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FROM THE EDITORS’ DESK 
Issue 1 – 2025 
 

…salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. The night 

is far gone; the day is at hand. (Rom.13:11-12) 

 

As we begin 2025, the above scripture takes on added meaning. The 

world is changing. Are we ready for the Lord’s return or absorbed in 

earthly pursuits? How should we be living? 

 

Politically, major changes have occurred or are in process, resulting in 

new world leaders taking the stage. However powerful they may be, 

they are unable (and some would be unwilling to try anyway) to reverse 

the changes in climate that are increasingly being felt across the globe. 

After decades of relative peace, the inevitable wars and rumours of 

wars (Matt.24:6) already abound in many parts of the world. There is 

rapidly increasing reliance on technological solutions, and it is certainly 

true that information about almost anything seems now to be available 

at the touch of keyboard keys. Yet there is difficulty knowing what is 

true and what is false! And there is increasing fear that technology will 

become the master instead of the tool! Increasing polarization of 

viewpoints includes matters of religion. Christianity, in the public’s 

view, has sadly become notorious for the failings of its leaders. 

 

Against this background, NT this year hopes to bring to its readers 

encouraging and explanatory articles on a range of relevant topics. Take 

a look at the Contents list of this issue to see what we mean. We’ll tackle 

attributes of godliness, with reference to various biblical examples but 

above all the exemplary life of Christ. Clarification of the profound 

topic of God’s will appears on the list, along with other subjects that 

you may find of special interest, like the Christian’s need to act in a 

countercultural way as we see the world changing adversely in its 

increasing acceptance of evil. We hope to combine guidance on biblical 

doctrines with practical suggestions to live a Christ-like life. Your 

comments to editors on our choices or on statements in the articles are 

always appreciated. 

Geoff 

 

We take this opportunity to extend thanks to Brian Johnston, who after 

decades of service as an editor has retired from that responsibility. He 

and Rosemary, his wife, have contributed immensely to the production 

of NT, and we look to the Lord to bless their continuing service. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom%2013%3A11-12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt%2024%3A6&version=ESV


 

      2 

Moses, My Servant 
SHEPHERD 
Gilbert Grierson, Armagh, N. Ireland 
 

A painting hangs in our front room of a shepherd, his dog and a flock 

of sheep going along a country road through the snow in the winter. 

This would NOT serve as an illustration to go with this article! Why? 

The shepherd is behind the flock and with his dog is driving the sheep 

along. That is not the way of the eastern shepherd in Bible times. In 

Exodus chapter 3 we read that Moses, employed by Jethro, the priest of 

Midian, led his flocks to the west side of the wilderness and came to 

Horeb, the mountain of God [1]. Notice that he “led” his flocks! That 

means leading from the front with the sheep following. In the intimate 

relationship that the eastern shepherd had with his flock, he leads, the 

sheep follow because they know him and hear his voice. Does that 

remind you of anyone? Jesus said, My sheep hear my voice, and I know 

them, and they follow me [2]. 

 

Moses, having fled from Egypt in fear of his life, was about to have an 

encounter that would be a pivotal experience in his life - he was about 

to meet the LORD speaking to him out of a burning bush. Aged 80, he 

was about to receive a commission that would engage him for the rest 

of his life - another 40 years, leading the people of Israel out of slavery 

in Egypt through the wilderness, to the border of the promised land. 

 

Stephen, in his address to the council of Jewish leaders (Acts 7) 

reviewed God’s historical dealings with Israel, His chosen people. He 

said of Moses, this man God sent ... this man led them out, performing 

wonders and signs in Egypt and at the Red Sea and in all the wilderness 

for forty years [3]. As a true shepherd Moses went before the flock of 

God, His people, and led them through to their God-appointed 

destination. It wasn’t an easy task! There were many wayward sheep in 

God’s flock and many challenges to contend with. Wisdom and 

fortitude were needed. 

 

What was Moses like as a man? He was born in Egypt when Pharaoh 

had commanded that baby boys born to Israelite mothers should be 

thrown into the river Nile and drowned - a callous effort to effect 

population control as the Israelites had increased in number during their 

430 years of slavery [4]. Moses’ mother, Jochabed, saw he was a “fine 

child” [5]. Stephen in his speech stated that “he was beautiful in God’s 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ex%203&version=ESV


 

      3 

sight” [6]. He was destined to be God’s servant. There would be God-

given characteristics that God would develop, essential as hall marks of 

a true shepherd, enabling Moses to fulfil God’s own good pleasure and 

purpose. 

 

What could those be? A true concern to obey God and a care for the 

sheep of God’s pasture; wisdom to lead the flock, a practical awareness 

of the right paths and the wrong paths that were dangerous. Moses 

would be leading a very large flock numbering many thousands, so 

stamina and faithfulness would also be needed. 

 

So was Moses perfect? No, he did fail and there came an occasion 

when he struck a rock twice with his staff in disobedience to God’s clear 

instructions to speak to the rock so that water would spring from it [7]. 

This resulted in him not being allowed to enter the land promised to 

Israel. Despite this, what a mighty man Moses was, destined to be so 

significant in the outworking of God’s purposes for Israel, and in the 

greater plan of redemption for both Jew and Gentile. 

 

These long years as a nobody, working as a shepherd in Midian, were 

years when he was learning “shepherding” skills that would be needed 

to serve the God of Israel as a shepherd in the 40 years that followed 

the escape from Egypt. Sometimes “wilderness” training is God-

ordained to produce the leaders that God’s people still need today, as 

humble servants and shepherds. As disciples of the Lord Jesus, we have 

a Shepherd who is perfect, who is the Good Shepherd, who is the Great 

and the Chief Shepherd that we all need to lead us to our heavenly 

destination. He goes before us. We follow. 

 

References: [1] Ex.3:1 [2] Jn 10:27 [3] Acts 7:35-36 [4] Ex.12:40 & 

Gal.3:16-17 [5] Ex.2:2 [6] Acts 7:20 [7] Num.20:8-12 
 

Bible quotations from the ESV. 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ex.3%3A1%3B%20Jn%2010%3A27%3B%20Acts%207%3A35-36%3B%20Ex.12%3A40%3B%20Gal.3%3A16-17%3B%20Ex.2%3A2%3B%20Acts%207%3A20%3B%20Num.20%3A8-12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ex.3%3A1%3B%20Jn%2010%3A27%3B%20Acts%207%3A35-36%3B%20Ex.12%3A40%3B%20Gal.3%3A16-17%3B%20Ex.2%3A2%3B%20Acts%207%3A20%3B%20Num.20%3A8-12&version=ESV
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The Teaching of Jesus in Parable 
LOST & FOUND 
Giles Hickling, Manchester, England 
 
The fundamental Christian message is that mankind was completely, 

hopelessly lost, yet God loved us so much that He redeemed us at the 

cost of His only Son. Indeed, Jesus said that He came to seek and to 

save the lost [1]. In Luke 15, Jesus tells three parables which describe 

God as a God who rejoices at the lost being found. 

 

At the beginning of the chapter, the Pharisees - in their misplaced pride 

- look down on those who are not as righteous as they believe 

themselves to be. They are shocked to see that Jesus welcomes these 

people to Himself. Jesus first tells them the parable of the lost sheep [2], 

in which the shepherd leaves his 99 sheep to go after the one that is lost. 

Jesus’ rebuke to the Pharisees is summed up in verse 7, when he tells 

them that there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who 

repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to 

repent. 

 

Sheep are not independent creatures; they require the careful watch of 

the shepherd to keep them from harm and, left unchecked, they will 

wander away from the safety of the flock and towards danger. The 

parallel with us sinners is clear. From the beginning of mankind to the 

present day, we have turned our backs on the safety, security and love 

of God, and taken the path of sin and death. Without God’s intervention, 

we were without hope, wandering blindly into eternal death. But He 

was not willing to abandon us to that path. We might legitimately ask 

ourselves: why does the almighty God care about a few lost sinners, 

when all things are His? Why was He willing to pay such a high price 

to redeem us? The hymn says: Why should I gain from His reward? I 

cannot give an answer. We do not know why God loves us so much, 

but we know that He does. Just as the shepherd was prepared to leave 

the 99 sheep to go after the one, so God was willing to sacrifice His son 

to redeem us. 

 

Next, in the parable of the lost coin [3], Jesus emphasises the 

preciousness of that which is lost being found. We can imagine the 

anxiety of the woman who had lost the equivalent of a day’s wages. No 

doubt she would not have rested until it was found, such was its value. 

Similarly, we can empathise with the sense of joy when she found it! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lk%2015&version=NIV
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Through this simple example, Jesus reveals how precious we are to God. 

And this is how Jesus viewed those sinners who gathered around Him, 

too. He was not willing to turn anyone away but rejoiced at the prospect 

of the lost being found. 

 

Finally, Jesus tells the parable of the lost son [4]. This parable vividly 

describes the path of the sinner who walks away from God in pursuit of 

his or her own desires. Initially, we see the younger son’s greed and 

arrogance as he demands his share from his father’s inheritance. We see 

his selfishness as he squanders his wealth on the pleasures of the world. 

Soon, he finds himself penniless, miserable, and filled with remorse. 

And yet, as he returns home, we see the wonderful, unconditional love 

of his father as he runs to his son and embraces him. How amazing for 

us that this is our experience as sinners saved by grace! We can echo 

the words of the lost son: Father, I have sinned against heaven and 

against you [5], and we know that our Father welcomes us back with 

open arms and remembers our sins no more [6]. 

 

The bitter attitude of the older son was surely intended as a cautionary 

tale for the Pharisees. The older son resents the fact that his younger 

brother is welcomed back with such fanfare after being so foolish. No 

doubt the Pharisees believed they were more entitled to God’s favour 

than these sinners around them. But this parable reminds us that, no 

matter who we are, we are recipients of God’s love and salvation 

through grace, not works [7]. How can we, then, resent anyone coming 

to Christ? We should rejoice for every lost soul that is redeemed, just as 

there is rejoicing in heaven! 

 

References: [1] Lk.19:10 [2] Lk.15:3-7 [3] Lk.15:8-10 [4] Lk.15:11-32 

[5] Lk.15:21 [6] Heb.8:12 [7] Eph.2:8-9 
 

Bible quotations from the NIV. 

 

 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lk.19%3A10%3B%20Lk.15%3A3-7%3B%20Lk.15%3A8-10%3B%20Lk.15%3A11-32%3B%20Lk.15%3A21%3B%20Heb.8%3A12%3B%20Eph.2%3A8-9&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lk.19%3A10%3B%20Lk.15%3A3-7%3B%20Lk.15%3A8-10%3B%20Lk.15%3A11-32%3B%20Lk.15%3A21%3B%20Heb.8%3A12%3B%20Eph.2%3A8-9&version=NIV
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Understanding the Will of God –  
Your Will be Done 
HIS DECRETIVE WILL 
Brian Johnston, Leigh, England 
 
When we talk about the will of God, it’s important to say what exactly 

it is that we mean because there are differences in how the Bible speaks 

about God’s will. This is also a very practical topic because it helps us 

to understand the role of prayer. Perhaps, we’ve heard someone say, or 

maybe we’ve asked: ‘If God’s will is going to happen anyway, what’s 

the point of praying?’ 

 

God certainly is sovereign. In fact, if He were not sovereign, then He 

wouldn’t be God! In one spectacular sentence, Paul writes that we are 

predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all things 

according to the counsel of His will [1]. Having consulted with Himself 

(counsel), and settled with unwavering resolve (purpose) on the one 

plan (will) that was His unique pleasure, He embarked upon it in the 

way an ancient traveller would mark the horizon in advance with the 

aid of his charts and instruments. The final point on the destination 

horizon was marked in advance (predestined) by God from its starting 

point in eternity. 

 

Prayer cannot change God’s mind because predestined things are 

unalterable; as are things God has prescribed in their season. Prayer can, 

however, change things because preferred timings of judgements may 

be permitted some adjustment [2]. Importantly, prayer does change us 

because by it personal character is shaped and our duties are directed. 

There are times when God wants us at a certain place, doing a certain 

thing [3], and so it’s good to pray about it. God's personal guidance in 

our lives never violates either His decrees or His precepts. 

 

This gives hints of the different types of will that this series will explore 

and how our prayers interface with them. This series will try to clarify 

the differences between each type of will with some key scriptural 

examples. 

 

First, there’s God’s predestined will: things that occur because God has 

predetermined them. It’s sometimes referred to as God’s ‘decretive’ will 

because we’re talking about God’s sovereign decrees. Things that God 
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decrees will, and must always, happen. 

 

Second, there’s God’s prescribed will. Otherwise known as God’s 

‘preceptive’ will as it consists of His precepts: these being the clear 

biblical instructions we’re asked to follow. It’s God’s revealed will in 

the Bible for the period we find ourselves living in. Things that God 

prescribes for us to do may not happen, however, because we’re still 

free to do what we want. 

 

Third, there’s God’s permissive will. God desires or prefers what is 

good but He permits calamity to happen without being disposed to take 

pleasure in it [4]. God allows things to take place that He doesn't 

approve of. He providentially directs human evil to work out His 

benevolent purposes in the longer term [5], permitting things that lead 

finally to the accomplishment of His decrees [6]. 

 

Fourth, there’s God’s will in our personal lives. This is about us 

discerning the Spirit’s direction in our lives and it has applications in 

our service for the Lord: where we live, what we do, whom we marry, 

etc. We could say it’s God’s directive will. In this first article, we’ll 

only give examples of the first category. Subsequent articles will 

explore examples of the others. 

 

Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane, confirming it was His 

Father’s will that He should die on the cross. There could be no 

alternative. Before the world began to exist, it had been decreed that the 

Son of God, as man, would die to pay for human disobedience. This 

was something that was predetermined [7]. How right it was for Jesus 

to pray in Gethsemane’s garden in the terms in which He did. The 

account of Christ’s prayer as given by Matthew is most instructive. The 

first time our Lord prays, the main clause is: “let this cup pass from Me,” 

with the added wording “yet not as I will, but as You will” [8]. The next 

time Jesus prays, the main clause has become: “Your will be done” [9]. 

The will of Christ, the perfect Man, is now demonstrably bowed to that 

of the Father. It was decreed from eternity that the Saviour would drink 

the cup of God’s wrath on behalf of all who trust in Him. It was not 

possible that it could pass away from Him. The perfect Man models for 

us ready acceptance of the things God has decreed. They are 

unchanging on account of God’s sovereignty and must come to pass. 

 

I read of a boy growing up in Britain during the Second World War who 

soon became aware of how the early days of the war were full of doom 
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and gloom. British forces had to withdraw from Europe. German 

bombers filled the skies. Survival was marginal. The British Isles were 

threatened with invasion, its navy being sunk faster than ships could be 

replaced. But the news broadcasts over the BBC – even amid all the bad 

news – kept repeating one reassuring sentence: ‘Everything is 

proceeding according to plan.’ The boy in our story remembered well 

his reaction: ‘Whose plan?’ ‘We need a better one!’ But despite 

appearances, the plan worked. 

 

God, too, had a plan. Despite appearances at the time, that plan also 

worked. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians gives us this reassuring sentence, 

that all was in accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out 

in Christ Jesus our Lord [10]. In the counsels of eternity, God the Son 

willingly signed His own death warrant, meaning that one day as the 

Man Christ Jesus, He would go to the cross and die. It was all planned. 

No change is possible in anything that’s subject to God’s sovereign 

predestining grace. Not only were we believers chosen in Christ before 

the foundation of the world [11], but Christ Himself is described as the 

Lamb slain from the foundation of the world, as John adds in the Book 

of Revelation [12]. The decision to create a habitable universe for 

humanity was thoroughly costed when the Father, Son and Spirit took 

counsel together in eternity. This brings us to Peter’s words: you were 

not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold … but with 

precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of 

Christ. For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world ... [13]. 

 

The Father in eternity gave to the Son people whom the Spirit would in 

time unite to Him [14]. Christ repeats that His prayer and work is on 

behalf of those whom the Father has given to Him, not everyone. The 

culmination of Christ’s work was the Cross. That foul event was 

permitted in God’s sovereign purpose, the most vital part of God’s 

predetermined plan. It was successful according to all God’s intention. 

Here are some words from the Apostle Peter: “Men of Israel, listen to 

these words: Jesus the Nazarene … this Man, delivered over by the 

predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by 

the hands of godless men and put Him to death. But God raised Him 

from the dead ...” [15] There was nothing incidental, far less accidental, 

in anything that surrounded the crucifixion of our Lord. 

 

There was no possibility that Israel nationally could have received their 

king at His first Advent. Peter says: They stumble because they are 

disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were also appointed [16]. 
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If any should boast, ‘I have the ultimate say in my life – by my 

disobedience,’ Peter replies: No, ‘you were appointed to this’. God 

always has the last word. 

 

The story of Hosea’s family life had meaning for the fate of the nation 

– they would go as captives into Babylon but would return again [17]. 

Peter applies the story globally, saying that Gentiles were once not 

God’s people, but were now by God’s grace included among God’s 

people [18]. What does that mean for Israel now? Paul answers: if their 

wrongdoing proves to be riches for the world, and their failure, riches 

for the Gentiles, how much more will their fulfillment be [19]! The 

rejection of Israel will be followed by their acceptance again. And in 

between lies the whole Church Age we’re living in. What God has done 

for us as vessels of mercy reveals the riches of His glory and it was all 

prepared beforehand [20]. We can only praise God for the rich wisdom 

and unsearchable judgements of His sovereign decrees [21]. 

 

There’s also true comfort to be found in the knowledge that God’s 

decreed purposes are being fulfilled no matter what’s happening in the 

world around us. Where was God at the Cross? On the throne. That 

remains the reassuring vision [22] for believers as we anticipate all 

that’s coming upon this world as it ripens for judgement. 

 

 

References: [1] Eph.1:11 NKJV [2] Jer.18:6-10; Amos 7:3; 7:6; 8:2 [3] 

Acts 16:6-10 [4] Isa.45:7 [5] Rom.8:28 [6] Gen.50:20 

[7] Acts 2:23 [8] Matt.26:39 [9] Matt.26:42 [10] Eph.3:11 [11] 

Eph.1:4 [12] Rev.13:8 [13] 1 Pet.1:18-20 [14] Jn 17, various 

verses [15] Acts 2:22-24 [16] 1 Pet.2:8 NASB95 [17] Rom.9:25,26 

[18] 1 Pet.2:10 [19] Rom.11:12 [20] Rom.9:23 [21] 

Rom.11:33 [22] Rev.4:2 

 

Bible quotations from the NASB2020, unless otherwise stated. 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jer.18%3A6-10%3B%20Amos%207%3A3%3B%207%3A6%3B%208%3A2%3B%20Acts%2016%3A6-10%3B%20Isa.45%3A7%3B%20Rom.8%3A28%3B%20Gen.50%3A20%3B%20Acts%202%3A23%3B%20Matt.26%3A39%3B%20Matt.26%3A42%3B%20Eph.3%3A11%3B%20Eph.1%3A4%3B%20Rev.13%3A8%3B%201%20Pet.1%3A18-20%3B%20Jn%2017%3B%20Acts%202%3A22-24%20&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Pet%202%3A8&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom.9%3A25%2C26%3B%201%20Pet.2%3A10%3B%20Rom.11%3A12%3B%20Rom.9%3A23%3B%20Rom.11%3A33%3B%20Rev.4%3A2&version=NASB
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Christlikeness 
IMPARTIALITY 
Graham Schleyer, Liverpool, England 
 
The word means not favouring one person or group of persons over 

another, that is, without bias or prejudice. Many employers today 

positively encourage equality, diversity and inclusion in their workplace 

policies in order to eliminate discrimination in any form. This is a good 

thing as the principle is a biblical one, established in creation, So God 

created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; 

male and female He created them [1], embedded in the life of God’s 

Old Testament people, show your love for the stranger [2] and rooted 

in the gospel, make disciples of all the nations [3]. Its source is God, for 

there is no partiality with God [4]. Wisdom from above is…impartial, 

free of hypocrisy [5]. This is not to be confused with God’s sovereign 

choice. In fact, God did not choose Israel because they were powerful 

or influential but because He loved them [6]. 

 

The Lord Jesus recognised and valued people’s differences and got 

them to work together in a supportive environment. He chose His 

disciples from very different backgrounds, some fishermen, a tax 

collector, a revolutionary and he especially valued women, who 

generally had a low position in society and family affairs. Jesus is 

represented in the gospels as an impartial man, in both what He taught 

and what He practised, treating everyone with equal respect, teaching 

that all people are neighbours, even our enemies [7], and reaching out 

to those who were judged unfairly [8]. Christ’s avoidance of favouritism 

was acknowledged by a delegation from the Pharisees, “You are not 

partial to anyone” [9], resulting in the Lord’s classic response, “pay to 

Caesar the things that are Caesar’s; and to God the things that are 

God’s” [10]. Jesus neither pandered to the powerful in the case of 

Herod’s threats [11] and Pilate’s patronising statement [12], nor ignored 

the plight of the helpless in the case of a Canaanite woman’s demon-

possessed daughter [13]. 

 

We see Jesus, the “friend of tax collectors and sinners” [14], also accept 

invites to the homes of the religious aristocracy [15], His severest 

opponents, for His intent was to seek and save the lost, and to open the 

eyes of the blind which included Nicodemus [16] who came to Jesus 

for spiritual insight. The Lord made time for the outsider at Sychar [17] 

as well as his close friends in Bethany [18]. In Luke 7, Jesus heals the 
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centurion’s slave not because he respected the Jews and built them a 

synagogue but because he had great faith [19]. Soon after this, Jesus 

raised a dead man to life, the son of a widow [20]. No-one could say 

that Jesus favoured one over another. 

 

In the same chapter, the home of Simon the Pharisee became the scene 

of controversy as a “sinner”, likely a prostitute, entered the house and 

anointed the feet of Jesus [21]. We’re reminded of another scene where 

the Lord accepted the adoration of Mary [22] in the house of Simon the 

leper [23]. Jesus accepts sinner and saint, Jew and Gentile on the basis 

of faith and love, not position or condition for as Peter declared, “I most 

certainly understand now that God is not one to show partiality” [24]. 

 

How can we build a positive testimony in churches of God based on the 

example of the Lord Jesus? Surely, by also recognising and valuing the 

differences of people and building on the strengths of these differences. 

We should strive to be more accepting of one another in our working 

together and with the wider community, discerning that there is a right 

and a wrong kind of discrimination. 

 

Finally, James gives us a practical case study that is as relevant today 

as it was in the first century, that of a visitor arriving to a church service 

[25]. Instinctively, we look at outward appearances first and make 

wrong judgements on others. God’s judgements and commands are to 

be our criteria; you shall not show partiality to the poor nor give 

preference to the great, but you are to judge your neighbour fairly [26]. 

My brothers and sisters, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord 

Jesus Christ with an attitude of personal favouritism [27]. 

