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Words – whether spoken, written, typed, texted or abbreviated – are a
major part of human communication. ‘Word-count’ is important in the
production of this magazine, as it helps to give us so many varied and
interesting articles.

This issue, being the fourth and last of the year, contains continuing and
concluding articles on the series subjects. Here is a brief resumé of some
of these:

● The song of the Cross is the fourth of the Servant Songs in Isaiah; the
theme of great hymns such as ‘Man of Sorrows’ by PP Bliss, and so
many more.
● The lesson of Babel, where the name of God was removed, with its
consequences, is a reminder for our lives too.
● The story, or the history, of 100 years of churches of God in
Africa continues with ‘Lessons learned’.
● The meaning of words in Scripture and in context feature in
‘Are you a saint?’ and also in ‘Studying the Bible’.
● The message on the Mission page has contributions from
Wales, Malawi and the Philippines.
● The call to come directs us to the Lord Jesus who walked on
the water.
● Jesus repeated the name Martha. See why in ‘Addressing
anxiety’.
● A testimony: ‘God will neither leave me nor fail me’.
● God’s gift of His written Word is what underpins
everything.
● A new word provokes a question: How woke should we
be?

With thanks to contributors and readers during this
eventful year where we now know the meaning of some
words which previously were simply entries in the
dictionary. Here are some that really matter:

The words of the LORD are pure words, like silver
refined in a furnace on the ground, purified seven
times. (Ps. 12:6 ESV)

In keeping of them there is great reward. (Ps. 19:11)
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Jesus walks on water
Tony Smith, Kirkintilloch, Scotland

The crowd were euphoric! After the people saw the
miraculous sign that Jesus did, they began to say, “Surely
this is the Prophet who is to come into the world.” Jesus,
knowing that they intended to come and make him king by
force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself.1 Jesus
knew that this was not His time to reign as king on a royal
throne, for He came first to wear a crown of thorns and to
die to become the Saviour of all who believe on Him.

Matthew and Mark state that Jesus made the disciples get
into the boat and go on ahead of him … while he
dismissed the crowd.2 Not an easy thing to do, but the
Christ had great authority and He dissolved the crowd
into the dusk.

Jesus was by Himself then, on a mountain and in prayer.
If it was important for Him to be alone with God His
Father, surely it is important for us as believers to find
those times to get alone with God. We are not told the
content of Jesus’ prayer. Was He expressing His concern
about those men in the boat? Perhaps He prayed to
increase their faith and reveal Himself to them, not just as
a miracle worker or a great prophet, but for them to see
His true nature as the Son of God.

Jesus had sent His disciples away and they encountered a
great storm while they were obeying Him. We can be in
the centre of God’s will and a storm comes. Though we
may not understand it at the time, it may be sent to
ultimately increase our faith and, through that storm,
others may see Christ in us.

It says in Mark’s account that Jesus saw the disciples
straining at the oars, because the wind was against them.3
The night was dark; they were far away; but Jesus saw
them. Was this not a miracle from the omniscient Christ?
He always knows where each of us who belong to Him is,
so that He can come to us in our hour of need.

Out of the howling wind and raging waves Jesus walked
on the sea, un-tossed and un-drenched. It reminds us of
those scriptures that speak of divinity:

Your path led through the sea,
your way through the mighty waters,
though your footprints were not seen.4

He alone … treads on the waves of the sea.5

You walked through the sea … through the heap of
great waters.6

This truly is the Son of God!

If the disciples feared the storm, they were terrified to see
Jesus, thinking they had seen a ghost and they literally
screamed in panic. But Jesus immediately said to them:
“Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.”7 He comes to us
too, even uses the elements we fear for the path of His

feet. If you are in the place of obedience, you have
nothing to fear.

Peter said, “Lord, if it’s you … tell me to come to you on
the water.” Jesus replied, “Come.”8 One word, but that’s
how we got saved. We heard Jesus say, “Come to me,”
and He still calls us to come and walk with Him, fixing
our eyes upon Him, the author and perfecter of our faith.9

So, Peter got out of the boat and walked on water towards
Jesus. Then reality set in. He took his eyes off Jesus and
saw the impact of the winds. It was then that he began to
sink, crying out, “Lord, save me!” Immediately Jesus
reached out his hand and caught him. He said to Peter,
“You of little faith … why did you doubt?”10 Many of us
wrestle at times with faith and doubt; and we need a hand
up from Jesus who will be there for us as we call on Him.
Psalm 94:18 says: When I said, “My foot is slipping,”
your love, O LORD, supported me.

Together, Peter and Jesus climbed into the boat and the
storm ceased. In awe, those men in the boat worshipped
the Lord Jesus. This was a great teaching time for the
disciples. That night the Father drew them to His Son.
They went from wondering to worship, confusion to
confession and from fear to faith.

Are you going through a storm just now? Perhaps a crisis
of faith and you’re afraid. Be assured, He knows, He sees,
and He comes to us, stretching out His hand to lift us up
again.

References: (1) John 6:14-15  (2) Mat. 14:22; Mark 6:45
(3) Mark 6:48  (4) Ps. 77:19  (5) Job 9:8  (6) Hab. 3:15
NKJV  (7) Mat. 14:27  (8) Mat. 14:28-29  (9) Heb. 12:2
(10) Mat. 14:30-31

Bible quotations from NIV 1984 unless stated otherwise
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Having risen from supper and exchanged His outer
garments for a towel, the Lord Jesus crouched to wash the
feet of those He had come to save.1 In his record of what
happened that night, John uses a Greek word derived
from the Roman linteum to describe the linen cloth that
the Lord took as He humbled Himself before sinners. It
was a word used to describe not only the clothes worn by
servants at work, but also the meagre garments given as
coverings to the victims of crucifixion.2 Kneeling at the
feet of the disciples, cleansing them of the defilement of
the world, the Son of God had dressed Himself as the
great Servant of Jehovah, who came not to be served but
to serve.3 Not only so, but also as the crucified one, for
He was now on the approach to Calvary where He would
give his life as a ransom for many.

Isaiah’s fourth Servant song brings us to this most sacred
ground, for it brings us to Calvary and all that was
inflicted there upon the Son of God. It is one of the great
mysteries of the cross that the righteous purposes of God
and the vile intentions of men, though diametrically
opposed, should be brought together under God’s mighty
hand as He took hold of all that was against Him,
directing it to the furtherance of His glory. Peter describes
this mystery in his address on the day of Pentecost,
speaking of Jesus, delivered up according to the definite
plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed
by the hands of lawless men.4 Unveiling the heat of the
suffering of the cross, Isaiah lays open both the thoughts
of the hearts of men in oppression, and the wonderful
purposes of God in redemption, which together were
being unleashed upon the Saviour as He gave Himself to
die.

Exposing the hearts of men
The cross is the ultimate symbol of man’s rejection of
God. Even today, the word of the cross is folly to those
who are perishing,5 and to those who followed Him from
the hall of oppressive judgment6 to the place of the skull,
He was only worthy to be despised and rejected.7 In His
life of lowliness, the Lord Jesus had not attracted men by
the trappings of this world, for

he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,
and no beauty that we should desire him;8

and now in death, having suffered at the hands of the
Roman guards, He underwent the infinitely more severe
affliction of the curse of God upon the tree,9 by which His
appearance was changed beyond human likeness.10 The

word Isaiah uses to describe how He was marred is
uniquely used in this passage of Scripture, for it speaks of
that suffering inflicted upon the Lord at the cross, to
which there can be no likeness. Lost in sin and filled with
self-righteousness, men looked upon the lovely Son who
was dying in their place, and saw one smitten by God as
the leprous, whose face must be hidden from theirs,11

disgusting to their eyes.

Exposing the heart of God
How differently God viewed those precious events at
Calvary! From the very beginning of the Lord’s earthly
life, when He became flesh for us, He was always under
the gaze of His Father. Coming into the world, He said
prophetically, Behold, I have come … I delight to do your
will, O my God; your law is within my heart.12 And as He
grew up to manhood, He grew up before God, who saw in
Him both the will and the work of one whose delight was
to fulfil His law in utmost purity. All around Him was the
dearth of a world scorched by sin, but here in Him was
one whose root tapped into the pure water of the Word13

and whose life sent up green shoots from a lifeless
ground.14

Yet, though God delighted in the richness and beauty of a
life unnoticed by men, the Lord Jesus had come to lay
down His life, the righteous for the unrighteous,15 that by
His sacrifice He might bear the sin of many and so make
many to be accounted righteous.16 The human condition
is brought into sharp focus as Isaiah speaks of iniquity17

and transgression.18 Iniquity speaks of inherent wrong,
transgression of how that wrong is revealed in rebellion.
Here are men set forth as sinners by nature and practice,
and the sinless Servant has come to deal with both. In the
place of those who like wayward sheep had turned,
without exception, to the helplessness of their own way,19

the eternal delight of the Father was willingly led out as a
compliant lamb to slaughter20 that His own soul might be
made an offering for sin. That image in verse 10 takes us
back to Leviticus 5-6 and the laws for the trespass
offering. There, in the matter of transgression of the Law,
the sinner would bear his iniquity, bringing a sacrifice to
God and making restitution to his neighbour.21 It all
pointed forward to the cross, where, as the fat and kidneys
of the guilt offering were burned upon the altar,22 the
inmost parts of the Saviour’s being were offered up to
God, and He restored by grace that which He had never
taken away.23 There the Lord Jesus was pierced for our
transgressions … crushed for our iniquities.24 The

Isaiah’s Servant Songs

Isaiah 52-53
The song of the cross
James Needham, Birmingham, England



5

thought is one of incalculable suffering, by which the
judgment of God seared into His very being and crushed
Him beneath its weight. And in this terrible scene, where
the purpose of the Father was answered by the willingness
of the Son to pour out His soul in offering,25 we find our
own part was played. The sinner who brought his guilt
offering to God was required to bear his own iniquity; but
when God brought His own offering for the guilt of
mankind, we find Him bearing our griefs as God laid on
him the iniquity of us all.26

So it was the will of the LORD to crush him,27 not because
He was in any way deserving of death, for unlike any
other he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in
his mouth;28 but because at the cross, God was unveiling
His mighty arm of salvation, which He had promised to
bare in the sight of all the nations,29 to confound His
enemies and utterly defeat all that is opposed to Him in an
eternal, irreversible victory.

Exposing the purposes of God
It is this victory which shines through the vivid
description of suffering the Lord Jesus endured for us. He
does not remain the suffering Servant, for Isaiah describes
His journey through suffering to glory. He whose soul
was made an offering for sin would know the prolonging
of His days,30 and from the anguish of that hour would
gaze with satisfaction on the fruit of His work: sinners

made righteous by His sacrifice, transformed by grace
into children of God31 and sharers in His glorious
inheritance!32 This was no happenstance. God knew the
end from the beginning, introducing His Servant as One
who shall be high and lifted up, and shall be exalted.33

Many have seen this tri-partite exaltation fulfilled in His
resurrection, ascension and seating at God’s right hand,
from where He will come again, appearing to the world,
and Israel in particular, as the Man of glory. Then the
height of His majesty shall far outweigh the depths of His
suffering34 and, gazing on Him whom they have pierced,35

the startled nations shall finally see and understand the
eternal outworking of God’s purposes, fulfilled in His
ever-glorious Son.

References: (1) John 13:4-5  (2) Thayer’s Greek-English
Lexicon, J.H.Thayer, Hendrickson, 1981, p.376  (3) Mat.
20:28  (4) Acts 2:23  (5) 1 Cor. 1:18  (6) Is. 53:8  (7) Is. 53:3
(8) Is. 53:2  (9) Is. 53:4; Deut. 21:23  (10) Is. 52:14  (11) Is.
52:3 (margin); Lev. 13:45  (12) Ps. 40:7-8; Heb. 10:5-7
(13) Ps. 1:2-3  (14) Is. 53:2  (15) 1 Pet. 3:18  (16) Is. 53:11-
12  (17) Is. 53:5-6,11  (18) Is. 53:5,8,12  (19) Is. 53:6
(20) Is. 53:7  (21) Lev. 5:17; 6:1-7  (22) Lev. 7:1-5  (23) Ps.
69:4  (24) Is. 53:5  (25) Is. 53:12  (26) Is. 53:6  (27) Is. 53:10
(28) Is. 53:9  (29) Is. 52:10  (30) Is. 53:10  (31) Is. 53:10-11;
John 1:12  (32) Is. 53:12; Rom. 8:17  (33) Is. 52:13  (34) Is.
52:14-15  (35) Zech. 12:10

Bible quotations from the ESV

All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have turned – every one –
to his own way;

and the LORD has
laid on him the

iniquity of us all.

Isaiah 53:6
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Addressing anxiety
Gareth Andrews, Belfast, N.Ireland

At different times we all experience
worry, stress or anxiety. It’s natural
and, like fear, can even be
constructive in some degree. There
are, though, important differences
between these three states. And,
since we are told by the Lord Jesus
several times not to worry or be
anxious,1 there are important lessons
in how to address anxiety when we
do face it.

Worry occurs when our minds dwell
on negative thoughts or uncertainties
in life. Worry can make us confront
problems and weigh up positive
actions to avoid or resolve them.
Like fear, worry can actually help to
solve problems about the things or
people who are important to us.
However, the danger is that we often
worry excessively about things that
cannot be solved, or we get stuck in
a cycle of unhelpful and negative
thoughts.

Stress affects our bodies more than
our minds. Like our fight-or-flight
mechanism with fear, it prompts
physiological changes in our bodies
in response to external events or
circumstances. Chronic stress occurs
when the perceived threat doesn’t go
away and the ongoing embodied
effects cause all sorts of health
issues.

Anxiety affects both our minds and
our bodies, with multiple symptoms
of worry and stress together, and can
be like a false alarm ringing when
there is no actual threat to resolve.
Anxiety can be unspecific and
diffuse, debilitating and crippling, or
like a gnawing away of ourselves. It
must be said that diagnosed Anxiety
Disorders, like other serious medical
conditions, require professional
medical treatment and/or medication.

There are however many good
positive, practical, proven methods
for helping to address worry, stress
and anxiety that may be helpful –
from avoiding hurry, to fresh air and

physical exercise, to coping
strategies.

As Christians we are certainly not
immune to these mental health
issues. God in His love for us
doesn’t just tell us not to worry –
He equips us and empowers us to
address anxiety too. We may find it
helpful to consider and remind
ourselves of priorities, perspective
and provision.

Work can be a real problem for
many of us. We want to try our best
or to be seen as capable, and so we
end up worrying excessively. Work
can grow to become
disproportionately important to our
sense of who we are, keep us awake
with stress and soak up our time,
energy and concern: So what do
people get in this life for all their
hard work and anxiety? Their days
of labour are filled with pain and
grief; even at night their minds
cannot rest. It is all meaningless.2
There’s a call here to reassess our
priorities in our day-to-day lives.
Compared to the opportunity and
reward of serving God, work is
meaningless of itself.

We can worry too about the
difficulties of growing up – again for
this we’re offered great advice in
Ecclesiastes: Young people, it’s
wonderful to be young! Enjoy every
minute of it. Do everything you want
to do; take it all in. But remember
that you must give an account to God
for everything you do. So refuse to
worry, and keep your body healthy.
But remember that youth, with a
whole life before you, is
meaningless.3 At different stages of
our lives, what seems important to us
can shift as we ourselves change and
grow. So here’s a reminder to get
and keep perspective and to focus
on the goal of enjoying and serving
our God in our day-to-day lives.

The Lord Jesus knows that worry
and anxiety about everyday things
can trouble us, and so reminds us

that He understands, cares, and
provides1 for us. The little vignette
recorded for us in Luke 10:38-42 is a
great insight into this and a relatable
lesson for us. Both Mary and Martha
really wanted to follow Jesus and
serve, but naturally took different
approaches to doing it. Martha was
distracted with much serving. Can
we relate to that? Martha judged her
sister’s choice and how it made her
feel – busier, stressed and irritable.
Can we relate to that? But the Lord
answered her, “Martha, Martha, you
are anxious and troubled about
many things, but one thing is
necessary.” Repeating her name,
showing His care, Jesus highlighted
the distracting and toxic effect of her
anxiety. Her desire to serve and do
well in what she considered to be
important meant she was actually
shattered into pieces missing out on
the one thing that truly was most
important.

So when we struggle with excessive
worry, stress or a diffuse anxiety,
let’s try to break the cycle, re-assess
our priorities, our perspective and
God’s provision for us.

References: (1) Matt 6:25-34  (2)
Eccl. 2:22-23, NLT  (3) Eccl. 11:9-
10, NLT

Bible quotations from ESV, unless
otherwise stated.
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Do you take the Bible
literally?
Probably no question more than this
exposes the confusion that’s in the
mind of the enquirer when it comes
to trying to understand the Bible.
How else can we read the Bible other
than as a piece of literature? As we
read, we can detect when it is that we
are reading history or poetry; and
when we meet exaggeration
(hyperbole), as well as metaphors
(e.g. ‘I am the door’ and ‘the church
which is His body’) and similes (e.g.
‘the kingdom of God is like …’).
The Bible is a book like no other, but
it should be read in the way we read
other literature: verbs are verbs and
nouns are nouns – it’s not to be read
in a special way, looking for hidden
meanings. Proverbs and parables
should be treated with care: the
former are not invariable laws, nor
are the latter to be subjected to over-
thinking.

Isn’t it hard to understand in
places?
Some parts are easier to understand
than others; and what’s said in one
place may at first sight seem to
conflict with what’s said somewhere
else. However, when we use the
clearer parts to enlighten us as to the
more obscure parts, it all becomes
consistent, as truth always is.
Difficulties arise when we operate
the other way around. There is safety

in seeing the whole picture rather
than basing proofs on a single text.

Christians have one book, and yet
someone has counted more than
forty thousand different
denominations within Christendom.

How can such variety come
from a single source?
The Bible was written over some
1600 years and completed about
1900 years ago. The Bible didn’t fall
from heaven in a special Holy Spirit
language. God, when communicating
with us, used about 40 different
writers, from other cultures, using
three human languages that are
foreign to most of us. The world has
also changed a lot over that time.
The Bible has a transcendent
message, but it comes to us in an
ancient cultural setting. The modern
reader has to discern between the
message and its setting. Differences
arise when we don’t take care to
work out what a Bible verse meant at
the first, or fail to follow that guide
in the meaning we now take from it.

The additional factor that
complicates this task is that we have
our own cultural setting from which
we need to disentangle ourselves.
The Reformers set us the example of
how to methodically observe the
standard meanings of words in the
context of the text so as to find out
what the original hearers would have
understood; as well as appreciating
the historical situation they were in.
Differences arise when we allow our
own 21st century assumptions to
condition our view of the text.

Must there be only one
correct interpretation of a
text?
Yes, although there are some verses
where we may not be totally
confident that we’ve found the
correct interpretation, and that calls

for humility, not dogmatism. We
should stand firmly against the
modern tendency to assume that each
reader can legitimately claim to take
a different meaning from the same
verse, one which he or she
determines in his or her own mind.

How do we apply the Bible
today?
Once we know what any verse meant
in its original setting – by use of
grammar and awareness of the
historical background – the next
challenge we’re faced with is: ‘Are
we intended to do the same as they
did?’ (Remember ours is a different
culture.) In other words, we need to
distinguish between principle (e.g.
when retaining full immersion
baptism) and custom (e.g. when
exchanging the denarius for the
dollar). Sometimes it’s more subtle.
Take, for example, women’s head
coverings in a church setting.1 It’s
very largely a matter of principle
(female submission and symbolic
covering, both transcending culture
as supported by an appeal to
creation2), but with a small part of
custom (the actual article may be a
veil or a suitable hat).

Prayer and the Spirit3

We’ve left this comment to last,
despite the fact that it’s most
important. The point is, while we
commit the whole exercise of Bible
study to God in prayer for guidance,
we can be expected to figure out
grammar and do historical research.
However, to become wise to the
significance of God’s Word for our
lives we must turn to prayer for the
Spirit’s help. We ask to hear God’s
voice speaking, and to be alert to
personal guidance for us (as distinct
from expository meaning for all).

References: (1) 1 Cor. 11  (2) see 1
Cor. 11:7  (3) Acts 6:4

Bible quotations from NASB

Studying the Bible

Interpreting the Bible
Brian Johnston, Leigh, England

They read from the
book, from the law of
God, translating to
give the sense so that
they understood the
reading. Neh. 8:8
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Nigerian Professor of Virology,
Tomori Oyewale, while speaking
recently on prioritising health care
funding in Nigeria said, “We live as a
country on lessons forgotten and not
on lessons learned.” This write-up
seeks to build on the good foundation
laid by our previous writers, using
contrasting pairings to flag up salient
points.

Truth and error
The people were divided because of
Jesus.1

Our present testimony as God’s
people is born out of the fact that our
frontier missionaries stood for truth
and opposed falsehood. They walked
in the light that was revealed to them.
This takes humility and obedience. It
is possible to see the truth and still be
blinded to its reality. It is recorded in
the transition era that a large number
of priests became obedient to the
faith.2 They needed a shift from
Judaism to embrace the new order. It
is a sad commentary that Pilate stood
before the Lord – the embodiment of
truth – and yet questioned, “What is
truth?”

The world has become a shopping
mall of various beliefs. There are so
many conflicting and confusing
voices that leave the uninformed in
limbo about the way of salvation. The
Christian believer is equally exposed
to every wind of doctrine and needs
help on how to serve God. I look in
retrospect, and with delight, to the
days when the truth of eternal
salvation dawned on me and the way
of service in Acts 2:41-42 was
explained. Knowing the truth freed
me from the errors of my previous
associations. Indeed, author Adrian
Rogers is purported to have said that,
“It is better to be divided by truth than
to be united in error.” Our early
missionaries did not only bring the
Gospel to Africa, they brought the

precious truth of priestly service in
the kingdom of God.

Gospel and different gospels
Paul wrote: I am astonished that you
are so quickly … turning to a
different gospel – which is really no
gospel at all.3

Christianity and Islam have been
identified as the two main religions in
Nigeria. There exist, among others,
groups like the Jehovah’s Witnesses
and the Mormons that have come to
be regarded as cults. The JWs stepped
on Nigerian soil in 1921 and currently
have membership of over 400,000.
The Mormons came to Nigeria in the
1960s and had their first baptisms in
1978. They have membership of over
100,000 across the country.

Paul was speaking of apostasy – the
substitution of different gospels for
the gospel of Christ. There were false
teachers that he referred to as, some
people … trying to pervert the gospel
of Christ.3 It’s worth noting, and it’s
also saddening, that after the
Jerusalem conference the Apostles
referred to them as going out from
us.4

The following teachings fall under a
‘different gospel’:

1. Salvation by good works.

2. Salvation by faith in Christ in
addition to good works.

3. Salvation by faith alone but, in
order to remain saved, one must
keep performing good works.

4. Salvation is only possible by
being a member of a particular
group.

5. The gospel that disputes or
denies the incarnation, virgin
birth, death, burial, resurrection,
ascension, or deity of Christ.

6. Purgatory, reincarnation,
universalism and annihilation.

We assert that salvation comes
through repentance and faith in the
Lord Jesus alone.5

We see proponents of ‘false gospels’
increasingly and aggressively
recruiting members by the day. They
have smart and dedicated adherents
who appear to be sincere but sadly are
wrong. The challenge for us is that we
need to do much more than those
walking around in their arrogance of
ignorance. We need fresh resolve to
redouble our evangelistic zeal. As
part of his contribution to Pioneers’
Progress in 1998, Bernard French
wrote,

‘The present need in Africa is for
warm-hearted, concerned people,
who will fellowship with the
saints there. Let them (the local
saints) go on with evangelising;
they are better at it than we are.
Keep the bonds of fellowship
strong.’6

This is a worthy challenge that we
must rise up to!

Practitioners and professors
‘Intellect without implementation is
ignorance, not intelligence.’7

Looking back at the pioneering work
in Nigeria, we salute the memory of
those who left us enduring legacies.
These imprints are testimonials to
what practical Christianity is all
about.

The world is tired of lip-service and
theories. It wants to see something of
what John the Baptist described as
producing fruit in keeping with
repentance.8 At Zacchaeus’
conversion, he proved his change by
making restitution where possible and
going beyond remorse or damage
control. A young brother in our
district of churches requested an
examining body to cancel his
certificate after feeling guilty of

100 years in Africa

Lessons learned
Lawrence Onyokoko, Warri, Nigeria
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malpractice. He wrote the national
examination the following year and
obtained better grades! In what better
way could he make the difference?

When Saul became Paul, preaching
the Gospel was not the most
important thing for him to be able to
convince other believers. The people
dreaded him and needed to see
evidence of the changed life. The
world would find it easier to hear,
relate and respond to our message if it
could see the proof in our lives. Set
an example for the believers9 is as
relevant today as when it was penned.
God has enough bad press without
you! The Lord left us the lesson of
how he began to do and to teach.10

God and idols
‘Our hearts are idol factories.’11

The advent of science and technology
brought with it a new form of idolatry
such that native or bush doctors have
upgraded and are now seen with
laptops. Idols are not only
characterized or defined in terms of
graven images, but by that which
competes with, or takes the place of
God in our lives. The brazen serpent
that was supposed to be a symbol of
deliverance for Israel became an idol
until its destruction by king
Hezekiah.12 God decried Israel’s
idolatry through Jeremiah; “My
people have exchanged their Glory
for worthless idols. … They … have
dug their own cisterns, broken
cisterns that cannot hold water.”13

Mobile phones, computers, sports,
money, possessions, family, holidays,
sex and even race can become idols.

John Taylor, in his book Pioneers’
Progress, referenced George Prasher’s
description of the teeming population
of Ibadan and what he aptly described
as ‘the dark superstitious fleas which
are ingrained in the natural mind and
lurk there long after their first light of
gospel truth has begun to make an
impression.’

Idols lie rather than tell the truth. The
idol of accumulating things for
example, gives the false impression
that it will give fulfilment and
contentment. Devotees find out too
late that they have been defrauded,
have embarked on a wild goose chase

and have, alas, pierced themselves
with many griefs.14 John challenged
the believers of his day, keep
yourselves from idols.15 We need to
voluntarily and constantly confront,
challenge and give up the idols in our
lives. Every time we succumb to an
idol, we cheat on God!

Indigenous and foreign
language
‘If the face is the mirror of the mind,
language is the door to it. If one
learns to speak a foreign language
well, he has also acquired
considerable insight into the heart of
the people who speak it naturally.’16

Africans express their faith through
songs in their own dialects,
sometimes in ways that a second
language cannot. Communication
across cultures needs translation
and translations sometimes lose
their meanings. An indigene can
say something in his language and
when asked to interpret it, he might
say, “If I say it in English, it will
not mean the same thing as in the
mother tongue.” It is important that
we are conscious of how our
message is understood. I attended a
secondary school where it was an
offence to be heard to speak the
native language in place of English.
I am the poorer for it!

We need more gospel preachers
and teachers who can relate with the
language, culture and nuances of the
people. This takes time, though, and
does not come in a hurry. We are
thankful to missionaries who came to
us, learned the local language and
helped to produce hymns for use in
the local churches. The current
initiative to produce hymns for locals
in East and Central Africa is a very
welcome development.

