Lord's life was, of course, characterised by prayer and devotion, but 
the writer to the Hebrews seems to be describing a quite specific 
occasion. The detail he gives as to how and what the Lord prayed aligns 
with the gospel accounts of the night of Jesus' betrayal and points us to 
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the prayers He offered at Gethsemane.4 When we consider just what was 
at stake that night, we might say that Heb.5:7 describes the greatest 
prayers in history! Praise God that Jesus prayed with godly fear for, on 
account of that, He was heard; God acceded to His Son's request! 

But what exactly was the request which God granted? It cannot have been 
to remove the cup from Him or to avoid the death of the cross, since He 
was certainly crucified and the bitter cup of God's wrath against sin did 
not pass from Him. Rather, knowing that it was impossible for that cup to 
pass unless He drank it, He prayed, "Your will be done"5 Like Abraham, 
whose godly fear supplied his faith that God was able to raise Isaac from 
the dead,6 Jesus prayed to the One who was able to save Him from 
(literally, out of) death, that is He requested not to avoid death, but to be 
rescued out of it. His godly fear supplied a confidence that there was a 
way out of death, a path of life which God would make known to Him.7 He 
was asking for strength, in that hour of deep darkness, to be obedient 
even unto the death of the cross in order that He might die the sort of 
death which would accomplish His Father's will, and that His God and 
Father would be pleased to make known to Him that path of life. 

And God was pleased to answer His Son's prayers on account of His godly 
fear! Isn't He still pleased when we address Him worshipfully as the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ - the name which reminds Him of the 
godly fear His Son expressed when He made His dwelling among us? 
Surely God hears His people's prayers and accepts their worship when 
they are offered with this same kind of godly fear.8 He has given us the 
perfect example to follow! 
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Life's Greatest Blessing 

An interview 

with Jhonrou Sarsale, Nabunturan, Philippines 

Can you please tell us something of your background? 
I am 17 years old. When I was twelve, I became an assistant of the 
Catholic priest which we call 'Sacristan'. Before the priest begun his Mass, 
I was the one to bring water to wash his hands. People thought me a godly 
person when my companions were the priest and the seminarian 
(lecturer of Roman Catholic doctrine), and I was proud of that. But I was 
not spiritually changed inside. In fact, when the priest had performed the 
Mass, we'd go together to drink fortified wine and join a disco. I thought 
these things were OK because the priest did it and he was my role model. 
But deep inside I felt there was something wrong with this, especially 
about praying to Mary. When I asked him why we prayed to her because 
she is just human like us, he just answered "Because she is Jesus' mother. 
Like human parents, it is easy for a son to hear a mother's appeal for 
others. When we pray through her, she will appeal to her son to answer 
favourably." I wasn't satisfied with that answer. He never backed up his 
answer with the Word of God. For that reason, I left the (RC) church. 

When did you really meet the Lord? 
On December 4, 2012, a super typhoon, Pablo, destroyed our place 
including our house. We sheltered ourselves in the two-storey house of 
our neighbour. We saw a big tornado hit that house. We could not go 
outside because many steel roofing sheets were blown off by the strong 
wind. One of our neighbours attempted to go outside, but he was hit and 
killed by a sharp steel roof sheet. We thought that was the end of our lives. 
Fortunately, God spared us. 

After the typhoon, we only had the clothes we wore. So my father and 
mother decided to move to Al, a hilltop village near to Nabunturan. Their 
plan was just to stay there temporarily, to let us rest from the trauma of 
Pablo. There, my late grandfather, Joseph Sarsale, taught me the true 
gospel of salvation and about the churches of God. All the things he shared 
were backed up from the Scriptures. Nothing was twisted. I could read 
and understand them from God's Word. Salvation is simply by faith, not 
by works. So I received His Word, was baptized, and added into the 
church of God in Nabunturan on January 20, 2013. My life was changed. I 
realized that I didn't need a priest to change my life; only Christ. When my 
family saw that I had changed and was walking with Him, they followed. 
My mother, sister, and my twin were also added into the church here. 
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Although many lives were lost, many houses destroyed, and many people 
were blaming God for not intervening during the super typhoon - for me, 
it turned out to be the greatest blessing in my life, because it was then 
that I met Christ. 

Recently, the church in A1 (Nabunturan) was attacked by our Enemy. A 
brother who was recognized previously as a deacon there left the 
Fellowship of churches and he encouraged you to follow him in leaving 
us. He is your relative. Usually 'blood is thicker than water' and one 
defection leads to another in such circumstances. What convinced you 
to remain in the church of God? 
Yes, in fact he is another grandfather of mine. I did not follow him because 
of the Bible-based doctrine of the church of God. Sadly, he is now twisting 
the truth, teaching that there is no eternal security, and even that 
salvation requires our works. They are despising me for remaining in the 
truth. But I overcome all these things with the help of our almighty God 
through the help of our overseers who keep strengthening us with His 
Word. 

What gives you joy now? 
I desire to serve the Lord according to His Word. My joy is to preach to 
others the Good News of salvation, having fellowship with my brothers 
and sisters in churches of God, and to help others grow spiritually by 
teaching God's Word. I look forward to receiving His reward by doing 
things according to His Word.1 

Do you have a message for all young people in our churches? 
Stand firm in truth. Don't follow those who set themselves against God's 
will. Continue to guard the good deposit of God's teachings which He 
entrusted to us. 

Reference: (1) 2 Tim.2:5 
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Invisible Realities 

United we stand. Crucified and raised on high with Christ 

Gareth Andrews, Belfast, N. Ireland 

Nearly twenty years after Jesus died, the apostle Paul wrote to the church 
in Galatia, declaring: I have been crucified with Christ.  What sort of 
assertion was this for Paul to make? How could he possibly claim to have 
been crucified and live? More than that even, how could anyone be so 
bold as to claim that they have been crucified with Christ? Well, by way of 
explanation, Paul went on to say this: It is no longer I who live but Christ 
who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of 
God who loved me and gave himself for me.1  
 
So, it would be a mistake to imagine this is any sort of arrogance or self-
aggrandisement on Paul's part. Rather it is really quite the opposite. Paul 
is speaking spiritually both about death and also life. He's speaking about 
the reality and challenge of the fundamental and wonderful change that 
happens when each one of us is saved. That is, a life-changing salvation 
that cannot be brought about by ourselves either through our own perfect 
keeping of the rules or self-justifying good deeds. For by grace you have 
been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 
not a result of works, so that no one may boast.2 More than life and death 
then, being crucified with Christ is about death and life. 

Years later, Paul expanded on his thought when he wrote to the Church in 
Rome and challenged them by saying: May it never be! How shall we who 
died to sin still live in it? Or do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? Therefore we 
have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ 
was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might 
walk in newness of life. For if we have become united with Him in the 
likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His 
resurrection, knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order 
that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be 
slaves to sin; for he who has died is freed from sin.3  Do we know that our 
old sinful selves were crucified with Christ so that sin might lose its power 
in our life? Do we each live day to day as if we know the reality of that? Do 
we consider ourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus?4 

We live because He died. So we can now live under the freedom of God's 
grace rather than the power of sin or the condemning restrictions of the 
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Law - in order that we might walk in the appreciation and wonder of our 
new lives, and to do what is right for the glory of God. That does not make 
it easy or automatic for us, of course, but by remembering and 
contemplating how our old desires have been crucified with Christ we can 
better appreciate the possibilities and the purposes of our freedom! For 
example, we can know liberation from the temptation to self-reliance and 
self-righteousness in trying to earn our own salvation or justify ourselves. 
That tendency can all too often lead us into a punishing cycle of trying to 
be good, then failing, then being disappointed with ourselves, then 
promising to do better but failing again. The intention might be good, but 
we struggle when we go alone. We can feel crushed and deflated at the 
struggle within ourselves - the struggle between the conscious will to be 
morally good and the selfish covetous nature that wants to put our self 
first, even ahead of God. It's a struggle that we've all faced, even people 
like Paul. 

Being crucified with Christ and raised with Him, however, should give us 
an entirely new way of thinking and of living, and the difference is huge! 
Commenting on the change from past tense to present tense midway 
through Rom.7, Tim Keller has described the transition at salvation 
between the old struggles of the past with the new life living by faith, as 
like moving from a battle we cannot win into a war we cannot lose. Christ 
has already won the victory, defeating death and the devil, paying the 
penalty for our sins and redeeming us from slavery to sin. 

Writing in NT magazine in 1969, Bob Armstrong described the glorious 
fact of the Lord's victory over sin as 'Historic, fixed, unalterable...' before 
going on to say candidly about the present life that Knowledge of Christ 
and experience of His living in us are received by faith. If this faith were 
more real, victory would replace the dismal failure which we experience so 
often in our walk before the Lord. Some Christians live in a vacuum, having 
broken with the old life in the world yet they fail to live the abundant life 
which Christ promises. This results in living on the fringe of both and 
enjoying neither.5 We've been saved from death through faith and now, 
enabled and equipped to do better, we can live and walk in new life by 
faith. We still might fail, but we are not relying on our own performance 
to justify our own worth any more, the battle we cannot win. Instead, 
we're relying on Him: It is no longer I who live but Christ who lives in me.1 

I like the way the NLT version of Gal.5:16, 24 puts Paul's advice so plainly: 
So I say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives. Then you won't be doing what 
your sinful nature craves. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the 
passions and desires of their sinful nature to his cross and crucified them 
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there. 

Realising that we have been crucified with Christ means realising that 
God the Father has set us free through His wonderful grace and that the 
law of the Spirit of life has set us free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin 
and death.6 So being crucified with Christ is just the beginning. Twice in 
Rom.6:5, Paul uses the wider term 'united with him'. We know that we 
have been united with Him in His death and resurrection. What a 
privilege this is for each one of us who know the Son of God who loved us 
and gave Himself for us. It's an amazing, life-changing thing for us to be 
united with Christ now and forever - a blessing that encompasses all 
these aspects: 

• We have been crucified with Christ. 
• We have died with Christ. 
• We have been buried with him by baptism into death. 
• We believe that we will also live with him.7 
• God raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly 

places in Christ Jesus.8 
• The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirits that we are...heirs 

with Christ.9 

As it has been said, God has not given us what we did deserve in order to 
give us what we did not deserve. What can it mean to be raised up and 
seated with Christ on high?  Sitting can imply completion of a work or the 
taking of an honoured position. We have no work to do for our salvation, 
as Christ has already completed it. And because of His victory, God 
already sees us who were dead as raised and seated in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the 
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. How 
could we fathom such grace, honour and privilege? How will we react to 
the opportunity to serve Him now in return? 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose 
us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
blameless before him.10 

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things 
that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and 
your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, 
then you also will appear with him in glory.11 
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Bible Covenants 

God's covenant with Moses 

Graham Schleyer, Liverpool, England 

Introduction 
First let's take a moment to show how the Mosaic covenant1 fits into the 
overall framework of God's covenants in the Bible. It didn't replace the 
Noahic and Abrahamic covenants described in previous articles (as they 
were still in effect2) but would serve to bring into ever increasing focus 
God's purposes in regard to salvation of a fallen world. Like the previous 
covenants, it was an agreement between a sovereign God and His subjects 
initiated by God, equally binding and, like the Abrahamic covenant, one 
that was ratified by blood.3 However, the main and significant difference 
between this and the previous Abrahamic covenant was the conditional 
nature of it that required a bilateral contract (but obviously with unequal 
parties and with one-sided stipulations) and an intermediary. God had 
made an unconditional unilateral promise with Noah (specifically), and 
with humanity (generally), not to destroy all life ever again with a flood, a 
reminder too that God is holy and judges sin. Likewise with Abraham, God 
made a unilateral promise to bless him, his kin and all nations who 
believe in God through faith. In contrast, the Mosaic Covenant was 
conditional in nature and directly related to Israel's obedience to God's 
law given to them at Sinai. Grace and forgiveness were ever present but 
this covenant was more about the life lived with God and for God in 
unique covenant relationship and the blessings associated with 
obedience. 

Background to the covenant - Exodus and the Passover 
The spiritual and material legacy promised to Abraham and inherited by 
each successive generation was yet to be realised even after 400 years 
since the call of Abram from Ur. While a people descended from Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob had grown in number, they were nevertheless reduced to 
slaves under a power much stronger than their own. Only a sovereign and 
all-powerful God who blesses and keeps His promises could deliver them. 
Ex.12 documents a new beginning for the children of Israel. The first 
Passover marked the beginning of their history as a redeemed people for 
God.4 Redemption by the blood of the lamb was their title to all the 
privileges and blessings that they would afterwards receive as God's 
people under the terms of the Mosaic covenant. God was delivering them 
from slavery, from the rule and authority of Pharaoh to be free to serve 
God as His own special people, gathered around Him and protected by 
Him. It was then in the wilderness that God could reveal His heart's desire 
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for them, to make Israel α kingdom of priests and a holy nation.5 This was 
not possible before. They were to be a separate and called-out people so 
that the nations around them would know that they worshipped the one 
true God who keeps covenant to a thousandth generation with those who 
love Him and keep His commandments.6 

Backdrop to the covenant - Sinai 
Egypt was not the place of the covenant, neither was Canaan, but the 
wilderness: for it was there, specifically at Sinai, after knowing God's 
grace toward them unconditionally in Egypt, that blessing upon the 
children of Israel was to continue on the grounds of their obedience and 
special relationship with God. With Moses on the mountain, God spoke the 
words of the covenant that were to be communicated to the sons of Israel. 
Moses acted as intermediary between God and the people for Moses 
brought back the words of the people to the Lord.7 (Moses is a type of Jesus, 
the mediator of a new covenant.8) Here we see that God required a 
response not negotiation. Israel was not allowed to reason with God over 
the terms of the covenant. (Disciples of the Lord Jesus today accept God's 
Word, not questioning its authority.) The contract was that if they would 
obey God (My voice9) and keep His covenant (commandments), God 
would favour them in a special way that would involve their becoming a 
kingdom of priests and a holy nation.10 It's also clear from Deut.11 and 
Deut.28 that God would withdraw His special blessing if Israel failed to 
keep their side of the contract. There was never any possibility that God 
would not keep His promise, but as Israel's first test of their obedience 
and dependence proved in the affair of the golden calf in Ex.32, man's 
heart was easily and quickly turned away. 

The Mosaic covenant was centred around the giving of the Law, first the 
Ten Commandments, followed by a catalogue of detailed instructions 
containing rules for living and the divine pattern for a worshipping 
people. Thus commenced God's dealings with man, in particular Israel, 
under law. It's especially significant that the Mosaic covenant coincided 
with the giving of the Law, entrusted to a nation through whom God 
would sovereignly choose to bless the world with both His written word 
and the Living Word, Jesus Christ. The Law would both reveal the 
sinfulness of man and his need for Christ, paving the way for salvation 
through faith.11 While the Mosaic covenant involved keeping the Law, it 
didn't save the people. The promise of salvation by faith that God had 
made to Abraham, the essence of the Abrahamic covenant, was already 
built into this one. 
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Features of the covenant 
The essential requirements and blessings of the covenant are given in 
Ex.19:3-6. God first reminds them in verse 4 of His power and love that 
saved them and brought them to Himself. Then, and only after God's 
saving grace in delivering His people from the grip of slavery and 
sweeping away their past life, comes the if-then conditional statement in 
vv.5-6. God promises three distinct blessings if they are obedient to Him. 
1. They would enjoy a unique relationship with God that no other people 

on earth would have. 
2. They would be a 'kingdom of priests' enabled to come before a holy 

God, to worship and serve Him in a way that would bring glory to God. 
3. They would be separate from all the other nations on account of their 

holy life devoted to serving God and upholding God's righteous 
standards. For this to be so, a lifelong commitment to obedience was 
required.  

The sprinkled blood was the basis and seal of the covenant for without 
shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.12 It was applied on the altar, the 
written word13 from God and on the people. The connection is a striking 
one: a people redeemed by blood, consecrated to service (the altar) and 
obedient to the covenant (the written word) was permitted to draw near 
to a holy God only through the blood of the sacrifice. Today, too, service in 
churches of God is acceptable to God only on the basis of faith in the blood 
of Christ and obedience to His Word. 

Obedience to the Law was central to the terms of the covenant for God 
delights in obedience. The Law would reveal the righteousness of a holy 
God, the sinfulness of man and the need of a saviour - as such, it acted like 
a custodian until Christ could make us right with God through faith14 
under the new Covenant. All that God desired of His people was to love 
and obey Him. Despite the prospect of fruitfulness, health and protection 
from their enemies, Israel rejected the obedient life resulting in suffering 
and exile. Not the life that God intended for His special people! 
Mysteriously hidden within the Law, however, was a Saviour who would 
come to fulfil the Law15 and live the obedient life by doing God's will16 - a 
mystery now revealed in Jesus Christ. 

In conclusion 
The Mosaic covenant and the Law were never meant to last. They are 
referred to in the New Testament as the old covenant17 because when 
Jesus came the Law had achieved its purpose and something better and 
greater took its place.18 That will be the subject of the next and final 
article in this series. 



                       2017/18 -   79 

God's purposes for His called together people today are no different from 
the times of the Mosaic covenant. God desires a redeemed and sanctified 
people, obedient to His word and commands. When we do this according 
to the pattern set out in Scripture we know it will give God pleasure and 
ours will be the blessings and privileges of a people for God's own 
possession.19 
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Top People Toppled 

Peter Hickling, Cromer, England 

Events in Britain and America have taken entirely unexpected turns in the 
last year. In both countries there had arisen a ruling elite which expected 
that the mass of the population would follow its lead - not especially in 
devotion to a particular party, but in relation to a way of thinking. In 
Britain, on the question of the EU, the vast majority of the great and the 
good, such as business organisations, bankers, academics and MPs, 
assumed that most people would vote to stay in the EU, and they were 
quite shocked to find that the 'Leave' side won. In America, Mrs. Clinton 
represented the establishment, the cautious, 'steady as you go' candidate, 
and commentators expected that the public would swing behind her as a 
'safety first’ choice. Polls before the election gave her a 4% to 10% 
advantage. But once again there was an underswell of dissatisfaction with 
the government; many felt that they had been let down in an era where 
America's influence was diminishing and unemployment was increasing. 
This led to the election of Donald Trump, a very rich businessman with no 
previous political experience - his supporters regarded this as a positive 
advantage. He promised to drain the political 'swamp'. 

Both of these results led to storms of indignation from the losers. Those 
who felt themselves superior were quick to point out that the victors 
came from poorer and less educated classes - a very curious result, since 
those same people in other circumstances would be glad to herald the 
virtues of 'democracy'. How would we look at the new elected leaders? In 
Britain, Mrs. May expressed her own Christian faith and urged Christians 
not to be ashamed to express theirs (https://youtu.be/g7bWIq-0qyI ), in 
spite of the bitter and abusive language that this seems to draw out from 
some people. Mr. Trump is an enigma; he is brash and vulgar, but his bark 
may be worse than his bite. He may be where he is for reasons unknown 
to us.  

What does the Bible say about political leaders? We are not thinking here 
of leaders among God's people, but of those who governed the foreign 
powers to which Israel was often subservient. A prime example of this 
was the proud and boastful Nebuchadnezzar, head of one of the greatest 
empires of ancient times. Daniel interpreted a dream he had, and said, 
"...you shall be driven from among men, and your dwelling shall be with the 
beasts of the field. You shall be made to eat grass like an ox, and you shall be 
wet with the dew of heaven, and seven periods of time shall pass over you, 
till you know that the Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to 
whom he will."1 In spite of this warning, the king looked out from the roof 

https://youtu.be/g7bWIq-0qyI
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of his palace in Babylon a year later and boasted, "Is not this great 
Babylon, which I have built by my mighty power as a royal residence and for 
the glory of my majesty?"2 and immediately the prophesied doom fell upon 
him. After the seven periods of time (months?) his reason returned, and 
he was able to resume his reign, this time to praise and extol and honour 
the King of heaven, for all his works are right and his ways are just; and 
those who walk in pride he is able to humble.3   

The principle that Nebuchadnezzar had to learn the hard way, that the 
Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom he will4 is always 
true, right up to today. The Babylonian kingdom itself was conquered by 
Cyrus, whom God called my shepherd in Isaiah's prophecy.5 We might ask 
why God tolerated such monstrous rulers as Hitler, Stalin and Pol Pot in 
our own times, but we cannot answer such questions. The ancient 
tyrannies were probably no better and no worse than the modern ones, 
but this observation does not justify any of them. Many Christians today 
suffer under oppressive regimes, but Scripture does not encourage us to 
rise up against them; rather, it says, Let every person be subject to the 
governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those 
that exist have been instituted by God.6 

An obvious exception to this is if the authorities urge one to do something 
that is intrinsically wrong - for instance, Hitler's orders to gas Jews - that 
order must be disobeyed. Christians can pray for the most odious of 
rulers, and carry on their worship even clandestinely, as many do. 

References: 
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Rom.13:1 
Bible quotations from the ESV. 
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Personal Dilemmas 

Rejection 

Simon Robertson, Nottingham, England 

Everyone will endure some form of rejection during their lifetime.  It's a 
painful experience to perceive that we have the very core of us dismissed 
by someone else, perhaps leaving us feeling unloved, unwanted, or not 
valued in some way. Most of us will have experienced some form of 
rejection when we were younger, perhaps being excluded from friendship 
groups, or not being selected for the sports team, and in the age of social 
media it can now be very public. 

Throughout our lives we may continue to experience rejection: rejection 
by a parent, spouse or child, not getting a job, being ridiculed for our faith, 
having our ideas or proposals dismissed or refused.  Rejection can have 
significant consequences leading to feelings of isolation, and low self-
worth, and may have a lasting impact on how we develop as individuals, 
how we behave and the relationships we have with others.  It may also 
cause us to put up barriers, preventing us from letting others to get close 
to us, in order to protect ourselves from future rejection and hurt.  With 
these possible negative implications, we need to be mindful of our 
response to rejection. God's standards and our commitment to Him 
should not be compromised in order for us to feel accepted. Also, as much 
as rejection may hurt, we cannot allow feelings of rejection to lead to 
anger, pride, resentment, bitterness, or self-pity. 

There are many examples given in the Scriptures of those who 
experienced real rejection in their lives. 

• Joseph was rejected by his brothers,1 
• Moses was time and again rejected by the Israelites,2 
• David was rejected by Saul.3 

 
What prevented these individuals from becoming consumed by the 
rejection they faced? Ultimately, it was their trust in God and an 
acceptance that He is all-sufficient and in complete control.  Israel refused 
to accept their Messiah when He came. They were expecting something 
else, and when He came in full accordance with the words of the prophets, 
they did not receive Him: He was in the world, and though the world was 
made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which 
was his own, and his own did not receive him.4  Isaiah wrote that the 
Messiah would be despised and rejected by mankind.5 
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Although we will never experience rejection on the same scale as the Lord 
Jesus, we can learn from the Lord's rejection that He endured at Calvary. 
When they hurled their insults at him he did not retaliate; when he suffered, 
he made no threats. Instead he entrusted himself to him who judges justly.6 
He committed all to God His Father.  Remembering the words of the Lord 
Jesus on the cross, "My God, my God why have you forsaken me?"7 we can 
only begin to imagine the agony of separation the Lord experienced from 
His own Father for our redemption.  How, then, should we deal with 
rejection and how do we help each other to deal with the effects of 
rejection by the world? 

The message and promise of God to those who believe is that, in Christ, 
we are accepted by God. We must grasp hold of this acceptance. Since we 
have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.8 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of God.9  And it's important that 
we keep an eternal perspective: For I consider that our present sufferings 
are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.10 For I 
am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither 
the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 
that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.11 

The Lord Jesus understands rejection: we do not have a high priest who is 
unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been 
tempted in every way, just as we are —yet he did not sin.12 Cast your cares 
on the LORD, and he will sustain you.13 If you know someone enduring the 
pain of rejection, draw alongside, encourage them to stand firm, and hold 
them up by praying with and for them. 
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Pet.2:23 (7) Matt.27:46 (8) Rom.5:1 (9) Jn 1:12 (10) Rom.8:18 (11) 
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Mission - The 'Soulsearch' initiative 

Rosemary Johnston for NW Outreach Coordinators 

Henry Ford is famously reported as saying, "If I had asked people what 
they wanted, they would have said, 'Faster horses'." The implication was 
that the people needed someone like him to realise the vision for the 
motor car - something they themselves simply couldn't conceive of. 
However, there's no evidence that he actually said those words! There 
seems to be more evidence that he rather said, "If there is any one secret 
to success, it lies in the ability to get the other person's point of view, and 
see things from that person's angle as well as your own." 

Is there anything to be learned from that in the matter of outreach? We 
speak of putting ourselves in another man's (or woman's) shoes - trying 
to see things from their perspective. It's not an easy thing to do when we 
have so many (good) ideas of our own about how things should be done. 

When people come to our outreach events, we want them to feel welcome 
and at ease. In the North West of England we have introduced Soulsearch 
(a title we only use internally) - outreach events that involve all the 
churches of God in the area. This means that a larger audience can be 
convened and we put on a magazine-type programme of short, 
professionally produced videos, testimonies, singing, and a gospel 
message. Events like 'tea meetings' tend to lend themselves to an informal 
sharing of a gospel message. Soulsearch is a real opportunity for the 
gospel to be preached in all its fullness. 

Can they understand what we're saying? 
I once listened to a Star Wars enthusiast. He was talking about the 
characters and incidents in the film. Never having watched it, I didn't have 
any idea what he was talking about and quickly lost interest. Is there any 
danger that this can happen in our modern culture where so little is 
known about the Bible - even its once-famous stories and characters? As 
we share the gospel, we can reference people and incidents from the 
Bible, and our audience is totally lost. We can no longer assume any basic 
Bible knowledge among those who are listening to a message. 

At Soulsearch, we try instead to think about the issues of the day. What 
are people interested in? What are their fears? Our most recent event was 
entitled 'Pick n’ Mix'. It recognised that we live in a pluralistic society 
where each of the major world faiths is considered equally valid, and 
many choose aspects of each, making them their own individual belief 
system. But where does this Pick 'n Mix approach lead us, other than 
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giving us a comfortable philosophy for life? Jesus Christ made the bold 
claim: I am the way, and the truth, and the life. There's no room there for 
other philosophies, as Jesus is the only way, the truth and the source of 
eternal life -whether we accept it or not. So, starting with a common trait 
that people can relate to, we move on to challenge our audience with the 
exclusive and life-changing claims of Christianity, which is not simply a 
faith - it's a relationship with a person. 

Singing 
In Western culture, where do people sing? At a football match, perhaps. 
Or at a karaoke with pop music. These days, only a small minority of 
people attend church services and so are not familiar with the rich 
Christian heritage of praise to God through song and hymnology. When 
we invite people to our outreach events, are we expecting them to sing? 
How will they know the hymns or the songs? Will they be familiar with 
the 18th or 19th century music and poetic or metaphoric content of many 
hymns sung acapella in 4-part harmony? It's hard for us to conceive of a 
church-related event that doesn't include singing, but what is the 'man on 
the street' comfortable with? At Soulsearch events, we have held some 
with no singing at all; but we've probably reached a compromise, where 
we have just a few songs, generally more modern ones, and we invite 
people to sit back and listen, or to join in if they wish. 

Personal story 
Our Soulsearch events usually include a testimony. A personal story is a 
powerful tool: the word of someone whose life has been changed by the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. In an outreach seminar last year we watched the 
'Just Walk Across the Room' DVD which gives some really helpful hints 
about sharing our personal story. The course suggests that we need to 
think carefully about the words that we're using: can they be understood 
by our audience? Words like 'saved' or 'born again' might be Biblical, but 
do they need to be explained? Then there's what some refer to as 
'Christianese' - a language spoken only amongst Christians, and using 
terms like 'accept Christ'. As we share our story, are we referring to 
people or places that are not familiar to our audience and therefore have 
no impact? 

No one would deny that the Holy Spirit is the only one who convicts and 
He can use any message spoken to help someone to an understanding of 
the gospel and of their need of a Saviour. But we do try not to erect 
unnecessary barriers that could actually make it harder for people! In the 
words of Henry Ford, can we begin to 'see things from that person's angle 
as well as [our] own'?  
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From the Editors' Desk 

Issue 4 - 2017 

Contributions of articles for this issue of NT magazine have come from 
Asia, Europe and North America. We are grateful to God that those who 
currently serve as editors are likewise active in the work of the Lord on 
those continents. Present-day communications make for relative ease in 
sharing scripts. Empathy for writers and readers in far-flung parts of the 
world is aided by such local representation. However, editors readily 
acknowledge that much personal sacrifice of time and effort is necessary 
on the part of contributors, and join with all readers in expressing thanks 
to those, everywhere, who undertake the work. In turn, every writer and 
editor is dependent on the grace of God and the Spirit of God to enable the 
output of this teaching and encouraging communication tool. We do not 
regard the subject matter of this magazine's content to represent mere 
accident of human design. Perhaps as you read this issue you will feel that 
an article is speaking directly to you; and so it should be! Read it 
prayerfully. 

One of the obvious drawbacks of print media such as this, is the necessity 
to limit the number of words in each article. Some of the subjects tackled in 
this issue, for instance the excellent contribution on the New Covenant by 
Phil Brennan, or the consideration by Richard Hutchinson of the 
excellencies of the Lord's meekness and gentleness, would each easily 
extend to book-length studies. And you will find succinct comments, from 
Ira Williamson, on the matter of anxiety and its lesser cousin, worry. It is 
only possible though to bring to readers' attention some choice aspects in 
each paper. We invite feedback on topics of interest so that, if possible, 
suggestions can be made for other literature that may explain related 
points in more depth, or in defence of the positions taken (for instance in 
the brief challenging article by Martin Jones on The Gender Agenda). Then 
again, perhaps your personal needs will be met by one of the other articles; 
we are grateful to God to share them all with you! 

Geoff  
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Gideon:  
Irrigating the desert of doubt 

Sean Johnston, Belfast, N. Ireland 

Ezekiel's vision in Ezek.47 is of a river of fresh water flowing from the 
temple of God, and bringing life and beauty into the desert. The rapid 
increase of the river's depth and power shows what a mighty river it is: 
from a small trickle of a stream to a river that could not be crossed. The 
uniqueness of such a river manifests itself to be not only miraculous, but 
abundant in provision. 

Christians can readily see an allegory in Ezekiel's vision of future physical 
realities, in terms of spiritual realities they may already experience, of 
increasing knowledge and depth in spiritual life. We are expected to bring 
such life-giving waters into our desert of life, making it possible for us all to 
cultivate flourishing gardens in our lives for God. 

We all need encouragement in the middle of our fears and doubts. Gideon 
was no exception. Even though he had the reassuring words of God 
continually ringing in his ears, it took a man's dream to finally convince 
him to go into battle.1 His doubts had been dispersed and, once he took a 
stand for God, so were his enemies.2 Just like the priests who were told to 
go and stand in the fast-flowing river Jordan - the waters would only 
subside once they had taken a step of faith into the water.3 This is how we 
often perceive our own fears (before we step out for God) - fast flowing, at 
flood proportions, standing as tall as a wall, waiting to overcome and 
drown us. But, in reality, after the season has passed, our worst fears do 
not materialize and perhaps we recognize that, after all, FEAR only stands 
for "Fantasy Expectation Appearing Real". 

We are all 'Gideons' at some time in our life, in need of some 
encouragement. Some may say, scornfully, "How many times must you be 
told something before you believe it?" The great answer from our great, 
mighty God is, "As often as it takes," for He has promised to be with us 
always.4 For Gideon, the enemy was real and was four times the size of the 
camp of Israel spread out in the valley, thick as locusts.5 But God wanted to 
draw him deeper into the spiritual waters described in Ezek.47, so that 
when the water's depth was such that he could no longer touch the bottom 
- beyond where he could stand in his own strength - he would have to 
swim, carried along by God's current. For the giver of strength6 should be 
the one receiving the glory as we strive to serve by the strength that He 
supplies.7 
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Gideon's victory did not rest on his own strength or skill, but on the work 
of God. There was no human armoury used in this battle - only a trumpet 
and a light inside a jar of clay. We, too, are like the jar of day, fragile and 
weak, and the light is that which shines out into the darkness.8 The trumpet 
is the call of the gospel message that is to be spread far and wide to warn of 
the impending danger, trusting that they who hear the call will experience 
the depth of the knowledge of the glory of God displayed in the face of 
Christ.9 There will be times in our lives when, like Gideon, we are called to 
camp by the spring of Harod,10 and come to rely on the fullness of His ever-
flowing blessings, and so echo the words of the well-known hymn: 
 

'That the streams of living water 
From our inner man may flow. 
...with all Thy wondrous power 
Flowing through us, Thou canst use us 
Every day and every hour'.11 
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Christ's Offices and Roles - Son over God's house 

Stephen McCabe, Belfast, N. Ireland 

Heb.1 gloriously presents Jesus Christ as 'the Son' - the one through whom 
the Father has spoken definitively.1 The one who radiates the glory of God, 
and is the exact expression of His nature.2 This is the One to whom God the 
Father has said: “You are My Son, today I have begotten You.”3 and again, "I 
will be a Father to Him, and He shall be a Son to Me".4 A son speaks with all 
of the authority of his father and is the heir of all that belongs to him. The 
writer to the Hebrews is quoting words that God used long ago, and in a 
different way - an exploration of this will deepen our appreciation of what 
the Father has said to His unique Son. 

The king as 'son' 
Ps.2, quoted by the writer to the Hebrews, is the great coronation psalm of 
the king of Israel - that's how God's people would have understood it at the 
time. The psalmist depicts the nations raging around little Israel and saying 
that the Lord and His anointed have no authority over them.5  But God is in 
heaven, sovereign, and no matter what the nations are doing, God declares, 
"I have installed my king upon Zion". God has placed the king of Israel in 
Jerusalem, His holy mountain. The king of Israel speaks in response: "[God] 
said to Me, 'You are my son, today I have become your father.'"6 It is as if the 
great God of heaven is saying, "King of Israel, you speak with My authority 
to the earth. You are My son!" What a position the king of Israel was in! 

It's exactly what God promised to David, concerning Solomon and those 
who followed after him: "I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I 
will be a father to him and he will be a son to Me" - God's great promise to 
the Davidic line in 2 Sam.7:13-14. What a relationship between the king on 
the throne in Jerusalem and God! And so, it doesn't matter what the nations 
around about Israel are doing - God's chosen king sits in Jerusalem, 
invested with sonship, with the earth as his inheritance. Perhaps you can 
imagine the people cheering as the psalm is sung in a time of rejoicing at 
the coronation of the king! 