 

References (from NASB 2020): [1] Gen.1:27 [2] Deut.10:19 [3] 

Matt.28:19 [4] Rom.2:11 [5] Jas.3:17 [6] Deut.7:7,8 [7] Matt.5:43-48 

[8] Jn 7:53-8:11 (later addition to earlier manuscripts) [9] Matt.22:16 

[10] Matt.22:21 [11] Lk.13:31,32 [12] Jn.19:10,11 [13] Matt.15:21-28 

[14] Matt.11:19 [15] Lk.14:1-14 [16] Jn 3:1,2 [17] Jn 4:9 [18] 

Lk.10:38-42 [19] Lk.7:9 [20] Lk.7:12 [21] Lk.7:37,38 [22] Jn.12:3 

[23] Mk.14:3 [24] Acts 10:34 [25] Jas.2:2-13 [26] Lev.19:15 [27] 

Jas.2:1 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt.22%3A16%3B%20Matt.22%3A21%3B%20Lk.13%3A31%2C32%3B%20Jn.19%3A10%2C11%3B%20Matt.15%3A21-28%3B%20Matt.11%3A19%3B%20Lk.14%3A1-14%3B%20Jn%203%3A1%2C2%3B%20Jn%204%3A9%3B%20Lk.10%3A38-42%3B%20Lk.7%3A9%3B%20Lk.7%3A12%3B%20Lk.7%3A37%2C38%3B%20Jn.12%3A3%3B%20Mk.14%3A3%3B%20Acts%2010%3A34%3B%20Jas.2%3A2-13%3B%20Lev.19%3A15%3B%20Jas.2%3A1&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt.22%3A16%3B%20Matt.22%3A21%3B%20Lk.13%3A31%2C32%3B%20Jn.19%3A10%2C11%3B%20Matt.15%3A21-28%3B%20Matt.11%3A19%3B%20Lk.14%3A1-14%3B%20Jn%203%3A1%2C2%3B%20Jn%204%3A9%3B%20Lk.10%3A38-42%3B%20Lk.7%3A9%3B%20Lk.7%3A12%3B%20Lk.7%3A37%2C38%3B%20Jn.12%3A3%3B%20Mk.14%3A3%3B%20Acts%2010%3A34%3B%20Jas.2%3A2-13%3B%20Lev.19%3A15%3B%20Jas.2%3A1&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt.22%3A16%3B%20Matt.22%3A21%3B%20Lk.13%3A31%2C32%3B%20Jn.19%3A10%2C11%3B%20Matt.15%3A21-28%3B%20Matt.11%3A19%3B%20Lk.14%3A1-14%3B%20Jn%203%3A1%2C2%3B%20Jn%204%3A9%3B%20Lk.10%3A38-42%3B%20Lk.7%3A9%3B%20Lk.7%3A12%3B%20Lk.7%3A37%2C38%3B%20Jn.12%3A3%3B%20Mk.14%3A3%3B%20Acts%2010%3A34%3B%20Jas.2%3A2-13%3B%20Lev.19%3A15%3B%20Jas.2%3A1&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt.22%3A16%3B%20Matt.22%3A21%3B%20Lk.13%3A31%2C32%3B%20Jn.19%3A10%2C11%3B%20Matt.15%3A21-28%3B%20Matt.11%3A19%3B%20Lk.14%3A1-14%3B%20Jn%203%3A1%2C2%3B%20Jn%204%3A9%3B%20Lk.10%3A38-42%3B%20Lk.7%3A9%3B%20Lk.7%3A12%3B%20Lk.7%3A37%2C38%3B%20Jn.12%3A3%3B%20Mk.14%3A3%3B%20Acts%2010%3A34%3B%20Jas.2%3A2-13%3B%20Lev.19%3A15%3B%20Jas.2%3A1&version=NASB1995
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The Lesser Practised Disciplines of Godliness 
SILENCE & SOLITUDE 
David Woods, Manchester, England 
 

It is often said that those who make the greatest impact for God in this 

world are those who have cultivated discipline in the practices of grace. 

These practices, or spiritual disciplines, are intentional habits developed 

to help us become what God saved us to be - conformed to the image of 

His Son [1]. This series will delve into the significance of various 

spiritual disciplines, many of which have been recognised for centuries 

as essential for Christian growth. Unfortunately, there is growing 

concern that these vital habits have been neglected in modern times, to 

the detriment of individuals and churches alike. 

 

Paul wrote this to Timothy: ... discipline yourself for the purpose of 

godliness; for bodily training is just slightly beneficial, but godliness is 

beneficial for all things, since it holds promise for the present life and 

also for the life to come [2]. Drawing on the rigorous training of athletes 

in the ancient Panhellenic Games, Paul emphasised that just as physical 

training strengthens the body, spiritual training fosters godliness, which 

offers eternal rewards. It is this form of spiritual "gymnasia" (the 

original Greek term) that we will explore in this series. 

 

Let’s begin with the discipline of solitude. While God has called us to 

serve together in the Churches of God, solitude is a significant aspect 

of the lives of many great men and women of faith. It involves 

intentionally withdrawing from interaction with others to focus solely 

on our relationship with God (see Willard in The Spirit of the 

Disciplines [3]). Some readers may say that being alone is an everyday 

experience through unchosen singleness, loss, or illness. What we are 

thinking about in this article is solitude as deliberate time spent before 

God without distractions. 

 

Jesus taught the value of solitude: When you pray, go into your inner 

room, close your door [4]. He was emphasising the importance of 

solitude - not the sanctity of a particular room! Jesus exemplified this 

practice throughout His life. He was led by the Holy Spirit into the 

wilderness alone to face temptation [5], and He would seek out secluded 

places to pray in the morning and evening [6]. Before choosing His 

twelve disciples, He spent the entire night in prayer on a mountain [7]. 

As His impending death approached, He regularly retreated to the 
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Mount of Olives [8], even withdrawing from His disciples to pray when 

they accompanied Him there [9]. If Jesus found it necessary to seek 

solitude, how much more should we? 

 

It’s important to actively cultivate this habit of solitude, determining its 

frequency based on your life circumstances and in consultation with 

those close to you, especially if you have a young family. Remember, 

solitude is not simply an “escape”; it’s intentional time spent before God, 

engaging with His Word, whether physically or through memorization. 

Connected to solitude is the discipline of silence. Many people refer to 

their "quiet times"—devotional periods of Bible reading, meditation, 

and prayer. Solitude and silence are essential for these practices. As God 

said to the people of Judah, "In quietness and trust is your strength" 

[10], He encouraged them to rely on Him amid their fears. Silence 

allows us to read, think, meditate, and memorise Scripture. David, when 

facing personal threats, proclaimed, “My soul waits in silence for God 

alone" [11]. Through silence, he recalled God's promises, trusting Him 

as his rock and salvation. As the Preacher noted, God is in heaven and 

you are on earth; therefore let your words be few [12]. 

 

In a world of noise and relentless activity, embracing purposeful 

solitude and silence may feel unsettling at first; we might worry that 

nothing is happening! Yet it is precisely in these moments of being alone 

with ourselves and the piercing truth of God’s Word, that God will be 

at work within us. Let us embrace these disciplines and allow God to 

shape us for His glory [13]. 

 

References:  

[1] Rom.8:29 [2] 1 Tim.4:7-8 [3] https://amzn.to/4eX1NQQ  

[4] Matt.6:6 [5] Lk.4:1 [6] Matt.14:23; Mk.1:35; Lk.5:16 [7] Lk.6:12 

[8] Lk.22:39 [9] Lk.22:41 [10] Isa.30:15 [11] Ps.62:1,5 [12] Eccles.5:2 

[13] Phil.2:12-13 
 

Bible quotations from the NASB2020. 
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Countercultural 
SCRIPTURAL HUMILITY IN THE “ME GENERATION” 
Sam Jones, Aberkenfig, Wales 
 

The book of Micah summarises the kind of attitude God expects of His 

people, teaching us that our lives should be characterized by doing 

justice, loving kindness and walking humbly with Him [1]. This notion 

of walking humbly alongside another, and letting them have an 

influence on our lives, is the antithesis of the attitude of individualism 

and independence that has become increasingly prominent in many 

societies. This change of attitude is noticeable at a generational level. 

Younger generations are often coined the ‘Me Generation’ by their 

predecessors, who recognize them to be displaying traits of 

individualism, such as self-reliance, personal ambition and self-

centeredness, in greater measure than seen amongst their own 

generation. 

 

These attitudinal changes have been associated with increasing levels 

of isolation amongst individuals, and division amongst communities; 

both to the detriment of collective society. As Christians in churches of 

God, given that we are bound up in collective service with our brothers 

and sisters, it is no surprise that Scripture repeatedly encourages us to 

avoid attitudes that would put our own interests first [2]. 

 

In Mark’s gospel, we read of two occasions where the Lord Jesus had 

to correct such attitudes amongst His disciples. On the first occasion, 

we read about their desire for recognition as they argued about who 

would be considered the greatest [3] and, on the second, about their 

desire for position as they sought places of prominence in the Lord’s 

kingdom [4]. The Lord teaches them that, in His kingdom, greatness 

and position are not achieved through self-centred ambition but through 

other-centred service, saying ... whoever would be great among you 

must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be 

slave of all [5]. 

 

A humble attitude is key to this, but true humility can be a challenging 

characteristic to attain. We often confuse it with false humility, where a 

person appears to be humble, for example by using words that are self-

abasing, but is really using their ‘humility’ as a disguise to serve 

themselves. This is not the kind of humility God desires [6]. Paul’s letter 

to the Philippians describes what true humility should look like in 
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practice. He writes: Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 

humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you 

look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others [7]. 

 

To get a clearer picture we can look at the example of the Lord Jesus. If 

we read on in Mark’s gospel we find that, despite being co-equal with 

God [8] and firstborn over all creation [9], He came not to be served but 

to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many [10]. Returning to 

Philippians, Paul tells us that this is the sort of mindset we are to aspire 

to, writing: Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ 

Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality 

with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form 

of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in 

human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of 

death, even death on a cross [11]. 

 

If the attitude of individualism associated with successive ‘Me 

Generations’ is leading to communities increasingly characterised by 

division, then following the attitude of humility and service, as 

modelled by the Lord Jesus, should lead to communities characterised 

by harmony. That was certainly Paul’s desire for the church of God in 

Philippi. His purpose in drawing his readers’ attention to the Lord’s 

attitude was to encourage them to be in full accord and of one mind [12]. 

By imitating His attitude of humility and acting it out in practice, we 

will find ourselves more willing to drop disputes and divisions brought 

on by following our own desires, and more aware of the needs of those 

around us. Living in such a way should lead to a greater unity of mind 

and purpose as we serve both the Lord and one another. Such attitudes 

will make us stand out amongst those around us, bringing glory to His 

name as they realise that we are only emulating our Master. 

 

References (from the ESV): (1) Mic.6:8 (2) Rom.12:3; Gal.5:13; 

Eph.4:1-3 (3) Mk.9:33-34 (4) Matt.20:20-28; Mk.10:35-37  

(5) Mk.10:43-44 (6) Isa.58:3-4 (7) Phil.2:3-4 (8) Jn 1:1-2; Jn 10:30  

(9) Col.1:15 (10) Mk.10:45 (11) Phil.2:5-8 (12) Phil.2:2 
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God’s Spiritual House – Christ & Us 
SON OVER & SERVANTS 
Andy Seddon, Swindon, England 
 
In this series we will be exploring some of the roles of Christ in relation 

to God’s spiritual house, and how that helps us to better appreciate the 

immense privileges and responsibilities we have in relation to Him and 

His house. Our first theme takes us to Hebrews 3: Now Moses was 

faithful in all God’s house as a servant, to testify to the things that were 

to be spoken later, but Christ is faithful over God’s house as a son. And 

we are his house, if indeed we hold fast our confidence and our boasting 

in our hope (vs.5-6). 

 

The Glory of Moses as Servant 

The service of Moses in God’s house relates to the tabernacle in the 

wilderness. The glory of this service is not to be under-stated! The 

comparison with Christ is not to diminish Moses, but to glorify Jesus. 

The Greek word used for servant in Hebrews 3:5 is therapōn. It doesn’t 

appear anywhere else in the New Testament and is distinguished from 

the more common word for a slave or bondservant - doúlos. Therapōn 

indicates a higher level of servant or steward who is a faithful friend to 

their superior, willingly and diligently caring for the master’s 

possessions. The word could also be used to describe a physician caring 

for the health of patients [1]. This beautiful combination of intimacy 

and service is apparent in Numbers 12:6-8: 

 

“Hear my words: if there is a prophet among you, I the LORD make 

myself known to him in a vision; I speak with him in a dream. Not so 

with my servant Moses. He is faithful in all my house. With him I speak 

mouth to mouth, clearly, and not in riddles, and he beholds the form of 

the LORD.” 

 

Here the LORD is rebuking Miriam and Aaron for daring to speak 

against Moses and attempting to put themselves on a par with him. It is 

difficult to imagine exactly what Moses experienced in his personal 

communion with God, but it was certainly something beyond that of a  

standard prophet; Moses was a man whom the LORD knew face to face 

[2]! 

 

The glory of Moses relates not only to his status as a servant (therapōn) 

in God’s house, but to his faithfulness in fulfilling those duties. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb%203&version=ESV
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/hebrews/3-5.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Num%2012%3A6-8&version=ESV
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Following the detailed and precise instructions that God gave to him 

about the tabernacle, its construction, and all its related service (Exodus 

20-40) we read: This Moses did; according to all that the Lord 

commanded him, so he did [3]. Moses did not just have a servant’s 

contractual obligation, but a personal, deep passion for God’s covenant 

promises and people [4], a passion only possible for someone intimately 

close to the Master. 

 

Of course, Moses was human and not perfect, but it is his faithfulness 

as a servant in God’s house that remains his legacy. Deuteronomy 34:7 

tells us that Moses was 120 years old when he died. His eye was 

undimmed, and his vigor unabated. Perhaps this lovely tribute was as 

much a nod to the man’s spiritual vision and spiritual service as it was 

to his physical condition. 

 

The Greater Glory of Christ as Son 

As glorious as Moses’ ministry was, the glory of Christ’s is far greater, 

as Hebrews 3:3-4 proclaims: Jesus has been counted worthy of more 

glory than Moses - as much more glory as the builder of a house has 

more honor than the house itself. (For every house is built by someone, 

but the builder of all things is God.) 

 

Moses carried out God’s instructions faithfully, but those instructions 

came from a divine builder in a greater reality: they were to serve a copy 

and shadow of the heavenly things [5]. Identifying Jesus as the Son over 

God’s house reminds us that He is the co-builder with God the Father 

and God the Spirit of a divine dwelling place which the earthly 

tabernacle could only faintly imitate. For by Him all things were created, 

in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible … all things were created 

through Him and for Him [6]. The heavenly dwelling is made not only 

by the Son, but for the Son. 

 

Not only was Moses’ service a shadow of greater things above, but it 

was also a shadow of greater things to come. He was to testify to the 

things that were to be spoken later [7], which brings us to God’s 

spiritual house today which is also built by and for the Son. We 

considered Moses’ elevated status as a servant, but this is dwarfed by 

the status of the Son. The Son is the heir of the house, the house belongs 

to Him. You may recall how Abram, before Isaac was born, was 

troubled when he said “a member of my household will be my heir” [8] 

(meaning his head servant Eliezer). God, however, reassured Abram 

and kept His covenant promise by providing him a son. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deut%2034%3A7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb%203%3A3-4&version=ESV
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Jesus is the Son whom God has appointed as the heir of all things [9], 

which means He has dominion, which is why we read that Moses was 

faithful in all God’s house, but Jesus is faithful over God’s house. 

Notice also the past and present tenses for Moses and Jesus, respectively. 

Jesus continues to rule faithfully over His spiritual house today. We 

don’t forget that Jesus is also depicted as God’s faithful servant, 

obediently fulfilling everything His Father gave Him to do in humble 

subjection [10]. However, it is His position as the Son that distinguishes 

Him from servants in God’s household. 

 

We marvel at the intimacy Moses had with the LORD and consequently 

the divine revelation he enjoyed. However, we read about the Son in 

John 1:17-18 (NKJV): For the law was given through Moses, but grace 

and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has seen God at any time. 

The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the father, He has 

declared Him. 

 

There is no closer relationship than that of the co-eternal Father and Son, 

and that incomparable intimacy and revelation enabled Jesus to be 

faithful to Him who appointed Him [11]. Jesus expands on this in John 

5: “For whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise. For the 

Father loves the Son and shows Him all that He Himself is doing” 

(vv.19-20). In the same chapter Jesus claims divine power of 

resurrection (v.21), judgement (v.22) and joint honour with the Father 

(v.23). By the end of the chapter Jesus rebukes His unbelieving 

audience by declaring, “if you believed Moses, you would believe me; 

for he wrote of me” (v.46). 

 

The glory of serving in God’s house today 

Moses was a servant ‘in’ God’s house, Jesus is the Son ‘over’ God’s 

house, but the author of Hebrews then declares to his readers: we are 

His house, if indeed we hold fast our confidence and our boasting in 

our hope [12]. The conditional language here shows that we are not 

speaking of the house as the universal body of Christ, but rather a 

spiritual house consisting of baptized believers added to churches of 

God [13], and like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house 

[14]. Participation is conditional to ongoing faith, and obedience to 

God’s pattern as it was in Moses’ day. 

 

Our service in God’s spiritual house today is more glorious than Moses 

because it concerns the greater things to which Moses was testifying, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jn%201%3A17-18&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jn%205&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jn%205&version=ESV
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when Christ Himself was to be revealed [15]. Jesus highlights the 

responsibility and privilege serving in this context: “Who then is the 

faithful and wise servant, whom his master has set over his household, 

to give them their food at the proper time? Blessed is that servant whom 

his master will find so doing when he comes” [16]. The Ephesian elders 

were also encouraged by Paul to care for the church of God, which He 

(Jesus) obtained with His own blood [17]. Although the word therapōn 

is never used of New Testament saints, the same intimacy of service is 

highlighted when Jesus says to His disciples: “No longer do I call you 

servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I 

have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have 

made known to you” [18]. 

 

When we consider the glory of the Son who reigns over His own house, 

is it not thrilling to think of how privileged we are to be serving in such 

a close and intimate relationship with the heir of all things! 

 

References: [1] CWSB Dictionary 2003 [2] Deut.34:10; see also 

Ex.33:17-20; 34:29 and Num.7:89 [3] Ex.40:16 [4] See for example his 

intercession over Israel’s sin in Ex.32:10-14 [5] Heb.8:5; see also 

Col.2:17 [6] Col.1:16; see also Jn 1:3; 1 Cor.8:6; Col.1:16 [7] Heb.3:5 

[8] Gen.15:3 [9] Heb.1:2 [10] E.g. Isa.42:1; Matt.8:15 [11] Heb.3:2  

[12] Heb.3:6 [13] Acts 2:41 [14] 1 Pet.2:5 [15] See Heb.8:6; Heb.9:11 

(and the whole of chapter 9) [16] Matt.24:45-46 [17] Acts 20:28 [18] Jn 

15:15  

 

Bible quotations from the ESV, unless otherwise stated. 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deut.34%3A10%3B%20Ex.33%3A17-20%3B%2034%3A29%3B%20Num.7%3A89%3B%20Ex.40%3A16%3B%20Ex.32%3A10-14%3B%20Heb.8%3A5%3B%20Col.2%3A17%3B%20Col.1%3A16%3B%20Jn%201%3A3%3B%201%20Cor.8%3A6%3B%20Col.1%3A16%3B%20Heb.3%3A5%3B%20Gen.15%3A3%3B%20Heb.1%3A2%3B%20Isa.42%3A1%3B%20Matt.8%3A15%3B%20Heb.3%3A2%3B%20Heb.3%3A6%3B%20Acts%202%3A41%3B%201%20Pet.2%3A5%3B%20Heb.8%3A6%3B%20Heb.9%3B%20Matt.24%3A45-46%3B%20Acts%2020%3A28%3B%20Jn%2015%3A15%20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deut.34%3A10%3B%20Ex.33%3A17-20%3B%2034%3A29%3B%20Num.7%3A89%3B%20Ex.40%3A16%3B%20Ex.32%3A10-14%3B%20Heb.8%3A5%3B%20Col.2%3A17%3B%20Col.1%3A16%3B%20Jn%201%3A3%3B%201%20Cor.8%3A6%3B%20Col.1%3A16%3B%20Heb.3%3A5%3B%20Gen.15%3A3%3B%20Heb.1%3A2%3B%20Isa.42%3A1%3B%20Matt.8%3A15%3B%20Heb.3%3A2%3B%20Heb.3%3A6%3B%20Acts%202%3A41%3B%201%20Pet.2%3A5%3B%20Heb.8%3A6%3B%20Heb.9%3B%20Matt.24%3A45-46%3B%20Acts%2020%3A28%3B%20Jn%2015%3A15%20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deut.34%3A10%3B%20Ex.33%3A17-20%3B%2034%3A29%3B%20Num.7%3A89%3B%20Ex.40%3A16%3B%20Ex.32%3A10-14%3B%20Heb.8%3A5%3B%20Col.2%3A17%3B%20Col.1%3A16%3B%20Jn%201%3A3%3B%201%20Cor.8%3A6%3B%20Col.1%3A16%3B%20Heb.3%3A5%3B%20Gen.15%3A3%3B%20Heb.1%3A2%3B%20Isa.42%3A1%3B%20Matt.8%3A15%3B%20Heb.3%3A2%3B%20Heb.3%3A6%3B%20Acts%202%3A41%3B%201%20Pet.2%3A5%3B%20Heb.8%3A6%3B%20Heb.9%3B%20Matt.24%3A45-46%3B%20Acts%2020%3A28%3B%20Jn%2015%3A15%20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deut.34%3A10%3B%20Ex.33%3A17-20%3B%2034%3A29%3B%20Num.7%3A89%3B%20Ex.40%3A16%3B%20Ex.32%3A10-14%3B%20Heb.8%3A5%3B%20Col.2%3A17%3B%20Col.1%3A16%3B%20Jn%201%3A3%3B%201%20Cor.8%3A6%3B%20Col.1%3A16%3B%20Heb.3%3A5%3B%20Gen.15%3A3%3B%20Heb.1%3A2%3B%20Isa.42%3A1%3B%20Matt.8%3A15%3B%20Heb.3%3A2%3B%20Heb.3%3A6%3B%20Acts%202%3A41%3B%201%20Pet.2%3A5%3B%20Heb.8%3A6%3B%20Heb.9%3B%20Matt.24%3A45-46%3B%20Acts%2020%3A28%3B%20Jn%2015%3A15%20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deut.34%3A10%3B%20Ex.33%3A17-20%3B%2034%3A29%3B%20Num.7%3A89%3B%20Ex.40%3A16%3B%20Ex.32%3A10-14%3B%20Heb.8%3A5%3B%20Col.2%3A17%3B%20Col.1%3A16%3B%20Jn%201%3A3%3B%201%20Cor.8%3A6%3B%20Col.1%3A16%3B%20Heb.3%3A5%3B%20Gen.15%3A3%3B%20Heb.1%3A2%3B%20Isa.42%3A1%3B%20Matt.8%3A15%3B%20Heb.3%3A2%3B%20Heb.3%3A6%3B%20Acts%202%3A41%3B%201%20Pet.2%3A5%3B%20Heb.8%3A6%3B%20Heb.9%3B%20Matt.24%3A45-46%3B%20Acts%2020%3A28%3B%20Jn%2015%3A15%20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deut.34%3A10%3B%20Ex.33%3A17-20%3B%2034%3A29%3B%20Num.7%3A89%3B%20Ex.40%3A16%3B%20Ex.32%3A10-14%3B%20Heb.8%3A5%3B%20Col.2%3A17%3B%20Col.1%3A16%3B%20Jn%201%3A3%3B%201%20Cor.8%3A6%3B%20Col.1%3A16%3B%20Heb.3%3A5%3B%20Gen.15%3A3%3B%20Heb.1%3A2%3B%20Isa.42%3A1%3B%20Matt.8%3A15%3B%20Heb.3%3A2%3B%20Heb.3%3A6%3B%20Acts%202%3A41%3B%201%20Pet.2%3A5%3B%20Heb.8%3A6%3B%20Heb.9%3B%20Matt.24%3A45-46%3B%20Acts%2020%3A28%3B%20Jn%2015%3A15%20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deut.34%3A10%3B%20Ex.33%3A17-20%3B%2034%3A29%3B%20Num.7%3A89%3B%20Ex.40%3A16%3B%20Ex.32%3A10-14%3B%20Heb.8%3A5%3B%20Col.2%3A17%3B%20Col.1%3A16%3B%20Jn%201%3A3%3B%201%20Cor.8%3A6%3B%20Col.1%3A16%3B%20Heb.3%3A5%3B%20Gen.15%3A3%3B%20Heb.1%3A2%3B%20Isa.42%3A1%3B%20Matt.8%3A15%3B%20Heb.3%3A2%3B%20Heb.3%3A6%3B%20Acts%202%3A41%3B%201%20Pet.2%3A5%3B%20Heb.8%3A6%3B%20Heb.9%3B%20Matt.24%3A45-46%3B%20Acts%2020%3A28%3B%20Jn%2015%3A15%20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deut.34%3A10%3B%20Ex.33%3A17-20%3B%2034%3A29%3B%20Num.7%3A89%3B%20Ex.40%3A16%3B%20Ex.32%3A10-14%3B%20Heb.8%3A5%3B%20Col.2%3A17%3B%20Col.1%3A16%3B%20Jn%201%3A3%3B%201%20Cor.8%3A6%3B%20Col.1%3A16%3B%20Heb.3%3A5%3B%20Gen.15%3A3%3B%20Heb.1%3A2%3B%20Isa.42%3A1%3B%20Matt.8%3A15%3B%20Heb.3%3A2%3B%20Heb.3%3A6%3B%20Acts%202%3A41%3B%201%20Pet.2%3A5%3B%20Heb.8%3A6%3B%20Heb.9%3B%20Matt.24%3A45-46%3B%20Acts%2020%3A28%3B%20Jn%2015%3A15%20&version=ESV