Stephen L. Walter17 did research on
communicating in indigenous
language. One of the conclusions
was:

‘The use of mother tongue as a
medium of instruction raises the
level of educational outcomes
across the board but does not
convert poor teachers into good
teachers.’

While we encourage communication
in local dialects in our remote areas, it
is pertinent that these communicators
also have the requisite skills. Our late
Nigerian ministering brethren,
Ezekiel Kolapo and Zach Travi, were
very helpful in communicating in the
native languages.

When relying on interpreters,
mistakes can be made. A useful
interpreter is one with a good grasp of
both languages and also of spiritual
truth. I was told the story of JPA
Taylor (Snr.) praising an interpreter in
Ibadan to Lucy Griffin, saying he did
well. Her response was, “Maybe, but
he wasn’t saying what you said!”

References: (1) John 7:43  (2) Acts
6:7  (3) Gal. 1:6-7  (4) Acts 15:24
(5) Acts 20:21  (6) JPA Taylor,
Pioneers’ Progress, Penshaw Press, 1
Sept. 1998  (7) Richie Norton
(business coach)  (8) Luke 3:8  (9) 1
Tim. 4:12  (10) Acts 1:1  (11)
paraphrased from John Calvin,
Institutes of the Christian Religion,
1559  (12) 2 Kin. 18:4  (13) Jer. 2:11-
13  (14) 1 Tim. 6:10  (15) 1 John 5:21
(16) Michael Evan Gold, Introduction
to Some Terms From Liberian Speech
by Warren L. d’ Azevedo as revised
by Michael Evan Gold, 1979
(17) Stephen L Walter, Mother
Tongued-based Education in
Developing Countries: some
emerging insights, 2010
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Are you a saint?
You might be rather reluctant to
answer this question because if you
say “yes” you might seem to be
saying that you are especially good,
while if you say “no” you might
imply the opposite – “I’m no saint”.
The problem arises because the first
dictionary meaning of the word is ‘a
person acknowledged as holy or
virtuous’, and to say “yes” might
invite others to think that you are a
hypocrite and point out your faults.

We ought to start by pointing out
what a ‘saint’ is. We are speaking of
the Biblical meaning of the word, of
course, from which the everyday
meaning has drifted away. The
apostle Paul, writing to the Church of
God in Corinth, addressed them as
those sanctified in Christ Jesus,
called to be saints.1 Further on in the
same letter, Paul described what some
of these people had been like:

sexually immoral … idolaters …
adulterers … men who practice
homosexuality … thieves …
greedy … drunkards … revilers,
swindlers.2

But he went on to say, … such were
some of you. But you were washed,
you were sanctified…4 Those people,
who were guilty of all sorts of evils,
had been transformed by their faith in
Christ – His death on their behalf had
cleansed them. A saint is someone
who has been set apart – a ‘vessel of
mercy’.3

Let me give you a little illustration.
At the churches’ Midlands Camp
some years ago there were some
plastic bowls that were used to wash
ourselves – this was long before the
days of running hot water at camp.
There were also other exactly similar
bowls that we used to make jellies in.
Obviously, these two had to be kept
apart – no-one would like to eat
jellies made in a wash bowl. Could
the washbowls ever be made like
new? I think most of us would be
reluctant to eat jelly from a washbowl
when we knew its history. Here’s
where the illustration is different from
the original. The rest of the sentence
quoted above says:

such were some of you. But you
were washed, you were
sanctified, you were justified in
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
and by the Spirit of our God.4

We, dirtied by sin, were not only
washed, we were made holy and
declared free of penalty – just like
new bowls that had never been used
for anything else.

The word for ‘making holy’ is
‘sanctification’ – making into a saint,
set apart to God; this has been done
for us. You might say, “Oh, good!
I’m a saint now. No more struggles
with what I would really like to do.”
You would be very wrong. A good
motto would be: ‘This is what you are
– now be it.’ This resolution wouldn’t
be an easy one to follow. The great
apostle Paul felt this struggle within
himself, and wrote:

For I do not understand my own
actions. For I do not do what I
want, but I do the very thing I
hate … So now it is no longer I
who do it, but sin that dwells
within me. For I know that
nothing good dwells in me, that
is, in my flesh. For I have the
desire to do what is right, but not
the ability to carry it out  …So I
find it to be a law that when I
want to do right, evil lies close at
hand... Wretched man that I am!
Who will deliver me from this
body of death? Thanks be to God
through Jesus Christ our Lord!
So then, I myself serve the law of
God with my mind, but with my
flesh I serve the law of sin.5

This is a fight each one of us has to
fight.

I feel I ought to apologise for writing
about such an elementary thing, but it
is sometimes a good thing to review
the basics – the writer to the Hebrews
wanted to leave the elementary
doctrine of Christ, then pass on to
other things.6 You will find plenty of
other things in this magazine!

References: (1) 1 Cor. 1:2  (2) 1 Cor.
6:9-10  (3) Rom. 9:23  (4) 1 Cor. 6:11
(5) Rom. 7:15-25  (6) Heb. 6:1
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Problem places

Babel
Richard Hutchinson, Vancouver, Canada

The people who settled in Babel had grand ideas. They
had been steadily migrating westward since the days after
the Flood and in Shinar they found the perfect place to
establish themselves. “Come, let us build ourselves a city
and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a
name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of
the whole earth.”1

Many today might wonder where the problem lay in this
‘problem place’. That spirit of endeavour and unity will
seem to the modern mindset as a noble goal, to be
applauded, and indeed the separation and dispersal that
follows God’s intervention might be seen as the root of
wars and nationalistic division that would plague
humanity.

So what was wrong with Babel?
Does God object to cities? Not at all. In fact we see
plenty of places in the Bible where God endorses life
within cities. Jerusalem is of course celebrated as the
City of God, most notably perhaps in Psalm 122, but in
Jonah 4:11 we see Ninevah set up as “that great city”,
the object of God’s compassion, and in Jeremiah 29:7
God’s exiled people are told to pray for the shalom of
Babylon, just as He had directed them to pray for
Jerusalem in Psalm 122.

In fact, we know that God’s ultimate goal is to dwell with
redeemed mankind in the New Jerusalem.2 The great
hope of our faith in God is realised in the context of
sanctified city-dwelling.

Does God object to unity? Far from it! In Psalm 133:1
we read How good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell
in unity! – a thought that is emphasised repeatedly in the
New Testament in a call for God’s people to maintain
their unity together. God wants to see humanity brought
together in peace and harmony and Ephesians 1:9-10
identifies his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a
plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him,
things in heaven and things on earth.

The problem in Babel was that the people had removed
God from the equation, setting the Creator aside in order
to make a name for themselves, not for God; to be united

by their own achievements, based on their own ingenuity
and wisdom. They wanted to build themselves up to
heaven.

God also wanted to connect heaven and earth and He
would introduce His model to Moses as the tabernacle
where God could come down to be amongst His people.
The tower of Babel was a one-way ladder for them to
ascend upwards to heaven without God. But God did
come down to look at it. Their city was designed to bind
them to each other in their shared greatness, but no plan
can stand against God’s will and He scattered them,
confused, all across the whole earth.

Compare, the people of Babel with Abraham:

he was looking forward to the city that has
foundations, whose designer and builder is God.3

Abraham was looking for a city also. Not one to establish
himself or make his name great, but one built by God,
with His wisdom and love as its foundations. Everyone in
that chapter of faith in Hebrews 11 is described as
seeking a homeland, and God has prepared for them, and
us, a city that is eternal.4

God dispersed the people of Babel and in doing so
created the rich tapestry of human culture that has
deepened and flourished across the millennia, but in
Revelation 5:9-10 a song is sung to the Lamb that stood
as if slain and the words are:

“You were slain, and by your blood you ransomed
people for God from every tribe and language and
people and nation, and you have made them a
kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall
reign upon the earth.”

In Jesus Christ, God unites humanity not in their own
name but in His worthy name; not by their achievements
but by His finished work; and yet still God surpasses the
dreams of Babel and glorifies man in all of this so that
His people from every dispersed culture are together,
reigning on earth and glorifying God and His Son, the
Lamb.

References: (1) Gen 11:4  (2) Rev. 21:2-3  (3) Heb. 11:10
(4) Heb. 11:13-16                  Bible quotations from ESV
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For children on Christmas morning,
there can be a roller coaster of
emotions as they receive a neatly (or
not so neatly!) wrapped package, and
open it to reveal a much-anticipated
new toy or gadget. Following this
peak, then comes the disappointment
in the fine print: ‘Batteries Not
Included’. Then, elation! A forward-
thinking parent has noticed this and
has the correct batteries. Elation
further turns to frustration as the child
must now endure Dad sitting with the
instructions, figuring out how to
assemble the new contraption before
the fun can finally begin. Gift-
receiving can be an exercise in
patience, as the various parts are
compiled and assembled in the
correct order so that playtime can
commence in earnest. The gift by
itself requires power and instruction
to be properly utilised.

Our experience with the Giving God
can mirror this. God, who grants the
gifts of His Son, and His Spirit, also
grants to us the gift of His Word (that
is, His written Word, in the form of
our canon of Scripture). The gift of
the Word is inextricably intertwined
with the gifts of His Son and Spirit,
granted by a wise Father who knows
exactly all the parts, what power
source, and what instructions are
required for His children to live the
‘abundant life’ that He promises.1

The written Word of God, as we
understand it, is a beautiful and yet
powerful gift that we humans have
been granted. The Bible has authors
both known and unknown, ranging
from Hebrew prophets to a musician
king, from a physician to a fisherman,
with a wide range of target audiences
and an even wider range of authorship
dates. From this collection of
writings, a canon of books has
emerged that not only captures key
events and teachings in Judeo-
Christian history, but seeks to discern

in these writings a more profound
element: the breath of God.

Paul, in his writing to Timothy,
communicates the importance of
Scripture in the life of the disciple
and the functioning of the local
church:

All Scripture is breathed out by
God and profitable for teaching,
for reproof, for correction, and
for training in righteousness, that
the man of God may be complete,
equipped for every good work.2

It is important to recognise that Paul
is not saying here that mere written
words should be considered divine
and authoritative because some
council or bishop has declared them
‘canon’ – in fact, it would be more
accurate to say that Paul’s statement
is a test to determine if a writing truly
can be considered ‘Scripture’. Does it
provide training in righteousness?
Can it be used for reproof and
correction? Is it profitable for
teaching? If so, there is also the final
test: was it breathed out by God?

The test of being ‘God-breathed’ is
critical to understanding the authority
of the Word of God. When Jesus

taught during His earthly ministry,
listeners and bystanders recognised
that His teaching was different from
the usual. The people saw that while
Jesus was giving new teaching, and
fulfilling Old Testament prophecies,
they remarked specifically that He
was speaking with authority3 – this is
evidence that the words spoken by
God have divine power, and that
power makes them more useful for
teaching, reproof, correction, and
training in righteousness, than any
human invention.

What makes Scripture so significant
as the written Word of God is not
some magical formulation of letters
and syllables, but instead it is the
authority by which it was spoken.
These words come from God
Himself, and so they demand our
attention and obedience. Why then is
this authoritative instruction a gift?
For the same reason that the crowds
sought out Jesus as one who spoke
with authority: that authority reveals
truth, truth of who we are as sinners4

and truth that Jesus came to save.5

The writer to the Hebrews lays out a
crucial connecting point for us
between the divine authority with
which Jesus spoke and the authority
of Scripture:

Long ago, at many times and in
many ways, God spoke to our
fathers by the prophets.6

These previous revelations were
recorded in the written words of the
various prophets – Isaiah, Jeremiah,
Moses, Samuel, and others. The
writer to the Hebrews clarifies that
this written revelation (i.e. the Old
Testament) was but a partial one:

…but in these last days he has
spoken to us by his Son, whom he
appointed the heir of all things,
through whom also he created the
world.7

The giving God

The Word
Ben Jones, Toronto, Canada

What makes
Scripture so

significant as the
written Word of God
is not some magical

formulation of
letters and syllables,

but instead the
authority by which it

was spoken.
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The clarification of these days as the
‘last days’ implies a finality to this
revelation – the message spoken by
Jesus Christ is the culmination of all
the previous work of the prophets.

We can also see the wisdom in God’s
choice of the written word as the
medium for His message: there is a
permanence and timelessness that
writing imparts, more so than the
spoken word. This is evidenced in
how the re-discovery of the Book of
the Law during the reign of Josiah led
to the revival of the worship of
Yahweh, and a return to the path of
righteousness for the people of Judah
under Josiah’s leadership. Although
Josiah had already begun to seek the
God of David his father in the eighth
year of his reign, the re-discovery of
the Book of the Law was the
necessary catalyst for the nation’s
spiritual revival.8 The fact that the
Law had been written down and
preserved allowed it to be passed
down through a line of evil kings and
pagan worship, and preserved the
opportunity for future obedience to
God’s Word to be restored.

The written Word of God, then,
serves to preserve and provide
permanence to God’s completed
revelation. That which was revealed
through the prophets is recorded for
us in the Old Testament, and the life,

revelation, and teaching of Jesus
Christ is recorded in the New
Testament. Indeed, the natural
extrapolation of Hebrews 1 is that
Jesus Christ is the central figure
throughout all Scripture – He fulfils
the Law9 and is God’s final
messenger.10 Christ is thus the centre
of God’s written Word – how
appropriate then, that John refers to
Him as The Word.11

It is worth noting at this point that the
Bible as Scripture is not authoritative
simply because what we read today
was received verbatim from the
mouth of God – in fact, we all read
translations and interpretations of
copies and copies of the original
letters and books that were divinely
breathed so long ago. And yet the
Bible retains its power as the Word of
God – evidenced by the fact that it
fulfils Paul’s requirements as laid out
to Timothy. This leads us to conclude
that the authority of the Bible as the
Word of God is maintained not purely
by accuracy to the original source, but
also by the continual working and
intervention of the Holy Spirit as He
ensures that this written record
continues to serve the purpose that
God intended.

The Gift of the Word is inseparable
from the Gift of the Son. Jesus Christ
is the central theme to God’s

revelation, and Scripture is the means
by which we learn about His
teaching, His life, and His character.
It is also inseparable from the Gift of
the Spirit: the writer to the Hebrews
reminds us that the Word of God is
not just static words on a page, but is
living and active, sharper than any
two-edged sword, piercing to the
division of soul and of spirit, of joints
and of marrow, and discerning the
thoughts and intentions of the heart.12

As mentioned previously, the Word
of God is not living because of some
magical combination of the words,
but in fact because the Holy Spirit
uses the Word to convey power,
insight and authority that no mere
human prose could hope to match.
Here, then, we see the wonderful
interconnection of three of God’s
great gifts: the Son, the Spirit, the
Word, all working together to
transform sinners and bring them
from death to marvellous life.13

References:
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I’m still getting used to being mindful; now I’m told I
must be ‘woke’. No, it’s not referring to my penchant for
an afternoon nap after again burning the midnight oil!
Being ‘woke’ is American slang for being ‘aware of and
actively attentive to important facts and issues (especially
issues of racial and social justice).’1 It’s also been
described as ‘a cultural push to challenge problematic
norms, systemic injustices and the overall status quo
through complete awareness.’2 Of course, the tragic death
of George Floyd in the US has triggered a fresh impetus
to ‘put things right’. Should we be touching this
phenomenon, even with a 2-metre pole?

Well, Christians’ views differ sharply on this, in terms of
our involvement and impact in societal change. But Jesus’
words about His disciples being the salt of the earth and
the light of the world3 might indicate He expects us to
make a difference to people in the here and now, as well
as eternity – especially bearing in mind how much He
speaks about social justice. In fact, His predecessor, and
previewer of His kingdom’s manifesto, seems a pretty
woke bloke, despite spending so much time offline in the
wilderness!

Part of John the Baptist’s job was helping people to be
kingdom-ready, and he attracted Jew and Gentile
enquirers, asking what they should do to change. His
answers4 indicate he was totally aware of a society which
was full of material inequality, oppression, abuse of
power, and deceit – sound familiar? But isn’t it significant
that the solution he provided started with individual
change – actual actions that dealt with the problem at its
root: a society full of sinning individuals that each needed
to repent and change course?

Pulling down statues and taking potshots at historical
figures might feel satisfying, but ultimately it’s going to
be superficial if we’re not willing to deal with the present,
and what’s inside us as an individual. No amount of
government legislation, well-meaning slogans or boycott
campaigns can change the human heart; but God can. I

want to suggest five things that might help us on what
might be a necessary personal journey:

1. Attention – Can we find time to listen to those
whose marginalized voices we rarely hear, perhaps
because we’re busy enough dealing with stuff in our own
life, or because they don’t inhabit our ‘bubble’?
Unchecked, ignorance becomes arrogance.

2. Education – We need to know what’s really going
on but not rely on short-term social media soundbites.
Today’s headlines are dominated by real, serious issues in
the US, but what about poverty and disease in the
‘developing’ world, or the plight of persecuted Christians
in many countries? And don’t forget that education
involves understanding what the Bible says on hot button
issues – sometimes, and I’m thinking particularly of
‘woke’ issues of gender and sexuality, we’ll find
ourselves swimming against the tide of society’s opinion
and need to do our homework to uphold to God’s
standards, while at the same time showing love, and …

3. Compassion – If we don’t ultimately care for those
suffering inequality and injustice, then nothing’s going to
change.  Some of us are naturally compassionate, others
will need to request extra divine assistance to enlarge our
hearts.

4. Reflection – If our thoughts, words and actions have
fallen short of God’s standards, then we must repent and
resolve to do better. If we’re absolutely honest, things like
casual, stereotypical racism, sexism and ageism, however
unintentional, are very easy traps to fall into. Perhaps
some have sadly even experienced these things in our
local churches and as systemically problematic norms in
our community’s culture. If that is the case, my brothers
and sisters, this should not be.5

5. Action – James’ epistle is very clear that there has to
be action, not just words.6  His example of caring for
orphans and widows in their distress,7 is just what being

attentively aware means in practice.

So, to answer the original question – yes, as
Christians we should be ‘woke’, but in the things that
God Himself is attentively aware of and wants us to
challenge and change in ourselves, before we try to
change others or society. So then let us not sleep, as
others do, but let us keep awake and be sober.8

References: (1) Merriam-Webster Dictionary
(2) Raven Cras, https://blavity.com/what-does-it-
mean-to-be-woke/what-does-it-mean-to-be-
woke?category1=opinion  (3) Mat. 5:13-14  (4) Luke
3:11-14  (5) Jas. 3:10  (6)  Jas. 2:14-26  (7) Jas. 1:27
(8) 1 Thes. 5:6
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Martin Jones, Hamilton, Canada
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Personal story

God will neither leave me nor fail me
An interview with Lorraine McIlree, Belfast, N.Ireland

Tell us about yourself – when did
you become a Christian, and
when were you baptised and
added to a church of God?
I was brought up in a lovely
Christian home and came to know
the Lord Jesus as my Saviour after
attending children’s meetings for a
week at a church very near my
home. I was just seven years of age
and, although I was young, I still
understood that it was essential to
have a personal experience with the
Lord Jesus.

When I was 15, I went with my best
friend to the Scottish Girls’ Camp at
Auchenfoyle, and it was during that
week that we realised baptism was
necessary for further following in the
disciple pathway. Lydia and I were
baptized shortly after camp, and
added to the Church of God in
Belfast.

During my teenage years, and
becoming a young adult, life was
very good and I was happy at
home.

You’ve been through some
difficult experiences – would you
be willing to tell us about these?
The year I was saved (aged 7), my
father was killed in a road accident,
and although I was heart-broken at
Daddy being no longer with us, I
took great comfort from knowing
that he was already in heaven and
one day there would be a wonderful
reunion! As a family, we were taught
this from very early days.

Two weeks after my 21st birthday, I
met a young Scottish man who was
in Northern Ireland on holiday. We
spent each day of that fortnight in
each other’s company. John and I
met in July 1971; we were engaged
August 1971. He ‘popped the
question’ on day three of our
meeting – it was love at first sight!

We were married on 14th June 1972,
right in the middle of Northern
Ireland’s ‘Troubles’, but life truly
was idyllic. In 1973 the company for
whom John worked transferred him
to the Borders area in Scotland, and
it was there that we were especially
happy; we both had superb jobs,
church life was excellent, albeit
slightly remote from other areas, but
all-in-all we knew that God had led
us there. It was an extremely sad day
in 1974 when a friend came to the
hospital where I worked to tell me
that John had been involved in an
accident, and was no longer alive.
Before I met John he had been
seriously ill (with a duodenal ulcer)
and had undergone several stomach
operations. During the time we were
married he attended hospital on a
regular basis and required lots of
medication. I feel God took him to
be with Himself sooner than we as
humans would ever want, saving him
from further physical suffering.
Those were very difficult days, and it
was a long time before I could pray
or read my Bible without breaking
down. For many weeks the only
scripture I could read was Psalm 23,
which is very special even today. I
came back to Northern Ireland to
live with Mum and my sisters, and
work for the same company where
I’d been first employed on leaving
school. Many years later, I was made
redundant and eventually I found
other employment.

In 2017 I was diagnosed as having
cancer. An operation and
radiotherapy were necessary. Both
were successful and I am very
thankful to God for all His wondrous
mercies.

How have these experiences
affected how you live with God
in the present?
God has worked in my life in such a
way that I have become much less

impetuous than before, I feel more
content in waiting for His timing and
the difficult days are made more
bearable when I take each matter to
Him in prayer. Each experience, (my
father’s sudden death, John’s
accident and my own health issues)
have served to speak to me of God’s
wonderful care and protection.
Many years ago, my dear brother-in-
law (Andy) gave me a lovely poem
by Amy Carmichael, ‘In Acceptance
Lieth Peace’. I feel that truly is the
key – God always knows best, and
when we accept what happens
throughout our lives, then we also
find ‘inner peace’.

Do you have any favourite Bible
verses or passages that you have
relied on over the years?
I have many favourite verses of
scripture, all of which emphasise that
God will never leave or fail me, but
probably because of all that I’ve said
above, I would say Psalm 23 is the
one which I claim as ‘mine’.

What does it mean to you to be
part of a local church of God?
I believe that God has placed me in a
church of God and, like the writer of
my favourite scripture, it is my
prayer to dwell in the house of the
Lord all the days of my life here on
earth.
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Philippines, Davao: During the
month of June, door to door
evangelism was difficult as the
advice for every household was to
keep away from strangers, but I was
still able to develop friendship with
40 people who are online customers
of my wife who started in March as
an online food reseller (since she
was not able to operate as a school
teacher). Every time she had a
customer, I volunteered as the
delivery courier. And every time I
handed over an item, I also gave a
Gospel pamphlet. The next time I
returned, we’d have brief
conversation on spiritual things
resulting in meaningful chats with
fifteen of them. Two of them, Loreta
and Rechelle, received the Saviour.
Some are our fellow believers in the
Body, and I was able to share with
them about God’s house. Liticia was
one who showed interest in this.

By all means save some. (1 Cor.
9:22). I continued personal
evangelism with our neighbours
during compulsory stay at home
days. Someone who showed interest
is Evelyn Asuncion from a Filipino
cult. I explained she must believe
Jesus is the Son of God for Him to

become her Saviour. I encouraged
her to accept Him before she went to
sleep that night. She did. Since then,
she’s joined our weekly cottage
prayers.

What a joy when another three of my
neighbours received Christ: Misal,
Milagros and Mina. Praise God that
at the time of writing, we have
baptized Evelyn along with Ricardo,
a previously unsaved husband of a
lady in the Davao church with whom
I had Bible studies. He repented,
accepted the Saviour, and had been
observing the breaking of bread
before lockdown. They were added
on Sunday 9th August since our local
authority has now allowed us to re-
open church services.

Making the most of your time (Eph.
5:16). Since lockdown, I’ve listened
to the daily 6 am radio news. The
radio anchor-man one day read a text
message from six families stranded
here from a distant place. They asked
for food and milk, being unable to
pay their rent for four months under
Covid conditions. After giving rice,
milk and some money for medicines,
I encouraged them from Mat. 6:25-
31, highlighting the Lord’s command

to not be ‘worried’ and highlighting
also about the birds. While still able
to see birds around, it means God
will not abandon us. The people are
sidewalk vendors, belonging to a
Philippines’ cult, and part Muslim.
Their only request was that God’s
Word was shared with them daily if
possible, which I was very delighted
to do on an alternate day schedule
(which must include others). A few
days ago, ten of them accepted the
Saviour and delightedly received
Bibles, amazed at the truth of John
1:12. Set free in lockdown!

Geralde Mag-usara

Mission

No lockdown!
UK, Aberkenfig: At the start of lockdown, we turned to practical
matters, such as offering help to deliver medical prescriptions in
the locality, saving hours for people waiting in a queue. Deliveries

included some notes about our
faith.

We also used Facebook to post
blogs (more than 30 by mid-July)
and evangelical videos (five) plus
many posts for our JAM club kids –
with songs, Bible stories and
activities.

This youth focus is enhanced with a
weekly live online JAM club which
is growing in attendance and will
go some way to replace Summer
Camp.

Tony Jones

Malawi, Mwanakhu: In days to come,
by the grace of God, we may hope to
recognise three adjacent places within
God’s house: Phaloni, Khande and
Chiringa Town. The people there are
mature people, both physically and
spiritually. They already have good
accommodation to meet in and are
supporting themselves financially, with
good prospect for strong elders among
them. Those are the strongest outreaches
we have; each 40 km from the others. In
God’s goodness, the nearby new Church of
God at Mwanakhu is doing well. Teaching
has been given on: being one (John 17:21
Acts 2:41-42); eternal security (John
10:27-29); the church the body of Christ
(all believers, dead or living) and church of
God (those patterned after Acts 2:41-42).

Chididi in Nsanje is also recommended for
planting, as well as Mbenje, where we’ve
been preaching under the tree.

Topesa Issa
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This issue of NT covers, as usual, a wide variety of scriptural subjects
from contributors all over the world; this is possible because the writers all
belong to a community of global extent. This can trace its origins back to
first century Christianity. Paul wrote to the Church of God in Corinth God
is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord.1 Notice that this is a fellowship ‘of…’, not a fellowship
‘with…’ as it is inaccurately translated in some Bible versions. The
Expositor’s Greek Testament puts it: ‘God’s accepted call has brought
the readers … not “into a communion (or partnership) with His Son
Jesus Christ our Lord” … but “into a communion belonging to (and
named after) God’s Son.”’2 Thus the shorthand that we often use of
ourselves is ‘the Fellowship’; we are a community that belongs to
Jesus Christ.

Paradoxically, the coronavirus that has disrupted lives worldwide
has strengthened our sense of community. By videoconferencing
we can see the faces and hear the voices of people we are unlikely
ever to meet, and revisit those we do know but cannot meet in our
own churches. A renewed sense of mutual responsibility has been
engendered; what has been called the ‘me generation’ has come
to realise that,

‘No man is an island entire of itself; every man
is a piece of the continent, a part of the main.’3

Everyone is his ‘brother’s keeper’4 – Christian or not, and tens
of thousands have risen to the responsibility of helping their
neighbours in various ways. This is praiseworthy, but it
offers no assurance for the future.

