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From the Editors' desk

We are at the start of the year; the old is new again. The change of the date does not change human nature, what the
Bible calls 'the flesh’, so we may fail to learn history's lessons.

In the past, when few learned literacy, oral teaching methods, like the use of spoken proverbs, were employed;
memorable, helpful advice. Things like, 'Too many cooks spoil the broth.' Of course, there was always a danger of
inappropriate application in particular situations, so one had to be armed with an opposite thought when that was
apposite. Thus, 'Many hands make light work' could compete with 'too many cooks'! A proverb is not intended to be the
only rule for every situation. So, in the Scriptures, there is no contradiction in Proverbs 26:4-5. Each statement there is
true, when taken in their different contexts. If there is wisdom in coining proverbs, wisdom is also needed in employing
them.

For instance, who now knows the original setting of Shakespeare's proverbial rejoinder: "hoist with his own petard"?
The modern reader may not know that a petard was an explosive device. Shakespeare meant: let him be blown up by
his own explosive; i.e., let Claudius be killed by his own murderous plots.! And a proverbial use today is, let the person
who offends me be offended himself by his own bad words. If you read the article in this issue about the snowflake
generation, you'll find it germane.

Now you may need to look up 'apposite’, 'rejoinder' and 'germane’ to fully understand what is being written here! And
we may likewise need to check out Bible words to appreciate their original meaning, and note contexts, especially when
they are in proverbial statements, e.g., "Can a blind man lead a blind man? Will they not both fall into a pit?”? The Lord
was not commenting on helping someone with a particular physical need; He was dealing with the need to be accurate
in our teaching; true, biblically supported and well-reasoned. If the teacher doesn't understand the material, what hope
is there for the student? Will we learn from the history of God's dealings with people? Will we look up the facts to see
where mistakes occurred and why, and what is a correct course? Will we recognize the work of our real Enemy? Or will
the 'flesh’ in us content us instead with casual Christianity and a fearful failure to declare the truth if it risks someone
being offended?

At the turn of the year, let us commit ourselves to being assured of the truth, to explore its fullest meaning, and apply it
conscientiously.

NT magazine is intended to help in such endeavours.

(1) W. Shakespeare, Hamlet: Act 3, Scene 4, 1604 edition

(2) Lk.6:39 ESV and see Prov.26:27; Isa.9:16 and Christ's uses of 'blind guides’
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We must keep meeting like this

Kevin Beal, Brantford, Canada

In Heb.10:19-25 we find strong encouragement not to give up meeting together as we function within the churches of
God, particularly as we worship God at the Breaking of the Bread.

Personal motivation

A church-goer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper, complaining that it made no sense to 'go to church' every
Sunday. "I've gone for 30 years now," he wrote, "and in that time I have heard something like 3,000 sermons. But, for the
life of me, I can't remember a single one of them. So, I think I'm wasting my time and the pastors are wasting theirs by
giving sermons at all." This started a real controversy in the 'Letters to the Editor' column, much to the delight of the
editor. It went on for weeks until someone wrote this clincher: "I've been married for 30 years now. In that time my wife
has cooked some 32,000 meals. But, for the life of me, I cannot recall the entire menu for a single one of those meals.
But I do know this: they all nourished me and gave me the strength [ needed to do my work. If my wife had not given
me these meals, [ would be physically dead today. Likewise, if I had not gone to church for nourishment..."

Principled beliefs

In Ex.3:12 it is said that the Hebrew people were being brought out of Egypt to worship God on the mountain where
Moses later received the Ten Commandments. It was God's desire to be worshipped at that time, and it still is today.!
Ex.19 brings out four points that God desired for His people back then and still does today. They were presented to the
Israelites and agreed upon through Moses, who made at least seven trips up the mountain as he relayed messages from
God. They were:

1. To obey.2 We must be obedient and worship God the way He desires.

2. To hear and listen.3 Today we still need to hear the Word of God.

3. To consecrate themselves with clean hearts.* We need first to have ourselves made clean by the blood of Christ,
and to return to it as the ground of our cleansing from confessed sin day by day.>

4. Torespect God's boundaries.® A similar thing applies today, and calls for our respect. God sets boundaries for
those who break bread in churches of God. Reading through the New Testament will not show any example of
an unbaptized believer breaking bread, for example. Consecutive steps are listed in Acts 2:41, from which we
note that only those who have been saved, baptized and added can break bread as part of a worshipping house
for God.”

Preferring God's way

The story of King David and the prophet Nathan shows David's desire to do something for the Lord in his own way.8
Through this mistake, we learn that we shouldn't decide to worship in our own way. God has laid out in the Bible the
exact way He wants His people to meet with Him and worship. David didn't get upset when Nathan shared the news
from God to him. We should act the same and do as God wants. David desired to be in God's house.® He reflected upon
everything God had done for him in his life and wanted to give something back in return to the Lord. If we reflect on
what Jesus did for us at Calvary then we, too, should be a people who want to give back to Him.

Priority action

Finally, let's recall Annal? the prophetess who lived and prayed in the temple. We could ask why she would want to be
there. The reason must have been because God was there, and so it became her priority to be there also. We should have
the same desire and take the opportunity to be with Him on the Lord's Day and when assembling together for the church
prayers. Putting God first is important, as perhaps seen in the US President who refused to be sworn in on a Lord's Day.
General Zachary Taylor refused to take the constitutional oath of presidential office on Sunday March 4,1849. It is
debatable whether this was due to personal conviction or to his being afraid of what Christians would think. Either way,
the point remains that either for himself, or for others, Sunday was regarded as not being the appropriate day for him
to become president. Christians were respected as wanting to put God first, and that is as it should be.

Therefore, let us be sure that we are not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging
one another.1!

References: (1) Ex.7:16; Jn 4:23 (2) Ex.19:3-6 (3) Ex.19:9 (4) Ex.19:10-11, 14-15 (5) Jn1:7 (6) Ex.19:12-13 (7) 1 Pet.2:5;
Heb.3:6 (8) 1 Chron.17 (9) Ps.27:4, 26:8 (10) Lk.2:36-38 (11) Heb.10:25 Bible quotations from NASB
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Firstborn

Karl Smith, Kirkintilloch, Scotland

Are you the firstborn in your family? Unless you are a member of a royal family, this probably doesn't have as much
significance for you as it did for the Israelites. As in most societies in the ancient Middle East, it was not abnormal in
Israel for a man to have more than one wife. This meant that each wife's firstborn son was not necessarily the firstborn
son in the family. We need to distinguish between the father's firstborn and the firstborn of each woman.

The father's firstborn, by the wife who first provided a son, inherited the father's authority over the family. Gen.49:3
shows the ideas that were attached to the firstborn. Jacob calls Reuben

"my firstborn,
my might, and the firstfruits of my strength,
preeminent in dignity and preeminent in power. "

He represented the energy and virility of the young father. Alongside this dominant position in the family, he would
receive a double share in the inheritance. With His usual eye for the underdog, God later insisted in His law that this was
to apply without favouritism. A man was not to by-pass the son of the first wife in favour of the second wife's son, even
if he loved his second wife more, as Jacob had done.! The firstborn had to be respected.

Jacob knew all about schemes to escape the law of the firstborn. Although he was a twin, his brother, Esau, had the
birthright since he appeared first. Jacob came out of the womb clutching Esau's heel and his early life seems to have
been full of attempts to grasp at Esau's position in the family! As a wild young man, Esau failed to value his birthright
and sold it to Jacob for one single meal when hungry after a hunting expedition.2 Their spiritual giant of a father, Isaac,
had not only an inheritance to give to the firstborn, however, but also a blessing. Jacob disguised himself as his brother,
fooling his blind father, and fell heir to this as well. Whilst we may not approve of Jacob's tactics, we are warned not to
be like Esau, who despised his birthright. We should appreciate any privileges God has given us and not trade them for
anything.

And what about Jacob's own firstborn? He too lost his birthright as a result of sin. Reuben slept with Jacob's concubine
(a kind of unofficial wife with lesser status) and his father disinherited him in favour of Joseph, as 1 Chron.5:1 explains.
In this way Jacob, who lived before the Law was given, was enabled to pass the role of the firstborn to the son of his
favourite wife, Rachel, after all. Joseph, however, spiritually strong and obedient, seems to have had the character of the
firstborn and to have deserved the role. The descendants of Joseph, the tribes of Manasseh and Ephraim, also took this
prominent position in the early days of Israel's history. Moses even calls them:

"A firstborn bull - he has majesty,

and his horns are the horns of a wild ox;
with them he shall gore the peoples,

all of them, to the ends of the earth;

they are the ten thousands of Ephraim,
and they are the thousands of Manasseh. "3

The numbers here remind us that, even in his last days, Jacob seems unable to deal with the matter of the firstborn in a
straightforward way. Manasseh, not Ephraim, was Joseph's firstborn. When it came time to bless these grandchildren,
whom he regarded as his own sons, Jacob placed his right hand on the head of Ephraim and prophesied that he would
be the greater of these two great men. All of this seems to illustrate God's sovereignty and His ability to bring us blessing,
even despite the situation we might find ourselves in at birth.

Jacob's pride in Reuben, and then in his treatment of Joseph as his firstborn, gives a beautiful picture of how God felt
about the people of Israel as a whole. When He commanded Pharaoh to release the Israelites from their slavery in Egypt,
He said, 'Israel is my firstborn son '.* It was Pharaoh's failure to let God's 'firstborn’ go, that led to the destruction of the
literal firstborn of the Egyptians. The Law promised that Israel would have the pre-eminent position appropriate to the
firstborn "high above all the nations of the earth"s if they obeyed God's commandments. How amazing it is that God's
people should be so close to His heart that He can describe them this way.

Quite apart from the status in the family of the father's firstborn son, there was a law that applied to the firstborn son
of each mother. The firstborn belonged in a special way to God, who said at the time of the Exodus:

"Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is the first to open the womb among the people of Israel, both of man and of
beast, is mine. "¢

This is initially presented as a reminder of what the Lord had done to the firstborn in Egypt in rescuing the Israelites.”
The precious blood of the Passover lamb in each household had been shed to rescue the Israelite firstborn from the
destroying angel. Therefore, they belonged to God in a special way.
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On another level, this seems to be an expression of gratitude to God for the gift of fertility, consistent with the offering
of the firstfruits of the crop to God:

"You shall not delay to offer from the fullness of your harvest and from the outflow of your presses. The firstborn of your
sons you shall give to me. "8

This was a very ancient practice. Even Abel brought of the firstborn of his flock.? Everything we have comes from God
and we must acknowledge that He has the first right to it for His own use. Therefore, the firstborn animal from each
womb was presented to God as a sacrifice, provided that it was a clean male animal. Unclean animals, however, could
not be sacrificed and these could be bought back (that is 'redeemed’) for five shekels of silver.10

There was no question of sacrificing the human firstborn on the altar. Kings of the neighbouring nations had sacrificed
their firstborn sons in seeking the favour of their terrible gods, as the king of Moab did in 2 Kgs.3:27.11 This was not the
thought here at all, however. Rather the firstborn was consecrated to God. They were presented at the temple and
ceremonially redeemed with a price in silver, but they would still be regarded as consecrated to God to live for Him.

Initially the consecrated firstborn sons of each family were to have been the assistants to the priests. When the Levites
demonstrated their loyalty to God at the time when the people had turned to the golden calf, God said that the people
could 'buy back’ their firstborn from Him by paying the Levites over to Him instead.!? There were 273 more firstborn
than Levites, however, and the redemption price of five shekels for each remaining firstborn had to be paid before they
could be released to normal life.!3 Thus, the firstborn came to be associated with redemption. The firstborn Israelite at
the Passover was redeemed by the blood of the lamb. Then they had been redeemed by the price in silver and by the
substitution of the Levites.

Different again from the order of birth in the family, however, God could make the man of His choice firstborn in rank.
Whilst the role of firstborn passed from Reuben to Joseph, 1 Chron.5:2 adds that the kings descended from a different
son of Jacob again, namely Judah. The first king from this line was David, who was also not the literal firstborn.
Nevertheless, God promised to make him

“the firstborn,

the highest of the kings of the earth. "4

This seems the most important meaning of firstborn when discussing the Messiah.
The writer to the Hebrews describes the Lord Jesus as 'the firstborn':

And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,

"Let all God's angels worship him."1>

He is David's son or descendant, but also God's only begotten Son.1¢ This phrase does not imply that the Father existed
before the Son or that He needed any other being to beget Him. Rather, it emphasizes that His relationship to the Father
is eternal and unique. Because we are in Him, God can view us with the Father's love for the firstborn Son, in an even
deeper sense than He could with Israel.

Whilst He was God's firstborn, the Lord Jesus was also firstborn to Mary, who gave birth to her firstborn son.1” She later
had other children with Joseph. By law, she would have been required to present her male firstborn at the temple. This
is what she and Joseph were doing there when Simeon met them, along with the sacrifice that was needed for the
purification after childbirth.18 Simeon, however, had the insight to recognise that, rather than requiring redemption, this
firstborn would be the one to redeem us. He was God's 'salvation' for Jew and Gentile, but it would come at the price of
great suffering, seeing which a sword would pierce Mary's own soul.1® There were those who were waiting for the
redemption of Jerusalem.?? In God's firstborn, as to His divinity, in Mary's firstborn, as to His humanity, it had arrived.

References:

() Deut.21:15-17 (2) Gen.25:34 (3) Deut.33:17 (4) Ex.4:22 (5) Deut.28:1 (6) Ex.13:2 (7) Ex.13:15 (8) Ex.22:29 (9)
Gen.4:4 (10) Num.18:15-17 (11) see also 2 Kgs.16:3 (12) Num.8:18 (13) Num.3:46-47 (14) Ps.89:27 (15) Heb.1:6 (16)
Jn 3:16 NKJV (17) Lk.2:7 (18) Lk.2:22-24 (19) Lk.2:29-35 (20) Lk.2:38

Bible quotations from ESV unless stated otherwise
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High points

David Viles, Hayes, England

1 lift up my eyes to the hills...
My help comes from the LORD,

the Maker of heaven and earth.!

Weary pilgrims journeying up to the temple in Jerusalem doubtless drew rich spiritual encouragement from these Songs
of Ascents? as they gazed up towards their goal. Yet 'high points' were to be both a blessing and a bane for Israel. On the
one hand, Mount Moriah - God's holy mountain3; on the other, successive kings failing to eliminate rival centres of
sacrifice and worship on every high hill.#

Abraham's ascent

What made Mount Moriah special was not its elevation -when Abraham first looked up to the hills, the 'mountain’ was
probably no higher than 2,400 feet, easily overlooked by nearby heights.> The difference was that God Himself appointed
both the place - the region of Moriah - and the purpose: "your son, your only son, ... Isaac ... Sacrifice him there ... on a
mountain I will show you. "¢ We are drawn inexorably into the detail of the Genesis account -the increasing tension as
they take everything necessary for the sacrifice; Abraham's faithful determination expressed in the threefold 'l/we will'
"go over there ... worship ... and then we will come back to you ", fully believing that God would be able to salvage the
situation;8 the poignancy of father and son walking together, of Isaac's curiosity about the absence of the lamb, of his
submission to his aged father's will; the father's actions presented almost in slow motion as he prepares the sacrifice;
and the dramatic conclusion. Our minds, understanding something of Abraham's anguish and transfixed by the horror
of impending tragedy, are flooded with relief- a substitute is found!

On a human level, it is masterly narration. For the Christian, comparison and contrast between Isaac's near sacrifice and
the actual sacrifice of the Son of God provide rich insight into the wonders of divine love and grace. Isaac was the unique
son of divine promise,? whereas the Son whom he foreshadowed - the only begotten of the Father!? was not to be spared
through the provision of a substitutionary sacrifice, but was delivered ... up for us all.1? God's provision greatly impressed
Abraham - he named the mountain Jehovah-Jireh - 'the Lord will provide', or 'the Lord will see to it', and it became
known as 'the mountain of the Lord'.12 There is a lesson here, too, for us as we reflect on the spiritual challenge to take
the knife (metaphorically) to anything in our lives which would limit our faith in and obedience to our loving heavenly
Father.

David's discernment

Over centuries of Jewish tradition, the 'mountain in the region of Moriah' of Genesis became identified with Mount
Moriah, facing the slightly higher Mount Zion across the Tyropoeon Valley. Excluding the years of the Captivity, from the
time of King Solomon's temple, Mount Moriah continued to be the focus of worship and sacrifice for the Jewish nation
until the destruction of AD70.

The location of this central sanctuary came about by divine revelation to the heart of a man who was ready to receive it
- King David. The circumstances - at the conclusion of a severe plague sent by God in punishment for David's temerity
in counting his warriors - were not propitious.!3 It was at the place where the plague stopped - the threshing floor of
Oman on Mount Moriah!# - that David was commanded to build an altar; sin had been dealt with and worship could
now be acceptable. Although not an Israelite, Oman's striking willingness to surrender his land and entire livelihood to
enable the altar and its offerings to be instituted, continued the theme of sacrifice associated with the mountain. It must
have been a tempting offer, but we savour David's discerning response, the essence of any sacrifice pleasing to God -"I
will not take for the LORD what is yours, or sacrifice a burnt offering that costs me nothing.... The house of the LORD God is
to be here, and also the altar of burnt offering for Israel. "15

References:

(1) Ps.121:1-2 (2) Ps.120 to 134 (3) Ps.48:1 (4)2 Kgs.17:10 (5) Under King Solomon, the mountain was raised
considerably higher as a result of the great temple platform on its summit. (6) Gen.22:2 (7) Gen.22:5 (8) Heb.11:19 (9)
Gen.21:12 (10) Jn 1:14NK]V. As if to emphasise the comparison, Heb.11:17 uses the same term - only begotten - to
describe Isaac's relationship to Abraham. (11) Rom.8:32 NKJV (12) Gen.22:14 (13)2 Sam.24; 1 Chron.21 (14) Or
Araunah the Jebusite - 2 Sam.24:16 (15) 1 Chron.21:24; 22:1

Quotations from the NIV (1984) unless otherwise stated
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They're out to get us!

David Webster, Liverpool,

"They're out to get me!" People who feel this way are often suffering from paranoid delusions and need psychiatric help.
Fear when there is nothing to fear, and feeling that you have enemies when you don't, is irrational. However, it is rational
to be frightened where there is danger and to be wary when there really are people seeking you harm. The Word of God
teaches us that those who seek to follow the Lord Jesus are living in a hostile environment and really do have enemies!

The New Testament writings identify three enemies: a trinity of evil aimed at derailing our Christian lives and putting
us out of action. There are two enemies on the outside: the Devil, who set himself against the purposes of God, and 'the
world'. The enemy on the inside is our sinful nature, referred to as 'the flesh'.

Now we can easily understand the hostility of Satan, the Devil, but the world? Doesn't God love the world? And what do
we mean by 'the flesh'?

In the New Testament the world in this negative sense is society organising itself on its own terms in opposition to God
in its thinking, its ideas and its ways. John warns us about the world and points out three of its component parts: Do not
love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in them. For everything in the
world- the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life - comes not from the Father but from the world.! We
need to be careful about what we desire, look for and rejoice in!

We are instructed, Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.2 The
world is enemy territory! Our minds so easily absorb the world's thinking. Sadly it is sometimes a hard lesson for us to
learn. Often we can see in the company of the world a rather nice and comfortable place. The Christian writer A W Tozer
put it like this:

'"The idea that this world is a playground instead of a battleground has now been accepted in practice by the vast
majority of fundamentalist Christians. They might hedge around the question if they were asked bluntly to declare their
position, but their conduct gives them away. They are facing both ways, enjoying Christ and the world ... '3

The Gnostics taught that it did not matter what a person did in their body - only the spiritual side mattered. That is not
what the Bible teaches and the second enemy is from within ourselves. The use of the term 'flesh’' can be confusing at
first. Sometimes it does indeed mean the physical body, and what can be achieved naturally by it without God. But in its
negative use, the flesh is our human nature with its natural tendency to sin, governed by the mind.

Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh desires; but those who live in accordance with
the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed
by the Spirit is life and peace. The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law, nor can it do
so. Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God.*

The 1984 N1V translates this word as 'sinful nature' and that is exactly what it refers to! Which of us has not discovered
the truth of the words of the Lord Jesus, “The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak"S when facing temptation?

Finally the Devil himself is our great enemy. We are warned about his schemes,® including blinding our minds,” and
having the whole world under his control.®

Despair? Not at all! The Lord Jesus, who is in the process of transforming us,? has overcome the world!? and defeated
Satan.!! As we look at these enemies in more detail in coming months let's rejoice that we know the One who has
overcome.

References: (1) 1 Jn 2:15-16 (2) Rom.12:2 (3) AW Tozer, This World: Playground or Battleground? O M Publishing,
Carlisle 1996 (4) Rom.8:5-8 (5) Matt.26:41 (6) Eph.6:11 (7) 2 Cor.4:4 (8) 1 Jn 5:19 (9) See Phil.3:20-21 & Jn 5:18 (10)
Jn 16:33 (11) See Jn 12:31; Heb.2:14

Bible quotations from the NIV
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Personal transformation

Brian Johnston, Leigh, England

Makeover programs have become popular TV viewing. We're intrigued to see the different appearance of a house or
garden after a team of experts gets to work changing it. But do we show as much interest in a makeover of our character?

After the original sin, one consequence was that we lost the ability to desire God. The Apostle Peter, writing to Christian
believers, encourages them to live the rest of their time ... no longer for the lusts of men, but for the will of God! The lusts
of men don't - and can't - express any desire for God.

As believers on the Lord Jesus, spiritual disciplines can reshape our habits and desires. But how exactly can they be
reformed? How does the process work biblically?

Renewed by having our thinking shaped by the Bible

The Apostle Paul, for only the second time in his letter to Christians at Rome, issues commands in the twelfth chapter
when he says: Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove
what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.? Habits and behaviours will never be changed
unless we have our thinking renewed. The passive alternative is to allow our thinking to be shaped by the influence of
the world around us - namely by the pressure of our peers as, for example, when we brainlessly ‘Like’ what others are
'liking' on Facebook. The world is so good at squeezing us into its mould in the same way that jelly takes the shape of
whatever mould you choose to put it into when you pour it out as liquid and let it set. By contrast, when we allow our
perceptions to be readjusted by what we read in God's Word, our minds are renewed, and personal transformation can
take place.

Spiritual transformation is the combined process of mortification and renewal by which the elements of our character
take on the elements of Christ's character - his mind,3 will,# and emotions.>

What is mortification? Both Romans chapter 8 and Colossians chapter 3 mention this: it is to consider our members
which are on the earth as being dead to such things as immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire and greed. Mortification
(literally putting to death, or killing off) is a largely forgotten Christian discipline. It involves us in recognising evil and
then refusing it. This we do by setting our mind so that we can bring our body to submission such that it becomes poised
to do good. This doesn't happen by force of will, but by spiritual disciplines which target the breaking of bad habits:
turning us from evil when we make no provision for the lusts of the flesh.t It's by figuratively gouging out our eye, and
cutting offhand or foot.” This certainly means reaching for the 'off button should we encounter profanity or nudity in
our viewing. Mortification occurs by putting off what's inconsistent with the life of our risen Lord. The Apostle Paul
said: I discipline my body and make it my slave so that ...I will not be mastered by anything.® One spiritual discipline is
fasting (Whenever you fast®) to gain the mastery over physical appetites. And, of course, to renew the mind, we must
have that daily Bible reading and meditating habit.

Lobsters, which shed their shells to grow, secrete enzymes that soften the shell and its joints. The shell then splits up
the back and the creature backs out, leaving it behind. Lobsters increase their size by about 20% every time they do
this, which averages four or five times per year. Growth - physical growth - for the lobster would be impossible if it
somehow refused to discard its old shell. Its development would be stunted, constricted: and neither can we grow
spiritually if we fail to lay aside the behaviours and attitudes which were once typical of our former self.

Renewed when we suffer affliction for Christ's sake

The Apostle Paul, from personal experience, talks of: carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus ... our outer man is
decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day. For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal
weight of glory far beyond all comparison.1° The context for renewal here is Paul talking very candidly to the Corinthians
about some of his many afflictions in service for the Lord. His theme teaches that blessings come out of buffetings. As
well as the spreading of grace through the progress of the Gospel as it's preached, inner renewal takes place in the
minister of the Gospel who, as a result of any mistreatment received, has the opportunity of becoming like Jesus in His
death (the dying of Jesus). If you're facing difficulties even as you try to live faithfully for the Lord, take some
encouragement from Paul's words: in the longer term, in the bigger picture of our lives, there's no comparison between
present frustrations and future glories. Peter says, he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin,! and this would
seem to clearly indicate that affliction shapes attitude, and this is the renewing of our mind.