 

      20 

A CHIPOTLE CHURCH? 
Martin Jones, Hamilton, Canada 
 
Pick any car in the aisle you like …” boasts Enterprise to renters of its 

vehicles. They’ve resisted adding “… as long as it’s black” as the 

automobile entrepreneur Henry Ford might have done! What would 

Ford have made of the staggering calculation that Starbucks customers 

can customize their drinks in over 170,000 different ways? You want a 

Caramel Crunch Frappucino with banana, extra drizzle, extra ice, extra 

whip, extra cinnamon, a pump of honey blend, frappucino chips, heavy 

cream and double blended? No problem! Except … that baristas have 

been struggling to cope with the sheer volume and complexity, causing 

problems with speed and accuracy of delivery, and employee turnover; 

ironically, sales have been declining. Starbucks’ boss has recently been 

fired and, notably, replaced with the boss of fast-food chain Chipotle, 

where business is booming after streamlining operations and keeping 

the customer experience simple. 

 

Believe it or not, there’s reason to think the apostle Paul had the risk of 

‘hyper-customization’ in mind when he wrote to the Corinthians, But I 

fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your 

minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ [1]. 

Fittingly, the NKJV keeps things simple by using one English word here 

(simplicity) to cover two Greek; some other versions translate as 

‘sincere and pure devotion.’ One of the Greek words (haplotés) carries 

the thought of an unfolded piece of cloth. As a tentmaker, I wonder if 

Paul’s designs were like today’s where it feels like you need to be an 

expert in origami to get the tent back into its original packaging! What’s 

in view here is ‘uncomplicated singleness’ – we might talk today of 

being ‘laser-focused.’ 

 

Haplotés must have rung a bell for the letter’s hearers, as Paul had just 

used it three times to describe generosity in financial giving. When the 

Macedonians gave, the amount was not determined by complex 

formulae in an Excel spreadsheet but simply a straightforward 

overflowing of the heart to the Lord [2]. Paul urged the Corinthians to 

imitate them through ‘surpassing’ grace from God [3] – the Greek word 

here reminds us of an athlete who throws their javelin, for example, 

beyond the qualifying mark. Any successful athlete will tell you that the 

key to their process is, effectively, ‘uncomplicated singleness’ rather 

than adding thoughts or actions that will detract from their goal. 
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Paul was concerned the Corinthians would be ‘subtracted’ (taken away 

from the path - i.e. deceived - like Eve) by ‘addition.’ That was Satan’s 

original cunning strategy, of course, to add to the word of God. As in 

Corinth’s day [4], we must watch out for ‘customizing’ of God’s word 

- particularly relating to the person and saving work of Christ, and the 

Holy Spirit. 

 

Parents in Asia are currently grappling with the news of large amounts 

of sugar being added to baby products there; even more dangerous are 

additives to the pure milk of God’s word! 

 

But what about a hyper-customized assembly? Being ‘seeker-sensitive’ 

is no longer a new concept, and of course we should aim to attract and 

not repel. We might adopt a strategy of ‘driving traffic’, not so much to 

our online presence but to our meeting-places as a first step of 

engagement in sharing the gospel - and invest significant time, effort 

and money in all sorts of creative things to achieve that. 

 

May God bless such initiatives, but let’s not subtract from the simplicity 

of the fledging Jerusalem church and their steadfast focus on the 

apostles’ teaching, the fellowship, the breaking of the bread, and prayers. 

It’s when we meet and act together as a church that’s the ‘business end’ 

– if our worship is weak and weary rather than worthy, if our fellowship 

isn’t fervent but feeble, if our modes of teaching are tepid or even 

tiresome rather than transformative, and if our times of prayer are 

poorly attended and more pitiful than powerful, then we can hardly 

expect people to exclaim that God is among us [5] no matter how 

engaging the additional ‘bells and whistles’ might be. As Starbucks is 

now learning, so can we: “BACK TO BASICS IS BEST”! 

 

References:  

[1] 2 Cor.11:3 NKJV [2] 2 Cor.8:2 [3] 2 Cor.9:14 [4] 2 Cor.11:4  

[5] 1 Cor.14:25. 
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The Supremacy of Christ 
OVER ANGELS 
Ben Strachan, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, England 
 

Messenger sent 

The letter to the Hebrews opens with the good news that God has now 

spoken to mankind by His Son. He is the heir of all things, through 

whom the universe was created. Mankind beheld in Him the nature of 

God, the Son being the radiance of His glory and the exact 

representation of His nature. This messenger (the Son) was greater than 

the previous messengers, greater than the prophets, and greater even 

than the angels [1]. 

 

Who are the angels? 

God sends forth His ministering spirits, like the wind, like flaming fire; 

these are the angels [2]. We learn that they are sent to serve those who 

will inherit salvation [3]. They are created, heavenly, spiritual beings, 

made to praise the Lord, mighty beings who do God’s bidding, and obey 

His word [4]. Some of the angels have rebelled, sinned against God, 

and for those angels there is no salvation [5]. 

 

A more excellent name 

It says in Hebrews 1:4 that the Son has obtained a more excellent name 

(NKJV) than the angels. The Son has many names; God, Lord, Saviour, 

King of kings and Lord of lords, to name a few. But this passage is not 

using “name” as a mere label, instead it is a mark of His authority. He, 

the Son, has by inheritance obtained a more excellent name (an elevated 

status) than the angels. 

 

‘You are my Son’ 

In contrast to the angels, the Son has sat down at the right hand of the 

Majesty in heaven (the Father) [6]. The writer to the Hebrews presses 

the point further [7]. God has never said to any angel ‘you are my son.’ 

Nor has He said to any angel, ‘I will be to you a Father.’ Yet God the 

Father has said to the Son, “You are my Son”, and to others who beheld 

the Son, He said “This is my beloved Son” [8]. The evidence for the 

supremacy of the Son is building in Hebrews verse by verse. Hebrews 

1:5 harks back to Psalm 2:6-7 which equates this Son to the promised 

Messiah, the King who sits in Zion. God promised King David that He, 

God, would be a Father to his son (Solomon) [9], the son who would 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb%201%3A4&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb%201%3A5&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb%201%3A5&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ps%202%3A6-7&version=NIV
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build God’s earthly house. In Hebrews God identifies Himself as the 

Father of the Son who later in the book would be described as not only 

the builder but also the Son over His house [10]. The Son was no 

ordinary man, no angel made to do God’s bidding, this was His precious 

beloved Son in whom He delighted, and God would be to Him a Father. 

 

Raised up to sit on the throne 

He (the Son) first humbled himself, becoming a man, taking the very 

nature of a servant [11], that He might taste death for everyone [12], 

that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, 

that He might by Himself make purification for our sins, setting those 

free who were in bondage, thus becoming the captain of our salvation. 

 

You see Jesus came not to serve like the angels, nor to save the angels, 

but as the voice of God, to reveal the nature of God, to fulfil the 

purposes of God, and thus to save the faithful (the seed of Abraham - 

see Rom.4:16). Therefore, the Father has exalted the Son to the highest 

throne, and given Him a name above all names [11,12]. Set as supreme 

over the angels is the Son of God. He is God. The Father uses the titles 

‘God’ and ‘LORD’ when speaking to the Son: 

 

“Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever …” [13] 

 

“In the beginning, Lord, you laid the foundations of the 

earth …” [14] 

 

Worship the Son 

One worships that which is greater than them, not less. Worship alone 

belongs to God. The angels are created beings, made by the One who 

made the heavens. Made by the One who upholds all things by the word 

of His power [1]. The Father commands, let all the angels of God 

worship Him (the Son) [15]. The angels worship continually [4], they 

worshipped when He was born into the world saying ‘Glory to God in 

the highest ...’ [16], and will worship again in a day to come saying 

Worthy is the Lamb … to receive power … riches … wisdom … 

strength … honour … glory and blessing [17], for they have been made 

subject to Him [18]. 

 

References:   

(1) Heb.1:1-4 (2) Ps.104:4; Heb.1:7 (3) Heb.1:14 (4) Ps.103:20  

(5) 2 Pet.2:4; Jude 6; Matt.25:41 (6) Heb.1:3,13 (7) Heb.1:5,5:5  

(8) Matt.3:17; 17:5 NKJV (9) 2 Sam.7:14 (10) Heb.3:3-4,6  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom.4%3A16&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb.1%3A1-4%3B%20Ps.104%3A4%3B%20Heb.1%3A7%3B%20Heb.1%3A14%3B%20Ps.103%3A20%3B%202%20Pet.2%3A4%3B%20Jude%201%3A6%3B%20Matt.25%3A41%3B%20Heb.1%3A3%2C13%3B%20Heb.1%3A5%2C5%3A5%20&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb.1%3A1-4%3B%20Ps.104%3A4%3B%20Heb.1%3A7%3B%20Heb.1%3A14%3B%20Ps.103%3A20%3B%202%20Pet.2%3A4%3B%20Jude%201%3A6%3B%20Matt.25%3A41%3B%20Heb.1%3A3%2C13%3B%20Heb.1%3A5%2C5%3A5%20&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt.3%3A17%3B%2017%3A5%20&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Sam.7%3A14%3B%20Heb.3%3A3-4%2C6%3B%20Phil.2%3A5-11%3B%20Heb.2%3A9%2C10%2C14-16%3B%20Heb.1%3A8%3B%20Heb.1%3A10%20&version=NIV
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(11) Phil.2:5-11 (12) Heb.2:9,10,14-16 (13) Heb.1:8 (14) Heb.1:10 

(15) Heb.1:6 NKJV (16) Lk.2:14 (17) Rev.5:11-12 NKJV  

(18) 1 Pet.3:22 

 

Quotations from the NIV, unless otherwise stated. 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Sam.7%3A14%3B%20Heb.3%3A3-4%2C6%3B%20Phil.2%3A5-11%3B%20Heb.2%3A9%2C10%2C14-16%3B%20Heb.1%3A8%3B%20Heb.1%3A10%20&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb.1%3A6&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=LK.2%3A14&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rev.5%3A11-12&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Pet.3%3A22&version=NIV
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Wisdom in Winning Souls 
INTRODUCTION 
Geoff Hydon, Mount Forest, Canada 
 

Proverbs 11:30 (NASB95) is well known: … he who is wise wins souls. 

When he says “wins” the proverb writer seems to be drawing on the 

image of catching a bird. Although some may be adept at that activity, 

most of us would find it difficult, requiring patience and plenty of 

forethought. The essence of the problem is that the bird typically 

doesn’t want to be caught, and will use every means available to avoid 

capture. The application of the analogy to ‘catching’ souls is perhaps 

obvious. It is surely relevant to this series of articles through which we 

hope to learn how to be more effective in our witnessing, which 

evidently requires lots of God-given wisdom. Unless our message is 

loving, clear and relevant, it may just be dismissed because of the 

hearer’s “confirmation bias” against it, or even outright prejudice. 

 

Undoubtedly, there will be those who are especially gifted in winning 

souls. They are called by God to this work, and they are equipped by 

Him to do it [1]. They may be best placed to provide advice to others. 

Therefore, in subsequent articles we shall rely significantly on the 

personal experiences of those who have known God’s blessing in their 

witnessing. First, though, we’ll just provide some general background 

thinking, and suggestions for exploring the subject further. 

 

What motivates people to make decisions? Professional studies 

conclude our decisions are normally driven 70% by our emotional 

reactions and only 30% by rational deliberation [2]. It is a confirmation 

of Paul’s sound practice in witnessing [3]; first, he reasoned, then he 

sought to persuade, both being important. But note, Paul first showed 

his message was believable, then worked towards a heart response. 

God’s message is for the heart [4], but the heart may be initially reached 

via the intellect; thus captivating the thoughts of the unbeliever [5]. 

 

The Gospel is in one vital sense the same for everyone [6]; it is rightly 

expressed in the promise: Whoever will call on the name of the Lord 

will be saved [7]. For this reason we should use every opportunity to 

bring the good news to all. But we can learn from the Lord’s preaching 

methods and the subsequent practices of His Apostles, which in both 

cases give examples of a very personalized message [8]. Today’s 

evangelists will surely use this approach too. Catching fish may require 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov%2011%3A30&version=NASB1995
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a net, or a line, and to fulfil the Lord’s expectations [9] we may have to 

use different approaches. And when dealing with those already 

committed to a religion other than Christianity, we must reason well. 

 

Notice how Jesus modifies His approach, as you compare His words to 

Nicodemus, the Jewish leader, with His conversations with the 

Samaritan woman, or with Martha. Notice how Paul uses literature 

familiar to his hearers in Athens. We see in this the work of the Holy 

Spirit, giving direction [10] (that is not confined to just tight situations!) 

In these articles we hope to draw out valuable lessons from the 

experiences of Christians who have been used to bring people of other 

faiths to Christ. Adherents of Buddhism, Islam or even the ‘faith’ of 

atheism, will each have reasons to resist the Gospel message. To win 

them, we need to know the Gospel in its fullness and be aware of their 

potential concerns and we should learn and apply methods that address 

their specific needs. That is the goal of this series [11]. 

 

References: [1] Eph.4:7,11 [2] Gallup 2022 [3] Acts 19:8 [4] Rom.10:9 

[5] 2 Cor.10:5 [6] Gal.1:8 [7] Rom.10:13 [8] E.g., Jn 3:1-21; Jn 4:7-26; 

Jn 11:20-27; 1 Cor.9:20-22 [9] Lk.5:10 [10] Acts 17:22-31; Mk.13:11; 

Acts 4:31 [11] For an excellent audio series on “Preach the Word” by 

Alan Toms, Listen on Soundcloud (https://churchesofgod.info/audio-

teaching) and for further background reading, check out NT 2013 

articles on The Full Gospel, especially the article “Overcoming 

Defences”. 

 

Bible quotations from the NASB2020, unless otherwise stated. 

 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Eph.4%3A7%2C11%20&version=NASB
https://www.gallup.com/workplace/398954/customer-brand-preference-decisions-gallup-principle.aspx
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2019%3A8%3B%20Rom.10%3A9%3B%202%20Cor.10%3A5%3B%20Gal.1%3A8%3B%20Rom.10%3A13%3B%20Jn%203%3A1-21%3B%20Jn%204%3A7-26%3B%20Jn%2011%3A20-27%3B%201%20Cor.9%3A20-22%3B%20Lk.5%3A10%3B%20Acts%2017%3A22-31%3B%20Mk.13%3A11%3B%20Acts%204%3A31%20%5B&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2019%3A8%3B%20Rom.10%3A9%3B%202%20Cor.10%3A5%3B%20Gal.1%3A8%3B%20Rom.10%3A13%3B%20Jn%203%3A1-21%3B%20Jn%204%3A7-26%3B%20Jn%2011%3A20-27%3B%201%20Cor.9%3A20-22%3B%20Lk.5%3A10%3B%20Acts%2017%3A22-31%3B%20Mk.13%3A11%3B%20Acts%204%3A31%20%5B&version=NASB
https://churchesofgod.info/audio-teaching/
https://churchesofgod.info/audio-teaching/
https://churchesofgod.info/audio-teaching/
https://churchesofgod.info/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/NT-VOL-120-2013.pdf
https://churchesofgod.info/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/NT-VOL-120-2013.pdf
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Honourable Women -  
Serving the Purposes of God 
RUTH 
Steve Peers, Aberkenfig, Wales 
 

The Lord’s thoughts are not our thoughts, neither are our ways His ways 

[1]. That is true when we consider His choosing of Ruth, the wife of 

Boaz, who gained a place in the genealogy that continues to the birth of 

the Lord Jesus. 

 

Who would have thought that the Lord would choose Ruth, a Moabite, 

Moab a nation that would often be at enmity with Israel? God told Israel 

that they must never have a friendship treaty with Moab [2]. The Lord 

had excluded Moab from His assembly [3] and Ruth may even have 

been a one-time worshipper of Chemosh, the detestable God of Moab 

[4]. She does not sound like a woman we would choose as the great-

grandmother of David, but that is what she was. 

 

For God’s purposes to be fulfilled through Ruth, it took a famine in 

Israel, Elimelech taking his family to Moab, and the deaths in Moab of 

Elimelech and his sons Mahlon and Kilion [5]. Left behind was 

Elimelech’s wife Naomi with two Moabite daughters-in-law, Orpah and 

Ruth [6]. Naomi had still to decide to return to Israel, which happened 

when she heard that the famine had ended [7], and then Orpah and Ruth 

had to agree to accompany her. Orpah turned back, returning to her 

family and her gods, but Ruth stayed with Naomi [8]. In the book of 

Ruth, Naomi and Boaz uttered more words than Ruth, but when Ruth 

spoke her words inspired. Her dedication to Naomi is clear: Don’t urge 

me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go, I will go, and 

where you stay, I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God 

my God. Where you die, I will die, and there I will be buried. May the 

LORD deal with me, be it ever so severely, if even death separates you 

and me [9]. 

 

We can struggle to understand the ways of God. Why do certain things 

happen? Why does life follow an unexpected route? These are questions 

Ruth might have asked, and would she have looked for the answer in a 

famine, first marriage to a foreigner, widowhood, a new life in a foreign 

country and a second marriage to a man of God? Certainly, God’s ways 

are not our ways, and if life takes an unexpected turn, is it the Lord’s 

plan coming to fruition? 
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Culturally and linguistically, Israel and Moab had much in common but 

there had often been conflict between the two nations, so it was a 

difficult decision for Ruth to make when she decided to go with Naomi 

to Israel. It says something about Ruth’s heart towards Naomi, love and 

respect, but more importantly, it shows the Lord’s work in her life as 

she turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God [10]. As 

God once chose Israel to be His people, His treasured possession [11], 

so he had chosen Ruth, a foreigner, to be with His people and to bring 

her into the lineage that led to the Saviour [12]. 

 

When Naomi and Ruth arrived in Bethlehem, we see more of the 

wonderful character of Ruth. Her devotion to the Lord reflects itself in 

a devotion to Naomi, a willingness to listen to her and to do as she asked 

without question. Our Naomi is the Lord Himself whose word we 

should listen to and follow obediently. Only by doing so will His 

purpose for us find fruition. 

 

Ruth’s obedience placed her in difficult situations – gleaning among the 

sheaves where men may have made advances towards her, had it not 

been for the intervention of Boaz [13]; spending a night at the feet of 

Boaz where, if others had found her, she may have faced accusations of 

immorality [14]; a possible marriage to an unnamed guardian- redeemer 

she didn’t know [15]. It was a trust in the words of Naomi and Boaz 

that she relied upon, leading to her marriage to Boaz. Our trust is in the 

Lord whose love for us is boundless and who is always watching over 

us, taking care of us as His loved ones and leading us along paths that 

are the ones to follow. Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your 

ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, ‘This is the way; walk in it’ 

[16]. 