How can we react? With stoical acceptance? This is
inadequate – stoicism is Christianity without hope. The
early Christians had to withstand both persecution and
poverty, but they had a hope through the promises of
God, and a strength which derived from that hope. We
urge any of our readers who have stepped away from
‘me, me, me’, but no further, to take the step of faith in
Christ who, the apostle Paul wrote, loved me and
gave himself for me.5

References: (1) 1 Cor. 1:9  (2) W.R. Nicoll Ed., The
Expositor’s Greek Testament  (3) John Donne,
Devotions Upon Emergent Occasions and Seuerall
Steps in my Sicknes; Meditation XVII, 1624   (4) Gen.
4:9  (5) Gal. 2:20                Bible quotations from ESV

Contents
3 Walking across the
                        borderlands
4 Isaiah’s Servant Songs
6 Overcoming failure
7 Studying the Bible
8 100 years in Africa
10 Can you help me with this?
11 Problem places
12 The giving God
14 Global impact 2020
15 God answers prayer
16 Remarkable survival

Communications to the editors:

@  editors@neededtruth.info

�c/o Robert Fisher, 31 South Loch Park, Bathgate,
West Lothian, EH48 2QZ  Scotland

� +44 (0)1506 324862

Editorial production team: Robert Fisher, Peter Hickling,
Geoff Hydon, Brian Johnston & Stephen McCabe

Archived issues and new subscriptions available at
  https://churchesofgod.info/publications/nt-archive/

NT Needed Truth

is published quarterly by the Churches of
God in the Fellowship of the Son of God
(www.ChurchesofGod.info) and may be
obtained from
Hayes Press
@  sales@hayespress.org

www.hayespress.org
 The Barn, Flaxlands, Royal Wootton

Bassett, Wiltshire, SN4 8DY   UK
Needed Truth

From the Editors’ desk



3

Walking across the borderlands
David Pattison, Leigh, England

Some years ago I was involved in a piece of
photojournalism exploring the area on the border of the
City of Manchester and Stockport. It’s an area that is now
heavily built up in some places, but retains a lot of its
history, and has some attractive green space (the River
Mersey path, for instance – the river being an historical
boundary between the counties of Lancashire and
Cheshire) which contrasts quite sharply with the
surrounding urban environment.  Sociologists call such
features ‘liminal space’ – places which aren’t clearly
identifiable as belonging to one town or the other, and
which can actually look quite distinct from both.  The
term could just as easily be applied to regional or national
boundaries.

Consider how this liminal space could apply to aspects of
the Christian journey: less about the bureaucrat’s
sometimes arbitrary division of boroughs, and more about
ourselves and our faith – how we can feel that we’re
neither in one place nor the other, spiritual yet still
materialistic.  Such a situation is often seen as typical of
new Christians, but it’s by no means exclusive to them!
The boundary between the old self and the new can be
blurred at times, and like a barrier at others.

Ephesians 2:8-9 gives us all we need to identify ourselves
as saved: our faith and His grace. We don’t need repeated
long-winded acts of penitence to absolve us of our sins, as
the price has already been paid at the cross. Once that is
accepted, although the fact still seems to elude a large
number of the world’s religious believers, and after the
euphoria of the baptism event, we will often face a
significant challenge in our lives which can be a serious
test of our new beliefs, and which may well be rooted in
the people and the circumstances of our pre-Christian
persona. Attempts to drag you back into the lifestyle you
lived before, and which contradict your Christian beliefs,
are a way in which this is frequently manifested.

It’s a familiar satanic strategy – after all, as a confident
new disciple you are now a bigger fish for him to fry.  But
there is no need to fear it; Matthew 4:1-11 tells us how to
acknowledge and deal with Satan’s influence as Jesus did,
and James 1:2-4 assures us that trials, whether
experienced early or late in our Christian life, are
confirmation of God’s interest in, and care for, us.

Where the boundary might be more blurred is in the
everyday. We are warned1 about backsliding to the
principles of this world, but that doesn’t always have to
be in the context of a personal challenge – it may easily
be in those features of this world that we take around with
us all the time because they’re deemed essential
requirements for the 21st century human. Some of these,
like the internet, can be powerful tools in the right hands

– but the sad fact remains that they often fall into the
wrong hands.

For instance, how we treat our Alexa, Facebook account
or Peloton says a lot about ourselves: there is nothing
wrong with carrying on with any of them, or other pre-
existing hobbies and interests, as part of a balanced
lifestyle, which should ideally also comprise things like
sleep and an active social life. The danger is that they
become obsessions which take away from the healthy
balance, and compromise our time for faith-based
activity.

At times like these, it is helpful to step back and consider
what is really important to us and what our priorities
should be. Until Christ is formed in us,2 we will have
struggles of this kind and that is quite normal. The life
that we had as non-Christians might have gone on for
years, and most find they can’t leave it all behind in one
go. We need the courage to step forward with confidence
to the spiritual side of the border, and to say no when
necessary to those still rooted on the other side.

References: (1) Gal. 4:9  (2) Gal. 4:19

Bible quotations from NIV
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There’s certainly a lot to be said for spending the earliest
part of our day in fellowship and communion with the
Lord, through prayer and through His Word. There’s
often a quiet stillness in the early morning that can be so
conducive to experiencing a real sense of the presence of
the Lord.

Not everyone’s a ‘morning person’ of course, but
nevertheless, whatever time it is we get going for the day,
it’s good to spend some of it, at least, in company with
the Lord.

In Mark 1:35, we read that the Lord Jesus got up early in
the morning, even before the dawn, to spend time in
prayer with His Father. Other similar references in the
gospels1 enable us to safely conclude that such was the
everyday practice of the Lord during His time here –
whilst also noting He would sometimes take the time in
the evening as well!2 It’s a wonderful insight to the Lord’s
daily routine that was amazingly predicted in the ‘Servant
Song’ of Isaiah chapter 50, hundreds of years earlier, that
so clearly relates to the Lord in His humanity:

The LORD GOD has given Me the tongue of disciples,
that I may know how to sustain the weary one with a

word.
He awakens Me morning by morning,

He awakens My ear to listen as a disciple.3

The Lord Jesus was clearly in constant communion with
His Father, and yet we see that He made a point of taking
specific time out on a daily basis to be in His Father’s
company. When we appreciate that the Lord was a busy
man in all His earthly ministry, accomplishing so much
more than is actually recorded in the gospels,4 yet still
carving out that vitally important time each day with His
Father, we can see how vitally important it is for us also,
despite the busyness of our lives, to similarly carve out
daily ‘quiet time’.

In this remarkable verse from Isaiah, we can also see that,
even for the Lord Jesus, there was a ‘learning’ purpose in
the times He spent in communion with the Lord God. The
Lord Jesus spoke about being taught by His Father5 and
that all that He spoke was from the Father, the teaching of
God Himself.6 The sense of it is more along the lines of
the ready attentiveness to hearing from His Father, God,
rather than learning things He didn’t already know.

Having then heard from His Father, the Lord was renewed
in His ability to speak the word of God to those who
would hear Him, who would follow Him as disciples.
How important it is for us also to have attentive ears,
ready to truly hear what the Lord would say to us for the
day, through our prayers and through His Word. As we

Isaiah’s Servant Songs

Isaiah 50:4-9
Craig Jones, Toronto, Canada
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learn of Him, we can also encourage others; be the word
of uplift and renewal for those who may be weary along
the disciple pathway.

One of the most difficult things the Lord did have to
‘learn’ was the cost of obedience to the will of His
Father.7 That wasn’t something He could learn remotely,
but He had to come here to experience firsthand what it
meant to be truly obedient to the divine purpose and will
of God the Father for our salvation: becoming obedient
even to the death of the cross.8 It was an obedience that
led Him into terrible physical suffering and, even more
agonizing, spiritual suffering, witnessed so powerfully
and sombrely through His experience in Gethsemane.9
We can only imagine the courage of the Lord to endure
such anguish, knowing all the time the suffering that was
coming, and knowing exactly what He would have to go
through.10 And this ‘Servant Song’ of Isaiah 50:5 simply
yet profoundly expressed it all those years before,

And I was not disobedient
Nor did I turn back.

What supreme courage, dedication and determination the
Lord Jesus demonstrated to doing His Father’s will, and
towards each one of us.

Indeed, it was as the writer to the Hebrews expressed it of
the Lord: who for the joy set before Him endured the
cross, despising the shame.11 That obedient endurance
was also remarkably expressed through Isaiah:

I gave My back to those who strike Me,
and My cheeks to those who pluck out the beard;
I did not cover My face from humiliation and

spitting.12

– the fulfilment of which is simply yet painfully told in
the gospel accounts.13 We bow in awe and wonder at the
restraint of God the Father, allowing mere men to inflict
such terrible abuse upon the beloved Son whom He dearly
loved. We often reflect on it in the words of that lovely
song ‘How Deep The Father’s Love’, which expresses

‘How great the pain of searing loss –
The Father turns His face away,
As wounds which mar the Chosen One
Bring many sons to glory.’14

Despite the dreadfulness of His experience and the
suffering and forsakenness that He endured, the Lord
Jesus knew that victory and vindication would triumph

through it all. He knew that His God and Father would be
with Him.15 He knew that the outcome would be
supremely honouring and glorifying to God.16

Once again, Isaiah’s ‘Servant Song’ anticipated the
divinely ordained outcome of the Servant’s obedience and
confidence:

For the Lord God helps Me,
Therefore, I am not disgraced;
Therefore, I have set My face like flint,
And I know that I will not be ashamed.
He who vindicates Me is near;
Who will contend with Me?
Let us stand up to each other;
Who has a case against Me?
Let him draw near to Me.
Behold, the Lord God helps Me;
Who is he who condemns Me?
Behold, they will all wear out like a garment;
The moth will eat them.17

That supreme victory, vindication and glory of the
triumph of the Lord is a tremendous source of confidence
and encouragement for us also. It’s surely what led Paul,
through the Holy Spirit, to write these eternally
triumphant words,

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for
us, who is against us? He who did not spare His own
Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not
also with Him freely give us all things? Who will bring
a charge against God’s elect? God is the one who
justifies; who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus
is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at
the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. Who
will separate us from the love of Christ? Will
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or peril, or sword? Just as it is written,
“For Your sake we are being put to death all day long;
we were considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” But
in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through
Him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor
height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be
able to separate us from the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.18

Now that’s a song worth singing!

References: (1) Luke 21:38; John 8:2  (2) Luke 21:37
(3) Is. 50:4  (4) John 21:25  (5) John 5:30; 7:16-17; 8:28
(6) John 14:24  (7) Heb. 5:8  (8) Phil. 2:8  (9) Luke 22:41-
44  (10)  Mark 8:31; Luke 12:50  (11) Heb. 12:2  (12) Is.
50:6 (13) Mat. 26:67; Mark 15:15, 19  (14) Stuart
Townend  (15) John 16:32  (16) John 17:1-5  (17) Is.
50:7-9  (18) Rom. 8:31-39

Bible quotations from NASB

What supreme courage,
dedication and determination
the Lord Jesus demonstrated
to doing His Father’s will.
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Overcoming failure
Brian Johnston, Leigh, England

King Ahab ruled over the ten tribes in the north of Israel.
He wasn’t a good king, nor even a good man. Before this
king, the prophet Elijah, at God’s command, pronounced
that there’d be no rainfall for over three years.

For his protection, God then sent Elijah into hiding: first
by a brook, then to lodge with a widow and her son.
After three years, he stood before King Ahab again.
Following Elijah’s instruction, the king agreed to a
showdown on Mount Carmel. The prophets of Israel’s
pagan idols – that the king’s wife Jezebel favoured –
would prepare a sacrifice and so would Elijah. The god
who answered by fire would be seen as the true God. The
prophets of the false gods tried first – without success.
Then fire from heaven fell and consumed Elijah’s
offering to Yahweh.1

Elijah personally executed hundreds of false prophets
there and then, and told King Ahab to get home before
the rains came. What an adrenaline rush it must all have
been! But then events take an unexpected turn. Jezebel
sends a death threat to Elijah that has him running for his
life. Strange that he should react like this. Was it
something brought on by stress and physical exhaustion –
burnout, perhaps?

We’re startled that an energetic worker for God should
express feelings of failure. Anyone can be vulnerable
after a victory. And this was no ordinary victory, but one
he might have imagined would lead to a mass revival.
Instead, this has happened. Elijah is disillusioned. He
makes a foolish comparison: seeing himself as no more
successful than his forefathers when it comes to ending
Baal worship.

God waited until Elijah was rested and had eaten before
confronting him: “What are you doing here, Elijah?”
Although God didn’t initiate it, He’d overruled the
journey through a desert, headed for Mount Sinai. God
would have Elijah relearn the lessons Israel as a nation
were meant to have learnt. Elijah spends 40 days in the
desert, reflecting the 40 years Israel travelled through

another desert to reach the same destination. Like them,
Elijah is sustained by the food of angels from heaven.
Israel’s journey had been designed to humble them.2 It
probably functions in a similar way as a reminder of
Elijah’s need for dependence on God. When Elijah
arrives at his destination, he’s encouraged to ventilate his
feelings: “I have been very zealous for the LORD … the
sons of Israel have forsaken Your covenant … I alone am
left; and they seek my life.”3

Elijah wasn’t being realistic. He certainly knew about a
man called Obadiah, who’d told him about 100 faithful
prophets whom he’d hidden.4 Despite knowing that,
Elijah feels an isolated failure.

Once at Horeb, Elijah witnesses similar signs of God’s
power to those Moses had seen on that same mountain
hundreds of years before. But at the end of it, Elijah still
felt the same way about himself because he returns the
same answer as previously when God repeats the
question. After the display of God’s power in the wind,
earthquake and fire, Elijah had evidently gone back into
the cave until he heard that sound of gentle blowing –
which attracted his attention and brought him back out to
the mouth of the cave.

Might this gentle noise indicate that God doesn’t always
work in the same spectacular way? How God worked for
Moses isn’t necessarily how he’s going to work for
others. We should avoid making unwise comparisons of
the type Elijah made when he compared himself
unfavourably with his forefathers who – like him – had
failed to put a stop to Baal worship.

God will now seemingly use Elijah in gentler ways, seen
in the fact he only carried out the third of his three newly
appointed tasks5 directly, since the other two were
performed indirectly by others.6 These men whom he
was asked to anoint would complete the task of
eradicating Baal worship. In God’s bigger plan, Elijah
was a link in the chain. We can load too much
responsibility on our own shoulders.

Finally, God addresses Elijah’s feeling of isolation, by
reassuring him that – contrary to his feelings – he’s not
alone; far from it (there were 7,000 besides him7). How
good it is to know that when we feel like a failure, God
whispers softly and reassuringly, “You’re not alone, not
even finished. I’ve got things for you to do. It may not be
anything showy. Please don’t compare yourself with
others. You’re a part of a bigger picture and results may
not be instant, but I do need you to take care of yourself.”

References: (1)  1 Kin. 18:38  (2) Deut. 8:2-3  (3) 1 Kin.
19:10 NASB  (4) 1 Kin. 18:13  (5) 1 Kin. 18:15-17
(6) see 2 Kin. 8:7; 9:1  (7) 1 Kin. 19:18
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In Ecclesiastes, the Preacher warns us to focus on the
words of the wise collected in Scripture:

My son, beware of anything beyond these.
Of making many books there is no end, and much

study is a weariness of the flesh.1

Nevertheless, we need to dig into the Scriptures
themselves to get a closer understanding of what they
mean. The books that form our Bibles were written long
ago in languages most of us cannot read, in cultures very
different from our own. We need as much help as we can
with this, and certain books on our shelves help us
enormously in getting a deeper appreciation of what is
written.

Daily Bible reading plan
In order to live in a purposeful way pleasing to God, we
need to build up a picture of God and His purposes. Only
studying the Word of God can provide this. In turn, we
can only do this if we are thoroughly familiar with it and
not just with our favourite texts. Personally, I would
recommend using a daily reading plan such as that at the
bottom of the Golden Bells calendar that allows you to
read the Bible from cover to cover in a year as a
prerequisite to serious study of the Bible.

Cross references
Some Bibles have small letters that appear above certain
words or phrases. These refer to references, usually in the
centre column, to other verses that use similar
expressions or discuss related ideas. This can be a good
starting point for further study.

Commentaries
These provide the author’s thoughts on the passage you
are reading. They may come in the form of notes in a
study Bible or as a separate book. It’s always worth
looking at a range of views, but we must always measure
them against what the Scriptures themselves say. Even
the best authors are human beings with their own
doctrinal position and the comments will reflect this.

Concordances, lexicons and Bible dictionaries
A concordance is a list of modern language words used
in Bible translations. Get one that is ‘exhaustive’ (not
exhausting!), which means that it includes every time
each word is used. Of the classics, Young’s Analytical
Concordance breaks them down into the Hebrew and
Greek words that stand behind each one (sometimes, for
example, one English word might translate several Greek
words). Strong’s gives every word in the original

languages a number and allows you to see a working
definition of that word. These can be useful with a
lexicon, a list of words in alphabetical order in the
original languages. More accessible perhaps is an
Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, of
which a classic example is by W. E. Vine, with its
modern counterpart by Bill Mounce2, which allows you
to look up the English words in our Bibles, but defines
each of the several Greek words that these translate. Note
that this is different from other kinds of Bible
dictionaries that provide information on each of the
English words used in the Bible, often including names
of people and places. These can be useful too, providing
all sorts of fascinating background about the world of the
Bible and the things mentioned in it. When used with a
Bible atlas, we can understand things that would have
been obvious to the original readers, who lived in that
world, but aren’t so obvious to us.

Many computer programmes and websites allow you to
compare multiple translations of the Bible and link
straight to a concordance and lexicon. One of the editors
of NT (and a very good friend) gave me a laptop with
such a programme on it several years ago and I use it
many times every day. Such tools help us to see links
between words that are invisible in translations.

Interlinear Bibles and Greek grammar
The above tools help us to know the vocabulary used in
the text. Sometimes, however, meaning can be clarified
by knowing which tense is being used or what adjectives
agree with each noun. For those who have learned
something of these languages, an interlinear Bible has the
modern language on one page and the Greek on the page
opposite, and various books on Greek Grammar can help.

The sharpest tool for studying the Word of God,
however, is a heart that is willing to obey what it
contains. We must always remember the purpose of our
study – to know Christ better. If our study has become a
mere academic hobby, the Lord reminds us, as He did the
Jews of His own time:

“You search the Scriptures because you think that in
them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear
witness about me…”3

References: (1) Eccles. 12:12  (2) William D. Mounce,
Mounce’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New
Testament Words  (3) John 5:39  Bible quotations from ESV

Studying the Bible

Analytical tools
Karl Smith, Kirkintilloch, Scotland
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The problem of indigenous idolatry and
competing religions
In this article, we revisit the Christian mission in Nigeria,
this time with a view to examining the spiritual opposition
and the problem of indigenous idolatry and competing
religions. These evidence the truth of Ephesians 6:10-12.

David Livingstone from Scotland was one of the early
Christian missionaries who came to work among the
African people. Arriving in 1840, he was an explorer
whose determination was to open the entire continent of
Africa to the Gospel and to eliminate the evil slave trade.
The 19th century was a time of great missionary pioneers
and church planters.

Mary Mitchell Slessor (1848-1915) was another great
Scottish missionary to Nigeria. Primary school children in
their history or social studies learn about her. She studied
Efik, a local language and taught the people. This nurse
from Aberdeen was known for her support of women’s
rights and for rescuing children from infanticide.

Christianity was successfully planted on September 24,
1842, in Badagry, Nigeria, by a Rev. Thomas Birch
Freeman. His work had been preceded by Augustinian
and Capuchin monks from Portugal in the 15th century.
However, Islam and traditional religions were well
established and posed a threat to the expansion of
missionary work. Later our missionaries would plant the
Church of God in Akarakumo in 1930, seven miles away
from Badagry.

One could say the churches of God missionary work
began with Tom Wallace of Barrow-in-Furness, England.
Writing about Tom Wallace, J.J. Park in his book1 said,
‘what he found of ignorance of
the Lord and the practice of
idolatry deeply exercised him so
that he wrote home with touching
accounts of the need for gospel
outreach. These appeals found
response in hearts of UK
brethren’. As previously
reviewed, on Saturday 13th
March 1920 a special farewell
was held in Liverpool to
commend the brethren and sisters
who were about to depart to
Nigeria, namely Mr & Mrs E
Matthew, Mr & Mrs JPA Taylor
and Mr WCT Terrell sometimes
referred to as the ‘Big Five’ or
more often now as ‘the UK5’.

Health care
The health condition of the Nigerian people before the
arrival of Church of God missionaries was deplorable.
There was no known cure for some deadly diseases, such
as smallpox, tuberculosis, guinea worm, tetanus and
malaria. Two lady missionaries who came were
professional nurses.

Lucy Griffin (1894-1983) brought healthcare and the
gospel to the indigenous idolaters. She worked alongside
George Stockwell, Rice Horne and Willie Stewart. In one
of her letters, she said, ‘Idol worship and Devil worship
abound and is always accompanied by disease and filth
and evil and cruel practices.’ Yet they took shifts in
dressing wounds every morning and preaching in the
evening.

Mary McClymont (1922-2000) took a placement in the
University of Ibadan, Nigeria. One objective was to build
nursing capacity in Nigeria. Mary’s role was to promote
maternal and child health and to provide home visiting
service for patients and teach nurses and medical students
the principles of public healthcare and illness prevention.
She realized that infanticide was often practised when
twins were born and she provided healthcare for the twins
and their mothers.

Indigenous traditional religion
When the missionaries arrived in Nigeria, as the Apostle
Paul did in Athens,2 they were shocked by the idolatry of
the day. These religious systems include an emphasis on
ancestor worship and veneration of primordial spirits, the
supernatural entities believed to inhabit a particular locale
and are embodied in its geographical and natural features.

Our early missionaries who
worked among the Ogu, or Egun,
people of the coastal town of
Badagry, Nigeria, encountered the
Zangbeto masquerades.
Traditionally, the Zangbetos were
the policemen in the village,
forming a secret society. When
they were out in session at night,
no female or uninitiated male was
allowed to be outside the home.
They are said to have magical
abilities, such as swallowing
splinters of glass without coming
to any harm and scaring away
witches. In a trance, the Zangbeto
are said to evoke a power that

100 years in Africa

Countering spiritual opposition
From submissions by Mark Imoukhuede & Eric Sampou, Nigeria

Lucy Griffin with Grace Nipper
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inhabited the earth long before the appearance of man and
provide a source of wisdom and continuity for the people.
Two of our churches, Akarakumoh and Ajara, are located
among the Egun people. These Zangbetos were often
disruptive when an open-air gospel meeting was going on.
They created fear in the community and could not tolerate
the fearlessness of the Christians particularly the
Nigerians who were once worshippers.3 Living in the
same community with devotees, a way to win them for
Christ was to live out the Word of God in love, while
making the Bible available.

The Egungun, (egúngún with proper Yorùbá language
tone marks) refers to all types of Yoruba masquerades or
masked, costumed figures. Our early missionaries worked
among the Yorubas, and our churches around Ibadan are
among the Yorubas. Education has helped tremendously
to change the mindset of the younger generation. Now
they know that Egungun are human beings and not spirits
from above.

There are household gods and deities. Ifá is a Yoruba
religion and system of divination. Its literary corpus is the
Odu Ifá. Ifá is practised throughout West Africa. The
Apostle John writes: Little children, keep yourselves from
idols,4 and Paul so accurately records: Now the Spirit
expressly says that in latter times some will depart from
the faith by devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and
teachings of demons.5

Ever since Christianity first came into contact with
traditional religion, there has always been a sharp conflict.
My (Mark) father was a Babalawo before his conversion
to Christianity in 1994. Sometimes we were expected to
eat soup prepared with the blood of the goat being offered
in sacrifice to the gods and spirits. We resisted and that
often cost us a lot. Thank God for the counsel and Bible
studies with ‘Uncle’ Willie Stewart (a later Scottish
Fellowship missionary) that enabled us to handle this
opposition to the Word of God.

Mark writes: One good thing for which we were thankful
to God was our father’s love for education. One of my
senior sisters went to a missionary Christian School where
she learnt about Christ. The Church of God Sunday
school was not far from our home. Nine of his children
have now been saved and added to the church of God.
After we got saved, our Christian testimony made it
possible for us to share the way of salvation with our
father who then turned to God from idols to serve the
living and true God.6

Islam
Arriving earlier in Nigeria, around the 11th century, Islam
fought hard to resist the spread of Christianity that only
arrived about eight centuries later. It was a challenge for
territorial control. Nigeria was unified in 1914, about a
decade after the British defeat of the Islamic states that
constituted much of Northern Nigeria. Since the early
missionaries came from Britain, everything the British
introduced became a ‘haram’, meaning forbidden or

proscribed by the Islamic Law. That animosity has
continued until today.

Nigeria is today primarily divided between two dominant
religions, namely Islam and Christianity. The Muslim
religion has no belief in the deity of Christ. It has no
interest in the eternal sonship of Christ. It does not believe
in the atonement of grace; neither does it believe in
Christ’s resurrection. It persecutes adherents who get
converted into Christianity. Their Jihadists are trained to
cause riots and kill infidels. It is their ambition to create
an Islamic State in Nigeria. With the introduction of the
Sharia penal law in some States in Northern Nigeria, the
violence of non-Muslims has increased. Christians have
been killed and property burnt.

Charismaticism
With the advent of military rule in Nigeria and the rise of
the perplexing problem of poverty, charismatic Christian
groups started to tell people what they wanted to hear.
They began to preach the prosperity gospel and speaking
in tongues; they claim to heal and to prophesy.

Our missionary brethren had encountered different groups
of Christians, Anglicans, Catholics, Baptists, Methodists
and the Pentecostals, and placed value on the doctrines of
the Bible: the Remembrance and the worship of God, the
election of grace, the sovereignty of God, baptism in
water, sanctification, excommunication, the house of God,
the kingdom of God, the holy and royal priesthood
service etc. These are the doctrines that have caused the
ecclesiastical separation.

Following in the footsteps of the early missionaries of the
Churches of God, in our centenary year and perhaps
beyond until the return of our Lord Jesus Christ, our focus
is to intensify the preaching of the Gospel.7 We are
blessed to be living in an age of technological
advancements with radio, television and the internet. All
these have become tools through which more people are
reached with little or no physical contact, thus reducing
the risk of physical attack by those who oppose. Our
Fellowship Outreach Committee has recorded
encouraging results in this area of work leading to
planting of churches of God.
References: (1) Park, JJ, The Churches of God, their origin and
development in the 20th century  (2) Acts 17:22-23  (3) 2 Tim.
1:7  (4) 1 John 5:21  (5) 1 Tim. 4:1  (6) 1 Thes. 1:9  (7) 2 Tim.
4:2                                                     Bible quotations from ESV
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In Acts 9:2 and Acts 22:4 believers are termed,
‘the Way’. Why don’t those in churches of God
today instead call themselves by that name?
A reasonable answer would be, it is because the name
‘churches of God’ seems to have been the usual choice of
the Apostles, recorded in the Bible, and best describes
local gatherings of disciples. The Way is only used
similarly in just three chapters in Acts1, whereas ‘church’,
or ‘churches’, occurs well over 100 times, appearing in
most New Testament books, right through to Revelation.
A second aspect is that in New Testament times ‘the
Way’ seems to have mainly been what unbelievers called
followers of Christ. However, we should not dismiss the
question too lightly, since it raises some important issues.