The Holy Spirit has a fuller meaning for us to grasp in this coronation 
Psalm, because He takes it up and applies it to the Lord Jesus when the 
writer to the Hebrews repeatedly says that, although this was said in Ps.2 
to the king of Israel, God has said it again to His unique Son.7 Jesus is the 
King in God's kingdom, and the ultimate fulfilment of the father-son 
relationship seen depicted between God and the Davidic kings installed in 
Jerusalem. And as the King in God's kingdom today, the Son, He is the heir 
of all things, and He speaks with all of the authority of God the Father, in a 
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way that those kings never could! 

Greater than David - Son and Lord 
In Ps.110, David states that, The LORD says to my Lord: "Sit at My right 
hand, until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet."8 Many centuries 
later, the Lord Jesus stumped the Pharisees, asking them, "If David then 
calls Him Lord', how is He his son?"9 How could David's descendent be 
greater than him? They couldn't answer Him that day. But the answer for 
us is found in Ps.110 ("Sit at My right hand...Rule"10) and Rom.1 (His Son, 
who was born a descendant of David according to the flesh, who was 
declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead11). 

Jesus was David's Son, a descendant of David, humanly speaking. But Paul 
says it was the resurrection from the dead that declared Him to be David's 
Lord - gloriously fulfilling the words of Ps.110:1. The New Testament 
writers tell us on multiple occasions that these words of David are applied 
to the resurrection and ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ. So, for example, 
Peter says in Acts 2 that it wasn't David who ascended into heaven, but it 
was Jesus when the Father invited Him to "sit at My right hand".12 This 
Davidic Son, then, is greater even than David - alive today and forever, and 
sitting at the right hand of the Majesty on high. 

Greater than Moses - Son over God's house 
Having expounded the uniqueness of Jesus as 'the Son', the writer to the 
Hebrews introduces us to a unique biblical phrase, declaring Jesus to be 
Son over His house.13 In doing this, the Lord Jesus is compared to, and 
shown to surpass by far, God's servant Moses.14 "He is faithful in all My 
household; with him I speak mouth to mouth".15 At the time, God's house on 
earth was the Tabernacle - in what way was Moses faithful in relation to it? 
He was entrusted with God's design for His dwelling place - a design that, 
under the faithful supervision of Moses, was executed in every detail,16 
leading to the awesome climactic statement that the glory of the LORD filled 
the tabernacle.17 It was the faithfulness of Moses in communicating God's 
design, and in following the procedures that God had outlined (for 
example, the commissioning of Aaron and his sons as priests18) that 
allowed the functioning and service of God's dwelling-place in that day. 
What a privileged way for a mere man to demonstrate faithfulness! 
 
But just as a builder is counted as having more honour than the house; just 
as the owner is greater than the servant, so the Lord Jesus surpasses Moses 
in our estimation - not simply servant, but faithful as Son (loaded with all 
our above considerations) over God's house today! Not the tabernacle of 
Moses' day, or even the subsequent temple in Jerusalem, but God's spiritual 
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house.19 The work of the Lord Jesus, both in redemption at Calvary and 
today as our Great High Priest (see NT 2017:3), has allowed the 
functioning and service of God's spiritual house in the here-and-now. 
Faithfully He serves in the holy place not made with hands.20 of which the 
holy place in the Tabernacle and Temple were mere copies,21 allowing the 
offering up of spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Him.22 Today 
we enjoy God's spiritual reality, with Jesus as Son over God's house - far 
surpassing the physical models of the Old Testament. 

Royal Son and priest forever 
The title of 'Son over God's house', therefore, uniquely refers to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, knitting together His kingship and His eternal priesthood as 
associated with the functioning and service of God's house (developed 
further in Heb.5:5-6). There again, alongside the Father's declaration. "You 
are My Son", the writer returns to David's Messianic Ps.110. The words are 
spoken to David's Son and Lord: The LORD has sworn and will not change 
His mind. "You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek"23 
This oath was made (to the one who was also declared to be 'My Son', 
installed in heavenly Zion) when the Law was superseded following the 
death, resurrection and glorious ascension of the Lord Jesus,24 when God 
invited the Son to 'sit at My right hand'. King and Priest seen together in the 
Son over God's house, eternally - the one who has taken us from 'never'25 
to "forever'26 in the service of God, having sat down at His right hand. This 
NT series has already dealt with the figure of Melchizedek as 
foreshadowing these offices of the Lord Jesus Christ. It suffices here to say 
that it is evident in the very origins of His dealing with men and women in 
Scripture, that our God is committed to Calvary, as well as to the glories 
that follow; of the resurrection and ascension, and the offices bestowed on 
the Lord Jesus in bringing many to glory with the Son. 

What does it mean for me? 
Today, our Lord Jesus Christ, Son over God's house, is in heavenly Zion - 
installed there as King, with all the authority of His Father, and appointed 
as glorious High Priest, to represent God's People in the things relating to 
God. That means that we should not be idle - we are under Him, 
conditionally, as the one over God's house.27 In seeking to serve faithfully 
in God's house today, we carry the message of the King to others,28 and 
also come through Him to offer spiritual sacrifices to God the Father, 
acceptable through our Great High Priest.29 He lives and serves faithfully 
today as Son over God's house so that we might be fully engaged in the 
service of God's house in a way that would be impossible without Him. 
Praise God! 
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Bible-wide Prophecies. 

New heavens and Earth 

Geoff Hydon, Mount Forest, Canada 

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with 
a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything 
done in it will be laid bare. Since everything will be destroyed in this way, 
what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives as 
you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring 
about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the 
heat. But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new 
heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells. (2 Pet.3:10-13 NIV) 

How people react to a book reveals their relative maturity. Give an infant a 
book, and it will see it as a food item! A young child may think every book 
is a colouring book; perhaps you have books on your shelves with 
children's scribbling in them! An older child may read parts of a book 
before discarding it, more interested in any pictures than in learning 
unfamiliar words. Give a student a book, and it may be returned with 
yellow marker on its pages. What a different result if we give an interactive 
e-book to a mature reader than if we gave the e-reader to a toddler! How 
we ourselves treat the Bible will reveal our own spiritual stage of maturity, 
showing if we are still babes or strong men and women.1 

Why read difficult prophetic passages? 
Most maturing Christians will have tackled the challenge of reading the 
entire Bible. Those who have done this many times over still find new 
things daily to discover in their re-reading. An early discovery may be the 
evident development of key themes. The Bible may even appear to be 
somewhat elliptical, introducing themes in early books, elaborating on 
them and re-introducing the same themes in a glorious conclusion. This 
series of articles picks up on that fact,  and focuses on key revelations from 
God. So we turn to the subject of prophecies concerning heavens and an 
Earth. 

In the Bible, God introduces us to this subject by first briefly explaining the 
origin of the physical universe, and the Earth and its inhabitants in 
particular. While the mechanics of His work are not detailed, we may 
simply note that 'creation' best describes it. Heb.11:3 succinctly states: By 
faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that 
what is seen was not made out of things that are visible. As far as the term 
"heaven' is concerned, we can learn from 2 Cor.12:2 that there are at least 
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three components to it. These have been explained as a first heaven, which 
includes the air which we breathe above the face of the Earth; then a 
second heaven, being the rest of the physical universe beyond that; then a 
third, spiritual, reality: heaven where God lives. Human minds have been 
well-employed attempting to understand the composition of the physical 
universe; the spiritual dwelling place of God is beyond material science to 
figure out, and it can only be known by what God reveals about it. Our job 
is to give time to study what God has written to us, and to contemplate its 
full meaning, not just our prejudices about it! 2 

New or different? 
We are repeatedly told in the Bible that the physical universe God created 
will eventually be replaced. This revelation is contained in prophetic 
statements, such as Ps.102:25-273 which says: Of old you laid the 
foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands. They 
will perish, but you will remain; they will all wear out like a garment. You 
will change them like a robe, and they will pass away, but you are the same, 
and your years have no end.  This prophecy is repeated in the book of 
Hebrews (Heb.1:10-12).  The imagery of changing a robe for a different one 
suggests not the remodelling of the existing physical universe, but its 
complete replacement by a new one. This understanding of the prophecy is 
supported by Peter's use of the descriptive terms disappear and destroy, 
even though the latter term does not require us to infer annihilation. 
Likewise, John's Spirit-guided word choice in Rev.21:5 also supports a 
complete replacement, because the Greek word he uses for 'new' is kainos, 
often used to describe a new thing different in character from another, not 
just a more recent version.4 

The future governs the past 
We don't have to read far in Genesis before realizing that God warns 
humankind of future judgment. The eternal judgment of Satan can be seen 
in Gen.3:15, immediately after the fall of Adam and Eve into sinful 
disobedience after Satan's temptation. Their descendants would also suffer 
because of their sinfulness. Despite God's statements, each subsequent 
generation displayed worsening departure from God. Therefore. God 
warned in Gen.6:13 about His decision to destroy. This physical 
destruction of the Earth's creatures is not a fairy story! It is a precursor to 
final judgment, as Peter explains.5 Nor should we understand these past 
and future events as just untoward consequences of human failure. God 
was not taken by surprise, even though He was saddened ('repented') as 
they occurred. Everything proceeds according to His plan.6 Paul helpfully 
explains that for us, in God's wisdom, physical realities indeed occur before 
the greater and purer spiritual reality is experienced.7 But the writer to the 
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Hebrews shows that, in fact, important spiritual realities existed in God's 
presence before they were replicated in limited degree on Earth.8 The 
building of the Tabernacle by Moses was not a knee-jerk reaction by God as 
His people left Egypt, though it did cater to their needs for atonement and 
approach to God.  
 
But what Moses was instructed to build was not the end-game either. We 
can easily relate to this truth. If we show children how to make a house 
with Lego bricks, we do not expect them as adults to make their homes 
with such limitations. So the present-day spiritual house of God9 has fully 
replaced any previous physical structure on earth. But we should not 
assume that the ultimate new heavens and new earth that God has 
arranged will, or must, have all the characteristic limitations we experience 
in the present physical universe. Yet the lack of righteousness 
characterizing God's people's failures right up to the present must be 
corrected in the arrangements predetermined for the eternal day. 

What lies ahead 
John's vision of the unveiling of the almighty Son of God, the Lamb, in 
Revelation extends beyond our current time, focusing mainly on the final 
stages of the cleansing and judgmental Day of the Lord.10 and then into the 
eternal Day of God. A new Earth is needed as a 'location' for the New 
Jerusalem, but we cannot explain all the descriptions given to John. The sun 
is absent from the new Earth, so we can only conjecture if other stars are 
needed in whatever kind of universe is indicated by the term new heavens. 
The occupants of the new earth have different bodies, no longer limited in 
the way our present bodies are, so the future need (or otherwise) for 
various physical realities in the present creation is likewise a matter for 
contemplation. Yet we are not given an airy-fairy description of the new; 
and a concrete aspect is greater proximity to God by His united peoples.11 

In Jn 14:3 Christ tells the disciples of divine preparations made for them in 
the Father's house. The writer to the Hebrews (Heb.11:16) discloses divine 
preparation of a city for the faithful. When we reach Rev.21:3 we hear a 
loud voice proclaiming to John from the throne: "Behold, the dwelling place 
of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and 
God himself will be with them as their God." There are many things we 
cannot understand in John's vision. For example, the new city on the new 
Earth has twelve gates, each of them formed from one pearl, yet what kind 
of oyster could produce such pearls? We are surely not intended to 
imagine such oysters, but to focus on the purity and excellence and 
surpassing value inherent in the vision of such unique items. The physical 
structure of a temple is no more needed, for the Lord God the Almighty and 
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(or: 'even'12) the Lamb Himself meets that need. The whole city is to be a 
sanctuary, so far surpassing the place of a temple within a material 
Jerusalem of Solomon's day. There is so much more to explore! 

We should remember that Abraham, in the distant past, was looking 
forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God.13 
If the mind of that godly man was so occupied with such things, should we 
not also benefit from meditating on God's repeated predictions of what still 
lies ahead for us? If God chooses to repeat things, He must be doing so to 
emphasize them, and if we have so far thought prophetic statements are 
too confusing for us, perhaps that is an indication that we need to mature 
as Christians, and get into the meat of this subject! 

References & Footnotes: 
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Isa.34:4; 51:6; 65:17; Matt.24:35; 2 Pet.3:7-13 (quoted above); Rev.21:5ff 
Some of these texts have an application to the time of the future 1,000 year 
reign of Christ on Earth (Rev.20) and a further fulfilment after that. (4) If 
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or 'New'?" (5) 2 Pet.3:5-7 (6) Eph. 1:4-10 (7) 1 Cor.15:42-49 (8) e.g. 
Heb.9:24 (9) 1 Pet.2:5 (10) Rev.1:10 uses a grammatical structure (Gk. 
kuriake hemera) that may well mean the first day of a current week. 
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The Excellencies of Christ 

Meekness and gentleness 

Richard Hutchinson, Vancouver, Canada 

When urging the church in Corinth to take his instruction, Paul impresses 
upon them that he is issuing the charge with the gentleness and meekness of 
Christ.1 He was taking his lead from one who exhibited these qualities in all 
His interactions and, as we seek to be Christ-like ourselves, these are 
qualities we also must cultivate. 

The Lord said of Himself, "I am gentle and lowly in heart"2 when He invited 
the heavy-laden to come to Him for rest, and in doing so He provides a 
sound definition of the word 'meek', which is so often maligned today. 
You'll see different Bible versions use 'meek' and 'gentle' interchangeably 
when translating the Greek word praus, and both words describe an 
attitude of heart towards others that is grounded in humility and love. Is it 
a sign of weakness to be meek or gentle? Not at all. The Lord was infinite in 
power, but lowly in heart and that humility showed He was aware of the 
need in others, where we are most keenly aware of our own needs. His 
attitude was always to meet that need where He found it. 

In Matt. 12:18-21, Matthew quotes Isaiah's prophecy about the Messiah - "I 
will put My Spirit upon Him...He will not quarrel nor cry out...A bruised reed 
He will not break, and smoking flax He will not quench."   How many bruised 
lives did the Lord come across in His ministry that were ready to be broken 
by one more harsh word or judgment; how many smouldering wicks ready 
to be extinguished by cold disregard? The woman at the well, the woman 
with the 'issue of blood', the woman caught in adultery, the father with the 
demon-possessed son, the woman who anointed Jesus' head with oil...so 
many damaged lives and failing hearts that the Lord reached out to in 
tenderness, to show love and acceptance in contrast to those around them. 
Simon the Pharisee sneered at the sinful woman who washed Jesus' feet 
with her tears, but the Lord praised her faith and sent her away in peace.3 
The disciples scolded the woman who poured precious ointment over 
Jesus' head, saying that it could have been sold to feed the poor, but Jesus 
declared that she had done a beautiful thing for Him.4 These were people 
society had dismissed, but whom Jesus gently embraced, meeting their 
need in the moment. 

During the sermon on the Mount, Jesus urged His audience "You have heard 
that it was said, 'An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.' But I tell you not 
to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the 
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other to him also. If anyone wants to sue you and take away your tunic, let 
him have your cloak also. And whoever compels you to go one mile, go with 
him two."5 This is meekness in action - to not put your own interests 
forward, but be prepared to give up your time and effort without making a 
fuss, to even be abused without demanding justice. It's easy to see why the 
world thinks to be meek is to allow yourself to be a doormat for others, but 
the Lord practised what He preached and in His example we can see the 
strength that is involved in gentleness. 

When He approached Jerusalem for the last time, knowing all the people in 
the city would do to Him shortly, He did not weep for Himself, but for 
them.6 

When He was arrested under false charges and brutally treated, He didn't 
revile back or threaten His captors, but He entrusted Himself to the one 
who judges righteously.7 

He forgave the soldiers who crucified Him while they were in the very act 
of inflicting terrible pain upon Him.8 

He looked at us, bruised and failing, and He loved us. Not only did He not 
break us or snuff us out, but He went the extra mile and restored us to a 
glory we never knew God had intended for us. 

Can we find such gentle, resolute, humility within ourselves? Not naturally, 
it is contrary to our nature, but Paul outlines gentleness as included in the 
fruit of the Spirit.9 This is something that God can bring forth from us by 
the Holy Spirit's work, just as He set His Spirit upon His Son in Isaiah's 
prophecy. We know that fruit is singular in Gal.5:22, that these are not 
fruits independent of each other, and it is clear that to find gentleness in 
our hearts there should also be love, patience, faithfulness, self-control and 
all those other beautiful characteristics, even if not in equal measures. 
These are the same qualities that Paul urged the Ephesians to walk in, and 
the Colossians to clothe themselves with each day.10 

Let us truly contemplate all the ways in which the Lord Jesus showed the 
gentleness of the heart of God, and allow the beauty of His attitude towards 
us to shape our attitude towards each other and the world around us. 

References: 
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Matt.5:38-42 (6) Matt.23:37 (7) 1 Pet.2:23 (8) Lk.23:34 (9) Gal.5:22-23 
(10) Eph.4:1-2; Col.3:12-14 
Bible quotations from the NKJV.
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Sobering Truths 

An Interview 

with 85-year-old U Han Tint, Insein, Myanmar 

How was the Church of God first made known to you? 
In 1965, Scottish missionary Guy Jarvie and John Moe used to hold evening 
Gospel meetings. I was invited to attend. That evening I was drinking 
before the Gospel meeting. I was in a drunken state as I sat and listened to 
the brethren preach the word. I heard how I was a sinner. I was a Buddhist 
at the time. The message that evening sunk in and I accepted the Lord Jesus 
as my personal saviour. From that moment I have felt a happiness I never 
had before. 

What was it like for you after turning your life over to the Lord? 
It wasn't easy! All my friends and neighbours were angry with me. 
Everyone I spent time with was Buddhist. They didn't treat me well, and I 
suffered persecution. My friends came one day and made a big hole in the 
roof of my house. This left me with no place to get out of the rain. 
Thankfully, the Lord took care of me. I was welcomed to live in a small 
house that used to be on the Church compound. This became my home for 
20 years. 

When were you baptized and added to the Church of God? 
One year after I came to know the Lord Jesus as my saviour. My wife was 
baptized and added a while after me. She was also a Buddhist in the 
beginning. She died and went home to be with the Lord in 2006. 

Years ago you travelled to Suangphei to deliver relief goods to our 
brothers and sisters. Please share your experience on this journey. 
It was in 1970 that the churches of God in Canada sent much needed 
clothing to be delivered to Suangphei. Three of us started out by train from 
Yangon which is about 1000 km away. The train took us as far as Mandalay. 
We then got on an old military aircraft to Kalemyo. From this point we 
went by jeep through the rough mountain paths. It got us to within 25 
miles of our destination. The rest of the way was uphill by foot. We got a 
horse to carry the clothing. I remember we took with us a live chicken and 
some eggs to eat. My eggs ended up being spoiled and I was unable to eat 
them. Along the way we had good conversation about Acts 2:41-42. We 
arrived safe and were warmly welcomed. The clothing was well received. It 
took us a total of three days from Yangon. We spent two days with our 20 
brothers and sisters. I was also able to go over the valley to Langzang. 
Fifteen people in this place at that time were interested in the church of 
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God. In 1971 a church was planted in Langzang and remained faithful until 
1975. At this time brothers were forced to move to Aungywa for their 
livelihood. The church remained there until 2000 and is now located in 
Pyidawtha. 

What advice do you have for the youth growing up in the Churches of 
God? 
I am old now and it's a battle to get to all the meetings. I see the youth not 
attending as often as they should. I encourage them to make the church 
meetings a priority. 
 
Can you please share with us your favourite hymn and verse. Also, what 
would you like to share with Needed Truth readers? 
My favourite hymn is 'Jesus is coming'. (At this point in the interview, 
brother U Han Tint opened his hymn book and sang a verse of the hymn.) 
 

Jesus is coming! O, sing the glad word,  

Coming for those He redeemed by His blood,  

Coming to reign as the glorified Lord,  
Jesus is coming again!  

E.Nathan 

 
My favourite verse is 1 Tim.3:14-16. I would like to tell readers that the 
Churches of God are the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of 
the truth. 
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Invisible Realities 

The unseen God. Prayer, communion and guidance 

Lennie Shaw, Swindon, England 

O LORD, how long shall I cry, 
And You will not hear? 
Even cry out to You, "Violence!" 
And You will not save.1 

 
Ever feel like that? Habakkuk lived thousands of years ago, but he 
experienced emotions that perhaps we all feel at times when we see the 
effects of sin in our world, or when situations in life overwhelm us and our 
prayers seem to go unanswered.  Habakkuk pleaded with God to intervene 
as he despaired over spiritual meltdown, both within and against Judah, 
and he felt his prayers were not being answered - or at least not being 
answered quickly enough. Why were the people all around him being 
allowed to commit such acts of violence and lawlessness seemingly 
unchecked by God? 

Perhaps we also often wonder why terrible things happen, innocent people 
suffer tragedy and the defiantly sinful acts of people seem to go 
unpunished? Habakkuk had obviously been pleading with God for some 
time about this. He cries, "How long?" in chapter 1 v.2. Often, when we 
pray, for someone or something that matters a great deal to us, we do so 
for what seems to be a long time.  This is where faith comes in. Having the 
strength to acknowledge that we don t have the full understanding of what 
God has in mind for us in His time.  When things are seemingly going along 
well, faith perhaps is not tested, so when the time of testing does come, as 
it surely will do, will we be able to stand strong, saying as Job did, "Though 
He slay me, yet will I trust Him"?2 That's real faith. 

To understand prayer is to understand that there is an important element 
of listening to what the Lord would say to us, and setting aside what we 
think is best, to acknowledge that God is sovereign and His will is perfect. 
This is not a one-way conversation.  We pray because we feel burdened 
about something or someone. The Lord Himself told us to pray, "Your will 
be done," and ultimately, if we can't bring ourselves to do that and mean it, 
we will never feel the peace of leaving the burden with Him. 

When the Lord Jesus withdrew from His disciples to pray, or got up early in 
the morning to pray, He was communing with His Father, as well as asking 
for things in prayer.  We need to understand what that involves, and 
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understand that prayer is not about reciting a wish-list of things we believe 
to be best for us. It's about being shaped to conform to God's mind and will, 
and accepting His purpose in our lives, whatever that may look like. 

Habakkuk got his answer. Look among the nations and watch —Be utterly 
astounded! For I will work a work in your days which you would not believe, 
though it were told you.3 'Watch' was the crucial part of Habakkuk's role 
here. He says of himself, I will stand my watch and set myself on the 
rampart, and watch to see what He will say to me, and what I will answer 
when I am corrected.4 When we pray we then look to the Lord for His 
guidance. That may come quickly, or it may take years, but our part is to 
stand our watch. "Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be 
counted worthy...to stand before the Son of Man."5 

We may also find ourselves corrected. Habakkuk seems to be prepared for 
that and indeed is preparing his response for when that happens.  Being a 
Christian involves a relationship with our Heavenly Father. It wouldn't be 
much of a relationship if we spent no time in His presence, and it would be 
a strange experience to spend time with someone and not communicate 
with them. 

Reverent honesty is an important factor in prayer. Giving God the place 
that He is due is paramount, we shouldn't try to bring Him to our level, yet 
He knows and understands us and by the Spirit helps us, as Paul says to the 
Romans: Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not 
know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes 
intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.6 When you and I 
don't have the words, the Spirit of God provides them. 

Prayer is not a passive activity, we have a part to play while we wait for the 
unfolding of His will. The Lord Himself said it in the Garden of Gethsemane: 
Then He came to the disciples and found them sleeping, and said to Peter, 
"What! Could you not watch with Me one hour? Watch and pray, lest you 
enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak."7  
Habakkuk stands on his watch like a soldier on the rampart. He maintains 
his part of the bargain, trusting that the Lord will maintain His. And sure 
enough, the reply comes, "Though it tarries, wait for it; Because it will surely 
come. It will not tarry."8 

We're not told of the Lord Jesus receiving a direct, audible, answer from 
His Father when He prayed, "O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass 
from Me,"9 but we are told about an angel who came to strengthen Him, to 
help Him through that moment, and perhaps also to strengthen Him to face 
the task ahead.  The Lord went from that place having left His prayer 
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burden with His God and Father. He didn't take it with Him to Pilate's 
court, He didn't take it with Him before Herod, and He didn't take it with 
Him to Calvary. He went through all of those things with the peace of 
knowing that He had received His answer from God and was fulfilling all of 
God's will and purpose. 

Whatever our circumstances as we go through life, and many of them can 
be extremely testing, Christians know that there is a peace to be found in 
bringing our cares, our struggles and our burdens before the 'throne of 
grace' and leaving them there, while taking a leaf from Habakkuk's book 
and watching to see how the Lord will deal with the problem. 

Ultimately Habakkuk shows that the troubled prophet whom we see in 
chapter 1 has, through faith and communion with his God, come full circle 
until he is able to praise God in chapter 3 with these words: 

 
Though the fig tree may not blossom, 
For fruit be on the vines; 
Though the labor of the olive may fail, 
And the fields yield no food; 
Though the flock may be cut off from the fold, 
And there be no herd in the stalls — 
Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, 
I will joy in the God of my salvation. 
The LORD God is my strength; 
He will make my feet like deer's feet, 
And He will make me walk on my high hills.10 

 
Habakkuk has been given the peace of knowing that his cry has been heard 
and, having left his burden with his God, he then commits himself to 
rejoicing in Him. It is indeed true what Pastor Tim Keller writes when he 
says: 'All true prayer, pursued far enough, becomes praise. Any prayer, no 
matter how desperate its origin, no matter how angry and fearful the 
experiences it traverses, ends up in praise.'11 

References: 
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Bible covenants 

God's new covenant 

Phil Brennan, Buxton, England 

God uses the word 'covenant’ hundreds of times in the Bible, so it is clearly 
important. Many of these references are to the ark of the covenant, 
symbolic not only of the covenant made with Israel at Sinai, but pointing 
forward to the Christ who would fulfil its every requirement and, through 
His sacrificial death, bring in a better and eternal covenant.1 

Cause 
As great and as beneficial as all Old Testament covenants were, the need 
for the new covenant is expressed clearly in Jeremiah: 
 
Behold the days are coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah - not according to the 
covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the 
hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, 
though I was a husband to them, says the LORD. But this is the covenant that 
I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put 
My law in their minds, and write it in their hearts; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be My people. No more shall every man teach his neighbour, and 
every man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD, for they shall all know Me, 
from the least of them to the greatest of them, says the LORD. For I will 
forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.2 

The new covenant would deal with mankind's inability to obey the law of 
God - their propensity to be covenant-breakers, and their unfaithfulness to 
God. It would include the promise given through Ezekiel, "I will give you a 
new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out 
of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit within you and 
cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments and do 
them."3 Thus through the new birth that the Lord Jesus spoke of to 
Nicodemus, Jew and Gentile would become recipients of a new and better 
covenant, its everlasting blessings received through faith in the atoning 
work of Christ and realized through the indwelling Holy Spirit. 

Contrast 
In his letter to the Galatians, Paul uses the record of Abraham, Sarah, 
Hagar, Ishmael and Isaac as an illustration to support his contrast between 
law and grace. He goes on to speak of the two mothers, their two sons and 
two locations as a further illustration of two covenants. Hagar, Ishmael and 
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Mount Sinai, (and the earthly Jerusalem), represent the covenant of law. 
Sarah, Isaac and the heavenly Jerusalem represent the covenant of 
promise. Paul says that there are two covenants: the one from Mount Sinai 
which gives birth to bondage, which is Hagar - for this Hagar is Mount Sinai 
in Arabia, and corresponds to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with 
her children - but the Jerusalem above is free, which is the mother of us all.4 

Hagar, as Sarah's slave, is a fitting illustration of the consequence of the old 
covenant those who seek to live righteously under the old covenant are in 
bondage to the law. Her son, Ishmael, not only inhabited the region of Sinai 
(Arabia), but is expressly not the son through whom the covenant would 
be established.5 Sinai symbolizes the law that was given there through 
Moses; a law that was broken time and again by Israel, who then bore the 
curse of breaking it. The highest expression of the old covenant was found 
in the worship centred in (the earthly) Jerusalem that now is. This 
Jerusalem is the religious system that has rejected the grace that is in 
Christ Jesus, and remains in bondage to the law, seeking justification 
through works.6 

In stark contrast, those who through faith in Christ receive the blessings of 
the new covenant, are children of the free.7 They are citizens of heaven, the 
Jerusalem above; They have received the promise and are free from the 
futility of trying to please God by the works of the flesh. 

The new covenant has provided a Saviour through whom forgiveness of sin 
has been procured, righteousness accredited, and sanctification granted. 
The believer in Christ is thereby not only free from the condemnation of 
the law, but made able to walk according to God's statutes.8 

Certainty 
The writer to the Hebrews, referring to the certainty of the covenant God 
made with Abraham, goes on to say, Thus God, determining to show more 
abundantly to the heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel, confirmed 
it by an oath, that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God 
to lie, we might have strong consolation, who have fed for refuge to lay hold 
of the hope set before us.9 

Why did God add an oath to His promise? It could not make His word more 
reliable nor His promise more sure. It was for Abraham's sake, and for 
ours: not to make the promise more sure but to make us more sure of the 
promise. God, in His grace gave us not one but two immutable things: The 
promise itself is immutable (unchangeable, unalterable): the oath was the 
second immutable thing. 
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Commitment 
There is an illuminating reference to the importance of covenantal 
commitment in Jer.34. Jerusalem is under siege to the Babylonian army. It 
appears that all is lost, and in view of the dire circumstances, Zedekiah and 
some in Jerusalem made a covenant to free their slaves. Then when the 
Babylonians temporarily lifted the siege on Jerusalem, these men began to 
think they had done a foolish thing to give the Hebrew slaves their 
freedom. So they re-enslaved them. The Lord makes it clear that such 
breaking of covenant promise was a serious thing, and that there would be 
dire consequences of breaking their covenant. He says, I will make them 
like the calf that they cut in two and passed between its parts.10 

In the covenant that the Lord made with Abram, the smoking oven and the 
burning torch represent the Lord passing between the divided parts of the 
covenant sacrifice.11 It was as if God had said that He would bear the 
consequences of the covenant being broken. Could such a thing actually 
ever happen? As we stand by the cross of Calvary, we know the answer. 
Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for 
us...that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ 
Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.12 This is 
the marvel of the new covenant, that Christ took our curse for being 
lawbreakers. The only one who had not broken God's law was offered for 
those who had. 

Human beings are unfaithful, with nothing to commend themselves to God. 
Had God not unilaterally established His covenant, none would have 
believed. Had He not made His covenant eternal, all would fall away and be 
lost. If His covenant had not been entirely of grace, none would have heard 
the promises, for no one deserves them. Yet, the sovereign, eternal, 
gracious God did establish His covenant, and He confirmed it, not with the 
blood of animals, but with the blood of His own Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
During the three hours of darkness when Jesus hung upon the cross, God 
moved in the darkness to ratify the covenant.13 

That is the immeasurable extent of how much God was committed to the 
new covenant. 

Conclusion 
In reviewing the three previous issues of NT in which the covenants with 
Noah, Abraham and Moses have been considered, it's interesting to note 
that the outworking of each of these was in the ordinariness of everyday 
life. True, each had its special announcement, sometimes accompanied by a 
spectacular event, but after that, the promises were to be held good as the 
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recipients went about each day's ordinary, menial tasks. This is a word to 
those who seek a sort of steroid-enhanced Christianity, always chasing 
after new experiences and special events in order to stay pumped or 
excited about what they believe. The promises of God are more than 
enough to carry us through the round of daily routine. After all, they will 
carry us through eternity. 
 
References: 
(1) Heb.8:6; Heb.9:11-15 (2) Jer.31:31-34 (3) Ezek.36:26-27 (4) Gal.4:24-
26 (5) Gen.17:19-21 (6) Rom.9:31-32 (7) Gal.4:31 (8) Rom.8:1-4 (9) 
Heb.6:17,18 (10) Jer.34:18 ESV (11) Gen.15:1-21 (12) Gal.3:13-14 (13) 
James Montgomery Boice, Genesis Volume 2, Baker Books 2006, 566 
Bible quotations from the NKJV, unless otherwise stated.
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The Gender Agenda 

Martin Jones, Hamilton, Canada 

From the controversy about (un)equal pay revelations at the BBC to UK 
government proposals to allow individuals to change their legal gender at 
will, it seems that gender is either the main subject or the sub-text of much 
of today's news in the Western world. There's a huge spectrum to the 
debate, of course - at one end the exposing and correction of blatant 
discrimination; at the other it seems like a war against gender, where the 
goal is for any distinction between humans to be eradicated. 

You may be aware of the Google researcher who was dismissed recently as 
a result of comments on gender. He anchored his arguments (as to why 
Silicon Valley has such a gender imbalance) on biological science. Everyone 
agrees that, genetically, men and women are very different - there are 
apparently at least 6,500 genetic differences which could explain, for 
example, why, statistically, women may be able to multi-task better, but 
men to read maps better. Evolutionists argue the differences are as a result 
of the roles played by each gender over human history. However, some 
would argue that these roles are no longer required or justified, and 
therefore the genetic differences (and any consequences that may arise) 
somehow have to be nullified (ahead, one guesses, of natural selection 
eventually getting with the programme!). As Bible-believing Christians, 
however, we can safely attribute these differences to the deliberate 
purpose of the Creator from the very beginning (in His own image...male 
and female He created them1) - no accident and no temporary or reactive 
expedient that at some point can be safely discarded as obsolete. 

I wonder how much of today's furore stems from society not accepting 
Christianity's take on why gender exists and what role God intends it to 
play? The result is lots of talk about human rights without a meaningful 
definition of what a human actually is, or why its gender is inherently 
significant. This is where Christians find themselves in a real predicament. 
We have the Bible's blueprint for the reason for, and relationship between, 
the genders2 and yet to advance it publicly is likely to provoke the 
proverbial covering of ears and, increasingly possibly, even persecution 
and/or prosecution. The challenge is compounded for any Christians who 
admit to having a sense of uneasiness about what the New Testament says 
about gender roles and therefore not be fully prepared or equipped to 
defend it. 

This is a serious matter, not least because we could be at a point where the 
entire Christian faith could be rejected by some because of the apparent 
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sexism inherent in a God who is a 'He', who orders male leadership and 
authority, head coverings and silence by women in church, not to mention 
subjection in the home. There is a challenge, then, for every single one of us 
to make sure we are 'on top of our brief,' which will require us to 'have an 
answer' that's not just platitudes, as well as us personally buying into the 
case we make. But there is more to it than intellectual understanding, 
genuine acceptance and wise defence. There has to be the faithful and 
appealing implementing of God's way in our lives3 - not least in our 
marriages and in our churches. 