 

References (from NIV): (1) Isa.55:8 (2) Deut.23:6 (3) Deut.23:3  

(4) 1 Kgs.11:7 (5) Ruth 1:3-5 (6) Ruth 1:5 (7) Ruth 1:6  

(8) Ruth 1:14 (9) Ruth 1:16,17 (10) 1 Thess.1:9 (11) Deut.7:6 (12) 

Matt.1:5 (13) Ruth 2:9 (14) Ruth 3:14 (15) Ruth 3:12(16) Isa.30:21 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isa.55%3A8%3B%20Deut.23%3A6%3B%20Deut.23%3A3%3B%201%20Kgs.11%3A7%3B%20Ruth%201%3A3-5%3B%20Ruth%201%3A5%3B%20Ruth%201%3A6%3B%20Ruth%201%3A14%3B%20Ruth%201%3A16%2C17%3B%201%20Thess.1%3A9%3B%20Deut.7%3A6%3B%20Matt.1%3A5%3B%20Ruth%202%3A9%3B%20Ruth%203%3A14%3B%20Ruth%203%3A12%3B%20Isa.30%3A21&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isa.55%3A8%3B%20Deut.23%3A6%3B%20Deut.23%3A3%3B%201%20Kgs.11%3A7%3B%20Ruth%201%3A3-5%3B%20Ruth%201%3A5%3B%20Ruth%201%3A6%3B%20Ruth%201%3A14%3B%20Ruth%201%3A16%2C17%3B%201%20Thess.1%3A9%3B%20Deut.7%3A6%3B%20Matt.1%3A5%3B%20Ruth%202%3A9%3B%20Ruth%203%3A14%3B%20Ruth%203%3A12%3B%20Isa.30%3A21&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isa.55%3A8%3B%20Deut.23%3A6%3B%20Deut.23%3A3%3B%201%20Kgs.11%3A7%3B%20Ruth%201%3A3-5%3B%20Ruth%201%3A5%3B%20Ruth%201%3A6%3B%20Ruth%201%3A14%3B%20Ruth%201%3A16%2C17%3B%201%20Thess.1%3A9%3B%20Deut.7%3A6%3B%20Matt.1%3A5%3B%20Ruth%202%3A9%3B%20Ruth%203%3A14%3B%20Ruth%203%3A12%3B%20Isa.30%3A21&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isa.55%3A8%3B%20Deut.23%3A6%3B%20Deut.23%3A3%3B%201%20Kgs.11%3A7%3B%20Ruth%201%3A3-5%3B%20Ruth%201%3A5%3B%20Ruth%201%3A6%3B%20Ruth%201%3A14%3B%20Ruth%201%3A16%2C17%3B%201%20Thess.1%3A9%3B%20Deut.7%3A6%3B%20Matt.1%3A5%3B%20Ruth%202%3A9%3B%20Ruth%203%3A14%3B%20Ruth%203%3A12%3B%20Isa.30%3A21&version=NIV
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MISSION: INDIA UPDATE 
Craig Jones, Toronto, Canada 
 

The last year has been another busy one amongst the assemblies in India. 

In the Tamil Nadu District, which embraces the churches in Chennai, 

Pallavaram, Pernampet, Mulbagal and Goa, there has been ongoing 

activity of different kinds - 3-day gospel meeting campaigns, vacation 

Bible school and YPMs - as saints strive to maintain faithful testimony 

in these cities and towns. In Pernampet (some 4-5 hours by car from 

Chennai), it’s been a wonderful encouragement that a local brother, 

Sugumar, has been appointed as a full-time Gospel Worker. 

 

Sugumar is a former Nambikkai Illam boy (the boy’s and girl’s homes 

run by Faith Welfare Trust) and is currently engaging himself in local 

hospital ministry, open air ministry and leaflet distribution, home visits 

and outreach work in the town of Ambur and also the village of Navalur, 

where the FWT children’s home is located. The work in Navalur is also 

supported by other brothers and sisters from Pallavaram and Chennai 

and twice monthly services are held in the local church hall in the 

village. Sugumar is married to Esther and they have 3 young children. 

 

Speaking of full-time workers, our Ministering Brother in Andhra 

Pradesh, Kiran, with his wife Vardhani, have recently had the joy of 

welcoming their first child, James. This obviously brings additional 

duties and responsibilities for them both so they will certainly need to 

learn how to appropriately use their time between family 

responsibilities and ministry responsibilities. And there is much to 

continue to engage Kiran around the assemblies in Andhra, as he seeks 

to divide his time between many of them that need support and teaching, 

as well as visits to new groups that are regularly contacting us and 

wanting to know more about church of God teaching. 

 

Elsewhere in Andhra, the need for more suitable meeting 

accommodation has led to new building projects at Kakinada, 

Choppella and Komuraj Lanka. In addition, new meeting places are 

needed for Mandapeta and Kateru (near Rajahmundry), which required 

the purchase of land and we are grateful to the Central Gifts Committee 

of the Churches of God for financial assistance in this. 

 

It’s one of the practical ways saints in churches of God worldwide can 

have fellowship in supporting their brothers and sisters in the wider 

Fellowship of Churches of God. The lengthy process of applying to the 
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High Court in India for the release of the necessary funds for 

construction is now underway. 

 

Another church of God was planted in Andhra on July 7th, in 

Tedaypalligudem. This is about 50kms from our main Andhra Pradesh 

base. Three days meetings were held in 2023 and a number of elders 

visited following that. The leader, Srinivas, studied for the ministry in 

Chennai Bible college after receiving Christ in his father’s church. Now, 

seeking truth, he has brought his group to us. On planting day, 3 brothers 

were also appointed as deacons to ensure there was no hint of one-man 

leadership. 

 

So then, the work of the Lord continues apace in India and there 

continues to be the need for more gifted local brothers to be raised up 

by the Lord to provide the necessary support and ongoing consolidation 

teaching. 
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FROM THE EDITORS’ DESK 
Issue 2 – 2025 
 

The proverb says many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is the 

purpose of the Lord that will stand [1]. This reassuring truth is borne 

out throughout God’s word. Joseph’s brothers planned to get rid of 

him, only to bow down before him less than two decades later. Haman 

planned to eradicate the Jews, only to be executed on his own gallows 

prepared for his Jewish nemesis Mordecai. Jonah knew God’s purpose 

was for him to go to Nineveh, but he planned a cruise in the opposite 

direction, only to be steered back on course by a storm and a great 

fish! Some made plans to try and hinder God’s purposes whilst others 

made plans, in weakness of faith, to try and help God’s purposes 

(think of Abraham and Hagar, for example), only to complicate things 

unnecessarily. 

 

Behind much human scheming is the adversary seeking to thwart God’s 

purposes. How comforting it is to remind ourselves that no such 

schemes can possibly succeed, no matter how powerful the people 

making them. Never was this more evident than in the work of Christ, 

as Peter preached to the men of Israel: this Jesus, delivered up 

according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified 

and killed by the hands of lawless men. God raised him up …[2] 

 

God’s prescribed will, however, is not always carried out as we shall 

explore in this edition of NT. This includes his revealed will for how we 

collectively worship, how we treat others and how we pursue personal 

transformation. As we explore these themes, may the Lord enable us to 

align our mind’s plans with His purposes for our lives, for how could 

we ever hope to better them?! 

 

Andy 

 

 

 

[1] Proverbs 19:21 [2] Acts 2:23-24 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov.19%3A21%3B%20Acts%202%3A23-24&version=ESV
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Moses, My Servant 
MEDIATOR 
Roy Dickson, Melbourne, Australia 
 

Moses’ life, at age 80 (1), turned full circle at the Burning Bush (2) 

where he was commissioned to bring God’s people out of Egypt. God 

required a faithful and righteous man, humble yet utterly devoted and 

who, like the Baptist to come, was not a reed shaken by the wind (3). 

Despite his doubt as to whether he was the man for this enormous task, 

Moses led the people out of bondage in Egypt and through the Red Sea 

by the overruling hand of God and redeemed by the blood of the 

Passover lamb. Thus, the former slaves were baptized into Moses in the 

cloud and in the sea (4). Moses’ final forty years as mediator and 

intercessor between the Lord and the wayward children of Israel had 

begun. 

 

God’s desire was to bring His chosen people, whom He loved, into a 

faithful and obedient relationship with Himself as a nation under His 

rule. The mediation of Moses is perhaps best exemplified in his words: 

I stood between the Lord and you ... to declare to you the word of the 

Lord (5). Accordingly, he represented God to the children of Israel, and 

the people to God. We should not think of this as a “negotiated 

settlement” in which Moses came back with counter-proposals on 

behalf of the people. The terms were God’s, while the benefits were 

mutual to God and to Israel. Three times the people responded all that 

the Lord has spoken we will do (6), the covenant being finally sealed 

by the sprinkling of blood. 

 

The law was given through Moses (7). God had brought the people into 

a covenant relationship with Himself as a kingdom of priests and a holy 

nation (8) by means of an intermediary (9), despite the calamitous 

episode of the golden calf. Indeed, his impassioned intercessory prayer 

(10) to spare the people from imminent destruction evidences his 

combined role as mediator/intercessor. Moses continued in this joint 

capacity for another forty years in the face of grumblings, idolatries and 

outright rebellions by the people culminating in Moses’ own distressing 

error at Meribah (11). Yet, the Scriptural record stands that Moses was 

faithful in all God’s House as a servant (12). 

 

We now come to perfection. The covenant that was based on the law 

made nothing perfect (13) and was finally repealed and replaced by a 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ex
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deut.5:5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jn
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ex
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Gal
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ex
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Num
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb
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better covenant which will never lose its efficacy, that through Jesus’ 

blood. The man who stood on Mount Sinai is now superseded by a Man 

in the glory seated at the right hand of the majesty on high, having 

mediated a new and better covenant, enacted on better promises (14). 

The scope of Christ’s mediatorship of this better covenant is vast, for 

there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man 

Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all (15). The Lord Jesus 

mediated personally this superior covenant between God and man 

through His vicarious death at Calvary, bringing redemption within the 

reach of all. 

 

The mediatorial work of Christ also has its Godward and manward faces. 

In the former, God’s character is revealed in Jesus’ deep compassion 

towards sinful humanity (16), and His holiness fully vindicated in the 

spotless life of the Son of Man. In the latter Christ represented everyone 

(17) when He laid down His life, having completed everything the 

Father had given Him to do, the ultimate Ransom. Yet there is more! 

The clear association in 1 Peter 1:2 between obedience to Jesus Christ 

and for sprinkling with His blood fulfil the type initiated by Moses in 

Exodus 24:6-8, so revealing God’s desire for a spiritual people wholly 

obedient to His Word. Now, in the glory, He is faithful over God’s House 

as a son. And we are his [God’s] house, if indeed we hold fast our 

confidence (18). As Mediator, Christ has personally enacted the terms 

of a better covenant available to all who trust Him as Saviour and of a 

collective people on earth, a holy priesthood (19), by virtue of His 

intrinsic holiness, His sacrifice and glorious resurrection. Faithful as a 

Son indeed, which poses the question: how faithful are we to His calling? 

 

(1) Acts 7:23,30 (2) Ex.3:2-6 (3) Matt.11:7 (4) 1 Cor.10:1-2 (5) 

Deut.5:5 (6) Ex.19:8; 24:3,7 (7) Jn 1:17 (8) Ex.19:6 (9) Gal.3:19 

(10) Ex.32:11-14 (11) Num.20:12-13 (12) Heb.3:5 (13) Heb.7:19  

(14) Heb.8:6 (15) 1 Tim.2:5-6 (16) Matt.9:36 and Job 33:24 

(17) Heb.2:9 (18) Heb.3:6 (19) 1 Pet.2:5 

 

All Bible references are from the ESV. 
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The Teaching of Jesus in Parables 
WHO IS MY NEIGHBOUR? 
David Woods, Manchester, England 
 

“And who is my neighbour?” A question posed by a Jewish religious 

expert of the Law of God (also known as the Pentateuch). He had started 

a conversation with Jesus, likely hoping to test Him (see Lk.10:25-37). 

His opening question was Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life? 

He probably believed his extensive religious knowledge and lifestyle 

had already secured eternal life, but Jesus was about to challenge that 

assumption. 

 

With skill, Jesus turned the question back on him—a brilliant tactic 

when someone is trying to test you—asking what the Law of God said 

about the matter. The expert replied with a typical Jewish answer, 

quoting two key commandments from the Pentateuch that summarised 

the Law: YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL 

YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR 

STRENGTH, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND; AND YOUR 

NEIGHBOUR AS YOURSELF (Deut.6:5; Lev.19:18). Jesus affirmed 

his answer, saying Do this and you will live (again referencing the 

Pentateuch, see Lev.18:5). The Law of God was suddenly held up like 

a mirror before the expert, revealing his true condition. Though he was 

trying to test Jesus, it was now the Word of God that tested him! God’s 

Word does this for everyone because all have sinned and fall short of 

His glory (Rom.3:23). This is why many avoid spending time in God's 

Word—it confronts us and exposes our sin. 

 

At that moment, the expert did what we often do when we're caught in 

failure. Luke tells us: So, wishing to justify himself, he said to Jesus, 

‘And who is my neighbour?’ Instead of acknowledging his inability to 

keep God's Law and his need for divine help, he tried to justify himself. 

We often try to reframe God’s standards to fit our own, but this will 

never justify us before a holy God. Interestingly, the expert chose to 

focus on the second commandment—the one about loving your 

neighbour. It seems he wanted to imply that his love for God was 

unquestionable, perhaps thinking his religious devotion spoke for itself. 

Let’s never deceive ourselves into thinking that our good actions in one 

area of life can cover up failures and sin in another. 

 

Jesus then shared one of His most famous parables—a story about a 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lk%2010%3A25-37&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deut.6%3A5%3B%20Lev.19%3A18&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lev.18%3A5&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom.3%3A23&version=NASB
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Jewish man attacked by robbers on the treacherous Jerusalem-to-

Jericho Road, left half-dead. A Jewish priest, probably returning from 

his temple duties in Jerusalem, came across the man. He saw him but 

passed by on the other side, perhaps fearing he’d become ceremonially 

unclean by touching a dead body (see Lev.21:1-12). A Levite came 

along shortly afterwards and did the same. Both religious figures were 

more concerned with ceremonial purity than helping a fellow human in 

desperate need. 

 

The laypeople listening might have expected Jesus to reveal a Jewish 

layperson as the hero of the story, but Jesus shocked everyone by saying 

that a Samaritan—a group despised by Jews—came along and showed 

mercy to the man. The Samaritan not only rescued him, but he also took 

him to a safe place, paid for his care, and promised to cover any 

additional expenses. 

 

The crowd must have gasped. The Jews hated the Samaritans, and the 

feeling was mutual. “Which of these three do you think proved to be a 

neighbour to the man who fell into the robbers' hands?” Jesus asked, 

turning the question back to the expert. The expert reluctantly replied, 

“The one who showed compassion to him.” Jesus said, “Go and do the 

same.” For the expert, there was no escaping it—he was called to be a 

neighbour to anyone who crossed his path, not just those he liked or 

found easy to love. And that included even his enemies. Jesus was 

inviting him (and us) to examine whether we are truly living in ways 

that honour God our Saviour and reveal his love in this world. We’re 

called to do good to anyone we encounter, regardless of their status or 

background, helping to rescue people from their “half-dead” condition, 

offering mercy and compassion wherever it is needed, and sharing the 

good news of salvation by faith in Jesus Christ. 

 

Bible references are from the NASB2020. 
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Understanding the Will of God –  
Your Will be Done 
HIS REVEALED WILL 
David Webster, Liverpool, England 
 

In this series we are looking at what the Bible tells us about the will of 

God. Last time we looked at God’s sovereign will – what will happen 

because God has decreed that it will. This time we are considering 

God’s prescribed, revealed or preceptive will. ‘Prescribed’ because it is 

a rule or action that should be carried out, ‘revealed’ because we know 

what it is, and ‘preceptive’ (from precept – a word we don’t use very 

much – meaning a command; a rule of conduct or moral instruction) 

meaning that this is something for us to respond to as an instruction 

from a higher authority. 

 

We may not know what God’s sovereign will is, unless we are told. 

However we do know this preceptive will, or will of command, because 

it is revealed to us in the word of God. The Bible says: The secret things 

belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to 

our children for ever, that we may follow all the words of this law (1). 

 

R.C. Sproul puts it neatly: “Though God’s sovereign will is often hidden 

from us until after it comes to pass, there is one aspect of His will that 

is plain to us - His preceptive will. Here God reveals His will through 

His holy law” (2). God’s sovereign will leads us to worship; God’s 

revealed will should lead to obedience, and we can look at God’s 

revealed will under three headings: 

 

1. Clear Instructions 

The Ten Commandments and the laws that follow are clear instructions. 

In the New Testament we are clearly instructed to live similarly – 

respecting God and treating each other in honourable ways. 

 

We are instructed to repent (3), to have faith in what God says (4), to 

follow as disciples (5), to love each other (6), to do good deeds (7), to 

meet together as a church (8), and to turn away from immoral, evil ways 

of living (9). We are told to look forward to the return of the Lord Jesus 

(10). We are instructed not to love the world or anything in the world 

(11) and to pray (12). We are told not to take one another to court to get 

what we believe we are entitled to (13) and many other things. These 

are clear and it is our sinful, independent human nature that makes it 
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difficult to comply! 

 

It is a serious matter to know what we ought to do and then to do 

something else. The Bible is quite definite on this: If anyone, then, 

knows the good they ought to do and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them (14). 

 

2. Instruction on Attitudes 

It is much harder to pin down attitudes, isn’t it? In James chapter 4 we 

have a passage on attitudes – right attitudes to take and wrong attitudes 

to avoid. James speaks about our attitude to our godless society (the 

world) and about pride and humility. We mustn’t make friends with this 

‘world’ – and that takes quite a lot of thinking through. He tells us to 

turn away from pride and cultivate humility - easier said than done! He 

speaks about slander -what we say about each other. So much harm has 

been caused because someone spread a rumour or made an accusation. 

Let’s be careful! 

 

Then James tackles being too self-assured. How often do we say ‘I’m 

going to do this’? James says – don’t say that. We ought to recognise 

that there are so many things in life not under our own control. Why, 

you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? 

You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes (15). As 

I don’t even know God’s will for me tomorrow how can I make plans, 

leaving God out, for next week, next month or next year? We ought 

always to keep in mind, says James 4:15, if it is the Lord’s will. That is 

God’s sovereign will or permissive will. 

 

In Matthew chapters 5 to 7 we have the Sermon on the Mount. These 

are instructions on attitudes to take and instructions that require some 

thought as to what they mean. Here are some of those (16): 

 

You can see that these are easily read but are hard to put into practice. 

They are the direct opposite of what our society assumes! We need to 

think about what it means to be pure in heart, for example, or how to let 

my light shine without showing off or being puffed up with pride! Not 

easy. These are attitudes to cultivate rather than direct commands to be 

obeyed. 

 

3. Big Principles 

Then we have the big principles found in God’s word. The Bible tells 

us a lot about priorities, about accountability and about worship. When 

we read, But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James%204%3A15&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt.5-7&version=NIV


 

      38 

things will be given to you as well (17) not only is this one of the 

instructions on attitude from the Sermon on the Mount it is also one of 

the big themes from the Bible. Putting God first! That means giving 

God priority over everything else in our lives. When asked which was 

the greatest commandment the Lord Jesus said, “Love the Lord your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind” 

(18). This is a direct quotation from Deuteronomy 6:5. 

 

The principle of accountability is a big one in Scripture. When Adam 

and Eve were given the Garden of Eden they were told to work at it and 

take care of it. Care of our world is a big issue today. How does that 

work out in practice? Stewards of our planet, stewards of the gifts God 

has given us (19) and stewards of our time. We will answer to God for 

what we do with what has been entrusted to us. We will be held 

accountable. 

 

Another major theme running through the revealed word is that of 

worship. Worship is the correct response of the creature to the Creator. 

The Bible is full of instructions to worship: Come, let us bow down in 

worship, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker; for he is our God and 

we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his care (20). We are 

instructed, Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s 

mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to 

God – this is your true and proper worship (21). 

 

And what about collective worship? Does it matter to God how we 

gather? How we worship? What we believe? The Bible makes it clear 

that it does. God was very specific regarding Israel that they must not 

worship in their own way. But you are to seek the place the Lord your 

God will choose from among all your tribes to put his Name there for 

his dwelling. To that place you must go (22). 

 

In our day, too, worship is still associated with God’s house: a holy 

priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through 

Jesus Christ (23). Believers holding firmly to the confidence and the 

hope of Hebrews 3, spelt out more fully in Hebrews 10:19-25, form 

God’s house. We are not told to look for a worship style that suits us. 

That current idea is not found in Scripture. 

 

So, God’s revealed will is what we find in God’s word. We find clear 

instructions, we find correct attitudes and we find broad principles. It is 

important to get this right because: The world and its desires pass away, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb%203%3A6&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb%2010%3A19-25&version=NIV
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but whoever does the will of God lives for ever (24). 

 

References: (1) Deut.29:29 (2) R.C. Sproul, Essential Truths of the 

Christian Faith, Tyndale House Publishers (3) see Ps.34:14, Lk.15:7, 

Rom.2:4 (4) see Prov.3:5, Mk.11:22 (5) see Jn 15:8 (6) see e.g. Jn 13:34-

35 (7) see Gal.6:9, Eph.2:10 (8) see Heb.10:25 (9) see Gal.5:19-26 (10) 

see 2 Pet.3:12 (11) 1 Jn 2:15 (12) See, e.g., Eph.6:18 (13) See 1 Cor.6  

(14) Jas.4:17 (15) Jas.4:14 (16) Matt.5:8, 5:16, 5:44, 6:24 and 6:25  

(17) Matt.6:33 (18) Matt.22:37 (19) See 1 Pet.4:8-11 (20) Ps.95:6-7  

(21) Rom.12:1 (22) Deut.12:4-5 (23) 1 Pet.2:5 (24) 1 Jn 2:17 

 

Bible references are from the New International Version 2011 (UK 

edition). 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps.34%3A14%3B%20Lk.15%3A7%3B%20Rom.2%3A4%3B%20Prov.3%3A5%2C%20Mk.11%3A22%3B%20Jn%2015%3A8%3B%20Jn%2013%3A34-35%3B%20Gal.6%3A9%3B%20Eph.2%3A10%3B%20Heb.10%3A25%3B%20Gal.5%3A19-26%3B%202%20Pet.3%3A12%3B%201%20Jn%202%3A15%3B%20Eph.6%3A18%3B%201%20Cor.6%3B%20Jas.4%3A17%3B%20Jas.4%3A14%3B%20Matt.5%3A8%2C%20Matt.5%3A16%3B%205%3A44%3B%20Matt.6%3A24%2C25%3B%20Matt.6%3A33%3B%20Matt.22%3A37%3B%201%20Pet.4%3A8-11%3B%20Ps.95%3A6-7%3B%20Rom.12%3A1%3B%20Deut.12%3A4-5%3B%201%20Pet.2%3A5%3B%201%20Jn%202%3A17&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps.95%3A6-7%3B%20Rom.12%3A1%3B%20Deut.12%3A4-5%3B%201%20Pet.2%3A5%3B%201%20Jn%202%3A17&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps.95%3A6-7%3B%20Rom.12%3A1%3B%20Deut.12%3A4-5%3B%201%20Pet.2%3A5%3B%201%20Jn%202%3A17&version=NIV
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Christlikeness 
MEEKNESS & GENTLENESS 
Colin Jarvis, Swindon, England 
 

The leadership shown and demonstrated by Jesus Christ defines His 

nature and offers us a unique model to follow. Born in obscurity, He 

grows in wisdom and stature. By the time we see Him agonising 

through the night before choosing His inner circle of 12 men, He has 

been baptised by John, tempted by the Devil and He has clearly laid out 

His beliefs and begun to show irrefutable evidence of His 

overwhelming power. 