First, we should ask if there were in early times two
different groups, one called ‘the Way’ and another ‘the
churches of God’? The answer to that would seem to be
clear: they described exactly the same people. A
comparison of Acts 8:3, Gal.1:13 and Acts 9:2 leaves
little room for doubt. Paul did not have the problem we
experience today, of multiple denominations causing
confusion; he normally used the unqualified term ‘the
church’2 and everyone knew who he meant in any
particular location.

Why then were the same people called both ‘the church’
and ‘the Way’? Is there something to be learned about
distinctive meanings of these words? Anyone looking up
‘church’ in the original language of the New Testament
should reach the conclusion: church (Gk: ekklésia) means
‘called out from’, and thus an assembly of called out
people. In its early uses, it applied to people who, as Jews,
had to make the toughest decision about Jesus: to
recognize He was indeed Messiah, “… the Christ, the Son
of the living God”.3 They were then baptized to evidence
they had, so to speak, changed sides from being formerly
followers of Moses to being disciples of Christ. After
being called out from their previous religious association
they became numbered with fellow believers in the new
‘church’. This process is very evident in Acts 2:36-42.
Subsequently, Gentiles too left their idolatry and
worldliness and were ‘called out’ of all that, to be part of
this new church.4 The ‘church of God’ that Paul
persecuted was a very visible, tangible reality, with
known meeting places.5

What can we learn, then, regarding why people in a
church of God formed part of what was termed by some
‘the Way’? At first sight, that name also has attractive
features. ‘The way of the Lord’ had been a quite frequent
Old Testament expression.6 Thus expanded, it occurs also
in Acts 18:25-26 i.e., ‘the way of the Lord’, and ‘the way
of God’. And Peter refers to the ‘way of truth’.7

Fundamentally, the Lord Jesus Christ said He is “the
way”,8 speaking in context of a believer’s access to the
Father’s house. And of special interest is the spiritual
truth of God’s provision of a ‘way into the holies’ in
heaven for His gathered people to draw near to Him.9
Notwithstanding these appealing lines of truth, it seems
most likely that in Acts, the term ‘the Way’ was not
always reflecting such biblical uses. Rather, it resulted
simply from disciples of Christ in churches of God
becoming noticeably different in their activities and their
dedication to following their new leader; they were going
a different way. To Jews who stood in obstinate and
perhaps ignorant denial of this new movement’s claims,
they were a segment of the Jews who had become a force
to be recognized, and opposed. The first use of ‘the Way’
to describe disciples of Christ10 occurs while the new
movement was still Jewish, before there were any
Gentiles in the churches of God. Most of Paul’s later uses
of the term are in the context of a Jewish audience. Even
in Acts 19:23, though we find idol-worshipping Gentiles
using the term, they are doing so in opposition to those
they see as Jews.11 The Way was evidently not used by
the Apostles as a preferred alternative name for the
churches of God.

Our conclusion is the term ‘churches of God’ is biblical
and meaningful, equally relevant to Jewish and Gentile
Christian gatherings.

References: (1) Acts 19:9,23; 24:14,22 in addition to the
references already noted  (2) Phil. 3:6  (3) Mat. 16:16
NKJV  (4)  Eph. 2:11-13; Acts 11:1-18; 1 Thes. 1:9-10
Much more could be said about the different uses of the
term ‘church’, and as we read through the New Testament
it becomes increasingly clear that the term ‘church of
God’ has a tighter definition, and a distinctly localized
one, compared to the ‘the church, which is His body’ used
in reference to the spiritual standing of all born-again
believers.  (5) Acts 8:3; 20:20  (6) e.g. Jdgs. 2:22; Prov.
10:29; Is. 40:3; Jer. 5:5  (7) 2 Pet. 2:2  (8) John 14:6
(9) Heb. 9:8  (10) Acts 9:2  (11) Acts 19:34

Can you help me with this?
Geoff Hydon, Mount Forest, Canada
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Problem places

Egypt
Stephen Hickling, Birmingham, England

Land of slavery or land of
prosperity?
In the Pentateuch, and also in the
Prophets, Egypt is commonly
designated the land of slavery1 and,
perhaps, slavery is the problem that
we would most readily associate
with that land. For the Jews, the
annual commemoration of the
Exodus in the feasts of Unleavened
Bread and Passover would surely
bring to mind the 430 years of
servitude that their ancestors endured
at the hands of the Egyptians.

But Egypt was also a land of plenty,
a refuge in times of famine, and a
place where the sons of Jacob
experienced something of the
covenant promises made to their
fathers – they were fruitful
(experiencing material prosperity)
and increased in number there.
Indeed, it was in the incubator of
Egypt, carefully segregated in the
district of Goshen,2 that God made
Jacob into a great nation: twelve
sons went down to Egypt, a family
numbering 70 in all;3 twelve tribes
emerged in the Exodus, a nation
numbering in the millions! God
would later renew the promise of
fruitfulness and numerical increase
to His covenant people4 in
connection with their occupation of
the land of promise. But long before
they came to Sinai, in Egypt, the
land of their slavery, God began to
fulfil His promise to make them a
nation as innumerable as the sand on
the seashore.

Brought in to be brought out
When Israel arrived at Sinai, God
revealed Himself to them as their
great redeemer: the one who, by
mighty hand and outstretched arm,
had brought them out of Egypt, out
of the land of slavery.5

Such is the significance of their
deliverance out of Egypt, we
might easily miss the fact that it
was by the hand of divine
providence that they were first
brought into Egypt. Joseph’s
insight is instructive in this
regard; he grasped that it was
ultimately God, not his brothers,
who had brought him to that
land.6

We might ask why God would
bring His chosen ones to a place
where they would be enslaved
and oppressed? Surely the
answer, in part, was that God
would have opportunity to glorify
Himself as their deliverer and
that, in their release from Egypt’s
chains and its idolatry,7 there would
be the instructive power to teach,
both them and us, of the necessity of
deliverance from captivity to sin.

For he has rescued us from the
dominion of darkness and
brought us into the kingdom of
the Son he loves.8

Murmuring
Perhaps the real problem with Egypt,
then, lies not in the fact that it was
the land of slavery and idolatry, but
in Israel’s failure to remember it as
such!

Egypt, with all its affluence, set up
the period of wilderness testing that
followed Israel’s deliverance from
captivity. Stripped of material
comforts, would God’s people love
the Lord their God for Himself
alone? Having been brought out of
Egypt, they were never to go back.9
Sadly, we know they repeatedly
failed the tests, fondly remembering
Egypt as a land flowing with milk
and honey,10 and murmuring against
Moses and against the Lord.

How thankful we should be that
God’s unique Son succeeded where

Israel failed. He too was preserved in
Egypt before being called out to face
wilderness trials, through which He
demonstrated true love for God with
all His heart, soul and strength.11

How sad if we, whose eyes have
been opened to a greater redemption
by far than Israel knew, were to long
for the land of our affliction12 and
desire it even above the God who has
brought us to Himself.

References: (1) At least fifteen times,
e.g. Ex.13:3  (2) Segregation was a
feature of Egyptian society, quite
unlike the intermingling that was
characteristic of the land of Canaan.
It was, no doubt, used by God to
further the growth of his chosen
people at this formative phase in
their development.  (3) Acts 7:14 (75
including Joseph’s family in Egypt)
(4) Gen. 15:5; 22:15-18; Lev. 26:9;
Heb. 11:12  (5) Mic. 6:4  (6) Gen.
45:8; 46:3; 50:20  (7) e.g. Ezek.
20:6-8  (8) Col. 1:13  (9) Deut.
17:16; 28:68  (10) Num. 16:13
(11) Mat. 2:15; 22:36-39; Deut.6:5;
8:2  (12) Gen. 41:52; 1 Cor. 10:1-11
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The purpose of the Holy Spirit
In the gospel accounts and the Acts of
the Apostles we see the Holy Spirit
being given as a gift to those who
profess their belief in the Lord Jesus
Christ, as the Lord had foretold in the
upper room discourse: “And I will ask
the Father, and he will give you
another Helper, to be with you
forever”.1 The purpose of this being
that the disciples of Jesus might have
their function changed into being His
witnesses.2

Their role as disciples had been to
attach themselves to the Lord Jesus,
literally following Him as He
travelled; now they were to go out
into the world in every direction,
speaking of Him independently.
Except, not independently – there is
no sense in which they were to take
up what had been taught them and to
start forging their own truth out of it,
relying on their own skills of
interpretation and public speaking to
gain an audience. Rather, that sense
of complete dependence and
subjection that they knew as disciples
was to be retained completely, but
without the physical presence of the
Lord Jesus. Therefore, the Holy Spirit
was given to help with that
discipline.3

The unity of the Holy Spirit
But there was another aspect of the
gift of the Holy Spirit that was useful
at the dawn of the New Testament
era: it was not just those who had
been disciples of Jesus during His
earthly ministry who would receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit, but all who
believed in the name of Jesus Christ
for the forgiveness of sins.4 This had
initially been seen in the Jews who
had gathered in Jerusalem and heard
Peter’s teaching there, but was also
then obviously seen in the Gentiles
and those who believed in God in
other nations.5 While the idea that the

call of God to salvation is made
indiscriminately of ethnicity is basic
to us today, it was a major point of
contention to that first generation of
Christians, that had to be repeatedly
addressed. For Peter, it was seeing the
gift of the Holy Spirit being given to
Gentiles that clinched the argument
for good.6 Likewise, Paul talks of the
‘unity of the Spirit’, because there is
‘one body and one Spirit’,7 with the
effect that all who believe (and
therefore receive the gift of the Sprit)
are brought together into the singular
‘church the body’. The question of
the differences between Jewish and
Gentile believers was settled by the
gift of the Spirit: given equally to
both, there is no difference between
the two.8

Sealed with the Holy Spirit
One other doctrine that is confirmed
by the gift of the Spirit is that of our
eternal security. This can be simply
demonstrated from Paul’s letter to the
Ephesians: In him you also, when you
heard the word of truth, the gospel of
your salvation, and believed in him,
were sealed with the promised Holy
Spirit, who is the guarantee of our
inheritance until we acquire
possession of it, to the praise of his
glory.9 The confirmation that this

relates to a future day is given in
chapter 4,10 and so the gift of the
Spirit is a wonderful reassurance that
the promise of deliverance that we
have received from Christ is
guaranteed.

The Spirit gives to us
But while we’ve been focusing so far
on the giving of the Holy Spirit to a
Christian believer, the Holy Spirit is
fully God, and therefore has the same
giving attribute of character. Indeed,
one of the earliest mentions of His
work in the New Testament is in His
giving to enable the witnessing work
of the disciples: “the Holy Spirit will
teach you in that very hour what you
ought to say.”11 The giving that
enables preaching is continued, not
just for the apostles, but for all those
who preach the gospel – both in the
words to preach and the bold manner
required.12

The giving of truth
That sense of complete subjection to
Christ’s teaching that we mentioned
initially (instead of individual
interpretation) is again something
enabled by the gifts given to us by the
Holy Spirit: He gives guidance by
means of our conscience. Paul could
justify the teaching that he had
written to the Romans because it
came by the Holy Spirit: I am
speaking the truth in Christ – I am
not lying; my conscience bears me
witness in the Holy Spirit.13 The
writer to the Hebrews similarly
speaks about the interpreting of what
has been written also,14 proving the
Holy Spirit’s complete involvement
in the revealing of Christ to those
who believe.15 Finally, Paul also
considers the totality of the revealed
truth that has come to us, ‘the pattern
of sound words’ (or teaching), as a
gift that has been entrusted to us,
which we are to guard by the power
of the Holy Spirit.16

The giving God

The Spirit
Michael Johnston, Kirkintilloch, Scotland

That sense of
complete dependence

and subjection that
they knew as

disciples was to be
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but without the
physical presence of

the Lord Jesus.
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The giving of gifts
In 1 Corinthians 12, Paul deals with
several of the other gifts given to us,
and while he’s emphasising the
equality of the gifts in terms of status,
he makes it abundantly clear that
they’re all coming from the Holy
Spirit, the singular person given to the
many believers in the church the body
of Christ. Peter calls this giving
God’s varied grace, and reminds us
of the end goal that in everything God
may be glorified through Jesus
Christ.17 We should be completely
unsurprised at how well that ties in
with the purpose of the gift of the
Holy Spirit of enabling a disciple
lifestyle without the presence of the
Lord Jesus: the gifts that are to be
used in ministering to one another are
indeed ways that will affirm our
discipleship, because we are engaged
in loving one another.18

Filled with the Holy Spirit
There are points in the Acts where
there are special occurrences of the
activity of the Holy Spirit where a

person is very much ‘taken up in the
moment’ and does something that
they’d perhaps not have done under
ordinary circumstances. The earliest
instances of the preaching of the
apostles are marked by this, as is
Paul’s conflict with Elymas the
magician and Stephen’s testimony
before his death.19 Reading this, we
might be given to the idea that the
Spirit appears temporarily to aid
someone as He did for Samson,20 and
we might even think that this is
therefore an experience that has been
left behind along with the miracles
that marked the divine origin of New
Testament teaching. However, this is
not the case. Stephen is a good
example because, long before his
dramatic trial, he was a man full of
faith and the Holy Spirit.21 From this
reference to everyday life, we can
remain confident that the gift of the
Holy Spirit does not come and go,
and that our salvation in Christ is
continually guaranteed.

It does highlight the fact that the
measure to which the Holy Spirit is
driving matters in a person’s life is
subject to fluctuations: even Peter,
given the permanent presence of the
Holy Spirit and having experienced
so many of these ‘heights’ of
experience, was capable of forgetting
what he had learned and becoming
fearful again, needing to be

reprimanded during his visit to
Antioch for fearing the judgement of
the Jews there.22 Therefore Paul
exhorts the Ephesians: understand
what the will of the Lord is ... be filled
with the Spirit ... submitting to one
another out of reverence for Christ.23

Consciously engaging in the activities
of Bible Study and prayer that the
Holy Spirit elevates, brings us into
line with His purpose in enabling our
dependence on and subjection to
Christ, and will fill us with the
boldness needed to live a life that
exemplifies that of a disciple of the
Lord Jesus, So we can confidently
say, “The Lord is my helper; I will
not fear; what can man do to me?”24

References: (1) John 14:16  (2) Acts
1:8  (3) John 14:26; 15:26  (4) Acts
2:38  (5) Acts 10:45; 19:6  (6) Acts
15:7-11  (7) Eph. 4:3,4  (8) See the
link in Galatians 3 between receiving
the Spirit in v.2 and his conclusion in
v. 28  (9) Eph. 1:13-14  (10) Eph.
4:30  (11) Luke 12:12  (12) 1 Pet.
1:12; Acts 4:31  (13) Rom. 9:1
(14) Heb. 9:8; 10:15-16  (15) 1 Cor.
2:10  (16) 2 Tim. 1:14  (17) 1 Pet.
4:10-11  (18) John 13:35  (19) Acts
2:4-14; 4:8; 7:55; 13:9  (20) Judg.
14:6,19; 15:14  (21) Acts 6:5
(22) Gal. 2:11-12  (23) Eph. 5:17-21
(24) Heb. 13:6
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We live in unprecedented times. For
those of us who are younger than 100
years, we have never seen the world
in such turmoil and distress. We
usually think that when an event
happens in one part of the world, we
most likely will not feel the impact in
our part of the world. Who knew
where Wuhan, China, was, or
anything about the food markets or
customs that allow the consumption
of exotic and strange animals? Are
there biolabs that have the potential of
human destruction with less than
stringent controls to prevent a virus
from escaping?

We may never know the full story,
but we can all see the result of a
microscopic virus and its impact on a
vulnerable world. In some senses, it
has no discrimination as to whose life
it impacts: rich or poor, famous or
unknown, young or old. The old seem
much more susceptible to a fatal
ending, and the heartbreak and loss
permeates through extended families.
In the U.S. we have experienced more
deaths than any country (now over
100,000). With a population of 350
million, we experience large numbers
of deaths each year with the common
flu virus, but this Covid-19 pandemic
has brought our country and the
world to its knees. In a real sense,
there are people in many countries on

their knees, pleading to the God of all
creation for mercy and help in these
trying times.

This is not the first pandemic. In
1347-1352, Europe experienced what
is known as the Black Death, which
killed at least tens of millions of
people. The disease, caused by
bacteria and originating in Asia, was
transported via ships and infected
many areas of Europe.

A more recent pandemic was the
Spanish flu of 1918-1919. This was a
viral infection and it is estimated that
the death toll may have been as high
as 100 million. In Colorado we had
over 50,000 infections and 8,000
deaths, and back then we were a very
small state in the United States. What
we should all learn is that all the
wealth and riches of this world cannot
protect against a micro virus that
can’t be seen by the natural eye.

Our future and hope do not depend on
the uncertainty of a dying world, but
on the certainty of the living Christ.
Paul asks the question in Romans 8:
Who will separate us from the love of
Christ?1 Christians had gone through
many difficult experiences including
tribulation, distress, persecution,
famine, nakedness, peril and death by
sword. Their world would have felt
like it was coming apart and may

have caused them to even question
their faith. But Paul states it so
clearly, For I am convinced that
neither death, nor life, nor angels,
nor principalities, nor things present
nor things to come, nor powers, nor
height, nor depth, nor any other
created thing, will be able to separate
us from the love of God which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.2 We are not
exempt from the stress and distress of
our times, but our confidence is not in
ourselves but in Him, the one who
has overwhelmingly conquered for
us.

Solomon said,

That which has been is that which
will be,

and that which has been done is
that which will be done.

So there is nothing new under the
sun.3

God used a plague in the Old
Testament as a corrective tool in
dealing with the rebellious nation of
Israel. Moses said to Aaron, “Take
your censer and put in it fire from the
altar, and lay incense on it; then
bring it quickly to the congregation
and make atonement for them, for
wrath has gone forth from the LORD,
the plague has begun!”4 Is the world
experiencing judgement? Or is this
simply another demonstration of the
fallen creation due to sin? Peter
encourages first century Christians
(and now us) with these words:
…even though now for a little while,
if necessary, you have been distressed
by various trials, so that the proof of
your faith being more precious than
gold which is perishable, even though
tested by fire, may be found to result
in praise and glory and honor at the
revelation of Jesus Christ.5

References: (1) Rom 8:35  (2) Rom.
8:38-39  (3) Eccles. 1:9  (4) Num.
16:46  (5) 1 Pet. 1:6-7
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Personal story

God answers prayer
An interview with Jo Johnson, Buckhaven, Scotland

How did you first come to realize
something was wrong with you?
In 2015, I was enjoying the freedom
of early retirement, pursuing
personal interests, including writing
for Golden Bells calendar, book
design and oil painting. I often took
an hour’s break after lunch to walk
in the countryside near my home.

Around the Spring of 2017, my
lower legs began to swell during the
day, making it uncomfortable to
walk. When I pressed the skin, it left
a dent! My doctor discovered I was
losing massive amounts of protein
and referred me to a renal consultant
who, after completing a kidney
biopsy, suspected a blood disorder
named Amyloidosis. He referred me
to a haematology consultant, who
conducted a (painful!) bone marrow
biopsy. This confirmed a diagnosis
of latent Myeloma (blood cancer)
and Amyloidosis. I was sent for a
special type of scan at the NAC
(National Amyloidosis Centre) in the
Royal Free Hospital, London. This
confirmed that I had AL
Amyloidosis – a build-up of mis-
folded protein cells which impairs
the function of the kidneys.

Can you please explain the
implications of that diagnosis?
Thanks to the good hand of God
upon me, the condition was
diagnosed early. Fifteen years ago,
doctors could do little to help.
However, due to research by a
Jewish doctor, Professor Sir Mark
Pepys, the progress of this condition
can now be arrested by a 6-month
course of chemotherapy and, in
younger fit patients, an autologous
stem cell transplant (SCT).

How was your Christian faith a
support for you?

I had strong reservations about
chemotherapy and, while undergoing
treatment, explored alternative,
naturopathy options. After only four
months of chemotherapy, I had
achieved a 100% ‘complete
response’ to the treatment.

When the doctor warned that SCT
treatment had severe side effects, I
wrestled all night in prayer with such
scriptures as, in nothing be
anxious…1 and sufficient unto the
day is the evil thereof.2 Finally, I
said: “Lord, this is too much for me
to deal with. You’ll have to carry
this burden for me.” Next morning
the reading on the Golden Bells
calendar  was one I’d previously sent
in: “Behold, I am the LORD, the
God of all flesh. Is anything too hard
for me?”3

My good friend and brother in the
Lord, Martin Notman, whom God
has preserved since he had a kidney
transplant nearly 50 years ago,
phoned me when I returned from a
final check-up in London. The
consultant there had told me that my
best option was a stem cell
transplant. I was still seriously
considering the alternative medicine
route. Martin said, “I believe the
Lord is going to bring you through
this. I think you should go ahead
with stem cell therapy.” Next
morning the reading on the calendar
was another of the ones I had
compiled!

Here it is: ‘The LORD said to Moses,
“Why do you cry to me? Tell the
people of Israel to go forward.”4

‘Sometimes it is necessary to stand
still; to

‘Halt (no track discovering),
Fearful lest we go astray…’5

‘At such times it is wise to wait on
the Lord in prayer. But when the
clear direction of God comes, we

must step out in faith, being fully
persuaded that what he has promised
he is able also to do.6 Today the
clear word of the Lord is: “GO
FORWARD!”’

Unmistakably, God had spoken to
me through His Word! So I put my
hand in His, and went forward in
faith.

What was the toughest challenge
of the treatment?
The massive dose of Melphalan, a
brutal drug, given a few days before
the SCT, virtually wiped out my
immune system and made me
extremely unwell for several months
until my stem cells regenerated. I
spent several weeks in an isolation
ward in hospital. But I can say with
Paul: The Lord stood by me and
strengthened me.7

How clearly did you experience
God’s hand in the final result?
Looking back, although I suffered an
acute kidney injury during treatment,
there is no question in my mind that
God answered prayer. My ‘eGFR’
reading (a measure of kidney
function) has since risen from 12 to
60 (just inside the normal range) and
my blood results continue to be
good. I don’t know how much longer
I have to serve the Lord in this life,
but each new day is a bonus. I
believe the return of the Lord Jesus
to the air is imminent. Until that day
I want to live to His glory.
References: (1) Phil. 4:6 RV  (2) Mat.
6:34 RV  (3) Jer. 32:27  (4) Ex. 14:15
(5) T.Kelly, PHSS 340  (6) Rom. 4:21,
JN Darby  (7) 2 Tim. 4:17

Quotations from ESV unless stated
otherwise
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Mission

Remarkable survival
Brian Johnston, Leigh, England

In 1892 Churches of God again took a separate stand on
their previous constitutional basis – the foundational
teaching of the Apostles;1 experience having shown again
that it was hard, if not impossible, to reform a movement
from within. According to Dickson, cited in ‘Gathering to
His Name’2, the move began in Greenock, Scotland,
involving in total at least 100 churches, of which anything
up to 70% were in Scotland (being approximately 10% of
the parent movement there).

The first significant overseas expansion occurred when
Scottish miners emigrated to the US and Canada,
establishing churches in places such as Coal City. The
latter was short-lived, but Victoria, BC, has remained in
existence from 1898.

In AD 33, as a result of the meeting recorded in Acts 11,
nameless, but heroic, pioneers from Cyprus and Cyrene in
Africa were the first to intentionally pursue expansion in
Gentile territory at Antioch.3 Reminiscent of that, a
meeting of outreach-minded believers in churches of God
met in London in 1919, and determined to pursue
overseas Fellowship expansion with increased vigour.
Two years later, as is being traced elsewhere in this
magazine, the first church of God on the African
continent in the modern era was planted in 1921 at Lagos,
Nigeria. Today, there are 41 churches represented
throughout seven African countries.

Churches were confirmed on the Australasian continent
from 1931; and as detailed in ‘Look on the Fields’ by
A.F. Toms, an appeal from U Po San and his sisters in
Burma (Myanmar), led to Guy Jarvie’s major
involvement there (and later others) and a church being
planted in Insein in 1947. A testimony on the Indian
continent followed in 1960. Under the devoted service of
Brian Tugwell, this has developed into sixteen churches,
the latest coming on stream in February, 2020.

Search For Truth (SFT) radio broadcasts by Bob
Armstrong and Ed Neely, utilising TWR facilities, first
began from North America and bore early fruit when a
church of God resulted at Kingston, Jamaica in 1980.

UK-based SFT programs commenced airing from 1978,
and proved instrumental under God in the expansion into
other parts of the world: Ghana (1994); Belgium (1997);
and Malawi (1998).

The Fellowship’s foray into cyber-space was being
developed from 1999, and by 2002 a request for teaching
was received from the Philippines, leading to a first
planting there at Tagum City in 2004. Throughout

Mindanao, the large southern island of the archipelago,
there are now ten churches.

While the internet has proved fruitful as an outreach
medium in parts of Asia; radio continues to serve the
Fellowship better in Africa. Through correspondence with
SFT listeners from 2006 onwards, cautious progress was
made until a church was planted at Chegutu, Zimbabwe in
2018, with two more at Mwanakhu and Nyzerera in
Malawi in 2019. These latter are close to the Mozambican
border, and believers there – some patiently waiting since
visits by Bernard French some 20 years earlier – were
finally planted at Mutarara. In sixteen months, such is the
thirst in Zambesi province, the church has more than
doubled in numbers (236) and now exists in three
companies. There is much potential and a South East
Central African (SECA) proto-district of Zimbabwe,
Malawi and Mozambique has been formed, sharing also
common borders and (in part) languages.

Meanwhile, electronic communications, and as directed
by the Fellowship’s Mailing Centre, led to Nigerian
brethren establishing two churches in Kenya in 2016, with
revival of a church testimony in Liberia from 2012.

As is at once visually apparent, some 60% of the modern
Fellowship is Afro-Asiatic. It has possibly been in
existence considerably longer than the ‘Apostolic times’
Fellowship of the 1st century. Remarkable! Because
there’s nothing ‘attractive’ in what it offers – only the
sober conviction of an intentional Biblical pattern for
‘doing church’. And this, despite Paul’s realism in 2 Tim.
4:2-3. Western church closures preclude any
triumphalism, but God’s grace has ensured a global
community in the Churches of God.
References: (1)  Eph. 2:20  (2) T.Grass, Gathering to His Name,
Paternoster Press 2006  (3) Acts 11:20
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At a time when nationalism appears to be a growing part of how many
people see the world (“us first!”), is it not heartening to be part of
something that transcends national boundaries? What God is doing in the
world through churches of God is really exciting – a visible expression of
the invisible and indivisible church which is Christ’s body, linked and
interdependent, coordinated and united in purpose to glorify God,
represented on five continents around the globe. That transnational feel
is certainly captured in this issue of NT.