Christian marriages can be a shining example to the world of how a man 
and a woman can live together, complementing each other - and also in a 
sense completing each other, in the way that two different jigsaw pieces 
are designed to come together to create a picture that does not exist when 
they are separate. For those of us who are married, have we appreciated 
what a witness our marriages can be to unbelievers as they witness 
something profoundly different about how it operates? As a community of 
churches, too, we need to demonstrate the workability and wisdom of an 
approach to gender that is vastly different from much of Western society. 
We must painstakingly ensure that whatever we do doesn't fall short of the 
first century modus operandi. But neither must we stray beyond it - for (as 
Jesus warned in Mk.7:13 on other topics) that would be another 
nullification, this time of the Word of God. 

References: 
(1) Gen.1:27 NASB; see also Mk.10:6-8 (2) See e.g. Gen.2:18-25; 1 Cor.11:8-
12; 1 Cor.14:33-35; 1 Tim.2:8-15 (2) e.g. 1 Pet.3:1-7 
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Personal Dilemmas 

Hooked on anxiety 

Ira Williamson, Trinidad, USA 

I usually enjoy fishing. However, during a recent trip, I managed to sink a 
barbed hook into my scalp while trying to cast the line into the lake. I'm 
sure that this wasn't the meaning of being 'fishers of men"!  Peter says, 
casting all your anxiety on Him.1 How often do we attempt this with similar 
results to my ill-fated cast; the worries lodged firmly in our head instead of 
being successfully cast away? 

Anxiety is a physiological response to apprehensive behaviour like 
worrying. However, being anxious also breaks the direct command of the 
Lord Jesus in His sermon on the mount when He said, "Do not be anxious."2 
Being direct, that means it is sin. The reason Jesus commands us not to be 
anxious is because He tells us to trust God's provision when we set right 
our priorities. "Life is more than food, and the body more than clothing."3 
Both life and body are gifts from God. He knows what we need and He 
wants to provide for us. We just have trouble trusting this. It seems easier 
to trust God for eternity than to trust Him for today. Perhaps it's because 
we recognize that eternity is outside our control, but today is somehow 
our responsibility. Compare the significance of the worrisome thought that 
fills your mind with the magnitude of the price paid to secure your 
eternity. The NLT puts it this way in Rom.8:32: Since he did not spare even 
his own Son but gave him up for us all, won't he also give us everything else? 

Let's change the apprehensive behaviours, like worrying, by exchanging 
anxiety for peace through the process of prayer. Be anxious for nothing, but 
in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus,4 and 
casting all our cares on Him5 and leaving them there. Why? Because He 
cares for us! To hold onto our worries is to trust our own ways more than 
His. 

 

Trust in the LORD with all your heart  

And do not lean on your own understanding.  

In all your ways acknowledge Him,  

And He will make your paths straight.6 

Many learned these words as children; all of us need to practise them as 
adults.  
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Now may the Lord of peace Himself continually grant you peace in every 
circumstance. The Lord be with you all.7 

References: 
(1) 1 Pet.5:7 (2) Matt.6:31 ESV (3) Lk.12:23 (4) Phil.4:6-7 (5) 1 Pet.5:7 
NKJV (6) Prov.3:5-6 (7) 2 Thess.3:16 
Quotations from the NASB, unless otherwise stated. 
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Mission 

Promises to learn by 

Michael James Magallanes, Tagum, Philippines 

The objective of education is the development of an individual in all 
aspects of life. The knowledge that is achieved through education helps 
develop a lot of opportunities for advancement. The future rests on the 
young generation. In Jer.29:11 God speaks a message which would in due 
course become most meaningful for the youth among them, "I know the 
plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future." What was promised through 
Jeremiah would be fulfilled when God's people returned to rebuild the 
temple, but the principle contained in God's promise is applicable more 
broadly, even to me! The future belongs to God and it is He who gives us 
life and hope and opens up every opportunity for us. 

I remember when still in my college years, during times of struggle, I 
always thought of the above verse as an inspiration. After years, I believe 
God's promise to me is already becoming a reality. In 2016, I graduated 
with the degree of Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering from a local 
college institution. I am able to testify to other brothers and sisters about 
how bountiful the grace of God is. I would never have achieved this without 
it being God's will. I have experienced the very thing God promised in 
Heb.13:5, Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with 
what you have, because God has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I 
forsake you." 

The country in which I live is beginning to become competitive across all 
industries. The demand for excellence has increased. Due to rapid 
advancement in technology, employers are seeking highly skilled people, 
making a college degree necessary. Parents and guardians are investing in 
education because a diploma is required by almost all companies here in 
the Philippines. 

For families with big businesses, sending children to school is easy; but the 
problem is noticeable in families with little income. Wage-earners with 
minimum rate income can hardly send their own children to school - some 
can only manage to send their children to primary or secondary level. Most 
of the time, companies hold such employees for a short period of time only. 

The Churches of God in the Philippines, established now since 2004, have 
extended their charity work by committing to the giving of educational 
support to faithful church families. They have never failed to help those 
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families by subsidizing their budget for educational assistance. This is a big 
work, and it has become God's tool in opening closed doors for our 
brothers and sisters in the Lord. The work of God here in the Philippines is 
currently helping over two hundred students, 10% of which are at college 
level. It provides enough to pay tuition expenses and other school 
enrolment requirements. I give God thanks that I am blessed to be one of 
the students who have graduated from college with the help of the 
Churches of God in the Philippines. They supported me with educational 
assistance and, of course, I am a regular attendee of my local Church of God 
services. 

The work of the Churches of God in the Philippines shows compassion for 
others. This comes from God above. Every good and perfect gift is from 
above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights.1 We should not 
forget to do well and to share with others because God has commanded us 
to love. In this way, we carry each one's burden and are able to fulfil the 
perfect law of Christ.2 

Lastly as an encouragement to all, may I say that we students should not 
boast about our knowledge, but instead use it as an instrument in 
proclaiming God's message. There is a wonderful verse in Prov.3:5-6: 

"Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways submit to Him, and He will make your paths 
straight. Amen! 

References: (1) Jas.1:17 (2) Gal.6:2 NIV 
  



                       2017/18 -   114 

From the Editors' Desk  

Issue 1- 2018 

 
This is our usual greeting to friends at the beginning of a new year, and we 
mean it. We can hardly expect that every experience we have in future will 
make us happy in the short term, but the promise of God is that we know 
that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who 
are called according to his purpose.1 The purposes of God are revealed in 
scripture, and it is the purpose of this magazine to expound them. For this 
reason the articles planned for this year's magazines cover a wide range of 
issues, covering the core teaching about churches of God, and also 
considering practical lessons for individual Christians today in diverse 
cultural settings. This 'spreading abroad' has its practical aspects too. of 
course. The Bible says, So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to 
everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.2 Thus 
churches of God have been able to help with food and shelter for those who 
have been hit by natural disasters. 
 
We do recognise that, for a Christian, faith and works ought to be 
inextricably mingled. James wrote, If a brother or sister is poorly clothed 
and lacking in daily food, and one of you says to them, "Go in peace, be 
warmed and filled," without giving them the things needed for the body, what 
good is that? So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead3. This 
does not mean, of course, that good works are a substitute for faith, but 
that they should be an evidence of it. 
 
We have received some thought-provoking feedback on the short article in 
our last issue: 'Hooked on Anxiety'. Our article was dealing with an all-too-
common spiritual weakness experienced by many, and provided helpful 
guidance. However, in a Christ-like way we must also sympathise with 
those whose medical condition is one of the recognised Anxiety Disorders. 
To address the special needs of such sufferers would require a much longer 
article. They would no doubt love to be freed completely of their symptoms 
by the good and positive approach commended in the article, but find 
themselves unable to do so. Such constraints are sympathetically 
understood by the Lord Jesus who said: "Do not be anxious".4 
Happy New Year again, 

Peter 
References: (1) Rom.8:28 (2) Gal.6:10 (3) Jas.2:15-17 (4) Matt.6:34 ESV 
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The Secrets of the Heart 

Gilbert Grierson, Knocknacloy, N. Ireland 

Technological advances in medical equipment have resulted in being able 
to scan in great detail, most parts of the human body, so that physical 
problems can be diagnosed and then treated. But no-one can look into the 
heart, in the sense in which the Bible uses it, and examine its secrets! No-
one except God, that is! The Psalm says that God knows the secrets of the 
heart.1 
 
One day, sitting opposite the offering box in the Jerusalem temple,2 the 
Lord Jesus - the Son of God -observed a poor widow woman putting in two 
small copper coins. She must have loved God with all her heart, for the 
Lord Jesus knew that she had put into the collection all that she had, 
leaving nothing to live on! (How does my giving compare with that?) 
Others might negatively compare her gift with the big amounts that the 
wealthy were giving, but not Jesus. What love our Lord saw in that poor 
woman's heart - and what faith! 
 
On another occasion in Bethany,3 Mary sat at the Lord's feet and listened to 
His teaching. She had a thirsty heart, and had weighed up the best way to 
occupy her time: not with chores, but in communion with her Lord. He 
knew her motive was not to avoid doing housework, nor to overburden her 
sister Martha, but rather to learn from Him. The Lord has always had 
people like Mary who love Him; whose hearts are drawn to Him; who have 
chosen the good portion; and He deeply appreciates and rewards their 
devotion. 
 
Long before Christiaan Barnard (the first surgeon to perform a heart 
transplant operation in 1967), God was able to give a change of heart to 
those who come to Him in repentance and faith; yes, a new heart! The Lord 
Jesus described some Pharisees and scribes who came to Him as 
'hypocrites'. He quoted to them the prophecy of Isaiah: "This people honors 
me with their lips, but their heart is far from me; in vain do they worship me, 
teaching as doctrines the commandments of men."4 
 
Whatever the particular nature of our sin, only a spiritual birth from above 
can provide us with the new heart we so badly need. Jesus also knows 
when there is a wrestling match going on inside the heart. One day a man 
came to Jesus asking how to receive eternal life.5 Jesus knew that he was a 
genuine seeker, but also that he was very rich. Mark records that Jesus, 
looking at him, loved him. He wanted to set him free, for Jesus, knowing his 
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heart, knew that he was a prisoner to his riches. Jesus instructed him to sell 
everything he owned, give to the poor and become His follower. The pull of 
his riches proved too strong for him. Satan won the wrestling match in his 
heart and kept his prisoner. We will meet many crossroads in life where 
the Devil will bargain with us to turn us from the right path. 
 
Sometimes as Christians we struggle, suffer failure, give in to temptation, 
take the wrong path and experience sorrow because of our sins. We long 
for restoration, renewal and revival in our hearts. That's what Peter must 
have felt like as he lived with the consequences of his denial of the Lord. 
But the Lord knew that he had a broken heart, that he was repentant and, 
on the beach in Galilee, assured him that he was both forgiven and restored 
to service.6 The words of God, spoken again through Isaiah, could well have 
applied to Peter: "I dwell in the high and holy place, and also with him who is 
of a contrite and lowly spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly, and to revive the 
heart of the contrite."7 

 
If you feel that in some measure you, too, have let your Lord down, take 
God's words and apply them to yourself. He has revealed to us that He has 
a merciful heart. We thank God for that and for Jesus our Lord whose heart 
was broken on the cross8 for our sakes. 
 

'Search me, O God, and know my heart today; 
Try me, O Saviour, know my thoughts, I pray; 
See if there be some wicked way in me: 
Cleanse me from every sin, and set me free.'9 

 
References: (1) Ps. 44:21 (2) Mk.12:41-44 (3) Lk.10:38-42 (4) Matt.15:8-9 
(5) Mk.10:17-22 (6) Jn 21:15-19 (7) Isa.57:15b (8) see Ps.69.20 (9) E.J. Orr, 
Gospel Songs 213 
Bible quotations from the ESV. 
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At the Core 

- Learning that lives 

James Needham, Birmingham, England 

On the morning of the day of Pentecost, 50 days after the Lord Jesus had 
risen from the dead, the unveiling of God's purposes for the present age 
advanced in mighty power. Sin and death had been vanquished on the 
cross outside Jerusalem, and now within its walls the first bright rays of the 
day of grace shone with unbridled glory as the Holy Spirit descended from 
heaven to clothe the disciples with power from on high.1 
 
On that day alone, three thousand people were joined with the 120 who 
had been waiting in Jerusalem in response to their Lord's command. By 
salvation, baptism and addition,2 they became fellows, not of an inert 
society, but a vibrant community whose purpose was, in their worship and 
their walk, to proclaim the excellencies of him who called [them] out of 
darkness into his marvelous light.3 Their addition to this community was 
just the beginning of a life of discipleship, in which God would disclose to 
them the fullness of His nature and the richness of the purposes conceived 
in His mind. So, from that day onwards, as a vital part of their development 
as followers of Christ, they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching.4 

 

Its origin 
This reference to the apostles' teaching describes the whole body of 
doctrine which was delivered to the first Christians by the apostles and, 
although it bears their name, it came from a source which was far higher 
than they. This is attested by Peter, years after that first gospel address, as 
he told those united with him by faith that no prophecy was ever produced 
by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the 
Holy Spirit.5 
 
Even the teaching of the Lord Jesus Himself, which He delivered with 
unparalleled authority, had its origin in God the Father. Coming to the 
Temple during the feast of John 7, He answered those who were amazed at 
Him, my teaching is not mine, but his who sent me.6 As the Father 
commanded Him, so He spoke in the power of the Spirit.7 This continued 
during the forty days which followed the resurrection, as He equipped the 
apostles for their task with lessons about the kingdom of God. So all that 
the Lord had passed to them through the Holy Spirit, they were now to 
pass to others as the Spirit guided their understanding, for this was the 
ultimate purpose of His final commandment before returning to heaven: 
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make disciples of all nations...teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you.8 

 

What then, about Paul, who was not among the 120 people who were 
empowered by the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost? Well, he too 
received his instruction from God.9 Despite his education in the 
Scriptures,10 Paul made no pretence that his teaching was the product of 
his own mind: I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I 
received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.11 So whether it was taught by 
'the Eleven' or imparted by those called to apostleship much later, this 
teaching came from God Himself, delivered to the apostles by the Lord 
through the Holy Spirit, that they might establish its place at the heart of 
the community God had made for Himself on earth. Though it bore their 
name, this was always the teaching of Christ.12 declared by the Spirit to the 
churches,13 and acknowledged in the world as the teaching of the Lord.14 

 
Its certainty 
Since this teaching has been delivered by the Lord through the work of the 
Holy Spirit, we can be sure it has been conveyed with accuracy, for God 
always watches over His word.15 By the time of Jude's letter, it had also 
been conveyed completely, as he appealed to those who had been called to 
contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints.16 As to 
fundamental principles, nothing could be added to it, and nothing taken 
away, for that which had been declared at first by the Lord, and...attested to 
us by those who heard17 was complete in every respect, and the 
responsibility of disciples of Christ was to contend earnestly for it. 
 
Those days were no different from today, as the sound doctrine of God 
came under assault from false teachers, and those who sought to 
undermine it by division.18 Today, as then, the teaching of men must be 
measured by the standard of that which has been delivered once for all by 
the Lord through the apostles. The Scriptures declare this is a trustworthy 
word,19 made sure in the purposes of God and able to withstand every 
assault. 
 
This certainty was reflected in the consistency with which the apostles 
taught it throughout the churches of God. Though they were spread across 
continents, the apostles' teaching was like a cast, designed to achieve the 
same result wherever it was applied. That is the meaning of Paul's words 
to the Romans, as he rejoiced that they had become obedient from the heart 
to the standard of teaching to which you were committed.20 'Standard' 
literally means a 'mould' into which the Roman disciples had been poured 
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that it might set the shape of their lives. What was true for them was true 
for Timothy, whom Paul encouraged in the pattern of the sound words.21 So 
whether the teaching was imparted to a congregation in Rome, or to an 
individual in his own service, the impression must be the same, for the 
pattern they were to imitate produces no other result. They were to learn 
my ways in Christ, as I teach them everywhere in every church22 - departure 
from them was departure from the teaching of the Lord Himself. 
 
Its purpose and effect 
Set against this background of the completeness and certainty of the 
teaching which God has prescribed for our day, it remains essential to 
recognise that this is a teaching which must be lived in the lives of 
disciples. Adherence is not achieved by amassing knowledge, nor by 
engaging in ritual performance - far from it! This is the blueprint for living 
in the image of Christ and the means by which disciples are led in an ever-
deepening understanding of God and His ways. It is by the apostles' 
teaching that the Holy Spirit makes known to us the secret and hidden 
wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our glory,23 and by it 
that God establishes the terms of His covenant relationship with a called-
out people sprinkled by blood for obedience to the book, as Israel once had 
been at Sinai.24 So this teaching is far from dusty head-knowledge - it is the 
unveiling of truths which have delighted the heart of God for eternity, that 
by them we might grow in our knowledge of Him and our appreciation of 
all His purposes for us in divine service.25 

 
That kind of teaching is transformative, for teaching which gleans from the 
mind and heart of God must have its effect in ours. It did for the Romans. 
Having been poured into its mould, they who once had been slaves of sin 
became slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification.26 It completely 
changed the character of their lives! Today, many would scoff at the 
simplicity and purity of living which Paul describes as the character of 
those who live out the apostles' teaching.27 And yet, by living in conformity 
with the sound doctrine, they are described by the Spirit as adorning the 
doctrine of God our Saviour. How wonderful that God should consider those 
who display the vitality of His teaching as adorning it with beauty! That's 
the purpose, of course: that this teaching should so affect our lives as to 
change us forever; to become more like the Master we serve and, by living 
in faithfulness to the word of Christ, so adorn the doctrine of God. 
 
References: 
(1) Lk.24:49 (2) Acts 2:41 (3) 1 Pet.2:9 (4) Acts 2:42 (5) 2 Pet.1:16,20-21 
(6) Jn 7:16 (7) Jn 12:49-50; Acts 1:2 (8) Matt.28:19-20 (9) 1 Cor.11:23;15:3 
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(10) Phil.3:5-6 (11) Gal.1:12 (12) 2 Jn 9 (13) c.f. Rev.2:7 (14) Acts 13:12 
(15) Jer.1:12 (16) Jude 1:3 (17) Heb. 2:3 (18) Rom.16:17-18 (19) Tit.1:9 
(20) Rom.6:17 (21) 2 Tim.1:13 (22) 1 Cor.4:17 (23)1 Cor.2:7 (24) 
Heb.9:19-20; 1 Pet.1:2 (25) Eph.3:14-19 (26) Rom.6:17-19 (27) Tit.2:1-10 
Bible quotations from the ESV. 
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A Good King of Judah 

- King Asa of Judah 

 
A seeker 

Richard Hutchinson, Vancouver, Canada 

 
Asa's life is summed up in 2 Chronicles 14:2 in that he did what was good 
and right in the eyes of the LORD, a ringing endorsement backed up by a 
tremendous legacy in Judah, reigning for 41 years, the majority of which 
were peaceful and prosperous for the people. Nonetheless, like all good 
people, even someone of whom it is recorded that his heart was wholly true 
all his days,1 there were failings in Asa's story and we can learn from his 
mistakes as well as from his triumphs.  His life really plays out in three acts 
over the course of 2 Chronicles 14 to 16 and the recurring theme is the 
importance of seeking God. 
 
Asa's reign begins with fifteen years of peace, which he rightly recognises 
is because "we have sought the LORD our God. We have sought him and he 
has given us peace on every side."2 Asa sought God in times of peace and 
when in crisis, facing a mammoth Ethiopian army, he sought God all the 
more: "Help us, O LORD our God, for we rely on you, and in your name we 
have come against this multitude."3 God defeated the Ethiopians so 
thoroughly that Asa's army pursued them back to their cities and 
plundered them. 
 
Returning in victory, God sent Asa a clear message through the prophet 
Azariah: "The LORD is with you, while you are with him. If you seek him, he 
will be found by you."4 Spurred on by this encouragement, Asa began to 
purge Judah of idols and restore the altar in the Temple. The people 
followed their king's example, entering into a solemn covenant to seek the 
LORD,...with all their heart and...soul.5 God was, of course, gloriously true to 
His word, so we read in verse 15 they...had sought him with their whole 
desire, and he was found by them. Restored to a divine relationship and 
covenant, the nation entered a 20-year period of peace and prosperity. 
 
Sadly, Asa's story doesn't finish on blessing and peace. When Israel's King 
Baasha pressed from the North, Asa paid the king of Syria to attack Israel 
and distract Baasha allowing Asa to dismantle the strategic city of Ramah. 
It was an understandable plan and it worked effectively, but God brought a 
sobering message to Asa this time: "Because you relied on the king of Syria, 
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and did not rely on the LORD your God, the army of the king of Syria has 
escaped you...You have done foolishly in this, for from now on you will have 
wars."6 
 
Asa's army had faced the Ethiopian army having sought God first, but when 
up against Baasha he had looked to his own resources - money, political 
alliances and his own wisdom. He still succeeded, but the long-term 
outcome was more war with Syria who had now established strongholds in 
Israel. If Asa had only sought God as he had done 20 years before, God 
would have delivered a far superior result, but he had been foolish.  Asa's 
response was uncharacteristic rage. He imprisoned the prophet God had 
spoken through and became a cruel king.7 His final six years as king were 
filled with war and his own health suffered - but still he would not look to 
God. What a difference from the first 35 years! Somehow Asa had lost sight 
of the source of his blessings. Perhaps decades of comfort had bred 
complacency which, when challenged, brought out an arrogant anger in 
him, but it is a sad end for a good king. 
 
Asa's life is a testimony to the blessings found in seeking God with the 
whole desire of our hearts. God brought such peace (Heb. shalom) to Judah 
through Asa's searching heart, decades of blessing and flourishing. 
However, we must recognise that when God blesses us, we must be careful 
not to lose sight of Him. In 2 Chronicles 16:9 Asa was told, "the eyes of the 
LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to give strong support to 
those whose heart is blameless [Heb. shalem: 'whole'] toward him." God is 
actively seeking the opportunity to bless those who are seeking Him. Let's 
not foolishly act on our own strength, but strive for a whole heart and 
God's full blessing. 
 
References: 
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Bible quotations from the ESV. 
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A Gentile Monarch 

- Pharaoh Necho 

David Viles, Hayes, England 

Quite why King Josiah - the last 'good king' of Judah - decided to block the 
progress of Pharaoh Necho's Egyptian army as it passed through his 
country has long been debated. The Pharaoh was hurrying to shore up his 
Assyrian allies on the Euphrates - they were struggling to contain the new 
great power on the block, resurgent Babylon. Necho's quarrel was not with 
Judah, and we are told merely that Josiah went against him.1 Furthermore, 
in an unusual case of God speaking through a Gentile monarch, the Pharaoh 
ordered Josiah out of his way because, "God commanded me to make haste. 
Refrain from meddling with God, who is with me, lest He destroy you." Josiah 
ignored Necho's demand, which the Chronicler confirms was 
nevertheless/rom the mouth of God.2 
 
Megiddo 
The place Josiah chose to take his stand was Megiddo - a good tactical 
choice near the Iyron Pass - but the decision proved disastrous, marking 
the beginning of the end for Judah. We are at 609BC, and the long 
dominance of the Assyrian empire in the near east was waning. Three 
years earlier, a Babylonian-led coalition had destroyed the Assyrian capital 
of Nineveh, as prophesied in graphic detail by Nahum and Zephaniah,3 and 
the geopolitical map was changing rapidly. Pharaoh Necho (610-595BC) 
was a king of the 26th Egyptian dynasty; as might be inferred from this 
figure, Egypt was by then a shadow of its former self, having been invaded 
by the Assyrians earlier in the century to become a vassal state to mighty 
Nineveh. However, under Pharaoh Necho there was a renaissance of 
Egyptian culture and influence. According to the Greek historian 
Herodotus, Necho created the first Egyptian navy and even began work on 
a project which bore fruit 2,500 years later in the Suez Canal. With his 
mainly mercenary army, he smashed through Judah's attempted roadblock, 
mortally wounding its king.4 
 
The battle of Megiddo only served to delay Necho's arrival to join the 
remnant of the Assyrian army. The clash which eventually resulted was 
one of the great turning points of biblical and near-eastern history. The 
climactic battle of Carchemish, in 605BC, is well-attested in secular sources 
including the clay tablet 'Babylonian Chronicles' in the British Museum, all 
of which confirm the accuracy of the biblical record of these events. It 
resulted in an overwhelming victory for the Babylonians under their 



                       2017/18 -   124 

dynamic young leader, Nebuchadnezzar II. From the divine perspective, it 
was "a day of vengeance...for the Lord GOD of hosts has a sacrifice in the 
north country by the River Euphrates."5 Jeremiah summed up the outcome 
pithily: 'Pharaoh, king of Egypt, is but a noise. He has passed by the 
appointed time!'6 
 
Disaster for Judah 
Shortly after the affair at Megiddo, Necho had made sure of his lines of 
communication to the south by annexing the weakened kingdom of Judah. 
Arriving in Jerusalem, he deposed Josiah's son Jehoahaz in favour of his 
brother whom he renamed Jehoiakim,7 incorporating the divine Name both 
to underline his political domination and to insult Judah's God. Thus, the 
throne of David and Solomon became a mere vassal of Egypt. To achieve 
his tactical aims, Necho sought to fortify Judah as a buffer between himself 
and the Babylonians; he therefore exacted a huge tribute from the people 
of Judah - in gold alone amounting to around $ 1.25m at today's prices.8 

The puppet king Jehoiakim was forced to tax his already impoverished 
people to the hilt to satisfy the insatiable demands of the Pharaoh,9 but this 
did not cause him to reflect or seek to emulate his godly father.10 Nor did 
his evil behaviour change after Pharaoh Necho retreated from Jerusalem 
later in 605 pursued by Nebuchadnezzar, to whom in turn Jehoiakim 
pledged his loyalty.11 
 
The divine plan 
After these events, Egypt largely disappears from the scene as a great 
power. The king of Egypt did not come out of his land anymore, for the king 
of Babylon had taken all that belonged to the king of Egypt from the Brook of 
Egypt to the River Euphrates.12 The 'head of gold' (Nebuchadnezzar) was 
now in temporary control under God, in accordance with whose declared 
purpose the stone cut out...without hands will ultimately reign in 
righteousness and glory.13 For Judah meanwhile, the end was very near. 
Because of the people's wanton forsaking of their God (and particularly the 
sins of Josiah's grandfather, Manasseh14), His wrath fell quickly upon them 
-four forms of destruction by a God who was weary of relenting, as 
described in a particularly purple passage by Jeremiah15 - until, as Jeremiah 
also prophesied, God in the coming days would "raise to David a Branch of 
righteousness."16 
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Praying... 

- The Word 

David Woods, Manchester, England 

 
I need to pray scripture. Why? Because my self-generated expressions of 
prayer are so often narcissistic, irreverent, misguided and faithless. If I am 
to live,1 and pray, that God may be glorified my prayers cannot just be 
about me and what I think is best for life; they must be about God, and 
what He says is best for this life.  God's Word is the source and basis of our 
new life in Christ.2 God's Word also sustains and shapes our faith, 
repeatedly showing us God's holy character and His perfect outworking of 
His eternal purposes in this world.3 That's why a craving for God's Word, 
satisfied by regular consumption through reading and meditation, is an 
indicator of true and genuine faith in God.4 And to employ God's Word in 
prayer makes perfect sense! 
 
While revealing the glory of God and His eternal purposes of grace, 
scripture at the same time reveals the wickedness of my intrinsic 
sinfulness when unsaved.5 Yes, by God's grace, through faith, I have been 
born again and my sins are forgiven, but the old nature remains and taints 
everything about me; sin pervades almost every thought and action.6 I 
must be careful that what I say is not motivated by sinful and selfish 
desires because God will not hear.7 

 
How, then, can I guard against praying selfish prayers that are all about me 
and my puny perspective of life's circumstances? The solution seems quite 
simple! I must: 
 

1. speak back to God what He has revealed about Himself and humanity, 
2. recount how God has dealt with His people in the past, and 
3. remind him of His repeated promises to His people. 

 
All of this is found in God's Word. So, I pray using scripture! That is to say, 
carefully applying statements found in the Bible to what I say, not just 
thoughtlessly repeating well-worn texts. 
 
I don't know of many Christians who say that prayer comes easily, or 
naturally. Is the prayer-struggle that so many of us experience due to the 
fact that we've, for too long, been praying according to our own ideas and 
methods? Have we been ignoring the power of employing God's Word as 
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we speak with Him?  I've discovered that when incorporating God's Word 
into my prayer life, God has taken me into a deeper relationship with Him. 
I'm learning that my relationship with God, and my growing understanding 
of His ways, is not dependent on my fluctuating affections, inconsistent 
intellect and commitment levels, but is instead founded on His 
unchangeable nature and eternal promises. This is transformative!8 
 
For many people Bible-time seems to be easier than prayer-time. If that's 
so, can I suggest something basic? Weave your prayer time into your focus-
time in God's Word. The two, of necessity, go hand in hand! As God speaks 
to us through His Word, we grapple with how it affects our lives and the 
situations we're concerned about. This is really the starting point of 
praying God's Word - seeing how what God reveals of Himself and His ways 
impacts the very circumstances of life we're facing right now. This simple 
method not only sustains prayer; it results in a greater understanding of 
God's Word. Of course, it means that we must give sufficient time to our 
reading-prayer exercise - and that requires planning. If we miss the 
planning, we'll miss the prayer. 
 
Grappling with God's Word, and speaking God's Word back to Him, is 
following in the footsteps of the great pray-ers of the Bible.  Take Daniel. 
His prayer, Daniel 9:1-19, flows from his reading of Jeremiah where the 
Lord spoke about the 70-years' extent of Judah's captivity in Babylon.9 
Daniel, a captive in Babylon, prays to understand how God's promises are 
going to be worked out, particularly since the prophesied 70-year period is 
almost complete! He's excited to pray about something so soon to be 
realised! 
 
Notice, also, how Daniel's prayer is full of his knowledge of the Law of 
Moses and the account of God's dealings with Israel since their exodus. 
Daniel's prayer is essentially an appeal to God that's based on what God 
has said about Himself, what God has said He will do for His people, and 
what God has already done for His people. It's praying scripture! 
 
Take Moses: when interceding on behalf of sinful Israel,10 Moses appeals to 
God to be faithful to His own revelation of Himself, and to His promises. 
Moses had encountered God through the burning bush,11 learning about 
God's great name12 and His purposes for Israel.13 That experience fuels 
Moses' prayer, and he also draws on what he knows about God's promises 
to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. His prayer is again essentially an appeal to 
God that's based on what God has revealed about Himself, what God has 
said He will do for His people, and what God has promised to do for His 
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people. It's praying scripture! 
 
Take the believers in Acts 4:23-31: in the face of growing persecution, the 
believers gather for a prayer session that literally shakes the building.  
Look at how, and what, they prayed. They speak to God about who He is, 
and then recount the words of David from Psalm 2. They see how Psalm 2 
applies to their recent history and their present experience, and they 
appeal to God to continue to work out His purposes according to His 
glorious will, despite the risk to themselves. The believers' prayer is once 
again essentially an appeal to God that's based on what God has revealed 
about Himself, what God has already done for His people, and what God 
has promised He will do for His people. It's praying scripture. 
 
The actual prayers of the Bible are a rich resource for us to tap into when 
we're struggling to know how and what to pray. In a sense, they make it 
easier for us to know what we should be saying to God! If we employ the 
themes and words of the Bible's prayers, we'll be guarded from the empty 
phrases the Lord criticised the Gentiles for in Matthew 6:7. To avoid such 
emptiness the Lord gave a model form of prayer that's so helpful - see 
Matthew 6:9-13. It begins with a statement of our understanding of who 
God is, and what He is doing, which results in worship. It continues with 
our desire to know and see God's kingdom purposes, followed by a stated 
commitment to be part of God's work in this world. It then moves into 
requests for the necessities of daily life, but quickly steps to requests that 
have to do with good relationships with God and with others. And there's 
the closing appeal to be kept from temptation and delivered from evil. The 
'Lord's Prayer' is a memorable guide when we're struggling with how to 
pray. 
 
But when it comes to the substance of prayer the Apostle Paul's prayers 
are particularly instructive. In his letters, the early gospel pioneer shares 
what and who he prays for, how he prays, when he prays, and why he 
prays. Even a brief study of his prayers will soon expose our own lack of 
'prayer etiquette,' and reveal that our often-repeated prayer focus points is 
not the stuff of Paul's prayers! 
 
Many church prayer gatherings can be consumed with prayers for those 
who are struggling with illness, those who are active in 'frontline' 
evangelism, and with local church outreach activities. We don't see that 
same prayer burden in Paul's life; not to the same degree, anyway. 
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Paul's focus is more: 
• the spiritual maturation of disciples, that they might know more 

deeply the riches of the grace and glory of God, and be consumed by 
God's sovereign greatness and desire to partner with Him in His 
kingdom purposes in the world and thereby bear fruit for God's 
glory.14 

• that there would be unity of purpose and practice, and that individual 
gospel transformation will result in harmonious and effective church 
testimony, and that the believers would know joy and strength in 
their believing.15 

• that doors will be opened to facilitate the spread of the word of God, 
and that the sharing of the gospel will be effective, and that the 
resolve of believers to work for God will be realised.16 

 
Be honest with yourself before God - are your personal prayer burdens 
similar to Paul's? Is the prayer gathering of your local church characterised 
by such prayer focus? 
 
Pray using scripture. It's the word of truth.17 It will shape our prayers and 
transform our lives as we speak it back to God. And be encouraged to 
persist, because The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is 
working.17 
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The Messianic Line 

Jacob and Leah 

- Second best? 

Stephen McCabe, Belfast, N. Ireland 

 
Paul speaks of his own nation of Israel as those from whom is the Christ 
according to the flesh.1 And within the people of Israel there was a unique 
strand through which Messiah would come - a line that flows through 
Scripture, sometimes in the most unexpected of ways. Here, it appears to 
hang by a thread due to external threat; there, God uses those who, from a 
human perspective, might appear to be 'sub-optimal' (an early example is 
seen in Jacob and Leah). But God's ways are not our ways2 and His 
purposes are irresistible - viewing the canvas of God's purpose, we stand in 
wonder at what He has done through those from whom Christ came 
according to the flesh. From the moment that the triumphant seed of the 
woman was promised,3 it was certain that, when the fullness of time would 
come, God would send forth His Son, born of a woman.4 

 
Jacob: Isaac's second, God's first 
Esau, Isaac's firstborn, was born with his younger brother grabbing hold of 
his heel. This was Jacob - 'one who supplants'. Genesis records that Jacob 
was a 'plain' or 'peaceful' man, living in tents.5 In contrast, Esau was a 
hardy outdoors hunter - and won the love of his father Isaac as a result 
(because of Isaac's taste for game).6 It is clear that Jacob was not his 
father's favourite, but read what God says: 'I have loved Jacob; but I have 
hated Esau.’7 In a callous act, Esau sold his birthright to Jacob for a simple 
bowl of stew.8 Thus, the usurper took the place of his older brother in 
inheriting God's promise to Abraham ("in you all the families of the earth 
will be blessed"9) and Esau despised his birthright.10 Jacob's actions may be 
questionable here, but what is clear is that he understood what was of true 
and surpassing value (the promise of God), and he pursued it. He had a 
heart that was committed to God.11  Though second born, and second in his 
father's heart, he was chosen by God to inherit the promise, and was part of 
that line from whom is Christ according to the flesh.1 

 
Leah: Jacob's second, God's first 
Jacob married Leah - not by his own design, but because he thought she 
was her sister Rachel, due to their father Laban's deceit.12 The story says, 
Leah's eyes were weak, but Rachel was beautiful of form and face)13 Such 
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was Jacob's love for Rachel that he served Laban for another seven years so 
that he would be able to many her - for he loved Rachel more than Leah)14 
In all of this, how must Leah have felt? Overshadowed again by her 
beautiful sister? Rejected by her husband? Our hearts ache for Leah - 
second best in Jacob's eyes, and perhaps in her own eyes too. But Leah was 
going to discover something very precious -the LORD saw that Leah was 
unloved, and He opened her womb.15 

 
Now see her progressive response: her firstborn was Reuben. Leah said, 
"Surely now my husband will love me." Her second son was Simeon. Leah 
said, "...the LORD has heard that I am unloved, He has therefore given me this 
son also." Her third son was Levi. She responded, "this time my husband will 
become attached to me." Her hurt, and her desire to be loved and accepted 
by Jacob are stark. 
 