 

Then when He calls them to leave their old life and come to Him, He 

says Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and 

humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls (1). They would 

be following a leader like no other. 

 

The yoke enabled the farmer to guide the ox. Amazingly, Jesus is 

willing to yoke us in His service, so that we benefit – to walk in the way 

that He walks, and where He walks. He says the yoke makes it easy, the 

burden is light! However, we know that the world today isn’t friendly, 

it’s not kind. Christians can feel marginalised, and many may be 

frightened and threatened. But none of these are new experiences to 

Jesus. If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first (2). The 

disciples would see this with their own eyes. 

 

Jesus asks us to take a strong line and stick to it. After a raft of doctrine 

to new Gentile believers in Rome, Paul confirms in Romans 12 that he, 

a Jew, stands together with them as do all other believers who have 

accepted Jesus as God’s Son and their Saviour. The strong line is 

restraint and good living. 

 

We are asked to get our mind right and be consistent in what we say and 

do as a consequence. Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do 

what is honourable in the sight of all (3). There should be no retaliation, 

just a heart of love. ‘Don't hit back; discover beauty in everyone,’ is 

what the Message Bible version proposes. Perhaps this is meekness and 

gentleness in action. These qualities may not be immediately evident 

but persistent and constant application will enable the hearts of the 

recipients to influence their minds, and what comes out of the mouths; 

to develop more transformation. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom.12&version=NIV
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Paul says by the meekness and gentleness of Christ (4) I appeal to you. 

This is his personal opportunity to put things right in their eyes but also 

to ensure he speaks to them in the right manner - by the meekness (or 

humility) and the gentleness of Christ - with a spirit that is gentle yet 

firm. 

 

What a transformed young man Peter was. What lessons he learned. 

What things he witnessed. What a scribe he became. He looks back 

more than 30 years as he writes his first letter and records this of Jesus: 

When they hurled their insults at him he did not retaliate; when he 

suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who 

judges justly (5). In the next chapter he writes, Finally, all of you, have 

unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble 

mind. Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the 

contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you may obtain a 

blessing (6). 

 

We may often need each other but we will certainly need the Spirit who 

is with us, within us. Paul said to the Ephesian Christians, Be kind and 

compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ 

God forgave you. Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved 

children, and walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave 

himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God (7). 

 

References: (1) Matt.11:29 (2) Jn.15:18 (3) Rom.12:17 ESV; (4) 2 

Cor.10:1; (5) 1 Pet.2:23,24; (6) 1 Pet.3:8,9 ESV (7) Eph.4:32-5:2 

 

Bible references from the NIV, unless otherwise stated. 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt.11%3A29%3B%20Jn.15%3A18%20&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom.12%3A17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Cor.10%3A1%3B%201%20Pet.2%3A23%2C24%3B%20&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Cor.10%3A1%3B%201%20Pet.2%3A23%2C24%3B%20&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Pet.3%3A8-9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Eph.4%3A32-5%3A2&version=NIV
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The Lesser Practised Disciplines of Godliness 
FASTING 
Brian Tugwell, Liverpool, England 
 

When you fast ... (Matt.6:16-18) 

There is no commandment to fast but there is an expectation. And Jesus 

said to them, ‘Can the friends of the bridegroom mourn as long as the 

bridegroom is with them? But the days will come when the bridegroom 

will be taken away from them, and then they will fast (Matt.9:15,16). 

The Bible speaks of private and national fasting. There are partial fasts 

(Dan.1 - abstaining from certain foods; Dan.10:3 - no pleasant food, 

meat or wine for 3 weeks) and absolute fasts (Moses in Deut.9:9 and 

the Lord in Lk.4:2 were rare 40-day fasts). 

 

Some Occasions: 

Afflicting the soul in confession; National Day of Atonement 

(Lev.23:27; Ps.69:10); within marriage (1 Cor.7:5). In emergencies 

(Est.4:16); when called by God (Joel 2:15); in warfare (2 Chr.20:1-4). 

For journeying protection (Ezra 8:21); because of grief over Israel’s 

spiritual condition (e.g. Neh.1:4) In connection with the Spirit-led 

appointment of Missionaries (Acts 13:2-3) and elders (Acts 14:23). In 

service and worship, e.g. Anna – night and day (Lk.2:37); Paul – in 

fastings often (2 Cor.11:27). 

Against demonic influence - This kind can come out by nothing but 

prayer and fasting (Mk.9:29). 

 

Motive 

It should be centred on God (see Zech.8:19), not to be done before men 

but in secret (Matt.6:6), and not done with pride – I fast twice a week … 

(Lk.18:12). 

 

Practice 

If you are exercised to fast, start in a small way with a partial fast and 

you can build later to, say, a 24-hour fast and later a 3-day fast. People 

with fast metabolisms may find fasting unsuitable. Those on medication 

need to proceed with caution, maybe missing out on some usual dainties 

or one meal where medication is not required to be taken. For some, 

medical advice may indicate fasting is not safe. 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt.6%3A16-18&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt.9%3A15-16&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Dan%201&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Dan%2010%3A3&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deut.9%3A9&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%204%3A2&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lev%2023%3A27%3B%20Ps.69%3A10&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Cor.7%3A5&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Est%204%3A16&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joel%202%3A15&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Chron%2020%3A1-4&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezr%208%3A21&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Neh%201%3A4&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2013%3A2-3&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2014%3A23&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lk%202%3A37&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Cor.11%3A27&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mk%209%3A29&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zech%208%3A19&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt%206%3A6&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lk%2018%3A12&version=NKJV
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Benefits 

In Isaiah 58 the Lord outlines His chosen fast as a day to truly afflict 

the soul, not just to bow down his head and spread sackcloth and ashes. 

Then He enumerates right motivations and the blessings of genuine 

fasting to Him. Some possible applications are included for 

consideration: 

 

• Fasting shows our earnestness in seeking God for breakthroughs. 

Some practitioners speak of increased effectiveness in intercession, 

greater concentration and self-control, revealed guidance and 

greater awareness of victory in spiritual warfare.  

• Fasting is not a guarantee of getting what we want, though clearly 

great promises are associated with its practice. God responds 

according to His sovereign will.  

• Above all, fasting is a cry for repentance and for a heart condition 

that pleases the Lord. 

 

"Now, therefore," says the Lord, "Turn to Me with all your heart, with 

fasting, with weeping, and with mourning." So rend your heart, and not 

your garments; return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and 

merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness; and he relents from doing 

harm. Who knows if He will turn and relent and leave a blessing behind 

Him?” (Joel 2:12-14). 

 

Bible references from the NKJV. 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isa%2058&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joel%202%3A12-14&version=NKJV
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Countercultural 
TOGETHERNESS IN A DISEMBODIED WORLD 
Gareth Andrews, Belfast, N. Ireland 
 

In Spain, a government study has suggested that smartphones should 

come with a health warning (1). In the UK, the average 12-year-old 

spends 29 hours a week on their phone, and a child psychiatrist has 

outlined: “Parents can’t get their children to sleep or sit still. They 

struggle to concentrate in school and education has taken an all- time 

hit. At the same time, our young people are increasingly isolated and 

insular. The average time that teens spend with friends each day has 

plummeted by 65% since 2010” (2). These are some of the shocking 

consequences of the prevalence, pervasiveness and paradox of social 

media, gaming and entertainment today. We are not immune from the 

addictive dopamine rush of instant gratification and apparent 

connection. With the addictive ability to communicate and connect 

across the globe instantly, can we discern when and how we should? 

With the availability of human knowledge and (mis)information on our 

smart devices, can we use them selectively with wisdom? 

 

Someone has said that “We shape our tools and thereafter our tools 

shape us.” Ironically, the very tools that are made to facilitate and 

enhance social connection are now changing us, often leading to 

feelings of social isolation and disconnection. Even traditional work-

life balances and boundaries can be blurred by the pressure of relentless 

contact leading to rising calls for a legal “right to disconnect.” 

 

Individually, we might need to reflect on our own habits and desires and 

their effect on us and our relationships. We can consider the benefits of 

solitude and silence, with quiet times free from distraction. With the 

niggling pull of technology can we develop the disciplines to disconnect 

and be present (3)? Collectively, as Christians called to be living in the 

world but not of the world, serving together in a local church and as part 

of a worldwide fellowship, how can we prioritise the practice of 

togetherness in a disembodied world? Fellowship with each other 

means being like-minded, having the same love and being united in 

spirit and purpose (4). Looking out for the interests of others in humility 

requires us, of course, to take an interest in others, to spend time 

together and be present when we are, fully attentive and engaged rather 

than scrolling and distant. 
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The apostle Paul certainly did not have the communication options open 

to us today but when he made the journey back to Jerusalem after 14 

years away to discuss important issues with the church leaders, meeting 

and spending time together privately was key to a positive unified 

resolution with partnership and support evidenced in a show of 

fellowship together (5). We are thankful that Paul did use available 

technology to write the letters recorded for us in God’s word. In his first 

letter to the Corinthians, he warned of the danger of distraction and 

division affecting the holy priesthood service of believers coming 

together as a church (6). In contrast, the early church we see in Acts was 

a diverse collective of individuals, classes and backgrounds but were an 

inspiring model demonstrating togetherness and fruitfulness: And all 

the believers were together and had all things in common; and they 

would sell their property and possessions and share them with all, to 

the extent that anyone had need. Day by day continuing with one mind 

in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking 

their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart, praising God 

and having favour with all the people. And the Lord was adding to their 

number day by day those who were being saved (7). 

 

So in a world of shortening attention spans and increasing distractions, 

quality time together is still important. All the believers were together 

not just formally at set meetings, but day by day sharing together, eating 

together, serving together in community. Technology affords wonderful 

opportunities to connect when we’re separated by distance but how 

much better to be together, sharing in mutual partnership, support and 

encouragement. And let us consider how we may spur one another on 

toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some 

are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the 

more as you see the Day approaching (8). 

 

References: (1) https://tinyurl.com/mr3bzn8y (2) 

https://tinyurl.com/fewd3y2z (3) See NT Issue 01/25 Pg.10 (4) 

Phil.2:1-8 (5) Gal.2:1-10 (6) 1 Cor.11:17-34 (7) Acts 2:44-47 (8) 

Heb.10:24-25 NIV. 

 

Bible references from the NASB2020, unless otherwise stated. 

  

https://tinyurl.com/mr3bzn8y
https://tinyurl.com/fewd3y2z
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Phil.2%3A1-8%3B%20Gal.2%3A1-10%3B%201%20Cor.11%3A17-34%3B%20Acts%202%3A44-47&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Phil.2%3A1-8%3B%20Gal.2%3A1-10%3B%201%20Cor.11%3A17-34%3B%20Acts%202%3A44-47&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb%2010%3A24-25&version=NIV
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God’s Spiritual House – Christ & Us 
GREAT HIGH PRIEST & PRIESTS IN A 
PRIESTHOOD 
Stephen McCabe, Belfast, N. Ireland 
 

The office of High Priest in Israel was surely one of the greatest jobs on 

earth. Think of it: that God would pick for Himself someone from 

among the people who would (because of God’s provision for him) be 

able to represent the people to God, the Almighty and uncreated One, 

specifically in the service of His house. God chose someone, a normal 

man, to play this highest of roles. 

 

Picture the scene on the day when the tabernacle was erected in the 

wilderness – the culmination of so much work, all the finely crafted 

elements, pieces of furniture, utensils, brought together in the 

tabernacle and surrounding courtyard, just the way that God wanted it 

(1). But for the service of God’s house to proceed, one of the final pieces 

of preparation was the bringing of Aaron and his sons – and specifically 

Aaron as High Priest: anoint him and consecrate him, so that he may 

serve as a priest to Me … anoint them, just as you have anointed their 

father, so that they may serve as priests to Me; and their anointing will 

qualify them for a permanent priesthood throughout their generations 

(2). 

 

What a responsibility Aaron and those who succeeded him had! The 

high priest was able to identify with the people – those who were 

ignorant, misguided, doing wrong things through lack of knowledge – 

and could deal gently with them because he was man, also beset with 

weakness (3). He had to be taken from among the people (4). Because 

of that, he had to offer sacrifices for sins, not just for the people, but for 

himself as well. Sacrifices to cover his own sin, to fit him for the role 

to which he had been appointed. Hebrews says that nobody ever took 

the honour of this role upon themselves (i.e. they did not self-nominate) 

– but they were called and appointed by God (5). How could it be 

otherwise? It is God who is the initiator in relationships with Himself; 

that God would do this is an expression of grace. 

 

The writer to the Hebrews says something very beautiful: Christ did not 

glorify Himself in becoming a high priest (6). We are thinking of One 

here, in the Lord Jesus Christ, who never had to offer a sacrifice for His 

own sins. But He was One from among the people, in a real sense 
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knowing the weakness of human flesh in His life here, though without 

sin – He came to be one of us; to be like us and understand us. And even 

this sinless One did not glorify Himself so as to become high priest. It 

wouldn’t be in His nature to do so! The One who was rich, but for our 

sakes became poor (7) – the One who did not consider equality with 

God something to be grasped (8). Rather, He also was appointed as 

High Priest by the One who also said to Him, You are a priest forever, 

according to the order of Melchizedek (9). 

 

So the writer to the Hebrews brings us, by the Spirit, to Psalm 110. This 

momentous psalm begins, it seems, with King David (the author) 

overhearing (so to speak) something about what the LORD, YHWH, 

has in store for David’s “Lord.” The Lord Jesus Himself explains it to 

us: David’s Lord is the Christ, Messiah, God’s anointed (10). Messiah 

is not only David’s son (that is, his descendant according to the flesh 

(11)), but is also David’s Lord – David’s inestimably greater Son to 

whom he defers. 

 

Psalm 110 is talking prophetically about the Messiah, who we know to 

be the Lord Jesus (David’s Lord), being invited to sit at the right hand 

of YHWH until all His enemies are made a footstool for His feet (12). 

 

Later, David, by the Spirit, introduces something totally radical and 

disruptive into the flow of the Old Testament scriptures: he declares that 

the LORD, YHWH, has sworn and will not change His mind, that 

David’s Lord is a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek 

(13).We don't have space here to explore all that it means that YHWH 

made an oath, nor the import of the Lord Jesus being a priest after the 

order of Melchizedek (read Hebrews 6 and 7!). However, perhaps the 

most important thing about Melchizedek is that which is also seen in 

the Lord Jesus, but could never have been said of Aaron or his sons; 

that is, Melchizedek was both a Priest and a King. In essence, a priest 

of an entirely different order and kind than Aaron’s priesthood, which 

was determined by birth2 and limited in function. 

 

The seed of this disruptive idea was actually planted back at the start of 

Genesis, revealing God’s eternal purpose for His Son - the Scriptures 

record Melchizedek as King of Salem (that is ‘King of Peace’ – how 

fitting!) and a priest of the Most High God (14). Looking past the many 

questions this may trigger in us, the Spirit of God plants it in the seedbed 

of the scriptures, as a foreshadowing of the Great Priest and King who 

stands above and apart from all others – the Lord Jesus Himself. In 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps%20110&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps%20110&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb%206-7&version=NASB
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fixing His purpose that Melchizedek would be followed by another 

king and priest of a different order to Aaron, sworn by YHWH to 

David’s Lord in Psalm 110, God was committing to the very humanity 

of the Lord Jesus – that He would be One from among the people, as 

the high priest must be – and ultimately had Calvary in view as the 

incomparable act through which this Great High Priest would bring 

worshippers to the Father. 

 

Hebrews 7 speaks about the word of the oath (that is, the oath we have 

just seen in Psalm 110) coming after the Law (15) – that is not, I suggest, 

simply saying that Psalm 110 came after Moses (we wouldn't need to 

be told that!). Rather, it is saying that the word of the oath, the 

articulation of the oath to David’s Lord, came when the Law was 

superseded by the introduction of the new covenant after Calvary, with 

the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, raised to live in the power of 

an indestructible life (16), and His glorious ascension to the right hand 

of the Majesty on high. It is then that the word of the oath appoints the 

Son: you are a priest forever, living in the power of that endless 

resurrection life. Acts 2 also ties the resurrection and the ascension of 

the Lord Jesus Christ firmly to Psalm 110, where Peter says it was not 

David who ascended into heaven, but he himself says, “THE LORD 

SAID TO MY LORD, SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I MAKE YOUR 

ENEMIES A FOOTSTOOL FOR YOUR FEET” (17). 

 

How do we who are in churches of God relate to the Lord Jesus as our 

glorious Great High Priest? The New Testament makes clear that it is 

as priests together in a functioning, holy priesthood, built together as 

living stones in a spiritual house for God (18). Upon His ascension, the 

Lord Jesus has taken His seat at the right hand of the throne of the 

Majesty in the heavens, ministering in the sanctuary (19) of which the 

tabernacle and temple Holy Place on earth were just models (20). He is 

there today, serving in the true, eternal, sanctuary not made with hands. 

 

The writer in Hebrews 8:3 says every high priest is appointed to offer 

gifts and sacrifices; so it is necessary that this high priest also have 

something to offer. The Lord Jesus offered one sacrifice for sins for all 

time (21) at Calvary – so the service and offering described in Hebrews 

8 is not to do with a repeated offering for sin. Then what is it? It may 

include the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips praising 

His name (22), spiritual sacrifices that are acceptable to God through 

Jesus Christ (23) – a priesthood offering through their Great High 

Priest. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps%20110&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb%207&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps%20110&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%202&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb%208%3A3&version=NASB
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This is our responsibility. The writer says elsewhere that since we are 

receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude by 

which we may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and 

awe (24). That’s for you and me, as we worship together! This High 

Priest – David’s Lord, Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ – must also have 

something to offer. 

 

We considered the appointment of Aaron and his sons as crucial to the 

functioning of the service of God’s house. In God’s spiritual house 

today, we have an analogue to this, but inestimably greater. The 

appointment of the Son of God Himself as Great High Priest forever 

enables the service of the house of God, so that we, brought together as 

a holy priesthood, and entering into the heavenly sanctuary (25), can 

draw near to God through Him to worship in spirit and truth (26). 

 

References: (1) Ex.40:1-11,16 (2) Ex.40:13,15 (3) Heb.5:2 (4) Heb.5:1  

(5) Heb.5:3-4 (6) Heb.5:5 (7) 2 Cor.8:9 (8) Phil.2:6 (9) Heb.5:6 

(10) Matt.22:41-45 (11) Rom.1:3 (12) Ps.110:1 (13) Ps.110:4  

(14) Gen.14:18 (15) Heb.7:28 (16) Heb.7:16 (17) Acts 2:34-35 

(18) 1 Pet.2:4-5 (19) Heb.8:1-2 (20) Heb.8:5 (21) Heb.10:12  

(22) Heb.13:15 (23) 1 Pet.2:5 (24) Heb.12:28 (25) Heb.6:19-20 

(26) Heb.10:19-22 

 

Bible references are from the NASB2020. 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ex.40%3A1-11%2C16%3B%20Ex.40%3A13%2C15%3B%20Heb.5%3A2%3B%20Heb.5%3A1%3B%20Heb.5%3A3-4%3B%20Heb.5%3A5%3B%202%20Cor.8%3A9%3B%20Phil.2%3A6%3B%20Heb.5%3A6%3B%20Matt.22%3A41-45%3B%20Rom.1%3A3%3B%20Ps.110%3A1%3B%20Ps.110%3A4%3B%20Gen.14%3A18%3B%20Heb.7%3A28%3B%20Heb.7%3A16%3B%20Acts%202%3A34-35%3B%201%20Pet.2%3A4-5%3B%20Heb.8%3A1-2%3B%20Heb.8%3A5%3B%20Heb.10%3A12%3B%20Heb.13%3A15%3B%201%20Pet.2%3A5%3B%20Heb.12%3A28%3B%20Heb.6%3A19-20%3B%20Heb.10%3A19-22&version=NASB
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      50 

HOW DO YOU SOLVE A PROBLEM LIKE A 
CAESAR? 
Martin Jones, Hamilton, Canada 
 

“A week is a long time in politics” is what former British Prime Minister 

Harold Wilson reportedly said. But, as I start to write, the past week 

might prove that not even time is immune to inflation! As soon as the 

47th President of the USA assumed office, there was a dizzying array 

of events and actions. Who knows what will be have been said or done, 

or at least threatened to be done, by the time you actually read this. I’m 

making reference to the presidential, but Ian Brown of Canada’s Globe 

& Mail newspaper has strikingly pointed out features of the imperial: 

 

• The virtual striking of two cryptocoins, one bearing the likeness 

of Trump and the other of his wife Melania. Of course, Julius 

Caesar was the first living Roman emperor to put his image on 

a coin, reminding everyone who was the boss. 

• The public (televised) signing of a large number of executive 

orders (decrees?) with the President displaying his signature, 

the emperor’s seal if you will, for all to see. 

• The celebration of election victory by attending the Ultimate 

Fighting Championship ‘smackdown’ at Madison Square 

Garden, drawing comparison with the shock and awe spectacle 

of the gladiators at the Colosseum. 

• The seeming thirst for new territory, a ‘51st state’, whether that 

be Canada, Greenland, Panama or now even Gaza by means 

ranging from the ‘incredible’ to the ‘tariffic’ (sic). 

 

Whether Brown’s characterization of a reign of ‘Donaldus Trumpus’ is 

simply the product of a fertile imagination might be explored in other 

magazines, but not this one! The more pressing question for servants of 

God is an ever-present - how should we react, how should we live, what 

should we say (and not say) under the shadow of a powerful leader? In 

our Bibles, we’ll find Joseph under Pharoah, Daniel under 

Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar and Darius, and Paul under Roman 

emperors. Millennia apart, they remind us wide adoption of democracy 

is relatively new. For most of history, most people have been under 

another form of less ‘collaborative’ government, but we won’t find an 

explicit scriptural mandate for anything other than a theocracy (direct 

rule by God).Whether a person at the top is a democrat or a dictator 

can’t alter the fact that God allowed them to be there and is the One 
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ultimately in charge. 

 

This is a point Paul makes repeatedly in Romans 13:1-7 - the authorities 

have been established by God, even the unspeakably wicked Nero of 

his day. As God’s servant he, like every ruler from Assad to Zedekiah, 

will be accountable to God – so we could answer this article’s title 

question by simply saying, “We don’t!” However, this heavenly origin 

and oversight elevates the office, even if an occupant’s modus operandi 

seems to be very different from the Divine’s. Accordingly, we’re 

usually expected to comply with our government’s requirements - no 

matter, for example, how punitive or unfair its taxation seems. 

Sometimes, it is tricky, even heart-rending, to decide if there’s an 

exception to ‘toeing the line’ – a recent example being when many 

authorities prohibited public assembly during COVID as a protective 

measure. To comply inevitably meant a temporary but troubling 

inability for believers to break bread together and obey the Lord’s 

command. 