Renewed as we focus on our present union with Christ

In chapter 3 of Colossians, Paul gives us a recipe for spiritual transformation: you have been raised up with Christ, keep
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seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on the things above ... and ... put
on the new self!2 This is the right way in which to be other-worldly. When we're heavenly-minded in this way, we're of
maximum earthly use for the Lord. It's about living at a higher level - and so not falling short of God's image by behaving
inconsistently with our identity as a Christian. The value of a disciplined life in striving against sin is that we are trained
by it to share His holiness.13

This Bible text is about the sort of mindfulness that's produced in a believer on the Lord Jesus when he or she is moment
by moment practising what it means to be conscious of eternal realities. If we're constantly mindful of our having died
... with Christ, and of the present status of our life as hidden with Christ in God,’* we'll discover the motivation to put to
death, by the Spirit, the deeds of our body, meaning things like immorality and greed. A previous generation of Christians
called this process 'mortification’ - the Bible speaks of crucifying the fallen nature;!> taking up our cross;1¢ as well as of
cutting off and putting off unhelpful sinful worldly habits. Since we've been raised with Christ, we're to remain mindful
of God's things, while awaiting to be revealed with Him in glory. Day by day, as we journey to that destiny, we should be
actively concerned to exchange the elements of self for those of His character, namely compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness, patience, forgiveness, love.l” It's mindfulness of our union with Christ!8 that motivates the discipline of
endeavouring that our every action should be characteristic of the Lord. There's habit-forming discipline involved in
changing from being a nasty, impatient person into becoming a person characterized by kindness and patience.
Something we need to be absolutely convinced about is that behaviour modification begins with the mind - what we
choose to think about.

Renewed to reflect the fact we've already become a new creation

In Ephesians chapter 4, Paul says: Walk no longer just as the Gentiles ... in the futility of their mind, being darkened in their
understanding, excluded from the life of God ... because of the hardness of their heart ... have given themselves over to
sensuality ... But you did not learn Christ in this way ... in reference to your former manner of life ... lay aside the old self...
be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness
and holiness of the truth.1®

Renewal of the spirit of our mind is about forsaking a past lifestyle of futility by learning to live differently after receiving
Christ. To get there, we've to forsake past futile ways. That's the first step before we can put on Christ. In other words,
we shouldn't live as we once did; not in the same way that unbelievers live. How did we once live? What things are
characteristic of how our unbelieving friends live? Let's pick out four things Paul said. He describes them as being of a
futile mind - meaning their lives are totally devoid of God's purpose. Then Paul writes about their darkened
understanding - it's darkened because it's without God's revelation to guide them. Paul goes on to say that they have
hardened hearts - in that they are insensitive to God and his ways. And finally, Paul mentions impure greed and deceitful
lusts - in other words living for self-gratification in one form or another.

Personal spiritual transformation is about having our lives defined by God's purpose; guided by His revelation; having
become sensitive to His ways; while denying ourselves self-gratification - all by renewing the spirit of our mind. This is
clear from the text as it talks about laying aside the futile elements before putting on the new self, renewed in the image
of God. This is all by God's grace, of course, but it does require effort on our part. (Grace is opposed to earning, but not
to effort). By the renewing of our mind comes the reforming of our character, one behaviour or habit at a time.
God's Word in the power of His Spirit enters the mind and filters down into our heart and there shapes our will to
produce habitual, behavioural change in the life of our soul.

References: (1) 1 Pet.4:2 (2) Rom.12:2 (3) 1 Cor.2:16 (4) 1 Pet.4:2 (5) Phil.1:8 (6) Rom.13:14 (7) Matt.5:29-30 (8) 1
Cor.9:27; 6:12 (9) Matt.6:16 (10) 2 Cor:4:10,16-17 (11) 1 Pet.4:1 (12) Col.3:1-2,10 (13) Heb.12:4,11,10 (14) Col.3:3 (15)
Gal.5:24 (16) Lk.9:23 (17) Col.3:12-14 (18) Col.3:1,3 (19) Eph.4:17-24

Bible quotations from NASB
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Can you help me with this?

seems to say that Christ's sacrifice won't cover me if I go on sinning
Geoff Hydon, Mount Forest, Canada

For if we sin wilfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a
certain fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries.

Perhaps many Christian believers live in fear of judgment beyond death on their wilful sins. It is important to know that
when once we have been saved by Christ's sacrifice for us, God will not punish us eternally for sins that Christ has
already paid for. Rewards can be lost, but eternal salvation cannot.! Even our future sins are covered.2 What then does
this passage in Hebrews mean? Some emphasize the description 'wilfully' and it is surely true that God may afflict us
during our lives if, having accepted the Saviour, we rebel against Him. All opportunity in this life for service pleasing to
God could indeed be wasted, along with any eternal benefit of divine reward!3

We should, however, first go back to the start of the chapter, and understand the wider context of no ... sacrifice for sins.
There we learn about sacrifices needed by Israelites under the old covenant that ruled their relationship with God. The
lives of bulls and goats were taken in substitution for sinners,* and God foreknew those sacrifices were a picture of what
Christ would do at Calvary.5 While those animal sacrifices resulted then in atonement for repentant ones, it was not
something special about the animal that achieved that; it was simply that by them faithfully fulfilling God's requirements
for sacrifice under that regime God sovereignly covered sins in anticipation of what Christ would accomplish. And those
animal sacrifices of Moses' Law therefore ceased to be relevant when Christ died, once-for-all, and introduced a new
covenant.® They were superseded by sinning ones instead placing faith in Him; a confidence that God was willing and
able to place all the punishment due to us on Him.”

The first (Jewish) readers of Hebrews might indeed have been thinking of going back to their old ways, including using
animal sacrifices. But not only would such a course be spiritually disastrous for them,8 and totally offensive to God, it
would be pointless, for there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins available to them under the Law, i.e.,, God does not
accept old covenant sacrifices as an alternative to Christ's sacrifice. There is no alternative, and therefore why go back
to join with those who remain in denial of Christ and are exposed fully to the judgment of God in this life and the next?

The description of God in Heb.10:27-30 is always true; He has not changed in character and is not restricted, like men
who implemented Moses' law, to merely inflicting a physical death penalty. And He justly inflicts proportionate
vengeance on those who know very well the wrongness of their actions.? So those are greatly at risk who have
understood the cost of salvation, the cross of Christ, and accepted God's free gift, but then insultingly turn around and
live in open denial of what they had previously espoused. We are led to conclude they 'deserve' stronger retribution,
which it would be right to fear, though we are left to ponder exactly how God will deal with them. The writer of Hebrews
understandably just leaves it there, for his object was to point people away from apostasy. Disagreeing with teaching on
some issues, and leaving churches of God, does not usually, of course, result in Heb.10:29 being applicable; but in the
first century, for a Jew to become a believer, then to deny Christ and revert to Judaism would seem to fit, and there may
be a modern parallel in terms of persons re-engaging with Christ-denying religions today. However, we should never
assume we can sin and then repent, because unless God grants it, repentance may never occur.!"

Today, it is true that Christian believers need not fear that they themselves might face eternal judgment, though we
should be deeply concerned for the unsaved who have a false sense of security as they follow totally ineffective religious
ideas. The consequences of rejecting Christ are always formidable. And this Bible passage impresses on us that we must
not jeopardize our own potential for a life of service by wilfully departing from what God has revealed to us.1!

References: (1) 1 Cor.3:14-15 (2) Jn 5:24; 1 Jn 2:1-2 (3) Heb.10:34-39 (4) See especially Lev.16:6-7 (5) Heb.10:1 (6)

Heb.9:15,26 (7) See Isa.53:5-6; Heb.10:9-10; 1 Jn 1:7-9 (8) Heb.10:29 (9) Cf. Ps.19:12-13 and the emphasis on
'unintentionally' in Lev.4:2 (10) 2 Tim.2:25-26 (11) Phil.3:16 Bible quotations from NKJV
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Songs

Richard Hutchinson & Sarah Bell, Vancouver, Canada

Having been led out of slavery and suffering in Egypt by Moses, the people of Israel found themselves trapped between
the pursuing armies of Pharaoh and the impassable expanse of the Red Sea. "Were there no graves in Egypt", they asked
Moses, "that you led us out to the wilderness to die?" Moses replied: "The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to
be silent. "

What followed was a glorious salvation, a miracle that would define Israel as a people to this day. The sea parted to allow
the people to cross in safety and then swept over the chasing chariots of Egypt leaving no-one to pursue them further.

In response to this awe-inspiring intervention, Moses and the people sang a song of praise that is still revered by the
Jewish community today: The Song of the Sea. It spans eighteen verses, celebrating the victory of God over the army of
Egypt and exalts Him as the Lord

"... majestic in holiness,
awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders "2

a loving redeemer who would lead them into promise. First had come complaints and bitterness, then the order to be
silent and trust God to work - now came the impulse to praise and magnify the Lord and Moses gave voice to that impulse
in grand language.

At the end of the song, we're told that Miriam took up the refrain once more, with tambourine and dancing, leading all
the women to rejoice again:

"Sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously.
The horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. "3

It almost seems a footnote to the main action, but we shouldn't overlook the significance of what Miriam and the women
brought to Israel's praise that day.

Other than the dispute she and Aaron raised with Moses in Num.12 and the record of her death a few chapters later, this
is the only episode we read involving Miriam as an adult, yet she is identified alongside Moses and Aaron in Mic.6:4 as
one of the three leaders of Israel during this time and she is introduced as a prophetess in verse 20. That suggests her
role here was significant. In leading the women to take up the song and dance with tambourines, Miriam brought an
exuberance, a joyfulness to the praise being offered. The richness of Moses' words gave expression to the people's awe
at what God had done, but that reverence was supplemented by the worshipful dancing of the rejoicing women.

The role of joy in our personal worship as we praise God, the exuberant expression of thankfulness, is a very necessary
part of what we bring to Him. Miriam was moved to lead others further into celebrating this foundational moment in
their history.

We don't often read of men dancing in Scripture, and the one occasion that readily springs to mind, when David danced
before the Ark with all his might as it was brought into Jerusalem,* was considered obscene by Michal (and likely others).
It seems it was undignified' behaviour for a man, let alone a king, to dance, but David felt the significance of the occasion
and said he would make himself even more contemptible by celebrating before the Lord.

Miriam recognised a need to elevate the moment of Israel's salvation with joyful praise, tambourines and dancing, and
she knew the women of Israel had a particular capacity to express that in a way the men may have struggled to.

God loves to see us joyful and moved to show it. Praise him with tambourine and dance, Ps.150:4 tells us, which was
exactly Miriam's response. Malachi speaks of God's final salvation when the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing
in its wings and in response people will leap about like calves released from their cramped stalls.> To know God's grace
and love as a reality in our lives is a truly joyful thing and we must always remember that the precious thoughts we find
in Scripture, any service we do in God's name, must always be seasoned and enhanced by joyfulness on our part. Joy
must be evident; we must demonstrate it somehow. You can't be passively joyful.

Miriam showed that the glorifying of God by Moses' words was not enough for the occasion, there had to be
demonstrative joy there too.

In that great purpose she was an inspirational leader to the women. May her example teach our spirits to dance joyfully
when we consider our own salvation by God's mighty hand.

References: (1) Ex.14:10-14 (2) Ex.15:11 (3) Ex.15:21 (4) 2 Sam.6:14-22 (5) Mal.4:2
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The fear of the Lord

Michael Johnston, Kirkintilloch, Scotland

Imagine you are buying a Christmas present for a family member. You are distant from the person and consider it to be
an obligation. I guess you would still try to buy them something pleasant, though you might not put the same thought
or effort into the gift as into one for someone you know and love. What would it take for you to deliberately give a
present that was damaged, or something that you were throwing away? What contempt for the person would that
display?

It is quite something to openly flaunt contempt for someone in front of them. It displays that you hold such a low opinion
of the person that you don't even care they know that you think so poorly of them. In Mal.1:6-8, this is exactly what God
is telling His people that they are doing to Him: they are offering gifts to Him that are defective, and so are despising His
name. While this is quite a negative example, it does clearly highlight the way in which the quality of our offerings can
be used to gauge whether we are regarding Him with the appropriate fear.

That this theme of fearing the Lord (or not fearing) should be a major theme in Malachi is significant: the people had
now returned to their land from their time in exile, and had this chance to change their ways, and fulfil the purpose for
which the Lord had given them the law in the first place: that they may learn to fear me all the days that they live on the
earth, and that they may teach their children so.”! Their practices of idol-worship were lost as a result of this discipline
from God and so, without the distractions present in the religious life of the people that had inhibited them before, they
could treat God with the reverence with which He is rightly to be regarded. Sadly, what we find instead, is that the whole
span of religious life had come to be held in the lowest regard, and the people were trying to carry out only enough of
the law so that they could claim to be keeping it, presumably to those around about as they looked for the praise of their
peers.

But fearing the Lord goes further than merely the way that we act towards Him in offerings, it includes the way we speak
of Him to one another as well - as the Lord continues to explain through Malachi. In Mal.2:4-9, the Lord speaks of a
‘covenant of fear' with Levi. You might have thought that this still concerned the correct offerings in the temple, since it
was the sons of Levi through Aaron that were offering them as priests, but the proof of the goodness of that initial
covenant is that true instruction ... was found on his lips. This was the teaching of the Law, and so we can add rightly
handling the word of truth? as one of the things that we must do if we are to aim to act in the fear of the Lord.

It is no wonder, then, that many of the Lord Jesus' rebukes were aimed at the scribes and the Pharisees: the teachers of
the people in His day. These ranged from His gentle rebuke to Nicodemus, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do
not understand these things? "3 to the woes He pronounced against them in Matt.23.4 The quality of the teachers directly
affects the spiritual health of the people they teach; Jesus' comment on these people was that they were helpless, like
sheep without a shepherd.® Treating the condition of God's people without due care betrays a contempt of the
accountability that the teacher has to God in this matter, much the same way as the giver of gifts displayed contempt in
offering poor ones.

There is one more discussion of the fear of the Lord contained within the book of Malachi, and it concerns faith. Contrast
the words of the wicked who say that "It is vain to serve God"¢ with the vindication that those who fear the Lord will
know.” The difference is in the span of time in which they are happy so see their prosperity: the wicked can only see the
short-term costs that their religious service brings, whereas those who fear the Lord are willing to wait for their
prosperity. Those short-term costs are two-fold, with the fact that the righteous will miss out on the prosperity that the
wicked are enjoying, while still having to pay the tithe out of their incomes. For a person to continue to pay the tithe and
not enjoy the increased incomes of those willing to act unscrupulously in their trading solely because it is required by
God, even to the apparent detriment of their ability to provide for their own families, requires them to have faith that
God will indeed respond in the way that He declares in Malachi 3:10-12, in His own time.

That time is then described as the Lord making such people as feared Him His "treasured possession'8 and describes the
turnaround of prosperity that will be brought about, with those who fear His name "leaping like calves from the stall.
And [they] shall tread down the wicked".? Surely in this we see the Lord's intention as He spoke in Deut.5:29: 'Oh that
they had such a heart as this always, to fear me and to keep all my commandments, that it might go well with them and
with their descendants forever!’

The 'fear of the Lord' is not within the central focus of the way the Bible discusses the way people are to serve God. It is
referenced in the Law, and sometimes serves a function in the history books of describing the moral uprightness in a
person,1? but otherwise isn't the significant metric of the quality of the service to God in a person's life in either Kings
or Chronicles, which instead commend or condemn kings based on their doing what was right in the eyes of the Lord.

However, we can clearly see that the only way to truly be acting as God's people is to be carrying out the requirements
that God has for us, with an attitude of fear towards Him. Not only is this the conclusion we reached from reading
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Malachi, but it is further evidenced by its prominence in the Wisdom literature of the Bible, with its teaching of the best
ways of living before God. When living with this attitude of fearing God, there is the potential for blessing in the present,
such as the initial expansion of the church in Acts 9:31, which is directly tied to the fact that they were walking in the
fear of the

Lord, but this is not guaranteed. Instead it might be that the work that we do in the sincerity of our hearts might only
see its gain at a later time.11

Even without reference to reward, our fearing the Lord should be evident in the way that we act: the issues that Malachi
was reprimanding the people over, are things that we are instructed to exercise, too: Let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with
thankfulness in your hearts to Go.12 The importance of coming to God with the intention of giving to Him from a thankful
heart remains integral to our worship, and we will be most capable of doing this collectively when we have first practised
regarding God with fear, in our private devotions. It should go without saying that the thanks that we bring should be
the best that we are capable of, to be suitable for presentation to God. We are also tasked with giving good instruction
to one another, both in teaching and in admonishing, therefore having to exercise judgement in accordance with the
teaching of Scripture.

This is particularly important to those who are recognized as teachers, 13 but we should all consider it important as we
are ambassadors for Christ!4 - acting as His representatives before all men, in a role more significant even than those
Levites who acted as God's representatives in the case of the Law. Realizing this, it surely is with fear and trembling that
we act out our salvation, but we take comfort from that fact that it is God who is working in us, to work for His good
pleasure.1s

References:
(1) Deut.4:10 (2) 2 Tim.2:15 (3) Jn 3:10 (4) See verses 4, 15, 16-22 and 23 for reasoning specifically about teaching and

issuing rulings based on the Law. (5) Matt.9:36 (6) Mal.3:14 (7) Mal.4:3 (8) Mal.3:16-17 (9) Mal.4:2-3 (10) e.g. 1
Kgs.18:12; 2 Kgs.4:1 (11) Col.3:22-24 (12) Col.3:16 (13) Jas.3:1 (14) 2 Cor.5:20 (15) Phil.2:12-13
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The snowflake generation

Peter Hickling, Cromer, England
Who are they?

The term is a newly coined expression; it describes '"The generation of people who became adults in the 2010s, viewed
as being less resilient and more prone to taking offence than previous generations.'! This raises several questions:

1. Isitreally true?

2. Is the offence personal, affecting the way in which particular individuals have been brought up to value
themselves, or is it a collective hysteria, where opposing opinions are thought to threaten a whole group?

3. Are the beliefs challenged part of a coherent external value system, which can be sustained by argument?

We can put forward brief answers to these three:

1. Reading the newspapers, one might think that it was true. For instance, as [ write, in the Daily Telegraph there
are two instances of students wanting to ban things that they thought might give a bad impression - but from
the vantage point of a 78-year-old, one can see that it was ever thus. Because students nowadays are large
groups, their opinions attract more notice. Students in the 60s and 70s also espoused their favourite causes.

2. One of the ideas which led to the idea of a 'snowflake' was the suggestion that each individual was unique, in
the way that snowflakes in their pristine purity were all different. The conclusion was that each person and his
opinions were individually valuable, and therefore of equal merit. If those of similar opinions join together, any
challenge to these opinions is thought of as a challenge to the group, and to the self-esteem of its members.

3. This is the nub of the matter. Someone who puts forward opinions, whether held by other people or not, must
be willing to defend them on rational grounds. This does not mean, of course, that he has no premises, for every
argument must proceed from some premises, but that Christians' premise is that Scripture is the Word of God,
and hence authoritative, and we argue on that basis. The basis of snowflakes' argument is not very clear; it
seems to rest on the assertion that no-one's feelings should be hurt, whatever they are.

The fragility of the snowflake

'Snowflakes' have arisen because of an unhealthy overemphasis on self-esteem, i.e. prioritizing pride in oneself; parents
and teachers have come to regard this as an

important part of the development of their charges, but, taken to excess, it could conflict with Christian faith, which
must look away from oneself and towards God. He is the supreme example; powerful, yet gracious, holy, yet loving. No
honest person could place him- or herself above all others in every respect, so everyone who clings to self-esteem as
the basis of his life is bound to feel a failure. Any feeling of inadequacy undermines the snowflake's personality, and he
or she feels personally threatened.

Christians should not normally fall into the description of the snowflake generation and Christian teaching approaches
this issue from a completely different direction, accepting a humble position. The apostle Paul wrote, I say to everyone
among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think.2 That means reflecting on our own shortcomings
and inadequacies before we think about our standing in relation to others. A saying, often apparently mistakenly
attributed to C.S. Lewis, that expresses the best attitude well is: 'Humility is not thinking less of yourself, but thinking
of yourselfless.' Lewis's actual words were: "... if you meet a really humble man ... he will not be thinking about humility:
he will not be thinking about himself at all. '3 It is even a kind of pride to deprecate abilities which we actually have,
because it looks for praise from others.

Against the flow

In nineteenth century Britain, it was assumed that everyone was a Christian; indeed others could not sit in the British
Parliament or attend its universities. Now the position is reversed; it is assumed that educated people cannot be
Christians. The consequence of this is that Christians must be prepared to contend for the faith.* A premise is, of course,
that the Scriptures are authoritative, but science, archaeology and history provide much information to support the
cause. The works of C.S. Lewis provide many valuable arguments to support those of us who are less able than he - he
went from belief to atheism and back again, and he is a useful guide. Regrettably, the lack of Christian knowledge among
most people today means that we almost have to start from zero, rebutting entrenched prejudices.

References: (1) Oxford English Dictionary (2) Rom.12:3 (3) C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, Book 3 Ch.8 (4) Jude 1:3
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Personal story

An interview with Patson Katimba, Chairman of Malawian overseers

Please tell us a little about your background, Patson.

I was born the youngest of seven, having six older sisters. My father died when [ was ten years old. My mother did her
best to provide for my education by selling mangoes. Unfortunately, this was not enough.

Is that when you showed resourcefulness and took matters into your own hands?

Well, I applied to the Nazerene mission for an educational scholarship, supplementing it by working as a gardener. After
four years, I graduated in theological subjects. The best thing of all was that I'd come to know Jesus Christ as my saviour
in 1964.

Wonderful! What happened next?

[ was made a teacher with the Nazerene mission. But then [ read a booklet by the Churches of God radio evangelist, Alan
Toms. We corresponded for five years. A Nigerian missionary, Mark Imoukhuede, was commissioned to meet and talk
with me. After this [ began witnessing in Blantyre, Malawi, to the truths I was freshly learning.

How did the Nazarene mission react to this?

Frankly, I lost their trust because I was into new teaching. However, this did not concern me as [ knew [ had come to
know the way of the Lord more accurately. There were at that time no churches of God in Malawi, so [ was added into
the nearest - which was in Lagos, Nigeria!

Over the years, I continued to receive 'Search For Truth' radio books and Bible study materials.
What was your means of support at this stage?

[ trained as an auctioneer, and was now living further north in Malawi, at Lilongwe, the capital city. However, Mark
continued to visit, and he persuaded me to return to Blantyre and encouraged me to become a Gospel worker. At this
time, churches of God had been planted further south. However, I couldn't settle, and went back to Lilongwe, still
working as an auctioneer.

There is now a church of God near Lilongwe, at Lumbadzi- How did that come about?

[ was talking to people about my faith and Bible understanding wherever 1 went. This brought me into contact with
Simon, a student, and Luka Beka and Joe Ntolongo. The group grew, and Mark, with his colleague Eric Sampou, came to
assess things, and a church of God was planted in Lumbadzi.

What has happened since then in your personal story ?

I left the auctioneers I was with and, together with another man, we started our own auctioneering business. It became
a good business. God has given me stamina and I could work from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. without stopping. A lot of the goods
we auctioned were sourced from the American Embassy. When the time came that it began to sell by tender instead, we
lost our main source of goods to sell, and so in December 2017, at 73 years of age, I finally retired.

I don't suppose you are content to sit around quietly in your retirement?

No, while depending on the Lord, and with no financial support, [ occupy myself by visiting and teaching interested
groups of believers in Malawi at Chuzu, Chiringa and Area 24 (in Lilongwe). These groups have been ready for some
time, I believe, to become churches of God, but are still waiting for others to come and assess them. I am looking for a
house in Lumbadzi in order to be near to the church there, and I am in the process of applying to (officially) become a
recognized Gospel worker. I want to continue to dedicate my retirement years to serving the Lord in God's house.
Recently, it was my joy to assist alongside SFT Radio Bible teacher, Brian Johnston, in the planting of the Church of God
in Chegutu, Zimbabwe.

How did you travel there?

By three buses: from Lilongwe to Blantyre; from there to Harare; and then on to Chegutu, a total of around 16 hours. It's
quite far, but I feel very comfortable there - they speak my language. | was able to translate booklets and teach them our
hymns. I think they will grow and be strong, but I want to visit them again soon, God willing.
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Mission

Geralde Mag-usara & David Woods

Reaching others with the gospel, and the truths of God's Word, is a command of the Lord Jesus.! But in some areas of
the world, particularly the West, it seems to be increasingly difficult to begin meaningful conversation about the good
news of the glory of God.

One tried-and-tested outreach approach in the Philippines regularly reaps rewards, and the methods employed there
seem to match New Testament approaches that were adopted by the apostles and others in the early churches of God.
We share it for thoughtful insight, spiritual encouragement, and for prayerful interest.