Then her fourth son was born, and she simply said, "This time I will praise 
the LORD". This son was named Judah ('let Him be praised'). What had she 
learned? Perhaps Leah finally understood that, though second in Jacob's 
heart, she was loved by God. And how delightful to us, looking back, that 
this fourth child born to Leah, when she declared God's praise, was the one 
in whom the Messianic line continued. 
 
Do Jacob and Leah have lessons for us? Let's be encouraged by the 
irresistible nature of God's purposes, and that, in their working out, He can 
and does use those who may be seen by others (or even by themselves) as 
'second best'. May we respond to Him with hearts like Jacob's and Leah's, 
pursuing His promises and declaring His praise. 
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Women Working for God 

- Lois and Eunice 

Raising the next generation 

David & Ruth Webster, Liverpool, England 

 
Just imagine a 'men only' church! It's difficult to envisage. It would not 
work and neither is it meant to! We should never underestimate the 
influence that a Christian woman has on children and young people. This 
could be a mum with her own children or someone in the church 
environment.  Children learn by example! Mothers and women have as 
much, if not more, opportunity to show what is important to them. The 
next generation will default into current worldly thinking and what an 
absolute privilege for a 'mother' to lovingly counterbalance these outside 
influences. So how does she do this? 
 
Show them what is important to her 
We cannot transfer to the next generation what we do not have ourselves. 
Being a good example means living the Christian life.  As Christians we are 
meant to be different.1 A mum at home or a sister in the church could 
wisely point out that what the TV or social media promotes and what 
school or college friends believe, may not be God's way. Principles can be 
taught formally by a speaker at a church meeting, but most certainly have 
to be lived out! Children and young people can easily spot a flaw -whether 
what mum does at home, or whether the youth leader's life, really matches 
up to what they say. 
 
Meeting together as a church should be a significant part of our week. Are 
church meetings on the family's mental calendar? It takes preparation to 
get to these events and that provides an obvious opportunity for mums 
(and grandmas too) to put it high on the family 'to do' list. Giving this 
priority and letting her children see that it really matters to her is as 
important as getting them to school on time or getting herself off to work. 
Children in our homes and young people in our churches will very quickly 
pick up our indifference if we can't be bothered. We cannot be a good 
example if the Lord's things have less priority than family entertainment! 
 
Read and pray with them 
We know that Timothy's mother and grandmother (Eunice and Lois) read 
the Scriptures to him as he was growing up, because Paul reminded 
Timothy that from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are 
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able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.2 Do your 
young children go to bed listening to Bible stories? Do you provide a Bible 
reading plan for your young people? And let's make a point of praying 
personally for our children and the young people in our churches, and how 
about encouraging women's prayer groups? 
 
Teach them to think about other people 
Our world is teaching our young people to look after and to think about 
themselves. We have to show them God's way. Include children or the 
youth in the church when you are looking after others. Take them with you 
when you are visiting a lonely person, or making a meal for someone who 
needs it. Teach them to choose kindness and to make time for others. 
 
Provide opportunities 
There is a Christian event coming up. Mums can organise the home so that 
the family or the children can get to it. It is important that your children get 
together with other Christian families. And what about making sure the 
young people in the church get to events too? Will you make room for them 
in the planning? 
 
The next generation 
To a large extent all that's involved in 'fellowship' has to be taught and 
observed. Mums/sisters you are a role model! The Lord Jesus left us His 
example of caring for one another in Jn 13 with the emphasis on the doing. 
The church in Rome benefited from the faithful service of the women 'in 
the Lord'. Phoebe was a great help,3 Priscilla risked her life,4 Mary worked 
very hard5 as did Tryphena, Tryphosa and Persis,6 one unnamed woman 
was a 'mother' to Paul.7 And, along with these faithful women in a church 
setting, and Eunice and Lois in a family setting, women in churches of God 
today can have a similar positive role in ensuring the next generation of 
young people are encouraged in their devotion and commitment to the 
Lord Jesus. 
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Respectable sins? 

- Unthankfulness 

Giles Hickling, Manchester, England 

We read in Luke 17:11-18 of the time when Jesus healed ten lepers. They 
were in a tragic state before their encounter with Jesus - their bodies 
would have been ravaged and mutilated by the awful disease of leprosy, 
and they would have been cast out of their community. Even their friends 
and family would have had to cut themselves off from them.  But clearly 
these ten had heard about the healing power of this Jesus, and cried out to 
Him in their desperation. Faith was rewarded, and Jesus had mercy on 
them and healed them completely. 
 
Imagine how they felt! They would have been overjoyed that they were 
free of this burden that had consumed them; they were free to live their 
lives once more, see their families, hold close those whom they loved. No 
doubt most of them headed straight for their homes to celebrate. 
 
Perhaps then, in this light, it is easier for us to sympathise with the nine 
who did not return to thank the person who had given them their lives 
back. Were they so overcome with joy that they did not stop to think about 
the kindness and compassion they had been shown?  Perhaps we can see 
ourselves in this Bible passage. If we, for a moment, take stock of the good 
things in our lives, we realise that we are richly and abundantly blessed by 
our gracious God. But how often do we acknowledge God's hand in these 
things? Perhaps we are quick to pray when we are in need, but slow to 
come back to Him to thank Him when our needs are met. Even when God 
grants us the seemingly impossible, we can all too easily come to Him with 
our next request without stopping to realise how much He's already done 
for us. 
 

There are some sins that we judge to be very serious and agree 
that they are worthy of punishment - or at the very least require 
repentance and a change of behaviour. There are other attitudes 
that some may see as more minor character flaws. 
But, more to the point, how does God view them? 
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The first step to rectifying this spirit of unthankfulness is to realise just 
how blessed we are. We read in Jas.1:17 that every good and perfect gift is 
from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights. With this in 
mind, we should have plenty to thank God for! Those of us in the western 
world can tend to be utterly focused on what we do not have. The world 
around us wants to press us into its mould of striving for the next material 
goal; the next step on the career ladder; the car that for now is out of reach; 
that relationship which we are convinced is the missing piece of our 
happiness. This 'acquisition mania' has led us to a situation where, if we're 
not on our guard, we are constantly looking to upgrade every aspect of our 
lives.  But if we are to live as God intends, we need to realise that what we 
already have far exceeds anything we could hope to obtain in this life 
through our own efforts. 
 
Ridiculous as it sounds, can we be guilty of taking our eternal destination 
and hope for granted? If we have accepted Jesus, we have before us an 
eternity of bliss, living in a new, perfect world with the Almighty God who 
loves us more than we can imagine - to the extent that He gave His one and 
only Son up to death for our sakes. This is a blessing which we cannot fully 
express or even grasp, and many of us reverently come before God weekly 
to give thanks and praise for it. But if that feeling of gratitude is with us 
only for as long as the Remembrance service on a Sunday, then we are 
missing out on a life filled with gratitude and joy - joy that can only come 
from the knowledge that our God loves us to such an extent. Our attitude, 
and gratitude, of heart in the Remembrance should be consistent with our 
life for the rest of the week. 
 
1 Thess.5:16-18 exhorts us to Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks 
in all circumstances; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. This includes 
a mindfulness of the gifts God has given to us, which we have already 
considered. But more than that, it says we are to give thanks in all 
circumstances. It's one thing to be thankful to God in the good times, when 
the blessings are obvious to us. But this verse tells us that we should strive 
to glean God's goodness even when times are hard, when God perhaps isn't 
giving us what we want (in our short-sightedness). How do we do this? 
 
In these times when we are feeling less than thankful to God, it is critical 
for us to remember that our God is much, much bigger than our current 
situation. Throughout history, we humans have forgotten this simple fact 
in times of trial, but it holds true nonetheless. We read in Exodus of many 
instances where the Israelites grumbled against God and His servants. 
They compared what they had left behind with what they were 
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experiencing in the moment, but gave no thought to the promises that God 
had made to them about their future. They had witnessed their God part 
the seas, and provide them with manna in the barren desert, but they did 
not have faith that the same God would bring them to the place He had 
promised them. 
 
One of our hymns reminds us that 'our times are in [His] hand'.1 In times of 
difficulty, we worry so much that we can lose sight completely of the bigger 
picture - and indeed of our infinite God. But often, it is when we come out 
on the other side of these difficulties that we realise God's closeness to us 
more keenly than ever before. If we remember God's 'track record' - His 
goodness to His people throughout history - and apply the far-sighted eye 
of faith in our difficulties, we will find that we can be thankful to God even 
in the most unlikely circumstances. 
 
What practical ways are there by which we can train ourselves to have this 
mind-set of continual gratitude?  In private prayer, we can sometimes find 
that our prayers are dominated by our own desires, maybe more than 
when we pray in a church setting. One good practice we can adopt to avoid 
this is to give thanks to God before we present Him with our requests. The 
NLT version of the Bible renders Matt.6:33 as follows: "Seek the Kingdom of 
God above all else, and live righteously, and he will give you everything you 
need." So even when our desires seem good and proper, and we are 
anxious to bring them to God, He will bless us if we bring our thanksgiving 
and praise first, seeking to honour Him above our own needs. In fact, how 
often do we come to God with the sole intention of giving thanks, without 
any requests at all? 
 
What about our church prayer times? We have considered the 
Remembrance service, and this is without doubt our primary opportunity 
to prepare and offer a thanksgiving to God. Consequently, this should 
occupy our minds in the week as well as on Sundays. As we walk with God, 
and as we read His Word daily, we should be looking to more fully 
appreciate God's goodness to us through the gift of His Son. If we are 
consistent in doing this, we will day-by-day come to a fuller appreciation of 
who God is and what He's done for us, and this will overflow into gratitude 
and adoration in the Remembrance service (audibly or inaudibly). 
 
In our prayer meetings, do we look for answered prayers? Often, our 
prayer boards are filled with names of people whom we care about, or 
causes which are important to us and to God; do we revisit these in the 
coming weeks to see how God has answered? This process can help us to 
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realise the goodness of God in our lives and our communities, and we can 
give a response of gratitude accordingly. 
 
Col.3:17 tells us to do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through him. In the good times and the bad, we are not to 
neglect to come to God and acknowledge His goodness to us. Rather, we 
should remember His love for us in all circumstances, as well as His ability 
to work out His will in our lives, and we should express our thanks to Him 
through it all. 
 
Reference: (1) William F. Lloyd, PHSS 170 
Bible quotations from the NIV. 
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Vive la difference? 

Geoff Hydon, Mount Forest, Canada 

We are living in a world that is suffering from identity problems. At the 
individual level, some put forward gender identity as purely an expression 
of the mind, without reference to the body. In Canada, a legal action has 
been started with the objective of requiring provision of new birth 
certificates of neither male nor female gender identity, for those wanting to 
describe themselves by their own preference. It has been reasonably 
questioned, however, if ignoring physical attributes and absolutes is 
warranted; if I identify myself as, let's say, an orange, how could everyone 
practically accept that identity choice? Likewise, if I were to say as a 
twenty-year-old that I identify as a seventy-year-old, should that entitle me 
immediately to a state pension? The recent move supposedly to 'liberate' 
people to choose their own individual identity without reference to 
physical realities may eventually fall over its own precipice.1 But we should 
not be surprised that people seek to unite with those who are like-minded, 
to strengthen their position, however extreme. 
 
We are also witnessing national identity endeavours. As well as 
economics, immigration control is now often a major factor, and one with a 
clear bearing on national identity. Scotland having rejected independence, 
the UK then contrariwise voted in favour of 'Brexit, which is creating 
perplexing border problems. 
 
Violence to secure or preserve national identity was forecast.2 And there is 
no shortage of claimants for independence; people uniting in their 
perceived differences from their neighbours, like separating apples and 
oranges! Europe is obviously fearful of multiplying situations as a result of 
growing desires for national independency. Spain's attitude to declared 
secession by Catalonia is an obvious case in point; and the issue is not 
confined to Europe. Africa faces constant challenges across and within 
borders, often tribal-related; China represses internal differences; the 
Middle East suffers competing claims for territorial control, epitomised by 
the Palestinian question. 
 
Another recent example is the people of the autonomous province of 
Kurdistan in Iraq, who voted strongly in favour of seeking independence. 
They reference their undeniable cultural and historical identity, their 
language differences and - significantly - their needed self-sufficiency in 
defending against violent attacks (most recently from the so-called Islamic 
State, or IS, terrorists). However, the central government in Iraq sees it 
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differently: the Kurdish move is viewed as an attempted grab of national oil 
resources and a breach of constitutional requirements in a country whose 
unity is already subject to serious divisions on religious differences. In 
some respects, the geographic division of the Kurds is not so dissimilar to 
the experience of Poles after invasions at the end of the 18th century. 
Borders evidence independence. 
 
So such identity problems are neither new nor geographically confined. 
One wonders, then, at the diplomatic skill and inhuman ferocity that will 
typify the world ruler whom the Bible predicts will emerge to bring all 
independence to heel!3 The reader of the Bible will also see examples of 
identity issues in the historical passages of the Old Testament. Spoken 
language was fatally decisive in Jdgs.12. Territorial conquests to acquire 
national resources are typified in the pillaging of Jerusalem.4 But of 
perhaps deeper interest and relevance is the clear instruction from God 
regarding Israel maintaining its distinct national identity, achieved through 
individual adherence. This is emphasised in passages such as Deut.7 and 
Ezra 9. And within the territory of Israel, boundaries between tribes were 
clearly established, and even boundaries between neighbours had to be 
carefully respected.5 Landmarks were sacrosanct, and must not be moved.6 
But eternal purposes were in view.7 

 
God placed enormous importance on His people knowing and preserving 
the identity that He gave them. No mixing of apples and oranges! They 
were depicted nationally as His fig tree, bearing fruit that identified its 
source.8 This concept of the divine mind being expressed in national 
identity remains important to Christians. Israel's historic geographical 
borders are a picture of a spiritual reality today, because God now speaks 
of a spiritual 'holy nation',9 indicating He still sees boundaries and a 
'national' (though no longer geographical) identity; and so should we. 
While Christians may be clear on the matter of individual gender identity 
they may well need help in discovering again the New Testament's 
landmarks for the holy nation. Which is partly why this magazine, which is 
committed to such teaching, was called Needed Truth! 
 
References: 
(1) cf. 2 Tim.3:1-9 (2) see Matt.24:6-8 (3) see 2Thess.2:1-12 (4) e.g. 2 
Chron.12; 2 Kgs.14,25 (5) Josh.13-19; Deut.19:14 (6) Prov.22:28 (7) see 
Rom.9:4-5 (8) see Jas.3:12; Mk.13:28-31; Lk.13:6-9 (9) 1 Pet.2:9 
 
 



                       2017/18 -   140 

Personal Story 

- Living by faith 

Ian Daley, Kingston, Jamaica 

August 9 to 13 was the date set for the 4th staging of Gospel Defenders 
Youth Camp in Jamaica. As was customary, we started the countdown and 
the prayers that all would go well. My wife and I have been in youth 
ministry for many years and have a deep sense of commitment to this 
work. I submitted my request for leave in January and was confident that 
by now everyone at my office knew this was an annual thing for me since it 
is something that I speak openly about. 
 
I was offered a new position at work which I assumed in May. With that 
came a new boss who told me categorically that I could not take the three 
days of leave. I explained that I have a commitment as a camp leader and 
had to go; still I was denied. I was as unrelenting, insisting that I had to go.  
My wife and I agreed to persevere in prayer and she suggested that I again 
go back to my boss. I insisted that God would take care of it Himself. 
However, I was led to again negotiate my case, but still without success. It 
was clear in my mind that with or without approval, I was going to camp. 
In my mind and heart, I knew and believed that God would provide either 
way because He called us to this ministry. I was absolutely sure that His 
will was for me to be at camp so the ball was in His court and my job was in 
His hands. 
 
We continued to pray and requested others to pray. We had to exercise 
faith in our God and He came through. I was granted leave for two days. I 
accepted that and was at camp by the evening of the first day. The devil had 
lost his battle and I was thankful for the outcome. The fact is that I was 
prepared to walk away from the job and, of course, to many that sounded 
crazy, but the reality is that God is our Provider; not the job. I may not be 
strong enough to meet every challenge, but am thankful that God has met 
my need (Rom.8:37). 
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Faith 

Trevor Shaw, Brantford, Canada 

  
'Dare to be a Daniel;  
Dare to stand alone!'1 

 
Have we stopped to think about the very real implications of making 
Daniel-like decisions of faith in our lives?  In Dan.6, Daniel learns of King 
Darius' law forbidding worship of anyone but Darius himself, under 
penalty of being cast to the lions.2 Nobody thrown into the lions' den is 
meant to emerge unscathed. What would be our honest expectation of 
Daniel? Put his usual routine on hold for those 30 days? Continue in 
relative secrecy? Daniel was convicted not to alter his daily communion 
with God, despite the danger. 
 
He had been in the cross-hairs of Babylonian deceit, trickery and 
godlessness before. God had been glorified through Daniel's testimony and 
Daniel rewarded, growing in favour with earthly kings by remaining loyal 
and faithful to his heavenly King. However, deliverance and reward 
weren't to be assumed; every new circumstance was to be approached 
with the attitude of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego when they were 
faced with the prospect of the fiery furnace: "our God whom we serve is 
able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire; and He will deliver us out 
of your hand, O king. But even if He does not, let it be known to you, O 
king..."3 Surely there can be few more powerful statements that display the 
true nature of faith! Daniel had no assurance of emerging from the den of 
lions alive, let alone unscathed, yet he too knew that God was able to 
deliver - but may not. Regardless, the testimony of Daniel's faith would 
result in God's glory, whether in death - which would glorify God because 
of his unwavering commitment to his heavenly King - or in deliverance 
where his earthly king would be in awe of the miracle of the one true God 
of Heaven. 
 
So do we dare to be a Daniel? Will we be 'Daniel-strong' for our God? 
 
References: (1) PP Bliss, PHSS 387 (2) Dan.6:7 (3) Dan.3:17-18 NASB 
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Mission 

- Piles of stones don't make a house 

Brian Johnston, Leigh, England 

Ten years ago, Paul Maremero was listening to the Search For Truth (SFT) 
radio broadcasts produced by the Churches of God as he was completing 
his theological seminary course. Local preachers in and around Harare in 
Zimbabwe base their preaching content on so-called 'words of knowledge' 
conveyed as though they are revelatory prophetic utterances, often 
bypassing the Bible entirely. For the past 10 years, Paul says the truth he 
learnt from those radio programmes has 'hunted him.' Last year, Paul 
sensed he could no longer escape. He resigned his ordination, and forsook 
his stipend to live by faith. His powerful example, dedicated to a learned 
preaching style that 'exposes the Word' has drawn 150 others to leave 
their denomination and stand with him for what they call 'undiluted truth.' 
Paul acknowledges SFT as his mentor, at once opening the door for us to all 
these people. 
 
Upon visiting, it was a great joy day after day in September of 2017 to 
share the Word publicly and from home to home - and to witness at first 
hand the grace of God among these people. Throughout all of 2017, certain 
groups of Christians there, influenced by Paul, I suspect, had chosen as 
their aspirational theme for the year: 'Restore, rebuild and repair'.1 This 
was the slogan adorning their calendars, and this too, would, of course, 
prove to be a wonderful opening in facilitating my teaching and interactive 
sessions based on their own theme. It allowed the presentation of the 
Lord's teaching for today as truly being about the restoring of the 
foundational teaching of the Apostles from almost 2,000 years ago. We 
could speak of rebuilding on the exact same pattern, just as Ezra 4:12, etc. 
records the exiles rebuilding on the previous foundations, as opposed to 
attempting to upgrade or modernize upon their return from Babylonian 
captivity. 
 
One question that was asked was: "What is the constitution of the Churches 
of God?" There is, of course, no other answer to give than to point to the 
New Testament as being the constitution of the Churches of God as in New 
Testament times. This was greeted with loud murmurs of approval, for the 
Harare groups had already set aside the man-made constitutions of the 
denominations as being unacceptable to them. The response of the leaders 
was comparable to Israel's: "all that the LORD has spoken (or written in His 
Word) we will do, and we will be obedient!"2 At this point, I believe they 
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mean it. 
 
Roadsides around Harare are littered with piles of stones. I drew the 
attention of my travelling companions to them as we drove around. This 
was so that we could refer back to them later. The four companies of 
believers led by Paul were all greatly impacted by the well-used illustration 
that a pile of stones doesn't make a house until they are taken and built 
according to a plan.3 As this text from First Peter was 'exposed', they 
readily confirmed they were 'living stones' (having new life in Jesus). The 
questions this provoked related to how they could express the 'holy 
priesthood' and 'God's kingdom.' The building plan, as taught by the 
Apostles, was then traced throughout the Book of Acts (with its convenient 
summary in Acts 2:41,42). These Harare believers were glad to understand 
how they could be built up 'to be a holy priesthood' and so to be a kingdom, 
priests to His God and Father4 by doing again what the very earliest 
Christians had done. The teachers among them sat carefully taking notes. 
These they declared they would 'cascade out' in detail to their 
congregations. 
 
It was simply a matter of joining the dots for those whose hearts God had 
made thirsty for solid biblical teaching. It seemed evident that the Lord had 
shown His hand in the four ways mentioned above. They were (1) waiting 
for God's Word to be 'exposed' (or exposited); (2) already conditioned to 
restoring what had gone before at the beginning of the 'Church Age'; (3) 
already looking for something that wasn't another man-made constitution 
for 'doing church'; and (4) the ready-made illustration of the local piles of 
stones resonated with them - seeing the constructive difference a building 
plan makes: one that restores the Apostolic constitution for the 
establishing of churches of God today, as exposed in the Word of God, the 
Bible. 
 
This demonstration of the good hand of the Lord upon us was in addition 
to the fruits of grass-roots preaching among the poorest. This, praise God, 
resulted in some turning from spiritism to the true and living God. 
 
A follow-up program is being fleshed out as we seek to move forward in 
God's will in fellowship. This is a once in 10 years event. Having sown, shall 
we not also reap? Meanwhile, these believers can now tune in to SFT on 
Trans World Radio, Swaziland, and receive the associated mailings, being 
in touch by email and phone. 
 
References from the NASB: (1) Neh.2:5 (2) Ex.24:7 (3) 1 Pet.2:5 (4) Rev.1:6 
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From the Editors' Desk 

Issue 2 - 2018 

In the early hours of Saturday 10 February, 2018. Israel, Iran and Syria 
were engaged in conflict for four hours. Elite Iranian forces operating in 
Syria had sent a drone via Jordan into Israeli airspace. The Israeli Air Force 
had been tracking it and, as soon as encroachment of Israel's airspace 
occurred, an attack helicopter shot it out of the sky. At the expense of one 
downed F16 fighter jet, numerous air defence targets within Syria were 
destroyed, as well as the Iranian mobile unit that had been controlling the 
drone. An eschatological foreshadowing? It's in the ball-park of an Israeli 
showdown with an alliance of powers lying north of her territory in areas 
associated with notorious past enemies. But, as Richard reminds us, we 
mustn't conflate Israel's survival strategy in all respects with God's 
unfinished purposes for His ancient people. 
 
We're told, however, that the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, 
but are divinely powerful for destroying speculations and every lofty thing 
raised up against the knowledge of God.1 Surely these weapons include 
prayer? Karl's article and the interview with Rhoda explore this vital topic. 
The text referenced in 2 Cor.10 is about taking every thought captive: the 
Christian's battlefield is his or her mind. It proceeds to mention obedience: 
either our obedience to Christ or Christ's obedience (v.5). A case can be 
made that it should be the latter, with some support from the fact that 
chapters 10-13 in particular highlight the character of Christ.2 Christ, 
whose lineage Fred explores, exemplified how to overcome thoughts that 
oppose God's plan.3 In this issue, Martin helps us to check out 
Nebuchadnezzar who failed spectacularly in this regard. His thoughts ran 
to excessively inappropriate pride, something Michael distinguishes. I 
wonder if Dorcas took satisfaction in the excellence of her works - works 
that Geralde and Linnie reflect on? Unlike Jehoshaphat, from whose life 
Lawrence draws lessons, she was commended for her works. 
 
Alternatively, why not have fellowship with all our contributors by starting 
at the beginning and enjoy the magazine in its entirety as it unfolds, from a 
journey Gilbert mentions to the one Kevin details on the last page? 

Brian 
References:  
(1) 2 Cor. 10:4-5 (2) e.g. 2 Cor.10:1 (3) Lk.4:1-12; Matt.16:23 NASB 
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Ghosts 

Gilbert Grierson, Knocknacloy, N. Ireland 

 
Ghosts! I frequently come across them. Every time I take a walk to a local 
beauty spot I see them. And there are some in an old derelict cottage 
hidden in the trees.  What am I talking about? Well, at the local beauty spot 
an old canal used to run, now partially filled in, but identifiable here and 
there by disused stone locks hidden in the undergrowth, and an occasional 
lock-keeper's cottage now upgraded and modernised. 
 
When I take a walk along that way, I imagine the scene as it used to be in 
the 1800s when it was a fully working canal. I see it busy with barges 
pulled by horses along the tow path, loaded with goods for the linen mills 
of old Ireland, and coal from the coal-fields. I see and hear the country 
people, going about their daily business and the countryside, now quiet 
and overgrown, then busy with industry of one kind or another and the 
canal at the centre of a thriving community. All that has gone; only the 
'ghosts' - the memories - remain! So for 'ghosts' read 'memories' of people 
and life in the past! 
 
And the tiny tumbledown cottage over the hill? Well that was home to a 
family with four children. The parents have gone to heaven, but the 
children are still around, grown men and woman living in modern houses, 
some with families of their own and meeting with the little church nearby. I 
sit with them each week to remember the Lord Jesus Christ at 'the breaking 
of the bread'. My wife and I sometimes pass that cottage. It's hard to 
imagine how a big family could have been brought up in there, but I see 
and hear their happy 'ghosts' every time I pass that way and stick my head 
in the rained doorway. I smell the peat on the fire, the wheaten bread in the 
oven, and hear the singing of hymns as the mother busies herself with her 
daily chores. Just long hard work broken by simple country pleasures, 
neighbours to chat to, and the joy of meeting with other Christians for 
prayer and praise and hearing the Word of God. The scripture texts on the 
living and bedroom walls were reminders that the Lord and His Word were 
at the centre of their lives and expectations. 
 
Do you ever, like me, look back, perhaps many years, to the person you 
used to be, and think, "Well that seems to me to be a person living in a 
different age"? As Christian believers, God will not hold our sinful past 
against us in a future day. It was dealt with at the cross of Christ and, 
thankfully, those old things that were the outcome of the sinful nature have 



                       2017/18 -   146 

passed away. But we are what we are, and part of what we are now is 
because of what we once were and the life we have lived, with its changing 
scenes and experiences. History makes the present very rich for those who 
want to tap into its vein. 
 
Just as the present countryside is a heritage from an industrial or 
agricultural past, peopled by 'ghosts' from another age, so your life and 
mine have their memories too, experiences we have had, and people we 
have met and been friendly with that have led us to be the people we are 
today, unique individual human beings, with individual and unique 
experiences of life, with its joys and sorrows. 
 
You and I are unique and a new creation1 if we are saved through faith, and 
will surely carry on that uniqueness, as we are transformed by God's Spirit2 
into the image of His Son,3 who loved us and gave Himself for us.4 In 
eternity we will be always be to the glory of God, His unique handiwork, 
individually and lovingly created. The footprints and handiwork of the 
Spirit of God were everywhere evident in the lives of simple country 
people living by faith. The countryside has changed, but the unseen God 
has not changed and He is alive and changing lives still, forgiving sins, 
bringing peace and contentment to those who will make Him then all-in-
all.5 

 
We can be thankful for all our past experiences because they make us the 
people we are now, each with a unique experience of life, each with a story 
to tell. And the 'ghosts' are with us still, if only we will look for them, and 
learn from them. 
 
References: 
(1) 2 Cor. 5:17 (2) 2 Cor.3:18 (3) Rom.8:29 (4) Eph.5:2: Gal.2:20 (5) 1 
Cor.15:28 
Bible quotations from the ESV. 
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At the Core 

- Fellowship that functions 

Steve Seddon, Manchester, England 

 
Second on the list of the four activities that characterised the first church of 
God, fellowship is up there as a priority set by God for His people. But what 
is fellowship, and what does being 'devoted'1 to it look like? 
 
With limited application in contemporary English, we must turn to the 
original Greek, koinonia. A brief look at what is embodied in the meaning of 
the word, coupled with a contextual review of key occurrences in scripture, 
reveals a multi-facetted gem: a doctrine, whose origin and perfect example 
belong with God Himself, but which also finds its expression in 
relationships within a church of God, of a kind that are necessary if that 
church is to be the functioning fellowship that God intends. 
 
Glimpse the ideal 
Fellowship that functions is demonstrated in the perfect community that is 
the mystery of a triune God: three divine persons of equal rank, being one 
God, forming a relationship perfect in love, unity, function and purpose: 
 

• The Father loves the Son and gives Him everything.2 
• The Son loves the Father and always does what pleases Him.3 
• The Spirit takes the things of the Son and shows them to us, and 

glorifies the Son in the process.4 

 
But what of fellowship in a church of God? It may not be possible to arrive 
at a single statement that spans the full meaning of the word, but here's an 
attempt that hopefully will encourage our thinking towards a more 
expansive appreciation of the doctrine behind the word and how it applies 
to disciples in churches of God today:  Fellowship [koinonia] implies a 
common bond that connects disciples together (with each other and with 
God Himself) and yields a deep and profound relationship characterised by 
holiness, unity, and affection - for the accomplishment of God's will and 
purposes, bringing honour to Him and joy and fulfilment to everyone 
involved. 
 
Vertical and horizontal 
We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have 
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fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, 
Jesus Christ.5 John here describes an activity which happens in two 
dimensions: 
• At a horizontal level between fellow disciples of the Lord Jesus 
• At a vertical level between those disciples and with the Father and with 
His Son, Jesus Christ. 
These essential vertical and horizontal elements lay the foundation for our 
fuller understanding of what else is involved in fellowship that functions, 
and our devotion to it. 
 
 

 
 
Holiness, the essential prerequisite 
In his first epistle, John confirms an inextricable link between properly 
functioning fellowship and the purity of those doing it. 
If we claim to have fellowship with [God] yet walk in the darkness, we lie and 
do not live by the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us 
from all sin. If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth 
is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us 
our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.6 

 
Holiness is at the core of fellowship that functions. Rather than being a 
consequence of fellowship, it is an essential prerequisite. There is an 
individual and collective responsibility for holiness in the context of 
fellowship. There is no room for unconfessed sin - be that intentional or 
unintentional sin committed by individuals. And there can be no room for 
hidden sin - even turning a blind eye to the unconfessed sins of others, 
leaving the dealing of their sin to their own conscience.  Mercifully, we 
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have a faithful God who is eager to forgive, and once we have known His 
forgiveness, surely the result, by the indwelling Holy Spirit, is a heightened 
sensitivity to sin that will lead to holiness and commitment to personal 
purity. Fellowship without forgiveness is flawed and dysfunctional. 
 
Four facets of fellowship 
1. Relationship   Implicit in all that we have said so far is that fellowship is 
a collective activity. It requires healthy relationships between disciples, 
and that those disciples in a collective sense, have a healthy relationship 
with God the Father and the Lord Jesus. The vertical aspect of fellowship 
makes it distinctive from what would otherwise be ordinary relationships 
that people, regardless of any common faith, can have with each other. For 
example, family members spending time enjoying each other's company, or 
a group of people with a common interest getting together to share their 
interest. Neither of these could be described as Christian fellowship. A 
family enjoys family-time; Christians, because of their relationship with 
God, enjoy fellowship. 
 
2. Partnership   For fellowship to be functional, it must be productive. This 
is about disciples serving together as partners towards a God-given 
common purpose, and achieving it. The concept of disciples living and 
working together in harmony in order to be effective in their service is at 
the heart of the writings of the apostles to the first century churches of 
God. Paul shows his great appreciation for this aspect of the fellowship he 
had with those in the Church of God in Philippi. In all my prayers for all of 
you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the 
first day until now, being confident of this, that he who began a good work in 
you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.7 
 
3. Companionship   The apostle John describes himself as your brother and 
companion [Gk. akin to koinonia] in the suffering and kingdom and patient 
endurance that are ours in Jesus.8 By describing himself in this way, we get a 
sense of the mutual commitment he and his fellows had made to God and 
to each other. They were in it together, for the duration, not to be deterred 
by prevailing difficult circumstances. The fact of his writing to his 
companions is, in itself, an evidence of fellowship in action. No doubt those 
on the receiving end of his letter would have been excited by its arrival and 
keen to understand and embrace its content. 
 