 

However, if authorities do cross the line, what then? When we look at 

Daniel’s reaction to the ill-thought-out royal decree that forbade prayer, 

it’s significant that he didn’t do anything new; no protesting outside the 

palace, not even a grumbling session with his three friends. He wasn’t 

going to be distracted, dissuaded or deflected from his daily priority of 

prayer, even boldly keeping the window open as usual – the ancient 

equivalent of live-streaming! Of course, his prophetic insight was to 

unveil the bigger picture of how a seemingly all-powerful monarch 

could be divinely swept away in an instant in the future; nevertheless, 

just as Shadrach & co. chose the fiery furnace over fake fealty, Daniel 

would in the present accept the den of lions rather than a denial of his 

liberty to put God first. As it was for Daniel, the simple bottom line 

when there’s a fork in the road is this: We must obey God, rather than 

men (Acts 5:29 ESV). 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom.13%3A1-7&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%205%3A29&version=NASB
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Wisdom in Winning Souls: 
A HINDU PERSPECTIVE 
M. Chandrasekeran, Chennai, India 
 
[NT context: In these articles we hope to identify valuable lessons about 

bringing people of other faiths to Christ. To win them, we need to know 

the Gospel in its fullness and be aware of their potential concerns and 

we should learn and apply methods that address their specific needs. So 

this time M. Chandrasekaran responds to NT questions on Hinduism 

from his personal experience.] 

 

1. Please give us some background. My family were all Hindu. From 

childhood I had a fear of death. I was asking myself why we are born 

and die? When we die suddenly where would we go? If God is real, 

then why does He give birth and then cause death? I got no answers to 

my questions even though I visited a Hindu Temple (and a Roman 

Catholic Church, and a Mosque). Then I asked elderly people and I was 

informed that if there is a birth then there is a death as if it is an Income 

followed by an Expenditure. I was not satisfied with their answers. That 

is why I was seeking the true God. I asked myself how death came? I 

asked myself so many questions. While seeking the true God, I received 

a Christian tract with a nearby address – Assembly Hall, Bazullah Road 

(The Church of God meeting place). I heard many messages there and 

found all my questions were answered in the Bible [1]. Then I confessed 

my sins and accepted Lord Jesus Christ as my personal Saviour. He has 

given me eternal life. Hallelujah! 

 

2. What did you do when you visited a Temple? I worshipped non-

gods (idol worship) with reverence and put ashes on my forehead. 

 

3. What does a Hindu really believe? Briefly (because Hinduism is 

very complex), Hindus have 330 million gods; among them are only 

three primary gods which are Brahma (Creation), Shiva (Protection) 

and Vishnu (Destruction). Hindus have three ways to gain salvation: the 

way of knowledge, the way of good works and the way of devotion. But 

Jesus is the one Way [2]. They understand something different when we 

speak of the new birth for they anticipate a cycle of lives that they hope 

will eventually free them from sin. Hebrews 9:27 refutes reincarnation. 

Hindus also believe that if they immerse in rivers of Ganges, Yamuna, 

Cauvery and Godavari, and so on, their sins are forgiven. Further, they 

believe that as all rivers run into the sea, so all gods are equal. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb%209%3A27&version=NASB
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4. What topics would you cover when speaking to a Hindu? We 

should begin with God as the eternal Creator and Living God. We 

should not blame their gods rather emphasise our God as Paul did, 

saying: “Men of Athens, I perceive that in all things you are very 

religious ... Therefore, the One whom you worship without knowing, 

Him I proclaim to you”[3]. It can be adopted to approach Hindus. 

 

5. Which verses would you use in leading a Hindu to Christ? 

1 Tim.2:5,6: For there is one God and one Mediator between God and 

men, the Man Christ Jesus. 

1 Jn 5:20: Christ Jesus … is the true God and eternal life. 

Rom.3:23: For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

Rom.5:19: For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, 

so also by one Man’s obedience many will be made righteous. 

Rom.10:9: That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and 

believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will 

be saved. 

 

6. Any tips, do’s or don’ts for NT readers on reaching Hindus in 

the West? First, we should have common talk e.g., about families, 

showing interest in each other. We should know their mind, 

requirements and expectations. We can reply according to their 

circumstances. The bridge of friendship must be built first. We should 

not accuse them about their gods. First, we must hear what they are 

telling. Don’t argue with them. We should emphasise our true God. 

 

7. What questions might we ask in conversation? 1. Who created the 

world? 2. How did sin come into the world? 3. Who committed sins in 

the beginning? 4. Who has died and rose again on the third day? 5. Do 

you feel guilty about your sins? 6. Do you believe Jesus is only true 

God? 7. Do you believe if we confess our sins all our sins will be 

washed by the blood of Jesus Christ? 

 

References (from NKJV): [1] E.g., Rom.5:14-19; Rom.5:8; Heb.2:14-

15; 1 Cor.15:3-4; 21-22; Jn 3:16 [2] Jn 14:6 [3] Acts 17:23-31 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Tim.2%3A5-6&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Jn%205%3A20&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom%203%3A23&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom%205%3A19&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom%2010%3A9&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom.5%3A14-19%3B%20Rom.5%3A8%3B%20Heb.2%3A14-15%3B%201%20Cor.15%3A3-4%3B%2021-22%3B%20Jn%203%3A16%3B%20Jn%2014%3A6%3B%20Acts%2017%3A23-31&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom.5%3A14-19%3B%20Rom.5%3A8%3B%20Heb.2%3A14-15%3B%201%20Cor.15%3A3-4%3B%2021-22%3B%20Jn%203%3A16%3B%20Jn%2014%3A6%3B%20Acts%2017%3A23-31&version=NKJV
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The Supremacy of Christ 
GREATER THAN MOSES 
Ben Jones, Hamilton, Canada 
 

The book of Hebrews is a fascinating contrast to many of the other 

epistles in the New Testament. Compared with the emotive, almost 

breathless writings of Paul, the writer to the Hebrews (whether Paul or 

some other) presents a reasoned, logical discourse that (according to 

many scholars) is written in very eloquent and carefully composed 

Koine Greek. In Hebrews 3, the writer draws comparisons between 

Jesus and Moses which would have resonated profoundly with a Jewish 

audience. We see in the attitude of the Pharisees (1) that Moses was 

considered as worthy of highest respect and honour. The writer to the 

Hebrews, though, presents the argument of the supremacy of Jesus 

Christ - implicitly at first - so that by the time the writer reaches chapter 

3 the reader has no choice but to acknowledge the Christ as greater than 

Moses. 

 

Firstly, in Hebrews 1:1 the writer groups Moses in with the prophets 

that God used long ago, at many times and in many ways, thereafter 

contrasting these previous revelations with the revelation brought 

through the Son - with the latter revelation being final and complete 

since it comes in these last days. Further, the Son being the radiance of 

the glory of God (2) would surely remind the Jewish reader about Moses’ 

experience on Sinai, where he interceded for the Israelites and his face 

shone with the glory of God (3). However, Christ is not just radiating 

the glory of God, but He personifies it as the exact imprint of his nature 

(2). The writer spends the rest of Hebrews 1 establishing Jesus as the 

divine Son of God, greater than the prophets, greater even than the 

angels. 

 

The educated reader would also note the differences between the 

presentation of Jesus in Hebrews 1 and the origin of Moses as presented 

in Exodus. Where Moses was the son of a Levite couple, raised in the 

house of Pharaoh and, after many journeys and missteps found himself 

ascending Sinai into the very presence of God, Jesus, God the Son, is 

the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world (2). At 

the outset of the discourse, the writer does not directly contrast the two, 

but highlights the supremacy of Christ in all things. 

 

In chapter 2 the writer focuses on Jesus Christ, recognized now by the 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb%203&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb%201%3A1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb%201&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb%202&version=ESV
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reader as God the Son, as He descends to earth for the purpose of the 

work of salvation. How remarkable that He Himself … partook [of flesh 

and blood] … that through death He might destroy the one who has the 

power of death, that is, the devil (4). Christ is able to achieve what every 

man, Moses included, could not achieve: conquering death. The reader 

would be reminded that while Moses was strong and healthy at the end 

of his life (5), he still died, with no bodily resurrection to witness, in 

contrast to the victory achieved by Christ. Christ’s work of salvation 

from sin was greater far than salvation from Egypt, and His victory 

eternal. 

 

Reaching Hebrews 3, the writer mentions Moses and notes that he was 

faithful in all God’s house (6) - giving the great servant of God his due 

- but building on the exposition of chapters 1 and 2 also concludes that 

Jesus has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses (7) as the 

builder of the house and as the Son over God’s house. However, Moses’ 

accomplishments are not lessened but serve to highlight the supremacy 

of Christ (8) as types and examples of Christ’s accomplishments. 

 

In writing to his Jewish audience, the writer to the Hebrews 

acknowledges the work of God through the Jewish people in the past, 

embodied in the person of Moses as their champion and example. The 

writer also establishes the work of Christ as the culmination and 

fulfilment of what Moses began, thereby encouraging the reader that 

Christ is altogether worthy of their devotion. This theme resonates 

throughout the book of Hebrews, as the writer draws parallels between 

Jewish history and practice to demonstrate how this tradition and 

religion points forward to and highlights the supremacy of Jesus Christ. 

 

References: (1) Jn 9:28 (2) Heb.1:1-3 (3) Ex.34:29-30 (4) 

Heb.2:14NKJV  (5) Deut.34:7 (6) Heb.3:2 (7) Heb.3:3 (8) Heb.3:5 

 

Bible references from the ESV, unless otherwise stated. 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb%203&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jn%209%3A28%3B%20Heb.1%3A1-3%3B%20Ex.34%3A29-30%20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb.2%3A14&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb.2%3A14&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deut.34%3A7%3B%20Heb.3%3A2%3B%20Heb.3%3A3%3B%20Heb.3%3A5&version=ESV
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Honourable Women –  
Serving the Purposes of God 
ABIGAIL 
Craig Jones, Toronto, Canada 
 
Remember the old party game ‘What Am I?’? Have a think about these 

clues:  For her profit is better than the profit of silver and her gain 

better than fine gold. She is more precious than jewels; and nothing you 

desire compares with her. Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand 

are riches and honour. Her ways are pleasant ways and all her paths 

are peace. She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her, and happy 

are all who hold her fast. 

 

I’m sure you got it straightaway - the personified description of 

‘wisdom’ as given in Proverbs 3:14-18. It’s often observed that wisdom 

differs from knowledge in that the latter invariably concerns the 

accumulation of information, of learning, whilst the former is more to 

do with the application of knowledge gained. When we come to the 

subject of our article, Abigail, we can see that she’s someone who is a 

shining example of wisdom - heroically so! 

 

Her story is related in 1 Samuel 25. Sadly, she was married to a foolish 

man called Nabal - foolish by name and foolish by nature, as the story 

illustrates. David (of ‘David and Goliath’ fame) and his men had kindly 

and courteously provided a measure of security for Nabal’s shepherds, 

in a region and at a time where attacks from bandits were not 

uncommon. In return, they asked for some provisions from Nabal’s 

household - a perfectly reasonable request. Consistent with his name 

and nature, though, Nabal refused the request and insulted David into 

the bargain, which elicited a potentially deadly response from him and 

his men. 

 

It’s remarkably significant that one of Nabal’s household employees 

went directly to Abigail to alert her to the danger that they all faced as 

a result of Nabal’s foolish reaction. It’s testament to the respect that 

Abigail engendered in the household that the employees saw in her 

someone who would be able to do something about the peril they were 

facing. She was the ‘go to’ person for the task and she rose to it with 

heroic wisdom, especially so in a time and culture when women’s 

advice and input were not often sought in a ‘man’s world.’ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov.3%3A14-18&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Sam%2025&version=NASB1995
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Abigail quickly sprang into action and, through her wise preparations 

and her humble spirit before the advancing David, disaster for the 

household of Nabal was wondrously averted. Abigail demonstrated the 

admirable characteristics of decisiveness, resourcefulness, courage, 

selflessness and leadership - all of which flow from a wisdom that 

comes from the Lord, not from any earthly source. That’s why David 

was moved to declare Blessed be the LORD God of Israel, who sent you 

this day to meet me, and blessed be your discernment, and blessed be 

you, who have kept me this day from bloodshed and from avenging 

myself by my own hand (1 Sam.25:32-33). 

 

Godly, spiritual wisdom is something for us all to yearn for and aspire 

to, regardless of how well- educated we may or may not be. According 

to James, it’s as simple as asking for it (Jas.1:5)! It does, though, also 

require commitment on our part to acquiring this kind of godly wisdom 

that’s so valuable and necessary for us as disciples of the Lord. Its 

source is the Word of God and that’s where we will need to spend our 

time in order to acquire this wisdom, which James goes on to describe 

in this way: But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, 

gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without 

hypocrisy. And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace 

by those who make peace (Jas.3:17-18). 

 

There’s a lovely epilogue to Abigail’s story. David became so entranced 

by her that after Nabal’s death (as a judgement from the Lord), he took 

her to be his wife. Abigail is described in Scripture as being intelligent 

and beautiful in appearance (1 Sam.25:3), but surely David’s attraction 

was more than merely skin deep. He no doubt saw in her something of 

what Peter later described of wise, godly women in his day as seen in 

the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle 

and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God (1 Pet.3:4). We 

can all aspire to that as well - women and men alike - from the 

wonderful example of Abigail’s heroic wisdom. 

 

Bible references from the NASB95. 
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MISSION: THE PHILIPPINES 
Geralde Mag-usara, Tagum City, The Philippines 
 

I think there is nothing more effective in witnessing than when our 

words and works are consistent. Although works can’t help to save us 

from sin’s penalty, they are helpful when we witness about Christ to 

others (Jas.2:17). Late August 2024, I met a 67-year-old widow named 

Conchita Morano, a devout Catholic. After a month of hearing God’s 

Word in her house, and becoming convinced by what she saw, she began 

sitting behind to observe the Remembrance. She then decided to apply 

to be baptized and added to the church of God in Catalunan Grande 

(Davao). Two months later, along with Kevin Beal, we conducted a 

crusade in their place. She invited her 66-year old in-law named Nenita 

Lozada. Since then, Nenita began to observe the breaking of the bread, 

attending also our weekly cottage prayers, and even our monthly 

Conference. On January 3, 2025, she was baptized and numbered with 

us. When asked why she would like to be added in the church of God, 

I was surprised and amazed that her first answer was: “Because I saw a 

complete change in my in-law Conchita!” 

 

She explained that Conchita had been a well-known gambler in their 

place. Whenever she heard that someone had died in her neighbourhood, 

she would previously have been happy because it offered her an 

opportunity to attend the protracted funeral vigil with its associated 

gambling among the gathered relatives. (These ‘vigils’ or ‘wakes’ can 

last for 9 days). She had been caught many times by the police for her 

illegal vices. She also had a bad reputation of being a gossiper and so 

made lots of enemies. But since Conchita has been numbered in the 

church of God, she is a totally changed person. Her unbelieving friends 

still tempt her to gamble, but now she refuses. It is because of seeing 

how her life changed that our sister Nenita was attracted to serve the 

Lord with us. 

 

What’s more, before Nenita was added, I regularly visited her house, 

too, for Bible study. And every time I did this, her husband Bevilito and 

daughter Merynleah would hide themselves in their rooms. Often, when 

I encounter a scene like this, that’s the sign that they are not interested. 

However, I was wrong on this occasion. When I shared the word of God 

with Nenita, I didn’t realize that they were listening in their rooms and 

become convicted of their sins and interested in the teachings they heard. 

Every time I left, they would discuss among themselves saying: “That 

was a clear explanation.” One Sunday, I was surprised that Bevilito and 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jas%202%3A17&version=NASB1995
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Merynleah came to observe the Remembrance. After a month, they 

applied for fellowship and passed the interview. At the time of writing, 

they are to be baptized on February 1, and added to the church, God 

willing. 

 

One of the teachings that Bevilito was fully convinced about was our 

teaching that we who are in God’s Kingdom should not participate or 

vote during elections. And, like Conchita, he wants to change his life 

because he is convicted of most of the sins listed in 1 Corinthians 6:9,10. 

Merynleah has also shared the Good News with her partner Nicko (the 

son of Conchita) and he is preparing to apply for fellowship, alongside 

preparing the paperwork for the legalisation of marriage to his live-in 

partner. Now, Nenita and Bevilito in addition have 3 married children 

in Sasa (30 kms from where I live). They were so happy when they 

heard that their father no longer engaged in drinking vices and had 

stopped committing adultery. They can’t wait to witness their father 

being baptized this weekend. Last week, we visited them in Sasa for 2 

evenings and they are enthusiastic to hear God’s truth. 

 

Please help us pray for them that they may grow spiritually in God’s 

house and that yet more of their children may find their place in God’s 

house someday. Pray that all saints in churches of God may keep their 

light shining before men (Matt.5:16). Also pray for our outreach in 

Semong, near to Kapalong. 11 souls from this place are numbered in 

the Church of God at La Filipina (Tagum city). We conducted a crusade 

there during the last visit of David Woods. Gospel workers Jimmy 

Dagansina and Pablito Bendo, and I are working together in doing 

follow-up. A dozen show interest. We keep doing weekly group Bible 

study in the place among these people. We trust the Lord for His 

guidance in the work at Semong. 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Cor.6%3A9-10&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt%205%3A16&version=NASB1995
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FROM THE EDITORS’ DESK 
Issue 3 – 2025 
 
As we look out on our world, listening, reading and scanning its news, 

and then look through the lens of God’s Word, the unchanging 

Scriptures of truth, we cannot help but conclude that we are living in 

the late days of the last days. We are not surprised then by what was 

written 2000 years ago about the last days, the days after the first advent 

of the Lord Jesus Christ into this world: there will be terrible times (1). 

Among other characteristics, people will be lovers of themselves, 

boastful, abusive, brutal, without self-control, conceited, lovers of 

pleasure rather than lovers of God (2). Paul tells Timothy to have 

nothing to do with such people, who are never able to come to a 

knowledge of the truth, being of depraved minds (3). 

 

In this issue, we who are living in such an evil and corrupt world but, at 

the same time, spiritually alive in a kingdom that is not of this world (4), 

will be learning more of how we can know what God’s will and desire 

is for us as disciples of Jesus Christ and how to live that out in a world 

that lies in the evil one (5). We must exercise ourselves in the godly 

discipline of simplicity and live counter to the self-centred, self-

obsessed, and power-seeking culture as subjects of the King eternal in 

His Kingdom. 

 

Isn’t it wonderful that we have been given all that we need to live such 

a godly life in this dark world (6)? For in these same last days God has 

spoken to us by His Son (7) and has shown us in His beautiful sinless 

life as a man in this world how we should live, placing a true value on 

the unseen, spiritual and eternal things. The invisible God has revealed 

Himself fully in His Son and we serve the supreme One, the One who 

has been given all authority in heaven and on earth (8). 

 

We enjoy, and learn from, our continuing consideration of those 

honourable women who have served the purposes of God in their day 

and we rejoice with those in many parts of this world who have been 

brought from the deep darkness of false religions and faiths into the 

kingdom of the Son of God’s love (9).  
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And there’s much more for you to feed on and be nourished by in this 

issue. So, find a quiet place, shutting out the loud voices of the world, 

and with your Bible enjoy what our writers have been led by the Spirit 

to write for you. 

Lindsay 

 

(1) 2 Tim.3:1 (2) 2 Tim.3:2-4 (3) 2 Tim.3:5,7,8 (4) Jn 18:36  

(5) 1 Jn 5:19 (6) 2 Pet.1:3,4 (7) Heb.1:2 (8) Matt.28:18 (9) Col.1:13 

 

Bible references are from the NIV. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Tim.3%3A1%3B%202%20Tim.3%3A2-4%3B%202%20Tim.3%3A5%2C7-8%3B%20Jn%2018%3A36%3B%201%20Jn%205%3A19%3B%202%20Pet.1%3A3-4%3B%20Heb.1%3A2%3B%20Matt.28%3A18%3B%20Col.1%3A13&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Tim.3%3A1%3B%202%20Tim.3%3A2-4%3B%202%20Tim.3%3A5%2C7-8%3B%20Jn%2018%3A36%3B%201%20Jn%205%3A19%3B%202%20Pet.1%3A3-4%3B%20Heb.1%3A2%3B%20Matt.28%3A18%3B%20Col.1%3A13&version=NIV
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Moses, My Servant 
PROPHET 
Phil Allen, Cardiff, Wales 
 

Today a “prophet” is often referred to as someone who foretells the 

future. However, in the Bible prophets are those who spoke on God’s 

behalf, though that often involved foretelling the future. Moses is one 

of the greatest figures recorded in the Bible and even today is revered 

by both Jews and Christians. The book of Deuteronomy records that 

there has not arisen in Israel a prophet like Moses, whom the Lord knew 

face to face (1). Moses is a wonderful example of leadership, humility 

and faith, serving as a channel for God's will and acting as a shepherd 

to the Israelites. His prophetic journey offers many lessons and spiritual 

insights, making him a subject of lasting significance. 

 

Moses was rescued from the Nile by Pharaoh's daughter and raised in 

the Egyptian court where he experienced a life of privilege and 

education. In defending a Hebrew slave, he killed an Egyptian 

taskmaster and fled to Midian to escape Pharaoh's wrath. After years in 

relative obscurity living as a shepherd, Moses received his divine 

calling. The encounter at the burning bush (2) begins Moses' 

transformation from a runaway fugitive to prophet. There, God’s voice 

called Moses to return to Egypt and lead the Israelites out of slavery 

into freedom. Despite his initial doubts and feelings of weakness, 

Moses accepted the call, resting on God's promise of support and the 

assurance that "I AM" had sent him. 

 

Moses returned to Egypt to tell the Israelites what God was going to do 

for them and to demand that Pharaoh release His people. When Pharaoh 

refused this request, there followed a series of plagues that 

demonstrated God’s power and judgment and which resulted in the 

institution of the Passover and the death of the firstborn throughout the 

land of Egypt. It was Moses who communicated God’s word in all of 

these events. Covered by the blood of sacrificial lambs, the firstborn of 

Israel who obeyed the word were spared from that awful final plague 

and Pharaoh finally agreed to the Israelites being set free (3). The 

Passover casts a long shadow forward to the first coming of the Lord 

Jesus and his redemptive work on the Cross. 

 

The crossing of the Red Sea (4) stands as a testament to Moses' 

leadership and God's miraculous intervention. This event not only 
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secured their escape but also cemented Moses' role as God's chosen 

leader. Moses' prophetic role is clearly seen when, at Mount Sinai, he 

received the Law from God. This is a key event in the history of Israel, 

as the Ten Commandments, inscribed on stone tablets, provided a moral 

and ethical foundation for the people, and were intended to enable them 

to become a covenant people, a holy nation, under God (5). 