Historically, in the Philippines, the spread of the gospel and the subsequent planting of churches of God, has been
through those who are already part of the church members connecting with extended family in other areas, sharing the
gospel and the teachings of the churches of God with them. The Philippines is a country where people are often mobile,
with various factors resulting in the wide geographical spread of large extended family groups.

Recently, one member of the church of God in Pantukan in Mindanao, southern Philippines, was in contact with relatives
in Madridejos, Cebu, an island located in the middle of the Philippines' archipelago. Three visits (totalling 22 man-days)
have subsequently connected with family and neighbours there. As the gospel was first preached in Madridejos, the
Lord was pleased to open the hearts of many of those who heard. They were enlightened to understand how the
teachings of the Catholic church were preventing them from experiencing the joy of the assurance of true salvation by
grace, received by faith alone.

Since then, they have shown keen appetites for the Word of God, and have been asking for more teaching regarding
doctrine and practice. Using our Bible Study Course, the Madridejos group have been gathering for Bible exploration,
with their work being checked by Geralde over the phone each week.

The Cebu folks are now passionate to share with others in their town, the gospel and the teachings of the churches of
God. It may be, in time, that the Lord will be pleased to confirm that a church of God should be planted there. We await
His clear leading.

The usual approach is to visit a place where real interest is expressed, to meet with the locals and hold a 'krusada’ -an
evening open air event comprising video, music and preaching - to which others in the locality are invited. A small team
often goes house-to-house in the locality to make personal invitations. Quite often those initial interactions can lead to
an opportunity to share the gospel in the houses there and then! We certainly experienced that in Lingig (where there's
currently a church of God in need of strengthening) and Barangay Lebanon (in the mountains near the church of God in
Montevista) during October 2018.

Sometimes as many as 100 people can gather for the krusada. The novelty' of the video, and a general respect for
preachers, means that people are usually very responsive. Towards the end of the krusada programme, short evangelism
questionnaires are circulated to those listening. At the same time names are harvested, with an offer to return the next
morning to visit people in their homes. This is surprisingly effective.

When we visit on the following day, people are welcoming and often say how they were affected by the preaching the
night before. They are keen to have the gospel explained in a more personal manner one-on-one. Such times can help
people who are so indoctrinated with Roman Catholic teachings to realise the errors of the Catholic church, and learn
that salvation is by grace alone, through faith. Such follow up sessions also allow us to invite people to observe the
Sunday morning gathering of the local church of God (if one is nearby) where they will observe the Remembrance, the
teaching of God's Word, and the church prayers.

Over the years the Lord has saved many. He has also guided some to pursue a life of discipleship among churches of God.
Sharing the gospel with those 'at home'2 can lead to a larger work of outreach in new towns and cities, to God's glory.

References: (1) Matt.28:18-20 (2) e.g. Mk.5:19
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From the Editors' desk

A magazine of contrasts

Compilers of a magazine like this one have to try to strike a balance in what they say between evangelical reports and
doctrinal teaching. Jude, in writing his short letter, had to say Beloved, although I was very! eager to write to you about
our common salvation, I found it necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith that was once for all delivered
to the saints.! Christians rejoice in the salvation in which we all share, but we must be careful to hold to the body of
doctrine contained in the Scriptures.

Into all the world

Alter the Lord Jesus had been crucified, buried and had risen from the dead, He gave to the eleven disciples what has
been called the Great Commission: Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.? This seemed an
impossibly large task to give to eleven men, but they had the Holy Spirit with them, and the New Testament records the
spread of Christianity over Syria, Asia Minor and Italy. The PEW Research Centre estimates that there were 2.3 billion
Christians in the world in 2015;3 of course, some of these may be nominally so, but the Great Commission is being
fulfilled. The Churches of God, who publish NT, are very encouraged by the part that we have been able to play. A number
of churches have been established in Africa, India, Myanmar and the Philippines, as well as some in developed countries.
Regrettably, widespread apathy and agnosticism make it difficult to engage the commitment of people in the West who
feel that they have everything that they need. This presents a challenge particularly to younger people to enthuse their
own generation.

Peter

References: (1) Jude 1:3 (2) Mk 16:15 (3) https://pewrsr.ch/3lgaTgA

Bible quotations from the ESV

2019 16


https://pewrsr.ch/3lgaTgA

Is it real to me?

David Totten, Liverpool, England

You probably know some people who think that the Holy Spirit is a feeling they have, something that just influences us,
or even a myth. I am sure, along with me, you believe that the Holy Spirit is from God and is God. He is just as much a
part of the God-trinity as the Father and the Son.

There are many things that we can learn from the Scriptures about the Holy Spirit that teach us that He is real and He is
a person. He is described as a helper.! He guides, speaks and hears.2 In 1 Thess.5:19 it says that the Holy Spirit can be
'quenched'. And, going back to Genesis chapter 1, if you read the account of creation, you can see that the Holy Spirit is
equally involved.3 Can something that is not real and personal be grieved?* From this, and other considerations, we can
clearly understand that the Holy Spirit is a real person.

In Mk.1:9-11, the Lord Jesus, at least, saw evidence of the descending Holy Spirit. At that time Jesus came from Nazareth
in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn
open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: "You are my Son, whom I love; with you
I am well pleased. " On the day of Pentecost, the dramatic filling of the Spirit was evidenced by the sound of a mighty
rushing wind, and tongues of fire hovered about all those who were gathered in the house.> The challenge for us today
is to receive the testimony of the Bible about the Holy Spirit's presence without the support of direct, visible evidence.

We believe, biblically, that all Christians have the person of the Holy Spirit indwelling them or living with them.6Isn't
that amazing?'

However, ['ve asked myself the question many times: "Do I really appreciate this truth?"

If our Lord Jesus Christ was with us in person every day in physical form, would we act any differently in what we do?
Would we go to different places? Would we say different things? Would we watch different films, television programmes
or online material? Would we choose our friends differently? I think, if we are honest with ourselves, the answer would
be 'yes'.

So, we need to equally appreciate the person of the Holy Spirit and value Him in the same way as we appreciate God and
the Lord Jesus Christ. Is the Holy Spirit, and His presence in my life, a reality? And, if He is, I believe that our service, our
worship, our praise and our work for God would be more rewarding to us and give more glory to Him. Am [ aware of
the Spirit's leading in my life and am I confident of my salvation?®

In our presenting of our Lord Jesus Christ to others, one of the things that we also have to get over to them is the fact
that our Lord Jesus Christ was a real person. Some people still question whether Jesus existed. In telling people about
Jesus, we need to present Him as real as possible - as real as you and I are to each other. And we need to believe that the
Holy Spirit gives us boldness to speak about Him.

The Lord Jesus cried, He ate, He mourned, He was angry and, most importantly, He loved. In sharing this, people will be
able to identify with Jesus more and appreciate what He has done for them when He died on the cross at Calvary.
Amazing, but it is as real as He is!

References: (1) Jn 14:16-17 (2) Jn 16:13-14 (3) Gen.1:2 (4) Eph.4:30 (5) Acts 2:1-4 (6) Rom.8:9,15
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Firstborn

Thawn Lian Khup, Munlai, Myanmar & Steve Seddon, Manchester, England
If you could spend a day with one of history's greats, whom would you choose, and what would you talk about?

Aristotle, Archimedes, Da Vinci, Galileo, Luther, Shakespeare, Newton, Beethoven, Einstein, Dickens, Bell, Edison, Curie,
Churchill, Mother Teresa, Gates, Berners-Lee, Jobs, Zuckerberg - the list of 'history's greats' is vast. Each one is
distinguished by their prowess in a particular field, or by a specific one-off achievement that is considered to have had
world-changing consequences. Of course, as fresh history unfolds, individuals will continue to be added to the list in
recognition of outstanding human achievement in science, medicine, engineering, exploration, art, music, sport, religion,
politics, business - these and other disciplines that have the potential to influence life on earth as we know it.

But how is 'greatness' recognised and who decides? God's Word provides a rich insight into what greatness really looks
like.

We learned from the first article in this series? that 'firstborn' is a term in the Bible that has two distinct applications:

The first, and most obvious, is to describe the status of the first to be born to a father or mother. This is particularly
significant in cultures where the first to be born would inherit the authority rights of the father: becoming the new head
of the family - a privilege that would also bring the firstborn a larger share of the family inheritance than their younger
siblings.

The second, and perhaps not so obvious, application of the term is used to describe how God made certain men of His
choice, firstborn in rank. An example is king David, about whom God said, “I will appoint him to be my firstborn, the most
exalted of the kings of the earth. "2 This was despite David being the youngest among his siblings. In other words, by
giving David the 'rank’ of firstborn, God was declaring him to be 'the greatest' amongst the kings of the earth.

It is this second application of the term firstborn that is used to describe the rank of the Lord Jesus Christ in relation to
creation (amongst other things). He is the firstborn over all creation!3 Put another way, Jesus Christ is not merely one
of history's 'greats’, but actually, He is eternity's greatest!

Our earlier list of history's 'greats' may well have left us in awe of their accomplishments and the impact they have had
- making us feel very small. But pause for a moment to reflect on the magnitude of the statement, 'Jesus Christ is the
greatest over all creation'. He's not a specialist in a narrow field; His fame is not about a single discovery, invention or
accomplishment; nor is He simply a vaguely familiar name from a distant time or culture. The Lord Jesus Christ is alive
and acting today - supreme in every discipline and dimension that exists!

The little Church of God in Colossae who met in the home of Philemon, were living at a time when certain heresies were
being developed by fake Christians who did not subscribe to the eternal deity of the Lord Jesus. They preached that,
although He was from God, He was not fully God. Recognising their vulnerability, Paul writes his letter to the Colossians,
emphasising the eternal deity of the Lord Jesus, the fact that He is the creator of all things, and therefore has pre-
eminence (supremacy) over all things.

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by him all things were created: things in heaven and
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for
him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning
and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. For God was pleased to have
all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven,
by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.*

Christ is creator of everything
-for by him all things were created.

Some false teachers would suggest that the Lord Jesus Himself is a created being, that He was the first person God ever
made, and that He is the greatest creature ever to come from the hand of God. They say that, as God's first created being,
the Son then created everything else. But such thoughts are totally contrary to the fundamental teaching of the Word of
God. In Col.1:16 Paul writes, by him all things were created ...by him and for him. This passage clearly states that God's
Son is not a created being; how could He have created everything if He Himself had been created?

Paul's list of the things that are attributed to the creatorial power of the firstborn over all creation is wonderfully
comprehensive:
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all things in heaven
all things on earth
all things visible

all things invisible
thrones

powers

rulers

authorities

What's missing? Nothing!
The apostle John captures the same truth in another way.
Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.®

Having established that Christ is creator of everything, we notice that this is just one of four 'pillars of truth' that Paul
uses to support his declaration of Christ as the firstborn over all creation. We mention the other three in passing - each
having an interdependence on the others that speaks to the absolute supremacy of this unique person:

That Christ is God - He is the image of the invisible God ... God was pleased to have all his fulness dwell in him.¢

That Christ is eternal -He is before all things” Note the present tense - the same inference that the Lord Jesus used when
He declared, "before Abraham was born, I am!”8 He is literally 'prior’ to all things, but figuratively superior.

That Christ is in control - in him all things hold together.?

In visiting each of these 'pillars’, we find ourselves drawn to two other parallel passages of Scripture that perfectly
complement Paul's celebration of the supremacy of Christ:

Jn 1:1-3 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the
beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.

Heb.1:1-3 In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these
last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe.
The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word.
After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.

For most of us, to have an audience with one of history's greats - even those who are still living - is little more than a
pipe dream. But here's the thing: the one whom we celebrate (not as one of history's greats, but as eternity's greatest -
the firstborn over all creation) is also our personal loving saviour, who craves not just a one-off audience with us, but
an ongoing daily intimacy, made possible by the presence of the gracious Holy Spirit living within us. As firstborn over
all creation, all things are 'for him', He is 'heir of all things', and as such is the one who inherits it all - what a day that
will be! Paul tells us in Romans 8 that creation itself is longing for this moment, when it will be set free from its slavery
to corruption, into the freedom of the glory of the children of God (when we who are in Christ will co-inherit all things
along with Him! - His place is by right, ours all by grace). The fact is, He is firstborn over creation and is pre-eminent in
all things, and it is good to ask ourselves the question, "Does He have the pre-eminent position in my life?"

May God bless each one of us, that Christ should have first place in every day of our lives.

References: (1) NT Issue 1, 2019 (2) Ps.89:27, NIV 2011 (3) Col.1:15 (4) Col.1:15-20 (5) Jn 1:3 (6) Col.1:15,19 (7)
Col.1:17 (8) Jn 8:58 (9) Col.1:17
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High points

Stephen Hickling, Birmingham, England

In this series, we are noticing that the highlights of God's redemptive history are often connected with physical high
points - the mountains of the Bible. This connection is no coincidence: the mountain experiences we read about in the
Scriptures seem to have been arranged to elevate key events in the timeline of redemption and important disclosures
of divine truth. And, among the mountains of the Bible, Sinai stands out as being particularly significant.?

Terrifying

The image of Mount Sinai is something which must have remained with the exodus generation for the rest of their lives,
not simply because they spent nearly a year camped at its foot. The scene at Sinai was awesome. The sight was so
terrifying that Moses said, "l am trembling with fear. "?

Those who ascended the mountain must have felt as if they were entering heaven itself. Indeed, the mountain became
synonymous with heaven.? For Moses, Aaron, Nadab, Abihu and the seventy elders who went up to ratify the covenant,
it was as though the very throne room of God was nestled on top of Sinai.'* That group of men was allowed to see the
bedrock of lapis lazuli, as clear as the heavens, on which God's feet were resting; for Moses, alone, the experience became
even more intense, as he proceeded further up, into the cloud covering the top of the mountain, to converse with God
'face to face'.>

For those who remained in the camp, the sight was no less striking. They assembled near to the foot of the mountain
while it was shrouded in black clouds of "thick, dark smoke, its top blazing to the heavens with what appeared to them
to be a consuming fire. Meanwhile, a violent storm remained overhead, with peals of thunder and flashes of lightning.
As God approached, they heard the blast of a trumpet growing ever louder until, finally, they heard the voice of God.
And, at that voice, the whole mountain shook violently.¢ No wonder that everyone in the camp trembled!”

The presence of God

The record of Israel at Sinai testifies to the desire of God to be near His people. God descended to the top of Mount Sinaié
- an event which pointed forward to the time when He would come from Sinai into his sanctuary,? fulfilling His desire to
dwell among His chosen people.

For the generation of the exodus, Sinai was the place where God (unlike the gods of the nations0) became personal,
accessible, near. At the same time, the terrifying signs that accompanied His condescension highlight the tension
between His holiness and His immanence; they were a fitting testimony to the holiness of the God whose name became
attached to this mountain,!! inspiring reverent fear in His people.12

The voice of God

At Sinai, God further humbled Himself by speaking to His people face to face out of the fire 13 to give them His law and
righteous regulations for divine worship (again, unlike the gods of the nations!4). Indeed, it was the voice of God which
most terrified the Israelites, such that they asked God to communicate His will for them through Moses.!> The larger
part of the Pentateuch is filled with the wonderful details of this divine disclosure.

The Covenant

Above all. Mount Sinai is the place where God entered into a covenant relationship with His people, Israel, and is later
seen as symbolic of that covenant.16 At Sinai, God bound Himself to Israel as 'their God'; they bound themselves to Him
as 'his people’, a treasured possession out of all the nations of the world.1” God had revealed Himself to His chosen
people in spectacular fashion, but the covenant contained a promise of yet more wonders to come.18

References: (1) 117 references or allusions to Sinai in 91 verses (based on NIV/NASB), representing around 20% of all
scriptural references to mountains. (2) Heb.12:21 (3) Ex.20:22; Neh.9:13 (4) Ex.24:9-10; cf Ezek.1:26 (5) Ex.24:18;
33:11; 34:5 (6) Ex.19:16-19; 20:18-21; 24:17; Deut.4:11-12; Heb.12:18-19 (7) Ex.19:16 (8) Ex.19:20 (9) Ps.68:17 (10)
Deut.4:7 (11) Jdgs.5:5; Ps.68:8 (12) Ex.20:20 (13) Deut.5:4 (14) Deut.4:8 (15) Ex.20:19; Deut.5:5; Heb.12:19-20 (16)
Gal.4:24-25 (17) Ex.19:5; 24:7-8; 34:27 (18) Ex.34:10
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They're out to get us!

Martin Jones, Hamilton, Canada
Whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.!
"Because you are not of the world ... the world hates you. "

As well as the physical world, 'the world' in our Bibles can refer to the world set-up and standards. The way God views
the world, and the way it views us, challenges: how do I really view it? A.W. Tozer said, "The world is for all of us not only
what it is—it is what we believe it to be... Men think of the world not as a battleground, but as a playground. We are not
here to fight; we are here to frolic. We are not in a foreign land; we are at home. We are not getting ready to live, but we
are already living, and the best we can do is...live this life to the full.3 Are we guilty of this mindset?

Although, the 'world' in the sense of this article refers to the ways of culture and society that oppose the Lord, features
of our physical world highlight some major dangers that lurk within it for the Christian.

Its magnetic pull: The earth's magnetic field might be relatively weak, but it's enough to move a compass! The world's
pull is far stronger; think of the pull on the freed Israelites back to Egypt* or the escaping Lot's wife being so attracted
to look back at Sodom and Gomorrah,> or Demas.6 Often it's a slow, imperceptible drift; we need the compass of God's
Word to counteract it.

Its gravitational force: We're very grateful to the earth's gravity for keeping our feet on the ground! But there's a danger
that this world keeps us earth-bound, not setting our minds on things above, or on the world to come. Let's pray for
'more freedom from earth stains, more longing for home."”

Its circular orbit: If the earth didn't revolve on its axis, or around the sun, we wouldn't have day, night or seasons. But
its cycles remind us of its futility - basically going around in circles and making no progress! We need to avoid following
the course of this world® that ultimately doesn't get us to where God wants us to be.

Its benign exterior: The recent volcanic eruption in Hawaii shows that, beneath even the most idyllic of landscapes,
can lie hidden, destructive forces. We can be sucked into thinking that the 'world' is really benign and even beneficial -
but it burns.

Its upside-down perspective: As a child, did you think people on the opposite side of the world lived upside-down?
Well, the world has its values upside down, a fact illustrated when Jesus said of His impending departure,

"You will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice."” Would you really feel comfortable where your closest friend was
ignored, mistreated and maligned?

Its core elements: The earth has over 100 chemical elements (its basic building blocks) and some of them are
considered very valuable. In contrast, Paul's letter to the Galatians describes the weak and worthless elementary
principles of the world!? that enslave.ll It used to be arguable that western society was underpinned by Christian
principles. Now society operates unashamedly on 'your truth’, not 'His truth' and a tolerance that's intolerant of what
we stand for.

How, then, should we live in this world, for live in it we must?12 Paul's advice is striking: and those who deal with the
world as though they had no dealings with it.13 Isn't the reality that our lives might, in some ways, necessarily resemble
those in the world - schooling, a career and its connections, somewhere to live, transportation, financial planning and
so on; and some pursuits and interests can have a place. But we should grasp them loosely, rather than clasp them
closely - with the sober shrug of the steward rather than the smug self-satisfaction of the social climber. Too close a
friendship with the world makes us an enemy of God.!

Paul's advice reflected the certainty that this world is on borrowed time, and the risk that disciples could be distracted
by transient 'things' from serving God. Personally, he wasn't prepared to take that risk, and declares elsewhere: The
world has been crucified to me.1* Final, total, brutal. God expects no less.1

References: (1) Jas.4:4 (2) Jn 15:19 (3) A.W. Tozer, This World: Playground or Battleground? O M Publishing, Carlisle
1996 (4) Num.14:4 (5) Gen.19:26 (6) 2 Tim.4:10 (7) P.P. Bliss, PHSS 381 (8) Eph.2:2 (9) Jn 16:20 (10) Gal.4:9 (11) Gal.4:3
(12) 1 Cor.5:10b (13)1 Cor.7:31 (14) Gal.6:14
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Personal transformation

David Woods, Manchester, England

Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy
and pleasing to God -this is your true and proper worship?!

Up to this point in his letter to the Romans, Paul has written about the glory of God's eternal and sovereign purposes of
grace, mercy and love. It's what we call the gospel.2 For Paul, the gospel is seen in the lives of the children of God who
live in a way that is remarkably different from the expectations of society. So, in chapters 12-16, Paul gives instructions
about how Christians should live as a consequence of God's mercy. He begins this section with a strong and urgent
appeal: I urge you ... offer your bodies as a living sacrifice.

The body is the 'vehicle' in which we live life. It is through our body that our character is displayed, our priorities are
revealed, our feelings are shared and our thoughts are expressed. The body acts upon the orders of the will of the mind
and heart. Before salvation, our sinful hearts were entirely corrupt and our affections were disordered, resulting in
words and actions that were self-destructive and harmful to others. Paul is making the case in Rom.12:1-2 that, because
we have been given new hearts and minds, our bodies should now act differently. If there's anew 'software' control
system in place, then the 'hardware' of the body should behave in a new way. I have been crucified with Christ and I no
longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me3

It's vital at this point that we acknowledge something we all know personally: our bodies are fragile and decaying. The
curse of Eden — "dust you are and to dust you will return "* - is humanity's collective experience. Our bodies, therefore,
don't express everything about who we are. A body that's incapacitated by illness, restricted by congenital disability, or
changed as a result of an accident, does not say anything about our character. So, we must bear in mind the limitations
of our bodies as we understand what Paul is appealing for. He knows that we all live in bodies possessing varying degrees
of strength and ability. Some think that Paul refers to a personal, painful body limitation in 2 Cor.12:7, by which he felt
restricted in his service for God. His requests to God for removal of the thorn in my flesh were refused, and instead the
Lord said, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness"S 1t follows, therefore, that we should
exhibit in our body, whatever its condition, the reality of what it means to be a child of God. Coping with body limitation
might be the most powerful way in which our reliance on God for all things is seen by others.

Paul knows that our bodies don't always demonstrate the reality of our new life in Christ. Our hearts are not always fully
engaged with love for God and therefore fail to bring appropriate control to the body. In Rom.7:14-25 Paul shares his
personal struggle to do the things he knows he should do as a Christian. He eventually exclaims, Who will rescue me from
this body that is subject to death?¢ Our sinful tendencies remain, and are evidenced frequently in the things we say and
do. The frustration of this struggle is felt most by those who are being trained in righteousness through regular
encounters with God in His Word.” Thankfully, through confession and prayer for God's ongoing mercy and strength, we
can keep going. May I suggest that if you sense none of this inner struggle, then you need to check the genuineness of
your salvation?

Children of God no longer retain the authority rights to their bodies. When writing about sexual immorality - one of the
clearest external indicators of disordered heart affections - Paul tells everyone in the church of God in Corinth, Do you
not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your
own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honour God with your bodies® So, when Paul says we should offer our bodies
to God, we're actually relinquishing our self-assumed rights to live our lives in our body in the way we think is best.
We're returning that authority to our Creator and Saviour, who now resides in us by His Spirit. This is freedom, and is
true and proper worship, 1 because it acknowledges God's right to our lives, and willingly submits to His loving
leadership.

Paul shows us a paradox - that the costly offering of our body is a living sacrifice.! He has in mind a valuable animal being
killed as a sacrifice. But he's saying that such a full surrender of our body actually results in life. He is picking up on the
teaching of Jesus: "Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For
whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it. " As we offer
our bodies to God, we enter into the fullness of the life He intends for us.

Paul also wrote, For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the
body, you will live.1? Living under the control of the sinful nature that remains in us results in spiritual death. But Paul
encourages us to put to death the body-evidences of the sinful nature by the Spirit. Best intentions are not enough; we
must involve God the Spirit, who indwells us, as we actively Kkill off sinful words and actions. Paul also said: I strike a
blow to my body and make it my slave ... 11 He's saying that self-discipline, empowered by the Holy Spirit, is necessary.
There are sinful habits we must kill off and habits of grace we must cultivate.
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Jesus was strong on this point: "If your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away ...if your right hand
causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole
body to be thrown into hell. "2 He was saying that the deeds of the body reveal the inner condition, and if the body is
revealing a deep-rooted sin, then that sin must be ruthlessly dealt with for the preservation of the whole person. Dealing
with sin is always painful. And let's recognise that God may trigger a purifying opportunity when trusted friends lovingly
intervene to point out our sinful behaviours. When that happens we return to God and, by the Spirit's help, put to death
the misdeeds of the body by confessing and killing the sin in the heart.