4. Stewardship - the practical business of caring and sharing that very 
clearly characterised the first church in Jerusalem where, All the believers 
were together and had everything in common. Selling their possessions and 
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goods, they gave to anyone as he had need9 This is beautifully illustrated by 
the fellowship Paul celebrated in his letter to the Philippians: it was good of 
you to share in my troubles...when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid 
again and again when I was in need...I am amply supplied, now that I have 
received...the gifts you sent. They are a fragrant offering, an acceptable 
sacrifice, pleasing to God10 - an intensely practical aspect of true fellowship.  
When these elements of human interaction are set in the context of a lively 
collective relationship with a holy and loving God, with a commitment to 
personal and collective purity, wonderful things happen: 
 
Unity   It is unthinkable that any group engaging in the kind of fellowship 
we have described could do so if they were at odds with each other. The 
Lord Jesus Himself in His prayer for the future generations that would 
believe in Him alludes to a beautiful interconnected functioning fellowship 
that cultivates unity:...that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in 
me and I am in you. May they also be in us...they may be one as we are one: I 
in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity.11 Fellowship 
that functions cultivates unity, and unity is delightful - delightful to those 
doing it, and a delight to God Himself. How good and pleasant it is when 
brothers live together in unity!...For there the Lord bestows his blessing, even 
life for evermore.12 

 
Love - more specifically 'brotherly affection'. Be devoted to one another in 
brotherly love. Honour one another above yourselves. Never be lacking in 
zeal, but keep your spiritual fervour, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, 
patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. Share with God's people who are in 
need. Practise hospitality.13 Paul's exhortation to the Romans seems to 
embrace all the aspects of fellowship we have considered, but includes an 
instruction towards love. Experience shows that love is not something to 
be turned on at a whim - it can only happen as a consequence of the 
gracious work of the Holy Spirit over time as we engage with our brothers 
and sisters. Put another way, like unity, love is an inevitable consequence 
of properly functioning fellowship. 
 
Fake or fulfilling? 
We are designed to enjoy fellowship that functions - it is the route to a 
fulfilled life that can be matched by no other. Our challenge before the Lord 
is to examine the quality of our devotion to fellowship, and to seek by His 
enabling to embrace every aspect of it - together.  
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A Good King of Judah 

- King Jehoshaphat 

Fear gives way to faith 

Lawrence Onyokoko, Warri, Nigeria 

 
God has His faithful few in every age. Jehoshaphat is a shining example of a 
good king at a time when neighbouring Israel was on a downward spiral. A 
popular quote says, 'The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for 
good men to do nothing'.1 Jehoshaphat was not indolent: his exercise of 
faith and works marked him out as a good king. 
 
Lesson on leadership 
'A leader...models and possesses a compelling vision and transfers that 
vision by influencing, challenging, motivating, energizing, or empowering 
and coaching another person or group of persons...2 Jehoshaphat exhibited 
some of these qualities. Having been rebuked by Jehu the seer for siding 
with the wicked3 he produced a massive reformation plan. Apparently 
Jehoshaphat received the correction from Jehu in good spirit - an important 
quality for leadership. Jehoshaphat went out among the people and turned 
them back to the LORD.3 

 
He also strengthened the judicial system throughout the land by 
appointing judges. Levites, priests and family heads were put in place to 
adjudicate on civil and criminal matters.4 A leader could lead with or 
without prayer. When leaders lift up holy hands5 nations are exalted and it 
is likely that the people will follow. At Jehoshaphat's declaration of a fast, 
the response was overwhelming: All the men of Judah, with their wives and 
children and little ones, stood there before the LORD.6 
 
Lesson on crisis management 
One of the realities of life, as we perceive it, is that it is not consistently fair. 
Troubles are inevitable, and they neither always give us notice, nor leave 
us with choices. Our responses in times of distress tell us much about our 
character. An invading tripartite enemy posed a real threat to Jehoshaphat. 
He knew he was no match for them. Instead of doing nothing, he resolved to 
enquire of the LORD. Reminiscing on God's faithfulness in the past, he 
confessed to being at his wits' end: "We have no power to face this vast 
army...We do not know what to do"7 Acknowledging our weaknesses sets us 
up for success. God's opportunity appeared in Jehoshaphat's extremity. His 
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initial fear gave way to faith in the God who is an ever-present help in 
trouble. Having sought the Lord, and having been fully assured of His 
presence and victory, he marched out in singing, music and gratitude 
instead of sighing, mourning and grumbling. The battle was won without 
firing a shot!8 
 
Lesson on compromise 
The chronicler's account of Jehoshaphat was not just about a good king, but 
about a good king in weakness. The record of his life was a mixed bag of 
strengths and straggles. Like us, he was a man of great accomplishments 
and failures. The opening verses of 2 Chron.18 tell not only of his unholy 
alliance with the house of Ahab in marriage, but also of his agreement to 
join in fighting the Syrians. This was a serious blunder for a man who 
walked in the ways that his father David had followed.9 Having been 
prevailed upon, he threw caution to the wind and could not say "No" when 
it mattered. It is disheartening to read Jehoshaphat's reply: "I am as you 
are, and my people as your people; we will join you in the war."10 Where lay 
the difference between the holy and unholy, between light and darkness? 
The rest, they say, is history. Jehoshaphat survived only by the skin of his 
teeth! One important lesson here is that of God's overruling grace and 
mercy. God's love did not let Jehoshaphat go. Indeed, it was because of the 
Lord's mercy that he was not consumed.11 
 
Jehoshaphat did not always learn from the past. He stumbled on various 
fronts: from marriage to military; and market alliance with Ahaziah, king of 
Israel, who was guilty of wickedness like Ahab. The prophetic 
pronouncement was undoubtedly swift: "The LORD will destroy what you 
have made."12 This is a sobering lesson and a pointer to that momentous 
day of reckoning when our own works could be destroyed by fire, thus 
suffering loss (of course, not the loss of salvation, but of potential 
rewards)!13 
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A Gentile Monarch 

- Nebuchadnezzar 

The despot who dreamed 

Martin Jones, Hamilton, Canada 

A stubborn, capricious head of state who demands total, visible loyalty, and 
who isn't particularly lacking in confidence in his own status and ability 
(not to mention being fond of large construction projects). Yes, we're 
talking, of course, about Nebuchadnezzar II, perhaps the greatest king of 
the Babylonian Empire. Ruling from 605 BC for 43 years, in secular terms 
he's possibly most well-known for building the Hanging Gardens of 
Babylon, one of the "seven wonders' of the ancient world. 
 
Perhaps it was partly these he surveyed as he walked on his palace roof, 
congratulating himself on his achievements. It was this pride that was 
ultimately his downfall; stubborn pride, too, because he'd been warned by 
his adviser, Daniel, as to the consequences. Daniel, of course, was one of the 
trophies of war, captured when Nebuchadnezzar conquered and destroyed 
Judah and Jerusalem in 597 BC, an act that wasn't only prophesied by 
Jeremiah, but was also at God's behest: "Behold, I will send...for 
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, and I will bring them 
against this land and its inhabitants...I will devote them to destruction..."1 
Unaware of his divinely-ordained mission, Nebuchadnezzar was himself a 
prime example of truths that God wanted to teach him, that he might 'know 
that the Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom he will, 
and sets over it the lowliest of men.2 God certainly had some unusual ways 
of delivering His message to His servant. 
 
Destroying the image 
Nebuchadnezzar first dreamed of a composite image that would be struck 
down - in part referring to his own kingdom's imminent downfall, but 
revealing centuries of human history, culminating in God's eternal 
kingdom. Daniel attributed his ability to know and interpret the dream to 
the God he served, leading the Icing to describe Him as "God of gods and 
Lord of kings."3 
 
Deliverance from the fire 
Bafflingly, he then built a ninety-feet high golden statue, either in worship 
of a Babylonian god or himself, but certainly not for the Most High God he 
now knew (or knew of). The following fiery furnace4 was phase two of 
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Nebuchadnezzar's education, of more value than the sophisticated 
Babylonian learning into which Daniel's friends had been forcibly 
inculcated by the king. They already knew the true God, and exactly what 
He was in control of - able even to rescue them from the flames, if He so 
chose. Nebuchadnezzar was starting to grasp this as well: "Blessed be the 
God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego...for there is no other god who is 
able to rescue in this way."5 But. however genuine, behaviour didn't match 
belief. And so there needed to be a second dream.6 
 
Defenestration depicted 
Daniel had to decipher the meaning of a tree chopped down and of a 
person given over to animalistic behaviour. He trembled to tell the king 
that he was the subject of both elements, the former being figurative, but 
the second absolutely literal. A reprieve had been possible if the king had 
mended his ways, but that rooftop walk and boast was the trigger for seven 
years of abject humiliation until Nebuchadnezzar lifted his eyes to heaven 
and was not only restored to his former position, but with even more glory. 
 
Nebuchadnezzar's response? I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor 
the King of heaven, for all his works are right and his ways are just; and those 
who walk in pride he is able to humble.7 Had the penny now permanently 
dropped? We cannot say, for these are the last words of Nebuchadnezzar 
recorded in God's Word. The next thing we read is that the king is now 
Belshazzar. God, in His sovereignty had moved on to work through another 
of the lowliest of men, the last of that dynasty. Thousands of years later, 
God's approach hasn't changed and He's still in charge. Why shouldn't He 
be? Because, as Nebuchadnezzar finally came to realise, God's "...kingdom is 
an everlasting kingdom, and his dominion endures from generation to 
generation."8 
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Praying... 

- In the Spirit 

Karl Smith, Kirkintilloch, Scotland 

 
Prayer in the Spirit is something we are told to do at all times.1 This makes 
it one of the defining activities of life, like eating. Before explaining what it 
involves, however, let's contrast it with a similar expression from another 
of Paul's letters.  In the apostle Paul's time, the mystical experience of 
speaking in tongues seems often to have been used not only as a testifying 
sign accompanying the gospel, as in Acts 2, but also in prayer. It seemingly 
provided an outlet for people to commune with God beyond the confines of 
mere words in their native language. It must have given those who enjoyed 
such moments a great sense of liberty. Using this gift in public prayers, 
however, was discouraged:  For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays but my 
mind is unfruitful. What am I to do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will pray 
with my mind also.2 

 

This praying with the spirit seems to me different from praying in the 
Spirit. In the first of these phrases we may well surmise that Paul has in 
mind our human spirits (with my spirit), whereas Eph.6:18 and Jude 1:20 
clearly have in mind praying in the Holy Spirit. Nevertheless, it shows that 
prayer is a spiritual activity and not just a mental activity. Mind and spirit 
should be engaged together. 
 
Another interesting difference between these terms is that prayer in the 
Spirit is meant to be an experience open to every believer. Not all believers 
spoke in tongues in New Testament times3 and they certainly did not do so 
constantly. By contrast, Paul encouraged the Ephesian Christians to be 
found praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication.1  
The other passage that uses this phrase is Jude 1:20-21:  But you, beloved, 
building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, 
keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus 
Christ that leads to eternal life.  Such prayer is one of the twin activities 
involved in preserving our spiritual lives and helping us to continue to love 
God until we experience the Lord's mercy in all its fullness when He 
returns. 
 
All genuine prayer is, I believe, prayer in the Spirit. Without the Holy Spirit, 
we would not be able to have any fellowship with God the Father at all. He 
is the channel through which we can communicate with God the Father: 
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For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.4  We ask the 
Father (usually addressing Him) in the name of Jesus (on His authority) in 
the Holy Spirit (who gives us access). To speak of Him in this way is, of 
course, not to minimise the personality of the Holy Spirit at all. If we reflect 
on our best experience of prayer, that certainty of being heard in heaven 
and even of communion with God that transcends asking for requests to be 
granted has His distinctive stamp all over it. This is surely communion with 
the Father and the Son, as enabled by the Spirit. 
 
This is most clearly seen in the fact that in our prayers there is dialogue 
between the Father and the Spirit. Likewise the Spirit helps us in our 
weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit 
himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. And he who 
searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.5 
 
I feel that I have so much yet to learn about prayer although I have been 
doing it for more than thirty-five years and by God's grace enjoying His 
presence and His answers. It's no wonder that the disciples pleaded, "Lord, 
teach us to pray."6 When we think of the difficulty an earwig would have in 
holding a conversation with us, we can form some conception of why we 
sometimes find prayer to an infinite and awesome God so difficult. Factor 
into that the effect of particularly stressful times on our concentration and 
the difficulty increases even more. We've all experienced times when we 
want to pray earnestly about a situation and find that we don't even know 
how to begin expressing ourselves to God about it. How thankful we are 
then that the Spirit helps us in our weakness! 
 
He is so far from being a featureless presence that He intercedes for us with 
groanings too deep for words. The same word is used in Acts 7:34 to 
describe the groanings of the people of Israel as slaves under their 
taskmasters. The Calvinist theologian Wayne A. Grudem objects that surely 
the Holy Spirit would not express Himself to the Father in such terms. 
Although the Lord Jesus groaned on earth (a similar word to the one 
translated here as 'groanings' is used in Mk.7:34 to describe our Lord's 
heavy sigh at the pettiness of His religious opponents), this was because 
He, unlike the Spirit, had a human nature. Therefore Grudem concludes 
that the groanings He is helping us with must be ours.7 The syntax of the 
sentence (in our English translations at any rate) seems to demand that the 
groanings are associated with the word 'intercedes', not with the word 
'helps', however. They would then be what the Spirit Himself uses in His 
intercession. The real problem for Grudem isn't in the structure of the 
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sentence, it's that he finds it too baffling that the Holy Spirit Himself should 
so identify with our afflictions as to use these wordless groans alongside 
our prayers in helping us. And no wonder! This must surely be one of the 
deepest examples of the fellowship of the Holy Spirit we can experience 
here. (Contextually in Rom.8, it is clear that these groanings cannot be 
equated with the New Testament gift of speaking in tongues.) 
 
Note also that the Spirit has a mind, known to God the Father, showing the 
fruitfulness of our mind and spirit praying as one. All His intercessions are 
fully in accordance with the will of God. When we are unsure whether what 
we might be praying for is the will of God, we can be sure that our Helper 
in prayer is balancing our ignorance with His knowledge of the divine 
purpose. 
 
He helps us in the subject matter of our prayers. We can, in our human 
error, pray for inappropriate things. For example, James gives the example 
of those who pray for gain to use in satisfying the old nature.  You ask and 
do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.8 
 
The famous question in Lk.11:11-12 ("What father among you, if his son 
asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent; or if he asks for an 
egg, will give him a scorpion?") suggests that, in our spiritual immaturity, 
we might sometimes ask for the snakes and scorpions that would do us 
harm instead of the fish or egg that He wants to give us! Of course, such 
requests would be withheld by a loving Father. 
 
By contrast, when we pray in the Spirit, He can bring the teaching of the 
Lord Jesus on prayer to mind, including the 'Lord's prayer' with its 
guidance. The very opening words, "Our Father" are taught by the Spirit. 
The Spirit of Christ within us teaches us that we can approach Him not only 
as children but as sons with the full privileges of family: For you did not 
receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the 
Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, "Abba! Father!"9 The Saviour 
gives authority to come making repeated childlike requests for specific 
things we, or loved ones, may need.10 The prayers of the church in 
Jerusalem for power in their desperate situation11 may be one thing He 
might bring to our recollection whilst on our knees. Other practical things 
we are specifically enjoined to pray for by Paul include our governments 
and peaceful conditions;12 all the saints; and empowerment and clarity for 
those directly engaged in frontline gospel work.13 Eph.3:14-18 shows a 
spiritual prayer for deep blessings of spiritual experience that we might 
desire for ourselves and others. David Woods encouraged us last time (NT 
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Issue 1 2018) to pray the Word of God and this is surely compatible with 
praying in the Spirit who inspired it. 
 
Since the first exhortation to pray in the Spirit comes at the end of the 
description of the armour that God provides for the Christian,14 we can 
think of it as a weapon in the spiritual warfare. Let's take up arms today to 
shield us from temptation and weariness and to take God's work forward 
proactively! Time spent with God getting to know Him is our core business 
as disciples of the Lord Jesus. Let's enjoy it! 
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The Messianic Line 

- Judah and Tamar 

Second best? 

Fred Ntido, Surulere, Nigeria 

The ways of God 
Moses, the man of God, without doubt had a keen insight and 
understanding of the ways of God: 

"He is the Rock, His work is perfect; 
For all His ways are justice, 
A God of truth and without injustice; 
Righteous and upright is He."1 

 
God's way was first outlined in the garden of Eden and it centred 
principally on the promise of the Messiah: 

"And I will put enmity 
Between you and the woman, 
And between your seed and her Seed; 
He shall bruise your head, 
And you shall bruise His heel."2 

 
All the divine resources were organised to bring to fulfilment this most 
significant event and holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy 
Spirit.3 
 
The Messianic line 
The key ingredient in the outworking of God's plan was the human 
instruments through whom the Lord Jesus Christ would descend: But when 
the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, 
born under the law.4 The patriarch Abraham, the friend of God,5 heads up 
the Messianic family tree by divine covenant, and was a man of few 
recorded faults. His son Isaac was of a similar trait, but the narrative 
changed dramatically with the narrowing of the line to Jacob, the 
supplanter.6 God's sovereignty was seen first in the choice of Jacob over 
Esau and second in the adoption of Israel as His firstborn son7 a unique 
position for the Messianic line that necessitated the amazing declaration by 
the prophet for hire, Balaam: "He has not observed iniquity in Jacob, Nor has 
He has He seen wickedness in Israel."8 Although some of the sons of Jacob 
were not good examples9 and latterly the nation too,10 yet "The LORD's 
portion is His people; Jacob is the place of His inheritance."11 
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Second best? 
God's ways are often past finding out.12 He, at His own pleasure, chose the 
base things of the world and the things which are despised...and the things 
which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are, that no flesh should 
glory in His presence.13 There is no second best with God and His choice of 
an individual is testimony of His overflowing mercy and compassion, which 
both consecrates and elevates to a position of privilege. 
 
Judah and Tamar 
Judah had no right to a position of prominence, either by birth or his 
personal character as seen in Gen.38. He was not a distinctly godly man in 
the mould of Joseph; who was arguably the best choice for the bloodline of 
the Messiah. Judah was a man who cared more for his own personal 
comfort than in keeping his word and was quite self-righteous. Even 
though Tamar was a victim of circumstances, we cannot excuse her actions, 
and she does not come up to the lofty heights of godly Ruth or Mary, the 
'blessed among women'.  The Messianic narrative could have done without 
these characters of Judah and Tamar! However, it is in the apparent 
unworthiness of Judah and Tamar that God's grace and sovereignty shines 
through. The Messiah shall be holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from 
sinners14 no matter how sinful were His ancestors. As the angel said to 
Mary: "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will 
overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be 
called the Son of God."15 
 
It was only though divine grace that Judah, the fourth son of an unloved 
wife, prevailed over his brothers, and from him came a ruler, although the 
birthright was Joseph's.16 Of a truth: 

"The scepter shall not depart from Judah, 
Nor a lawgiver from between his feet, 
Until Shiloh comes; 
And to Him shall be the obedience of the people."17 
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Women Working for God 

- Dorcas 

Acts of charity 

Geralde & Linnie Mag-usara, Davao, Philippines 

'It's works that count alongside our words' - that's a conclusion we may 
draw from the life of Dorcas. Joppa is the place to which Jonah fled from 
God,1 but it's also in this place where we find Dorcas. From her life we can 
learn some of the ways in which a Christian woman can glorify God. Dorcas 
gave her treasure, time and talents to serve God and His people. 
 
Her treasure 
Dorcas was not a famous celebrity. Was she single or married, rich or poor? 
We don't know. But we are told by Luke that she was a disciple full of good 
works and acts of charity.2 The evidence is clear that she sacrificed her own 
resources for the betterment of others. In the Old Testament, God 
commanded His people, 'You shall open wide your hand to your brother, to 
the needy and to the poor, in your land.'3 Whoever is generous to the poor 
lends to the LORD, and he will repay him for his deed.4 
 
Scripture says that Blessed is the one who considers the poor!5 But this 
would become useless if we do it with wrong motives. During His ministry 
on earth, Jesus warned His disciples, "Beware of practicing your 
righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them..." And then He 
instructed them, "when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, 
as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be 
praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. But 
when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right 
hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees 
in secret will reward you."6 This is God's way of helping others and it's what 
Dorcas did. She helped others without using a trumpet, and without strings 
attached. Will we do the same to give glory to God?7 

 
Her time 
Dorcas didn't have the advantage of a sewing machine as we do today; we 
can produce multiple products and with less intensive labour in a short 
time. She just used her hands to do the work. One writer says, 'In those 
days, ordering and purchasing materials, cutting, assembling, fitting, 
altering and sewing garments, cloaks and robes by hand were tedious and 
labour-intensive endeavors' (Laurel Meyer). No doubt, Dorcas worked 
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even into the night to get the work done.8 Today, there are people who 
work overtime intentionally to enhance their income. But Dorcas willingly 
spent a lot of time for the betterment of others! I'm sure Peter's heart was 
moved when the widows showed him Dorcas's work. 
 
Christian women can use their time to do benevolent acts for the good of 
others. They may set a time to teach young children about God's goodness, 
advise biblically other young sisters and pray for their welfare, cooperate 
in the church hall cleaning and do practical things to benefit others' lives. 
One thing we have been able to offer at times (since we are both graduate 
teachers) is free education assistance for young children whose parents 
may not be financially able to avail of the full state system (which is parent-
funded in our country). These are just few of the good things sisters can 
perform to make their light shine! We can always see the Lord, when He 
was here on earth, doing good deeds to others.9 He did not waste His time. 
And God will be glorified if we give our precious time to help others. 
 
Her talent 
Dorcas used her talent to show compassion to others.10 She is an example 
to us to use our talents: whether sewing, gardening, baking, cooking, 
making music, caring for the sick or looking after children. If we faithfully 
do it, God will be pleased.11 And since Dorcas was well-known in Joppa as a 
result of all the good things she did, many believed in the Lord when Peter 
raised her to life again.12 In other words, her good deeds created an 
opportunity for effective Gospel-preaching that resulted in the salvation of 
others.13 Like Dorcas, we can use our talent or gift to serve others. It 
doesn't matter how many abilities you have; the important thing is that 
you use them for God's glory. 
 
We can imagine that Dorcas got tired and weary in her work, but she kept 
going to please the Lord. Paul writes: Let us not grow weary of doing 
good...So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and 
especially to those who are of the household of faith.14 In the same way, 
Christian women today can used their treasure, their time and their talents 
to serve God. 
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Respectable Sins - Pride: The story of Sparta 

Michael Johnston, Kirkintilloch, Scotland 

When you hear the name Sparta, what do you think of? If you're familiar 
with Classical history, you might think of a warrior people who faced the 
great Persian Empire in battle. Even if you are only aware of the word 
'spartan' from the dictionary, you'd think of the people who lived there as 
those hardened by austere living. The problem with these images is that 
they're not very representative of the historical Sparta! The famous battle 
of Thermopylae that made the name of Sparta was a military loss, and of 
the thousands of men that made up the combined Greek forces, only a few 
hundred were from Sparta (in fact, it was Thebes that contributed the most 
men to the battle). 
 
Those men whom we'd identify as 'the Spartans' were in fact only the 
aristocratic class, whose lives consisted of recreation and pleasure.1 Their 
non-excellence in physical prowess is reflected in the fact that the Spartans 
were not a dominant force in the ancient Olympic games, and even their 
martial prowess is exaggerated: on the southern peninsula of Greece where 
Sparta is located, the city of Argos was considered to be an equal military 
power.2 But the Spartans were happy to enjoy the reputation that their 
moment in the sun had given them in the wider world, and their 
subsequent complacency showed in their loss of a significant battle against 
Thebes,3 and in how easily Sparta fell to the Roman Empire a few centuries 
later.4 

 
The 'Sparta' of the Bible 
Moab was geographically a small nation, and its economy based upon trade 
tolls taken from the wealth of Egypt and Mesopotamia. It achieved its 
independence late in the time of the house of Omri, but then its 
achievements disappear from both the Biblical and historical records. 
Jeremiah speaks of the pride Moab had,5 describing it as arrogance, 

There are some sins that we judge to be very serious and agree 
that they are worthy of punishment - or at the very least require 
repentance and a change of behaviour. There are other attitudes 
that some may see as more minor character flaws. 
But, more to the point, how does God view them? 
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insolence, conceit and haughtiness - pride without sufficient substance to 
back it up. Two hundred years after their successful war of independence, 
Jeremiah condemns the Moabites for their trust in their deeds and riches;6 

stories of deeds long past, and riches gained not from their own work -very 
much the picture of unsubstantiated pride. And so they are blotted out 
from history, not even listed alongside their usual allies the Ammonites as 
those who plotted against Nehemiah.7 

 
Pride: a respectable sin? 
In modern English, however, we use the word 'pride' in an overwhelmingly 
positive sense. We are encouraged to take pride in our work or in our 
family's abilities and achievements. It is also used as a statement of 
consolation to a TV show contestant that they should be proud of what 
they have done, even though they haven't won a prize. Furthermore, an 
action that forces a man to 'swallow his pride' is one that requires him to 
act with less dignity than he considers his, making no assumptions about 
whether that dignity is rightly his, or if he is overestimating his worth. If 
you google 'pride', you will find a definition of it as a feeling of satisfaction 
in an achievement. Perhaps surprisingly, this earned pride is found in the 
Bible too: God has pride;8 and the land that he chose for his Old Testament 
people was called the 'pride of Jacob'.9 Therefore pride might not be an 
unacceptable sin, because pride is not necessarily a sin in every case. 
 
It should be stressed, though, that this modern English meaning of the 
word is not how it is commonly used in the Bible. To make the distinction 
clearer, this justified manner of pride is rarely translated to the English 
word 'pride'. If you looked up either of the two verses referenced above 
you will see that they will probably have translated the Hebrew word as 
'majesty' or 'excellency', because that still conveys the sense of the word 
used, without confusing it with the sinful pride as seen in Moab. 
 
Overweening pride 
It is this unjustified pride that dominates in the Biblical uses of the word 
and is never a positive attribute. But although it was the reason for 
Uzziah's downfall,10 it is not for its consequences that pride is condemned; 
rather the attitude itself is abhorrent. This can be seen by the adjectives 
that it is described by (including stubborn11), and the synonyms used 
alongside it (such as contempt12 and wrongdoing13). In Isaiah 16:6, we get 
another description of Moab and, with it, pride: We have heard of Moab's 
pride - how great is her arrogance! - of her conceit, her pride and her 
insolence; but her boasts are empty (NIV). Pride is not unacceptable because 
of its consequences; it is unacceptable in and of itself. 
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In the Greek translation of the Old Testament, as well as in the New 
Testament writings, the words used most frequently to convey this pride 
mean in their contexts 'an overweening estimate of one's means or merits, 
despising others or even treating them with contempt, haughty'. There are 
two major reasons, therefore, for pride being a serious sin: the first is the 
overestimation of one's own ability, because this is in direct competition 
with a person's faith in, and dependence on, God; and the second is the 
mistreatment of those who are too weak to retaliate. 
 
A problem of perception 
When watching a film, it is quite likely that you will see a proud character 
in it. Along with a short temper and 'being too trusting', pride is deemed a 
'character flaw' that can be given to a hero that allows them to make 
mistakes (and so increase the drama) without causing them to 'be bad' 
(and so lose the sympathy of the audience). It's also a common trait for 
comedic characters to have, as it easily pairs with the self-confidence that 
makes for a winning comedian. Do we find that this same generally 
sympathetic view towards the proud bleeds into our perception of 
ourselves and the Christians around us? If there were a division in our 
church, we would quickly seek to address it on account of the damage that 
we know it can do to the spiritual well-being of all the people gathered 
there. But do we intervene so quickly if we consider someone among us to 
be proud? Perhaps not. 
 
However, can we expect our spiritual service to be effective if there are 
those in our number who consider their own efforts to be sufficient, and 
are therefore not looking to God to provide the increase? Similarly, could 
we entrust the care of young ones, either in age or in spiritual maturity, to 
the care of one who is liable to treat them with contempt? These are the 
components of overweening pride as defined above, and yet they are much 
less present in our minds when we hide them away behind the term 'pride' 
with its far wider scope of meaning. 
 
A practice of discipline 
It goes without saying that we should each seek to rid ourselves of such 
qualities with even greater urgency than we are to address the matter 
within the wider confines of our church. But this practice of self-discipline 
is not only required for this worst form of pride, but also with the 
potentially legitimate pride of the satisfaction in our own work. Paul 
declared that he would rather die than have anyone deprive me of my 
ground for boasting.14 We decided that it was the entrenchment and 
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subsequent festering of a once-justified pride that led to the detestable 
state of both Sparta and Moab, and Paul states here that he would not allow 
himself to enter into that same state in his service for the Lord. His 
boasting would be nullified if he took remuneration for his preaching, 
because his boast was in the fact that he had not been receiving a wage.  
 
This would be on a par with the Spartans and Moabites who continued to 
boast in their past glories even though their martial prowess had now 
waned. Of course, it is always difficult to tackle the presence of sin in our 
lives directly, so we have the encouragement to adopt the opposing virtue 
of humility in its place, and imitate Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 
emptied himself, by taking the form of a slave.15 If the one who can 
justifiably lay claim to the highest place of all is willing to take up the 
lowest, should we, with our insignificant claims to any worthiness, not also 
be willing to do the same? 
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The Shalom of Jerusalem 

Richard Hutchinson, Vancouver, Canada 

 
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! 

"May they be secure who love you!"1 

 
When Donald Trump announced his intention to move the American 
Embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, it generated a fierce response from 
other world leaders. A UN resolution against the move was passed almost 
unanimously, but defeated by the USA's veto. Amidst the outcry, however, 
there were some who celebrated the announcement, and among the most 
vocal were evangelical Christians ('evangelical' being used to differentiate 
them from churches that are often termed 'liberal').  In cheering the 
controversial move, such Evangelicals were remaining consistent with a 
long-documented history of championing Israeli interests, which has seen 
them supporting the Zionist mission to establish a modern Jewish state 
and, since Israel's recognition by the UN, has seen powerful Evangelical 
interests lobbying for pro-Israel foreign policy in the West. It's an agenda 
many in the world don't understand and often draws outrage from those 
who see Israel as an aggressive occupying force. 
 
Students of the Bible have a fairly clear picture of what the future holds in 
the Middle East before the return of Jesus Christ to reign, and Israel being 
restored in the Promised Land is seen as a major piece of the eschatological 
jigsaw. The Finger of Prophecy2 traces very well the tempestuous 20th 
Century timeline, from the Balfour Agreement, through the various aliyahs 
and the conflicts that sprung up around them, as Jews returned in their 
hundreds of thousands to settle in then ancestral territory. The fulfilment 
of prophecy3 has been witnessed as little Israel, aided by powerful friends, 
dug deep and established an extraordinarily resilient presence in the area, 
flourishing quickly and developing into a recognised nation state. It is 
natural for Christians to consider prophecy being fulfilled as a positive 
move in God's plans, and it goes a long way to explain why not only the 
above-mentioned 'evangelicals', but also many within Churches of God, 
express a clear support of Israel's interests in biblically assigned territory. 
God makes it clear in the New Testament that the Jews are still a chosen 
people, and He still has a plan to redeem them to His glory, which will be to 
the furtherance of our own experience of His blessing.4 We are natural 
allies, in short, as far as a long term vision is concerned, though Jews in 
unbelief may now be at enmity with us as regards the gospel.5 
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David wrote, Pray for the peace of Jerusalem in Ps.122; words often quoted 
in prayer when we consider the situation in the Middle East. It is 
unfortunate that 'Jerusalem' is often taken to mean simply the present city 
and, more broadly, the State of Israel and its sitting administration. 
Moreover, the 'peace' prayed for seems mostly limited to physical peace 
from attack and political peace from those critical of Israel's treatment of 
its neighbours.  We know that the Hebrew word shalom, however, means 
much more than peace from opposition. Shalom describes a soundness or 
wholeness of being - peace of body, of mind and of spirit, in which all things 
are as they should be in God's purposes. 
 
That deeper, more perfect peace should be our true prayer for hard-
hearted Israel. That they might be restored, not only physically within the 
land of God's promise, but restored to the intent of their former covenant 
with God, exhibiting more of His nature and character. The answer for 
Israel still lies in their Messiah, if they will only seek Him. 
 
David's call to pray for the peace of Jerusalem does not bind us to endorse 
what is being done in the name of the current State of Israel when it 
doesn't conform to the purposes of God. The agenda and methodology of 
any one administration or figurehead within a political ideation of the 
people of Israel should not be conflated with the true 'Israel' of God's heart. 
His people as they should be. 
 
The very name of the people calls to mind God's straggle with them. When 
we pray for God's purposes in the Promised Land ahead of end times, we 
do so aware that a reckoning awaits for Israel and that should salt our 
prayers with the soberness of knowing that God's perfect will can be 
terrible in its workings.  Israel needs our prayers. Her neighbours do too. 
Both need to know the shalom of God and we should pray that Israel is 
recalled to it, that all benefit from their finding it. and that Israel's ancient 
calling as a kingdom of priests witnessing to the nations is answered, to 
God's glory, in due time. 
 
References:  
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Expectant Prayer 

An interview with Rhoda King, Manchester, England about her 
experience of praying with groups of women in Myanmar. 
 
Before we begin, Rhoda, may we ask you to set the scene for us? 
Rejoice in the Lord always...Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is 
near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of 
God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus.1  
 
Well-known verses, easily quoted, but maybe not so easily put into practice 
on a consistent basis. However, evidence of enjoying the promise they 
contain, because of obedience to each part of the command has been a 
delightful and a chastening part of my experience with many of my sisters 
in Christ in Myanmar. It was a delight to share in weekly sisters' prayer 
gatherings and spontaneous times of prayer whilst visiting homes or 
chatting on some path around the halls, where requests for prayer and 
talking about their God became a natural part of conversation. 
 
What did you find most striking about their prayers? 
In all cultures, Christians experience the same potentially debilitating 
issues of trials, disappointments, anxiety, etc. In most, if not all, of the 
Myanmar church gatherings, the women outnumber the men. Some are 
widows, and there are many married women with husbands or sons away 
from home on a long-term basis. Some are at sea; some are working 
abroad; some travel backwards and forwards for weeks or months at a 
time; while others are away looking for work and wives and mothers don't 
know when they will return or in some cases where they are. For some of 
these women and their children, money is scarce and the strain of 
uncertainty very hard. However, instead of self-pity, blame, debilitating 
fear, and so on, the main focus of most of the sisters who shared prayer 
concerns with me was, amazingly, on the spiritual protection and spiritual 
maturity for their menfolk - coupled with requests for a sense of spiritual 
responsibility. 
 
Rhoda, was there a particular quality about their prayers that drew 
your attention? 
One highlight was their sense of expectancy. In the Chin Hills, where life is 
very simple and labour-intensive, women give thanks for food because 
their prayers for daily bread have been answered. It's in the same way that 
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they joyfully give thanks and praise to our God when there is recovery 
from illness or freedom from pain, or safety in travel. This same expectant 
faith is exercised, too, where our God has given no promise of requests 
being answered in the way we would like them to be. There is a seeming 
expectancy for healing, freedom from pain, the salvation of friends, the 
restoration of wayward disciples, and protection against involvement in 
sin. This is because it is known that God can do it, and when He does, He is 
praised and thanked for the answers. If it's not exactly what was asked for, 
He is still praised and given the glory for supplying strength and comfort 
where needed. 
 