We continue to celebrate the centenary of the work of churches of God
in Africa – overcoming language barriers and conflicts, by God’s
grace, to establish churches in many countries (now seven) on that
beautiful continent, to the glory of God, and still growing and
reaching out through, for example, Bible camp in Malawi. We pray
on for their strengthening and growth.

It is fitting, then, that an exposition of Isaiah 49 sets the tone for
the issue – to His Servant, the Lord says, “It is too small a thing
that you should be My Servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob… I
will also make You a light to the nations so that My salvation
may reach to the end of the earth”. The giving God has given us
His Son – what a gift! It would simply have been too small a
thing for the Lord Jesus to redeem Israel alone, given the value
of all He has done. Such is the potency of His work at Calvary,
that the redemption He offers has spilled over Israel’s borders,
transcending all national boundaries to reach the ends of the
earth – including you and me! Praise God!

We are again thankful to all the contributing authors who
have faithfully worked to lead us into deeper appreciation
of God’s Word, and of what He is doing in the world
today.

Stephen
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Spiritual growth
Clifford Beni, Ndirande, Malawi

This article explores the importance
of spiritual growth and what Christian
believers should do for progress to be
evident. The Holy Spirit started His
work in believers through the hearing
of the Gospel that convicted us to
realize that we were born sinners1 and
showed us what to do to be saved.2
This resulted in new birth and marked
the beginning of our spiritual journey.
We are now commanded to grow and
become like Christ, so that the
fullness of Christ fills our lives and
we are conformed to His image3 that
in everything he might have the
supremacy.4

God’s objective in growth
God’s main purpose for growth is that
we may grow up in all things into
Him who is the head – Christ.5
Growth must touch all areas of our
lives and be evident in our feelings,
thoughts, words, attitudes and actions.
Through the Word of God, we will
grow in the grace and knowledge of
our Lord Jesus Christ,6 in faith,7 in
love,8 etc.

Facilitating growth
Certain spiritual gifts have been given
to some people in the church to
prepare God’s people for works of
service, so that the body of Christ
may be built up … and become
mature, attaining to the whole
measure of the fullness of Christ.
Then we will no longer be infants.9
We need mature people to start
feeding us with the pure milk of the
word, that you may grow thereby.10

These gifted people do their God-
given tasks11 to build each other up.12

Paul and Apollos played their part in
the growth of believers at Corinth and
God gave the increase.13

Believer’s personal
responsibility
Believers should know
that growth isn’t
automatic, but takes place
in stages and is to be
developed. The Word of
God identifies people at varying
stages in their spiritual growth:
infants/babes,10,14 children, young
men, and fathers.15 As believers
advance from ‘babes’ to ‘fathers’
through the daily reading of the Word
of God, they are required to make
every effort to increase in faith,
goodness, knowledge, self-control,
perseverance, godliness, brotherly
kindness, and love.16

There will be evidence in a believer
when they desire the pure milk of the
word10 and meditate on the Word:
that your progress may be evident to
all17 and Let the word of Christ dwell
in you richly in all wisdom.18 The
outcome is that progress may be
evident to all.

The Word of God has the power to
change our lives.19 The Word of God
is able to renew our mind,20 and help
us to know Christ better: that I may
know Him.21 Jesus said, “And this is
eternal life, that they may know You,
the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom You have sent.”22

Hindrances
Believers need to deal with their old
nature: put off … the old man which
grows corrupt,23 and put to death
your members which are on the earth
… before they put on the new.24

It doesn’t make sense to claim to be
following Christ while we maintain
an old lifestyle. As believers, we are a
new creation; old things have passed
away; … all things have become

new25 and we need to walk in newness
of life,26 just as He walked,27 and let
your conduct be worthy of the gospel
of Christ.28

Do what the Lord commands, since
you are not your own … For you
were bought at a price.29

Bible references:

(1) Ps. 51:5; Isa. 53:6; Rom. 3:23
(2) Acts 16:30,31; John 3:3,16
(3) Rom. 8:29  (4) Col. 1:18  NIV
(5) Eph. 4:15  (6) 2 Pet. 3:18  (7) 2
Thes. 1:3  (8) 1 Thes. 3:12  (9)  Eph.
4:11-14 NIV  (10) 1 Pet. 2:2
(11) Eph. 4:16  (12) 1 Thes. 5:11 NIV
(13) 1 Cor. 3:6  (14) Heb. 5:13; Eph.
4:14  (15) 1 John 2:12-14  (16) 2 Pet.
1:5-7  (17) 1 Tim. 4:15  (18) Col.
3:16  (19) Heb. 4:12  (20) Rom.12:2
(21) Phil. 3:10  (22) John 17:3
(23) Eph. 4:22  (24) Col. 3:5,10
(25) 2 Cor. 5:17  (26) Rom. 6:4
(27) 1 John 2:6  (28) Phil. 1:27  (29) 1
Cor. 6:19,20

Bible quotations from NKJV unless
stated otherwise

… grow up in all things into Him
who is the head – Christ (Eph. 4:15)

Growth must touch all
areas of our lives and be

evident in our feelings,
thoughts, words,

attitudes and actions.
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Speaking through Isaiah, the Lord God addresses the
sinful stubbornness of the people of Israel. Judgment will
come as a consequence of their sinful rejection of God’s
way of life; they will be overrun by foreign armies, and
the survivors of the invasion will be carted off into exile.
Yet, God promises that He will bring freedom and
restoration, because of His promises to, and His covenants
with, Israel. The oppressing nations will experience God’s
judgment too; Israel will come through their painful
discipline to experience God’s mercy.

As Isaiah is speaking about this, there’s a sudden
reminder in Isaiah chapter 48 of the great servant
messenger we were introduced to in Isaiah chapter 42 –
“And now the Sovereign LORD has sent
me, endowed with his Spirit.”1

Yes, Isaiah knew the enabling of God
in his role as prophet messenger, but
from Isaiah chapter 42 onwards we
have glimpses of a servant, empowered
by the Spirit of God, who will bring
about a worldwide transformation. His
mission is greater in scope and impact
than Isaiah’s.

With the servant of chapter 42 freshly
brought back into our minds, we hear
him speak again in chapter 49. And
notice whom he addresses –

“Listen to me, you islands; hear this, you distant
nations…” 2

He has a message for all people everywhere. This is no
longer God’s message to Israel alone; this is for everyone
to listen to. In fact, this is someone that everyone is to pay
attention to. Why is his message for everyone, and who is
he that everyone should listen to him?

“Before I was born the LORD called me; from my
mother’s womb he has spoken my name.” 3

This appears in Scripture exceptionally – children,
through whom God will achieve specific purposes, being
promised to parents prior to conception (e.g. Isaac,
Samson, John the Baptist), and grown-ups being told, or
realising, that God’s call to service in their experience
predated their own birth (e.g. Jeremiah, Paul). It points to
a God who is sovereign over all events and who knows all
about everything at all times.

There were also some who were named by God prior to
their births: Ishmael, Isaac, Solomon, Josiah, Cyrus, John
the Baptist and Jesus. Again, it says something to us
about the knowledge of God and what He achieves
through those called for special service.

But this servant hasn’t told us his name yet. Let’s get on
to that to see if it helps us to understand who he might be.

He made my mouth like a sharpened sword, in the
shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me into a
polished arrow and concealed me in his quiver. He
said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I
will display my splendour.” 4

His name is Israel! The servant shares the God-changed
name of Jacob the patriarch, and the
name of the nation that descended from
him. But it’s not the nation of Israel in
view, because the singing servant will
gather ethnic Israel to God (see Isa.
49:5); and it’s not a reintroduction of
long-dead Jacob into the Bible’s
developing storyline.

This Israel is one through whom God
will display His splendour. The nation
of Israel was originally intended to do
just that – by trusting in God and living
lives of loving obedience to Him. God’s

splendour would be seen in their collective living for
God; but their sin and rejection of God prevented that. So
this servant is the ideal Israelite – someone perfect in his
love for God, his trust in God and his obedience of God
– through whom God’s splendour will be displayed in
human form.

He knew, too, what God would do with him. His mouth,
i.e. his speech, was like a sharp sword God was about to
reveal from its hidden place. He was like a ready-to-use
polished arrow soon to be pulled from the quiver, sent on
its way to hit the intended target. There’s the idea of
victory being achieved through this servant’s speech and
actions.

While God would use the physical swords of Cyrus’ army
to achieve his purposes in the near future (see Isa. 45),
here the servant will achieve God’s purposes through his
words and actions at a later time. This servant will reveal
God’s splendour through a victory achieved without war.

Isaiah’s Servant Songs

Isaiah 49:1-6
The song of salvation for all people everywhere
David Woods, Manchester, England

We have glimpses
of a servant,

empowered by the
Spirit of God, who
will bring about a

worldwide
transformation.
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Despite this conviction about his calling and his
usefulness in God’s purposes, the servant seems to
be despairing:

But I said, “I have laboured in vain; I have
spent my strength for nothing at all.” 5

It’s almost as if something of Isaiah is creeping
into this. He was a prophet who endured a lot of
hardship and rejection when bringing God’s
messages to Israel. In fact, most of God’s
messengers experience this. And here this servant,
even with all of his God-given ability and God-
empowered purpose, can feel the frustration of
little or no response to his efforts on God’s behalf.
He was sent to the people of Israel, as verse 5 tells
us, He who formed me in the womb to be his
servant to bring Jacob back to him and gather
Israel to himself…6 and yet they don’t seem to
respond. It’s a cause for disappointment. The
spiritual awakening, and hoped-for return to God, isn’t
happening as anticipated.

But notice the unwavering trust and devotion of the
servant as he continues with what God has called him to
do. He believes that God will reward him for his
faithfulness, however poor the response of people might
be:

“Yet what is due me is in the LORD’s hand, and my
reward is with my God.” 7

But there’s more! God encourages this servant by
promising a worldwide impact through his work:

I am honoured in the eyes of the LORD and my God
has been my strength – he says: “It is too small a
thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of
Jacob and bring back those of Israel I have kept. I
will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that my
salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.” 8

The servant’s calling, naming, forming and equipping is
all so that God’s salvation might reach all peoples in
every place. This is why the servant began his song with
the appeal for everyone everywhere to listen to him.

So who is he? There is only one servant of the Lord who
could sing this song and fulfil its meaning – the Lord
Jesus Christ.

● The eternal Son of God assumed humanity through
the miracle of the virgin birth, and was named prior to
His birth.9

● Jesus Christ is the Servant marked out before the
creation of the world to be the Saviour of the world.10

● Jesus Christ is the Servant who was the light of God
to the whole world, the one through whom God
displayed His splendour.11

● Jesus Christ is the Servant empowered by the Holy
Spirit to achieve the Father’s eternal purposes.12

● Jesus Christ is the Servant sent by God to achieve
victory over sin through His God-honouring words
and actions, not military action.13

● Jesus Christ is the perfect Israelite who honoured God
absolutely in everything He did.14

● Jesus Christ is the Servant who experienced the
disappointment of people rejecting His message and
turning and walking away,15 and the ultimate
rejection by the Jewish leadership, resulting in His
crucifixion.16

● Jesus Christ is the Servant to whom God promised the
joy of eternal reward, and whose life, death and
resurrection brings salvation to all peoples
everywhere.17

There are some encouraging application points for us too.
While it’s the experience of the Lord Jesus Christ that’s
described, we partner with God in Christian service
today18 having been called, formed and equipped by Him:

● God knows us intimately since before we were born.
We have been called by God, before creation, to
eternal life and God-honouring service;19 our lives
have great purpose and meaning when we trust Him
to work through us.20

● Service for God can often be disheartening and
disappointing. Christ has shared in our feelings of
despair. But God has promised the joy of reward for
faithfulness. When ‘results’ seem miniscule, or even
non-existent, we must remember that God’s purposes
may well be being worked out at a level we can’t see
or understand just now.

● If the Lord Jesus Christ could say that God was His
strength21 then we can humbly rely on the same
power in our service too.22 What an example He is!

Bible references: (1) Isa. 48:16b  (2) Isa. 49:1a  (3) Isa.
49:1b  (4) Isa. 49:2-3  (5) Isa. 49:4a  (6) Isa. 49:5  (7) Isa.
49:4b  (8) Isa. 49:5-6  (9) Mat. 1:21; Luke 1:31  (10) 1
Pet. 1:20; 1 John 3:5  (11) Luke 2:30-32; John 8:12
(12) Luke 3:21-22; 4:1,14,18  (13) John 18:36  (14) John
8:29  (15) e.g. John 6:66  (16) John 19:6-7  (17) Acts
4:12; Heb. 12:2  (18) 2 Cor. 6:1  (19) Rom. 8:29-30
(20) Eph. 1:4; 2:8-10  (21) Isa. 49:5  (22) Eph. 3:15,20;
Col. 1:10-11          Bible quotations from NIV, 2011
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Battling discouragement
Phil Allen, Mountain Ash, Wales

Discouragement can be defined as a
loss of confidence or enthusiasm for
something. Most of us will, from
time to time, experience such
feelings, particularly when we are
confronted daily by disturbing news
stories, worrying developments in
society and with the personal trials
and difficulties we inevitably
encounter in our lives.

The Devil can use these things to
cause discouraging feelings to arise
and grow in the mind of a Christian.

This is nothing new and, throughout
the ages, godly individuals have
experienced discouragement. The
psalmist could say:

Why are you in despair, O my
soul?

And why have you
become disturbed within me?1

Personality
Some individuals are more likely to
become discouraged than others
since they have a personality that
causes them to become overly
disturbed by events and
circumstances. It is important that we
should be aware of any such
tendency in ourselves so that we
know ourselves and can put up
guards when we are confronted with
our known weaknesses and
tendencies.

One tendency of such a personality
is to be very introspective and
inward looking. Self-examination is
good and encouraged in the Bible,2
but the Devil can cause some
sensitive and spiritually minded
people to feel hopeless and
depressed after such examination.
He would like nothing more than to
see an individual make a long list of
faults and conclude they may as well
give up on the Christian life.

It is essential that we recognise that
it is nothing of ourselves that makes
us acceptable in God’s sight: it is
only Jesus’ blood and righteousness.

Yes, we should recognise our faults,
but then, with true repentance, take
them to the Lord in confession and
believe in our heart that Jesus has
dealt with them and they have been
forgiven.3

Making comparisons
Another potential cause of
discouragement is a feeling of lack
of progress and achievement in our
personal walk with the Lord, or in
our church life. This can be caused
by a tendency to compare ourselves
unfavourably to other Christians and
with their churches. We may think
that we are not progressing as well as
we should in our grasp of the
Scriptures or growing in grace and
our knowledge of the Lord Jesus.
We may feel that others have made
more of their lives, have achieved
more, or been more effective in the
development of their church. Such
thoughts can be used by the Devil to
discourage us and make us feel that
we have failed in our Christian life.
In these circumstances it is important
that we realise we are unique
individuals made by God and we
must not try to be someone other
than we are.

We are what we are by the grace of
God and our role is to be faithful
with what has been given to us.

Life’s problems
The Devil will also try to use other
means to discourage us. Things such
as the stresses and strains of life,
problems in the church, feelings that
nothing much is happening and that
things were better in the past, can
cause us to become downcast and
discouraged. We may find ourselves
asking questions such as, is it all
worthwhile? Wouldn’t it be easier to
just give up? The Devil wants us to
feel like that. In these circumstances
the scripture exhorts us to not
become tired of doing good things.4

The Devil will try to make us think
that only big achievements are

worthwhile and that our little efforts
are pathetic and of no value, but
without small things, the big things
may fail.

The antidote
Prayer is the antidote to these
melancholy feelings and we need to
ask God for strength and power to
fulfil His will in our lives, always
believing that in due season we shall
reap if we don’t grow weary.4 We
need always to keep our eyes on
Jesus who looked beyond the cross
and endured its shame for the joy
that lay ahead.5

We should be aware that others may
feel discouraged too and we should
seek to encourage others as much as
we can. The scripture says, let us
consider how to stimulate one
another to love and good deeds …
encouraging one another.6

Ultimately it is by looking beyond
the things of time towards our
glorious future that we will gain the
victory over any present
discouraging thoughts.

References: (1) Ps. 42:5  (2) 2 Cor.
13:5  (3) 1 John 1:9  (4) Gal. 6:9
(5) Heb. 12:2  (6) Heb. 10:24-25

Bible quotations from NASB
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Why are there slight differences
between Bible translations, e.g. the
NIV and ESV? In the previous
article it was mentioned that the
‘autographs’ (the ‘self-written’
original Bible texts) no longer exist,
having been first written on papyrus
and parchments which, by their very
nature, couldn’t last. Instead, before
they perished, manuscripts (MSS), or
handwritten copies, were made.

At the risk of oversimplification,
suppose four copies of an original
text are independently made. Each
copy will have its own distinctive set
of tiny differences from the original.
Further copies made from each of
these first copies will contain most
of the peculiarities of the first ones.
In this way, distinct ‘families’ of
MSS arise. It appears this is what
happened historically with four
families of NT MSS arising in
Alexandria, Constantinople, Rome
and Palestine. These have been
labelled as the Alexandrian,
Byzantine, Western and Caesarean
families. Early preference was given
to the Byzantine family since
Constantinople was the Greek-
speaking centre.

Most of the significant differences
between the original and its copies
are thought to have arisen in the first
couple of centuries. After the state
adoption of Christianity, the copying
process became more professional,
free from the pressures persecution
brought.

Copyist errors were made obsolete in
1454, when Gutenberg in Germany
invented his printing method with
movable type. Exact duplication was
now possible. Erasmus quickly
compiled a Greek text of the New
Testament by comparing a few select
and questionably representative MSS
and it hit the market in March 1516.
Editions followed in the sixteenth
century which introduced verses to
make easier referencing. Dutch

publishers borrowed heavily from
Erasmus’ text and gave rise to it
being later labelled the ‘Received
Text’ or ‘Textus Receptus’ (TR) –
the text received by all without
alteration.

In the eighteenth century, new
editions of the Greek New
Testament began to be published,
soon reflecting an awareness that
there were many MSS available for
comparison in the libraries of Europe
and the Middle East. The TR was
still published, but footnotes drew
the reader’s attention to variant
readings. In the nineteenth century,
English scholar S.P. Tregelles
published a Greek New Testament
independent of the TR in which he
explained his reasons for preferring
recently discovered readings as
better representing the original. A
major contribution in the search for
NT textual accuracy was that of
Constantin van Tischendorf (who
discovered Codex Sinaiticus in the
monastery of St Catherine in the
Sinai peninsula). Like Codex
Vaticanus, much of it had been
overwritten with multiple levels of
corrections.

Building on such foundations, the
British scholars Westcott and Hort
laboured for 28 years to produce the
landmark Revised Version (RV). It
was a watershed edition in two
volumes: one giving the (‘critical’)
text; the other devoted to explaining
the methodical way they’d critiqued
the variant readings to deduce the
best. They depended heavily on
Codex Vaticanus; just as
Tischendorf also had leant heavily
on Codex Sinaiticus.

In the twentieth century, a
standardised Greek Text (NA27 or
UBS4) was arrived at, being a
critical re-balancing of all the major
text types, weighing the variants
with a view to discovering which
might have given rise to the others.

Virtually all variations are minor,
and no teaching is in question.
‘Textual criticism’ is the systematic
study of the small differences
between each copy, trying to work
out the original reading from which
the other readings could most easily
have developed. Residual
questionable minor variations today
amount to no more than a thousandth
part of the whole. God has ‘watched
over’ His Word (Jer.1:12).

Modern English versions such as
NASV, NIV, ESV are based on the
NA/UBS text above which is a
modified Alexandrian text type
(known as ‘eclectic’), with
occasional differing judgements on
variants made by the respective
committees. KJ and NKJ versions
reflect the Byzantine text type,
defended by a small number of
contemporary scholars.

The more major source of
differences between Bible versions is
down to the impossibility of
translating from one language to
another on a strictly word-for-word
replacement basis. Those translations
trying to approximate to this are
called ‘formal equivalence’ (the
strongest example being the NASV).
The alternative approach is to use
‘dynamic equivalence’ which means
translating on a thought for thought
basis (most especially the NLT). The
NIV is positioned right in the
middle. ALL translations, however,
involve a degree of interpretation,
and so it is wise to compare different
translations when studying.

Studying the New Testament (NT)

Text and translations
Brian Johnston, Leigh, England
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Our Lord Jesus graciously declared: “You will hear of
wars and rumors of wars… Nation will rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be
famines and earthquakes in various places. All these are
the beginning of birth pains.”1

It was the English metaphysical poet, John Donne, who
declared: “No man is an Island, entire of itself; every man
is a piece of the Continent, a part of the main…”.2 This
was true of Africa, as it got sucked into the bloody
conflicts fought on the stages of Europe, America and
Asia. The favoured five missionaries had sailed to Nigeria
in March 1920, borne on the fair winds of the Armistice
signed by the Allied Forces and Germany on 11
November, 1918, that signalled the cessation of hostilities
in the First World War.

Sadly, exactly two decades after the Armistice, a wider,
more gruesome and devastating Second World War,
driven by the imperialist Adolf Hitler, was unleashed in
1938 with the annexation of Sudetenland
(Czechoslovakia). The British Prime Minister, Neville
Chamberlain, had declared: “it was a quarrel in a faraway
country between people of whom we know nothing”.3 He
was utterly wrong.

Impact of international conflicts
The First World War, 1914-1918
The First World War broke out on July 28th 1914,
allegedly, on the heels of the assassination of Archduke
Franz Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary. Many unconnected
with the cloudy events in Europe, particularly in the
colonies in Africa, took up arms in defence of their
colonial masters.  One of the most gifted Irish poets, WB
Yeats, in his poem ‘An Irish Airman Foresees his Death’
describes the emotional trauma of the 4-year war:

Nor law, nor duty bade me fight, nor public men, nor
cheering crowds,

A lonely impulse of delight drove to this tumult in the
clouds.

However, it was no ‘lonely impulse of delight’ that
spurred pioneering men in the African work such as Mr.
Edwin Matthew. He no doubt prayed long and hard about
going to West Africa and, as often is the Lord’s ways, He
first sent another ahead of him.

Mr. Tom Wallace, as a true soldier of Jesus Christ,
refused to be entangled in the civilian affairs4 of an
ongoing World War. As a conscientious objector, he set
sail for West Africa, as the sounds of rifles and machine
guns reverberated across Europe. He landed in Forcados,

Warri, driven by the perfect law of liberty5 of the Lord
Jesus Christ and a duty to keep the Great Commission to
go into all the nations.6

He remained in Western Nigeria, particularly Lagos, until
the end of the First World War in November 1918 and the
planting of the first Church of God in Oil Mill Street in
May 1921.

The Second World War, 1938-1945
Nigeria entered the Second World War in 1939, when the
British Government declared war on Germany. This
declaration was followed quickly by recruitment of able-
bodied men to join the British West African Fighting
Force. Although largely reputed to have been a voluntary
exercise, reports abound of forceful conscription of men
eighteen years and above. Nigerians fought mainly in the
African theatre of war and in India and Burma.

Although actual records of names do not exist, some in
the churches in the Lagos area, Akarakumo, Ibadan,
Ibedeni, Aviara, Agbara and Grand Cess, Liberia might
have been compelled to join in the war.

One fact is unarguable, though, the global nature of the
war with its unrivalled savagery and deployment of
modern weapons of mass destruction rendered
international travel largely unsafe. This had the unwanted
and unpleasant effect of plunging the relatively young
churches in Nigeria and Liberia into isolation for a period
of seven years.

The Second World War was gathering momentum when
the Nigerian churches were dealt a great blow with the
death of the pioneering Mr. Beyioku Alase in 1939. Mr.
Samuel Moore, who had been commended to full time
service in 1929, moved back to Liberia with his Kroo
brothers in the 1930s. Indeed, these scenarios were a
cause of distress for the six assemblies in Nigeria.

With the return of the overseas brethren at the end of the
War in 1945, severely weakened churches were met and
much remedial work had to be carried out by Mr George
Stockwell, Mr. Willie Stewart, and others who swiftly
followed.

The Nigerian Civil War and Liberian Civil Wars
The end of the Second World War in 1945, gave rise to a
more deadly and corrosive ideological warfare,
spearheaded by communist Russia. As such, a scramble
ensued to carve out spheres of influence in Nigeria and
other African countries.

100 years in Africa

Warfare on many fronts
Fred F. Ntido, Surulere, Nigeria
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22 years after the end of the Second World War, Nigeria
was plunged into a devastating Civil War in 1967,
influenced by powerful foreign countries that left millions
dead. Brethren from the Eastern part of the country, then
in the churches in Lagos and Ibadan in Western Nigeria,
had to return home to the East and remained in painful
isolation until the end of the war in 1970.

In Liberia, from 1989-2003 two bloody and senseless
civil wars were fought that left the country completely
broken. This hampered the work that had started in
Monrovia, with the church in Grand Cess having ceased
several decades earlier.

African-based terror
The first outbreak of religious terrorism in Nigeria was
the Maitatsine Riots that raged in the northern part of
Nigeria from 1980-1985. At the outbreak of the riots on
18 December 1980, an estimated 4,000 people comprising
Muslims and Christians, were brutally murdered.
Maitatsine is the predecessor of the extremely sadistic and
blood curdling terror group, Boko Haram.

There are other terrorist groups such as the Islamic State
in the Maghreb based in Mali and Al Shabaab in
Somalia/Kenya.

Whilst we greatly mourn the cruelty and horror of these
groups’ activities and pray fervently for divine respite, the
churches of God in Nigeria – mostly in the western,
eastern and southern parts of the country – have been
largely unaffected by these terrorist activities. Similarly,
the churches in Ghana, Liberia, Kenya, Malawi,
Mozambique and Zimbabwe have been shielded, so far,
from terrorist activities.

Poverty problems
Although our Lord Jesus Christ declared: “the poor you
will always have with you,”7 the persistent poverty of
most African countries in the midst of overwhelming
abundance is an enduring mystery. In the fifties, sixties
and early seventies there was tremendous industry in
Nigeria as the various Regions worked to harness their
natural resources.

However, the oil boom of the seventies in Nigeria gave
rise to a crop of leaders who saw power and government
as a means of amassing personal wealth, to the detriment
of the masses. Official corruption is a real problem across
the continent, and has plunged millions into extreme
poverty.

For instance, despite the tremendous natural resources
replete in Nigeria, it currently has the unenviable record
of being the poverty capital of the world.8 Extreme
poverty continues to be a recurring distressing feature in
Nigeria, Ghana, Liberia, Kenya, Malawi, Mozambique
and Zimbabwe and creates a real dilemma in determining
whether people coming to the churches genuinely respond
to the Gospel or are looking for a means of having regular
meals.9

The sad reality is that a majority in the African churches
are extremely poor and dependent saints.

Language issues
At the moment, with the exception of Mozambique, all
the countries in Africa where churches of God exist –
such as Nigeria, Ghana, Liberia, Kenya, Malawi and
Zimbabwe – speak English as their official language.