 

His intercession on behalf of the people, especially after the incident of 

the golden calf, demonstrates his deep concern for their well-being and 

also his close relationship with God (6). After the exodus from Egypt, 

Moses spoke to the people of Israel and told them that they should look 

for another prophet to come who, like him, would redeem God’s people 

from bondage and captivity (7). The Lord Jesus is the ultimate 

fulfilment of this prophecy (8). Although the Lord Jesus is like Moses 

in many ways, He is also greater than Moses (9). The Lord Jesus led 

His people through a greater exodus, not from mere physical slavery in 

Egypt, but rather out of eternal bondage to sin and death. This is why 

the Lord Jesus is said to be the mediator of a new and better covenant 

(10). He is God’s final and definitive word to His people: In these last 

days he has spoken to us by his Son (11). For the law was given through 

Moses; but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ (12). 

 

In conclusion, Moses is remembered not only for his role in delivering 

the Israelites from slavery in Egypt but also as one who, acting on God’s 

instructions, established the Law, led God’s people to freedom and who 

by faith foresaw the coming of the Lord Jesus. He is described as a man 

who spoke with God face to face, as one speaks to a friend (13). He sets 

a standard for our relationship with God that should inspire us today. 

 

(1) Deut.34:10 (2) Ex.3 (3) Ex.12:32 (4) Ex.14 (5) Ex.19-20 (6) Ex.32 

(7) Deut.18:15 (8) Acts 3:19–23 (9) Heb.3:1–6 (10) Heb.8:6  

(11) Heb.1:2 NIV (12) Jn 1:17; (13) Ex.33:11 NIV 

 

Bible references are from the NKJV. 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deut.34%3A10%3B%20Ex.3%3B%20Ex.12%3A32%3B%20Ex.14%3B%20Ex.19-20%3B%20Ex.32%3B%20Deut.18%3A15%3B%20Acts%203%3A19%E2%80%9323%3B%20Heb.3%3A1%E2%80%936%3B%20Heb.8%3A6%20&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deut.34%3A10%3B%20Ex.3%3B%20Ex.12%3A32%3B%20Ex.14%3B%20Ex.19-20%3B%20Ex.32%3B%20Deut.18%3A15%3B%20Acts%203%3A19%E2%80%9323%3B%20Heb.3%3A1%E2%80%936%3B%20Heb.8%3A6%20&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb%201%3A2&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jn%201%3A17&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ex%2033%3A11&version=NIV
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The Teaching of Jesus in Parables 
THE TREASURE AND THE PEARL 
Tom Palmer, Cardiff, Wales 
 

I’m sure I’m not alone in being unable to walk past a skip without 

having a quick look to see what’s inside. Of course, skips are usually 

filled with rubbish, but “one man’s trash is another man’s treasure” and, 

who knows, there might be - in amongst all the muck - something of 

value. I once spotted a few lengths of old picture rail in a neighbour’s 

skip, which was just what I needed to complete a home repair. The 

neighbour was very happy for me to take the rail and insisted that I give 

no payment, despite inadvertently saving me the cost of purchasing new 

bespoke rail. “One man’s trash …” 

 

In Matthew 13:44-46, we read two parables about men who encounter 

treasure. While these parables emphasise the incomparable worth of 

God’s kingdom, they also offer profound insight into what should be 

the all- surpassing desire on our part in continually seeking it (see 

Matt.6:33). In verse 44, a man (possibly a farmer – I will refer to him 

as such for ease of reference) stumbles upon hidden treasure in a field. 

In ancient times, it was common for people to bury valuables in fields 

as a way of safeguarding them from theft or war. The idea of stumbling 

upon a hidden treasure would have resonated with Jesus's audience, as 

it was a plausible scenario in their agrarian society. The farmer joyfully 

sold all he had so that he could buy the field and acquire the treasure. 

 

In verses 45-46, we meet the merchant in search of fine pearls. In the 

ancient Near East, pearls were among the most prized possessions, 

often considered more valuable than gold. They were rare and difficult 

to obtain, as they required skilled divers to retrieve them from the 

depths of the sea. The merchant’s diligent search was not in vain as he 

came across the one pearl of great price and sold all he had so that he 

could buy the pearl. 

 

It is interesting to contrast the farmer who stumbles upon the treasure 

with the merchant who seeks out the pearl intentionally. This speaks to 

us of how people can initially encounter the kingdom of God both 

seemingly unintentionally or by diligently searching for it. Regardless 

of what led up to their encounter, the response of both men is the same: 

they sell all their possessions to secure their enjoyment of the treasure. 

But what should our ongoing response to encountering the kingdom of 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt%2013%3A44-46&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt%206%3A33&version=NIV
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God? Jesus tells us in Mark 1:14-15 – The kingdom of God has come 

near. Repent and believe the good news! Our initial encounter with the 

kingdom of God must elicit repentance and belief. The reaction of the 

farmer and the merchant must teach us something about what true 

repentance and belief should go on to produce. 

 

The parables of the hidden treasure and the pearl show a contrasting 

attitude to that of the rich young man in Mark 10:17–22 who 

approached Jesus, asking what he must do to inherit eternal life. Jesus 

first pointed him to the commandments, which the young man claimed 

he had kept since his youth. Jesus then lovingly told him there was one 

thing he lacked: he should sell all his possessions, give the proceeds to 

the poor, and follow Him. Saddened by this command, the man walked 

away, unwilling to part with his wealth. 

 

Jesus then taught that entrance to the kingdom (described as ‘of heaven’ 

and ‘of God’, Matt.19:23-24) is not possible on the basis of attempted 

law-keeping or extreme meritorious acts. God’s grace alone, ultimately, 

makes possible entrance into his kingdom. 

 

The farmer and the merchant both believed in the incomparable worth 

of what they had found, leading them to act decisively and joyfully sell 

everything (repent from their old lives) to secure it. Ultimately, our 

response to the Gospel once we have believed through grace should 

mirror the bold commitment of the farmer and merchant, not reflecting 

in an ongoing way any of the hesitation typical of the rich young man. 

Through the lens of these parables, we see what wholehearted response 

on our part to God-given repentance and belief truly look like. 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mk%201%3A14-15&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mk%2010%3A17-22&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt%2019%3A23-24&version=NIV
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Understanding the Will of God –  
Your Will be Done 
HIS PREFERENTIAL WILL 
Fred Ntido, Surelere, Nigeria 
 

As we continue to walk daintily through this lavish corridor of the will 

of God, we are reminded of the infinite goodness of the divine 

orchestrator (1). It does not matter which hand we are dealt or the side 

of His multifaceted will that envelopes our gaze or lives; we are assured 

it is still suffused with the sweetness of His presence: “Ill that God 

blesses is our good, And unblest good is ill; And all is right that seems 

most wrong, If Lord, it be Thy will” (2). 

 

We must remember that the preferential or dispositional will of God (i.e. 

that which He desires to happen but that does not necessarily happen) 

is not a case of ‘willy-nilly,’ or ‘que sera, sera.’ Rather, it is a mellowing 

display of self-restrained omnipotence. It provides a peek into the 

glorious vista of the workings of an Almighty God to whom belongs all 

power (3), but who yet expresses His desire as if constrained to act (4). 

Of a truth, “God everywhere hath sway, And all things serve His might; 

His every act pure blessing is, His path unsullied light” (5). It is in the 

dual context of the captivating reality of an omnipotent God who, yet, 

in the immenseness of His benevolence offers opportunity to mankind 

to do that which He otherwise can compel them to do or not do (6), that 

we delve into our discourse. 

 

The omniscient and omnipotent God 

In considering God’s preferential will, there is an exhilarating 

intersection between God’s omniscience and omnipotence. The all-

knowing God is never blindsided by any terrestrial or celestial incident. 

The prophet Isaiah conflates these two incredible truths thus: I am God, 

and there is none like Me. Declaring the end from the beginning, and 

from ancient times things that are not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel 

shall stand, and I will do all My pleasure’ (7). The all-knowing God is 

equally the all-powerful God, majestic, imperial and irresistible. The 

Psalmist exults in this truth: But our God is in heaven; He does 

whatever He pleases (8). 

 

God’s counsellors 

God’s preferential will is the aggregation or confluence of all that He 

desires to happen or not happen. It is the outworking of that which gives 
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Him boundless pleasure or inspires infinite pain (9). It is not a mystery 

to Him what the outcome will be, whether pleasure or pain. It is with us 

that the veil sits, but yet we are called to seek His gracious intervention 

in the outcome. The high point of this, however, is who knows the mind 

of God or what the outcome of any concerted intercession, supplication 

or prayer will be? The great apostle Paul aptly contextualizes it: Oh, the 

depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How 

unsearchable are His judgements and His ways past finding out! For 

who has known the mind of the LORD? Or who has become His 

counsellor? (10). 

 

It is curious that in this matter of God’s preferential will, some self-

styled men and women of God have worn the toga of His counsellor. 

They presume to have received sacred insights into what God’s eventual 

disposition will be and ascribe to themselves the power to decree and 

declare in the affairs of men. God’s words to Job are apt in this regard: 

Who is this who darkens counsel, by words without knowledge? (11). It 

is an intrinsic part of God’s nature to always do right. In the exercise of 

His preferential will, He generously affords opportunity to mankind to 

repent, to do that which is right, fair and just. The prophet Micah 

expounds this theme: He has shown you, O man, what is good: and 

what does the LORD require of you: but to do justly, to love mercy, and 

to walk humbly with our God? (13). 

 

The prism of God’s desires 

How do you describe the desires of the One whom Moses described 

as: … glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders? (14) or 

the One of whom Habakkuk said: You are of purer eyes than to behold 

evil, And cannot look on wickedness (15). The prophet Ezekiel weighs 

in on God’s expressed desire thus: Say to them, “As I live”, says the 

Lord GOD, “I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the 

wicked turn from his way and live.” Turn, turn from your evil ways! 

(16). Perhaps Jeremiah, in his inspired missive to the seemingly forlorn 

captives, presents the capstone of divine desires for the ages: “For I 

know the thoughts that I think toward you,” says the LORD, “thoughts 

of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope” (17). 

 

The Jonah syndrome 

It is sad that often those called by God presume to know His ways, so 

much so as to determine what they do with His instructions and 

commandments. Jonah was resolute in his conviction that God was an 

utterly merciful God and elected to not go to Nineveh to warn the people 
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about God’s preferential will that they forego their sinful ways in order 

to avert certain doom. Jonah’s reply signposts a real conundrum in 

considering God’s preferential will: But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, 

and he became angry. So he prayed to the LORD, and said, “Ah, LORD, 

was not this what I said when I was still in my country? Therefore I fled 

to Tarshish; for I know that You are a gracious and merciful God, slow 

to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, One who relents from doing 

harm” (18). Just as Jonah had no right to presume how God would act, 

likewise we are to trust in God’s justice and righteousness in the matter 

of the outworking of His preferential will. 

 

What shall we say then? 

Modern man still persists in his feverish pursuit of unravelling the 

unknown. For him there are no bars and the word secret is undesirable. 

But the Bible says: The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but 

those things which are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, 

that we may do all the words of this law (19). In the voyage of 

understanding God’s dispositional will, we are invited graciously to 

participate in a process of faith and trust: “The very dimness of my sight 

makes me secure; For, groping in my misty way, I feel His hand, I hear 

Him say, ‘My help is sure’” (20). 

 

In the light of God’s preferential will, we are invited to a life of 

persistent prayer of all kinds (21). For our very finiteness and dimness 

of sight casts us upon the mercies of God who desires that which 

conforms with His innate attribute - love. We are exhorted to engage in 

systematic and consistent evangelism as we go out to sow the seed: 

Preach the Gospel, in season and out of season (22). Confirmed in the 

knowledge that we do not know what lies in store for us in our daily 

lives, so poignantly captured by the hymn writer: “I know not what of 

good or ill, May be reserved for me, Of weary ways or golden days, 

Before His face I see” (23) we press on daily in seeking God’s guidance 

for our lives and those of others. 

 

References: (1) Ps.107:1 (2) PHSS 184 (3) Ps.62:11 (4) Jer.32:27 (5) 

PHSS 167 (6) Lk.1:37; Jer.32:27 (7) Isa.46:9-10 (8) Ps.105:3 (9) 1 

Tim.2:4; Ezek.18:23; 33:11 (10) Rom.11:33-34 (11) Job 38:2 (12) 

Gen.18:25-26 (13) Mic.6:8 (14) Ex.15:11 (15) Hab.1:13 (16) 

Ezek.33:11 (17) Jer.28:11 (18) Jon.4:1-2 (19) Deut.29:29 (20) PHSS 

190 (21) Eph.6:18 (22) 1 Tim.4:2; Matt.13:3-9 (23) PHSS 326 

 

Bible references are from the NKJV. 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps.107%3A1%3B%20Ps.62%3A11%3B%20Jer.32%3A27%3B%20Lk.1%3A37%3B%20Jer.32%3A27%3B%20Isa.46%3A9-10%3B%20Ps.105%3A3%3B%201%20Tim.2%3A4%3B%20Ezek.18%3A23%3B%2033%3A11%3B%20Rom.11%3A33-34%3B%20Job%2038%3A2%3B%20Gen.18%3A25-26%3B%20Mic.6%3A8%3B%20Ex.15%3A11%3B%20Hab.1%3A13%3B%20Ezek.33%3A11%3B%20Jer.28%3A11%3B%20Jon.4%3A1-2%3B%20Deut.29%3A29%3B%20Eph.6%3A18%3B%201%20Tim.4%3A2%3B%20Matt.13%3A3-9%20%20&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps.107%3A1%3B%20Ps.62%3A11%3B%20Jer.32%3A27%3B%20Lk.1%3A37%3B%20Jer.32%3A27%3B%20Isa.46%3A9-10%3B%20Ps.105%3A3%3B%201%20Tim.2%3A4%3B%20Ezek.18%3A23%3B%2033%3A11%3B%20Rom.11%3A33-34%3B%20Job%2038%3A2%3B%20Gen.18%3A25-26%3B%20Mic.6%3A8%3B%20Ex.15%3A11%3B%20Hab.1%3A13%3B%20Ezek.33%3A11%3B%20Jer.28%3A11%3B%20Jon.4%3A1-2%3B%20Deut.29%3A29%3B%20Eph.6%3A18%3B%201%20Tim.4%3A2%3B%20Matt.13%3A3-9%20%20&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps.107%3A1%3B%20Ps.62%3A11%3B%20Jer.32%3A27%3B%20Lk.1%3A37%3B%20Jer.32%3A27%3B%20Isa.46%3A9-10%3B%20Ps.105%3A3%3B%201%20Tim.2%3A4%3B%20Ezek.18%3A23%3B%2033%3A11%3B%20Rom.11%3A33-34%3B%20Job%2038%3A2%3B%20Gen.18%3A25-26%3B%20Mic.6%3A8%3B%20Ex.15%3A11%3B%20Hab.1%3A13%3B%20Ezek.33%3A11%3B%20Jer.28%3A11%3B%20Jon.4%3A1-2%3B%20Deut.29%3A29%3B%20Eph.6%3A18%3B%201%20Tim.4%3A2%3B%20Matt.13%3A3-9%20%20&version=NKJV
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Christlikeness 
COMPASSIONATE AND MERCIFUL 
Lennie Shaw, Swindon, England 
 

The Lord was anointed by a sinful woman (Lk.7:36-50). We don’t know 

her name. We’re not told what she’s done, even though we have a fair 

idea. We’re just told that she was a sinner who was known in the city to 

live the kind of life that wasn’t talked about in polite society. Simon the 

Pharisee looked at this woman and inwardly recoiled. He would never 

allow such a person to touch him. How could this so-called “prophet” 

not realise what type of person this was? How had she even gained 

entrance into Simon’s house? What would people think? 

 

The Lord Jesus, however, then does an incredibly compassionate and 

merciful thing. Not only does He allow her to touch Him, something a 

pious Pharisee would never allow, but He also elevates her to a position 

that nobody else would. That nobody else could. And it would be 

recorded about her for all time in our Bibles. He alone could have 

justifiably condemned her for the life she had lived, the mistakes she 

had made, but He didn’t. Think how vulnerable she must have felt in 

that house, of all houses. How brave she was to even go there, aware of 

the judging stares and cruel whispers, yet pouring herself out before the 

Lord, forgetting herself and her own dignity, only caring about 

honouring Him. 

 

How gracious the Lord Jesus was in that instance, not shaming her, not 

demanding that she leave, not telling her to stop touching Him or 

placing her in some lower tier of society. Instead, He noticed her. You 

might think, “Of course He did, she’s crying at His feet” - but He knows 

the reason she’s crying. He sees her heart and it’s full of love for Him, 

and full of remorse for how far short of Him she has fallen. She is then 

gently lifted up as an example of someone who loved much by the Lord 

in front of them all, shaming the wise and self-righteous and 

demonstrating that it is in fact love and self-sacrifice that count to Him, 

not “holier-than-thou-ism.” 

 

Simon was interested in his own understanding of righteousness, but 

only to the point that it benefitted him and lifted him above others in 

the eyes of the religious elite. What he was about to find out is that it’s 

the Lord Jesus Himself who lifts people up. He did it for her, and He’s 

been doing it for others ever since. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lk%207%3A36-50&version=NKJV
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The Lord said that she loved much (v.47) - what a tribute to her in terms 

of how she responded to Him. We know so little about her, but this is 

really all we need to know. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a 

broken and a contrite heart—These, O God, You will not despise 

(Ps.51:17). 

 

The compassion and mercy of Christ provokes a reaction. It stirs up 

love from the unlovable. In the eyes of some, certainly Simon it seems, 

unlovable was exactly what this lady was but the Lord saw her through 

a different lens. He saw someone worth loving, worth giving His life 

for. “Your sins are forgiven … Your faith has saved you. Go in peace” 

(vv.48,50). 

 

How do you think she walked out of that house? If she crept in quietly, 

sheepishly to start with, she must have left with her heart bursting with 

joy. 

 

“His Mercy is More” 

“Praise the Lord, His mercy is more, 

Stronger than darkness, new every morn, 

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more ... 

He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor, 

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more ... 

We stood ‘neath a debt we could never afford, 

Our sins they are many His mercy is more” 

(Matt Papa) 

 

No matter what we may have done in life, no matter our mistakes, or 

where we may have let Him down, when we come with a broken and 

contrite heart, His mercy, His compassion are always more. And just 

don’t we want to be like Jesus, as we put to death those characteristics 

that belong to our earthly nature and clothe ourselves with compassion, 

kindness, humility, gentleness and patience (Col.3:8-9,12-17). 

 

Bible references are from the NKJV. 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps%2051%3A17&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Col.3%3A8-9%2C12-17&version=NKJV
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The Lesser Practised Disciplines of Godliness 
SIMPLICITY 
Ira Williamson, Trinidad, USA 
 
“Simple isn’t easy.” More than just a comparison of the meaning of 

these two words, this common expression tells us something about 

simplicity; it requires work. God commanded Adam to tend the garden 

(1); Solomon examined all avenues of life, finding that the best thing 

under the sun is to eat, drink, and enjoy the fruit of the labour of your 

hands (2). Work is a necessity for a simple, contented life. 

 

From the very beginning, the enemy has challenged the goodness that 

God designed for us (3). The simple sufficiency that God intended for 

our contentment has been tested by the great deceiver with the hidden 

statement: “you need (or deserve) more.” That seeking for more has 

continued through every generation and each individual. Perhaps this 

discontent has driven our lives, knowledge, calendars, and possessions 

to become increasingly complex generation after generation. I 

wondered recently, “Would I be satisfied with Eden?” What about 

God’s promises concerning the Millennial reign of Christ? Like Micah 

4:4 (NIV), everyone will sit under their own vine. I’m sure we jump to 

say “Yes!” but it is a challenging meditation. With mounting stress and 

increasing mental health crises, it’s important to re-examine our lives, 

goals, plans, and possessions, ensuring they are renewed by the Spirit 

and not conformed to the pattern of the world. The ruler of this world 

is a great deceiver and his pattern is tempting and easy, but it simply 

doesn’t lead to life. 

 

Peter tells us God has already given all things that pertain to life and 

godliness (4). Jesus commands us not to prioritize food, clothing or 

housing above the kingdom of God – in fact He says don’t even worry 

about them (5)! Our days would be simplified considerably if we really 

believed and practised His words. So, part of this discipline is found in 

taking God at His word and doing it. Being simple in our faith and 

obedience will impact our priorities; changing our view of possessions; 

enabling contentment as we are and willingness to follow God’s 

direction; taking every opportunity we have to serve God, not forsaking 

the gathering together (6), being ready for every good work (7), and 

loving our neighbour as ourselves (8). 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mic%204%3A4&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mic%204%3A4&version=NIV
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Simplicity is not just about our possessions, our busy calendars and our 

modern, complicated world - it is about our willingness to subject these 

things to God so that when He leads us to let go of something or some 

event or whatever else, our response is simple: “Yes, Lord.” The rich 

young ruler thought the King of kings couldn’t understand the 

complexity of his situation - he had much riches! Perhaps he thought, 

“Jesus, it can’t be that simple.” He went away sorrowing; surely the 

defining attribute of a life walking away from obedience to the Lord. 

He went away feeling the weight of his own complicated life, not 

knowing that the Good Shepherd, the giver of abundant life, was 

watching with love as he left. What a difference it would have made if 

that young man had turned back to take the easy yoke and light burden 

of the Master (9) in exchange for the self-made weight and sorrow of 

his many possessions. 

 

John the Baptist is a Biblical example of a complex character whose life 

consisted of simple things. His limited wardrobe, diet, and 

accommodation allowed him to focus on God’s clear call in his life. 

Jesus said of him, “I say to you, among those born of women there has 

arisen no one greater than John the Baptist” (10). Others, like Job or 

Abraham, had lives of abundance and yet very simple faith. Abraham 

trusted God, looking up to him instead of down to the well-watered 

plain. When Lot was in need, Abraham defeated the four enemy kings. 

Even here he keeps his life simple and uncluttered by declining the 

messy gifts the king of Sodom offered. When Job loses everything, he 

proclaims: “The LORD gives, and the LORD takes away. Blessed be the 

name of the LORD” (11). Faith in God and obedience to Him were far 

more valuable than any possessions. 

 

Simplicity is found in submitting our all to Him. If we work as unto the 

Lord, trust in Him more than our self or our money, prioritize His 

commands above our pleasure, and allow time for His guidance we 

might find ourselves in Paul’s company: I have learned in whatever 

situation I am to be content (12). This attitude is learned! Then we will 

also know the blessing godliness with contentment is great gain (13). 