I had the privilege of joining in sisters' prayer times where reading and a 
thought from the Bible is a spiritual lifeline for those among them who 
cannot read. Prayer points were shared by each as they spoke of concerns: 
for fellow Christian brothers and sisters, then families and then own 
personal lives. Then each sister prayed: either standing up or kneeling on 
the floor when it was her turn. Although there was no translating at this 
point, the reverent demeanour and obvious fervour they showed caused 
me to reflect on my often casual physical posture, comparing it with the 
many scriptural references to kneeling, bowing and prostrating, etc. in 
prayer. It was not too difficult to catch their Tedim word for Father, God 
and Jesus and this, along with the tone of voice used, enabled me to 
recognise when God was being praised or appealed to. 
 
What, do you think, was the main way in which your experience was of 
value to you personally? 
My experiences of praying with sisters at home have undoubtedly been 
valuable in terms of enabling the growth and nurturing of spiritual bonds. 
Obviously understanding what each other is saying is part of what enables 
this to happen. On my last trip to Myanmar on a few occasions such 
spiritual bonding was made possible when having prayer times with one or 
two women in the homes of friends in the Chin Hills. We had the joy of 
knowing what each other was saying because Michelle, our translator, felt 
able, with the agreement of all involved, to translate sentences and phrases 
as we prayed. There was sweet fellowship from oneness of mind in praise 
and request made to the God whom we love, who has promised His 
presence and attention when we come to speak to Him. 
 
Thank you, Rhoda, for that insight which readers will, we're sure, find 
enlightening. 
 
Reference: (1) Phil.4:4-7 NIV, 1984 
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Mission 

- Not far from the kingdom 

Kevin Beal, Brantford, Canada 

 
While in Malawi on Monday 1st September, 2014, I was prevailed upon by 
Joseph Beka that I should go to his family home situated near to our church 
compound in Chilomoni. His father, Moses Beka, and two men from 
Mozambique were there waiting for me.  Many years before, Moses had 
migrated to Malawi because of the war in Mozambique. He and his family 
now belong to the Church of God in Chilomoni. For twenty years, he has 
been wanting to lead 'his (Mozambican) people' to the 'promised land' 
associated with the rest that is to be found in God's house. 
 
I had earlier been asked to go to Mozambique to teach about the biblical 
concept of God's house, however time had not permitted. This, however, 
wasn't going to stop the keen Mozambicans from meeting me, as they took 
it upon themselves to travel to Chilomoni. I had the opportunity that day to 
review with them some of the basic fundamentals of a Church of God: these 
being the same truths that they had heard from Moses over the years. 
 
The two men are leaders of several groups of believers living up in the 
Mozambique mountains. They were very pleased to meet me and pleaded 
with me to go visit them on location as soon as possible. I was able to send 
them home with some copies of this magazine, Needed Truth. They also 
insisted on taking a few photos with me to show as proof to the other 
believers in their home location that progress was being made towards 
their desire of being numbered amongst God's people. 
 
At precisely 5 a.m. on February 24th, 2016, I finally had the opportunity to 
set out to meet these groups of believers in Mozambique, accompanied by 
Moses and Joseph. For their part, about 150 of them walked for hours to 
meet us in two different locations near the Malawian/ Mozambican border.  
One group was unable to cross over the border so we had to go to them. 
This required us to paddle across the river in a dugout canoe. Upon arrival, 
we were warmly welcomed with singing. We studied God's Word sitting in 
the long grass under the shade of a baobab tree. There, under its shade, I 
sensed the Lord's hand leading these believers to His house. As we 
departed, they stood on the shoreline singing to us until we could see each 
other no longer. 
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After this great experience, Moses was encouraged to return to them at the 
end of the year taking copies of the helpful Hayes Press book entitled 
'Where is God's House Today?' These, and eight other groups around the 
Malawi/Mozambique border, have been cultivated by Moses over the last 
10-20 years. We pay tribute to his faithful service, in this respect like that 
of his great namesake.  Thanks be to God, in September, 2017, I was able to 
visit the eight other groups. Brian Johnston, Moses Beka, Joseph Beka and I 
went on a mission to Mozambique. The Adversary strongly tried to 
interfere with the desire of leading these people to God's house. Time and 
again, Satan attempted to block us from reaching these faithfully waiting 
believers. It was well worth the effort. Moses' reaction was to exclaim: 
"Give thanks to God because of what has been done by the visit of our 
brothers. Many years have gone by without anyone else visiting 
Mozambique. This visit has made me, and the people in Mozambique, even 
more enthusiastic towards the service of God!" 
 
The main contact there is Silver Gopani who has the oversight of the eight 
groups. They all danced with exuberant joy to see us. Some hadn't seen a 
white man before; and then two came at once!  It was a truly heart-
warming privilege to meet them and be embraced by their welcome. As 
Joseph comments: "These people in Mozambique are loving, dedicated to 
the Word, committed to God's work and they love singing praises to His 
name." We found this to be true, and after giving comprehensive teaching, 
we then asked detailed questions to satisfy ourselves that their 
understanding was clear. It was, in fact on the basis of their clear answers, 
we might wonder what can hinder these people being established as a 
Church of God in the very near future? This group could then be a 
bridgehead for later development to the others, of whom at least three of 
the other groups were "not far from the kingdom.” (Mark 12:34 NIV) 
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From the Editors' Desk 

Issue 3 - 2018 

 
All authority...all nations.1 

 
Contributors to NT magazine come from a variety of countries around the 
globe - from the Philippines in the east to North America in the west. 
Articles in this issue take us biblically to Ancient Persia and Moab, Israel, 
Greece and Italy, and geographically to Birmingham in the English 
Midlands and Munlai in the Chin Hills of Myanmar (formerly Burma). 
 
Add to these the subjects that are covered; as well as the people who 
feature in the articles, you can read of the new birth, prejudice, jealousy, 
worship and prayer. You will agree that there is a wide canvas and much to 
read, enjoy and consider. As Peter reminds us, 'the basic premise of the 
Churches of God, who publish this magazine, is that the Bible is the 
revealed Word of God...and authoritative'. Thus, while there is a diversity of 
subjects, there is a unity of structure and purpose. 
 
The poet says of the Bible that: 
'It is the chart and compass  
That, o'er life's surging sea,  
'Mid mists and rocks and quicksands  
Still guide, O Christ, to Thee.'2 
 
Jesus said: whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal 
life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.3 And: 
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.4  Also: 
The one who rejects me and does not receive my words has a judge; the word 
that I have spoken will judge him on the last day.5 

 
Authoritative and affirmative! 

Robert 
 
References:  
(1) Matt.28:18-19 (2) W.W. How, O Word of God Incarnate (3) Jn 5:24 (4) 
Lk.21:33 (5) Jn 12:48  
Bible quotations from the ESV. 
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New birth, new taste 

Sean Johnston, Belfast, N. Ireland 

 
Therefore...like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk.1 

 

With the word 'therefore', the apostle Peter is linking the end of chapter 
one with the start of chapter two of his first letter, and he is encouraging us 
to compare our new spiritual birth with the natural birth of a baby. Our 
new birth comes through the Word of God as it plays a vital role in our life. 
We are born again of seed that is imperishable, through the living and 
enduring word of God.2 This seed will grow if nurtured in the right 
conditions and, unlike grass and flowers that will wither and fall, the life 
produced from this seed is permanent, as the seed producing it endures 
forever.3 

 
So how are we to be like a newborn baby? We can begin to understand how 
Nicodemus must have felt when he asked, "How can this be?"4  We've all 
heard the noise of a newborn baby: whether in our home, at a coffee shop 
or in the supermarket, there is that unmistakable, high-pitched cry. One of 
the reasons why the baby might be crying is that it is hungry. 

 
Do you remember the days immediately following your conversion, how 
you hated all that was sinful and how you thirsted for righteousness?5 
 

As the deer pants for streams of water, 
So my soul pants for you, my God. 
My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.6 

 
Do we crave spiritual milk as we used to? Maybe we need to re-examine 
our taste, desire and yearning for the Word of God. The problem is, as we 
grow older the filtering of the world and its noise has a detrimental effect 
on our senses.  The mother's milk for her newborn is perfectly designed as 
the ideal food, nourishing the baby for growth and immunising it against 
many illnesses. Similarly, the Word of God nourishes us as we grow in 
accordance with our salvation7 and protects Christians (who read it) from 
spiritual malaise. In this context, the spiritual milk is also for those 
advanced in learning and not only to be given when we feel we're ready for 
it.8 For even the most advanced among us in knowledge and attainment, 
are newborn babies in comparison with what we shall be one day: 'Nobody 
ever outgrows Scripture; the book widens and deepens with our years.'9 
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Growth is exciting. How many have growth charts for their children on a 
doorframe of their home, showing their previous heights with the 
corresponding date? The children get excited to see how they've grown. So, 
too, should God's children. We should be excited if, indeed, we have 'tasted' 
that the Lord is good.10 For this is what the new birth gives us: a new taste. 
 
When Jonathan and the Israelite army were pursuing the Philistines 
through a wood, he came across some honey. Tired from the pursuit, the 
men's strength was failing. King Saul had decided that the army should not 
rest until their enemy was avenged. However, Jonathan, without knowing 
this, ate some of the honey. Once he had tasted it, he exclaimed, "See how 
my eyes brightened when I tasted a little of this honey. How much better it 
would have been if the men had eaten today..."11 Sometimes we make 
decisions to save time in the busyness of life - making economies in our 
Bible reading time, prayer time or family time - forgetting that, although 
the final victory has been won, the spiritual battle still rages on around us. 
We need the continuing sustenance of the Word of God.12 

 
Unlike the other senses where you can see, hear, or even smell from a 
distance; taste involves touching with the tongue. We have to personally 
draw close to feed on God's Word. Once tasted, we do not only eat it to live, 
but we live to eat it - we will crave it. Don't let anything keep you from 
hungering after God's Word. 
 
References:  
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At the Core 

- Worship that warms 

Craig Jones, Toronto, Canada 

 
Over 20 years ago, a small group of us led a young people's weekend 
retreat in the English Lake District, at which we considered the subject of 
'worship'. We asked the young people to form small groups and to discuss 
what they thought 'worship' actually meant. From the feedback we 
received, we then agreed, as a group, on a definition, which was: 'Worship 
is the expression of the realization of who we are before God.' That's not a 
bad definition. However, I might be inclined to modify it slightly to say that 
'worship is the expression of our realization of who God is.' The Oxford 
English Dictionary has it: 'The feeling or expression of reverence and 
adoration for a deity.' For Christians, of course, that deity is the one true 
God of heaven and earth - the only person to whom worship should be 
given!1 

 
Throughout the generations since the early churches of God of the New 
Testament, many forms of worship to God have developed, with varying 
degrees of ritual and ceremony. We might justifiably wonder what God gets 
from all this diversity (and in some cases contradiction) of practice, and to 
what extent the principle of 'good, better and best' might apply. If it's an 
appropriate question to be exercised about - and God's precision in 
specifying how the Israelites were to worship and serve Him strongly 
suggests that it is - then it's good to look at what the early churches of 
believers in the Lord did and to seek to emulate that example of authentic, 
collective Christian worship today. 
 
Acts 2:41-42 are often pointed to as, effectively, an executive summary, or 
prescription, of the core activities to which the first church of God in 
Jerusalem were continually devoting themselves. The service and worship of 
those first local churches of Christian believers revolved around these 
important activities, which must have become defining hallmarks of the 
first-century community of believers in the Lord Jesus. 
 
It's no surprise, either, to find the 'breaking of the bread' featuring as one 
of those important core activities, which together constitute expressions of 
worship of the church. The simple format of that memorial 
commemoration, involving broken bread and poured-out wine individually 
distributed to the gathered disciples, was given by the Lord Himself in an 
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upper room, when He commanded His disciples to "do this in remembrance 
of Me."2 On that fateful night, when we would think that the mind of the 
Lord could so easily have been distracted by so many unsettling thoughts 
about what was soon to happen to Him, with loving forethought and clarity 
of mind, He gave this simple, yet profound, ordinance to those whom He 
had called, and whom He loved to the uttermost, as an ongoing reminder of 
all that He was about to do for them - and indeed for us also! Paul received 
the very same instructions concerning the simplicity of that remembrance 
by direct revelation from the Lord Jesus Himself.3 

 
In their accounts of the events of that evening, both Matthew and Mark 
record for us that, after the Lord had instituted the remembrance, they 
sang a hymn.4 How wonderfully appropriate now, too, that such a 
profound, poignant and touching commemoration of the sacrifice of the 
Lord Jesus should be followed by a joint singing of praise, as a heartfelt, 
collective response and expression of worship! In fact Paul, in his lengthy 
and instructive teaching to the Church of God in Corinth about the order 
and format of church gatherings, specifically mentions psalms as one of the 
elements included when the church gathered for worship.5 The speaking of 
psalms, hymns and spiritual songs6 was also encouraged by Paul as a 
means for believers to exhort one another in their daily faith, and so 
replicating that practice in their collective experience of sung worship as a 
church was both natural and appropriate. 
 
We also observe in Paul's teaching to the church in Corinth, that 
expressions of praise to God by the brothers in the church were part of that 
particular collective worship experience.7 This resonates wonderfully with 
the encouragement of Heb.13:15, for us to continually offer up a sacrifice of 
praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name. Sacrifices 
of praise articulated in these ways - audibly by the brothers and silently by 
the sisters - constitute the spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ8 which are the willing obligation of those living stones whom 
the Lord constitutes a spiritual house for a holy priesthood.9 
 
So then, if all that speaks largely of the format and procedure of that aspect 
of the collective worship of a biblical church of God, what of the substance, 
the content? It's instructive for us to appreciate, even on a simple level, the 
truths of the types and shadows of the Bible and particularly how the 
sacrifices associated with the old covenant involving God's ancient people 
Israel, symbolically spoke so much of the person and work of the Lord 
Jesus Christ who came to fulfil them all. It's no coincidence that the first 
declaration concerning the Lord Jesus, as He undertook His public ministry, 
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identified Him as "the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world."10 
The significance of that declaration to those who were so familiar with the 
necessary use of lambs in the sacrifices of the burnt offering, the sin 
offering and the Passover especially, would resonate deeply. So, as the Lord 
Himself invites us to remember Him - His life, His ministry, His death, His 
resurrection - in the bread and wine, so the typology of the old covenant 
sacrifices invites us to similarly consider the one who fulfils them, in the 
sacrifices of praise which follow, offered as expressions of thankful 
worship to His God and Father.11 

 
Our earlier verse in Heb.13:15 speaks both of 'sacrifice' and 'fruit'. We can 
readily link that with the Son of God who is appropriately the main focus of 
the substance, the content of our worship - the one who, as the grain of 
wheat, died in sacrificing Himself and in so doing has produced a great 
fruitful harvest.12 However, it's clear that these descriptors are to apply to 
the spiritual offerings that we bring to the Lord in collective worship. The 
reality of 'cost' is inextricably bound up in both these words. 'Fruit' is only 
forthcoming in any endeavour after a lot of patient and diligent work has 
been put in - a labour of love, often.  
 
Likewise, such patient and diligent work invariably demands 'sacrifice' of 
some sort. As we think about the spiritual sacrifices that we would bring in 
worship to the Lord, we can learn a lot from the example of the psalmist 
who wrote, 
 

My heart overflows with a good theme; 
I address my verses to the King; 
My tongue is the pen of a ready writer.13 

 
The 'verses' can also mean the 'workmanship' or 'composition' of the 
psalmist, which he addressed or presented to the King, who was also its 
subject and theme. There can be no greater theme, no greater subject for 
the substance of our worship offerings than the one who is the "King of 
kings, and Lord of lords"14 and the one who is a great King over all the 
earth.15 It's good for us, then, to invest, as a labour of love and sacrifice, the 
necessary time in meditation in the Word of God. As we focus on the 
wonders of our God and on the loveliness of the Lord Jesus, the fruit that 
will inevitably come can be expressed from our hearts to our lips as an 
acceptable offering in worship to God who is worthy. When such offerings 
consistently characterize the expressions of our appreciation of who the 
Lord is and what He has done, then not only is God glorified and honoured, 
but we will all come away from our time of remembrance with hearts 
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warmed by our adoration of the one who first loved us! Surely the joy of 
collective worship delights the heart of God, but also enriches the offerer. 
 
The principles of 'sacrifice' and 'fruit' apply equally to all the activities that 
we engage in collectively as a church and to the extent that these activities 
seek to honour and glorify the Lord, to proclaim His worth amongst 
ourselves or to others, they are expressions of worship. Our faithful and 
loving adherence to the many commands and exhortations that are 
embraced in the teaching of the Lord, and how they can be given 
expression in our collective service, provide many wonderful additional 
opportunities for us to continue to declare our heartfelt appreciation of 
who the Lord is. 
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Pet.2:5b (9) 1 Pet.2:5a (10) Jn 1:29 (11) Rom.15:6 (12) Jn 12:24 (13) 
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A Good King of Judah 

- King Hezekiah 

Getting the priorities right 

Lennie Shaw, Swindon, England 

 
And he did what was right in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his 
father David had done.1 

 
In the first year of his reign, in the first month, he opened the doors of the 
house of the LORD and repaired them. Then he brought in the priests and the 
Levites, and gathered them in the East Square, and said to them: "Hear me, 
Levites! Now sanctify yourselves, sanctify the house of the LORD God of your 
fathers, and carry out the rubbish from the holy place."2 

 
Hezekiah became king of Judah at the tender age of 25. He had no positive 
parental role model to follow, indeed it is written of his father that 
Ahaz...did not do what was right in the sight of the LORD his God.3 

 

That verse hardly seems to do justice to what Ahaz was guilty of, as he 
indulged in child sacrifice to idols. Hezekiah made it his purpose to remove 
these places of idol worship in Judah, while restoring the worship of the 
God of heaven in a nation that had badly lost its way. It was indicative of 
Hezekiah's attitude of heart that it was in the first month, of the first year 
of his reign that he determined to put right those things that had gone so 
wrong for Judah.  He knew the vital importance of putting the Lord first 
and he wasn't going to be delayed in restoring the worship of the God 
whose name was associated with his own, the name Hezekiah meaning 
'Yahweh is my strength'. 
 
A rather sorry state of affairs greeted him as work began to cleanse the 
temple. It was found disused, doors closed and boarded up, and full of 
rubbish. How far Judah had fallen from the days of David, for whom 
worship was a priority in life, and also from the day that Solomon 
dedicated the temple when the priests could not continue ministering 
because of the cloud; for the glory of the LORD filled the house of God.4 

 
The temple, at one time filled with the glory of Almighty God, was now 
filled with rubbish. It provides a sobering lesson for us all, that to neglect 
the worship of God results in disaster! What a transformation, though, 
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when the temple had finally been cleansed. The example of this godly king 
was influencing others now, and so it was that the Levites sang praise to 
the Lord.  Moreover King Hezekiah and the leaders commanded the Levites 
to sing praise to the LORD with the words of David and of Asaph the seer. So 
they sang praises with gladness, and they bowed their heads and 
worshipped.5 
 

Hezekiah also reinstated the Passover feast, And Hezekiah sent to all Israel 
and Judah, and also wrote letters to Ephraim and Manasseh, that they should 
come to the house of the LORD at Jerusalem, to keep the Passover to the 
LORD God of Israel.6  Perhaps we can relate to the disappointing response 
when the invitation went to Ephraim and Manasseh, and as far as Zebulun, 
where they laughed at them and mocked them.7 Others did respond to the 
invitation, however, and joined together with the people of Judah to keep 
the Passover. 
 
Hezekiah takes the lead again as we read. Hezekiah gave encouragement to 
all the Levites who taught the good knowledge of the LORD; and they ate 
throughout the feast seven days, offering peace offerings and making 
confession to the LORD God of their fathers. Then the whole assembly agreed 
to keep the feast another seven days, and they kept it another seven days with 
gladness.8 
The example and influence of this godly king had such a profound effect 
upon his people that they extended the Passover feast for another seven 
days - and the next bit is crucial - with gladness. 
 
The lesson for each of us surely is to strive to be that godly inspiration, that 
example to one another, to get rid of the rubbish that prevents worship 
being the God-glorifying, joyful experience that it should be, and as a result 
maybe we will find that we, too, wish we could continue with gladness to be 
found continually in His things. 
 
2 Kgs.18:5-6 sums up the life and character of good King Hezekiah. He 
trusted in the LORD God of Israel, so that after him was none like him among 
all the kings of Judah, nor who were before him. For he held fast to the LORD; 
he did not depart from following Him, but kept His commandments. 
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A Gentile monarch 

- Cyrus the Persian 

David Viles, Hayes, England 

 
Mene, mene, tekel, upharsin 
 
The writing was on the wall for mighty Babylon, weighed and found 
wanting.1 Its final doom was fast approaching in an implosion of pent-up 
anger and resentment;2 the double doors of the ancient city would be left 
open and the gates of bronze shattered, the victorious Medo-Persian forces 
entering without battle.3 

 
This event (539BC) was auspicious for all the peoples under Babylon's 
sway, marking a significant point in the unveiling of God's purposes both 
for His ancient people and the whole world. "Behold, " said the Lord God, "I 
will do a new thing, now it shall spring forth...This people I have formed for 
Myself; they shall declare My praise."4 The hinge of Biblical history was 
opening eastwards - a new force was now to be reckoned with, centred in 
present-day Iran. As Jeremiah prophesied,5 the 70 years of captivity in 
Babylon were ending with a new dawn of hope, and the future course of 
divine purpose was to be set in train by the new king - Cyrus the Persian 
(c590-529BC). 
 
Cyrus the Great 
Cyrus' rise was meteoric. From his origins as ruler of the small Persian 
kingdom of Anshan in south-west Iran, Cyrus conquered his overlords - the 
Medes - in 550BC, forming the bipartite empire referred to in Daniel 
chapter two. Shortly afterwards, he became master of the whole of Asia 
Minor, and of Macedonia in Europe. During the 540s Cyrus pushed north 
and east, eventually becoming the ruler of a vast empire stretching from 
modern-day Greece to the borders of India and Egypt. Behind these 
achievements was the mind of a shrewd military strategist and 
administrator, who not only succeeded in conquering the lands of his 
empire, but also in holding them. Cyrus enforced his will through the 
Persian army, and also by means of a decentralised system of provincial 
governors - satraps - drawn from the conquered territories themselves; we 
meet those responsible for the Palestinian province in Ezra.6 He welded his 
disparate lands together by a relatively enlightened toleration of local 
customs and religions - entirely novel for its time -so that even in 
Antiquity, Cyrus earned the epithet 'the Great'. 
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A chosen vessel 
The famous stone 'Cyrus Cylinder' records how Cyrus, 'great king, king of 
kings',3 allowed peoples exiled by the Babylonians to return to their native 
lands with their images and idols. Shrewd statecraft no doubt, but it was 
God who stirred up his spirit to command, in the first year of his reign in 
Babylon, the rebuilding of the Temple, together with the restoration of the 
articles of the house of the Lord taken as spoil by the Babylonians. His 
decree even extended to defraying the construction costs from the royal 
treasury.7 Isaiah was quite clear about the motive for these decisions - 
"Who raised up one from the east?...And made him rule over kings?...I, the 
LORD'."8 Cyrus is distinguished in scripture, uniquely for a Gentile king, as 
the Lord's anointed.9 How did the Jewish exiles in Babylon understand that 
their deliverer would be not from the anointed Davidic line, but a pagan 
king? Isaiah reassures them - it is God who calls Cyrus by name, who holds 
this king's right hand and goes before him to give him power and 
prosperity,10 who establishes Cyrus as 'My shepherd...saying to...the temple, 
"Your foundation shall be laid."11 All this 'For Jacob My servant's sake, and 
Israel My elect',12 so that God's people should once again declare His 
praise.4 

 
Cyrus' policy towards the Jewish exiles was magnanimous, yet we are told 
that he did not know God.13 The Cyrus Cylinder records him recognising 
the gods of Babylon in similar terms to the Lord God of heaven in his 
famous decree.14 It is a reminder that God moves in a mysterious way to 
work His sovereign will. Just as in the case of Pharaoh long before, He 
raised Cyrus up at exactly the right time to "show My power...that My name 
may be declared in all the earth."15 
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Praying... 

- In the Name 

Geralde Mag-usara, Davao, Philippines 

 
Praying in Jesus' name doesn't always mean that these words need to be 
included in the introduction or at the conclusion of our prayers. Nor does it 
mean miracles will happen whenever we use those words. The new 
command to pray in the name of our Lord Jesus was one He emphasized by 
repetition to His disciples when He was about to go to Calvary: 
 
"'Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the Father may he 
glorified in the Son. If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it."1 

"You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go 
and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of 
the Father in My name He may give to you."2 
"...ask the Father for anything in My name, He will give it you...ask in My 
name."3 
 
Is there a greater revelation about prayer? Is there a greater challenge to 
our asking? What does it mean? 
 
The acknowledgement of Christ as Saviour 
Jesus' name (Heb. Yehshua) means 'the LORD is salvation'.4 There is no 
other name in which salvation may be found; only the name of Jesus.5 We 
become God's children when we believe in His name.6 Our permanent 
position in Him as our Saviour gives us a confident ground from which to 
ask things from our heavenly Father. Praying in the name of Jesus 
acknowledges our position in Him, our Saviour. 
 
Carrying the sense of authority and permission 
It also means that He has given us authority as His representatives here on 
earth. Sometimes when I'm busy, I ask my wife to withdraw money from 
my bank account through my name. And the bank provides it, not because 
there's something magical in my name, but its use gives her the authority 
to represent me and the permission to act for me. It's the same when we 
pray in Jesus' name. Praying in His name means praying with His authority, 
believing that God will act because we come in the name of His Son, our 
Saviour. To prove such authority, it's not always necessary to make a 
prayer ending with the words "in Jesus' name". When our Lord said, 
"Whoever receives one such child in My name receives Me,"7 it is entirely 
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possible the situation merely implied the child came at the Lord's bidding, 
and with His permission. Later on in the same chapter He said, "If two of 
you agree on earth about anything that they may ask, it shall be done for 
them by My Father who is in heaven. For where two or three have gathered 
together in My name, I am there in their midst."8 The action of clearing a 
fault between two persons is to take place consciously before the Lord. The 
asking in that context is not explicitly said to be in Jesus' name, but the 
gathering is. It's clear that those involved are to deal with the matter by 
meeting together in these very particular circumstances under the 
authority of His name. 
 
Relying on His merit 
We come before God's throne of grace, not in our own merit, but in Jesus' 
merit. It's not about who we are and what we have accomplished when we 
pray in Jesus' name. Rather it's about who He is and what He has done for 
us. It's this that permits us to draw near to God through Him. The Father, 
who is well-pleased with His Son9 who fulfilled all His will, accepts the 
requests we make for His sake. 
 
Reflecting His character in our asking 
It's interesting to read Jesus' prayer, "I am no longer in the world; and yet 
they themselves are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep them 
in Your name, the name which You have given Me, that they may be one even 
as We are. While I was with them, I was keeping them in Your name which 
You have given Me; and I guarded them."10 The Lord had told His disciples 
that He had manifested the Father's name to them during His life. 
Everything the Lord said and did reflected the values and the character of 
His Father. His life showed what God was like. Now He prays that the 
disciples will continue to be kept in that name. In other words, He prays 
that they will continue to live by the same values that His own example had 
encouraged them to live by while He was with them.  If we are to pray in 
Jesus' name, then our prayers should reflect Jesus' own values and 
character. 
 
According to His will, and honouring to Him 
The Lord's command for us to pray in His name brings with it assurance 
that He will answer anything we ask that is according to the will of God and 
that will glorify and honour the Lord Jesus. This is the confidence which we 
have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 
And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have 
the requests which we have asked from Him.11 Praying in Jesus' name means 
praying according to the will of God. "Whatever you ask in My name, that 
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will I do, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask Me 
anything in My name, I will do it."12 Praying in Jesus' name means 
requesting things that honour and glorify the Father. 
 
Showing we are one with Him 
Praying in Jesus' name also signifies our legal, living and loving union with 
God's Son. For the first, we can think of people employed by someone else: 
what they do is done in the name of the other. The employee who runs a 
business for his employer, acts in the name of his employer, having had 
extended to him all the privileges that go with the power of his employer's 
name, in so far as the business is concerned. 
 
We are in God's kingdom business: to make disciples. We are working for 
Him, with the assigned task: "All authority has been given to Me in heaven 
and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 
them in [Gk. into] the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I commanded you."13 With this commission 
had come the words of assurance: "If you ask Me anything in My name, I will 
do it."14 The apostles immediately applied this: they preached boldly in the 
name of Jesus;15 healed the sick in the name of Jesus;16 and rebuked evil 
spirits in the name of Jesus.17 
 
Second, the union of life: a son bears his father's name, and because he has 
that name, there belong to him certain privileges. At conversion, we have a 
new birth status,18 through believing in His name.19 Our position is no 
longer outside of the family of God. We are joined vitally to the life of God 
through the new birth. We not only got more privileges when this 
happened to us, but God has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places in Christ.20 

 
Third, the union of love: a bride takes the name of her bridegroom. The 
Church which is the body of Christ is described in the Bible as Christ's 
bride - having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing.21 Each of these three 
aspects of union relate to our new position or status 'in Him' by the grace 
of God. 
 
Exemplifying our close communion 
Praying in Jesus' name amounts in practice to the same condition as 
abiding in 'the vine', the Lord. "If you abide in Me, and My words abide in 
you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you...whatever you ask of 
the Father in My name He may give to you."22 
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Christian praying is praying in the name of Jesus, in that we approach God, 
our heavenly Father, on the ground of salvation, and under our Saviour's 
authority. We pray with His permission, relying only on His merit. Our 
requests reflect His character, values and will, so bringing Him honour and 
glory. It is prayer that grows out from our union with the Lord, and is the 
fruit of our close communion with Him. 
 
References: 
(1) Jn 14:13-14 (2) Jn 15:16 (3) Jn 16:23-26 (4) see Matt.1:21 (5) Acts 4:12 
(6) Jn 1:12 (7) Matt.18:5 (8) Matt.18:19-20 (9) Matt.3:17 (10) Jn 17:11-12 
(11) 1 Jn 5:14-15 (12) Jn 14:13-14 (13) Matt.28:18-20 (14) Jn 14:14 (15) 
Acts 9:27 (16) Acts 3:6 (17) Acts 16:18 (18) Jn 3:5-7 (19) Jn 1:12 (20) 
Eph.1:3 (21) Eph.5:27 (22) Jn 15:7,16 
Bible quotations from the NASB. 



                       2017/18 -   189 

The Messianic Line 

- Ruth & Boaz 

Second best? 

Don Williamson, Littleton, USA 

 
Have you heard: 'God moves in a mysterious way His wonders to 
perform?'1 Well the love story of Ruth and Boaz is one of divine 
intervention and seeing the hand of God in the glove of circumstance. The 
Bible book of Ruth begins with Elimelech, Naomi and their two sons, 
Mahlon and Chilion, living in the land of Moab because of a severe famine 
in Israel. They chose to leave Bethlehem of Judah, the house of bread and 
praise, to do what might have seemed the best choice and, living in the 
times of the judges, every man did what was right in his own eyes.2 Going 
into a pagan land and culture would leave a tragic mark on the family, as 
Elimelech and his sons all died in the span often years. Naomi and her sons' 
wives, Ruth and Orpah, were left without immediate family and cut off 
from the protection and provision of the patriarchal clan. 
 
Orpah would return to her own people and gods, but Ruth would proclaim 
to Naomi, "for where you go, I will go, and where you lodge, I will lodge. Your 
people shall be my people and your God, my God."3 God's grace and 
sovereign will is beginning to be revealed, but for Naomi the pain was 
evident in her words, "do not call me Naomi (pleasant); call me Mara 
(bitter)."4 It is often difficult to see the grace and kindness of the Lord 
while suffering the consequences of our personal choices. Having returned 
to Bethlehem, Naomi and Ruth are about to see the hand of God 
demonstrate His love and redemption in a remarkable way. God is the 
orchestrator of this love story as it illustrates the purpose of God in 
providing salvation to the desperate, via a redeemer kinsman. Second best? 
Ruth as a Moabite would have been seen as having no hope, no God and 
separate from Israel, yet God is bringing about the very best, even though 
we might consider it to be a hopeless situation. 
 
What is about to take place is nothing short of remarkable. Of course, that 
is what God does! Boaz was a wealthy kinsman of the family of Elimelech, 
and Ruth was willing to glean alongside his reapers to provide food for 
Naomi and herself. God's grace is seen in Boaz. He was descended from 
Rahab, the Canaanite prostitute who received God's gracious offer of mercy 
and forgiveness, and became an adopted daughter in the family of God and 
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an heir of Abraham's promise. She went from the lowest of Canaanite 
society to the honourable place of wife to Salmon, the lineage from which 
Boaz would come. We will see soon just how highly favoured she was in 
the purposes of God. She might have felt ashamed of her past, a label that 
could have destroyed her life, but her belief in the living God gave her hope 
to overcome. Do you have a label, a past of mistakes and disappointments? 
God's grace sets us free and lifts us up to understand that we are children of 
God, and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ.5, 

 
The words of Boaz regarding Ruth are full of care, compassion and 
admiration. Ruth was faithful to the words and advice of Boaz and served 
Naomi through the barley and wheat harvests. A key question was asked 
by Naomi, "My daughter, shall I not seek security for you, that it may be well 
with you?"6 She wanted the best for Ruth and that she would have a secure 
bond in relationship with Boaz. Again, we see Ruth faithfully obeying the 
words of Naomi and demonstrating her honourable conduct toward Boaz. 
She sought his protection and covering, and Boaz responded by the offer to 
redeem her for she was a woman of 'excellence'. Rahab had a different path 
to a place in God's family than the path seen here for Ruth. But the grace of 
our God is seen in both women and His divine purpose is often fulfilled in 
those who are broken and hopeless. And all the people said of Ruth, "May 
the LORD make the woman who is coming into your home like Rachel and 
Leah, both of whom built the house of Israel."7 Once redeemed, Ruth rejoices 
in marriage to Boaz and in the birth of Obed (the second redeemer of the 
story8 who secures the future of the family once more). Obed was the 
father of Jesse, the father of David...in the line of the Messiah, the redeemer 
of all mankind. 
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Women Working for God 

- Phoebe 

Brian & Rosemary Johnston, Leigh, England 

 
Before Paul signs off his letter to the Romans, he includes some personal 
greetings and commendations. First in that list is Phoebe. She is presented 
as an honoured visitor.  At the time, Paul was located in Cenchreae, a port 
city near Corinth in Greece. It seems that Phoebe was a wealthy woman 
with a reputation there for personal generosity among those in the church 
and towards Paul himself. Two colourful words describe her. 
 