Although the Nigerians at the onset of the work in 1914
were not highly educated, they were able to converse with
the early pioneers, even if it was using broken English.
Mr. George Stockwell spent approximately 25 very
productive years between 1925-1950 in Nigeria and an
enduring legacy of his time here was the translation of
materials into the Yoruba language. Nevertheless, Nigeria
has over 500 ethnic languages and the various other
countries have several dialects too and as the work in
Africa reaches the centenary milestone, serious efforts
must be made for the future to ensure that its hundreds of
millions of people can hear the truths of the kingdom of
God in their own native tongue.10

Leadership training and retention
The work in Africa has been blessed with very godly and
able people who kept, under God, the pattern of sound
teaching  delivered to them.11 The early pioneers such as
Mr Tom Wallace, Mr & Mrs Edwin Matthew, Mr & Mrs
J.P.A.Taylor, Mr & Mrs W.T.Terrell, Mr & Mrs George
Stockwell, Mr. Willie Stewart and Mr Rice Horne
included diligent teachers of the whole counsel of God to
the young churches.12

They had able students, who subsequently became leading
figures in the African work, in the persons of Mr.
Beyioku Alase, Mr Samuel Moore, Mr Gilbert
Nwachukwu and Mr. Ezekiel Kolapo.

The overseas brothers who continued the support of the
Nigerian work after the Second World War, such as Mr
George Prasher Jr., Mr Willie Stewart, Mr Alan Toms, Mr
Bernard French, Mr John Black and Mr Alan Toms, ably
assisted by Mrs Prasher, Miss Griffin, Miss Susan
Travers, and a host of others, built on the good foundation
of the earlier pioneers.

Although foreign support continued after the emergence
of Nigeria as a district in the 1970s, modern leaders such
as Mr. Zachariah Travi and Mr. Solomon Coker ensured
through leadership training the consolidation of the truth
and preparation of leaders who would pass on the torch to
the next generation. For instance, this writer in his teens
used to travel several kilometres to hear Mr. Coker
expound on the truth of the house of God every Thursday.

As the centenary of the African work approaches, we say
with gratitude: “thus far the LORD has helped us”13 as
we trust in his continuing goodness for the years ahead.
References: (1) Mat. 24:6-8  (2) John Donne, Meditation XVII,
1624  (3) Originally broadcast on BBC National Programme,
27 September 1938.  (4) 2 Tim. 2:4  (5) Jas. 1:25  (6) Mat.
28:18-20  (7) Mat. 26:11  (8) https://qz.com/africa/1313380/
nigerias-has-the-highest-rate-of-extreme-poverty-globally/
(9) John 6:26   (10) Acts 2:8  (11) 2 Tim. 1:13  (12) Acts 20:27
(13) 1 Sam. 7:12           Bible quotations from NIV
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When David said in 2 Sam. 12:23, “But now
he is dead; why should I fast? Can I bring
him back again? I shall go to him, but he
shall not return to me,” did he mean that all
infants who die go to heaven?
It is important to appreciate the significance of this
question, as the answer involves two key aspects of the
Bible’s teaching about salvation.

First, the Bible declares everyone justly deserves God’s
eternal judgement, because they share in Adam’s status
as sinners: all have sinned.1 We cannot get around that
word ‘all’. Paul goes on in Romans 5:12 to say: through
one man sin entered the world, and death through sin,
and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned. We
sin because we are already sinners; that is what Adam’s
sin made us.2 Long before Paul, it was David who said
that his sinful state existed from birth;3 we all start off
condemned. No-one is born without a desperate need to
be saved from God’s just judgement. And so the
unimaginable horror of Christ’s sacrifice would be needed
for a loving God to save the most innocent of human
beings, not just to save the worst of us.

Second, a glorious fact about the salvation that God offers
in the gospel is that once we are saved from His
condemnation we shall not be exposed to it again; we
can never be lost, or just have a partial salvation still
involving some exposure to after-life purgatory. Christ
declared that He gives ‘eternal life’, and it wouldn’t be
eternal if it ceased. It is comforting that John confirms
this when he writes: I have written to you who believe in
the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you
have eternal life.4 Note, he doesn’t say believers may
perhaps have it at some future time, but that we already
have it; it is not in doubt. So believers are secure, but
what about those who die before belief can be expressed?

Now we can return to David’s predicament. The child
resulting from his adultery with Bathsheba will die,
according to the word of God’s prophet.5 David is truly
sorry for his sin and pleads with God for the child to live,
and he falls to the ground, fasts and weeps, evidencing his
sincerity. But when the child dies, to everyone’s surprise
he arises and stops his anxious praying. That is the
context for David’s words: “now he is dead; why should I
fast? Can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but
he shall not return to me.” And the question is, did David
mean the child was now in Paradise and he would go
there too?

The poet was confident when he wrote an epitaph for four
babies who had died:

Bold Infidelity, turn pale and die!
Beneath this stone four infants’ ashes lie:
Say, are they lost or sav’d?
If death’s by sin, they sinn’d, for they are here:
If heaven’s by works, in heaven they can’t appear.
Reason, ah, how deprav’d,
Revere the Bible’s sacred page; the knot’s untied:
They died, for Adam sinn’d; they live, for Jesus died.6

These are comforting lines, but must be qualified. God in
His own sovereign will, can and does extend mercy to
whomever He wishes, even to those not capable of
responding to the Gospel, because His mercy is justified
by Christ’s substitutionary sacrifice. That doesn’t restrict
Him from showing mercy to infants who die, or anyone
else lacking an ability to express faith, as distinct
individual exceptions, not as a universal override of His
stated requirement for faith. We must simply accept that
He will do what is right.7

In this writer’s view, it seems more likely in context that
David was simply saying he himself would die, and go to

the grave where the child had gone. To read
more than that into this verse gets us into
unnecessary conjecture in a matter that is
determined by God in His sovereignty.8  Since
He is a God of love and mercy, as well as of
justice, we need not unduly fear for the eternal
state of any little child who dies.9

References: (1) Rom. 3:23  (2) Rom. 5:19
(3) Ps. 51:5; John 3:17-18  (4) 1 John 5:13  (5) 2
Sam. 12:14  (6) Epitaph, The Friendly Visitor,
New York, 1825  (7) Gen. 18:25  (8) See Rom.
9:11-24 regarding God’s sovereignty in
choosing: His ‘election’  (9) Rom. 4:15-16

Bible quotations from NKJV

Can you help me with this?
Geoff Hydon, Mount Forest, Canada
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Problem places

Cities of the valley
Andy Seddon, Swindon, England

Abram settled in the land of
Canaan, while Lot settled among
the cities of the valley... 1

Choices we make in life can be
prudent in worldly terms, but
harmful spiritually, as was
discovered by Lot after he separated
from his Uncle Abram. It was a
choice born out of strife between the
herdsmen of the two relatives, as
they outgrew their land. The story
contains lessons for all Christians
who face decisions such as where to
live, who to choose as friends or
partners, what to do for employment
or entertainment, and how we spend
our money or time.

Making his choice
So Lot chose for himself all the
Jordan Valley, and Lot journeyed
east.2

The eastern Jordan valley traversed
south towards the well-populated
cities of the plain: Sodom,
Gomorrah, Zoar, Zeboiim and
Admah. It enticed Lot away from the
land of God’s covenant promises,
towards a metropolis that has since
become synonymous with
immorality and wickedness. Genesis
tells us that Lot lifted up his eyes and
saw that the Jordan Valley was well
watered everywhere like the garden
of the LORD.3 The comparatively
stable climate of these lowlands,
with its lush vegetation, obviously
reminded Lot of the stories he had
heard about Eden. It may have
helped Lot if he had also
remembered that it was in that first
‘garden of the Lord’ where Eve’s
lust of the eyes led to an attractive
but disastrous choice.4

Continuing in his choice
Lot ... moved his tent as far as
Sodom. Now the men of Sodom were
wicked, great sinners against the
LORD.5

Once Lot had chosen to journey east,
it proved inevitable that he and his
family would progress from being
valley nomads to city dwellers. Lot
seems to develop an increasing
tolerance with this prosperous, but
wicked, city. As we read the Genesis
narrative, we find Lot dwelling in
Sodom (14:12) and then sitting in the
gate of Sodom (19:1). We, too, if we
are not careful, can develop a
dangerous familiarity with that
which is dishonourable to God.

The consequences of his
choice
… Lot, greatly distressed by the
sensual conduct of the wicked (for as
that righteous man lived among them
day after day, he was tormenting his
righteous soul over their lawless
deeds that he saw and heard).6

Encouragingly, Peter describes Lot
as a righteous man despite his
mistakes. We, too, as God’s
redeemed who have come to love
God’s law, will become increasingly
saddened by behaviours in our
culture that reveal an ignorance of
God, but we do not have to make it
worse by exposing ourselves
needlessly to sin. The Lord Jesus
instructed us to pray: “lead us not
into temptation…”7 This is
especially challenging in our digital
age when ‘lawless deeds’ can be
‘seen and heard’ from the comfort of
our own home as we habitually
peruse the internet or channel hop on
our televisions.

“This fellow came here as a
foreigner, and now he wants to play
the judge! We’ll treat you worse than
them”.8

But his sons-in-law thought he was
joking.9

Sometimes we may justify a degree
of worldliness in our lives by the
belief that it puts us in a better

position to witness to those around
us. This was not true for Lot. His
righteousness had little effect on the
residents of Sodom, or his daughters’
husbands who remained dangerously
ignorant of the imminent divine
judgement. Lot’s wife ended her life
as a ‘pillar of salt’,10 but this was not
exactly the salt of the earth11 that
Jesus had in mind when describing
His Jewish followers!

… he lingered. So the men seized
him ... the LORD being merciful.12

Lot clearly struggled to accept the
urgency with which he needed to
leave the place he had come to call
home. We see an indication that his
faith, and obedience to the Word of
God had been adversely affected,
and his allegiance was divided. God
had to take urgent action to save
him, as he had to do several times
previously.13 I wonder how often He
has had to save me from myself in
the same way when I would
otherwise have made wrong choices.
So perhaps for us ‘the cities of the
valley’ are the ever-increasing
attractions of materialism, a reality
which requires us daily to make
positive, but tough, decisions based
on eternal values, not temporary
enjoyment.

References: (1) Gen. 13:12  (2) Gen.
13:11  (3)  Gen. 13:10  (4) Gen. 3:6
(5) Gen. 13:12-13  (6) 2 Pet. 2:7-8
(7) Mat. 6:13  (8) Gen. 19:9 NIV
(9) Gen. 19:14 NIV (10) Gen. 19:26
(11) Mat. 5:13  (12) Gen. 19:16
(13) Gen. 14:16; 19:10

Bible quotations from ESV unless
stated otherwise.
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The Lord Jesus said, ‘It is more
blessed to give than to receive’1 and,
throughout Scripture, the act of
giving is identified as a good,
practical outworking of faith.2,3 We
are blessed to have a God who not
only teaches us about the importance
of giving, but who exemplifies an
immeasurable generosity through the
gifts He gives to us. In this article we
consider one of these, the gift of His
Son.

Giving usually comes at a cost,
perhaps of time, money or some other
resource. The cost we are willing to
incur is often linked to the value we
place on the recipient or cause to
which we are giving. From the Bible
we see that God uses our willingness
to give to Him as a measure of the
value we place upon Him.

For example, in Malachi’s day, we
read of God’s people offering Him
sub-standard gifts. By offering
blemished sacrifices, which were
unusable for anything else, they
showed how little they valued Him.4
When God accused them of despising
His name4 they were surprised to hear
how offensive this was to Him.
Conversely, when God tested
Abraham by asking him to sacrifice
his son Isaac, we read, Abraham rose
early in the morning … and went.’5

As a result, God commended
Abraham, saying, “for now I know
that you fear God, seeing you have
not withheld your son, your only son,
from me.”6 Unlike the people of
Malachi’s day, Abraham’s
willingness to give God something of
great value showed a commitment
and love for God, underpinned by an
appreciation of God’s worth.

A gift too wonderful for words
If we ever find ourselves going
through experiences that leave us
doubting God’s love for us, we can
employ similar methods to remind

ourselves that we are valued by Him.
To get this reassurance, we need look
no further than the gift of the Son. In
his famous commentary, the apostle
John says, (as the ESV margin
translates it) for this is how God loved
the world, that he gave his only Son,
that whoever believes in him should
not perish but have eternal life.7 This,
along with the writings of the apostle
Paul, indicates the means by which
God chose to show the riches of His
goodness, loving kindness and grace
to the world.8,9 It was through the
giving of Himself, in the person of
His Son.

Although we know that God values
us because of His willingness to give,
it is difficult to quantify that value
without getting some appreciation of
His value of the Gift. The things we
value most are often revealed by what
we talk about. For parents, the value
they place on their children can come
across in the pleasure they take in
speaking about them. God has
ensured that the Biblical accounts are
full of references to His Son. This
may be through direct proclamations
about Him such as, “You are my
beloved Son; with you I am well
pleased,”10,11 or “Behold my servant,
whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom

my soul delights.”12 It may also be
through direct declarations of His
characteristics, such as he is the
radiance of the glory of God and the
exact imprint of his nature.13

Alternatively, it may be through
indirect references and pictures of
what He would accomplish. For
example: the serpent crusher;14 the
Passover lamb;15 the bronze serpent;16

David’s heir;17 and the coming
King.18 Regardless of the type of
reference, the preciousness of the Son
to God the Father, is clear from the
delight He takes in speaking of Him.

When we consider how much God
values His Son it is remarkable that
He was willing to give Him up. For
our redemption, His precious blood
was shed;19 God forsook him;20 He
caused Him to become a curse;21 He
made Him to be sin offering;22 and
He caused Him to be despised,
rejected, smitten, pierced, crushed
and chastised.23 Such is God’s value
of us that it pleased Him to treat His
Son in such a way that we may be
redeemed.24 Is it any wonder that
Paul, when he was contemplating this
gift, was lost for words? He can only
describe it as ‘inexpressible’ or, as the
New Living Translation puts it, a gift
too wonderful for words.25 It is!

A gift with far reaching
implications
If the gift itself is too wonderful for
words, so too are its implications. We
who were once spiritually dead in our
trespasses26 and without hope of a
reprieve27 have, by faith, been united
with Christ.28 This union means that
when He died, it is as though we died
with Him, and when He was raised
and glorified, we too have been
raised, glorified and are, spiritually
speaking, already seated with Him in
heaven.29,30,31 For those who are in
Christ, we are new creations,32 there
is no more condemnation,33 we are
righteous,34 justified35 and

The giving God

The Son
Sam Jones, Aberkenfig, Wales

this is how God loved
the world, that he
gave his only Son,

that whoever believes
in him should not
perish but have

eternal life.
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sanctified.36 We who were once
strangers to God’s covenant have
been given access to His promises
and, having been adopted as sons, we
are given the opportunity to partake in
Christ’s inheritance.37,38

If that is not enough, the gift of the
Son gives us the assurance that God
will never leave our needs unmet. The
cost of giving His Son was great, but
God’s willingness to pay it makes it
difficult to imagine that He would
hold back from giving us anything
else that would work for our benefit.
As Paul points out: He who did not
spare his own Son but gave him up
for us all, how will he not also with
him graciously give us all things?39

What confidence that must have
given Paul through times of trial, and

what reassurance it gives us as we go
through our day-to-day experiences.

A gift worthy of a response
It is important to acknowledge that,
while the gift of the Son affords us
many blessings both for now and for
the future, this is not its key purpose.
Men and women were made in God’s
image and after His likeness,40 with
the purpose that we use these
characteristics to bring glory to His
name.41,42 Our rejection of God and
our desire to live lives without His
input is the antithesis of bringing Him
glory, meaning we are no longer able
to fulfil the purpose for which we
were designed.43

It is God’s intention that, through the
gift of His Son, we would be able to
fulfil this purpose again. However,
having experienced first-hand the
love, mercy, goodness and kindness
of God’s character through His
inexpressible gift of immeasurable
value, we are better equipped to
proclaim His excellencies.44 Giving
our lives back to God in service is the
only fitting response to the Son He

was willing to give for us. As the
hymn-writer put it,

Why should I keep one precious
thing from Thee,

When Thou hast given Thine own
dear self for me?45

References:  (1) Acts 20:35  (2) Isa.
58:7  (3) 1 John 3:17-19  (4) Mal. 1:6-8
(5) Gen. 22:3  (6) Gen. 22:12  (7) John
3:16 (8) Titus 3:4  (9) Eph. 2:7
(10) Mark 1:11  (11) Mark 9:7
(12) Isa. 42:1 (13) Heb. 1:3  (14) Gen.
3:15  (15) Ex. 12:3-13  (16) Num. 21:8
(17) 2 Sam. 7:13  (18) Isa. 9:6 (19) 1
Pet. 1:18-19 (20) Mat. 27:46  (21) Gal.
3:13  (22) 2 Cor. 5:21  (23) Isa. 53:3-5
(24) Isa. 53:10-11 (NKJV)  (25) 2 Cor.
9:15  (26) Eph. 2:5 (27) Eph. 2:12
(28) Rom. 6:5  (29) Rom. 6:8-11
(30) Eph. 2:6  (31) Col. 3:3-4 (32) 2
Cor. 5:17   (33) Rom. 8:1 (34) Phil. 3:9
(35) Gal. 2:17  (36) 1 Cor. 1:2
(37) Rom. 8:17  (38) Gal. 3:26-29
(39) Rom. 8:32 (40) Gen. 1:26-27
(41) Isa. 43:7   (42) Rom. 1:21
(43) Rom. 1:25 (44) 1 Pet. 2:9
(45) C.E. Mudie: PHSS 285

Bible quotations from the ESV unless
stated otherwise.

The gift of the Son
gives us the assurance
that God will never
leave our needs
unmet.
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Around the globe, different countries
are necessarily in different time zones
and various regions govern
themselves in some respects by
maintaining traditional calendars. For
instance, the Chinese lunar New Year
occurred on January 25th, AD 2020,
but marked the start of its year 4718
in the complex traditional Chinese
calendar. Moslem calendars begin in
AD 622. The Mayan calendar dated
creation at around 3114 BC, and
notoriously some thought that meant
it also predicted the world would end
in AD 2014. The current Jewish or
Hebrew calendar is also quite
complicated. It assumes creation
occurred 5,780 years ago, based
initially on early Bible books
attributed to Moses. In summary,
major groupings of the world’s
current population disagree
(theoretically at least) on when the
world began, and in some respects on
what the date is today!

Nevertheless, in AD 2004 for all
official business, most of the world
adopted (by an ISO standard) the
Gregorian calendar devised in AD
1582, and the BC/AD dates used here
are in accordance with that calendar.
Gregorian dates depend heavily on
calculations of Jesus’ birth.
Historically, even China adopted the
Gregorian calendar for official
calendar purposes in AD 1912, then
marking the end of ascribing calendar
periods to reigning emperors. But
Chinese festival dates are still
determined by its traditional calendar,
not the Gregorian calendar, and that
includes the main festival of Chinese
New Year.

This year’s New Year celebrations in
China were brought almost to a halt
by the need to control the spread of a
rampant new strain of coronavirus, an
infection with some strikingly similar
and fatal effects as the SARS virus,
which began in the Chinese province
of Guangdong in AD 2002. Both
could have resulted from people
buying infectious animals in live
animal markets.  These days, the
largest annual population movement
in the world occurs with the Chinese
New Year, when millions of city
workers return to their rural homes to
reunite with their families. This year,
the Chinese government had to clamp
down on travel to contain the spread
of the virus.

Diet restrictions in Moses’ Law
would have forbidden what seems to
have led to the new strain of
coronavirus in humans; keeping
God’s law may help to prevent
human suffering. Moses famously led
the exodus of the Hebrew slaves from
Egypt back to their ancestral land,
likely a greater proportion of the
world population then than the
Chinese at their new year! By some
calculations, that may have amazingly
involved about 2 million people on
the move, on foot; a distinct health
hazard, but God promised them
exceptional immunity from disease if
they would willingly obey His laws.1
He also miraculously provided them
with nutritious ‘manna’. Despite their
failings, we read: Forty years you
sustained them in the wilderness, and
they lacked nothing. Their clothes did
not wear out and their feet did not

swell.2 Divine interventions overcame
the natural risks.

Atheists may note that world religions
do not even agree on how earth
history is dated, and they will also say
that any loving god would never
permit the world conditions we see
around us, typified by natural
disasters, painful inequality and awful
suffering, often resulting from
disease. They deny human
culpability, and reject God’s
existence because their imagined god
is one who would necessarily
intervene to prevent all such harm and
danger and, instead, miraculously
provide a life of happiness for all
(interestingly, it is atheistically
inclined governments that have
intentionally killed the most people!).
Effectively, they instead bow
willingly to another god: chance. The
God of the Bible is nevertheless
proceeding through time (however we
disagree about measuring it!) to
provide eternal salvation at His
expense for all people who willingly
comply with His terms. Choice, rather
than chance, completes the picture. A
logical concept of this real God must
conclude that, en route to His goal,
we are actually living in the best
possible universe to achieve it.  If
there were a better scenario, this truly
all-knowing and all-powerful God
would indeed have employed it.
Fairness is provided by eternal
blessings that outweigh the unwanted
but necessary and time-limited
adversities; He also displays He is a
God of both justice and love; see 2
Corinthians 4:16-18.

If we don’t agree on what year it is, or
on dating of the past, let us agree that
the future timeline is fundamentally
important. And remember: Besides
this you know the time, that the hour
has come for you to wake from sleep.
For salvation is nearer to us now
than when we first believed.3

References: (1) Ex. 15:26  (2) Neh.
9:21  (3) Rom. 13:11

Bible quotations from ESV

The time is right
Geoff Hydon, Mount Forest, Canada
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Personal story

God spoke to me
An interview with David Totten, Liverpool, England

My name is David Totten, currently
living in Liverpool, and married to
Christine. We have four daughters
and four beautiful grandchildren.

I was born in Glasgow, Scotland (the
Gorbals), but we left when I was
about two years old, and ended up in
Bolton in the north of England where
I grew up with five sisters and two
brothers. I don’t remember any
family occasion that I consider to
have been a happy one. Both my
parents were alcoholics, and were
married for eighteen years before
they divorced. But they did send us
children to Sunday school. One of
my earliest memories in life is sitting
on the floor of the Church of God in
Bolton Sunday school, aged 4, with
Jean Paterson, singing songs. We
looked forward to the annual Sunday
School days out because it meant a
trip in a minibus – the only time we
went anywhere. Then, around the
age of ten, I learnt that the church
held an annual camp. I only
discovered years later that
individuals in the church paid for us
to attend camp for years, not only for
myself, but also for my two brothers
and, in addition to that, we were
always kitted out in new shoes and
clothes for the week!

At camp, people actually showed
love for others, which felt really
strange to me! Then to be told that I
was loved by God and that He gave
His Son to die for me was even more
amazing. I put my name in John 3:16
and one night on the hill at
Billington camp I gave my life to the
Lord. God uses people to do His
work, and I thank God for the
campers who led me to Christ, and
for the work and love of the church
in Bolton.

Meanwhile, back at home people
didn’t care.

What was life like as you grew
up?
Aged 11, I left home and moved in
with my older sister Janet.
Gradually, other things came into my
life, and I stopped attending Sunday
school. Then, out of the blue, I was
asked if I wanted to return to camp,
and so found myself at Billington
again, amongst old friends. Once
again, I heard the God to whom I’d
given my life at the age of ten
speaking to me. At the end of that
camp, I found myself knocking on
the church door in Bolton asking to
be baptised. I was only 15, but my
mum agreed, so I was baptised in the
church hall in Leigh. Only my sister
Janet attended from my family.

Two of my sisters, my youngest
brother, and my mother have since
died due to alcohol and drugs. A
third sister only has a few percent of
her liver working and takes about 50
tablets daily to survive. My dad, in a
drunken state, lay down in the
middle of a busy road and, as you
can guess, there was only one
outcome. What a difference knowing
the Lord has made in my life!

I was added to the Church of God in
Bolton and was helped by regularly
attending classes at the home of
Philip and Hilary Jones in Leigh that
were run by Brian, one of the editors
of this magazine.

Around age 16, I left school and was
taken in to live in the home of Bill
and Jean Paterson. They took me in
and for the first time I saw what a
family was supposed to be like.

Eventually, I moved to Liverpool
where I struggled to settle at first in a
bigger church. But there were caring
couples who always invited the
teenagers around for a meal. Around
the age of 20, I married Christine.

Now, can you bring us up to
date?
I’m ashamed to say I was in and out
of the church, and even when I did
attend, I wasn’t fully committed. But
God, who called me into His
fellowship of churches, is a forgiving
God.

Christine had been helping with the
church’s Mother & Toddler Group
for years. I used to run my own
photographic business, and – on the
30th of June 2012, I think it was – I
received a ’phonecall. The caller
informed me that her husband Jim
had died and asking if I wouldn’t
mind passing it on to Christine to let
the other workers of the Mother &
Toddlers know. Wow! Here was
‘Auntie Do’ – a lady in the Liverpool
church who’d just lost her husband –
caring for others; still showing God’s
love during her own grief. After the
’phonecall, I just sat in my chair for
a while and I truly believe God
spoke to me a third time, challenging
me about my life.

That was nearly eight years ago, but
God has kept me in His house (the
Churches of God) since then, and all
I can say is: “I would rather be a
doorkeeper in the house of my God
than dwell in the tents of
wickedness” (Ps. 84:10).

If you would like to read a fuller
version of David’s story, please
contact editors:
editors@neededtruth.info
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Mission

Malawi Youth Camp
Clifford Beni, Ndirande & Joseph Beka, Chilomoni, Malawi

Youth camp is one of the best moments that youth from
all Malawian churches of God don’t want to miss. During
2019 youth camp, some of the youth from all assemblies
had an opportunity of meeting, interacting and sharing
experiences while learning from the Word of God.

The 2019 Malawi youth camp took place at Michiru View
Secondary School, Blantyre, in which 95 youth from
thirteen churches met for six days from 25-30 August.
There was a sports program each day, and also times for
singing. The youth enjoyed competitive Bible ‘sword-
fencing’ – seeing who was the fastest to find, look up and
read out Bible references or quotes. Group discussions
also went down well.

On the first day, a clear Gospel presentation provoked a
dramatic response. Later counselling showed that some
youths professed salvation; others testified to gaining a
degree of assurance they had not previously known; while
yet others came under conviction that they were not living
in a way that was compatible with the glorious reality of
the Gospel message.

The camp was graced with teachers such as Brian
Johnston, Kevin Beal, Goodson Mankhwazi and Clifford
Beni. The availability of our visiting brethren Brian and
Kevin made the 2019 Camp meeting much more
interactive as they tackled a lot of questions from
the youth. The youth were enriched in the
teachings of the Word of God focused on
‘Spiritual Growth.’ This was intended to stir the
youth to take a further step in their lives in
growing from spiritual babes, children and young
people to becoming spiritually mature.