In Romans 6 Paul writes that children of God have the capacity and ability to harness the God-honouring potential of
their bodies. When we are saved, our body is released from its slavery to sin - because we are given a new heart - and
each part of the body can be offered to God as an instrument of righteousness.13 Maybe you can try this humbling and
reorienting exercise: pray to God about every part of your body, dedicating each faculty to his service and glory. Read
Heb.13:15-16 as you do this, to be reminded of the sacrifices with which God is pleased.

A child of God has a real responsibility to care for the body given by God, avoiding what's harmful and pursuing that
which promotes health and general wellbeing. Paul told Timothy that physical training [exercise], is of some value, but
godliness has value for all things...1* We should maintain healthy bodies and minds through appropriate exercise, diet,
sleep and rest, being careful that godliness (not vanity) is the real motivation for any health regimen.

When the Lord Jesus Christ, our saviour, appears, He will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious
body.*> That future body will be perfectly complete; I can't wait! God's renovation work in our lives now is progressive.
It demands the loving offering of our lives - body and soul - to God.

While in prison, Paul longed that his actions, even when he was facing his executioners, would honour Christ: I eagerly
expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be
exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.1¢ His example is our encouragement.

References: (1) Rom.12:1 (2) see Rom.1:15 (3) Gal.2:20 (4) (Gen.3:19c (5) 2 Cor.12:9 (6) Rom.7:24 (7) 2 Tim.3:16-17
(8) 1 Cor.6:19-20 (9) Mk.8:34-35 (10) Rom.8:13 (11) 1 Cor.9:27 (12) Matt.5:29-30 (13) Rom.6:13 (14) 1 Tim.4:8 (15)
Phil.3:21 (16) Phil.1:20

Bible quotations from NIV, 2011.
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Can you help me with this?

Peter Hickling, Cromer, England

Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, and by
which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you - unless you believed in vain.(1 Cor.15:1-
2

What are these verses telling us? At first sight they seem to say that those who receive the gospel are only saved if they
hold fast to what they have believed, and there is a possibility that if people waver in their belief they may lose their
salvation. That conclusion would be deeply unsettling to many Christians, who might feel insecure in their faith and
uncertain about their status before God.

Before jumping to such an apparently reasonable conclusion, we should consider the sound principle of the exegesis of
Scripture, that Scripture itself should be the interpreter of Scripture. That is, one should establish the general teaching
of Scripture on a point, and interpret any 'difficult’ texts in that light. In this case, there is a wealth of scriptures that
assure us that the transformation brought about by faith in Christ is instantaneous and irreversible; for instance, Jesus
said, Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into
judgment, but has passed from death to life.! This passage is irreversible, because the believer is incorporated into Christ,
becoming a member of his body? - one cannot imagine Christ being dismembered. Scripture uses the expression 'in
Christ' many times, e.g. if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.3 Chapter two of Ephesians states the whole argument:
... you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, ... But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great
love with which he loved us... even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you
have been saved—and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, ... For by grace
you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one
may boast.# It is very clear, therefore, that our salvation from the penalty of sin is a work of God, underwritten by His
power and love.

What, then, does the quoted passage mean? The quote comes from the English Standard Version of the Bible, which says
by which you are being saved, a continuous sense of the verb. This is a better translation of the original than AV and RV;
the Greek word sozesthe is in the second person plural indicative passive, relating to a continuing action. Most newer
versions of Scripture recognise this. But we have seen that eternal salvation is the instantaneous and irrevocable work
of God - how can this be? The answer is that the word 'salvation’ is used in two different senses, firstly referring to re-
creation and justification, and secondly to rescue from sin in our present life. This suggests one solution in answer to
the question posed: that these people were saved in the sense of being justified, but were not leading a sanctified life -
and so were 'backsliders.’

The words 'in vain' mean 'frivolously’, 'casually’ or 'idly'. Any who believed 'in vain' did not understand the full import
of their belief; it was not a real saving faith at all. Paul's words would make his hearers examine themselves, to test the
genuineness of their faith. So, for others at Corinth, this alternative understanding of the verse may have had relevance.

And there is a third solution to consider. What is stated with great economy of words in verses 1 and 2 is expanded on
in verses 11-14. Paul preached Jesus and the resurrection, but it appears that others had arrived among them at Corinth
whose system of belief did not hold to the resurrection of humanity, and consequently not of Jesus Christ. Paul exposed
this as the false Gospel it is, in which system, faith is indeed futile.

References: (1) Jn 5:24 (2) Eph.5:30 (3) 2 Cor.5:17 (4) Eph.2:1-9

2019 24



Songs

Brian & Rosemary Johnston, Leigh, England

Deborah - poet, singer, prophetess and judge; a godly woman who rightly encouraged others to take the lead. She didn't
step in and do the job for them.

This is a time when God is working for a people who are disheartened. The gates of their towns are places of conflict
rather than of community; the open streets are deserted in favour of concealed trails to hide from enemy forces. And in
order to remedy that situation, Deborah, through whom God communicates His commands, faithfully challenges the
leaders in Israel to lead.! Through her mother-like encouragement, troops volunteer under the command of the God-
appointed military leader, Barak.?

The Song of Deborah is a poetic portrayal that recaps God's deliverance of His people. Take the time to read Jdgs.5 and
enjoy the rich poetic language and graphic descriptions in praise of Almighty God, as Deborah now encourages herself,
and unafraid road-users, to sing,? while people again congregate at the gates.

The Song is sung following the tremendous victory of the Israelites over Sisera and his forces from northern Canaan.
There would be no doubt in the minds of those who heard the song that the victory was attributed entirely to the LORD*

"When the princes in Israel take the lead, when the people willingly offer themselves -praise the LORD!">

When leaders take the lead and people willingly offer themselves, God is praised. If you are recognised as an elder in a
church, are you studiously avoiding confrontation and criticism? Or are you taking initiative? With God's help, are you
making difficult decisions? Are you showing an example of meeting with God's people for worship, prayer and study of
God's Word? If called to lead, do it.

When people willingly offer themselves, God is praised. Are you freely offering yourself in service for God? Are you ready
to do whatever is necessary as a supportive follower?

In the celebrated battle, God had worked on all scales, from the celestial to the domestic, as victory came through the
stars ... from their courses® as well as 'the woman in her tent'.” The victory was evidently God's, but at a human level, as
foretold,® the honour was given to a woman - who was even mentioned in the same breath as the heroic Shamgar.® Never
was it more true that in the Lord, neither is woman independent of man...10

At the end of Deborah's song there are two contrasting cameos. The first is a graphic portrayal of what has actually
happened after the rout of enemy forces:

"Most blessed of women is Jael... Most blessed is she of women in the tent. He asked for water and she gave him milk; In a
magnificent bowl she brought him curds. She reached out her hand for the tent peg, And her right hand for the workmen's
hammer. Then she struck Sisera, she smashed his head; And she shattered and pierced his temple. Between her feet he
bowed, he fell, he lay; Between her feet he bowed, he fell; Where he bowed, there he fell dead."!!

There could be no doubt of the horrific end of Sisera at the hands of Jael. Meanwhile, Deborah visualizes his mother, in
the way of women through the ages, anxiously watching for her son to return from war. She cannot allow herself to think
the worst and so she supposes that his delayed homecoming is for a very different reason:

"Out of the window she looked and lamented, The mother of Sisera through the lattice,

'Why does his chariot delay in coming?

Why do the hoofbeats of his chariots tarry?' Her wise princesses would answer her, Indeed she repeats her words to herself,
Are they not finding, are they not dividing the spoil? A maiden, two maidens for every warrior; To Sisera a spoil of dyed
work, A spoil of dyed work embroidered, Dyed work of double embroidery on the neck of the spoiler?'"12

The poor woman was, sadly for her, deluding herself, as she imagined her son to be the conquering hero, taking his time
to collect the rich spoils of war. Rather, this enemy of God and His people had let down his guard and allowed himself to
be deceived by a woman. Similarly, today, there are those who prefer 'unsubstantiated just-so stories'.

Deborah's Song culminates with the triumphant desire: "Let all Your enemies perish, O LORD; but let those who love Him
be like the rising of the sun in its might. "13

This expresses the confidence of the Christian who has faith in the power of Almighty God and loves Him with all his or
her heart - a confidence to lead or to follow.

References: (1) Jdgs.4:6,14 (2) ]Jdgs.4:6; 5:7,14-15,18 (3) Jdgs.5:12, 10 (4) Jdgs.5:3,9,11,23,31 (5) Jdgs.5:2,9 NIV (6)

Jdgs.5:20 (7) Jdgs.5:24 (8) Jdgs.4:9 (9) Jdgs.5:6 (10) 1 Cor.11:11 (11) Jdgs.5:24-27 (12) Jdgs.5:28-30 (13) Jdgs.5:31
Quotations from NASB
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The joy of the Lord

Sam Jones, Aberkenfig, Wales

Scientists have long been telling us of the impact which our emotions have on our wellbeing. A scan of recent Psychology
Today articles tells us that experiencing positive emotions, namely joy, increases our likelihood of living longer, improves
our mental health and our relationships and increases our resilience when faced with disappointment, frustration or
stress. In short, positive emotions not only make us feel good, they also increase our physical and mental strength
making us more capable when it comes to dealing with adversity.

This is not, of course, new. It provides just another example of modern science using empirical evidence to support pre-
existing Biblical wisdom. In the book of Proverbs we read that a joyful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries
up the bones.! In Ecclesiastes the Preacher tells us: | commend joy, for man has nothing better under the sun but to eat
and drink and be joyful, for this will go with him in his toil through the days of his life.?2 Once again we see, this time from
scripture, that positive emotions, specifically joy in these cases, make us stronger and more able to deal with the day-
today struggles that life brings.

It is these things that make the acquisition and retention of joy a pursuit which interests the vast majority of, if not all,
people across the globe. Advice on how to obtain it differs depending on whom we ask. Advertisers would have us
believe that our experience of joy is dependant on us purchasing their newest product, whilst the media propound
wealth, beauty and fame as its source. The majority of psychologists reject these suggestions, instead encouraging us to
avoid dwelling on negativity and to find positives in all circumstances. There are countless internet articles offering
suggestions on ways to achieve this, such as: loving ourselves and focusing on our goals; looking after ourselves
physically; living in the now'; surrounding ourselves with positive people; or being good to others. The bottom line of
all these suggestions is a focus on 'self which, frankly, is both damaging and unscriptural.3 It is also entirely dependent
on our own efforts and, as weak and fallible individuals, it is difficult to see how this can yield long-term benefits in the
face of life's trials.

Our society may have difficulty in finding and retaining joy which lasts, but this was not a struggle that Paul and his
contemporaries seemed to face, even when dealing with the most difficult of circumstances. Paul informs the
Corinthians that in all our affliction, I am overflowing with joy;* Luke tells us that the early Christians rejoiced that they
were counted worthy to suffer dishonour for the name;5 and both James and Peter encouraged the early believers to
rejoice as they fell into various trials.6'

Whilst writing from a Roman prison cell Paul provides us with insight into the source of his joy, exhorting the church in
Philippi to rejoice in the Lord® putting the onus on us to find reason to rejoice in Him. This is, of course, a beneficial
practice, and there is a wealth of material we could use as we consider His character, His creation, His love for us and
the many blessings that He pours out on us every day. However, there is, perhaps, another aspect to the joy which
provided the early Christians with a solid foundation regardless of their circumstances.

In Neh.8:10 we read that the joy of the LORD is your strength,® meaning that the 'gladness' of the Lord will be your 'place
of refuge'. While Paul's writings teach us that we can find joy in the Lord, Nehemiah can be seen as telling us that, not
only is God the source of our true joy, God Himself experiences joy, and it is then His joy, not ours, which becomes our
place of refuge in times of trouble. To understand this in more detail it is worth seeing the verse in context.

Nehemiah was speaking to a remnant of Jews who had chosen to return to their homeland after their time in captivity.10
The Babylonians had destroyed the city of Jerusalem,!! but under the guidance and instruction of Ezra and Nehemiah,
amongst others, the temple!2 and the city walls were rebuilt.13 Not long after completing the work, the people call an
assembly and request Ezra, the scribe, to come and read the Book of the Law out loud.1* Their hard work has led to this
moment and we get a sense of anticipation as the people wait to hear the Law being read, perhaps for the first time. As
Ezra opens the book and blesses the Lord, the people respond by standing, raising their hands and bowing to the ground
in worship.15 Here we see a changed people. Their disobedience had resulted in them being removed from their land
and in the loss of their opportunity to serve God in the way He desired. They have returned with a desire to serve and,
having already rebuilt the temple, they now wait with open hearts ready to obey God's commandments.

The Book of the Law is not easy to listen to. As Ezra reads, the people are moved to tears as they realise how far short
of God's standards they have fallen.1¢ As he witnesses the people's contrition, Nehemiah tells them that this is not a time
for mourning or weeping - it is, instead, a time for feasting.16 It is in this time of despondency that Nehemiah informs
them not to grieve because the joy of the Lord is their strength.?

The joy Nehemiah draws his listeners' attention to is God's. Nehemiah expresses the delight experienced by God when
the people He regards as His treasured possession!’ repent and turn their hearts back to him.!® Zephaniah, when
prophesying (at least in part) about this occasion, told the people that God will rejoice over you with gladness; he will
quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing.'® Their return meant so much to Him that He declared the
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day 'holy to the LORD'6 - a special day for Himself.

What an incredible insight this gives us into the love God has for His people and the delight He takes in their
acknowledgement of their sin, their repentance and their recommitment to Him. It was this same joy, the joy in our
return, which led the Lord Jesus to the cross and enabled him to endure the terrible punishment we deserved.20 It is as
a result of His work for us that God will one day, with great joy, present us blameless before the presence of His glory.21

The weeping of Nehemiah's audience turned to rejoicing as they began to understand something of the joy their
obedience had brought to God.22 In the same way, our appreciation of the joy God has in our obedience, borne out of
nothing but His love and grace, enables us to enter into His joy for ourselves.z324 God's joy in us shows how much He
values us - this should make us joyful!

For Paul and his contemporaries, perhaps it was their knowledge of God's joy in their obedience, as they suffered for
His sake, that allowed them to rejoice in times of persecution and adversity. In this sense they could claim that the joy
of the Lord was, as Nehemiah put it, their strength. We can have the same experience if we, with the help of the Holy
Spirit, remain faithful to God whatever our circumstances, giving Him reason to rejoice in us.

Rather than following the world's advice and trying to obtain joy through self-focus and selfish pursuits, let us instead
focus on bringing joy to our God through obedience and faithfulness to Him. The satisfaction we obtain through knowing

that He delights in us will produce a joy which is difficult to extinguish. After all, if our God is for us, who can be against
us?2s

References: (1) Prov.17:22 (2) Eccl.8:15 (3) Phil.2:3-4 (4) 2 Cor.7:4 (5) Acts 5:41 (6) Jas.1:2 (7) 1 Pet.4:13 (8)
Phil.4:4(9) Neh.8:10 (10) Ezra 2:1-2 (11) 2 Kgs.25:1-21 (12) Ezra 6:14-15 (13) Neh.6:15 (14) Neh.8:1 (15) Neh.8:6 (16)
Neh.8:9-10 (17) Deut.7:6 (18) Jer.29:10-14 (19) Zeph.3:17 (20) Heb.12:2 (21) Jude 1:24 (22) Neh.8:12 (23) Matt.25:21
(24) Jn 15:10-11 (25) Rom.8:31

Bible quotations from the ESV.
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It's not fair!

Geoff Hydon, Mount Forest, Canada

Perhaps the problem has nearly always been present, but these days the issue of unfairness seems particularly
prevalent. Improved communications are making this issue far more visible. In fact, the problem is not just visible, it is
graphic! Pictures of people living in squalor, denied medical assistance or food because of war or poverty, abound in
news broadcasts. Surely we as Christians are inclined to remember James's words, though slightly out of context: My
brothers, these things ought not to be so.! Churchill reputedly said, "Jaw-jaw is better than war-war." But out of the
mouths of political leaders who profess to want peace come statements that incite violence. Large parts of the Middle
East are impoverished through military conflict. Countries that have the real ability to feed themselves see their
populations starving, e.g. Yemen or Venezuela. These are man-made crises that disproportionately punish the many and
benefit the few. The so-called Great War of 1914-18 seems to have left lessons that were not learned before the Second
World War of 1939-45, and still haven't been learned. The failure of East-West arms limitation treaties that is now
occurring is just another symptom. How could it be fair to remove constraints on military spending while penniless
people starve?

But now we are seeing evidence of a global disorder that crosses the political spectrum and occurs even in so-called
'peacetime’. It is present in countries that pride themselves in democratic rule and in those where communism or other
systems of central control apply. The disorder is unfair distribution of assets, whether we measure it in terms of hard
assets like income or wealth, or softer assets like health, education and power. What we are seeing is a concentration of
the benefits in the hands of a relative few while by far the majority are left behind. Some advocates of this structure
argue that to induce more investment the investors need ever bigger rewards, but they say it will nevertheless be of
benefit to all because the only way to improve things for everyone is to enlarge the size of the pie. The problem is, as the
pie gets bigger, only a few people get bigger and bigger bites! Countries like China and India have indeed seen economic
improvements for their vast populations over the last generation, but it seems undeniable that inequality is rampant
there too, keeping pace with their arms build-ups.

What is the remedy? We follow the Man who said: "Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives
do I give to you."? He clearly wasn't simply talking about ending wars around the world, for that is a kind of peace that
the world does profess to give, and His is different. His peace starts with people finding peace with God and, from that,
peace among a community that is mutually attempting to live by God's rules and guidance. It is only possible by His
initial sacrifice, and our ongoing commitment to be like Him. As Paul wrote: And you, who once were alienated and hostile
in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless
and above reproach before him, if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the
gospel that you heard.? 'The faith' mentioned here is effectively the rule book for Christians, and it addresses even the
needs now looming so large in the world around us, needs spawned by unfairness. It says: For I do not mean that others
should be eased and you burdened, but that as a matter of fairness your abundance at the present time should supply their
need, so that their abundance may supply your need, that there may be fairness. As it is written, "Whoever gathered much
had nothing left over, and whoever gathered little had no lack."

These Bible statements indicate that the unfairness we witness is clearly not part of God's desire for humanity, and
shows the world on a collision course. It is therefore spiritually healthy for us to be constantly re-examining our lives to
see if we are content with the side of the distribution curve we are on.5 Are we givers or takers? Neither is necessarily
wrong; what is required is fairness. Our measuring stick is found in Phil.2:5-8. Wars on earth will be addressed by the
Man of the Cross displacing the Man of Sin.¢ Until then, we can be effective in our own small way, living out Prov.30:8
through prayer and personal sacrifice. To fail to do so would indeed be unfair when we have those resources available
to us.

References: (1) Jas.3:10 (2) Jn 14:27 (3) Col.1:21-23 (4) 2 Cor.8:13-15 (5) 1 Tim.6:6-11 (6) 2 Thess.2:8
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Personal story

An interview with Tony Smith, Kirkintilloch, Scotland
Tony, please could you share with us something of your early life and formative experience.

Although my parents were not church-going folk, they did send me and my siblings to what was known as the 'Iron Tent'
in Derby. It was there I first learned great Bible stories as [ attended Sunday School and youth meetings. One memorable
Tuesday evening I sat in a room, along with many other young people from my neighbourhood, and heard a man telling
the story of the crucifixion of Jesus. I was captivated by the cross of Christ and I realised for the first time, that when
Jesus died upon that cross, He did it for me personally. [ knew I was a sinner and that night, at 'the foot of the cross’, I
took the Lord Jesus Christ to be my own Saviour.

You're known for your enthusiasm for spreading the Gospel: when did you first detect that drive?

In my early twenties, as a baptised believer, | joined an evangelical church and became passionate about outreach work.
My mission was to distribute a copy of John's Gospel to every house in Derby. The Pocket Testament League (PTL)
provided the Gospels and, over time, most homes in the urban area of the city had received a copy. I undertook preaching
assignments including open air testimony. [ worked closely with Youth for Christ and the Bible Club Movement.

At that point, Churches of God didn’t really feature in your thinking: what changed?

Several of my Christian friends had signed up to go to Bible College and suggested I should do the same. This prompted
me to think about my position, not only to preach Christ, but to make disciples. It was then I recalled the teaching of my
teenage years, when I had been in the Church of God in Derby. I could see the biblical basis of New Testament Churches
of God, but what about my desire for outreach work? It was around this time I heard a preacher quoting those words
that Mary said about Jesus, "Whatever He says to you, do it." ! So I decided to return.

What ways did the Lord open up for you within the Churches of God to allow you to realize your God-given burden to reach
out?

It's amazing to me how the Lord graciously opened up ways to serve Him over the ensuing years. [ was able to join with
the England and Wales Gospel Van team involved in evangelism and disciple-making in North Wales. God richly blessed
these efforts and a church was planted. In the years that followed, I married Rhoda and we had our son Karl. One of my
cherished memories was being part of the organising group in planning two Birmingham Gospel Rallies in 1984 and
1987, attracting attendances of 800 and 1800 respectively. Stories of conversions and spiritual awakening are still being
discovered from those events, for which we praise God.

We've not talked about location yet, where were you when these things were unfolding?

My work for the government, helping people with employment and training, eventually took me from Derby to
Birmingham. This was at a time of major developments in the city and I was involved in recruitment for the new Bullring
Shopping Centre, and also the resettlement of redundant car workers, due to the closure of the Rover plant. These were
exciting times for the Church of God in Birmingham, reaching out and taking on new initiatives. We launched 'Praise
Network', an annual youth outreach event, which ran for 10 years; also 'Church in the Park' a summer Sunday afternoon
outreach for children and parents. We ran innovative conventions to promote outreach and discipleship challenge. Our
hall was now becoming inadequate for the work and needing major repairs. So we prayed and made plans to build a
new one. God answered those prayers in a wonderful way, in providing the finance for such a major project. Rhoda and
I moved from Birmingham in 2012 to be near Karl, his wife Joy and the grandchildren. We were sorry to part with our
dear friends. However, we have settled into the Kirkintilloch church, and found new channels to serve the Lord. Outreach
to the neighbourhood attracts folks through the Coffee Corner, praise events, tea meetings and participation in the
annual Canal Festival. In nearby Queenzieburn a youth work has begun in their community hall, in answer to our
prayers.

As a young man, [ wanted to be a full-time evangelist, but it was Karl who fulfilled that call. So, in later life it is now my
joy to support him in local and wider outreach here in Scotland.

References: (1) Jn 2:5 NKJV
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Mission

Phil Brennan, Buxton, England

The apostle Paul wrote to Titus, appoint elders in every city as I commanded you.! The work in Crete was expanding;
churches were being planted and they needed elders.

It is not always possible to have a plurality of elders in each church, some churches having only one resident overseer
and others, none at all. When that is the case, overseers from neighbouring churches of God function as pastoral care
for the needy church. But the scriptural injunction remains and we work towards appointing men as elders in each
church of God.

It was with that goal in mind that a seminar was held in Rajahmundry, India. Over three days in February, a group of
twenty-three men met for instruction from the Word of God concerning the call of God to oversight work, the character
of men called to shepherd God's flock, and the dual responsibility to lead and to care.

In the 17t century, Richard Baxter wrote a book entitled, 'The Reformed Pastor'. Although writing to a largely Puritan
readership, Baxter did not mean to imply by the use of the word 'reformed’ either a Protestant or Calvinist position.
Rather, he meant a revitalised pastor, renewed in heart and spirit to serve God fully. It was with this sense of the need
of instruction with renewal, that we met together to study the Word of God.

Overseers are not man-made.2 Just as God called men such as Paul into specific service among His people, even so men
receive divine appointment to the work of oversight.

Their sphere of service is of the highest importance. Overseers operate in churches of God, where disciples of Christ
carry out the priestly function of God's house, where divine truth is proclaimed and protected, where disciples are to be
nurtured and grow, and where the gospel is proclaimed.3

The essential character of overseers is one of servanthood. Writing to Timothy, Paul uses seven different metaphors to
describe the work of leaders among His people.* The work is complex and varied and not once is it portrayed as
glamorous or elitist. "'The calling of the ones God designates as leaders is not to a position of governing monarchs, but
humble slaves; not slick celebrities, but labouring servants.’

Each day included a word of ministry by brothers from the Telegu and Tamil churches plus the Goan church of God in
Margao. The afternoon sessions were structured to deal with matters affecting our life in the kingdom of God; of how
leaders are to maintain scriptural standards and guidance on such matters as marriage and divorce, national service,
police and voting; and, lastly, on how to prepare a message to deliver to the churches.

The setting for our seminar was the Faith School in Rajahmundry where we were well accommodated in every way by
our hosts, Moses and Kamilla. The well-mannered children filed quietly out of school at the end of their school day with
finger on lips, so as not to disturb us!