Servant 
The original Greek word is diakonos variously translated as 'servant', 
'minister' or 'deacon'. For many years, scholars were agreed that diakonia 
always meant 'waiting at tables' or some other humble social service of a 
charitable or benevolent nature. Now, most occurrences of the word are 
better understood to mean 'the carrying out of a commissioned task' or 
even being some kind of emissary or envoy, and often a spokesperson - 
someone liaising between churches as an authorised representative.1 

 
Robertson writes, 'The only question here is whether [diakonos] is used in 
a general sense or in a technical sense as in Phil.1:1 and 1 Tim.3:8-13. In 
favour of the technical sense of 'deacon' or 'deaconess' is the addition of...of 
the church.'2 Either way, it means Phoebe was, at that moment at least, 
acting on behalf of the church in Cenchreae. But in what sense?  Paul 
recommends Phoebe in the same terms that he did Tychicus to the church 
in Colossae.3 God was using her to spread the good news. It's possible that 
Paul used this influential woman to carry his Bible letter to Rome 
(supported by his personal commendation of her to the church there), thus 
carrying in the folds of her clothing the priceless treasure that would live 
on as the grandest ever apologetic of the Christian Gospel. Phoebe was 
seen as a trusted messenger. 
 
Patroness 
Phoebe is also described as a patron of many (Gk: 'prostatis'). This is 
another much debated word variously translated 'helper', 'succourer', 
'patron' or 'benefactor'. Thayer's Greek Lexicon states that this word 
means 'a woman set over others', or 'a female guardian, protectress, 
patroness, caring for the affairs of others and aiding them with her 
resources'.  In modern analogy, patronage acted as an informal 'welfare 
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system', a reciprocal relationship between the upper and lower classes. In 
exchange for a daily allowance, the client was at the patron's call.4 

 
It had been argued that there were no female patrons in 1st Century 
Greece. However, Bruce Winter5 cites Junia Theodora as a wealthy citizen 
of Corinth, and a benefactress who also had an inscription of letters in her 
honour which was discovered in 1959. 
 
Phoebe, as a patron, would likely have been a financially independent 
woman, possibly travelling to Rome on an 800-mile business trip. 
Seemingly, she gave financial help, or used her contacts and influence on 
behalf of others. Paul, the missionary, benefited from her patronage. Now 
he is asking the church in Rome to help Phoebe in a way that she has 
helped many. 
 
This independent, generous and influential woman had a servant heart - 
serving God, serving the local church and supporting the mission work of 
the Apostle Paul. She was a reliable and trustworthy emissary between 
churches, carrying the very words of God. 
 
Service in a church of God takes many different forms. The example of 
Phoebe challenges us: Am I able to reach out to help another Christian in 
my church, using all that is within my means, finances and skill set? Am I 
trustworthy and reliable in my relationships and in all that I do for the 
Lord - qualities that cannot be underestimated?6 
 
References: 
(1) Collins, John N, Diakonia: Re-interpreting the Ancient Sources, Oxford 
University Press, 2009 (2) Robertson, A.T., Word Pictures in the New 
Testament (3) Col.4:7-9 (4) Bell, Exploring the New Testament World, 191-
92. (5) Winter, Bruce W., Roman Wives, Roman Widows; The Appearance 
of New Women and the Pauline Communities, Eerdmans Publishing Co, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan/Cambridge UK 2003 (6) e.g. 1 Tim.3:11  
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Respectable Sins  

- Jealousy 

Gareth Andrews, Belfast, N. Ireland 

 
Jealousy is about relationships and often it's complicated. Jealousy can 
make a person furious -irrational, uncontrollably angry and even violently 
vengeful.1 Jealousy is fierce as the grave, its flashes are flashes of fire.2 Wrath 
is cruel, anger is overwhelming, 
but who can stand before jealousy?3  Feeling jealous is not a choice we 
consciously make but it can drive us to make terrible choices. In light of 
these clear warnings from God's Word, is there any way that we could see 
jealousy as a lesser sin, something that naturally affects everyone but 
something that we can control?  On the other hand, God describes Himself 
as a jealous God4 - so is it even a sin at all? Can the jealousy we feel actually 
be ok, respectable or even good? In order to consider that question, we 
need to explore what jealousy is and what causes us to feel it. 

 
The human impact of jealousy 
Envy, put simply, is wanting something that someone else has. Prov.14:30 
(NIV) astutely describes the devastating effect of this sin: A heart at peace 
gives life to the body, but envy rots the bones. Envy is the opposite of peace, 
and is insidious and corrosive to the fabric of our mental health.  Jealousy is 
different from envy because it is about relationships and third parties. 
Jealousy is a more complex, nuanced emotion that often goes beyond 
reason and can prey on our pre-existing insecurities. As children, we can be 
jealous of praise or attention shown to another sibling. Growing up, we can 
be jealous of change if a friend of ours becomes more friendly with 
someone else. As a worker, we can be jealous if someone else gets that 
promotion or pay rise.  
 
Perhaps most commonly, though, it is provoked in romantic relationships, 

There are some sins that we judge to be very serious and agree 
that they are worthy of punishment - or at the very least require 
repentance and a change of behaviour. There are other attitudes 
that some may see as more minor character flaws. 
But, more to the point, how does God view them? 
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where we feel that our partner is giving something or someone a higher 
place or priority than us. It could be something as devastating as infidelity; 
it could be something seemingly neutral like pursuing a career if it is at the 
expense of spending time together, or potentially even something that of 
itself is good like loving your children - if, for example, there's a perception 
that your spouse is concentrating so much on their wellbeing that they 
have no time left for your relationship. 
 
In Gal.5:19-21, Paul specifically includes both envy and jealousy amongst a 
list of pretty serious sins - the works of the flesh -with jealousy included 
between strife and fits of anger. The root of the word here means to be 
heated like water until bubbling and boiling over. The scholar Joseph 
Thayer has described it as 'boiling anger, love, zeal, for what is good or 
bad.' In fact, this is the same word used in Jn 2:17 when the disciples saw 
Jesus drive the moneychangers out of His Father's house, remembering 
that it was written in the Old Testament, Zeal for your house has consumed 
me.5 So we can see that, just as there is such a thing as righteous anger, 
there can be such a thing as righteous or divine jealousy. 
 
Jealousy in us is like fear or anger, in that it is the provoked response to 
real or imaginary threats - a reaction to the perceived risk from a third 
party of losing something that we have, or even want. As such, it is rooted 
in our insecurities. It can be a visceral, innate response to our own fears, 
then, as well as to the actions of others. Often the pain and hurt we feel, we 
convert into blame and anger towards those we love. Some academics see 
jealousy as a survival mechanism, an emotional warning sign that 
relationships may be under threat, telling us that corrections need to be 
made. God's Word describes the effects of jealousy in our sinful selves 
variously as something that can make us burn hot with anger, consume us, 
and leave us bitter and empty - as if the heat makes the very love within us 
boil and evaporate leaving only emptiness and a bitter residue. How sad, 
then, that it is our love that can provoke these impulses that so often hurt 
us, the object of our affection, and even destroy the love itself. 
 
Divine jealousy 
What then distinguishes the jealousy of God so often from ours and why 
does it matter? God gave the ten commandments to the people saying, You 
shall have no other gods before me...for I the LORD your God am a jealous 
God.6 Moses later warned the people of Israel: Take care, lest you forget the 
covenant of the LORD your God, which he made with you, and make a carved 
image, the form of anything that the LORD your God has forbidden you. For 
the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God.7 
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The jealousy of God is also provoked through the threat to a relationship 
and it too is borne of love, but the major difference is that the (righteous) 
anger that comes through (divine) jealousy never displaces the (perfect) 
love and compassion. The jealousy of God could never be borne out of 
selfishness or insecurity. Instead it is a measure of the love that He has for 
us, and the value that He places in relationship with us - it is for our good. 
God made a covenant with Abram and later with his descendants, the 
children of Israel. God Almighty chose to enter into a relationship with His 
creation, even though He knew perfectly what we are like: sinful, prone to 
wander and forget the God we love. Covenant relationships are based on 
promises, commandments and warnings of consequences. The Lord Jesus 
Christ knew He would have to bear the consequence for our failings at the 
cross and, in His love for us, He did. 
 
The people of Israel were warned of their tendency to elevate other things 
into idols, giving them higher priority than the God they loved and 
promised to be faithful to. Time and time again, God describes his intimate 
relationship to Israel as being like a husband and wife but Israel committed 
serial spiritual adultery, playing the harlot with many other lovers.8  Could 
we be guilty of not being faithful in our relationship with God, of elevating 
other things whether they are inherently bad, neutral, or even good, above 
God Himself? He knows that if we elevate other things above Him in our 
lives, it will be to our detriment. Do our actions provoke the Lord to 
jealousy?9 
 
Overcoming jealousy 
Eph.5:25-33 teaches us practical lessons for relationships between 
husbands and wives and, if lived out, will help us minimise the potential for 
jealousy. It also teaches us of the profound relationship of Christ and the 
church - of how and why Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for 
her, so that we might be sanctified, cleansed, presented in splendour, holy 
and without blemish. In the context of this picture of love and security, our 
petty sinful jealousies have no place. Jealousy is borne from relationships, 
and the jealousy of God speaks to us of His burning desire for our ultimate 
good, by knowing this wonderful relationship with Him. It demands that 
we seek to live our lives now with Christlikeness, sanctified and holy. It 
demands that we give God the first place in our lives, walking faithfully and 
securely in the intimacy available to us through His mercy, grace and love. 
 
The fact of the jealousy of God also punctures any possibility of an aloof, 
casual, or occasional relationship with God on our terms - that is, with the 
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promises, but without the commandments or consequences. C.S. Lewis put 
it like this: 'You asked for a loving God: you have one...not a senile 
benevolence that drowsily wishes you to be happy in your own way, not 
the cold philanthropy of a conscientious magistrate, nor the care of a host 
who feels responsible for the comfort of his guests, but the consuming fire 
Himself, the Love that made the worlds, persistent as the artist's love for 
his work and despotic as a man's love for a dog, provident and venerable as 
a father's love for a child, jealous, inexorable, exacting as love between the 
sexes. How this should be, I do not know: it passes reason to explain why 
any creatures, not to say creatures such as we, should have a value so 
prodigious in their Creator's eyes.'10 

 
An antidote to our jealousies is to look at the import of the jealousy of God. 
In turn we can encourage and look out for each other as a Phinehas11 or as 
a Paul who wrote this to those in the Church of God in Corinth: For I feel a 
divine jealousy for you, since I betrothed you to one husband, to present you 
as a pure virgin to Christ.12 
 
References:  
(1) Prov.6:34 (2) Songs 8:6 (3) Prov.27:4 (4) Ex.20:5 (5) Ps.69:9 (6) 
Ex.20:3,5 (7) Deut.4:23-24 (8) Jer.3:1; Hos.1:2 (9) 1 Cor.10:22 (10) C.S. 
Lewis, The Problem of Pain (11) Num.25:11 (12) 2 Cor.11:2 
Bible quotations from the ESV. 
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Prejudice 

Peter Hickling, Cromer, England 

 
What is prejudice? It is making a judgement about something that is not 
based on reason or actual experience. A pithy saying about it is 'ignorance 
is the mother of prejudice'. Christians are often accused of it when they 
make some statement that is contrary to generally accepted public opinion, 
even though all that it means is that the accusers have different 
presuppositions.  Everyone who adopts any system of thought must set out 
his basic assumptions; for instance, if I teach Applied Mechanics I have to 
accept the Newtonian equations (because I don't understand the concepts 
involved in relativity). You could assess the soundness of my conclusions 
according to those principles. Likewise, if we say we are going to draw a 
square, that inevitably excludes drawing a circle and just calling it a square. 
This applies to all human reasoning. 
 
Now, the basic premise of the Churches of God, who publish this magazine, 
is that the Bible is the revealed Word of God,1 and hence is authoritative in 
faith and practice, so we seek to obey it. It follows that if public opinion is 
different we must differ from it. We have no wish to parade our differences 
to draw attention to ourselves, but to take up a recent example we cannot 
agree that the joining together of two people of the same sex can properly 
be called a 'marriage'. We would neither marry them nor receive them into 
the church. Homosexual practice is condemned in both the Old and the 
New Testaments;2,3 this is not a prejudice, but it is a logical consequence of 
our premises.  This is not the only example: in a lecture on 20th March Sir 
James Munby, President of the Family Division of the High Court, said that 
we should 'welcome and applaud' the collapse of the nuclear family.4 This 
was only a opinion, of course, but it echoed acceptance of the view that the 
Christian foundation of Great Britain's customs and conventions is now 
irrelevant. 
 
Those who argue that churches should be willing to alter their previous 
practices put forward various spurious grounds. They say that there is 
genuine love between the people concerned, or that the church has a duty 
of compassion towards people who find themselves outcast, or simply that 
public attitudes have changed since the Bible was written, and we ought to 
change with them. These arguments founder on the rock of the nature of 
Christianity; it is essentially a revealed religion, deriving from an external 
source. We are not at liberty to change it.5 (While we cannot always agree 
with the views of this writer, see the article 'Is Christianity a revealed 
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religion?' by Lee Gatiss at theologian.org.uk). 
 
What is the alternative? All statements ought to be based on some declared 
premises, but where do they come from? To take the current subject, one 
cannot simply say "you mustn't be prejudiced", because that is in itself a 
prejudice. All reasons either come from observed facts, or from other 
reasons, which themselves derive from the ultimate Reason. We suggest 
that we cannot use the word 'ought' without some external source of 
reference. There has been much philosophical discussion about this issue, 
but it has been inconclusive; this is inevitable, since the protagonists do not 
agree on their premises. 
 
Regrettably, the level of discussion about matters like this has been 
lowered in recent years. The public has been encouraged by the media to 
believe that anyone who does not accept current 'politically correct' 
opinions is the bigoted follower of a cult. Many people apparently do not 
think that they need to have a reason for their beliefs. But they do; 
Christianity is an essentially rational faith, based on historical facts, and 
believers should be willing and able to defend it.6 
 
References: 
(1) 2 Tim.3:16 (2) Lev.20:13 (3) 1 Cor.6:9 (4) Munby, J 2018, lecture notes. 
Changing families: family law yesterday, today and tomorrow, University of 
Edinburgh, 20 March 2018 (5) 2 Tim.3:14-16 (6) 1 Pet.3:15 

http://theologian.org.uk/
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Church in the park 

An interview with Rachel Wood and Stephen Hickling of the Church of God in 
Birmingham, England 
 
Please tell us how this initiative began? 
Some 14 years ago, brothers and sisters in Birmingham were concerned at 
the lack of visitors attending our gospel meetings and other services in the 
church hall and determined that, if people were reluctant to come in to us, 
we would step out and take the message to them.  Whilst we are never sure 
what the British summer will bring, the church will once again brave the 
weather during June and July to take the good news of our Lord Jesus 
Christ out of our hall and to the local residents. 
 
Excellent! But where do you locate such an enterprising venture as this? 
Rookery Park, about a mile from our hall, is a popular place for families to 
spend a Sunday afternoon and has become the base for our annual "Church 
in the Park" outreach. Over the 14 years we have been running this form of 
outreach (originally known as "Praise in the Park" and featuring a live 
band) our methods for sharing the gospel have developed, though the 
message has, of course, remained the same. 
 
A lot of logistical support must be needed-how is this handled? 
In the early years, we made good use of the double-decker 'Discovery Bus', 
both for transporting equipment and as a giant advertising board, 
announcing our arrival in the park. Now we rely on a box trailer to 
transport all the gear and our arrival has come to be anticipated. 
 
We're sure NT readers would be keen to know what responses you get... 
Back in the early years, a curious few might have asked what we were 
doing, whilst many others appeared to view us with bemusement and 
maybe even suspicion. However, as the park users have come to know us, 
the suspicious looks have been replaced by warm expressions such as, "We 
were wondering if you would be back this year." 
 
And what about timing? 
Shortly after the Remembrance of our Lord Jesus, we pack up the 
equipment needed and make our way to the park to set up. The setup takes 
around half an hour and requires quite a few able-bodied folk to erect our 
marquee, puppet theatre and PA equipment. We then run a 2-hour 
programme comprising many different activities and opportunities to 
share the message of God's love, including: drama; puppets; crafts; music; 
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singing and dancing; bouncy castle; organised games; face-painting; object 
lessons; interviews; topical talks; refreshments and a literature stall! 
 
Week on week must take some planning to keep it fresh and engaging... 
Yes! For the last few years we have used themes to help us in our 
preparation, drawing on material from Christian holiday clubs. Last year's 
theme, 'At the beach', proved extremely popular, as we brought sandpits, 
water games and even an ice-cream van to the park. And, of course, we 
were able to tell many of the Bible stories with links to the beach or the 
sea.  With interest piqued by the recent royal wedding, our theme this 
summer will be 'Royalty'. We hope to share our appreciation of the King 
each week through various royal object lessons including the crown, 
throne, sceptre, robe and, of course, the wedding. 
 
Our current programme of activities seems attractive to families, in 
particular, and the relaxed format encourages children and their parents to 
spend time with us and to feel free to ask questions. These individual chats 
are vital and, perhaps, the most effective method of relaying God's love. In 
the environment that Church in the Park creates, we have witnessed the 
Spirit opening doors for this type of conversation many times over the 
years. 
 
May we ask for some idea of the audience size you are able to attract? 
There have, of course, been times (when attendance has dropped or 
adverse weather has frustrated plans) when we have questioned and 
prayed whether we were heading in the right direction. The answer over 
the last couple of years has been a resounding "yes - keep going!" Last 
summer we catered for 64 children (not counting 14 of our own), to say 
nothing about their parents and the many other adults who enjoyed the 
messages and took literature away. 
 
Apart from taking the Good News out to folks, have any other benefits 
been felt? 
A significant by-product of this outreach is the sense of unity that the Spirit 
develops among us, as willing workers find ample opportunity to serve 
alongside each other. As ever, we long to see lasting fruit from our work in 
disciples being made, but we rest in the fact that our part is simply to plant 
and to water; it is only God who gives the growth (1 Cor.3:7). 
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Mission 

- TFS in Munlai  

Amidst shades of early Acts of the Apostles 

Tony Jones, Aberkenfig, Wales 

Many in churches of God over the last century will have been privileged to 
spend extended times with Christian brothers and sisters in organised 
events. In recent years, this would include camps (e.g. Summer youth 
camps), long weekends, weekends (study, devotional), vacation times 
(Bible study), etc. and the common characteristic is the bond of fellowship 
that is developed during these times together. In some ways, they are 
perhaps a close echo of the practical Christianity seen in those halcyon 
days experienced by the disciples of the Lord Jesus in that early Church of 
God in Jerusalem, and described in the first chapters of the Acts of the 
Apostles. 
 
TFS (Training for Service) is particularly well qualified to be on such a list 
of events, as attendees would surely testify in the countries where the 
format has been rolled out. The recent seven-day TFS in Myanmar certainly 
contained some of those "Acts days' characteristics: people living in 
different cities, states, geographical language divisions and countries all 
brought together - from Yangon, Nay Pyi Daw, Chin, UK, speaking Burmese, 
Chin and English; meeting together every day in the church building in 
Munlai, visiting houses, teaching the word of God, proclaiming the gospel, 
eating together, with some sleeping in the church hall.1 

 
As we let our minds go back over those days of establishing the churches in 
Acts, the common thread through them all is that of the Holy Spirit, who is 
the fulfilment of the Lord's promise of another Comforter.2 How appropriate 
it was, then, that 'Life in the Spirit' was the topic for the Myanmar TFS.  The 
launch of the course on the Lord's Day evening focused on the new life that 
the Spirit brings when we respond to the Saviour's call - to the good news 
of Jesus Christ. That life is described by the Lord Jesus to Nicodemus in Jn 3 
and He later portrays it as being abundant life3 - life with a capital "L". A 
goal of His mission on earth was to give that life. 
 
On succeeding days, through to the round-up session on Saturday morning, 
a similar routine was followed: 

• Breakfast - all attendees invited 
• Teaching - on the topic of the day, translated into the two local 
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languages. 
• Breakout groups - one for men and one for women. 
• Pre-set questions considered, as well as any that arose in those 

discussions. 
• Plenary session - to help to bring some clarity on any ambiguities that 

had arisen 
• Lunch - always a fine lunch for all, prepared faithfully by groups of 

the women. 
• Scenarios - a consideration on three of the afternoons, of a short 

relevant fictitious scenario. The aim was to consider some practical 
applications of the morning's teaching. 

• Fellowship - enjoyed on an informal basis and singing practices for 
any concerned about their 'slot" later that evening. 

• Evening meal 
• Evening gathering - a time of singing 

Ministry - a Burmese brother speaking about a verse related to the 
morning's teaching. 
Finale - some enthusiastic singing from individuals or smaller groups from 
the assemblies represented. 
 
Surely the rapt attention that was paid in Munlai to every session of TFS 
mirrored what had also taken place in the first century AD. The teaching 
was soaked up. On one evening it's estimated that there were over 100 
people present. OK, that's not quite 3000+, but... 
 
References:  
(1) see Acts 2:9,42,44,46; Acts 5:42 (2) Jn 14:16 KJV (3) Jn 10:10 
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From the Editors' Desk 

Issue 4 - 2018 

 
I have been freshly struck by the wonder of our God inviting us to talk to 
Him, the Maker of all things. That He has designed prayer speaks volumes 
of His character of love and grace, and His desire to dwell, and interact, 
with us. What a foundational aspect to eternal living (knowing God, and 
Jesus Christ whom He sent1) prayer is, in expressing our own desire to 
dwell, and interact, with Him! 
 
This year's NTs have given us lots to equip us in approaching and engaging 
in prayer, and that culminates in two articles on prayer in this issue 
(Brian's survey of collective prayer in the early New Testament churches, 
and Andy's treatment of prayer in faith). Prayer is often stated to be 
difficult, but I commend each of this year's articles on 'Praying...' to you 
again: in implementing the things set out, we can make progress. It is as we 
mature in prayer, turning our minds increasingly toward the Lord and 
communing with Him in daily life,2 that we can increasingly experience 
Him by faith. David said, in the morning I will order my prayer to You, and 
eagerly watch.3 This is a lesson in living in the daily interaction with our 
heavenly Father - ordering (note that word) our prayers before Him, and 
then? Watching eagerly for His hand! 
 
Someone has said that we should not so much aim to have a prayer life, as 
to have a praying life - as we do this, we are opened up to the daily 
experience of our God. Through this, we can enjoy many aspects of eternal 
living - the kind of life that, for example, respects His Word above all (as 
did Josiah - David's article), or that communicates His word to others with 
warmth and accuracy (as did Priscilla - Tony & Joy's article), or is freed up 
from judging others (Ben's article) through seeing them as God does, from 
a position of love and grace. So please use this year's 'Praying" articles 
practically, and make progress in prayer (we all have space for progress!) - 
as you do. you'll be amazed at how this discipline enriches all aspects of 
your life and service for God. 
 
Thanks again go to those authors who have thoughtfully brought the Word 
of God to us - He blesses us by their hand. 

Stephen 
 
References:  (1) Jn 17:3 (2) Ps.16:8 (3) Ps.5:3 NASB  
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Serving in humility 

Ian Seddon, Manchester, England 

 
Have you ever met people who think they are 'number one'; who always 
seem to get their own way; who are always talking about themselves?  Do 
you know anyone who seems to think that their needs are more important 
than the needs of others? It's worth a check in the mirror, because many 
people live only to please themselves, or to make a good impression on 
others - and Christians are not immune from this characteristic of human 
nature. 
 
That's one reason why the apostle Paul wrote to the Church in Philippi, 
encouraging them to work together with an attitude of humility rather 
than selfish ambition or vain conceit.1  Being humble is to do with how we 
think about ourselves and others, which is why Paul said, in humility value 
others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to 
the interests of the others.2 In other words, it's treating others with dignity 
and respect, giving preference to their needs and wishes more than to our 
own. 

 
It's not about putting yourself down and thinking that everyone else is 
better than you. Paul made that clear in Rom.12:3 when he effectively said, 
"Don't think of yourself more highly than you ought, but don't ignore what 
you are good at either." He goes on to say that we've all been given 
different skills and we should use them to the best of our ability. 
 
So what does humility look like in practice? Paul told the Philippian 
Christians to imitate Christ Jesus because He is the perfect role model. 
Jesus said He was gentle and humble3 and that He had "not come to be 
served, but to serve."4 Throughout His life He always put the needs of others 
first, even when He was suffering so much Himself.  Although Jesus is in 
very nature God (and therefore has the right to be served by everyone) He 
made Himself nothing and took the nature of a servant, which eventually 
led Him to the cross where He gave His life for our sins.5 
 
On the cross we see the supreme example of humble sacrifice, but another 
great example for us to imitate is when Jesus washed His disciples' feet.6 In 
fact, He told them specifically that this was an example for them (and us) to 
follow - if He, their Lord and Teacher could wash their feet, they certainly 
should wash one another's feet! 
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It wasn't just an act of extraordinary love and kindness - doing something 
that no-one else was willing to do. He knew how important it was that we 
learn humility so, putting aside His own rights and position, He didn't just 
wash their feet as a token gesture, He washed and dried their feet. He 
never did anything reluctantly or in half measures and so, when we serve 
one another, we should do likewise. 
 
I said earlier that being humble isn't thinking of other people as more 
worthy than ourselves, but rather, it's recognising our self-worth and still 
being willing to serve others. The disciples at the time had no idea of how 
worthy Jesus was. They knew Him as their 'Lord and Teacher', but didn't 
really understand that He was also the Lord of lords, the King of kings, 
creator of all things, giver of life, the Almighty God. 
 
Jesus was fully aware of who He was,7 but He was still willing to get down 
and wash the disciples' feet; and because we know now what the disciples 
didn't know then, His example should have even more impact on us. If the 
Son of God could wash the feet of His disciples, is there anything, no matter 
how lowly, that we shouldn't be willing do for one another? 
 
A favourite story of mine is the one about a group of monks who asked a 
local hermit how they could save their monastery which had gone into 
decline. The wise hermit said he didn't know how to save the monastery, 
but he did know that one of them was chosen by God for great things. They 
had no idea to whom he was referring but, believing that one of them was a 
great man of God, they each started to treat each other with more dignity 
and respect. In time, this new attitude of humility towards each other 
transformed the character of the monastery and it began to flourish once 
more. 
 
We have all been chosen by God for great things. May we learn to follow 
the example of our Lord Jesus and serve each other in humility. 
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Jn 13 (7) Jn 13:1,3 
Bible quotations from the NIV. 
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At the Core 

- Prayer that powers 

Brian Johnston, Leigh, England 

Why should we pray together as well as praying as individuals (aside from 
the fact we are commanded to)? Why have church prayer meetings? This 
article, based on the mention of the church prayers in Acts 2:41-42, is 
about collective prayer in church. It attempts to look at the advantage of 
communal prayer, fully accepting this seventh listed item in these verses is 
a characteristic function of a biblical church of God. We hope to establish 
that there's real power in praying together. 
 
This becomes especially clear when we are brought together in crisis. 
Prayer is powerful when the congregation of God's people have a shared 
understanding of their need. This was the case when they approached 
Samuel at Mizpah in 1 Sam.7. They were already aware of their need of God 
as they called on Samuel to lead them in intercessory prayer for God to 
deliver them from their enemies. 
 
That occasion for prayer related to dealing with sin among God's people. 
We might pause to observe that the procedures God authorized for the 
forgiveness of sin among His people1 showed a clear distinction between 
errors of the whole congregation2 and those of individuals.3 The high priest 
represented the entire people in corporate approach to God.4 From such 
background material, we would wish to emphasize that corporate or 
church prayer is viewed differently by God from prayer even by groups of 
individuals.  Turning now to the New Testament record, a look at a few 
examples of actual church of God prayer meetings serves to underscore the 
key point that they bring the corporate activities of the local church (and of 
the fellowship of the churches of God) to our attention. 
 
In Acts 4:23-31 (ESV), we find the Church of God at Jerusalem in prayer. 
Prior to this, the apostles, Peter and John, had been arrested for performing 
a healing in the name of Jesus. It would appear their church friends had 
convened a church prayer gathering for... 
 
When they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the 
chief priests and the elders had said to them. And when they heard it, they 
lifted their voices together to God and said, "Sovereign Lord, who made the 
heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them, who through the 
mouth of our father David, your servant, said by the Holy Spirit, "'Why did the 
Gentiles rage, and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth set 
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themselves, and the rulers were gathered together, against the Lord and 
against his Anointed'- for truly in this city there were gathered together 
against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius 
Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to do whatever your 
hand and your plan had predestined to take place. And now, Lord, look upon 
their threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak your word with 
all boldness, while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders 
are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus." And when they 
had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and 
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of 
God with boldness. 
 
Peter and John surely felt supported in prayer. The church together 
brought its ongoing evangelical programme before God. It was not all about 
Peter and John. Through praying together about our shared activities we 
gain a sense of shared involvement in the life of the local church. This sense 
of mutual responsibility is largely developed in the prayer meeting. For it's 
there we face the strain of care together and express our emotional 
response to unfolding situations which affect us all as a believing 
community in our locality. Has permission for a specific witness occasion 
been denied by the authorities? What if someone shares a strongly 
negative response they've received. We respond corporately by uniting in 
prayer for God's overruling. The challenges of recent missions to 
Zimbabwe and Mozambique energized prayer effectively across the 
international community that resulted in two churches being established. 
This is meaningful fellowship in the Gospel when in partnership together 
we engage in the furtherance of the 'Great Commission'.5 
 
In no other gathering of the church can the truth be better lived out that we 
are in character what the body of Christ is.6 In a well-functioning church 
prayer meeting, we lose sight of ourselves as individuals as we view 
ourselves in prayer as part of a whole. Whenever sincere and upright 
hearts are involved, this has the greatly beneficial effect of bringing us 
closer together, with a deepening sense of unity against a common foe. 
Nothing strengthens ties with each other and our respect for one another 
more than to hear each praying with integrity for the other.7 An example of 
this can be found in Acts 12:1-12. 
 
Now about that time Herod the king laid hands on some who belonged to the 
church in order to mistreat them. And he had James the brother of John put 
to death with a sword. When he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to 
arrest Peter also...On the very night when Herod was about to bring him 
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forward...an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared and...struck Peter's side 
and woke him up...his chains fell off his hands...And he went out and 
continued to follow...they came to the iron gate that leads into the city, which 
opened for them by itself and they went out and went along one street, and 
immediately the angel departed from him...And when he realized this, he 
went to the house of Mary, the mother of John who was also called Mark, 
where many were gathered together and were praying. 
 
Editors of this magazine recollect a time when a life-threatening car 
accident had befallen our fellow-editor, Peter Hickling. Prayer was called 
for urgently across the worldwide community of churches of God. Those 
prayer gatherings were energised with a deep sense of dependence on God, 
as each prayer offered was aligned in agreement to ask for God's 
intervention. This displayed the efficacy of church prayers featuring a 
shared burden, intensively requested. 
 
Such times show best our dependence on God, especially when it's a very 
focused, united, themed prayer meeting. It also demonstrates most clearly 
to us all how God listens. It reveals the power of prayer publicly. We are all 
witnesses of what we have asked for, and of that which we have received. A 
public prayer meeting is a witness to any observers as to how seriously we 
take the practice of the presence of God. 
 
A Spirit-led church will be a prayer-led church, as we find in Acts 13:1-3. 
 
Now there were at Antioch, in the church that was there, prophets and 
teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, 
and Manaen who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 
While they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set 
apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them." 
Then, when they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on them, they 
sent them away.  
 
The church prayer meeting can become the source of initiative and of 
volunteers for the work of the Lord locally. It is such prayer times together 
in the presence of the Lord, and as led by his Spirit, that expand our vision 
of the Lord's work. It's then we 'lift up our eyes' to the sovereign Lord and 
then lift them up on the ripe harvest fields.8 God invites us to see things on 
a grander scale, and to broaden our horizons9 beyond the confines of our 
own desires and at times rather petty ambitions. God's agenda is 
impressed on us for the advance of his kingdom and we are lifted out of our 
own little world.  Of course, in the church prayer meeting, less mature 
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believers learn the art of prayer. Different temperaments and styles can 
benefit greatly from interaction: the reserved and the effusive; the 
analytical and the emotional; the generalities and the specifics. 
 
But what if the sense of power is lacking? How can we maximize the 
effectiveness of church prayer meetings on an 'average week'? In an earlier 
issue of NT this year, we were helpfully directed to the use of Scripture in 
prayer. A short additional ministry time before the church turns to prayer 
is helpful for focus. As we see from 2 Thess.1:11 (NIV), the Apostle Paul did 
not turn to prayer with a blank mind, but after first bringing to mind 
relevant concerns. We do well to encourage informed praying at a church 
level (as well as personally), perhaps using a prayer-board to stimulate and 
collate prayer requests. Most importantly, brothers need to come with a 
real desire to lay hold of God. If the weekly programme allows, it may be 
better for the prayer gathering not to follow back-to-back after other 
church activities, so that saints can be fresh and focused before the Lord. 
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A Good King of Judah 

-King Josiah of Judah 

The right influences 

David Webster, Liverpool, England 

 
Josiah was king of Judah in the seventh century BC. He came to the throne 
as a boy of only 8 years of age following the assassination of his father.1 
The story of his reign is found in 2 Kings 22 to 24 and in 2 Chronicles 34 to 
35. Josiah was the last king of Judah of which it was said: He did what was 
right in the eyes of the LORD and followed the ways of his father David, not 
turning aside to the right or to the left.2 

 
There had been an alarming spiritual deterioration in the three hundred 
years since the magnificent reign of Solomon. In place of a people rejoicing 
in their God,3 Judah had become a people of whom the Lord said, they have 
forsaken me and burned incense to other gods and aroused my anger by all 
that their hands have made...4 Josiah's grandfather, Manasseh, had done 
more evil than the Amorites who preceded him.5 

 
How was a young lad to follow half a century of spiritually bankrupt 
leadership and total abandonment of the Lord? God's Law was only a 
distant memory and the temple was filled with images to pagan gods. The 
Book of the Law was missing, later to be found among the ruins of the 
temple, obviously unread and unknown! Josiah would only succeed by the 
promises of God and the influence of godly people. That is the same for 
each of us today if we are to survive as disciples of the Lord Jesus in a 
pagan, ungodly, environment. 
 