The teaching centred on Ephesians 4:11-15 from
which the youth learned that God’s main purpose
for growth is that we grow up in all things into …

Christ. It was stressed that this growth was to be in
feelings, thoughts, words, attitudes, as well as actions.

We learned that certain spiritual gifts have been given to
the church to prepare God’s people for works of service.1
We must be willing to be mentored until we have
discovered our own gift.

A desire to take the lead in various church activities will
not be fulfilled overnight. There must first be a keen
interest in the pure milk of the word, that you may grow.2

The youth discovered that growth isn’t automatic, but
takes place in stages: we advance through the daily
reading of the Word of God.3  If there is such meditation
on the Word, there will always be evidence of it – as we
read in 1 Timothy 4:15-16 your progress may be evident
to all.

Finally, we devoted time to a consideration of the
obstacles to growth. It doesn’t make sense to desire
growth while maintaining a previous lifestyle. Our
conduct [must] be worthy of the gospel of Christ.4 This, in
effect, brought us back full cycle to the early Gospel
challenge with which the 2019 Malawi Camp had opened.
References: (1) Eph. 4:11-13 (2) 1 Peter 2:2  (3) 2 Pet. 1:5-7
(4) Phil. 1:27     Quotations from NKJV
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When John wrote the book of Revelation, he was told to send it to seven
churches in Asia. He was nearing 100 years of age, and had seen a lot of
changes. As a faithful Israelite he had become a follower of Jesus the
Messiah in his youth. That changed everything. He had been a humble
fisherman and a fisherman’s son, but the Lord called him to fish for men,
and he did. As an apostle he was equipped by God to serve in one of the
most important roles of any man alive in his day, even compared to the
Roman emperor. And he brought to that role a priority of love for God
and love for fellow disciples that he himself had experienced first hand
in his relationship with Jesus; he remained ‘the disciple whom Jesus
loved’. In the second century, people looked back on John’s life and
testimony almost in awe.

Now we turn the corner and start a new year. For some it marks not
just an annual cycle but a centenary. In our main series, readers of
this issue of NT will be introduced to 100 years of God’s work in
Africa in Churches of God. Initiatives of a century ago bore fruit.
Against a background of concern about risks to life and health,
faithful men and women left their homes and dedicated their lives
to ‘fishing for men’ in Africa. Today there are churches of God
in seven countries in Africa, with competent leaders supporting
keen disciples. You may find it interesting to compare the
account of early progress there with the article on being Battle
Ready.

There is a wide array of other items to read in this issue. If
Africa was a ‘tough row to hoe’ in terms of evangelism, then
read about Samaria and delight in how a sovereign God
displays His grace, even where opposition is strongest. If
you’re in more contemplative mood, read the lovely
contribution on the Servant Song of Isaiah’s prophecy.
And if the work of others looms large and you’re the type
of person who’s prone to self-criticism in large
proportion, read our article on guilt. But don’t miss the
other items, which hopefully bring a helpful balance to
address different readers’ needs.

May God bless you in your own service for Him in
this New Year!

Geoff
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In Issue 04-19, p12, we paraphrased an unidentified,
informal quote from the Bible by substituting the
indefinite article. The writer wishes it had remained
‘the brother for whom Christ died’, since these were
the recalled spoken words.  Eds
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Lessons in leadership

Battle ready
Tony Smith, Kirkintilloch, Scotland

All these were descendants of Asher – heads
of families, choice men, brave warriors and
outstanding leaders. The number of men
ready for battle, as listed in their genealogy,
was 26,000.1

These men possessed great qualities of leadership.
Their legacy is traced back to their forefather Asher,
whose name means ‘happy’. When Leah thought she was
not going to have any more children she gave her maid
Zilpah to be Jacob’s wife, who bore him two sons. The
second son was Asher and, when he was born, Leah said,
“How happy I am! The women will call me happy.” So
she named him Asher.2

Jacob’s later blessing on Asher was that,

“Asher’s food will be rich;
he will provide delicacies fit for a king.”3

Moses said about the tribe of Asher,

“Most blessed of sons is Asher;
let him be favored by his brothers, and let him bathe

his feet in oil.
The bolts of your gates will be iron and bronze,
and your strength will equal your days.”4

The tribe of Asher was one of the most blessed, with
brave sons and beautiful daughters who married kings and
priests. These men of Asher’s tribe were influential
among their brothers, having fertile olive groves
providing an abundance of oil ‘to wash their faces and
feet’ and their fortresses were strong and secure.

Although some of Asher’s later descendants made poor
choices, these immediate ones, mentioned in 1 Chronicles
7:40, were model leaders. They were heads of families,
choice men, brave warriors and outstanding leaders (chief
princes).

The four qualities they possessed are still relevant today
for leaders of God’s people. The first of these is
fatherhood (heads of families). Good church leadership
begins at home. The Bible says, for if a man does not
know how to rule his own house, how will he take care of
the church of God?5 A useful instruction is found in
Ephesians 6:4, Fathers do not exasperate your children;
Instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of
the Lord.

The second quality is character (choice men). If there is
one thing that makes a ‘choice man’, it is character. These
were men of integrity, who gained the respect and

affection of their brothers. In the same way, the Bible says
overseers must be men, above reproach ... temperate, self
controlled, respectable6 – the same man at home, at work
and at church. He must also have a good reputation with
outsiders.7

The third quality is boldness (brave warriors). They were
engaged in warfare and boldly led the attack on the
enemies of God’s people. We, too, are warriors for God in
a spiritual conflict, but our struggle is not against flesh
and blood, but against ... the spiritual forces of evil.8 We
are contending for the faith and are warriors for the gospel
of Jesus Christ. The apostle Paul wrote, I will fearlessly
make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an
ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it
fearlessly, as I should.9

The fourth quality is leadership (outstanding leadership).
These were men you could follow. They mentored,
motivated and moved their militia, those 26,000 men
ready for battle. These were father-hearted leaders who
could inspire and rally their forces to achieve great things.
This is indeed a challenge to those who would care for
churches of God in our day, not only to manage church
affairs, but to be leaders, preparing God’s people for the
battle ahead in the 21st Century.

The last verse of Charles Wesley’s hymn, ‘Soldiers of
Christ Arise’, says:

‘From strength to strength go on, wrestle, and fight,
and pray,

Tread all the powers of darkness down and win the
well-fought day.

Still let the Spirit cry in all His soldiers, “Come!”
Till Christ the Lord descends from high and takes the

conquerors home.’10

References: (1) 1 Chron. 7:40  (2) Gen. 30:12  (3) Gen.
49:20  (4) Deut. 33:24-25  (5) 1 Tim. 3:5 NKJV  (6) 1
Tim. 3:2  (7) 1 Tim. 3:7  (8) Eph. 6:12  (9) Eph. 6:19-20
(10) C.Wesley, The United Methodist Hymnal 513
Quotations from NIV unless stated otherwise
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Isaiah’s writings are some of the most beautiful in our
Bible. He was a man proclaiming judgement on Israel and
Judah, and on the nations beyond. Yet through his
prophecies there run rich themes of hope, rooted firmly in
the promise of the Davidic Messiah – hope that,
wonderfully, flows beyond Israel and into the Gentile
world. Isaiah presents Messiah as a branch,1 as a king,2 as
a great liberator,3 and as a Servant. After judgement is
spoken in the first 35 chapters of the book, and following
an interlude documenting Hezekiah’s experiences
(chapters 36-39), chapter 40 offers a balm to Isaiah’s
audience – “Comfort, O comfort My people” (v.1). This
is the message of Isaiah – and the comfort being offered
to his listeners comes from hope in the Messiah: the
Servant that we will consider in this NT series.

The True Servant
In the verses leading up to our portion, the Lord, through
Isaiah’s writing, invites us to ‘behold’ the idols;4 those
who ‘are of no account’, and who have no power to
“declare the things that are going to come afterward”

(power that is a validation of the Divine). He also invites
us to ‘behold’ the idolaters; those who have no answer for
the plight of the nations, because they trust in “wind and
emptiness”.5

As we move into Isaiah 42, however, the Lord invites us
to “Behold, My Servant”.6 It is a term used in reference to
“My servant Moses”7 and “My servant David”8 –
indicating a high standing in the service of God. Yet here
we have no proper name attached to the term – the Lord
says, simply, “My Servant” – perhaps suggesting the
definitive and model Servant of God.

We have been introduced to Israel as the servant in
chapter 41:8 – a servant that was flawed and faltering. But
here we have, in the Messiah, the fulfilment of what Israel
could have been for God – but fell so far short of (see
also, for example, the degenerate vine,9 in contrast to “the
true vine”10). In chapter 42, Isaiah has introduced us to
the true and perfect Servant of God.

God’s relationship with the Servant
“Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold”.6 God is
gripping this Servant – holding Him fast. The
picture is of the hand of God the Father, firmly
upholding His Son during His life on earth. The
theme of the reliance of the Lord Jesus on His
God and Father is one on which the apostle John
particularly majors, recording the Lord’s own
teaching on His relationship with His Father: “the
Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it
is something He sees the Father doing; for
whatever the Father does, these things the Son
also does in like manner”11 and again, “the words
that I say to you I do not speak on My own
initiative, but the Father abiding in Me does His
works”.12 In all that the Lord Jesus did, His Father
acted along with Him.

“… in whom My soul delights. I have put My
Spirit upon Him”:6 words and imagery that bring
us to the baptism of the Lord Jesus. He was the
one of whom the Father said, “This is My beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased.” Matthew 3
records that the Spirit of God descended in the
form of a dove, lighting on Him13 – a visible
symbol to those who had gathered by the Jordan
that day, that God had put His Spirit upon the
Lord Jesus, in the inauguration of His public
work. The record of the Gospels demonstrates that
not only was the Lord Jesus reliant on His Father,
but that He lived by the Spirit of God.

Isaiah’s Servant Songs

Isaiah 42:1-4
Stephen McCabe, Belfast, N.Ireland

“Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold;
My chosen one in whom My soul

delights.
I have put My Spirit upon Him;

He will bring forth justice to the nations.
He will not cry out or raise His voice,

Nor make His voice heard in the street.
A bruised reed He will not break

And a dimly burning wick He will not
extinguish;

He will faithfully bring forth justice.
He will not be disheartened or crushed
Until He has established justice in the

earth;
And the coastlands will wait expectantly

for His law.”
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Immediately after this event, we read that He was led,14

or impelled,15 by the Spirit. Looking back on his time
with the Lord Jesus, Peter could say that, God anointed
Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and … He
went about doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.16 God
was intimately involved with His Servant.

The goal of the Servant
“He will bring forth justice to the nations.”6 The
Hebrew word translated as ‘justice’ is linked in the Old
Testament to God’s decisions, as revealed in His
teachings and law, and so scholars note that it is
synonymous with God’s truth. Motyer helpfully states
that, ‘…‘justice’ summarises those things which the Lord
has authoritatively settled’.17 Here is God’s Servant,
bringing the settled truth of God to a world saturated in
idolatry, with no remedy of its own. How necessary is the
task of the Servant! And we see clearly that the Servant
will bring forth this ‘justice’ not only for Israel, but for
‘the nations’.

The justice of God, delivered by the hand of the Lord
Jesus, changed people’s lives! What did this look like?
We have already considered Peter’s concise description of
the Lord doing good and healing all who were oppressed
by the devil.16 This kind of scene is recorded many times
for us in the gospel accounts. Another beautiful passage
says, they brought to Him all who were ill, those suffering
with various diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics,
paralytics; and He healed them.18 Healing where there
was pain and suffering. Bringing knowledge of God
where there was ignorance. Forgiving where there was
repentance. This was the rule of God breaking into
people’s lives in the person of His Son, His Servant. The
Lord Jesus was administering justice – setting things
right, as God would have them.

Ultimately, in what seems like the greatest of injustices,
in the crucifixion of this lovely Servant of God, we see
the securing of God’s justice eternally – having died for
sins once for all, the just for the unjust,19 the Lord Jesus
Christ has paid the penalty for sin, and brought us back to
God – setting things right for eternity.

Consider the manner in which the Servant will carry out
His work: “He will not cry out or raise His voice, Nor
make His voice heard in the street.”20 How beautiful is
the character evident in the Servant! In contrast to the way
of the nations, the manner in which He will bring justice
is not through force or bluster. Here is one who, through
the quiet beauty of His character drew those who were in
need to God the Father. And He met so many in need –
bruised reeds and dimly burning wicks.21 A bruised reed
has been damaged in some way – but not irreparably, in
His hands. Isaiah’s promise is not that the reed will never
be bruised – bruising may be expected in life, perhaps
even to our benefit – but that in the hands of the Servant,
the bruised reed will not be discarded. The dimly burning
wick will not be extinguished. This is the Servant
manifesting the revealed character of God: a broken spirit
and a contrite heart, O God, You will not despise.22

Notice, just as He is gentle with the bruised and
smouldering, the resilience of the Servant – “He will not
be disheartened or crushed.”23 Think of the hostility from
sinners that He faced24 – and all the darkness of Calvary.
Yet, He has come through this, so that we know that His
work (of bringing justice, setting things right, with the
nations) will be carried through to overwhelming success.

Matthew quotes Isaiah 42:1-4 in full, to summarise the
work and character of the Lord Jesus – having withdrawn
from the Pharisees who conspired to destroy Him, and
having healed the many who followed Him, He warned
them not to tell who He was.25 This, Matthew tells us, was
the character of the Servant foretold by Isaiah: gently and
compassionately healing all those who were sick and
suffering; not seeking the attention or praise of men.
Quoting the Septuagint, Matthew says: …He leads justice
to victory, and in His name the Gentiles will hope.26

Serving God today
If we are to serve God today, we will learn from the
Servant of Isaiah 42. In the matter of servanthood (as in
all things), the Lord Jesus is our Teacher. Have this
attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus.27

We learn from Him that God’s justice is important –
putting things as God would have them, with the Father
acting along with us. We learn of the character that we
seek to cultivate as servants, by God’s grace and work in
our lives – gentle, attentive to the needs of others, ready
to encourage and restore, resilient and courageous in the
face of trial. The same Spirit of God that was upon Him
dwells in us – so, fully equipped, may we seek to follow
Him in work and character.

References:  (1) Isa. 11:1  (2) Isa. 9:7  (3) Isa.61:1-3
(4) Isa. 41:23-24  (5) Isa. 41:29  (6) Isa. 42:1  (7) Num.
12:7  (8) Ezek. 37:24  (9) Jer. 2:21  (10) John 15:1
(11) John 5:19  (12) John 14:10  (13) Mat. 3:16  (14) Mat.
4:1  (15) Mark 1:12  (16) Acts 10:38  (17) See J. Alec
Motyer, The Prophecy of Isaiah: An Introduction &
Commentary  (18) Mat. 4:24  (19) 1 Pet. 3:18  (20) Isa.
42:2  (21) Isa. 42:3  (22) Ps. 51:17  (23) Isa. 42:4
(24) Heb. 12:3  (25) Mat. 12:16  (26) Mat. 12:20-21
(27) Phil. 2:5

Bible quotations are NASB
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Surviving guilt
Brian Johnston, Leigh, England

To feel guilt is to experience
emotional remorse, believing –
rightly or wrongly – we’re
responsible for something wrong.
Taking a biblical example where the
guilt was real: Immediately a rooster
crowed a second time. And Peter
remembered how Jesus had made the
remark to him, “Before a rooster
crows twice you, will deny Me three
times.” And he began to weep.1

Unrealistic expectations
It had all started out with Peter
having an unrealistic expectation of
himself. The Lord had forewarned
Peter that he would deny Him.2 Peter
had kicked against that. Whenever
we expect more of ourselves than the
Lord does, it has to mean that we’re
being unrealistic and setting
ourselves up for disappointment,
with its baggage of guilt feelings. An
oldest child may think s/he is
expected to take care of other
siblings, whether able to or not. A
wife feels she is expected to work 40
hours a week, rear children, keep
house, please her husband, all while
faithfully serving in the local church.
Church workers may overload
themselves with all of the
evangelism, teaching, pastoral care
and administration that all in the
local church are supposed to be
involved in. Unlike Peter’s case,
there may or may not be actual sin
associated with these examples.

Exposing perfectionism
The Apostle John challenges people
who were denying reality as he
begins his first letter.3 First, he
makes quite sure we understand that
it’s totally unrealistic for us to expect
to live a sinless life. Perfectionism is
often the first step towards feeling
guilty. Attempting excellence is one
thing, but demanding perfection is
quite another. Then John explains
our need to confess the real sins we
can’t deny: If we confess our sins,
He is faithful and righteous to
forgive us.4

Going back to Peter, it’s
not what the crowd says
to Peter, as much as what
he says to himself, that
makes him weep. With us,
the thing loading us with guilt may
be something that others don’t know
about, but something we feel
responsible for. It could be, for
example, we weren’t available for a
friend and then something bad
happened to them. There’s a long list
of things that tempt us to be anxious
about how God will deal with us.

While some of us silence these
concerns, others deal with a sense of
guilt by allowing themselves to be
manipulated by others. A single
mother allows her 30-year-old son to
manipulate her. Her way of dealing
with feelings of guilt is to accept this
treatment as the price she must pay
for what she guiltily believes she is
responsible for.

Feeling guilty or being
convicted?
Feeling guilty, however, doesn’t
always mean that we truly are guilty
before God. It’s good to distinguish
between general, vague feelings of
guilt and times when we come under
specific conviction. The Holy Spirit
convicts us of any actual guilt before
God; He doesn’t just make us feel
guilty. Conviction is a heartfelt state
of remorse leading to repentance;
whereas mere guilt feelings on their
own can lead to anxiety, depression
or some other unhealthy situation.
Repentance is about turning around
to do God’s will, instead of
continuing in sin.

Beware self-pity
It’s one thing to feel guilty about not
being the best parent you could have
been, but it’s another thing – if
convicted that it’s true – to do the
best you can from here on in. God
uses conviction to help us to repent.
It’s the Devil who uses mere guilt

feelings to have us wallow in self-
pity.

Accepting God’s forgiveness
when at fault
Peter learnt to do that. There’s no
ongoing saga running through the
New Testament of how he repeatedly
beat up on himself by recalling his
denials. The Lord had singled him
out for attention in resurrection,5 and
Peter was graciously helped. He was
clearly ready to move on. He’s a
monument to the power of God’s
grace that we, too, can access.
Realistically, while God forgives,
other people may not. Guilt says, “I
am responsible”; but forgiveness
says, “No payment is required.”

Coping with (legalistic)
expectations of others
Some of us are helped to feel guilty:
when peers, parents or other advisors
flood us with their guidance.
Legalism fails to observe that, in
Exodus 20:2, the Law was not given
to earn deliverance and adoption, but
after these had already been secured.

Faith, not feelings
We should live by faith and not by
feelings, far less by the opinion of
others. If there are times when our
emotions suggest to us something
different from what God’s Word
teaches us, we need to walk by faith
in God’s Word, and not by our
feelings. If we confess, and God says
in His Word that He forgives, and
after that we try our best, then any
paralyzing negative emotions must
be rejected as being without basis. It
is the Devil’s tactic.

References: (1) Mark 14:72  (2) see
Mark 14:30  (3) 1 John 1:6,8,10; 2:4
(4) 1 John 1:9  (5) Mark 16:7; John
21       Bible quotations from NASB
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We can work out some things just by looking around.
The precision and beauty of our earth and the known
universe tell us that there has to be an intelligent designer
behind it. We know that nothing comes from nothing and
that things that work in harmony with observable laws
and principles can’t arrive at that point by fluke or
chance! But it takes that intelligent designer to reveal
Himself to us in order for us to know who He is. And
God has done that by a process of revelation, inspiration
and preservation.

Revelation is God telling us about Himself. He does this
through the pages of the Bible where we also find out
about the Lord Jesus, the final revelation from God to
people.1 How else could we know that God loves us, that
we are all contaminated by sin which makes God angry
with us and that the Lord Jesus became the sacrifice by
which that disastrous situation could be put right?
J.I. Packer writes:

‘The content of the Bible is revelation. The process
by which that content was written down is called
inspiration. And it wasn’t a high level of human
activity, it wasn’t even a high level of religious
human activity. Men were in the process but it
didn’t originate with them and it didn’t come from
their desire and their will, they were used as they
were carried along by the Holy Spirit and enabled
to speak from God. They spoke divine words. God
used them. It was their personality. It was their
background, some of their insights, their
experiences, their perceptions, but every word was
the word of God.  That’s the miracle of inspiration.
Men … they were used … carried along by the
Holy Spirit spoke from God.  That’s what the
Scripture says.’2

Inspiration, normally, is a brilliant or creative idea! But,
in respect to the Bible, we mean words breathed out by
God. This is God telling us about Himself. The Bible
puts it like this:

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, so that the servant of God may be
thoroughly equipped for every good work.3

That means that God, although using the personality and
style of the human author, ensured that only and exactly
what He wanted to be conveyed came to be written
down. Peter explains that: prophecy never had its origin
in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke
from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.4

That, of course, has implications. It means that what it
says cannot be a mistake, nor can it contradict itself or
simply be a product of its time. It is noteworthy that the
Lord Jesus accepted the Scriptures (our Old Testament)
as God’s Word,5 which ‘cannot be set aside’,6 and which
spoke about Him.7 God wrote some of Scripture directly
– like the two stone tablets given to Moses.8 But mostly
people wrote, collated or received an instruction and put
that into writing under the control of the Holy Spirit.

Preservation means that we can trust the Scriptures
because God has sovereignly overseen the process of
transmission over the centuries. Of course, like all
ancient hand-written documents, we do not have any of
the original manuscripts. We have copies of copies.
Doesn’t that lend itself to error upon error? Surprisingly
not! The scribes who transmitted the Scriptures took
great care even to the extent of counting all the individual
letters they had written and checking back to the original.
If there was a discrepancy, the copy was destroyed and
they started again. Copies of manuscripts can be dated
and, usually, older copies differ from more recent ones.
However the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls in 1947
showed how painstaking the scribes had been and that we
still have the same Old Testament as Jesus had. With the
New Testament there is an amazingly large number of
copies – a wealth of evidence – some dating back to only
100 years after it was written. God has certainly
preserved His Word so that we can be in no doubt about
being able to trust what we are reading.

References: (1) See Heb. 1:1-2  (2) JI Packer, God has
Spoken, Hodder & Stoughton 1998, p.91  (3) 2 Tim.
3:16-17  (4) 2 Pet. 1:21  (5) see Mark 7:9-13  (6) John
10:35  (7) See Luke 24:27, 44; John 5:39  (8) See Ex.
31:18; Deut. 5:22

Bible quotations from NIV

Studying the Bible

Inspiration and preservation
David Webster, Liverpool, England
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The large ships of Elder Dempster Lines – the RMS
Zaria, SS Calabar, MV Accra, MV Aureol and others –
brought government officials, businessmen and
missionary expatriates into West Africa. We salute the
memory of the farewell meeting in Liverpool on Saturday
13 March 1920 when the Fellowship flagship of five
missionaries was encouraged through the Word of God
and prayer in preparation for the task ahead of them.

Who we were
The inhumane practices of people trafficking and slavery
had largely been abolished; nevertheless Africa had a
greater burden of deep spiritual bondage that would drive
its people to conscious eternal punishment in the lake of
fire. So the pioneers came from their relative comfort
zone in the UK and gave up everything to shocking
circumstances of savagery, repulsive sanitation, poverty,
deprivation and tropical diseases. We were deep in
idolatry, sorcery, polygamy, superstition and witchcraft.
We were by nature children of wrath. Living our lives
according to the prince of the power of the air … having
no hope and without God in the world.1 They came so
that we might be saved from the consequences of sin, to
know reconciliation, redemption, regeneration and the
imputation of Christ’s righteousness. Those missionaries
were willing to live among the people in their shanty
quarters to proclaim Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.2

The pioneers
During the First World War, a brother named Edwin
Matthew who belonged to the Church of God in London
began to have a strong interest in missionary work in
West Africa. He owned a good pharmacy business in
London. He ran a Sunday school composed mainly of
poor and rough children, and

they loved him. He was of an age when most men are
settling down and thinking of retirement, but instead his
thoughts were all of Africa. He started to take Hausa
language classes in London, for it was in his mind to go to
North-Eastern Nigeria. Often, when he spoke at a church
meeting, it would be about Ebed-Melech, the Ethiopian
Eunuch or some other Africa-related story. Mr Matthew
had married, but their two children both died in infancy
and Mrs Matthew was prepared to go with him to West
Africa.

In 1914, a brother who worked in shipbuilding went out
to Forcados near Warri, Nigeria, on a contract and this
quickened the interest of the Fellowship concerning West
Africa. His name was Tom Wallace of Barrow, England.

In Barrhead, Scotland, a brother and his wife were also
interested in West Africa. They, too, were of an age when
they might have felt settled in life. Mr JPA Taylor had an
important post in the ceramic industry.

Thus the Lord was working in several ways to bring about
work in Nigeria and the British Isles and Overseas
Conference of overseers (as it was then called) realized
that it was so, and gave its approval for the UK5 to go
out. In March 17, 1920 the pioneers sailed from Liverpool
– Mr and Mrs JPA Taylor, Mr and Mrs Edwin Matthew
and Willie T Terrell, a younger man – arrived in Lagos on
5 April 1920 and were met by Tom Wallace. The
Fellowship of Churches of God as a whole was keenly
interested and much prayer was made for the venture.

Fellowship fears
The primitive conditions in which our little band of
expatriates lived, and perhaps also the age of some of

them, took its toll on them in the struggle they had to
endure. In 1924, the fears of the Fellowship began to
manifest themselves. The Lord called brother
Matthew home after a brief illness. Then Mrs
Taylor, the first wife of John PA Taylor, passed
away about the same time. In 1925, Tom Wallace
was ‘called home’ and they were all buried in
Ibadan. Notwithstanding, fifteen Lord’s servants
and 76 visitors from the UK and Canada would
come to support the work in West Africa.

The constituents of the gospel message
These men and women had come to Africa with a
mandate to “Go … and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them … teaching them to
observe all that [the Lord] commanded,”3 and

“As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.”4 They

100 years in Africa

Early pioneers
Eric Sampou, Port Harcourt, Nigeria

Departure of the MV Accra from Liverpool, UK, 1924
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were compelled by their love for God and their
willingness to suffer for His sake to do the will of God. It
had nothing to do with politics, science or philosophy, but
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures and
that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third
day according to the Scriptures.5 Paul spoke of:
“repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus
Christ.”6

The first church of God in Lagos
A sufficient number of 21 men and two women were
baptized in Five Cowrie Creek and responded to the truths
of Scripture, for a church of God to be planted in Lagos
on 8 May 1921. There were several Kru brethren from
Liberia in the church. They had come to Lagos to work. It
was owing to this connection that the church in Grand
Cess, Liberia came into existence.

Good leadership
Soon after landing in Lagos, they got in touch with Mr
Beyioku Alase. He was to prove a faithful overseer and
great help in the work.

Samuel Moore was soon noticed at the open air meetings
in Lagos. Over six feet tall and proportionately broad – a
Kru man who was very clear about the way of salvation.
He became deeply exercised and, in 1929, the Overseers
Conference recognised S. Moore as someone who was
sent out in full-time work for the Lord.