Eight times in writing to Timothy, Paul uses words usually translated 'charge/charging’, in relation to Timothy receiving
a command, and in passing on that command to others.¢ The thought includes that of a military command. We
considered this carefully and in the light of the authority of the 'captain of our salvation'7 and therefore the seriousness
of the matters before us, carefully working through the list of requirements found in Tit.1:6-9.

Finally, we concluded our time with the scene with which Luke closes his Gospel;8 the little group of men led out by the
Saviour who, for them and for all those who follow Him, would be all they ever needed - their shepherd, high priest and
king.

References: (1) Tit.1:5 (2) Acts 20:28; 13:1-3 (3) 1 Tim.3:14-15; 1 Pet.4:17 (4) 2 Tim.2:3-24 (5) ]. MacArthur,
Rediscovering Pastoral Ministry, Word Publishing 1995, Introduction p15 (6) 1 Tim.1:3,18; 5:7,21; 6:13-14,17; 2
Tim.2:14; 4:1 (7) Heb 2:10 cf Acts 5:31 (8) Lk.24:50
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From the Editors' desk

May you, our readers, know the grace and peace of God wherever you are and in the midst of whatever you're
experiencing. The Apostle Peter wrote to five Roman Provinces, meaning the circulation of his letter was widespread in
its day, doubtless assisted by easier imperial communications. Certainly, some proportion of its readership would have
been in difficult or distressing circumstances.

The circulation of NT magazine exists to contribute to the exposition of Peter's letter and all other Bible books. Its
readership spans the continents of the world, and its contents are appreciated by people in very varied circumstances:
entering into war-torn areas where believers meet in secret under threat of persecution; regions ravaged by recent
cyclones where believers struggle to rebuild their lives; as well as into remote and rural parts where relatively few of
the trappings of modern society abound. Non-native English speakers turn to it enthusiastically with dictionary in hand.
Sermons are culled from its contents, and so the blessing is shared more widely still.

This is, in part, why we attempt to provide a balanced variety of features: individual testimonies and human interest
features; reports on the progress of the Gospel and on how church growth is being managed; answers to questions;
alongside devotional, practical and theological Bible studies - aimed at all ages and both genders - and all sourced from
the different continents of the world. If you think there's an area we can do better in, feel free to give us your input
through our Facebook page and web presence or via email to the editors: we'd be keen to receive it.

By this point in the year, our selected themes are already well-established, and we're happy to introduce further
instalments in this issue. It's certainly uplifting to track more high points (p.6) and our selected, exalted title of Christ
(p-4). The Churches of God radio program, Search For Truth, has now passed its 40 year milestone - around the same
time that Needed Truth magazine turned 130 - and so it's good to remind ourselves of its origins (p. 16). It's also good
to throw the spotlight (p. 15) on one of the more recent countries added to the list where Churches of God are globally
represented.

Brian
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Spiritual symmetry

Roy Dickson, Melbourne, Australia

There was symmetry in the shadows of the former material sanctuary of God, for we read in Exodus 26 of the curtains
of fine woven linen, and blue, purple and scarlet thread with repeated beautiful designs of cherubim woven into the
fabric immediately covering the tabernacle. Then follows a description of curtains of goats' hair to be placed on top,
with further coverings of ram skins dyed red and badger skins to form a tent above the tabernacle itself. What held it all
up? Why, boards, bars, rings and sockets, all described in detail. The booklet outlining and explaining the typical teaching
of these things, The Parable of the Tabernacle! written by J.L. Ferguson absolutely fascinated this writer in his early days
in the churches of God. And still does.

The most holy place, where only the high priest could enter and only on one day per year, was a cube of ten cubits (4.57
m). Perfect 3-dimensional symmetry in the presence of God. Height, depth and length were all identical, yet this was a
copy only of heavenly things. The nature of the former dispensation was characterized by limitations and restrictions,
while still providing tremendous privilege to Israel and to the descendants of Levi and in particular to the descendants
of Aaron, the priestly line. But even the priest could only come so far, correctly clothed and washed with water drawn
from the laver in the courtyard. And only a male of Aaron's line could enter the holy place where the lampstand shone.
In the most holy place, behind the beautiful veil, was the ark of God's immediate presence with the mercy seat (or
atonement cover). It was stained with blood of bulls and goats from repeated Days of Atonement, year after year. This
anticipated an ultimate atoning sacrifice to put away sins forever. Symmetrical, beautiful, yet simple - a copy of heavenly
things.2

What can we say now concerning the spiritual sanctuary for today? Paul the apostle wrote to very imperfect saints (as
we are in our day) in the Church of God in Corinth, Do you not know that you are the temple ('sanctuary’ or 'shrine’,
Greek: naos) of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For
the temple of God is holy, which temple you are3 And referring to our conduct within God's kingdom, (and surely those
who comprise God's temple are also inheritors of the kingdom), Paul says, for the kingdom of God is not eating and
drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.# It's as though they are a spiritual cube of holy dimensions
for serving the Lord! Righteousness, peace and joy amongst the people of God, under the rule of God. The day of shadows
has passed, material and legalistic compliance are of no value, indeed he says later on concerning food and drink and
special days that they are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ.> Our calling is, therefore, to holiness,
where the characteristics mentioned are of equal import in the sanctuary service of both brothers and sisters now
towards God. And love is the energy which makes all things possible in the Body, and indeed the kingdom.®

Symmetry of three spiritual dimensions appears regularly in our New Testament readings, for in connection with our
receiving of Christ and being called into His marvellous light, we read: but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but
you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God,” all of which occurred simultaneously and
instantly when each one of us put saving faith in Christ as Saviour.

God has moreover enabled us to be of productive value towards the building up of the Body and the extension of the
kingdom, for He has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind (or alternatively, discipline).8
This has been compared to a three-legged stool, if one leg is missing, the stool falls, but with three in unison, there is
stability and usefulness. So, our walk needs that spiritual symmetry of qualities in harmony with each other, as well as
the righteousness, peace and joy with one another.

References:

(1) Hayes Press, 1979, re-issued 2010 (2) Heb.8:5 (3) 1 Cor.3:16-17 (4) Rom.14:17 (5) Col.2:17 (6) Eph.4:16 (7)1
Cor.6:11 (8) 2 Tim.1:7
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Firstborn

David Webster, Liverpool, England

[ am the eldest of my siblings. I have a younger brother and a younger sister. I was the first child born in my family. I am,
therefore, the firstborn according to the first definition we have already seen in this series. But we have also seen that
firstborn came to mean a position of distinction, special status, pre-eminence or superiority -first in rank rather than
first in birth order.

Firstborn

The Lord Jesus is called the firstborn in both ways. In Luke's nativity account we read about Mary that she gave birth to
her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger.! The Lord Jesus was the first child born to
Mary. However, in the book of Hebrews we read, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, "Let all God's angels
worship him."2 This is clearly not a reference to human birth at all as, in that chapter, reference is being made to the Lord
Jesus as God the Son, the creator, the radiance of God's glory, sustaining all things by his powerful word,3 the one who has
made purification for sins and who rose in resurrection power to take His seat at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven!

So, in being declared firstborn in the second sense, the Lord Jesus is being portrayed as the superior Son of God, first in
rank, over all things and the one whom angels rightly worship.

In writing to the Colossians, Paul refers to the Lord Jesus as the rescuer, the redeemer and the forgiver of sins. He
declares Him to be the image of the invisible God and firstborn over all creation,* as we saw last time. He goes on to say
that He holds everything together and He is head of the church. Let's pick up at that point:

And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything
he might have the supremacy.®

The Lord Jesus was not the first person to be brought back to life. During those three years of ministry, the Lord restored
to life Lazarus and others. However, the resurrection of the Lord Jesus is, without doubt, the crowning glory of His
life on this earth. He was born and lived as a man. He was arrested, tried, executed and declared to be dead. Three days
later, He was alive - risen from the dead. And not, as in the case of Lazarus, to die again at some later date! His
resurrection was complete vindication of His claims to be the Son of God and He was raised to a completely unending
life. He is described in Hebrews as a priest on the basis of the power of an indestructible life.6 He could not be a priest on
earth before the resurrection, not being from the tribe of Levi.

The Lord's life after the resurrection was of a different type altogether. His body was the same, but different! Its
properties had changed. Although recognisable, He was not always recognised. He could enter into a locked room and
disappear at will from the sight of its inhabitants.” ]I Packer puts it like this: ‘it was ... a transformation of Jesus'
humanity that enabled him to appear, vanish, and move unseen from one location to another (Luke 24:31, 36). It was
the creative renewing of his original body, the body now fully glorified and deathless (Phil.3:21; Heb.7:16, 24).'8

Firstfruits

Just as firstborn denotes the supreme majesty of the Lord Jesus, the term 'firstfruits’ refers back to the harvest when
the first portion was given to God, signifying the expectation of more to follow.

Firstfruits was the third of the seven festivals that Israel observed. The first festival of the new year was Passover - a
commemoration of release from bondage in Egypt. Following Passover was the second festival - Unleavened Bread.
During the seven days of this festival, nothing was to be eaten that contained yeast. This is a commemoration of the
exodus when the Israelites left Egypt, leaving in a hurry without enough time to wait for their bread to rise.? On the day
after the Sabbath the people were told to bring the 'first fruits' of the harvest (the first ripe barley in the field) and raise
it as a wave offering; this is the Festival of Firstfruits.

The LORD said to Moses, "Speak to the Israelites and say to them: 'When you enter the land I am going to give you and you
reap its harvest, bring to the priest a sheaf of the first grain you harvest. He is to wave the sheaf before the LORD so it will
be accepted on your behalf; the priest is to wave it on the day after the Sabbath. '" 10

So firstfruits indicates both a reality in itself and the promise and guarantee of much, much more to come! It was a real
sheaf of grain, but there was lots more to follow.
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Scripture says:

But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those Mho hare fallen asleep. For since death came
through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made
alive. But each in turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him.!1

In the first place, the firstfruits were the first in time and the Lord Jesus was the first to be raised to life to die no more.
And, in a fulfilment of the third festival, it was on the day after the Sabbath! That was the very day that the women
disciples found the tomb open and unoccupied. Christ had risen! Secondly, 'firstfruits’ was the guarantee of a great
harvest to follow! The Lord Jesus, as the firstborn from the dead, in resurrected glory is both the reality and the promise
as Paul makes clear.

We are all naturally in Adam and we all die! Spiritually those of us who have put faith in the Lord Jesus are in Christ and
we will all be made alive.

For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the
trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are. still alive, and are left Mill be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.12

Writing Revelation, John records a vision he saw of the mighty exalted Lord Jesus. At the beginning there is a greeting:

Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his throne,
and from Jesus Christ, -who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the. dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.!3

The Lord Jesus is presented as past, present and future. Specifically, now past, is the beautiful life on earth as the faithful
witness whom God loved. His death, burial and resurrection as the centre and pivotal part of God's plan of salvation is
ever fresh and present. Then there is the future glory as the greater promised ruler who will come to take His rightful
throne on this earth.

We can take hope from the fact that the Lord Jesus predicted that he must be killed and after three days rise againl* -
making Him the firstborn from the dead! We can also rejoice in the fulfilment of the festival of firstfruits: that the Lord
was raised to life on the day after the Sabbath and that, because He lives, we are assured of our own resurrection!
References:

(1) Lk.2:7 (2) Heb.1:6 (3) Heb.1:3 (4) Col.1:13-17 (5) Col.1:18 (6) Heb.7:16 (7) See Lk.24:31 (8) JI Packer, 'Concise
Theology' IVP p125 - Second Edition 1994 (9) Ex.12:39 (10) Lev.23:9-11 (11) 1 Cor.15:20-23 (12) 1 Thess.4:16-17 (13)
Rev. l:4b-5a (14) Mk.8:31
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High points

Lennie Shaw, Swindon, England

When we read in our Bibles about God's ancient people, it soon becomes clear that there are frequent swings between
high points and low points in their relationship with Him.

Ps.137 certainly describes a low point for the people of Judah. In captivity, they sat by the rivers in Babylon,
remembering their homeland and unable to sing the 'songs of Zion' as requested by their captors because of the sadness
of their hearts. How could they sing songs of joy when they were experiencing the bitterness of enforced exile? Harps
that had been played when singing songs of praise to the Lord back home in Judah now-hung, silent, on the willow trees
of Babylon.

The people would have 70 long years to regret how they had repeatedly ignored the Lord's pleadings with them to
return to Him, through prophets like Jeremiah.

Turning to Ps.126, however, we find an altogether more uplifting theme. This is one of the Songs of Ascents that the
people would sing years later when making their way up to Jerusalem, to Zion, to the temple, with the intention of
worshipping the Lord.

The words of the psalm recalled the emotions of those original exiles who returned from Babylon to live once more in
the city that meant so much both to them, and to the Lord. As perhaps Solomon had earlier testified: "For the LORD has
chosen Zion; He has desired it for His dwelling place: This is My resting place forever; Here Frill dwell, for I have desired it."?

The joyful tone of these words tells us a lot about how the people felt about their return:
When the LORD brought back the captivity of Zion,

We were like those who dream.

Then our mouth was filled with laughter,

And our tongue with singing.

Then they said among the nations,

“The LORD has done great things for them. "

The LORD has done great things for us,

And we are glad.

Bring back our captivity, O LORD,

As the streams in the South.

Those who sow in tears shall reap in joy.

He who continually goes forth weeping,

Bearing seed for sowing,

Shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, Bringing his sheaves with him.?

The truth of the words Those who sow in tears shall reap in joy would not be lost on them. The people had spent 70 years
sowing in tears and now, by the grace of God, they were reaping in joy, having returned. Those who had gone forth
weeping, were now coming again, but this tune with rejoicing.

Isaiah prophesied: So the ransomed of the LORD shall return, And come to Zion with singing, With everlasting joy on their
heads. They shall obtain joy and gladness; Sorrow and sighing shall flee away.3

Then, years after the exiled remnant returned, each time there was a feast in Jerusalem, those who made the pilgrimage
would make the ascent to the city, up to Mount Zion, to the temple, and would sing these songs of joy, reminding
themselves of just how it felt to be delivered from oppression, to be free to serve God as He asked. Their spirits would
be lifted as they climbed higher, both in terms of the approach to Jerusalem, and also spiritually as they drew closer to
the worship of the Lord their God in the temple, taking the same route as those same returning captives had so many
years before.

The title of 'A Song of Ascents' has also been interpreted as 'a Song of Drawing Upwards'. It seems an appropriate
description of the experience of those who were coming to Jerusalem to worship Yahweh, their God who still loved them
with an everlasting love, despite all their unfaithfulness to Him in years past. Being drawn upwards, lifting their minds
and hearts from the things of this world to an altogether higher person and purpose. They were going to give to God.

Joy and rejoicing are written all over Psalm 126. This was a people who were full of songs and shouts of praise to God,
remembering His grace towards them and by their actions also bearing witness to other nations that, "The LORD has
done great things for them ... The LORD has done great things for us "4

References: (1) Ps.132:13-14 (2) Ps.126:1-6 (3) Isa.51:11 (4) Ps.126:2-3 Bible quotations from NK]JV
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They're out to get us!

Ira Williamson, Trinidad, USA

An old hand-painted sign en route to Camp Baldy, Colorado used to advertise a landowner's odd request: 'clean dirt
wanted'. The oxymoronic appeal seemed unlikely to be fulfilled since the very nature of the clean thing being requested
is to be dirty!

In a sense, this is the same thing God wants from us. Once sin entered the world through Adam's disobedience, we all
have been dirty by nature. Paul says that we were dead in our trespasses and sins! and that we were children of wrath
fulfilling the lusts and desires of the flesh.2 For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did:
sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh3 God provided
propitiation for our sins so that His reasoning of Isaiah 1 could be accomplished in us: "Come now, and let us reason
together, " says the LORD, "Though your sins are as scarlet, they will be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson,
they will be like wool."* Once this wonderful work was undertaken, we were made a new creation in Christ®> and
immediately indwelt by the Holy Spirit. Inwardly new, outwardly rejoicing, eternally changed and yet at the same time,
in a physical sense, still very much the same. At that moment, a war began in us that, until then, was non-existent.
Suddenly our old nature was at odds with our new nature, and the primary battleground for our spiritual warfare was
set. This war has a glorious finish! To borrow a phrase, He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of
Christ Jesus,® a day in which the mortal will put on immortality, and the corruptible, incorruption.? Until then, it's a war
between the Spirit and the flesh® and we would do well not to ignore the importance of this battle. This battle between
the vileness of the flesh and the holiness of the Spirit is the primary battleground in our spiritual warfare because our
flesh is so near, so constant and so frequently encountered. The Devil has no need to stumble us if we are adequately
wallowing in the muck of this world by our own carnal nature.

So, that carnal nature is the subject of this article. The Greek word used in the Bible is sarx and it appears about 150
times and is generally translated 'flesh'. Like the previous enemy 'the world' in this short series of articles, this word
also basically has two distinct meanings (although translated with many shades of meaning). First, it simply refers to
our bodies. While we are made of dust, and by default sinful, this word is often used to mean nothing more than our
bodies. At other times, it is used to describe something that is completely at odds with God. This dual meaning can be
clearly appreciated by comparing Paul's statements in Gal.2:20 (simply body) and Gal.4:23 (sinful flesh).

There is little need to describe this enemy, the flesh, since we are all too familiar with it. Gal.5:19 says: the deeds of the
flesh are evident. Obvious, tempting and sometimes easy to justify; these deeds of the flesh need to be crucified. Take
them back to the cross of Jesus Christ and remember the price that was paid to put them to death. If we can't thank God
directly for the thing we are seeing, doing or saying - that is a simple test between the Spirit and the flesh.

To crucify the flesh requires a conscious desire to put to death these old actions. It requires confession to God and
sometimes to others. Yet God did not take away our sin to leave us empty, nor wash away our filth to leave us naked.
Having put off the old, we are to put on Christ,° to be like Him.1? Having been filled with the Holy Spirit, let our mouths
be filled with the word of Christ,!* our minds filled with things above,12 our eyes filled with Him.13

This war against the flesh requires our whole body. Rom.6:12-13 sums it up like this: Therefore do not let sin reign in
your mortal body so that you obey its lusts, and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of
unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of
righteousness to God. The strength to defeat this enemy is God's, it simply requires faith and obedience from us. The
command of Gal.5:16 But I say, walk by the Sprit, is followed by the promise and you will not carry out the desire of the
flesh. We were saved by faith and so we must walk.

References: (1) Eph.2:1 (2) Eph.2:3 (3) Rom.8:3 (4) Isa.1:18 (5) 2 Cor.5:17 (6) Phil.1:6 (7) 1 Cor.15:53 (8) Gal 5:17 (9)
Rom.13:14; Gal.3:27 (10)1 Cor.11:1 (11) Col.3:16 (12) Col.3:2 (13) Heb.12:2
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Personal transformation

Andy Seddon, Swindon, England

So far in this series, we have been exploring the theme of personal transformation, particularly in relation to the minds
and bodies of regenerate Christians. We now turn to the first of two New Testament case studies where we can observe
some of these principles in action: the Apostle Paul, a.k.a. Saul of Tarsus.

When Saul of Tarsus encountered the risen Lord Jesus Christ on the road to Damascus, it triggered one of the most
famous and dramatic conversions to Christ recorded in history. It is hard to imagine how bewildered the early followers
of Jesus would have been when the man they most feared turned up preaching that Jesus was the Messiah and risen
from the dead! The Jesus he had hated became Lord of his life, and the people he had hunted became his beloved
brothers and sisters. How spectacular is the transforming power of God!

Renewal of the mind: rethinking his identity

Saul (his Jewish name), had a very impressive Curriculum Vitae, which contained many reasons for viewing himself
highly in the world in which he lived. He had a strong Jewish heritage: circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews.!

Paul (his Roman name) also had a strong Gentile heritage: "from Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no obscure city. "? The city
of his birth and upbringing was 'distinguished for its wealth and its schools of learning'.3 He had the honour of being a
Roman citizen by birth,* presumably because his parents were. From his youth, Saul was a promising individual, as he
would later write, advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age.° He also had an enviable education under the
reputable Pharisee Gamaliel.6

After Paul's Damascus road experience, it seems that none of this mattered to him in comparison to what he had become
in Christ, as he would later write to the Philippians:

But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing
worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order
that I may gain Christ and be found in him ...7

So Paul thought of his identity in a new way, that is, through his relationship with and personal knowledge of the Lord
Jesus. In the modern world where many are grappling with issues of personal identity, we must take inspiration from
Paul. However, unless we continuously and actively occupy our minds with the glory of Christ, we may not easily identify
with his words to the Philippians.

Renewal of the mind: rethinking his righteousness

Saul grew up on the Torah and he took it very seriously! He followed the family tradition8 by becoming a Pharisee, which
was, as he described, the " strictest party of our religion ".? Within the Jewish community Saul would have been held up
as a beacon of righteousness; he said it himself: as to righteousness under the law, blameless.1? 1 can't help wondering
how insulted and threatened he would have felt had he been at the 'sermon on the mount' when Jesus told His Jewish
disciples that they would not even enter the kingdom of heaven unless they were more righteous than the Pharisees!!!

What a contrast to how he views himself after his encounter with Christ: I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent
opponent... Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost.12 No longer considering himself
the beacon of righteousness, Paul thinks of himself as the chief of sinners. This is a natural conviction for followers of
Jesus who appreciate the holiness and grace of God, and it is a necessary conviction before a person can accept Jesus as
Saviour.

Presenting his body: redirecting his zeal

Saul had always been a man who dedicated his time, energy and body to doing what he believed to be God's will; he was
never just a man of words, but of tireless activity. I imagine tears would have welled up in his eyes when he later sat
down to write this to the Galatians:

For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God violently and tried to destroy it... so
extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers.13

His zeal reminds me of what Jacob prophesied about Saul's tribe: "Benjamin is a ravenous wolf, in the morning devouring
the prey and at evening dividing the spoil."# Saul of Tarsus was the young man who looked after the coats of the men
who stoned Stephen and then took personal pleasure in his execution.!5> He relentlessly pursued the followers of Jesus,
believing them to be heretics who were threatening the status of the nation he loved and blaspheming God; a God of
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whom he could never believe would allow the true Messiah to be crucified.

Paul's former life vividly demonstrates the falseness of the notion that 'it doesn't matter what you believe as long as you
are sincere'. What a seismic shock to his core beliefs he must have experienced when he heard the voice from heaven:
"l am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. "16

So what became of Paul's characteristic zeal? It attached itself to a dramatically new purpose - to exalt the name he had
been trying to destroy! God planned this from the beginning. He had revealed to Ananias that Paul was "a chosen
instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. "17

And so Paul developed a painful burden for the Jews who still thought like he used to; For I could wish that I myself were
accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers!8 He also had a new longing for the Gentiles who were blinded
by pagan religion; Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as he saw that the
city was full of idols.??

Paul also, of course, developed a passionate burden for the new and growing community of believers throughout the
Jewish and Gentile world. He craved their unity,2? their spiritual growth?! and their holiness in Christ.22 He became
passionate for Christ and for His gospel.23

Presenting his body: redirecting his efforts

These new passions of Paul were the driving force of his actions, dedicating all that he had to the call of God. Among his
favourite greetings in his epistles were: Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,?* or Paul, a servant of Christ
Jesus.2> These are action words. He became the apostle, the 'one sent forth',26 and the servant, (or bondservant / slave)
of Jesus Christ, taking after his Master who demonstrated true greatness in servanthood.

Paul saw all of his previous attributes as tools to be used for the Master's service. Consider his knowledge of Greek
philosophy when speaking to the Areopagus in Acts 17, or his understanding of rivalries between Pharisees and
Sadducees to support his defence in Acts 23:6-8. Even when he was confined to prison, he tirelessly wrote epistles which
form a sizeable portion of what is now the New Testament.

Paul became willing to suffer emotionally and physically, indeed counted it as a privilege to do so if only it served to
advance the gospel or strengthen other believers.?’

We must remember that Paul was equipped with the gift of the Holy Spirit, just as all believers in Jesus Christ are. It was
God at work through his body, but this did not preclude hard work on Paul's part, as conveyed in his words to the
Colossians: For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works within me.28

References:

(1) Phil.3:5 (2) Acts 21:39 (3) Easton's Bible Dictionary 2017 (4) Acts 22:28 (5) Gal.1:14 (6) Acts 22:3; presumably the
same Gamaliel of Acts 5:34 (7) Phil.3:7-9 (8) See Acts 23:6 (9) Acts 26:5 (10) Phil.3:6 (11) Matt.5:20 (12) 1 Tim.1:13-
15 (13) Gal.1:13-14 (14) Gen.49:27 (15) Acts 7:58-8:3 (16) Acts 9:5 (17) Acts 9:15 (18) Rom.9:3 (19) Acts 17:16 (20)
Phil.2:2 (21) Phil.1:9 (22) 2 Cor.7:1 (23) Phil.1:18 (24) Eph.1:1 (25) Rom.1:1 (26) ‘Apostolos', W.E. Vine (27) See e.g.
Phil.1:14 (28) Col.1:29
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Can you help me with this?