Influence 
We can all feel the benefit of a godly influence in our lives. Maybe, like me, 
you had that: people who helped you. Maybe you can be that godly 
influence for someone now. Josiah had Hilkiah. He was the high priest and 
he seems to have been the positive influence for good in the life of a very 
young and inexperienced king. Let's remember that Josiah was brought up 
in a godless family, among a people who were set on doing their own thing 
with no thought for the Lord their God. We have here an example of the 
Lord choosing to reveal Himself to a young person who, otherwise, would 
have been as much a pagan as those around him. Thank God for revealing 
Himself to you! 
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Commitment 
We are either committed or we are not! If not, we drift. We read, In the 
eighth year of his reign, while he was still young, he began to seek the God of 
his father David.6 A 16-year-old teenager taking God seriously. Later on we 
read: The king stood by the pillar and renewed the covenant in the presence 
of the LORD - to follow the LORD and keep his commands, statutes and 
decrees with all his heart and all his soul.7 

 
When God prompts us, we start to seek Him and He responds to us. Later 
on, we may become aware of our need to rededicate our lives in fuller 
commitment. Maybe that's something for you to think about today. I 
certainly have known those times of committing my life to the Lord and 
renewing my promises. 
 
Respect for God's Word 
How could the people of God lose the Word of God?8 The distinctive place 
God should have had in the people's hearts and minds had been lost by 
compromise with the world around and by syncretism: the bringing 
together of different religions and ideas. Does that sound familiar in the 
twenty first century? 
 
We may have Bibles on our shelves and in our cupboards. But God's Word 
can still be lost to us. Let's get into the habit of not only reading God's 
Word, but believing it and acting upon it. Let's put God above all and let's 
do what He tells us to do even if it is out of 'sync' with our society and its 
values. 
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A Gentile monarch 

- Darius I 

Philip Allen, Mountain Ash, Wales 

In around 538 BC, Cyrus king of Persia, inspired by God, issued a decree 
allowing the Jews to return to Jerusalem from exile in Babylon. Many 
returned, cleared away the rubble of the former temple and laid the 
foundations for a new one. However, there was opposition to the work and 
the temple was not completed. In the book of Ezra we read that the 
adversaries of Judah and Benjamin1 offered to help with the rebuilding, but 
were turned away and they then tried to frustrate the builders until the 
second year of the reign of Darius.2 

 
Darius I, also known as Darius the Great, ruled the Persian Empire at its 
peak. How he came to become king is not known with any great certainty, 
but it seems that he used both force and cunning to achieve his purpose. He 
was a great administrator and divided his empire into provinces, organized 
a new monetary system and made Aramaic the official language. He built 
roads, major construction projects and introduced standard weights and 
measures. Through these changes, his empire was centralized and unified.3 

 
Darius became king in 522 BC. During his reign, through the 
encouragement of the prophets Haggai and Zechariah, Zerubbabel and 
Jeshua recommenced the rebuilding of the temple.4 Once again, the Jews' 
enemies attempted to disrupt their efforts and Tattenai, the Persian 
governor of Judea, challenged the Jews and asked, "who has commanded 
you to build this temple and finish this wall?"5 Despite this challenge, in all 
these things the eye of their God was upon the elders of the Jews, so that they 
could not make them cease till a report could go to Darius.6  Consequently, 
Tattenai wrote a letter to Darius warning him that the temple was being 
rebuilt. The purpose of the letter was to turn the king against the Jews and 
to stop the work. It asked Darius to check whether Cyrus had, in fact, 
issued a decree to permit the work and advised him to search the archives 
to see if the decree could be found.7 

 
Darius ordered that a search should be made and the decree of Cyrus was 
found, not in the main archive in Babylon, but in an out-of-the-way 
repository in the province of Media.8 Whether the decree had been placed 
in an obscure location for malign purposes is not known, but God ensured 
that His purposes were fulfilled and the document was found. 
 
Once the decree had been found, Darius commanded Tattenai and the 
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enemies of the Jews to stay away from the building works and to let the 
Jews continue with the rebuilding. Furthermore, the king decreed that the 
Jewish workers were to be paid from the royal treasury, and that the 
builders should be given whatever supplies they needed for the offering of 
acceptable sacrifices at the restored house of God. In addition, he ordered 
that anyone attempting to destroy the temple or disobey his decree would 
be impaled on a beam, and his house made into a pile of rubble.  
Interestingly, Darius states that the purpose of all of this was that the Jews 
may offer sacrifices of sweet aroma to the God of heaven, and pray for the life 
of the king and his sons."9 
 
The temple was finished in the sixth year of Darius' reign and the Jews 
assembled to celebrate its completion.  It seems that Darius (550-486 BC) 
followed the Zoroastrian religion during his life, but nevertheless God used 
him to bring about His purposes for His people. By his decrees, Darius 
behaved in a friendly way towards the Jews, and they prospered under his 
reign. 
 
Later in his life, in 490 BC, Darius was defeated by the Greeks at the battle 
of Marathon and, despite struggling hard to re-establish his rule, he died 
four years later, a broken man.  These events remind us that: 
  

'the Most High rules in the kingdom of men.'10  

and: 
His dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
And His kingdom is from generation to generation. 
All the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing;  
He does according to His will in the army of heaven and among the 
inhabitants of the earth.  
No one can restrain His hand or say to Him, "What have You done?"11 
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Praying... 

- In faith and righteousness 

Andy Seddon, Swindon, England 

 
Praying in faith 
"And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you have faith."1 
"Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you have 
received it, and it will be yours."2 
 
These striking words, recorded by Matthew and Mark, were spoken by the 
Lord Jesus to His disciples in Jerusalem, just a few days before He went to 
Calvary. It represents a beautiful and challenging promise for all praying 
Christians, but they are words that could be easily misapplied. Do we really 
have the right to expect anything from the Lord so long as we 'believe' it 
will happen? Is Jesus teaching us the power of positive thinking here? 
Could these words be used to justify the message of the so called 
'prosperity gospel'? To correctly understand what Jesus is promising, we 
address the question, what does it actually mean to 'pray in faith'? 
 
Faith foundations 
Let's say a few opening things about faith itself. First, what is faith? 
Hebrews defines faith as, the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not seen.3 This verse illustrates at a basic level the necessity of faith 
when we pray, because the very act of prayer is talking to an invisible God.4 
Second, what is our faith based on? Romans tells us that, faith comes from 
hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.5  So our faith in prayer 
must be founded on a correct understanding of who God is, what He is like 
and what He desires to do. We must never mould God into an image that 
suits our own taste. No amount of belief, no matter how sincere it is, will 
prompt God to do something that is inconsistent with His character and 
will, which He has revealed in His word and through the person of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Faith honours God 
Faith in God when we pray honours Him because we are trusting what He 
says about Himself We are trusting His divine attributes: His omniscience, 
His omnipotence, His benevolence and His faithfulness.  Abraham was 
commended for his faith; Paul writes about him, he grew strong in his faith 
as he gave glory to God, fully convinced that God was able to do what he had 
promised. That is why his faith was counted to him as righteousness.6 Note 
that Abraham's faith was based on what God had already promised, that is 
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based on God's word. The Roman centurion was commended for his faith 
when he trusted in the supreme authority of the words that Jesus spoke.7 
The Lord often commended the faith of those who came to Him for healing. 
 
Ironically, it was often His disciples who were lovingly berated by their 
master for lacking faith. For example, they failed to trust that He was in 
control of their lives during the storm on the sea,8 and they were told that 
the reason they could not heal a boy with a demon was because of their 
"little faith".9 

 
Believing is receiving 
The Lord Jesus teaches that we will receive what we ask - if we have faith.10 
In contrast, James tells us that the person who doubts, must not suppose 
that he will receive anything from the Lord.11 This is not talking about the 
strength of positive thinking, but about having confidence in the person to 
whom we are making the request. We know that in reality we do not 
possess perfect faith. The Lord's first disciples asked the Lord, "Increase 
our faith",12 to which Jesus replied, "if you had faith like a grain of mustard 
seed"13 then they would do things that are only possible for God. 
 
Well guided faith 
We know that "with God all things are possible."14 However, believing in 
what God can do must be accompanied by an understanding of what God 
desires to do, or else our faith is misguided. Who would doubt that God had 
the power to remove whatever it was that Paul referred to as his 'thorn in 
the flesh',15 but, despite Paul's repeated pleadings, God's sovereign wisdom 
knew that it was in Paul's best interests for the thorn to remain; Paul had 
to trust that God does what is right, and would give him the grace to cope 
with this. 
 
There are requests we can make of God which we know without any doubt 
God will grant us, because we can base it on an unequivocal promise in His 
revealed Word. For example pursuing wisdom - James declares, If any of 
you lacks wisdom, let him ask God who gives generously...but let him ask in 
faith.16 We must also trust God's earnest desire to give us the things He 
promises. Matthew records how Jesus assured His disciples that our 
heavenly Father is certain to "give good things (or the "Holy Spirit"17) to 
those who ask."18 

 
The Apostle John writes: And this is the confidence that we have toward him, 
that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us. And if we know that 
he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we 
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have asked of him.19 Of course, it is not always easy to know what God's will 
is when it comes to specific issues in our life for which we cannot quote an 
applicable scripture used in context. In such cases we acknowledge our 
lack of knowledge as we seek the Holy Spirit's guidance, but without 
doubting God's power and goodness to do what is right. 
 
Praying in righteousness 
The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.20 
Righteousness is faith's guide. Living a righteous life means that our 
desires will be increasingly tuned to God's desires, and therefore what we 
ask is more likely to be in accordance with God's will. This is why, the 
desire of the righteous will he granted21 and "those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness...shall he satisfied."22 The trouble is that we are so often led, 
not by godly desires, but by selfish and worldly desires, and this will 
obviously have an impact on our prayer life. James seems to have this in 
mind when he writes, "You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, 
to spend it on your passions."23 The remedy is to Delight yourself in the Lord, 
and He will give you the desires of your heart.24 
 
Sin's destructive influence 
The negative impact of unaddressed sin should not be understated. The 
Psalmist was conscious that, If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, the Lord 
would not have listened.25 It is not because sin weakens God's power, but 
because of the damage that sin does to our fellowship with God. Isaiah 
writes: Behold the Lord's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save, or his 
ear dull, that it cannot hear; hut your iniquities have made a separation 
between you and your God, and your sins have hidden his face from you so 
that he does not hear.26 

 
If we are knowingly tolerating disobedience to God's commands, this must 
change. When we address this we have a wonderful anticipation of God's 
mercy and blessing. The apostle John assures us, Beloved, if our heart does 
not condemn us, we have confidence before God; and whatever we ask we 
receive from him, because we keep his commandments and do what pleases 
him.27 This is contrasted with a solemn warning in Proverbs that, If one 
turns away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer is an abomination.28  
We are not presuming moral perfection, but rather our attitude towards 
sin and God's righteousness which is important. When we repent we can be 
assured of God's mercy; God says: But this is the one to whom I will look: he 
who is humble and contrite in spirit and trembles at my word.29 
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The Messianic Line 

- David & Bathsheba 

Second best? 

Lindsay Woods, Cullybackey, N. Ireland 

 
Paul the apostle describes the message that he was entrusted with as the 
gospel of God...regarding his Son, who as to his human nature was a 
descendent of David, and who through the Spirit of holiness was declared 
with power to he the Son of God, by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus 
Christ our Lord.1 It was in Bethlehem, the little town of David,2 that Mary 
gave birth to a son who was the promised Christ - David's Son and David's 
Lord, the Lord from heaven. Israel's Messiah was both the Son of David and 
the Son of God.3 

 
God's ways and sovereign choices are often unexpected and involve people 
that we would think are second-best but we would reckon that Israel's 
greatest king, David, would surely be in the Messianic line. This wasn't, 
however, to be without its difficulties, as we will see later. God rejected the 
tents of Joseph, he did not choose the tribe of Ephraim, but he chose the tribe 
of Judah, Mount Zion, which he loved...He chose David his servant and took 
him from the sheep pens; from tending the sheep he brought him to be the 
shepherd of his people Jacob, of Israel his inheritance.4 Samuel would have 
chosen an older son of Jesse, but God chose the youngest because He 
looked on the heart.5 God's choice is always right and always best. 
 
Matthew introduces his Gospel with these precious words, A record of the 
genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David, the son of Abraham6 and then he 
comes to, David was the father of Solomon, whose mother7 was...? Surely 
that godly woman, Abigail, or another of the many wives whom David had? 
No, the text continues...whose mother had been Uriah's wife.8 Surely not 
Bathsheba, the woman who was married to David's neighbour, Uriah? The 
king, in a moment of uncontrolled lust, had commanded that she be 
brought to him so that he might sleep with her while Uriah was on active 
service. They committed adultery and then David tried to cover it up when 
he learned that Bathsheba was pregnant by scheming for Uriah to return 
from battle and sleep with his wife. When that didn't work out. he then 
arranged for Uriah to die on the frontline of the battle. Who of us would 
have thought David would behave like this, a man of whom Samuel said, 
"The LORD has sought out a man after his own heart"?9 

 



                       2017/18 -   219 

Sin has its consequences, and David would suffer those during the rest of 
his life, but David's God - our God - is a God of great mercy and grace. 
David's sin was punishable by death and God is no respecter of persons 
when dealing with sin. However, through hue repentance, David knew the 
forgiveness of his God. What amazing mercy! God, in His sovereign 
purposes, who knew so well the heart of David, was to give Bathsheba, 
when she became David's wife, another baby boy, Solomon. This boy would 
be Israel's wisest and richest king. What amazing grace! During Solomon's 
reign, Israel knew unprecedented peace and his son would continue the 
line to the Messiah.  As Christians, we have much to learn from this sordid 
affair in the life of King David. Temptation, lust and sin are serious matters 
that can impact on all of our lives - see e.g. Jas.1:13-15. 
 
How thankful David was, after being confronted with his sin by the prophet 
Nathan,10 that God saw his broken and contrite spirit and was willing to 
show him mercy and forgiveness (read carefully Ps.51).  God, who doesn't 
change, said to Moses, "I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I 
will have compassion on whom I will have compassion."11 As David himself 
says, 

Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 
Blessed is the man whose sin the LORD does not count against him and 
in whose spirit is no deceit.12   

We, too, because of our Saviour's work on the cross, through confession 
and repentance, can know forgiveness for all our sins.13 God gave 
everything when He gave His Son, and Jesus gave everything when He gave 
His life - much more than the best for us undeserving sinners. 
 
In His sovereign purposes, and by His sovereign grace, God has saved us 
and called us into His family to be His children14 and co-heirs with Christ.15 
Nothing and no one can reverse that, or stop its progress into eternity. 
Let's be careful, however, that we live by the Spirit, for then Paul says, you 
will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature.16 
 
References:  
(1) Rom.1:1-4 (2) Lk.2:4-7 (3) Matt.22:41-45 (4) Ps.78:67-71 (5) 1 
Sam.16:7 (6) Matt.1:1 (7,8) Matt.1:6 (9) 1 Sam.13:14 (10) 2 Sam.12:1-14 
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Rom.8:17 (16) Gal.5:16 
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Women Working for God 

- Priscilla 

Tony & Joy Jones, Aberkenfig, Wales 

 
Is this how an imaginary interview with Priscilla towards the end of her life 
might have proceeded? 
 
Can you explain why you're named in God's records as both Priscilla 
and Prisca? 
Ah. that's because Paul used my proper name, 'Prisca'1, but Luke used the 
less formal 'Priscilla'2 which implies 'ancient'! Ever the perfect gentleman 
was Paul! It's Italian, as Aquila and I were born and raised in Italy. We lived 
there until a dispute between Jews and Christians in AD493 led Claudius to 
expel all Jews and so we moved to Corinth.4 

 
You seem to have moved around Asia Minor during your life and had 
many amazing experiences. 
We did have the privilege of Paul living with us and working in our tent-
making business for over a year.5 He was a great example of how to work 
hard, as he didn't want to take us for granted; yet he spent so much time 
serving the Lord, too. Later, as we relocated twice, we were privileged to 
host first the Church of God in Ephesus - and then in Rome - in our 
homes.6,7 We have found using our home for the Lord's work has brought 
us such blessing personally. 
 
Don't you find all this hospitality a burden? 
The Lord has given us a home, so we try to use it for Him. We both know 
God expects us to be hospitable8 - particularly with others in our church.9 
Sharing everything should be usual practice in a church of God - homes, 
food, money - so no one is left in need. This is an effective witness of the 
love of the Lord Jesus in action.10 

 
Luke recorded an incident in Ephesus when the scholarly Apollos 
arrived in the city and preached and it would seem as if you helped to 
correct his understanding.11 
For some reason, my name often comes before Aquila's when we are 
spoken about, so people think I am in charge! It could be because I am 
more outgoing than Aquila. I may have occasionally needed to encourage 
Aquila, but that's Christian marriage, supporting and encouraging one 
another to serve the Lord wholeheartedly.12 Apollos had such a conviction 
about Jesus being the Messiah that he spent all his time in the synagogues 
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preaching. His knowledge of the Scriptures was second to none, but he 
preached baptism as a sign of repentance as taught by John the Baptist. We 
didn't want to embarrass this man who loved the Lord and was so 
courageous, so we invited him over so that we could share what we had 
learned from Paul's time with us in Corinth, which of course he had been 
taught from the Lord directly.13 

 
How did you go about bringing relevant truths to Apollos' attention? 
Paul had made it quite clear to us that it is the man's role to teach,14 so it 
was always Aquila who led. We always find time spent over a meal 
generates a good atmosphere for learning. But my role isn't just catering! I 
listen carefully to the discussion and then use appropriate questions to 
tease out something that has been missed, or help to explain things if they 
have not been properly grasped. We have found this works well. We love 
working together for the Lord. With all the persecution, we know we have 
to make the most of every opportunity.15 We are so grateful for all Jesus 
has done for us. If we have to, we will die for Him! I just hope it's together. 
 
What was the impact on Apollos? 
Apollos became a fearless teacher.16 Aquila could never have stood up and 
debated in public like Apollos did, handling the Scriptures so eloquently. 
But. if the Lord hadn't used our home and Aquila's gifts, perhaps Apollos 
would never have been able to do that. It's so encouraging to think that 
when you give your home to the Lord amazing things can happen. 
 
Thank you for sharing your experiences with us Priscilla. No wonder 
Paul called you and Aquila his fellow-workers'.17 
We are all the Lord's co-workers! Remember that and it will impact your 
lives every day. 
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Respectable sins? 

Judgmentalism 

Ben Jones, Toronto, Canada 

In my younger days (as a teenager that is!) a favoured pastime was to meet 
a couple of friends at the local coffee shop in town, claim the sofa by the 
window and enjoy a coffee while watching and commenting on the 
passers-by going about their business. We said that we were 'people-
watching', but in retrospect the innocence of that phrase belies a deeper 
issue - with the watching came comments, and those comments usually 
turned into judgment of those we saw. With even a brief study of scripture 
we can condemn this 'judgmentalism' as sinful,1 and yet it is also 
something that is easy to fall into and often tolerated in Christian circles. 
 
To better understand the issue in question, a working definition of 
judgmentalism is useful. 'Judge', or krino in the Greek, means to separate, 
as in separating the wheat from the chaff, the useful from the useless, or 
the good from the bad. A judge in the legal context would separate the 
innocent from the guilty by comparing a person to a standard set out in 
law, and interpret whether or not they meet that standard. One acting 
judgmentally outside the legal context takes a similar role upon themselves 
- to interpret whether another person has met a certain standard. In the 
earlier coffee-shop example, the standard was not one set by lawmakers or 
scripture, but my own preferences and taste. Even to judge someone based 
on the only righteous standard - the Law of God - requires interpretation 
(for example, the Pharisees' interpretation of the Law did not produce the 
kind of righteousness God really desires) and is ultimately a role that God 
has reserved for Himself.2 

 
It is worth clarifying that, based on Jn 7:24, in certain circumstances 
judgment may be correct - it is in our nature to make judgments about 

There are some sins that we judge to be very serious and agree 
that they are worthy of punishment - or at the very least require 
repentance and a change of behaviour. There are other attitudes 
that some may see as more minor character flaws. 
But, more to the point, how does God view them? 
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things, and in this instance the Lord Jesus gives instruction to judge 'with 
righteous judgment'. In this example, too, though, we see the fundamental 
reason why humans are inadequate judges - Jesus commands us to judge 
not based on appearances, and yet God himself reminded Samuel so many 
years ago that "man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at 
the heart."3 As the Lord Jesus countered the hypocrisy of the Jewish 
leaders, he also exposes the tendency of humans to judge based on 
outward appearance in a way that tends to damage those around us. 
 
Being judgmental of others can be particularly damaging when it takes 
place in the church context (though, again, this is not to deny that church 
discipline is necessary at times). The derogatory comment made over a 
choice of outfit, or out-of-tune singing, creates our own standard and 
enforces it upon a fellow member of the body of Christ in such a way as to 
diminish them and exalt ourselves. Indeed, a study of young people leaving 
churches in the US back in 2007 had 'church members seemed judgmental 
or hypocritical' as one of the most commonly-cited reasons for leaving a 
church.4 In small, close-knit groups word can travel fast and the 
judgmental attitude of one can cause another to stumble and be brought 
down - contrary to Paul's clear exhortation in Rom.12:9-13 to Be devoted to 
one another in brotherly love. Even in this context, a lack of obedience to 
Paul's inspired command would be sinful, and the judgment of others, 
particularly others in the body of Christ, is damaging where the apostle 
would instead seek for us to build one another up.5 But perhaps there is a 
more sinister and damaging root from which we can trace the sin of 
judgmentalism. 
 
Many people can quote Matt.7:1, and quite often in the old English - Judge 
not, that ye be not judged (KJV), but the familiarity of this message may 
have removed from us the solemn importance of the command. The Lord 
Himself explains His meaning for this in the context of this verse - that the 
judgment of others for failings that we ourselves exhibit is the essence of 
hypocrisy and a strong condemnation of the attitudes showed by the 
Jewish leaders of the day.6 As the apostle Paul reminds us, all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God,7 and so none of us truly have the right to 
judge others, since we are all as guilty as they. Paul clarifies the error and 
danger of hypocrisy perhaps most explicitly in Rom.2:1-11 – when we 
judge other people, we accuse them of the very things that we ourselves do, 
and occupy a place as judge to which we have no right. For this reason, 
James reminds us that There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the One who is 
able to save and to destroy; but who are you who judge your neighbor.2 
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Since God is the only Judge, and His standard is His Law, whenever we 
judge others we are not only hypocritical but also usurping (or attempting 
to usurp) the position of God Himself. With even a moment's reflection on 
this thought, we can begin to appreciate the magnitude of this seemingly 
'respectable' sin: we, as flawed and sinful people, claim to have authority to 
fill the judgment seat of the righteous and holy God. Talk about a slippery 
slope! With this in mind, two questions arise: why do we tolerate it in 
others, and how do we avoid falling into this trap ourselves? 
 
Perhaps at least one reason why we tolerate this particular sin is to do with 
its prevalence - when a sin is frequently committed and frequently 
observed, the sense of shock and distaste that we feel when witnessing (or 
committing) certain sins can be dulled and replaced with a worrying 
tolerance and acceptance. However, this in no way diminishes the severity 
of the sin in God's eyes. Paul is explicit and clear in stating that the wages 
for sin - any sin - is death.8 
 
Our first solace in this meditation comes from that very same verse: but the 
free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.8 Despite the gravity of 
any judgment we pass on others, or our tolerance of it in our own churches, 
we are covered and redeemed by the grace of our great God. In this, too, we 
see a more positive and fundamental reason why we, as sinners, should not 
take the mantle of judgment upon ourselves -we are all sinners, and as 
Christians we have no righteousness ourselves, but only that which was 
granted to us on the basis of faith in Christ.9 
 
The wonderful truth of our salvation is that God's grace is available to all, 
because we all need it! While God is perfectly entitled to judge us against 
the perfect standard of His Law, we can now be confident that each and 
every imperfection is covered by the grace of God and the sacrifice of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. In this is both the ultimate condemnation of the sin of 
judgmentalism, and also our ultimate opportunity for freedom from it: if 
salvation is available to all, we can and should focus on sharing this news 
instead of judging those who fall short (and ultimately bring judgment to 
ourselves, because we all fall short). 
 
Just as Paul exhorted the Romans to veer away from being judgmental and 
instead focus on positive exhortation,10 based in brotherly love, we too 
should have this as the focus in both our church context and in our 
conversations with unbelievers. Out of that love, we should remind one 
another of the salvation we have in Christ. Instead of judging or attempting 
to condemn others in hypocrisy (without Christ, we are all condemned), 
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we should instead celebrate the gift of eternal life.8 

 
References: 
(1) Matt.7:1-6; Jas.4:12; Rom.2:1 (2) Jas.4:12 (3) 1 Sam.16:7  
(4) http://bit.ly/2X38sBs (5) 1 Thess.5:11 (6) Matt.7:1-5 (7) Rom.3:23 (8) 
Rom.6:23 (9) 2 Cor.5:21 (10) Rom.12:9-13 
Bible quotations from the NASB. 
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A Titanic Tariff Tussle 

Martin Jones, Hamilton, Canada 

 
Until recently, the most likely place you'd read about 'tariffs' would be in 
an economics textbook - but now they're very much front-page news! 
China has just threatened tariffs of between 5% and 25% on $60 billion of 
US goods. That's retaliation for the US recently threatening to impose 
tariffs of $200 billion on some Chinese goods. A similar tit-for-tat is 
ongoing between the US and two other major trading 'partners' - Canada 
and the EU. 
 
What are tariffs and how do they work? 
Tariffs are a bit like VAT - the % is added to the sale price of the product, 
which the government then collects. The government imposes tariffs on 
selected products from selected countries to make them more expensive 
for their own consumers to purchase. 
 
Why on earth would they want to do that? 
It's all about 'protectionism' of a country's industries - if products from 
other countries become more expensive, it's hoped that consumers will 
decide to buy domestically-produced goods instead, therefore helping the 
local economy. They often work in tandem with government subsidies that 
make local products cheaper. 
 
Why are they suddenly in the news? 
Recent decades have seen a lot of global trade deals which have 
significantly reduced barriers to international trade. The US President 
believes that the US has got a bad deal and been taken advantage of, and 
that these tariffs will level the playing field and help struggling industries 
that produce steel, vehicles and coal. 
 
Are they new? 
Actually, the USA was a fan of tariffs almost from its very start - the second 
piece of legislation that was enacted post-independence brought in tariffs 
to help the new nation to survive and thrive. The defeat of the free-trade 
South in the Civil War meant their continued use, notably in response to 
the Great Depression, until after the Second World War, when the 
impoverished state of many nations called for a new world order and 
greater international co-operation. 
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Are they effective? 
You'd have to search to find an economics expert who says that they are. As 
we're seeing, retaliatory measures escalate so that things end up more 
expensive for everyone and more jobs are lost than created - the opposite 
of what's intended! For example, the EU's 37.5% tariff on American-made 
jeans threatens to wipe out domestic manufacture. Although getting 'tough 
on trade' initially seems politically attractive, the whole scheme carries a 
huge risk of completely backfiring. At the risk of spiritualizing economic 
theory, it does seem quite a 'worldly' solution, doesn't it? 
 
How does it affect me? 
You'll be paying more for some everyday goods. However, we don't have a 
choice, for Romans 13 instructs us to give to everyone what we owe them, 
including punitive taxes and tariffs! But it can make us think about whether 
we might be guilty of actions ourselves, which might seem a good idea at 
first, but carry the risk of ultimately being counter-productive, and are 
certainly not the hallmarks of a disciple of Jesus. In fact, Jesus commands a 
completely different approach: 
 
"If someone slaps yon on one cheek, turn to them the other also. If someone 
takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. Give to everyone who 
asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. Do 
to others as you would have them do to you...love your enemies, do good to 
them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your 
reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is 
kind to the ungrateful and wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is 
merciful."1 
 
It's interesting that Jesus promises a great reward, the exact opposite of 
what His commands seem to indicate - gain instead of loss! Of course, He's 
talking about spiritual, not financial, gain which is much more valuable. 
That's why Peter urges not to repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the 
contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to this you were called so that you 
may inherit a blessing.2 We're unlikely to have the opportunity to 
implement this anti-protectionist strategy on the world stage, but it will 
probably be enough of a challenge to do so with our friends, family, fellow-
Christians, work colleagues and the other people we come into daily 
contact with! 
 
References:  
(1) Lk.6:29-31,35-36 (2) 1 Pet.3:9 NIV 
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Personal story 

Living in God's will 

Thawng Lian Khup (Khupboih) interviews Thang Khaw Lian of the Church of 
God in Khumnuai, Myanmar 
 
Could you tell us what you believed before you received God's salvation? 
I believed that by our own effort we would be saved and go to heaven. 
 
How and when did you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as your saviour, 
since we can't get to heaven by our own effort or good work? 
On 14 October 1992 our brother James shared the good news with me. On 
that day I accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as my personal saviour. He 
baptized me soon after and I was added to the Church of God in Khumnuai, 
Chin State. 
 
Following that, what changes started happening in your life? 
I felt like my burden was rolled away. With a new heart and mind I had a 
great desire to live and do my best for God by being committed. I was 
active in the church gatherings and activities. 
 
How did you face up to temptation and backsliding in your Christian 
life? 
In the year of 2002 I went to India to earn money. When I came back home, 
unfortunately I was agreeing with my friends and started to drink. So, 
instead of meeting with the church, I was backsliding. Whenever brothers 
and sisters from the church invited me to attend the church meeting I 
always got angry and when I drank I felt like stoning them. As I continued 
drinking alcohol, I also started smoking drugs (Canza) and I even sold to 
other people. Many times James and our church elder Lian Khaw Thawng 
came and visited me in my house and taught me from God's Word and 
wanted me to change my life. I know that they love me so much and care 
for me. 
 
Unexpectedly the village chief and elders in Khumnuai chose me to become 
one of the defenders in the village to work with them. Without doing any 
proper work, I spent my life eating and drinking and selling Canza, which is 
against the government and they arrested me on 11 July 2012. 
 
What made you change? 
They first took me to Endailay Jail for three months as a criminal and after 
that they put me to another place called Zebet. Around one month in that 
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place, I suffered a lot for the need of Canza such that I could not even think. 
After one month I found a Bible inside the prison. I came to realize that, 
though I can't change my life, God wanted to change my life and bring me 
here through God's word in Jer.18:4, the vessel that he made of clay was 
marred in the hand of the potter, so he made it again into another vessel. I 
also read from Heb.12:8, But if you are without chastening, of which all have 
become partakers, then you are illegitimate and not sons. And in the book of 
Prov.3:11-12, My son do not despise the chastening of the Lord...for whom 
the Lord loves He corrects, just as a father the son in whom he delights. 
 
In repentance, I prayed to God with tears and I committed my life in His 
hand to lead me according to His will.  Inside the prison, except for 
individual prayer, there was no Christian fellowship. I read in a book 
written by William Carey: 'Expect great things from God; attempt great 
things for God.' That word really touched my heart and, in 2013, with one 
of my friends, we approached the keeper in the jail and asked for their 
permission to have Christian fellowship on Lord's Day, but they refused. On 
27 April 2015 we had a new officer and keeper in the jail. We approached 
them again and got permission from them. 
 
As you were turning back to God, what comfort did you receive from 
Him? 
There was no one to depend upon in the prison except God. He has 
supplied all my need on time from my mom and the church with their 
support in prayer. As I was leading the Christian fellowship in the prison, 
some people misunderstood me and told the officer that if the Christians 
continued their fellowship it will not be good. By prayer, I committed my 
life to God that, because of His unfailing love, when I get release from the 
prison I will seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and live 
for Him. By God's blessing, although I was sentenced to be in the prison for 
ten years, after five years and a month I was released. 
 
What was the first thing you did? 
I have asked forgiveness from my mom, uncles and also the church for 
what I have done, with repentance, and I was added again to the church. 
Even though I have heard my wife made a mistake with another, I have 
forgiven my family also and live with them again.  I am starting a new life 
again for the Lord. I am so grateful that my mom, people in Khumnuai and 
the churches of God, rejoice with me. 
 
Bible quotations from the NKJV. 
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Mission 

- Into the net 

Martin Jones, Hamilton, Canada 

 
The apostle Paul had a problem - he couldn't be in two places at once! A 
pioneer with an international perspective, he understood that God wants 
all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth1 - and so in 
Rom.15 he reveals that, It has always been my ambition to preach the gospel 
where Christ was not known.2 He then admits that, for many years, that's 
what had prevented him stopping off at Rome to spend time with the 
church there. And when he finally made it to Rome, Paul found himself 
bound in prison, his pioneering days now an impossibility! How did Paul 
overcome these frustrating physical limitations? The answer is largely in 
his precious parchments,3 a vital tool used strategically to reach people and 
places he otherwise couldn't - as he wrote to Timothy from prison: God's 
word is not chained.4 And so people in Rome, Corinth, Laodicea, 
Thessalonica, Colossae and beyond could be edified, encouraged, exhorted 
and educated. He encouraged the recipients to share what they'd received 
with others,5 seeding a virility that's reached all the way to us, 2000 years 
later! 
 
And what of today? We've the same commission as Paul and basically the 
same physical limitations, despite global travel being much quicker. We 
might feel bound by work, family, health and/or finances that impede our 
ability to "Go into all the world"6 to 7.5 billion people; and even our so-
called 'full-time workers' only have so many hours in the day and must 
make wise decisions to best utilize time and energy. But we can be very 
thankful that God's given us an internet resource that's so much more 
powerful than a parchment that could only be accessed one place at a time. 
 
The Churches of God have utilized this resource for about twenty years, but 
entered into a new phase of activity with the launch of a revamped website 
in late 2017. Without getting into the technical details, it allows us more 
flexibility in the content we can publish, as well as giving our website a 
more contemporary feel. If you haven't visited recently, check out 
www.churchesofgod.info, where you'll find a couple of dozen videos, over 
200 Search For Truth podcasts, over 2,000 Soundcloud Bible talks, plus 
written content (including twenty eBooks and over 90 years of NT archives 
in pdf format). There is now also a searchable map where you can find all 
current locations of churches of God, and a summary of what we believe, 

http://www.churchesofgod.info/
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information about our Bible camps - and much more. We intend to keep 
adding content fairly regularly, so bookmark the site and keep returning to 
it! 
 
Comparing ourselves to the first century again, Paul had koine Greek as the 
'lingua franca' of the day, and we're blessed with English as a fairly 
common world language, but we're certainly open to finding effective ways 
to reach people in other languages as well, so it's a case of 'watch this 
space.' Even so, we receive messages almost daily from somewhere around 
the world, quite often with a request for help or seeking more information 
about a local assembly. Google Analytics tells us that our largest segments 
of traffic are from the UK and North America, but we tend to hear more 
frequently from visitors in India and Africa. Only the Lord knows what will 
result from these enquiries. 
 
As well as engaging with the work at some level - as a content contributor 
or a consumer - you will make this 24/7 ministry of ours a regular prayer 
focus, won't you? 
 
References:  
(1) 1 Tim.2:4 (2) Rom.15:20 (3) 2 Tim.4:13 (4) 2 Tim.2:9 (5) Col.4:16 (6) 
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