He worked hard in Lagos and Ibadan, and in Liberia in
the planting of the Church of God in Grand Cess in
November 1934. Effective leadership requires the
commitment of faithful men. Paul declared: The things
which you have heard from me in the presence of many
witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will be able to
teach others also.7 Jesus said to Peter, “Tend my lambs”;
“Shepherd my sheep.”8 Peter himself later wrote,
Shepherd the flock of God.9 Succession is
important and, after 100 years, our UK brethren
have left behind leaders to continue the work.

There have been disappointments and times
when the Adversary has made strong attacks
on the work, as he always will in any work
for God. It is the Fellowship’s prayer that the
churches of God in Africa will stand firm
and increase until the Lord comes and that
brethren will become increasingly
responsible to guide the churches in full
fellowship with all the overseers of the
Churches of God in other countries.

The good Lord has worked for His people
and we are very appreciative.

References: (1) Eph. 2:2-3,12  (2) 1 Cor.
2:2  (3) Mat. 28:18-20  (4) John 20:21
(5) 1 Cor. 15:3-4 (6) Acts 20:21  (7) 2
Tim. 2:2  (8) John 21:15-16  (9) 1 Pet.
5:2

Bible quotations from NASB

Samuel Moore

Saying “Goodbye” to Mr JPA Taylor
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But when that which is perfect has come, then that
which is in part will be done away. (1 Cor. 13:10)

It seems there is difference of opinion about the meaning
of ‘that which is perfect has come’ in this passage. How
should we explain it?

It is perhaps best to see this verse as simply a maxim;
when we have a whole thing we don’t have to just
manage with parts. The parts in the Apostle’s mind seem
to be the spiritual gifts that can edify the church.
Perfection implies being completely edified and having
all the knowledge we ever need. We are still on the way
to that future reality, but we should in the meantime keep
things in perspective, not inflating individual spiritual
gifts beyond their importance. Instead, we should focus
on key things that characterise not just the present
situation, but the ultimate objective, when faith, hope and
love are fulfilled and love is dominant.

It is good to think about what is meant by ‘perfect’ here,
before we try to say when it will be accomplished. Perfect
may mean without fault, sinless. However, the Greek
word Paul used here is translated in eighteen other places
by ‘complete’ or ‘mature’ as well as by ‘perfect’. In fact,
Strong’s Concordance tells us that the primary meaning
of his Greek word teleios is indeed: ‘having reached its
end, complete, perfect’. Paul used other Greek words
when he meant faultless or blameless. But here he is not
comparing sinfulness with sinlessness, he is comparing
something that is only partly accomplished with its final
completion.  For instance, he speaks of childhood
compared to manhood, or seeing a partial reflection
versus seeing face to face. He is applying that idea of
perfection, in the overall context of his teaching
concerning spiritual gifts in 1 Corinthians 12-14. The
Corinthians were evidencing wrongful pride in their gifts,
and needed to be redirected to a proper evaluation and use
of them. So Paul emphasizes that the ones they most
highly prize will in fact fade in importance. He lifts their
sights to the higher requirements of love and edification.

But what could cause the need for these gifts to cease?
One obvious answer, adopted by many in their
interpretation of this passage, is to say it will be when the
Lord comes back. How true! And that fits well with
Paul’s opening words to the Corinthians in this letter.1 It
also fits well with the timing of ‘then’ in 1 Corinthians
13:12, which clearly contrasts Paul’s present experience
with a very different future time when Paul’s knowledge
will no longer be partial.2 But could there be something
else that would relieve the need for some spiritual gifts
even before the Lord comes? Yes!

Here Paul focuses on the miraculous ability to speak
God’s word, to prophesy or to speak in tongues. But if
God fully reveals His Word, the importance of those
partial expressions of its transmission will fade. It is clear
that what Christians have to believe and practise is termed
in Scripture ‘the faith’. From Jude 1:3 we can see that the
faith, the body of Christian doctrine, was not delivered
complete all at once, but rather ‘once for all’. It was at
first awaited3 and it was being delivered orally in the days
of Acts 6:7; it was defended by Timothy in later years and
rejected by others.4 It was evidently first taught orally by
the Lord to the Apostles, ‘the faith’ and ‘the Apostles’
teaching’ being synonyms. The faith became ‘scripture’
when it was recorded in writing and that, too, was the
initiative of God.5 Men’s decisions to include books in the
Bible did not make them inspired Scripture; they already
were, and later inclusion in the Bible importantly relied
upon that.

It is reasonable that some miraculous gifts in Paul’s list6

would fall away when the written Word of God was
complete. Though initially essential, prophecy adding to
the Word of God would no longer be needed, the gift of
teaching would thus outlive the gift of prophecy.
Miraculous signs were intended to confirm that words and
actions were from God7 and were very much needed
when everything was learned by word of mouth.
Validation now comes from comparison with revealed
Scripture. Assuming Jude was not the last writer of New
Testament Scripture, his ‘once for all’ was still an
unfinished purpose when he and Paul wrote. But
subsequent completion of divine revelation is one
evidence of Paul’s maxim, even if he had more than that
in mind.

References: (1) 1 Cor. 1:4-8  (2) cf 1 John 3:2  (3) Gal.
3:23  (4) 1 Tim. 1:19; 6:12  (5) e.g. 2 Pet. 1:20-21  (6) 1
Cor. 12:28-31  (7) Mark 16:17-20; Heb. 2:3-4
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Can you help me with this?
Geoff Hydon, Mount Forest, Canada
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Problem places

Samaria: tactics used against truth
David Viles, Hayes, England

“Aren’t we right in saying you are a Samaritan and
demon-possessed?”1 The debate was becoming heated,
and the Jews surrounding Jesus felt free to abuse Him
with what amounted to a vicious racial and religious slur.
Although Jerusalem, where this exchange occurred, is
less than 70 km south of the city of Samaria, a huge
cultural and religious gulf divided the two. John’s
comment that Jews do not associate with Samaritans2

puts it mildly; the antipathy ran deep, reflecting, like
many such divisions, a long and bitter history.

The divided kingdom
Samaria was not an ancient city. King Omri of the
northern part of the divided kingdom of Israel and Judah
bought the hilltop site in around 880 BC and had Israel’s
capital built there, doubtless attracted by its strategic
position and defensive potential – a Mount Samaria3 in
opposition to Mount Zion. Although a notable military
leader, in spiritual terms Omri followed completely the
ways of Jeroboam and sinned more than all those before
him.4 Jeroboam, the first king of a separatist Israel, some
50 years earlier had enticed his people away from
Jerusalem, their true focus of devotion, by establishing
substitute worship centres – “It is too much for you to go
up to Jerusalem. Here are your gods, Israel, who brought
you up out of Egypt.”5 These were problem places indeed
for God’s chosen people – man-made religion based on
lies and served up ‘on a plate’ to the populace,
worshiping golden calves in place of God in His holy
temple. Omri’s son Ahab outdid even his father in
provoking God, erecting an altar to Baal on Samaria’s
hilltop,6 resulting in the inexorable descent of Israel from
spiritual rebellion through disastrous foreign alliances
and perversion of the people’s moral and social values, to
rank oppression of the poor.7 Despite God’s clear
warnings through prophets like Amos and Hosea and His
repeated protection of Israel from the warlike Syrians,8
neither Ahab nor his successors listened; final downfall
came with the army of Sargon of Assyria in 722 BC –
“Your calf is rejected, O Samaria … [it] shall be
broken to pieces.”9

Cultural confusion
The Assyrians had a simple, but effective,
policy of divide and rule to break the
resistance of conquered peoples – mass
deportation to far-flung parts of their
empire, and repopulation of the land by
other ethnic groups sharing no common
culture. Peoples of many nationalities with
their own religious traditions10 were settled
in what had been the northern kingdom. The

new inhabitants requested help from a Samaritan priest to
teach the people what the god of the land required, but
the teaching went only skin-deep: each national group
made its own gods.11 So when some of the exiles
returned from captivity to Judah they again found the
province of Samaria to be a problem place, offering
entrenched political and religious opposition to a
resurgent Jerusalem. The tactics used are familiar from
all eras where the advancement of the truth of God is
opposed: when outright bullying and mockery failed, as
it did in the days of the Medo-Persian kings,12

compromise was attempted to deflect the people from
obedience to God.13 By far the most insidious tactic
however – ultimately countered successfully by the
efforts of Ezra the scribe – was the undermining of the
people’s faith in God and their internal cohesion through
intermarriage with the ‘new’ Samaritan peoples.14

Destroying the barriers
Jesus had to go through Samaria, with all its
problematical religious traditions. Why, when He would
forbid His disciples to do so?15 Although the region of
Samaria offered the shortest route between Jerusalem and
Galilee, we discern the real reason for His decision in
that precious appointment at Sychar’s well which had
such startling and momentous consequences; through a
woman’s testimony many… Samaritans… believed in
Him.16 Thereafter, Samaria had a specific focus in the
spread of the Gospel message, with Acts 8 describing
how Philip pioneered the work of evangelism there. Our
Lord is still at work resolving the problem areas of
human relationships whether national, racial or cultural,
breaking down the ‘middle walls of partition’ erected by
humanity as He builds His church – to Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth!17 What a privilege to be joined with
Him in forwarding this great endeavour.
References: (1) John 8:48  (2) John 4:9  (3) Amos 6:1  (4) 1
Kings 16:25-26  (5) 1 Kings 12:28  (6) 1 Kings 16:32-33

(7) 2 Kings 1:1-4; Amos 2:6-8; 4:1-3; 6:1-2; 8:4-6
(8) 1 Kings 20:1-30; 2 Kings 6:24 - 7:20  (9) Hosea

8:5-6 NKJV; Micah 1:6-7  (10) 2 Kings 17:24-
33; Ezra 4:9-10  (11) 2 Kings 17:28-29  (12)
Ezra 4:6-24; 5:3-6:12; Neh. 4:1-11  (13) Ezra
4:1-5;  Neh. 6:1-14  (14) Ezra 9:1-10:16. It is

notable that the daughter of Sanballat, a
high official under Artaxerxes in the

province of Samaria, was married to a
grandson of the High Priest, Neh.
13:28  (15) John 4:4; Matt. 10:5
(16) John 4:39  (17) Acts 1:8
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Life in the beginning
God’s almighty act of bringing life to
humanity shows His power and
greatness. And the LORD God
formed man of the dust of the
ground, and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life; and man became a
living being.1 The breath came from
God into the body that had been
formed. Man became a living soul;
the created body was now animated.
God, the giver of life, spoke human
life into being with His own breath.

“The Spirit of God has made me,
And the breath of the

Almighty gives me life.”2

All would have remained very good
except for the fact that sin entered
that perfect world. The creator,
however, had a plan of salvation
ready for that eventuality, one that
renewed to life all who would turn
back to the great life-giver.

The one described as ‘the Word’ in
John 1 – who became the man Jesus –
was in existence when all created
things began: In the beginning was
the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. He was
in the beginning with God. All things
were made through Him, and without
Him nothing was made that was
made. In Him was life, and the life
was the light of men.3

He was one with God in nature, in
love, in cooperation, being fully God.
As God the Son, He was the maker.
He worked with His Father in
creating – and now in preserving – all
things. Words were spoken and,
through God’s great power, all things
that now exist came into being.

The gift of eternal life
The Son of God is the source of
natural life to His human creation,
and He also gives eternal life to
repentant sinners who believe in Him.

The life that was in Him was the
‘light of men’.

John later wrote: God has given us
eternal life, and this life is in His Son.
He who has the Son has life; he who
does not have the Son of God does
not have life.4

Jesus is the author and giver of ‘life to
the full’. He said, “I have come that
they may have life and that they may
have it more abundantly.”5

In Christ, we enjoy greater blessings
and privileges than any other people
in history. (Compare ourselves with
Job, who was blessed by the Lord
with twice as much as he had at the
start!6) Where sin abounded, grace
abounded much more.7

Blessings that God desires to give us
are greater than have ever been told
before in His Word. We are not
simply existing as Christians, but
those to whom the Son gives life will
have everything to make that life
blessed and happy. The spiritual
blessings that God gives mean that we
have both an abundance of life and a
sustained life.

Abundantly satisfied
The children of men put their trust

under the shadow of Your wings.
They are abundantly satisfied with

the fullness of Your house,
And You give them drink from the

river of Your pleasures.
For with You is the fountain of

life.8

The original Hebrew word translated
‘abundantly satisfied’ has the sense of
being soaked, saturated or satiated:
we have enough in the life that comes
from heaven, so as not to want the
scraps of the world.

The word translated ‘fullness’ means
fatness or abundance: delightful
provisions have been made in heaven

to give to us. The cream of all
spiritual delicacies!

And the river described in the Psalm
is plentiful, flowing, constant,
overflowing; there’s no need for
complaint.

The ‘river of pleasures’ reminds us of
the Garden of Eden and as a constant
source of delight to Adam and Eve;
all they needed was there, and so
much more!

And the fountain is the source of life,
happiness and wisdom. God is the
author of life and His blessings to us
stem from Himself.

Abiding in Christ
The requirement for us is to live near
to God, in His shadow, to abide with
Him and remain with Him.

“Abide in Me, and I in you. As the
branch cannot bear fruit of itself,
unless it abides in the vine, neither
can you, unless you abide in Me. I am
the vine, you are the branches. He
who abides in Me, and I in him, bears
much fruit; for without Me you can do
nothing. If anyone does not abide in
Me, he is cast out as a branch and is
withered; and they gather them and
throw them into the fire, and they are
burned. If you abide in Me, and My
words abide in you, you will ask what
you desire, and it shall be done for
you. By this My Father is glorified,
that you bear much fruit; so you will
be My disciples. As the Father loved
Me, I also have loved you; abide in
My love. If you keep My
commandments, you will abide in My
love, just as I have kept My Father’s
commandments and abide in His love.
These things I have spoken to you,
that My joy may remain in you, and
that your joy may be full.” 9

We must remain close to Christ, by
faith and love, to receive the power to
bear fruit. We can’t bear fruit on our

The giving God

Life to the full
Jon Stanley, Hayes, England
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own. The gift of God’s Word gives
meaning and purpose to our lives. In
practice, the essence of living life to
the full is to obey His commands
from the heart.

If we abide in Christ, and if His
words abide in us then there will be
blessing as these influences will cause
us to ask for things in keeping with
His will.

Bearing much fruit glorifies God.
When our minds and purpose are in
tune with Christ, it’s then that our
lives will bring forth an abundance of
spiritual fruitfulness which will cause
others to glorify God! Fullness of
spiritual blessing is shown here by the
joy in our lives being Christ’s own
joy! His joy in us leads us to have
abundant joy and delight in Him.

You will show me the path of life;
In Your presence is fullness of joy;
At Your right hand are pleasures

forevermore.10

This should preoccupy us and wholly
take us up – as our abiding in Him,
and His words in us, will lead us to
live a life in this way – a life to the
full.

The power for life
Jesus said … “Peace to you! As the
Father has sent me, I also send you.”
And when He had said this, He
breathed on them, and said to
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”11

The Word that was in the beginning,
that had caused life to be breathed

into the first man, now breathed
spiritual life into His disciples,
anticipating the gift of the Holy
Spirit. New life and vigour was theirs
and the Holy Spirit would make them
fit for purpose.

Can anyone say that life to the full is
not possible when Jesus is the author
and giver of life?

Grace and peace be multiplied to you
in the knowledge of God and of Jesus
our Lord, as His divine power has
given to us all things that pertain to
life and godliness, through the
knowledge of Him who called us by
glory and virtue, by which have been
given to us exceedingly great and
precious promises, that through these
you may be partakers of the divine
nature, having escaped the corruption
that is in the world through lust. But
also for this very reason, giving all
diligence, add to your faith virtue, to
virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-
control, to self-control perseverance,
to perseverance godliness,  to
godliness brotherly kindness, and to
brotherly kindness love. For if these
things are yours and abound, you will
be neither barren nor unfruitful in the
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
For he who lacks these things is
shortsighted, even to blindness, and
has forgotten that he was cleansed
from his old sins. Therefore, brethren,
be even more diligent to make your
call and election sure, for if you do
these things you will never stumble;
for so an entrance will be supplied to
you abundantly into the everlasting

kingdom of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.12

God has given us all things through
His ‘divine power’: life, hope, and
joy. Can He therefore not give us all
we need?

What an honour that these
‘exceedingly great and precious
promises’ should be bestowed on us
to support and comfort our lives! As
we make these promises our own, we
will discover what it means to abound
and grow more and more abundantly.

A full life ahead
The completeness of our life will be
realised when we enter heaven and
later spend eternity with Him on the
new earth. Those who in their earthly
life have been growing in
righteousness, and in the knowledge
of Him who saved us – those who
bear much fruit – will enter into
heaven with full assurance of faith
and hope.

All believers will surely enjoy life to
the full in the world to come, forever
worshipping the Giver of life.

References: (1) Gen. 2:7  (2) Job 33:4
(3) John 1:1-4  (4) 1 John 5:11-12
(5) John 10:10  (6) Job 42:10
(7) Rom. 5:20  (8) Ps. 36:7-9
(9) John 15:4-11  (10) Ps. 16:11
(11) John 20:21-22  (12) 2 Pet. 1:2-11

Bible quotations from NKJV unless
stated otherwise
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“And I give
them eternal
life, and they
shall never
perish.”
(John 10:28)
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Readers can hardly have missed the world-wide
demonstrations that have taken place under this name. It
is a global environmental movement with the stated aim
of using nonviolent civil disobedience to compel
government action to avoid tipping points in the climate
system, biodiversity loss, and the risk of social and
ecological collapse.

Extinction Rebellion was established in the United
Kingdom in May 2018 with about 100 academics signing
a call to action in support in October 2018, and launched
at the end of October by Roger Hallam and Gail
Bradbrook, and other activists from the campaign group
Rising Up! In November 2018, five bridges across the
River Thames in London were blockaded. In April 2019,
Extinction Rebellion occupied five prominent sites in
central London: Piccadilly Circus, Oxford Circus, Marble
Arch, Waterloo Bridge, and the area around Parliament
Square.

Britain was not, of course, the only place where this
movement was active. It spread to the USA and Canada
and throughout the world.

What are their objectives?
Extinction Rebellion’s website,1 at the time of the group’s
inception in the UK, stated the following aims:

1. Government must tell the truth by declaring a climate
and ecological emergency, working with other
institutions to communicate the urgency for change.

2. Government must act now to halt biodiversity loss
and reduce greenhouse gas emissions to net-zero by
2025.

3. Government must create, and be led by the decisions
of, a citizens assembly on climate and ecological
justice.

A fourth objective was added to this when the movement
spread to the USA, but this was verbose and vague, trying
to include a number of fashionable causes.

Is this a new concern?
It is certainly one that has received a lot of support from
environmental scientists, who have pointed out such
things as the diminishing size of the polar icecaps and the
extinction of species due to loss of habitat. But concern
about use of earth’s resources has a much longer history:
in 1798 Thomas Malthus published ‘An Essay on the
Principle of Population’, which envisaged a catastrophe
point at which the growth of population would outstrip
the supply of food. Malthus concluded that this would
lead to an evening out of the two factors by reducing the
population through wars and epidemics; his solution was
voluntary restriction of population growth.

What is a Biblical attitude to this?
NT is a Christian magazine, whose purpose is to expound
the Scriptures and to apply them to daily life. As such, it
is not our place, or within our competence, to enter into
scientific arguments, except insofar as their assumptions
clash with Scripture. One of those assumptions is
completely consonant with Scripture: the statement that
mankind is a responsible curator of the Earth. In the
beginning God said, “Let us make man in our image,
after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the
fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over
the livestock and over all the earth and over every
creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”2 It follows that
if extinction of species or impoverishment of the Earth’s
resources results from man’s activity he has failed in his
duty, for which he is responsible to God. Unfortunately,
while most XR supporters would agree with the first half
of this sentence, many would not recognise a
responsibility to God – or, at least, their meetings do not
refer to Him.

What about the methods?
XR claims to use ‘non-violent civil disobedience’ to
promote its ends, although in practice some
demonstrations have led to violent results. For a Christian
this touches on the whole question of whether he should
ever refuse to accept the instructions of the civil power.
The Bible says, Let every person be subject to the
governing authorities. For there is no authority except
from God, and those that exist have been instituted by
God.3 Nonetheless, there are occasions when people feel
that it would be against their conscience to obey the
government, because it is telling them to do something
that they should not do – a prime example is military
service. The XR movement is not an exact parallel, since
action such as blocking bridges mainly inconveniences
other people. The question is whether the end justifies the
means in this case. Even though this seems important (if
long-term), the Christian has greater priorities.

References: (1) http://rebellion.earth  (2) Gen. 1:26
(3) Rom. 13:1                        Bible quotations from ESV

Extinction Rebellion
Peter Hickling, Cromer, England
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Personal story

Ready to serve
An interview with Silva Gopani, Mutarara, Mozambique

Silva, would you please tell our
readers a little about your
background?
I am Silva Gopani, by nationality a
Mozambican. I was born on 7 April,
1965, in a village called Djambo. I
have four children: two boys, the
eldest of whom is at Tete University.

I am a Christian. In 1980, while I
was at boarding school, I met a
missionary from Italy. This man of
God taught on Matthew 25:1-13
about the ten virgins being ready for
the coming of the bridegroom.

This biblical text spoke strongly to
me, and I became a follower of Jesus
Christ. In time, I became regarded as
a church leader in my area.

The photographs show how you
took an old Toyota engine from a
wrecked truck and installed it in
a small hut to drive a mill for
corn (on the right hand side, the
exhaust pipe can just be seen
protruding through a hole made
for it in the wall). That’s pretty
resourceful.
Yes, well … from 1990-95, I was a
primary teacher and, in 1996, I
started my own projects as a

businessman. I bought
my first corn mill and set
it up at Mandua, powered by the old
engine as you have shown.

That’s rather enterprising, and
definitely shows leadership skills.
We can see that it has helped
people in your neighbourhood to
survive. But have you also
experienced any disappointments
and particular difficulties?
Yes, in my business life. I
discovered that by focusing on my
business and not on Jesus, things
didn’t go so well. But when I looked
to Christ, things improved.

How true that in all our ways we
are ‘to acknowledge Him’ (Prov.
3:6). Now, our readers would be
interested to know how you first
became aware of Churches of
God …
After having been appointed a
Christian leader in my local area, I
first met Moses Beka, from Malawi.
His parents were from the village of
Mandua where I set up the corn mill,
but the family had emigrated to
Malawi because of the poor
conditions we experience in
Mozambique. After he discovered

about the churches of God, he
returned to the place of his roots to
share about his discovery. I’m so
glad he did. He shared teaching with
me from Acts 2:41-42:

So then, those who had received his
word were baptized; and that day
there were added about three
thousand souls. They were
continually devoting themselves to
the apostles’ teaching and to
fellowship, to the breaking of bread
and to prayer.

Through his teaching on the ‘seven
steps,’ as he called the seven
sequential actions listed there, I came
to understand the way of the Lord
more accurately. There is an
important order to these things. In
this area where I live around the
village of Mandua, near to Mutarara,
all Christian denominations break
bread only once a year. Among other
things, I learned from brother Moses
Beka that biblical churches of God
have, from the first, broken bread
each and every week (Acts 20:7; 1
Cor. 16:2).

I have been in the Church of God in
Mutarara since 17 June 2018 when

the church was established here.

What hopes and plans do you
have for the future?
I would like to see the Church of
God here grow through the power
of God: that God may richly bless
the Church of God at Mutarara.

(Eds. At the time of writing, the
Church our brother refers to has
grown to a numerical strength of
236, and is expressed in three
companies located at Mandua,
Ngungunhana and Nyangoma.)
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Mission

Ross Osborne, Glasgow, Scotland

Refresh is a youth event in the west of Scotland, for
people 13 years of age and older. Still relatively new,
Refresh has run every month or two between
September and May since 2016. The varied program
consists of quizzes, active games, videos, personal
testimonies, singing, and Bible talks on what it means
to live as a Christian. We finish each time with food
(usually pizza!).

Back in 2016, those involved in the teen week of
Auchenfoyle Camp in Scotland were remarking that,
each year, particularly towards the end of the week,
there was a unique atmosphere at camp. It was a very
positive one; the group seemed to get on very well
together, with a genuine interest in the Bible talks.
Questions were being asked about spiritual things and
the teens were enquiring about church events.

However, this momentum seemed to fizzle out
somewhat after camp each year. While we were glad
that some of the younger teens attended our local
weekly youth clubs where there was some opportunity
to look at basic Bible topics, we wouldn’t see many
older teenagers who had expressed interest until the
following year. Additionally, these teenagers wouldn’t
see the friends they’d made until the next year’s camp.

We began to ask ourselves: “Can we have the same
atmosphere elsewhere throughout the year?”

We wanted something where we could continue to
investigate the subjects at camp that the teenagers
seemed to engage with, and give them opportunity to
maintain friendships and encourage one another in
Christian growth.

We agreed to have the first event in September at the
campsite itself, to emphasise its link with teen camp,
and thereafter at Barrhead assembly’s hall as the
autumn weather set in.

Having set a program of activities, all that remained
was to name the event. After scratching our heads for a
good few minutes thinking of a name that would be
both descriptive and appealing to teens, one of us
looked down at the wording on the sleeve of the Youth
Fellowship Rally event hoodies we were wearing.
There our eyes met the words ‘Renew’…, ’Revive’…
“What about Refresh?” we joked. Then we realised

this was exactly what it was about; refreshing our
appetite for spiritual things throughout the year,
keeping that momentum going, maintaining that
inquisitive atmosphere. The word ‘Refresh’ also
encapsulates the idea of being an encouragement to
one another as we seek to live as Christians. A search
for the word in the Scriptures revealed Paul’s words to
Philemon: Yes, brother, I want some benefit from you
in the Lord. Refresh my heart in Christ. (Philemon
1:20 ESV)

Then, at the campsite on a sunny Saturday in
September 2016, we were delighted to see as many as
27 teenagers at the first event! Those present were
younger than we had anticipated, and many hadn’t
been to teen camp before. This gave us a tremendous
opportunity to provide a taster of the teen camp
program, at a point where the numbers at our teen
week were reducing slightly each year. It meant that
those teens could be encouraged to come to camp the
following year, now that they had met many of the
campers and leaders. It was then an answer to prayer to
see this number maintained through the subsequent
events at Barrhead.

Over the last three years, we’ve had very positive
feedback about the event from youth workers and
young people. The latter part of 2018 also saw three of
this group make the disciple commitment of being
baptised and added to the Churches of God. This is
testament also to the work of local youth clubs and
church outreach in west Scotland.

We are thankful to everyone who has prayerfully
supported this initiative, and we’d ask you to continue
to do so – that both the interest of the young people
would be maintained and that we might keep sufficient
numbers of adult helpers to run the events.

We’re grateful, too, that many of the teens who were
there at the launch in 2016 have been with us at
Refresh ever since. One of those teenagers recently
said, “Some people laugh when I say I go to Christian
events, but to come and see your friends – who you
know have the same beliefs as you – is so refreshing.”

Camp Re:fresh