Geoff Hydon, Mount Forest, Canada

Someone said that because Isaiah 9:6 describes Messiah as only Mighty God', the promised one could not really be
equal with the Father who is Almighty God'.

If we want to avoid confusion, we must find clear statements in the Bible. We will then be on safe ground to use them to
resolve anything that may appear less clear elsewhere, since the Bible is internally consistent (it does not contradict
itself). While we complete this study we must, of course, recognize that, while being fully God, God the Son is also fully
man as Jesus, and during His days on earth He voluntarily accepted human limitations. We must therefore look for Bible
passages that clearly address whether or not He is God, not just ones that emphasize His manhood and voluntary
subordination.!

Certainly people around Him questioned Jesus' actions, which were a sign of His deity,2 so the problem we are tackling
is not new. Let us then consider Jn 10:29-39. Christ says there: "I and the Father are one". His meaning was absolutely
clear to His audience, who immediately thought to stone Him because, they said, "You, being a man, make yourself God.
" Their point was not that He was just sharing the same views as God, but that He was actually claiming deity; and He
responded by confirming their understanding of His claim and asking them to believe in Him. The same is true in |n
5:18-19, where the Jews unequivocally understood Jesus' statements as expressing He is equal with God. We can
objectively say, then, that the Bible teaches Jesus' equality with God the Father is something to which He Himself
attested. We can also note Paul's statements in Phil.2:5-6 and Tit.2:13. It would take a rewrite of the scripture (as some
unbelievers have indeed attempted!3) to get around John's clear statement that Jesus is God in Jn 1:1,14.

Equipped with these clear statements, we should bring them to Isa.9:6. Does the term 'Mighty' mean Christ is in any
way a lesser being than Almighty God? Not at all. Turn to Isa.10:20. There Israel is described as relying on the LORD, and
there is no debate that this also refers to the God of Israel, who in the next verse is described as? ...yes, you guessed
right: the Mighty God. Isaiah uses exactly the same word in both places. And in [sa.13:6 the LORD, the same one as in
Isa.10:20, is described as the Almighty. We could also check in Ps.24:8, where the LORD is described as mighty, or go
back to Deut.10:17, which reads: “For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, the mighty and the
awesome God. " Other places where God is described as mighty rather than almighty include Neh.9:32 and Jer.32:18.

Then we should note that the difference between mighty and almighty in this context cannot be resolved by using an
English dictionary. Our Bibles translate Hebrew and Greek words into their nearest English equivalents. However, the
Hebrew word for almighty (shaddai) is not derived from their Isaiah 9:6 word for mighty (gibbor). It is not simply like
the English that adds an abbreviated 'all’ on to 'mighty’ to extend its meaning. Shaddai emphasizes all-sufficiency and
gibbor emphasizes supremacy in battle, and is so appropriately united with 'Prince of Peace' in Isa.9:6. Grammatically,
in the original language of the Bible, one who is described as mighty is not less than one who is almighty. The original
words describe similar attributes that are not mutually exclusive. In English we might likewise say something is great
or grand; the two words have different origins and nuances in meaning, but they can often be properly applied to the
same person or thing.

So the conclusion must be that the Lord Jesus Christ is attested in the Bible to be equal with God, the two persons Father
and Son being one God, and the terms mighty and almighty are both applied to the LORD without any suggestion of a
limitation on divine attributes. The key reality is that both adjectives are applied to the one who is God, and therefore
to suggest 'mighty’ diminishes His ability would be simply a contradiction; God cannot be limited in that way, or He
would cease to be God!

References & footnotes:

(1) e.g. Jn 14:28 (2) e.g. Lk.5:20-26 (3) They have even tried to say Jn 1:1 says only that the Word was 'a god', which is
not a legitimate meaning of John's words the way he wrote them, and moreover, in Isa.9:6 which we are dealing with,
there is obviously no suggestion Isaiah meant just one of many 'mighty gods', but only a unique individual, the only one

who is both Mighty God and Father of Eternity.

Bible quotations from the ESV
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Songs

Stephen & Pippa McCabe, Belfast, N.Ireland

Hannah was a woman with deep personal hurts, but also one with a firm eye on God's 'big picture' - especially, it seems,
on the service of His house in His kingdom. Her hurt is encapsulated in the words recorded in 1 Sam.1. It says that
Elkanah had two wives: the name of one was Hannah and the name of the other Peninnah; and Peninnah had children, but
Hannah had no children... Her rival... would provoke her bitterly to irritate her, because the LORD had closed her womb.!
Year after year, Hannah endured this. Can you imagine the persistent torment of this treatment? It brought her,
eventually, to her knees before the house of the LORD, where she asked God for a son and "then I will give him to the
LORD all the days of his life "

Her confidence in God was answered in the birth of Samuel. God had transformed her situation! She went on to have
further children by the grace of God,3 but it was the boy Samuel? in whom God had answered her prayer, and through
whom He would bring about flourishing in Israel.

With the birth of Samuel, and his placement in the house of the LORD,* praise bursts from Hannah (read the song in full
in 1 Samuel 2:1-10):

"My heart exults in the LORD;

My horn is exalted in the LORD,

My mouth speaks boldly against my enemies,

Because I rejoice in Your salvation. "5

'My heart'... 'My horn' (speaking of the glory and power of a strong animal)... 'My mouth' - all transformed, blessed,
through the action of God in Hannah's life. Where she had previously moved her lips without sound in desperation,®
Hannah was now able to speak boldly and clearly of what God had accomplished in her life. Conversely, the one who had
boasted, Peninnah, should learn not to speak with pride any longer.

"The bows of the mighty are shattered,

But the feeble gird on strength. "7

Where she had been in a position of weakness, God had brought Hannah strength. This recalls the exalting of the horn,
the symbol of the strength of an animal, raised up in contrast to the shattered human bow.

"Even the barren gives birth to seven,

But she who has many children languishes. "8

Where she had been without, God had provided. The reference to 'seven' here perhaps expresses Hannah's appreciation
of the completeness of God's answer to her in Samuel. Her understanding of her inclusion in God's purposes for Israel
through Samuel leads her to see Peninnah's relative position as 'languishing'.

"He raises the poor from the dust,

He lifts the needy from the ash heap

To make them sit with nobles,

And inherit a seat of honour ".°

Where she had been needy, God had lifted her up. The language used by Hannah might seem jarring to us. Perhaps we
wouldn't expect to speak of ourselves as exalted, sitting with nobility, having the place of honour, and our opponents as
being shattered - but remember that Hannah's confidence is in God, and in the fact that it is He who has raised her up
from her lowly position. He has rescued her! After being humbled under the mighty hand of God, Hannah now finds
herself, and her part in God's bigger story, brought to the fore.10

“The LORD will judge the ends of the earth;
And He will give strength to His king,
And will exalt the horn of His anointed. "1

Part of what so impresses us about Hannah is her eye to God's wider purposes, beyond her own personal hurts. Yes, she
desired a son - but a son whom she could give to the service of God in His house. Yes, she rejoiced in God's exalting her
where she had been low - but she also rejoiced prophetically that God would exalt the horn of His anointed, His king.
The days of the kings were coming to Israel during the life of Samuel. Hannah's little boy would be central to the
establishment of Israel, rising to the peak of her powers within a few short generations - with the boy Samuel growing
to be the wise man of God whose words never failed.1? What an answer to prayer he was, and how Hannah's life was
exalted as a result!

May godly women today follow Hannah's example - bringing their hurts to the Lord, and through the means of the Lord's
deliverance, having an eye beyond themselves to the prospering of His kingdom.

References: (1) 1 Sam.1:2,6 (2) 1 Sam.1:11 (3) 1 Sam.2:21 (4) 1 Sam.1:20-28 (5) 1 Sam.2:1 (6) 1 Sam.1:13 (7) 1 Sam.2:4
(8) 1 Sam.2:5 (9) 1 Sam.2:8 (10) 1 Pet.5:6 (11) 1 Sam.2:10 (12) 1 Sam.3:19 Bible quotations from NASB
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The peace of God

Ben Jones, Toronto, Canada

All too often today we think of peace as simply the absence of something else: world peace is the absence of war in the
world, a peace treaty calls for a ceasing of hostilities between countries, a peaceful time is a time without interruption.
Peace is often cited as the goal of various meditation techniques and is sought after as relief from the pressures of a busy
world. Peace as a concept is seemingly defined by what it is not, rather than what it is.

The concept of peace is prevalent throughout Scripture, and is particularly noticeable in the greetings and salutations
of the New Testament epistles.! Paul and his compatriots often sought to remind their audience of the God of peace, and
the peace available from God, at the opening and closing of their letters. It was a prevalent and important theme for
ancient writers - indeed, in Hebrew and Aramaic, the word 'peace' became a greeting ('shalom’/'salaam') that we still
hear today.

People commonly wish peace upon one another, but world history demonstrates we are not very good at giving it or
preserving it. We create apps to help us meditate, but get distracted by the next social media notification. We book
vacations meant to be peaceful getaways, but take our troubles and stress with us. We broker ceasefires between
nations, but as soon as one conflict resolves another flares up. It seems to be a universal constant that we crave peace,
but we are unable to truly find it.

The peace of God is a different matter from the typical peace of the world - indeed, Paul highlights that it surpasses (ESV)
or transcends all understanding? (NIV). It is beyond our human comprehension, and therefore also beyond our human
ability to create or preserve. The peace of God is more than just the absence of war and conflict, more than just the
absence of interruption and disturbance, but is uniquely associated with His divine attributes.

We must draw a distinction here between the peace of God and peace with God - the latter refers to the resolution of
the conflict between us and God as we are justified by Jesus Christ,3 whereas the former describes peace owned by and
originating from God. There is a lesson in here for us generally: how often do we take something divine and try to take
ownership of it ourselves, and in so doing twist and corrupt its original purity? Family relationships, marriage, sexuality,
creation, faith, and truth all originate with God, but we take them from their divine origin and they become poor, twisted
reflections of God's original intention. With that in mind, when we speak of the peace of God, we must take care not to
try to take ownership of it ourselves; it is not for us to possess, create, or impart. It cannot be separated from its author
without becoming a mean, poor reflection.

Just as peace in the world is often defined by what it is not, the peace we read of in the Bible is also defined by its close
relationship to something else: peace is intrinsically related to and intertwined with the identity of God Himself. Paul
raises this in Philippians, as he commands the reader to give thanks, to always rejoice, to pray continually, and as a result
the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.* Constant
thanksgiving, rejoicing, and prayer, as Paul indicates, give us an insight (if not a full understanding) into the peace that
belongs to God in His position as master of all creation.

The New Testament writers typically used the Greek word eirine for 'peace’, drawing from a root word eiro which means
to join, or make whole, that which has been broken. There is a beautiful picture in here that peace is more than just the
absence of war, violence or disturbance, but is in fact a state built on making something that is broken whole again.
Looking to the Old Testament, we see a similar principle: Shalom in the Hebrew has many similarities to eirine in the
Greek - both indicate completeness, in contrast to the brokenness of disruption, war, and violence.

To speak of the peace of God is to speak of the completeness of God, the wholeness of God, and recognize that He does
not lack anything in and of Himself. As humans, we are so often striving to have or to be more, to improve ourselves or
our condition - by contrast, God has no such lack and no such need to improve Himself. He is whole, and complete, and
therefore His peace is absolute. The peace of God, unlike peace in the world, is perfect.

Note that Paul does not promise that God will cause our circumstances to be continually serene - in fact, Jesus instead
promises His disciples trouble and tribulation.5 The promise in Phil.4:4-7 is that the peace of God would guard [our]
hearts and [our] minds in Christ Jesus once we shed our anxiety in prayer to God. The peace remains God's, belonging
solely to Him. Its effect is to form a fortress around our heart and mind to keep us from sin. Just as we, although not
righteous ourselves, enjoy righteousness from God,® we can enjoy God's peace even despite a lack of peaceful
surroundings.

Paul's command in Phil.4:6 is to combat our anxiety by making our requests known to God. This is not to say that He is
unaware of our needs or desires, but instead we pray as an acknowledgement of our dependence on Him. Jesus' words
inJn 16:33 echo a similar sentiment as He reveals to the disciples that they cannot overcome the world themselves: they
will only face troubles. Their hope lies in the fact that Christ overcame (oh the joy of the past tense in this verse!) on
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their behalf, and they can take encouragement from the fact that they can rely on Him. Paul's thought is the same: as we
pray and make supplication to the God who already knows all of our needs, we acknowledge our dependence on Him.

When we acknowledge our dependence on God and our need for His constant help, we are faced with our own
inadequacy, our own incompleteness. Without God, we are broken people, in need of repair - this is why we crave eirine
peace, and yet are unable to find it ourselves. By contrast, when we acknowledge our own failings and inadequacy, we
gain the protection of God's perfection and peace, though that peace is beyond our understanding.” Isaiah put this
concept beautifully:

You keep him in perfect peace

whose mind is stayed on you,

because he trusts in you.

Trust in the LORD forever,

for the LORD GOD is an everlasting rock®

God's peace surpasses our understanding because he is whole, complete, and totally self-sufficient. Our peace is
temporary, based on human contrivances, and ultimately is about us trying to fix something that is broken. Even the
Greek and Hebrew languages reflect this thought. As humans, we can only make something if it comes from something
else. We can take matter and reshape it, but it is only ever a temporary thing. We can take a broken thing and repair it
to give it peace, but that too is temporary. God's peace, by contrast, is eternal. He always has and always will be at peace,
and so this peace surpasses our understanding. And yet, by amazing grace, it is made available to us, when we
acknowledge our inadequacies and fix our mind on God.

References:
(1) Rom.1:7; 16:20; 1 Cor.1:3; 2 Cor.1:2; 13:11; Gal.1:3; Eph.1:2; 6:23; Phil.1:2; Col.1:2; 1 Thess.1:1; 5:23; 2 Thess.1:2;

3:16; 1 Tim.1:2; 2 Tim.1:2; Tit.1:4; Heb.13:20; 1 Pet.1:2; 5:14; 2 Pet.1:2; 2 Jn 1:3; 3 Jn 1:15; Jude 1:2; Rev.1:4 (2) Phil.4:7
(3) Rom.5:1 (4) Phil.4:6-7 (5) Jn 16:33 (6) Phil.3:9 (7) Jn 14:27 (8) Isa.26:3-4
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Hate crime

Peter Hickling, Cromer, England

On Easter Sunday, 21st April 2019 a man carrying a large rucksack walked up to the entrance of a cathedral in Colombo,
Sri Lanka, and asked what time the service was. The bishop was standing at the door and welcomed the man in. The
church became packed with people, as were other churches, because it was Easter day. But what the man was carrying
was a bomb, and there were bombs in other Christian churches, and in hotels largely used by tourists. In total, at least
250 people were killed, and 500 injured. Ironically, the cathedral was called the Cathedral of Christ the Living Saviour,
and the people who went to churches went to celebrate the victory of Christ over death, on the day of His resurrection.

Who did it?

The numbers of deaths and injuries tend to be accepted when we read them because of shock and revulsion at their
enormity, although we must be careful to avoid exaggerations. In this case, those attacked in the churches were
undoubtedly Christian worshippers, and the attackers were undoubtedly Muslim.! It is doubted whether the small
Muslim population of Sri Lanka would have the resources and expertise to carry out the coordinated operation in the
island, and indeed subsequently members of ISIS defeated in Iraq admitted exporting their jihad to attack easier targets.

Why did they do it?

The members of the Wahhabi branch of the Islamic faith are much more severe in their interpretation of the Koran, and
believe that 'infidels' deserve death because of their rejection. A practical result of this was that members of the
'Caliphate’, which at one time controlled a large proportion of Syria, considered themselves justified in imposing the
most barbarous punishments on non-Muslims, or even Muslims who did not share their beliefs. This led to the ghoulish
practice of beheading 'unbelievers' - one indulged in even by people from western societies who were led to join ISIS.

We should admit that there are millions of worshipping Moslems who would never countenance such extremities. It
would be very wrong of Christians to persecute such people because of what they believe.

What should our attitude be?

Our natural reaction to actions that are so evil and repugnant is to hate their perpetrators - but natural reaction is not
Christian reaction. Our leader - Jesus Christ - gave specific instructions about this; “You have heard that it was said, 'You
shall love your neighbour and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,
so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven”; 2 and "Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you "3

The apostle Paul amplified Jesus' teaching in writing to the Romans:

Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, "Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the
Lord. " To the contrary, "if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing y ou
will heap burning coals on his head. " Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”*

Must evil go unpunished?

Not at all. God forbids our retaliation, because it usurps His own authority and the authority of those to whom He has
delegated power. God is the Judge of all the earth,> and He is uniquely qualified to do what is just, because He alone has
a full knowledge of human motives. It may be that actions that we would unequivocally condemn may be regarded as
less serious by God, who knows the motives. Similarly, the Bible says,

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist
have been instituted by God. Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist
will incur judgment. For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in
authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, for he is God's servant for your good. But if you do
wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God's
wrath on the wrongdoer.¢

Footnotes & references: (1) For simplicity, this article uses common designations of Christian and Moslem/Muslim for

those who profess to follow those religions. 'Christian’ is of course only fully applicable to those adhering to the biblical
pattern for following Christ. (2) Matt.5:43-45 (3) Lk.6:27-28 (4) Rom.12:19-21 (5) Gen.18:25 (6) Rom.13:1-4
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Personal story

An interview with Ephraim Chinga, Chegutu, Zimbabwe
Ephraim, please introduce yourself to our readers ...

I was born on the 9th of April, 1975, in the small town of Chegutu, Zimbabwe. I grew up in a company compound of
David Whitehead Textiles where my father worked as a security sergeant, after he and my mother had migrated from
Malawi to find work. My earliest boyhood memories were of porridge for breakfast, difficult times at school due to my
'foreign’ accent, and a liking for a certain coconut slice cake.

During the 1980s, Zimbabwe used to be the breadbasket of Africa, and life was good for us, reflected in my father having
two cars - unusual for a black man then. In 1994, aged 19,1 was given employment as a warehouse fabric inspector with
David Whitehead Textiles, still one of the biggest textile companies in Southern Africa at that time.

How did the job turn out?

Within a year, I rose to be the company fire commander, while also working in the L.T. department as well as being a
Health and Safety Officer. I praised God for opening these doors for me. During that time, as Zimbabwe's economy
started to go down, prices of goods went up. White farmers were chased away, and that affected the cotton industry. In
2008,1 was moved to work in Bulawayo, 400km away from home, as a sales representative. In 2014, the company was
liquidated.

Perhaps you could describe your feelings?

I worked for 19 years and was frustrated to be terminated with nothing. As a result of radical currency devaluation, my
life savings in the bank amounted to just enough for a bottle of cooking oil. I used it to make a meal, sat down to eat,
saying: "I've worked all my life for this one meal." Today, [ rely on selling second-hand shoes and clothes which my wife
sells in order to sustain the family. We also run a 'roadrunner project,’ that is, we've invested in 120 chicks for their egg

supply.
You've mentioned your wife, tell us something about your family, please.

I met my wife Joyful Chasara way back in 1991 when we were both still at the Roman Catholic High School in Chegutu
where she was a year behind me. | was exploring various ex-curricular activities ranging from Public Speaking, Arts and
Culture to Sports and Scripture Union. Let me first say that while in the Scripture Union club, [ came across Rev.3:20
and Rom.10:13. Upon reading them, it was as if | heard Jesus' voice and invitation, and I called out to Him. I confessed I
was a sinner and, believing the Lord Jesus Christ had died for my sins on the cross and had been raised for my
justification, I received Him as my personal Saviour.

Now, to your question, [ vividly recall a hot Wednesday afternoon, and sitting under a huge marula tree feeling thirsty
and not a little disillusioned with the mood of turmoil in the country. In Scripture Union class, we'd been debating the
story of Rebecca; when at the well, she single handedly quenched the thirst of far-travelled visitors and their camels
(leading to her finding her husband, Isaac). In a trance-like state, | suddenly found myself being offered a cold-frosted
bottled drink.

Being in need of a sign, a promise of stability, | wondered if - in a very simple way - this was it. I shyly accepted her offer
and we became soulmates. A year later, [ completed my “O-Levels” and waited for her to complete her GCE. Through the
support of friends and family, we were soon married, and have known many blessings: namely, Joy, Tsitsi, Eugine, Billy,
Royce, Jada and finally our last-born twins Christian and Candice.

... and a little more about your spiritual interest?

Formerly, I was with the Baptist Church in Zimbabwe, but something was missing in my spiritual life due to the diluted
manner in which the Word was preached. I was always searching for truth in God's Word. God is faithful, and He brought
me a preacher from Kadoma, a town 40 km from Chegutu. This preacher, called Paul Maremero, was preaching under
the theme, 'Search for Truth'. He's the one who introduced me - by his uncompromising preaching without partiality -
to the satisfying teachings of the Churches of God. On the 3rd June, 2018,1 was among those constituted to become the
Church of God at Chegutu. It's now a joy to see our church growing.
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Mission

Arnold Elson, Nottingham, England
Beginning

The Italian radio pioneer Guglielmo Marconi succeeded in transmitting a radio signal across the English Channel in
1899, and from England to (what is now) Canada in 1901. He continued his endeavours, established his wireless
company, and was awarded the Nobel Prize in Physics in 1909. Subsequently. Charles Stoner, from the Churches of God,
as someone who had clear diction, was selected by Marconi (for whom he worked as an engineer) to send the first
spoken message by radio across the Atlantic. He read Jn 3:16 and it was well received. This might be regarded as the
first Search for Truth (SFT) gospel radio message!

History

Few people had radio receivers in their homes in those early days, but by the 1920s simple 'wireless' ones were coming
into use. Around that time Horace Elson, a contemporary of Charles Stoner, was manufacturing wireless components at
a workshop in Birmingham. Although he did not have a radio at home for many years, he followed their development;
by the 1960s he and his wife were regular listeners to evangelical radio broadcasts and by the 1980s to SFT from Monte
Carlo. This was to influence my own interest in SFT.

Christian broadcasts emerged in the late 1940s in America. In 1954 Paul Freed, founder of Trans World Radio (TWR),
began broadcasting the gospel into Europe, with a vision of world-wide coverage by 2000. The Churches of God in
Canada began producing SFT gospel and Bible teaching programmes prepared by Bob Armstrong and Ed Neely during
the 1970s; they were broadcast on local radio stations and TWR in Guam.

In 1978 a group of appropriately qualified men in Churches of God met in London to consider radio broadcasting into
Europe and possibly beyond (see a personal reflection below, by David Shore, on this historical development). Our first
European SFT gospel broadcast was aired by TWR from Monte Carlo on 31st October 1979. The signal was only
moderate, but responses indicated that it was heard by listeners all over Europe; one such was Magda Lemmens who
heard the SFT broadcast, contacted us and was later baptized and joined others to form a new Church of God in Antwerp.

SFT radio outreach gradually expanded to global coverage by airings reaching all continents from fifteen transmitters
worldwide. SFT gospel and Bible teaching broadcasts continue on several of these stations especially those that are
affordable and yield good responses. It is known that people in many places hear them; some have received salvation,
disciples have been made and churches of God planted in countries worldwide. Thus SFT broadcasts enable churches
of God to keep more fully the Lord's command “make disciples of all nations " (Matt.28:19).

Recollection:

I recall at the age of 11 using my 6 pence-a-week pocket money to make my first medium wave crystal radio set. In a
Practical Wireless magazine I noticed a short wave valve radio with only 10 turns on the tuning coil instead of the 80 turns
on my crystal set. I connected up a 10-turn coil and I was stunned to be hearing the 'Voice of America’ from Tangiers in
Morocco!

I loved studying electronics. Listening on my Yaysu FRG7 radio receiver to many international Christian broadcast radio
stations became a hobby; stations such as Trans World Radio (TWR). Jack Gault, an overseer in the church and head
postmaster of Worthing at the time, became aware of this and asked: how could the UK fellowship of churches of God reach
out using Christian Radio? I was able to make him aware of TWR.

I was invited to a meeting arranged to set up a radio committee. This was held in a room in Spurgeon's Tabernacle,
Elephant & Castle, London. My assignment was to visit TWR's UK office (at 175, Tower Bridge Road) to see the equipment
they were using to make programs. On my return, I providentially found suitable Revox tape recorders in my local
secondhand shop! Fellowship radio in the UK was born, and our first program was aired over TWR Monte Carlo in late
1979. Our programmes are broadcast worldwide; but also locally, as a result of airing on Hope FM, the local Christian
community station in Bournemouth, we have recently been pleased to welcome believers to observe the Breaking of the
Bread.

David Shore, Bournemouth. England
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From the Editors' desk

It is always good to see each issue of NT come together into the finished magazine, for winch our thanks go to those who
work in the background to do this for us. the readers.

As we come to the last of some great topics this year, the opening and the first of the main topic articles both refer to
the Lord's words: "Whose likeness and inscription is this? '1 In the first, the writer deals with our priorities in life; while
in the 'Firstborn' article, the author invites us to reflect on the image of God's Son, who is the firstborn among many
brothers.2 Worthy considerations!

What is the high point of your week? A read of the 'Zion in heaven" article directs us to "elevate our thoughts above the
ordinary and ensure our priorities are right'.

In 'They're out to get us' we are made aware of the great enemy of our faith, the Devil, and some of his tactics. Peter, one
who along with others, had been with Jesus? is the apostle who features in the 'Personal Trans formation' article. He is
the one who refers to the Devil as your adversary [who] prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.*
Then there is a meditation on the song of Mary, the mother of the Lord whom we love and serve. "This is the wondrous
story, born of a Hebrew maid'> and worthy of reflection again and again.

We love because he first loved us,6 and the love of God is a topic that also calls for some response from our hearts and
lives.

These all, together with the regular topical and news items, give us much to read, reflect and act upon, and in all these
surely we are directed again to the one who has rightly been described as 'the incomparable Christ'.

Robernt

References: (1) Mk.12:16 (2) Rom.8:29 (3) Acts 4:13 (4) 1 Pet.5:8 (5) C M Luxmoore, PHSS 6 (6) 1 Jn 4:19
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Faith in our purse
David Pattison, Leigh, England

Units of currency play a significant role in the Bible. Jesus makes powerful use of them in the parables, e.g. Matthew
20:1-16 and 25:14-30. He was, of course, betrayed for thirty pieces of silver.

Many of us carry so little hard cash around with us these days, and what we have tends to slip through our fingers so
quickly, that we forget that our coinage, perhaps more than any feature of our everyday life, contains open references
to our Christian faith - and has done for centuries.

Coins also reveal more subtle things about the societies they come from. Consider the modern British pound coin: the
obverse (‘heads') side contains, as well as the Queen's picture, the Latin abbreviations DG (Dei Gratia, by the Grace of
God) and FD (Fidei Defensor, Defender of the Faith) and show the relationship between Church and State that has been
a fixture of the British nation and currency for centuries.

If we go back in time, we will see that there is nothing new about coins carrying Christian imagery and inscription.
However, given the persecutions by the authorities of the early Christians, it is not surprising that Roman coins do not
yield much in the way of illustration.

Coins of the Byzantine Empire, founded by Constantine, are a more productive source illustrating Christianity as a
'religion of state', although only intermittently. The English gold noble of 1344 carries the motto IHC Transiens per
Medivm Illorvm (But Jesus passing through their midst went His way?), and is an early example of how domestic
currency came to incorporate scripture.

In Great Britain, piecemeal historical events were to have an impact. Henry VIII (1509-1547) established the Church of
England, making himself the Fidei Defensor, as a means of getting a divorce from Catherine of Aragon; the following
century, the restoration of the monarchy in 1660 brought with it new coins with smoother milled edges; and, a hundred
years later still, we saw more sophisticated and aesthetically pleasing portraiture and lettering on coins and medals, as
the age of industry dawned under George III (1760-1820). These things together all helped to bring about the money
system taken for granted today in the UK.

Christian inscriptions were an integral part of its coinage, so much so that when the 1849 florin - the ancestor of the 10
pence piece and an early move towards decimalisation, which was not fully realised until 1971 - omitted DG from the
legend, Queen Victoria was not too happy about her supposed fall from grace, and subsequent issues of the coin restored
the abbreviation. The 'Godless Florin', though not particularly rare - the mintage and circulation were too high for that
- is nonetheless an item that coin collectors are keen to acquire for its uniqueness.

But what of the inscription on the coin shown to our Lord?2

And [the Pharisees] sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, "Teacher, we know that you are true and
teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care about anyone's opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances. Tell
us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not? " But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, "Why put me to
the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin for the tax. " And they brought him a denarius. And Jesus said to them, "Whose
likeness and inscription is this? " They said, "Caesar’s. " Then he said to them, "Therefore render to Caesar the things that
are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's. " When they heard it, they marveled.

The Roman denarius at this date signalled faith, but not of the Christian variety. It had on the obverse side the head of
Tiberius, crowned with laurel leaves, and bore the legend, 'TI CAESAR DIVI AVG F AVGVSTVS'. The abbreviated Latin
inscription reads: 'Augustus Tiberius, son of the Divine Augustus'. This denarius' inscription would seem to imply real
irony in the Lord's words distinguishing between Caesar and God.

The Herodians were Jewish political supporters of the ruling house of Herod the Great and in full subjection to the
Roman emperor. Given the Pharisees' perspective on the separation of Jewish life from the influence of foreign culture,
it is likely that these two groups were on opposite sides of the coin, so to speak. Though opposed to each other, they
joined against Christ.

If Jesus had answered "Yes," to the Pharisees' question, He could be have been called a collaborator with the Roman
occupiers; if He answered "No," He could have been charged with treason, or with inciting insurrection before the
Roman authorities.

Does the distinction the Lord made between the things that are Caesar's and the things that are God's imply a division
of a believer's life into the secular and the sacred? More likely, it implies a priority. We obey governmental requirements
not in conflict with our first responsibility to God.3 The exchange above showed Christ to be the wonder of friends and
enemies alike. The latter admire His wisdom, but will not be guided by it - will we?

References: (1) see Lk.4:30 (2) Matt.22:16-22 ESV (3) Rom.13:1-7; contrast Acts 4:19; 5:29
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Firstborn

James Needham, Birmingham, England

We live in a world that is increasingly obsessed by image. The clothes we wear, the cars we drive, the activities we
pursue, all combine to create an image of ourselves we project into the world to influence the way others perceive us.
As Christians, we are not immune - often, we buy into the world's ideas of image and allow it to shape our behaviour to
meet the image which, no matter how subconsciously, we wish others to see.

God has something to say about image, too - the image He wants us, as believers, to project into the world. But it is not
an image intended to glorify us, but instead to direct the gaze of others beyond us and upward to the Lord Jesus Christ,
in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.!

Christ, the image of God

Opening his letter with an exposition of the supremacy of Christ, the writer to the Hebrews calls Him the radiance of the
glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature.? Older versions refer to the very image of his substance (RV). In all the
New Testament, this word translated imprint or image is only found here. It carries the thought of an engraving or
stamp; the means by which the precise features of an image are made to correspond perfectly with the cast that
produced them.

In this, the Lord Jesus is unique, for He alone among men bears the precise imprint of the character of God; and not only
His character, for the writer calls Him the exact impress of God's substance (RV), His nature (ESV), since there is no
attribute that is found in the nature of God which is not also found, in perfect correlation, in His Son. For that reason He
stands unique as transcendent over all.

In 2 Cor.4:4, Paul also describes the Lord Jesus as the image of God3 but here the use of a different word in the original
language conveys a different thought. Here the thought is of representation, as with a portrait, pointing the viewer
beyond the image to the true subject itself. So when Paul wrote about the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image
of God3 what occupied his mind was not that the Lord is by nature deity, though that is true, but that He is the physical
manifestation of God, pointing others beyond Himself to see what God is like: "Whoever has seen me has seen the Father"
It is in this sense, too, that He is the image of the invisible God,® the one in whom we are able to see the nature and
character of God who would otherwise be so far beyond our mortal sight.

Image-bearers of Christ

Our key text for this article sits within the golden chain of grace which Paul presents in Romans 8. Scanning the eternal
purposes of God towards those released from condemnation through Christ, he views God's eternal foreknowledge
crystallised in the predestination of the elect.6 Men have tried in vain to compress these eternal purposes into the tiny
confines of their minds, but we do well to emphasise the purpose for which we were eternally known and predestined:
that we might be conformed to the image of Christ.

This idea of image-bearing is seen again in 2 Corinthians 3, where Paul compares the glory of the old covenant with the
glory of the new. Although it came as a ministry of death,” the old covenant had its glory, seen in Moses' face which shone
as he emerged from the presence of God.8 Yet its glory was passing away, just as the shining of Moses' face gradually
faded, concealed beneath a veil to hide the outcome of what was being brought to an end.? How different is the new
covenant, the ministry of righteousness!1? Its glory is not diminishing, but progressive as we all, with unveiled face,
beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another.11

Transformed and conformed to His image! Transformation describes the effect on us - being changed so fundamentally
beyond our 'earthy’ nature to adopt a new form entirely different from what we have left behind; and conformation
describes the outcome of the change, for the transformation we experience by the Spirit is to take on the likeness of
Christ, being conformed to no other image but His.

This is the image which God requires Christians to project into the world. It is not an image that points others to our
strengths, our achievements or our affluence. It is an image that points beyond us entirely, by which the world is caused
to see the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.12 It is for this purpose that we have been
predestined to be conformed to the image of Christ, that the world might behold in us, as we are being transformed
from glory to glory, the image of Him who is the image of God.

Firstborn amongst many brothers

In this transformation of believers to conform to the likeness of Christ, the Lord Himself retains His supremacy. The
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articles in this series have highlighted how God's perspective of the firstborn is not constrained by our thought of the
one born first in time. To God, the firstborn bears the authority and dignity conferred by that title. And amongst those
whose image is conformed to the image of Christ, He retains the pre-eminence and dignity of the one who is called the
firstborn of God.13

And yet, those who bear His likeness receive dignity in being called His brothers. But in what sense are they His
brothers? Again, it is the writer to the Hebrews who helps us, writing in chapter 2 of the author of salvation who was
made perfect through suffering. He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one source,* and it is for that
reason He is not ashamed to call them brothers. It is the Lord Himself who sanctifies, and we who are sanctified by Him,
for He has become to us ... sanctification.’> The meaning of the Greek is literally that He and we are all out of one; that is,
having the same origin: God the Father. By virtue of the sanctifying work of Calvary, we who have put saving faith in
Christ have been born of God, being brought into relationship with the Father through the Son, by which we have been
made His brothers in order that we might be conformed to the image of Him who is pre-eminent over all.

Heb.2 goes further still. Drawing from Ps.22, one of the great psalms of the cross, and seeing the collective purpose for
those now called His brothers, the writer pictures the great victor of Calvary standing in the midst of the congregation
of the redeemed, declaring to them the name of His Father and leading them in responsive song!1®¢ What a picture of
those who have known the power of the cross being united with Him in joyous congregation, and led by Him in praise
to a shared Father as He still points His own to the one whose image He bears!

A lesson from a coin

So we are called to bear His image. But bearing an image carries responsibility. "Whose likeness and inscription is this?"17
the Lord asked, holding up a denarius before the crowd. When they answered that it belonged to Tiberius Caesar, they
were told to give to him what belonged to him. The image and inscription were indicative of ownership, for the one
whose image we bear is an indication of the one to whom we belong. For so long as we insist on projecting an image of
ourselves, we'll only give the world at large a sad reflection of itself. God has a far higher calling for us - to reflect instead
the image of His Son, to represent His character so that people around may look at us and see Him who is pre-eminent
and dignified as the firstborn of many brothers.
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High points

Graham Schleyer, Liverpool. England

In this brief article we will consider the immense privilege of God's people to worship collectively at the breaking of
bread service, the preparation or readiness required and finally the presentation at the gathering itself.

Privilege

As the title indicates, this has to be the highpoint of spiritual service directed to God in spirit and truth. ! The unique
privilege of ascending into God's presence ought to fill us with joy and anticipation.z Paul contrasts the fear and
trembling that was associated with Moses ascending a physical mountain to meet with God, with the blessedness and
wonder of God's people ascending into heaven surrounded by myriads of angels.? We need to grasp this compelling
truth to experience the reality of what we are commanded to do in remembering the Lord Jesus on the first day of the
week: bring, come and worship.# In holy priesthood service we come to offer up spiritual sacrifices to God through our
Lord Jesus Christ. 5 The prospect of this ‘out-of-this-world’ experience will elevate our thoughts above the ordinary and
ensure our priorities are right.

Preparation

Our worship is motivated by love towards God and His unlimited grace towards us. Consequently, God's love in our heart
moves us to bring an offering of thanksgiving that is prepared prior to the gathering. That doesn't rule out spontaneity
as moved by the Spirit, but the norm is to come prepared, exercised to present our offering to God (silently or spoken)
out of appreciation for the Lord Jesus Christ. This will cost us something in terms of our time and effort, King David
would not accept what was to be offered to the Lord without it costing him something.¢ Again David delighted to give to
God from his own personal treasure over and above all that he had already provided for the temple offerings.” Week by
week Maty saved up from her earnings an amount that grew to become the purchase price of that costly perfume poured
over the feet of her beloved Lord Jesus given out of appreciation for her Saviour's love for her,® This also suggests the
putting aside of an amount from our income to give to the Lord as we are blessed and as our heart moves us to give. An
important aspect of our preparation, too. is examination of our personal holiness and putting right any matter that
would obstruct or distract from our participation.®

Presentation

We are entering heaven and coming before the King of kings and Lord of lords. How should that make us feel about our
readiness and presentation? Thankfully, because our Lord Jesus is there already, in His office of great high priest,"1? our
acceptability is not in question. In coming through Him, we are covered by His blood.1! Moses spoke to Israel regarding
the males of Israel that “they shall not appear before the LORD empty-handed."? The following verse states that "every
man shall give as he is able.”13 What is in our hand on a Lord's Day morning and how should we present it to our great
God? It's important to realise that God accepts the worship of His people, however feeble, through the Lord Jesus.1* Our
words might not come out as we intend some of the time. How thankful we should be. then, that the Lord Jesus makes
up fully for our inadequacies of expression and endeavour. Malachi spoke of the carelessness of the priests in allowing
blemished animals to be offered, communicating the Lord's pointed response “Should I receive that from your hand? "15
Our aim should be to present our appreciation of the Lord Jesus from the scriptures to the best of our ability; Christ-
centred and scripture-based. That gives us a wide canvas from Genesis to Revelation. Our worship will converge on the
lofty themes of our Lord's appearings in humiliation as Son of Man.16 in resurrection as Son of God.7 in the presence of
God for us as High Priest!8 and in splendour and glory as our returning Lord.1?

The highpoint of our week is the highpoint of our spiritual service which takes us as a worshipping people into heaven
before God in spirit and truth. Can you imagine a better prospect and aspiration than that?

References: (1) Jn 4:23 (2) Heb.10:19; 9:24 (3) Heb.12:18-24 (4) Ps.96:8-9 (5) 1 Pet.2:5 (6) 1 Chron.21:24 (7) 1
Chron.29:3 (8) Jn 12:3 (9) 1 Cor.11:28 (10) Heb.4:14 (11) Heb.12:24 (12) Deut.16:16 (13) Deut.16:17 (14) 1 Pet.2:5
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They're out to get us!

Sean Johnston, Belfast, N.Ireland

This is the final article of the trilogy, 'They're out to get us', looking at the enemies of the faith: the world, the flesh and
the Devil. It is no coincidence that there are three perceived enemies of our soul as these sources of temptation are
viewed as being in opposition to the trinity. We could possibly think of a link to them in the parable of the sower where
the 'unproductive soil' reflects this triad in the path (Satan takes away), rocky places (the flesh complicit as the believer
falls away) and the thorns (worries of the world). They are present in the letter to the Eph.2:1-3 ('course of this world’;
'prince of the power of the air'; 'the lusts of the flesh'). We have been forewarned so therefore we ought to be forearmed.
For He who is for us is not against us, as a three-fold cord is not quickly broken.!

We are all too aware of the spiritual battle that is happening all around us, and has an impact within us, as we fight the
goaod fight.2 Every morning we are encouraged to acquaint ourselves with the Lord's new mercies and feel the power of
His abounding strength as we embark on our day. However, how many of us have the battle plan set out before us on a
daily basis?3 For sure, one thing that is guaranteed is that the Devil is on the prowl looking for any sign of weakness so
that he may pounce.* He does not tempt us with the first thing that comes to his mind but rather, seeks to look for the
weakness in our mind. He unleashes a catalogue of temptations designed specifically for us to be ensnared. Satan is not
the ugly, distasteful, cloven-footed creature that he is often depicted as. He is a subtle, conniving creature with attractive,
persuasive powers. Ezek.28 tells us that he was created by God and endowed with glories and honours excelling those
given to any other creature. Verses 12 to 19 give us the most graphic and illuminating portrayal of Satan in the whole
bible. Therefore, we need to be alert to his advances and prepare ourselves to repel him at all times: a daily resistance;5
a daily refusal to give him an opportunity;® and a daily stance against his schemes.”

'God is the great general in this warfare. He can see behind enemy lines and knows exactly the strategies that will be
used against us'.8 He has recorded them for our benefit so that we will not be outwitted.? Satan may appear mighty;
however the Lord is Almighty as He sets the parameters.

We must become in experience what we are in Christ. This is our duty. Let not sin reign. Be active, eradicate it, kill it.
God promises us that sin will have no dominion over us,1° but it's not the born-again believer's salvation that Satan has
in his sights; rather, it's our service to God. It's interesting to note that those on a battlefield are referred to as
servicemen. Let the battle be based on this fact: that the victory has already been won. As the hymn writer says,

'Fierce may be the conflict, strong may be the foe,
But the King's own army none can overthrow.'1

So as we cluster around His 'standard’, being drawn in by the captain of our faith, we should not be ignorant of Satan's
devices. Instead, we should be alert, keeping him firmly in our sights.

The subtlety of Satan is seen in the garden of Eden where the father of all lies speaks untruths to Eve, generating
deception. He has nothing to do with the truth.12 The seed of doubt is sown, and not being dealt with, grows into a weed
that chokes the word of God. This in turn, remaining unchecked, becomes a deed; a behaviour not honouring to God.
This develops into a need, an addiction which crystallises into greed - the pursuit of sin at all costs. This is how Satan
operates as sin first fascinates and then assassinates. Sin can be defined as any feeling or thought that comes from a
heart that does not treasure God over all other things.

Be ... alert and of sober mind ... standing firm in the faith.13
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Personal transformation

Stephen McCabe, Belfast, N.Ireland

As this series has progressed, we have seen that personal spiritual transformation is a 'whole person' experience that
must involve the conscious, purposive, bringing of both mind (NT 2019-01) and body (NT 2019-02) under the
leadership of the Lord Jesus Christ - He is our teacher, and we are His students.

We have also seen that real transformation to Christlikeness is possible (too often, I fear, we undermine our spiritual
growth by believing it is not), looking at the dramatic example of Paul (NT 2019-03). I'm sure that we can each think of
other disciples that we know today who also testily to the reality of spiritual transformation by their daily living -
authentically showing the death of self, so that the life of Christ may be manifest. [ urge you to speak to them about their
experience.

This article will seek to present another encouragement for us that spiritual transformation is possible -in fact, more
than just possible. It will happen, if we intentionally train both mind and body as disciples (read 'apprentices') of our
living teacher, Jesus Christ, under the direction of His Spirit. Peter provides such an encouragement. He wasn't erudite,
as Paul was. He began his journey with Jesus just like you and me -uneducated and untrained in spiritual things, at times
driven by his emotions, which included anger, jealousy and pride. But we can look at specific instances in Peter's life to
see how his sitting under the teaching of the Lord Jesus had impacted on his behaviour and character, and show that,
through the course of Peter's life (through data gleaned from the gospels, the Acts of the Apostles, and his own letters),
a transformation toward Christlikeness was taking place. We may ask, 'what made the difference for Peter?' The answer
is simple, but not easy. Jesus chose His disciples to be with Him!- and after three years of living and learning from the
Teacher, this was recognisable to others.2 He spent years as a student earnestly learning from Jesus, his teacher. In
this way he became trained - the same will be true for us. The Lord said, "everyone, after he has been fully trained,
will be like his teacher"3 This is a simple answer to the question 'what makes the difference?’, but it requires sustained
commitment and dedication - discipline.

Peter protesting

We often characterise Peter as impulsive and outspoken - it is perhaps an oversimplification of his character, but we
have plenty of examples! A positive aspect of this is seen in his response to the Lord's question, "... who do you say that
I am?"* where Peter confidently asserted, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."S

This is quickly followed by a negative example of the same character trait in the subsequent verses. When the Lord Jesus
began to speak of His suffering and death at the hands of the Jewish leaders,® Peter again jumps in, this time in protest
- "This shall never happen to you! "7

Peter had just declared the Lord Jesus to be God's Messiah - His Son. Yet now we find Him directly contradicting the
Lord's words - so much so that the Lord responds to Peter by saying, "Get behind Me, Satan! "8 What is going on inside
Peter?

We see a similar thing happen on the night of the Lord's betrayal. After hearing of the striking of the shepherd and the
scattering of the sheep,® Peter declares, "Even though all may fall away because of You, I will never fall away.” 10

However, we know that, as the Lord said, Peter would contradict his own words by denying that he knew the Lord Jesus
three times.!1

Perhaps we see in Peter times of mental assent to the person and position of Christ on these occasions, but the Lord
incisively diagnoses Peter's problem - "you are not setting your mind on God's interests, but man's. "2 What a lesson for
Peter (and us) to learn! Peter's mind was not filled and focused on God's interests - instead, he was blurting out what
he desired to be true. Furthermore, we might say that sin was still dwelling in Peter's members (see, for example,
Rom.7:23) - his tongue betrays this. There is conflict in Peter's early disciple life - he desires to live for the Lord, but we
have seen in our series that will power is often not enough. Mind and body must intentionally and habitually be
brought under His leadership. Peter's training is not complete!

Peter at Pentecost

Prior to Pentecost, we perhaps see a lack of direction seeping into Peter's life - "I am going fishing".13 He knew the Lord
Jesus had risen, but what were the implications of this for his life now? The Lord Jesus graciously taught him that his
life would be full of purpose - "Tend My lambs... Shepherd My sheep... Tend My sheep "1* - teaching that began to shape
Peter's thinking and future direction.’> With the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost,!¢ and having been in a position of
disciplined learning under the Lord Jesus for over three years, Peter is fully equipped for transformation to
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Christlikeness. At Pentecost, we see an uneducated fisherman stand boldly and expound the Word of God to the gathered
crowd, demonstrating that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of David,17 and explaining what was happening in Jerusalem
that day through the words of the prophet Joel.18 No longer a public denial of the Lord Jesus, or a proclamation of what
Peter desired to be true - but a public identification with the crucified and risen Lord and Christ, and a submission to
God's Word. At Pentecost, Peter preached what God had shown to be true through the resurrection of Jesus. At Pentecost,
Peter's mind was set on God's interests, and his tongue was yielded to His service as an instrument of righteousness.1?

Peter and Paul

It is instructive to look at Peter's interaction with Paul in the New Testament - we learn something about Peter's
maturing character. In Galatians 2, Paul describes the arrival of Jewish men from Jerusalem to the church in Antioch,
where he and Peter had been mixing and eating with Gentile believers. When the men from Jerusalem arrived, Paul tells
us that Peter began to withdraw and hold himself aloof from the Gentiles, fearing the party of the circumcision?? with
their message that salvation depended on circumcision as per the custom of Moses.2! Paul calls Peter out publicly about
this (I opposed him to his face??), essentially pointing out that 'the party of the circumcision' were denying by their
actions the truth that, on the basis of the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, all who believe are accepted
equally - both Jew and Gentile are new creatures, entering into God's new life through the Lord Jesus.

This was surely another learning and character-shaping experience for Peter. While we don't read directly of his
response in the Galatians account, we know that he didn't stubbornly dig his heels in over this. He was teachable. He
knew when to concede. In fact, in the subsequent Acts 15 discussion of the relationship between Jew and Gentile, it is
Peter (not Paul) who stands up to say, "... we believe that we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in the same
way as they also are"?3 There is no sense of bitterness or wounded ego about this clash with Paul later in the New
Testament - in fact, in later life he wrote in his second letter referring to the wise teaching of our beloved brother Paul?*
- Peter had grown, transformed, into a gracious man. He had learned to be so in discipleship (disciplined apprenticeship)
to the Lord Jesus, and under the direction of the indwelling Spirit.

Pebble to pillar

His name means 'stone’ or '‘pebble’ (Gk Petros), but Peter became a pillar by reputation in the New Testament churches
of God.25 Reliable, sound, measured, perhaps in contrast to his early character traits, refined in the crucible of service
for, and with, the Lord - and ready to have his hands stretched out like his master, and be taken by others where he did
not wish to go.2¢ Do you want to become a pillar among the churches?

Personal spiritual transformation to Christlikeness is not instantaneous -the life of Peter demonstrates that it is the
result of consistent and earnest training under our Teacher, mind and body brought under obedience, with the direction
of His indwelling Spirit.
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Can you help me with this?

Peter Hickling, Cromer, England

The institution of the Remembrance is recorded in the synoptic Gospels, when the disciples were told to "Do this in
remembrance of me."! Many churches have elaborated this simple initiation, calling it a sacrament, reception of which
imparts divine grace. Is this justified? The reasoning behind this is that the Lord Jesus said "I am the living bread that
came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the
world is my flesh."? This is combined with The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ?
The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ?? and, Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you,
unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks
my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day."*

These words caused difficulty at the time when they were spoken. Scripture records that After this many of his disciples
turned back and no longer walked with him.> The problem lay in too literal an understanding of what was said. The
disciples would clearly have understood what was meant when the Lord Jesus took a loaf of bread and said "This is my
body, "because He was there with them in a body, so there was no confusion. It was like my producing a photograph and
saying "This is my wife"; nobody would think that | was married to a photograph!

The literal interpretation of the Lord's words has caused difficulties and misunderstandings for centuries. A literal
interpretation of the Lord's words is always the right starting point, but we know He often spoke metaphorically.¢ He
told His disciples to take the loaf and cup in remembrance of Him, but it does not follow from this that anyone who does
this has eternal life. It can be stated as a general rule that a physical action cannot by itself produce a spiritual result; a
parallel instance is that Christians should be baptised, in obedience to the command of Scripture,” but baptising
someone in water does not make him a Christian.

The leaders of the Reformation, of course, had inherited all the doctrines of the Roman Catholic church, and sought to
challenge and re-establish them on the basis of Scripture. A principal item of this was the doctrine of transubstantiation;
that the substance of the bread and wine were changed into the body and blood of Christ at consecration, only the
appearances of bread and wine still remaining. A meeting was convened at Marburg in Germany by Philip [ of Hessen
in 1529 at which he hoped to secure agreement between the leading theologians of the day, but although agreement
was reached on fourteen points the principal protagonists, Luther and Zwingli, could not agree on the fifteenth. Both
Luther and Zwingli agreed that the bread in the Supper was a sign. For Luther, however, that which the bread signified,
namely the body of Christ, was present 'in, with, and under' the sign itself. For Zwingli, though, sign and thing signified
were separated by a distance - the width between heaven and earth. Luther believed that the human body of Christ was
ubiquitous (found everywhere), and hence present in the bread, whereas Zwingli said that God the Son was ubiquitous,
while His human body could only be in one place, at the right hand of the Father. The main issue for Zwingli, however,
was that Luther put "the chief point of salvation in physically eating the body of Christ," for he connected it with the
forgiveness of sins. Zwingli correctly pointed out that salvation is by Christ alone, through faith alone and not by faith
and bread.

We return to the arguments of the first few paragraphs. Participation in the commanded ordinances is for those who
have put their faith in Christ, and want to obey His commandments. Christians today have their differences, but we need
to bear in mind what Oliver Cromwell said, "I beseech you, in the bowels of Christ, think it possible that you may be
mistaken." It is therefore always good to reaffirm Biblical truths from renewed study.
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Songs

Peter & Felicity Doel, Crowborough, England

Mary arose and went with haste ... entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth, writes Luke in chapter 1 (Lk.1:39-
40). Then, when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb (v.41). And then, Elizabeth was filled
with the Holy Spirit, and she exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you ... the mother of my Lord... "(v.41-43).

An arrival, a greeting, a recognition, a leap, a Spirit-filling, an exclamation, and a blessing. Then Mary burst into God-
centred Spirit-filled praise. In the companionship of the two women united, as never before in their experience, by the
thrill and apprehension of unexpected motherhood, there is God Himself. God, mighty, great, and strong; God identifying
with the homely, humble and hungry. God, merciful and gracious and surprising in His deeds. "My soul magnifies the
Lord, " cries Mary, "and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, "(v.46-47) This is joy beyond the natural, and excitement
beyond the normal.

What sort of person was Mary? She was probably in her late teens, living with her family in the village of Nazareth when
Gabriel came to her. Being a girl, she was unlikely to have received much education. However, she must have had a sound
grasp of the prophecies about the Messiah. At a time of foreign occupation, the Jews must have been longing for their
Messiah as never before.

Mary came from a humble background (v.48), yet she accepted without question that she was to be the mother of the
Messiah. Did people generally assume, like the Magi, that He would come from a palace?! Not Mary! She recognised
throughout her song that God was turning the accepted order upside down. She, the humble girl from Nazareth who
needed a saviour just as much as anyone else (v.47), asserted that "he who is mighty has done great things for me " (v.
49) and "all generations will call me blessed” (v.48). She knew that "his mercy is for those who fear him " (v. 50) and that
"he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. " (v. 51). Rejoicing that "he has brought down the mighty from
their thrones and exalted those of humble estate: He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away
empty" (v. 52-53), she showed complete assurance in her faith and personal knowledge of her God, not a second-hand
derivative religion.

When Gabriel came, Mary was troubled, afraid and questioning. Hardly surprising! Later there would come more
questions and much to ponder.2 But her song reveals certainty about her God and delight in what He has done that seem
to be her life's true centre. Never recorded after the angelic visit as being on her own, her faith was lived out, as a
mother's faith so often is, with demands and expectations of and from others. In the last scriptural record of her, Mary
was steadfast in prayer with the disciples, her family included.3 She surely was an example to them for earlier, we are
told, they did not believe on Him.*

Young though she was when she poured out her song, Mary was familiar with her God and could see beyond the religion
of such as Job's friends, who thought that blessings of prosperity and a large family were the only indicators of true faith.
She never would have riches by earthly standards, as exemplified by the offering of poverty that she brought.> She and
her family became political refugees and had to escape to Egypt for a time. She did not have an easy life by our standards.
Mary was able to trust in God's grace and mercy to carry her through her present situation as an unmarried mother and
on into the future. By the time she stood at the foot of the cross, Mary must have faced many challenges, the greatest of
which was seeing her son die. Simeon had told her "a sword will pierce through your own soul".6 Yet she relied on her
knowledge of her God and was able to accept His plan.” And what a plan it was!
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The love of God

Jo Johnson, Buckhaven, Scotland
... this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.!
In these few words, John describes the origin and depth of the highest possible kind of love: the love of God.

The love of God emanates from the triune God.2 Such undeserved, amazing grace was made known when the Father
sent the Son into the world to be our saviour, and whose continuing love for His children is demonstrated by the
communion of the Holy Spirit.2 This 'communion’ means far more than simply His 'being present’ with us. Communion
with God is an ongoing, ever deepening friendship in which He shares His thoughts with us and we with Him.

In our English Bible, the word 'love' makes no distinction between the various Greek words for love: phileo (brotherly
love), philanthropia (normal human kindness) and agape/agapao (love which chooses to love, regardless of whether
love is given in return.)® The last can be the sort of love Paul describes in Romans: perhaps for a good person one would
dare even to die.* However, the love of God far exceeds the greatest acts of human love: while we were still sinners, Christ
died for us.> Such is the love of God in all its majestic, infinite glory.

The world offers a counterfeit version, summed up in the glib, unthinking mantra 'Love is Love'. This is trotted out to
justify any kind of relationship, no matter how degenerate. By contrast, the love of God never sweeps sin under the
carpet: the LORD reproves him whom he loves.6 He calls out sin for what it is: rebellion against a righteous, holy creator.
Pride and self-choosing are the enemies of true love.

The love of God as presented in His Word, is a love that 'goes beyond the highest star, and reaches to the lowest hell. 7
The God of love:

e Created both the lake of fire and the new Jerusalem.8

e Destroyed the Egyptians in the Red Sea and saved Israel.?

e Sent His beloved Son to die so that we would not perish, but have eternal life.10

The love of God will never allow rebellious, unforgiven sinners to spoil the new creation He has planned and is preparing
for the eternal well-being and blessing of those who love Him. God is the righteous judge. He knows how

to keep the unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment!! and the false charge that God is unfair or lacking
in love cannot be sustained.

'"The love of God is righteous love

Inscribed upon Golgotha's tree,

Love that exacts the sinner's debt;

Yet, in exacting, sets him free.'!2

God is love.l? The essential nature of God is sublime, majestic, righteous, holy love. He is the originator of that dynamic
agape love which propels men and women to accomplish the most noble of deeds, for love is from God.’* As created
beings, we reflect God's character in greater or lesser degree. As new creatures in Christ Jesus, saved persons can learn
to go beyond the limits of flawed human nature, and love others in the way that God loves us. Such love was
demonstrated by the Lord Jesus. Even as cruel nails tore His flesh, He said: "Father, forgive them... "5

We love because he first loved us.1¢

God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.1” If the love of God has been
so gloriously imparted to us then it can flow through us to others. Such love is uniquely characteristic of Christ's
followers: "By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another. " 18

In his first letter to the churches of God, John wrote: If someone says, "I love God, " but hates a Christian brother or sister,
that person is a liar; for if we don't love people we can see, how can we love God, whom we cannot see?!? These words were
written to redeemed persons and show that it's possible for believers to revert to a carnal, fleshly way of relating to
others, instead of walking by the Spirit.

By contrast, an unregenerate person is dead in ... trespasses and sins.2? The difference between a believer on Jesus and
someone who is spiritually dead is the difference between a dead plant and a living one. When the sun shines on a dead
plant, it only hastens its decay. The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him,
and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.?1 Only God can waken the dead.22

My father once told me about a shepherd-hearted overseer in his local church who, meekly and without retaliation, bore
the brunt of another Christian brother's indignation about some perceived injustice. Dad later asked him why he had
not replied to the verbal onslaught. That Christlike man replied: "He's a brother for whom Christ died.” This is the kind
of spiritually mature love God is looking for in us. The kind of love that deliberately chooses to love in the face of
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provocation, when our natural instinct is to hit back. But it's also the kind of love which 'speaks the truth in love'.23 It
doesn't seek popularity. We need heavenly grace and wisdom to know 'when to speak ... and when forbear.'24

God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.?> The word 'abide’ means to dwell. If the love
of God is the air that we breathe as followers of Christ, we will 'live' in God and God will 'live' in us. This is what the Lord
Jesus meant when He said "abide in me and I in you ",26

"As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my
love..."27

Dwelling in the love of God and obedience to His commands are inseparably linked: "If anyone loves me, he will keep my
word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. "28

We cannot claim to be living in the love of God unless we obey His Word and we will only obey it if we are motivated by
the love of God. Love without obedience is self-indulgence; obedience without love is self-righteousness. A spirit of
loving obedience requires the removal of self: I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who
lives in me.??

Jude exhorts: keep yourselves in the love of God.3 We must actively maintain this position. When I sit in the garden on a
summer evening, the house casts a shadow. If [ want to stay in the sunshine, [ have to move out of the shadow. When the
challenges of living and loving for Christ cast their shadow, we must actively move into the sunshine of God's love
through prayer, and the reading and enjoyment of His Word. Abiding in Christ; abiding in God; abiding in love.31 The
love of God will flow through me to others in the measure that I do this.
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No need for an apology?

Martin Jones, Hamilton, Canada

I had a big shock recently when an online article! informed me of the sudden demise of apologetics. Fortunately, on
closer inspection it turns out that, as in the case of Mark Twain, reports of its death had been greatly exaggerated!

The premise of the writer, Stephen McAlpine, is simple:

'In the same way that the age of steam swept away the age of sail, the age of apologetics has been swept away by the age
of kategoria. Robust proclamation is the future. Artful persuasion is the past... In the social media age ... people have lost
patience with the delay tactics of apologetics and are demanding we cut to the chase.

Criticizing what he terms as 'cultural apologetics’, McAlpine cites the case of a church that ran a hip music venue, and
which came to be derided when their underlying 'fundamentalist beliefs' were eventually exposed by a local journalist.
However, this 'artful' approach has much more to do with (possibly ill-advised) bridge-building than it does with
apologetics. Has Stephen McAlpine massively misunderstood what apologetics - Biblical apologetics, at least - is about?
It's nothing to do with 'apologising' in the modern sense, neither should it be soft-pedalling nor peddling a half-baked
gospel!

The story, perhaps apocryphal, is told of how a church once displayed a large banner proclaiming 'JESUS IS THE
ANSWER!' Someone cheekily came along and wrote underneath: 'BUT WHAT WAS THE QUESTION?' Doesn't that sum
up where almost all western nations are today? You might have heard of the recent TV series about the 1986 Chernobyl
nuclear disaster. Imagine driving through an at-risk area of Russia with a lorry full of anti-radiation suits and shouting
"THIS IS THE ANSWER!" out of the window. Only those who could decipher English, and had learnt the dangers of
invisible radiation and how this protection could save them in this crisis would respond (if they'd had time). It's likely
to be the same when we try to preach the gospel of an invisible God to save people from an invisible hell, using a Book
which is largely foreign to the hearer!

Paul's speech in Acts 17 shows that he understood apologetics. I like to imagine a Christian going over to Paul at the end
to somewhat embarrassedly tell him that, unfortunately, not only did he fail to quote a single verse of scripture, he had
completely forgotten to mention the cross of Christ! Paul admits that this was entirely deliberate. But Paul, didn't you
tell the Corinthians once that you'd resolved to know nothing ... except Jesus Christ and him crucified?? How could you
possibly fail to mention the pivotal event of history? And wouldn't using some prophetic verses have been wise? The
answer is that there was groundwork to be laid first - about the existence and nature of the true God, and the reality of
sin and coming judgement. On the other hand, when Paul preached to educated Jews, his approach was a bit different:

As was his custom, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures,
explaining and proving that the Messiah had to suffer and rise from the dead. "This Jesus | am proclaiming to you is the
Messiah, " he said. Some of the Jews were persuaded ...3

The cross, the scriptures and the hot-button Jewish topic of the Messiah are now front and centre; but look at the
different words used to describe how he evangelised:

Reasoning: dialegomai - giving and receiving information with someone to reach deeper understanding
Explaining: dianoigo to open up completely (see also Luke 24:31-32);

Proving: paratithemi to set before someone in teaching (see Matt.13:24);

Proclaiming: kataggello - to exactly, decisively announce/herald a message in a definite (binding) way.

This was not simply a take-it-or-leave-it ultimatum, nor was it a soundbite, sloganeering gospel either. It was a robust
gospel, set upon an equally robust foundation, and starting from where the hearers were, not where the preacher
wanted to ultimately take them. Ultimately, the hearers were 'persuaded' based on a phased, comprehensive dialogue
which culminated in preaching for a verdict.

Whenever this biblical approach is taken, there is surely no need to apologise!
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Personal story

An interview with Master Tepere, Mwanakhu, Malawi

My maternal grandfather had been the most spiritually active in my family. It was he who collected me from my parental
home to accompany him to church ceremonies.

During my days in primary school, I was given a Bible distributed by the Gideons. In it, God spoke to me through Jn 1:1-
5, and that was when I fully trusted in Jesus as God's eternal Son. He it was who'd come to enlighten me from the
darkness of sin, and I gladly received Him (Jn 1:12). Those early verses of John's Gospel have always remained very
special to me.

While progressing through secondary and tertiary education, I also participated in a Christian choir and other
responsibilities. I married and became independent of my parents, but in our marriage, my wife Esnart and I tried to
remain dependent on God. By that, I mean from the beginning of our family life together we believed in prayer before
everything we do. Thankfully, we have inspired the same sense of dependence on God in our children. Currently, our
whole family does not engage in any activity without first asking for God's hand to be on that activity.

You 're setting us a good example too. How did you hear about the Churches of God?

I enjoyed studying the Bible, and being hungry to understand it better, [ began to search for spiritual literature in order
to widen my spiritual horizons. It was at this time that I first came across printed material from the Churches of God:
Why I worship in a Church of God. I read it eagerly, and discovered the real truth about how God wants us to worship
Him. This book pointed me back to the Bible itself, the Word of God. I had first come to delight in the Eternal Word who
became flesh (Jn 1:14) - that [ might experience God's life, light, grace and truth (Jn 1:4,14) - and [ wanted my growth in
these things to continue through His written Word, the Bible. My satisfaction in the teaching of the Churches of God is
that it is ultimately restricted to, or supported from, the words of God.

But [ couldn't understand everything in that Book by myself, so I set off in search of people to clarify some points. Of
course, this forced to me find out the actual location of nearby churches of God, so that from them I could find out
accurately what their literature meant. My quest brought me to the Church of God at Milepa, where I met one of its
overseeing brothers, Isaac Topesa. He was kind enough to share further instruction from God's Word with me
concerning the Churches of God.

How did this interest develop?

I began to be excited to put this teaching into practice in my own locality. They encouraged me to find any others who
might be like-minded. [ searched out my good friends Ezwick Makawa and Moses Alumelo and gladly shared with them
everything I'd learnt. After hearing the whole story from me, they began to show interest as well. The Milepa church
organised some spiritual lessons for us and soon a few of us began moving forward in baptism and attending Milepa
church services remotely. Gradually, we came to a point of having our own mission work.

Numbers grew over a period of about 3 years until we were more than 50 persons, all added to the fellowship of the
Church of God at Milepa some distance away from our homes which are in and around Chiringa. What a special occasion
it was when, on Sunday 21 April this year (2019), a church was planted close to Chiringa in Mwanakhu village! It was in
that village location that a man called Stanford Wayawaya had been listening to Search For Truth radio broadcasts.
Through correspondence in 2005, he had been the first in these parts to receive Church of God literature.

Sad to say, he's no longer in good bodily condition, and we are grieved at his suffering. We feel pain as we see his pain.
As a church family we are moved to help him and his wife as we are able, for example by transporting him to clinic
appointments and supervising the application of his treatment. He was God's instrument to bring us spiritual help; and
now we can be God's instruments to bring him physical help.

That reminds us of Rom.15:27! Finally, may we ask: What goal do you have in serving the Lord?
Stanford heard the truth about churches of God from the radio, but not many people here have access to such sources
of information. It's my ambition to attend Church of God training sessions if they could be conducted annually. Then I -

and others - can be equipped to deepen the understanding of brothers and sisters already in local churches of God
throughout the rural parts of Malawi. We have much to learn!
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Mission

Martin Jones, Hamilton, Canada

Have you heard about 'keyboard warriors? It's a somewhat dismissive term to describe someone who hides behind a
cloak of anonymity (and a shield of distance) in an online forum or on social media to say things, that they'd never think
of saying to a stranger’s face - and quite often as part of a heated discussion about a hot topic. Engaging online is not for
the faint of heart - in fact it can so often result in rudeness, unkindness. bullying and even threats that many famous
people have decided to steer clear of online interaction altogether, even if it hampers their connecting with people they'd
like to.

Perhaps the term takes on a new meaning when applied to a Christian ‘warrior' attempting to engage in apologetics
online - for one thing, it's certainly not for the faint of heart! A recent attempt to both engage and publicise the
magazine's existence via sponsored advertising on the NT Facebook page was certainly an interesting experience -and
it highlights some key things to bear in mind when seeking to speak of God and His Word online.

The sponsored post itself seemed completely inoffensive - an image of God's creation and an invitation to view the latest
magazine online. Using Facebook's algorithms to reach other Bible believers, overall engagement was extremely high in
terms of views and comments, many of which appreciated the image. On the other hand, clicks to the link were
proportionately quite low - perhaps it was overshadowed by the image (it's impossible to tell without running parallel
tests).

But what wasn't expected, given the deliberate targeting, was the response of a lew. clearly strongly unbelieving, who
saw the advert, were for some reason quite incensed by it and decided to respond with negative comments. Perhaps
Facebook's algorithms have room for improvement, but it left a choice - engage or not? Although not the original intent,
it was decided to respond, not to ignore.

We have to leave the results of the interactions with the Lord, and we can pray that something said will lodge with I hem
to be used by the Spirit in future. But here are some helpful rips if you ever decide to enter into some form of spiritual
dialogue online:

1. Be prepared for time to be consumed - often, even one dialogue will go on various tangents, which is multiplied
when other people join the debate! You'll probably have to be selective about which topics to pursue. It may be
worth suggesting that the dialogue be taken 'offline’ to keep things manageable and to pursue things in more
depth.

2. Remain cordial at all times - remember that what is written online will be seen by many and may be there
permanently. You may find you're deliberately provoked to say something you will later regret. It's probably
wise to avoid knee-jerk replies; instead take time away from the computer to consider your next response.

3. Don'ttry to win an argument - it's easy to lose sight of the main objective to preach the gospel, rather than score
points. Don't forget praying for guidance as to what to say and how to say it.

4. Try to probe for assumptions and drivers - when you encounter a controversial or seemingly baseless
statement, ask the person. "What makes you say that?" It's often helpful to make people consider what might
be behind what they think - perhaps a misunderstanding or a negative past experience is clouding their
objectivity. It's never a bad tiling to understand 'where they're coming from.

5. Let the Bible speak - try and find an opportunity to provide a relevant Bible verse, which the Holy Spirit can
use, rather than rely on reason or logic alone. On top of that, direct to reputable online resources that your
debater can perhaps visit later - it's not all down to you!

6. Know when to stop - the Holy Spirit must be actively working with them for your words to have any effect,

which is especially difficult to discern in this form of evangelism. It may simply be that the seed you have sown
in this case has fallen on infertile ground. But keep sowing elsewhere!
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Mission

UK, Aberkenflg: At the start of lockdown, we turned to practical matters, such as offering help to deliver medical
prescriptions in the locality, saving hours for people waiting in a queue. Deliveries included some notes about our faith.

We also used Facebook to post blogs (more than 30 by mid-July) and evangelical videos (five) plus many posts for our
JAM club kids -with songs, Bible stories and activities.

This youth focus is enhanced with a weekly live online JAM club which is growing in attendance and will go some way
to replace Summer Camp.

Tony Jones

Malawi, Mwanakhu: In days to come, by the grace of God, we may hope to recognise three adjacent places within God's
house: Phaloni, Khande and Chiringa Town. The people there are mature people, both physically and spiritually. They
already have good accommodation to meet in and are supporting themselves financially, with good prospect for strong
elders among them. Those are the strongest outreaches we have; each 40 km from the others. In God's goodness, the
nearby new Church of God at Mwanakhu is doing well. Teaching has been given on: being one (Jn 17:21 Acts 2:41-42);
eternal security (Jn 10:27-29); the church the body of Christ (all believers, dead or living) and church of God (those
patterned after Acts 2:41-42).

Chididi in Nsanje is also recommended for planting, as well as Mbenje, where we've been preaching under the tree.
Topesa Issa

Philippines, Davao: During the month of June, door to door evangelism was difficult as the advice for every household
was to keep away from strangers, but I was still able to develop friendship with 40 people who are online customers of
my wife who started in March as an online food reseller (since she was not able to operate as a school teacher). Every
time she had a customer, [ volunteered as the delivery courier. And every time [ handed over an item, I also gave a Gospel
pamphlet. The next time I returned, we'd have brief conversation on spiritual things resulting in meaningful chats with
fifteen of them. Two of them, Loreta and Rechelle, received the Saviour. Some are our fellow believers in the Body, and I
was able to share with them about God's house. Liticia was one who showed interest in this.

By all means save some. (1 Cor.9:22). 1 continued personal evangelism with our neighbours during compulsory stay at
home days. Someone who showed interest is Evelyn Asuncion from a Filipino cult. I explained she must believe Jesus is
the Son of God for Him to become her Saviour. I encouraged her to accept Him before she went to sleep that night. She
did. Since then, she's joined our weekly cottage prayers.

What a joy when another three of my neighbours received Christ: Misal, Milagros and Mina. Praise God that at the time
of writing, we have baptized Evelyn along with Ricardo, a previously unsaved husband of a lady in the Davao church
with whom I had Bible studies. He repented, accepted the Saviour, and had been observing the breaking of bread before
lockdown. They were added on Sunday 9t August since our local authority has now allowed us to reopen church
services.

Making the most of your time (Eph.5:16). Since lockdown, I've listened to the daily 6 am radio news. The radio anchor-
man one day read a text message from six families stranded here from a distant place. They asked for food and milk,
being unable to pay their rent for four months under Covid conditions. After giving rice, milk and some money for
medicines, | encouraged them from Matt.6:25-31, highlighting the Lord's command to not be 'worried’ and highlighting
also about the birds. While still able to see birds around, it means God will not abandon us. The people are sidewalk
vendors, belonging to a Philippines' cult, and part Muslim. Their only request was that God's Word was shared with
them daily if possible, which [ was very delighted to do on an alternate day schedule (which must include others). A few
days ago, ten of them accepted the Saviour and delightedly received Bibles, amazed at the truth of Jn 1:12. Set free in
lockdown!

Geralde Mag-usara
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