Go through your life, your things, your thoughts, your daily schedule 

and calendar and ask yourself, “What would Jesus say?” “Get rid of it” 

like he said to the rich young man, or, as he did to Mary, you have 

chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away ... (14). What I have 

complicated in many words, Jesus said simply in Matthew 6. Read that 

and live a simple life. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt%206&version=NIV
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References: (1) Gen.2:15 (2) Eccles.3:13, 5:18-20 (3) Gen.3:1-5,14 

(4) 2 Pet.1:3 (5) Matt.6:25-34 (6) Heb.10:25 (7) Tit.3:1 (8) 

Mk.12:30,31  

(9) Matt.11:28-30 (10) Matt.11:11 (11) Job 1:21 CSB (12) Phil.4:11 

(13) 1 Tim.6:6 (14) Lk.10:42 NIV 

 

Bible references are from the ESV, except otherwise stated. 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Gen.2%3A15%3B%20Ecc.3%3A13%3B%20Ecc.5%3A18-20%3B%20Gen.3%3A1-5%2C14%3B%202%20Pet.1%3A3%3B%20Matt.6%3A25-34%3B%20Heb.10%3A25%3B%20Tit.3%3A1%3B%20Mk.12%3A30-31%3B%20Matt.11%3A28-30%3B%20Matt.11%3A11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Gen.2%3A15%3B%20Ecc.3%3A13%3B%20Ecc.5%3A18-20%3B%20Gen.3%3A1-5%2C14%3B%202%20Pet.1%3A3%3B%20Matt.6%3A25-34%3B%20Heb.10%3A25%3B%20Tit.3%3A1%3B%20Mk.12%3A30-31%3B%20Matt.11%3A28-30%3B%20Matt.11%3A11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Gen.2%3A15%3B%20Ecc.3%3A13%3B%20Ecc.5%3A18-20%3B%20Gen.3%3A1-5%2C14%3B%202%20Pet.1%3A3%3B%20Matt.6%3A25-34%3B%20Heb.10%3A25%3B%20Tit.3%3A1%3B%20Mk.12%3A30-31%3B%20Matt.11%3A28-30%3B%20Matt.11%3A11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Gen.2%3A15%3B%20Ecc.3%3A13%3B%20Ecc.5%3A18-20%3B%20Gen.3%3A1-5%2C14%3B%202%20Pet.1%3A3%3B%20Matt.6%3A25-34%3B%20Heb.10%3A25%3B%20Tit.3%3A1%3B%20Mk.12%3A30-31%3B%20Matt.11%3A28-30%3B%20Matt.11%3A11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%201%3A21&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Phil.4%3A11%3B%201%20Tim.6%3A6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Phil.4%3A11%3B%201%20Tim.6%3A6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lk%2010%3A42&version=NIV
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Countercultural 
LIFELONG COMMITMENT VS. INSTANT 
GRATIFICATION 
Tony Jones, Aberkenfig, Wales 
 

Many in developed countries would say there’s nothing to dislike about 

the speedy fulfilment to satisfy their desires in various avenues. These 

include fast food deliveries, entertainment at the press of a button 

through online equipment, goods delivered on the day ordered through 

Amazon, etc. Leaving aside the pressure this generates in some sectors 

on those supplying the goods, such as late hours being worked to fulfil 

the promised same-day delivery, we should be aware that such 

immediate gratification has attendant issues. Less than 100 years ago 

many people saved up in order to procure their furniture, for example, 

spurning any thought of ‘buy now, pay later.’ The satisfaction in 

achieving their goal was palpable, in stark contrast to the devastating 

debt many find themselves drawn into these days. 

 

Wasn’t it ever so, though, with immediate gratification? The Garden of 

Eden discussion between the adversary and Eve opened the floodgates, 

for Eve could not resist that desire offered to her on a plate or, in reality, 

a tree. Among other Old Testament examples are Esau’s expensive ‘fast 

food’ incident – one he only appreciated the cost of later (1), and 

David’s wandering eye on Bathsheba’s evening ablutions, that brought 

sad consequences, including losing three sons (2). 

 

A glance at our ‘developed’ societies reveals the headlong rush to self-

indulgence in key areas of life. Vital reciprocal relationships, such as a 

marriage, break down regularly when one of the couple feels they are 

not getting what they desire from their bond, even whilst disregarding 

their own responsibilities. Moral principles can be held at a low value 

which allows satisfaction to be attainable in numerous spheres. Loyalty 

is a distant stranger in so many ways. 

 

Such gratification is an insidious assault on the high principles of our 

God, of which the disciple should be aware. It’s helpful to revisit our 

commitment made to the Lord at our baptism, acknowledging that we 

have died to sin and live a new life (3). We made a lifelong vow on that 

day to the Lord, in front of witnesses, thus taking care to daily recognise 

that we should be alive to God in Christ Jesus (3). The adversary is on 

the prowl to devour. 
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It’s possible for us to have a fear of missing out (4) as others in our 

society look for fulfilment in temporary pleasures. We can counter such 

emotions by considering what we could miss out on in eternity if we 

pursue the profane now. Demas, once Paul’s valued travelling 

companion, fell foul to what this world was offering him; indeed, Paul 

told Timothy that he loved the present world when notifying him of his 

lack of companionship (5). This is a stark warning for us, whatever 

stage we may be at in our journey homewards. True believers can get 

derailed (6). Perhaps Demas found service for his Lord too challenging 

compared to the ease available in Thessalonica (home?), forsaking Paul 

in his hour of need. The apostle John writes of cravings, lusts and 

boasting that the dedicated disciple will avoid, looking to do the will of 

God through life (7). 

 

Of course, we have fine examples in scripture to encourage our lifelong 

commitment. Paul tells us that even Christ did not please himself (8). 

He always did what the Father had given him to accomplish (9), whilst 

rejecting any such feelings, opportunities or temptations to the contrary, 

taking the insults that were aimed at his Father upon himself and going 

about doing good (10). Joseph, more than once, avoided the disaster of 

immediate gratification– fleeing from Potiphar’s wife’s evil advances 

(11) and rejecting the satisfaction of revenge on his brothers as they 

bowed to his authority in Egypt. His acknowledgement of God’s hand 

in his sufferings underlines his never faltering commitment (12). Joshua, 

after 110 years, was committed to serve the Lord. The inclination of 

Joshua’s heart reached out to include his household (13). May the Spirit 

help us to ensure our heart’s inclination is to have our minds renewed 

daily, so we are not caught up in the patterns of this world (14). 

 

References: (1) Gen.25:34; Heb.12:17 (2) 2 Sam.12:18, 13:32, 18:33  

(3) Rom.6:2,4,11 (4) FOMO - Fear of Missing Out (5) 2 Tim.4:10  

(6) See 1 Cor.10:12 (7) See 1 Jn 2:15-17 (8) Rom.15:2-3 (9) Jn 8:29 

(10) Acts 10:38 (11) Gen.39:12 (12) Gen.45:5 (13) Josh.24:15,29  

(14) Rom.12:2 

 

Bible references are from the NIV. 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Gen.25%3A34%3B%20Heb.12%3A17%3B%202%20Sam.12%3A18%3B%2013%3A32%3B%2018%3A33%3B%20Rom.6%3A2%2C4%2C11%20&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Gen.25%3A34%3B%20Heb.12%3A17%3B%202%20Sam.12%3A18%3B%2013%3A32%3B%2018%3A33%3B%20Rom.6%3A2%2C4%2C11%20&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Tim.4%3A10%3B%201%20Cor.10%3A12%3B%201%20Jn%202%3A15-17%3B%20Rom.15%3A2-3%3B%20Jn%208%3A29%3B%20Acts%2010%3A38%3B%20Gen.39%3A12%3B%20Gen.45%3A5%3B%20Josh.24%3A15%2C29%3B%20Rom.12%3A2&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Tim.4%3A10%3B%201%20Cor.10%3A12%3B%201%20Jn%202%3A15-17%3B%20Rom.15%3A2-3%3B%20Jn%208%3A29%3B%20Acts%2010%3A38%3B%20Gen.39%3A12%3B%20Gen.45%3A5%3B%20Josh.24%3A15%2C29%3B%20Rom.12%3A2&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Tim.4%3A10%3B%201%20Cor.10%3A12%3B%201%20Jn%202%3A15-17%3B%20Rom.15%3A2-3%3B%20Jn%208%3A29%3B%20Acts%2010%3A38%3B%20Gen.39%3A12%3B%20Gen.45%3A5%3B%20Josh.24%3A15%2C29%3B%20Rom.12%3A2&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Tim.4%3A10%3B%201%20Cor.10%3A12%3B%201%20Jn%202%3A15-17%3B%20Rom.15%3A2-3%3B%20Jn%208%3A29%3B%20Acts%2010%3A38%3B%20Gen.39%3A12%3B%20Gen.45%3A5%3B%20Josh.24%3A15%2C29%3B%20Rom.12%3A2&version=NIV
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God’s Spiritual House – Christ & Us 
KING AND SUBJECTS 
Phil Brennan, Buxton, England 
 

In the Scriptures, the role of king is found to be linked to that of a 

shepherd with his flock (1). The authority of governance was to be 

exercised in righteousness and justice, and as a shepherd cares for the 

flock in protection, providence, and guidance. The exercise of power in 

a domineering oppressive manner is the antithesis of the LORD‘s rule 

over Israel (2), and of Christ’s teaching (3). 

 

The sovereignty of God ruling as King is broad and all-encompassing. 

Scripture reveals that He is King over all creation (4), and that His rule 

includes an eternal plan for nature and history (5). Given that nothing 

can prevent Him from accomplishing His purpose, our reasonable 

response ought to be one of submission and obedience (6). But this is 

not mere subservience. The King is wise, loving and gracious and our 

response to His absolute rule is reciprocal love; to love Him with all our 

heart, with all our soul, and with all our strength (7). 

 

The concept of kingly rule in association with God’s chosen people is 

included in the LORD’s pronouncement as Israel encamped before 

Sinai and is seen there to be contingent upon their obedience to the 

voice of God (8). Some four hundred years later, Israel wantonly desired 

to be like other nations in having a king to reign over them and to fight 

their battles. The LORD told Samuel that this amounted to their 

rejection of the LORD as their King (9). Nevertheless, He had before 

spoken of it through Moses, and allowed it to occur (10). His provision 

of David and the covenant He made with him were all part of the divine 

plan concerning the Lord Jesus being the Christ, the King of the Jews 

(11). 

 

The Lord Jesus was born “King of the Jews” but was ultimately rejected 

by Israel as a nation, resulting in the kingdom of God being taken from 

them and given to those who bore the fruit of obedience to Christ (12). 

With the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, the ‘new’ kingdom was 

established (13). In relation to the church the Body, Christ is Head over 

the body (14), and to those who willingly subject themselves to His rule, 

He is King over the kingdom of God (15). 
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King of Righteousness; King of Peace 

Hebrews 7 sets out the superiority of Christ’s priestly work as being of 

the order of Melchizedek. Under the Old Covenant, the role of priest 

and king were never combined, but under the new Covenant our Great 

High Priest is also our King. Referring to the record of Melchizedek 

meeting Abraham “returning from the slaughter of the kings”, the writer 

points out the meaning of the name Melchizedek as being King of 

Righteousness, and his designation in Genesis 14 as King of Salem 

(Peace). 

 

Our King is also our righteousness (16) and our peace (17). 

Righteousness and peace are characteristic of His kingdom (18). Its 

subjects have not only been qualified to belong to such a kingdom (19), 

but they have been made able to exhibit these same qualities of 

righteousness and peace in daily living (20). 

 

Our King of righteousness laid down His life for us: taking our sin, His 

righteousness has been imputed to us (21). Taking away the cause of 

our enmity with God He has made peace through the blood of His cross 

(22). Is there any greater incentive to live for Him who loved us and 

gave Himself for us? 

 

Speaking a word for the King 

There is an arresting challenge we might carefully lift from the narrative 

in 2 Samuel 19 concerning the return of David to Jerusalem following 

the overthrow of Absalom’s rebellion. Absalom had been defeated and 

supporters of David were beginning to ask of others, “Why do you say 

nothing about bringing back the king?” (23). We live in a day of 

widespread rejection of the claims of Christ; of apostacy and 

carelessness in things concerning the King, and He is still given the 

outside place. Then should we not speak the more of bringing back the 

king, and urge others to do the same? 

 

The shout of a King is among them 

Numbers 23-24 record the words of Balaam, hired by Balak to curse the 

People of God. The LORD overruled the plan of the king of Moab and 

caused the intended curses of Balaam to be pronouncements of blessing. 

Among other things, Balaam declared in Numbers 23:21, “The LORD 

their God is with them, and the shout of a king is among them” (ESV). 

The oracles of Balaam give God’s perspective as He looked over His 

people, but is it not a wonderful and joyful thing when even those who 

are against us are caused to observe that there is the evidence of divine 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb%207&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Gen%2014&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Sam%2019&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Num%2023%2C24&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Num%2023%3A21&version=ESV
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rule among us? 

 

The response of Israel’s leaders to Pilate’s question, “Shall I crucify 

your King?” was, “We have no king but Caesar” (24). It was a far cry 

from Isaiah’s prophecy of the song of the Remnant of Judah who will 

sing in a coming day, O LORD our God, other lords besides you have 

ruled over us, but your name alone we bring to remembrance (25). How 

might that song be reflected in our lives today? 

 

Surely it will be seen in unconditional allegiance to the Lord, no matter 

the cost. Peter and the apostles said, We must obey God rather than men. 

The faithful discharging of duty toward secular governmental authority 

is itself subject to faithful adherence to the commands of our King (26). 

 

One King: A United Kingdom 

Ezekiel 37:15-28 describes the future millennial kingdom, when Christ 

will reign from Jerusalem, and the tribes of Israel will be united as one 

kingdom. The Kingdom of God was always to be a united kingdom, not 

a divided or disjointed scattered people over whom there was no 

evidence of corporate rule. In a remarkable bringing together of the 

covenants made with Abraham, with David, and the New Covenant, 

God promised the scattered tribes of Israel that He would regather them, 

and that they would have one king who would “shepherd” them. 

Notably, Paul quotes from Ezekiel 37 in writing to the church of God in 

Corinth (27) and applies the same perspective to the people of God 

today. Both Ezekiel and Paul underline the importance of holiness 

within the kingdom, and of the ensuing happiness. The present 

experience of a people dwelling in the sanctuary of God, experiencing 

the richness of new covenant blessing, is dependent on responding to 

the rule of the King. 

 

Friend of the King 

Our King is not remote, unknown, communicating indirectly through 

intermediaries, but He walks with us, is intimately known by us, and 

speaks to us through His word. And He calls us His friends. The only 

proper reciprocal response is that we live as friends of the King, 

willingly carrying out His commands (28). 1 Chronicles 4 records the 

names of craftsmen whose work appears to have been specially 

commissioned by the king. Whatever the precise meaning of the text, 

we find our place in the kingdom of God today as the place where we 

dwell with the king for his work (29). 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezek%2037%3A15-28&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Chron%204&version=NKJV
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Yet have I seen him live,  

And owned my friend, a king: 

All that he came to give He gave:  

And I, who sing His praise,  

Bring all I have to bring (30) 

 

References; (1) e.g. Ps.78:70-72 (2) Ps.121 (3) Matt.20:25,26 (4) 

Ps.95:3-5 (5) Eph.1:11b (6) Dan.4:17,34-36 (7) Deut.6:5 (8) Ex.19:5,6 

(9) 1 Sam.8:7 (10) Deut.17:14 (11) Gen.49:10; Matt.2:1,2; Rev.5:5 

(12) Matt.21:43; Lk.12:32 (13) Acts 1:3-8 (14) Col.1:18 

(15) Jn 18:36,37 (16) 1 Cor.1:30 (17) Eph.2:14 (18) Rom.14:17  

(19) Col.1:12-14 (20) 2 Tim.2:22; Col.3:15 (21) 2 Cor.5:21 

(22) Col.1:20 (23) 2 Sam.19:10 (24) Jn 19:15 (25) Isa.26:13 ESV (26) 

Acts 4:19; 5:29; see also Dan.6:5 (27) 2 Cor.6:16  

(28) Jn 15:14,15 (29) 1 Chron.4:23 (30) from the poems of Lionel 

Pigot Johnson  

 

Bible references are from the NKJV, unless otherwise stated. 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps.78%3A70-72%3B%20Ps.121%3B%20Matt.20%3A25-26%3B%20Ps.95%3A3-5%3B%20Eph.1%3A11%3B%20Dan.4%3A17%2C34-36%3B%20Deut.6%3A5%3B%20Ex.19%3A5-6%3B%201%20Sam.8%3A7%3B%20Deut.17%3A14%3B%20Gen.49%3A10%3B%20Matt.2%3A1-2%3B%20Rev.5%3A5%3B%20Matt.21%3A43%3B%20Lk.12%3A32%3B%20Acts%201%3A3-8%3B%20Col.1%3A18%3B%20Jn%2018%3A36%2C37%3B%201%20Cor.1%3A30%3B%20Eph.2%3A14%3B%20Rom.14%3A17%3B%20Col.1%3A12-14%3B%202%20Tim.2%3A22%3B%20Col.3%3A15%3B%202%20Cor.5%3A21%3B%20Col.1%3A20%3B%202%20Sam.19%3A10%3B%20Jn%2019%3A15&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps.78%3A70-72%3B%20Ps.121%3B%20Matt.20%3A25-26%3B%20Ps.95%3A3-5%3B%20Eph.1%3A11%3B%20Dan.4%3A17%2C34-36%3B%20Deut.6%3A5%3B%20Ex.19%3A5-6%3B%201%20Sam.8%3A7%3B%20Deut.17%3A14%3B%20Gen.49%3A10%3B%20Matt.2%3A1-2%3B%20Rev.5%3A5%3B%20Matt.21%3A43%3B%20Lk.12%3A32%3B%20Acts%201%3A3-8%3B%20Col.1%3A18%3B%20Jn%2018%3A36%2C37%3B%201%20Cor.1%3A30%3B%20Eph.2%3A14%3B%20Rom.14%3A17%3B%20Col.1%3A12-14%3B%202%20Tim.2%3A22%3B%20Col.3%3A15%3B%202%20Cor.5%3A21%3B%20Col.1%3A20%3B%202%20Sam.19%3A10%3B%20Jn%2019%3A15&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps.78%3A70-72%3B%20Ps.121%3B%20Matt.20%3A25-26%3B%20Ps.95%3A3-5%3B%20Eph.1%3A11%3B%20Dan.4%3A17%2C34-36%3B%20Deut.6%3A5%3B%20Ex.19%3A5-6%3B%201%20Sam.8%3A7%3B%20Deut.17%3A14%3B%20Gen.49%3A10%3B%20Matt.2%3A1-2%3B%20Rev.5%3A5%3B%20Matt.21%3A43%3B%20Lk.12%3A32%3B%20Acts%201%3A3-8%3B%20Col.1%3A18%3B%20Jn%2018%3A36%2C37%3B%201%20Cor.1%3A30%3B%20Eph.2%3A14%3B%20Rom.14%3A17%3B%20Col.1%3A12-14%3B%202%20Tim.2%3A22%3B%20Col.3%3A15%3B%202%20Cor.5%3A21%3B%20Col.1%3A20%3B%202%20Sam.19%3A10%3B%20Jn%2019%3A15&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps.78%3A70-72%3B%20Ps.121%3B%20Matt.20%3A25-26%3B%20Ps.95%3A3-5%3B%20Eph.1%3A11%3B%20Dan.4%3A17%2C34-36%3B%20Deut.6%3A5%3B%20Ex.19%3A5-6%3B%201%20Sam.8%3A7%3B%20Deut.17%3A14%3B%20Gen.49%3A10%3B%20Matt.2%3A1-2%3B%20Rev.5%3A5%3B%20Matt.21%3A43%3B%20Lk.12%3A32%3B%20Acts%201%3A3-8%3B%20Col.1%3A18%3B%20Jn%2018%3A36%2C37%3B%201%20Cor.1%3A30%3B%20Eph.2%3A14%3B%20Rom.14%3A17%3B%20Col.1%3A12-14%3B%202%20Tim.2%3A22%3B%20Col.3%3A15%3B%202%20Cor.5%3A21%3B%20Col.1%3A20%3B%202%20Sam.19%3A10%3B%20Jn%2019%3A15&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps.78%3A70-72%3B%20Ps.121%3B%20Matt.20%3A25-26%3B%20Ps.95%3A3-5%3B%20Eph.1%3A11%3B%20Dan.4%3A17%2C34-36%3B%20Deut.6%3A5%3B%20Ex.19%3A5-6%3B%201%20Sam.8%3A7%3B%20Deut.17%3A14%3B%20Gen.49%3A10%3B%20Matt.2%3A1-2%3B%20Rev.5%3A5%3B%20Matt.21%3A43%3B%20Lk.12%3A32%3B%20Acts%201%3A3-8%3B%20Col.1%3A18%3B%20Jn%2018%3A36%2C37%3B%201%20Cor.1%3A30%3B%20Eph.2%3A14%3B%20Rom.14%3A17%3B%20Col.1%3A12-14%3B%202%20Tim.2%3A22%3B%20Col.3%3A15%3B%202%20Cor.5%3A21%3B%20Col.1%3A20%3B%202%20Sam.19%3A10%3B%20Jn%2019%3A15&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps.78%3A70-72%3B%20Ps.121%3B%20Matt.20%3A25-26%3B%20Ps.95%3A3-5%3B%20Eph.1%3A11%3B%20Dan.4%3A17%2C34-36%3B%20Deut.6%3A5%3B%20Ex.19%3A5-6%3B%201%20Sam.8%3A7%3B%20Deut.17%3A14%3B%20Gen.49%3A10%3B%20Matt.2%3A1-2%3B%20Rev.5%3A5%3B%20Matt.21%3A43%3B%20Lk.12%3A32%3B%20Acts%201%3A3-8%3B%20Col.1%3A18%3B%20Jn%2018%3A36%2C37%3B%201%20Cor.1%3A30%3B%20Eph.2%3A14%3B%20Rom.14%3A17%3B%20Col.1%3A12-14%3B%202%20Tim.2%3A22%3B%20Col.3%3A15%3B%202%20Cor.5%3A21%3B%20Col.1%3A20%3B%202%20Sam.19%3A10%3B%20Jn%2019%3A15&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Col.3%3A15%3B%202%20Cor.5%3A21%3B%20Col.1%3A20%3B%202%20Sam.19%3A10%3B%20Jn%2019%3A15&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Col.3%3A15%3B%202%20Cor.5%3A21%3B%20Col.1%3A20%3B%202%20Sam.19%3A10%3B%20Jn%2019%3A15&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isa%2026%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%204%3A19%3B%205%3A29%3B%20Dan.6%3A5%3B%202%20Cor.6%3A16%3B%20Jn%2015%3A14-15%3B%201%20Chron.4%3A23&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%204%3A19%3B%205%3A29%3B%20Dan.6%3A5%3B%202%20Cor.6%3A16%3B%20Jn%2015%3A14-15%3B%201%20Chron.4%3A23&version=NKJV
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AFFLICTING THE COMFORTABLE 
Martin Jones, Hamilton, Canada 
 

What word sums up the first months of the Trump presidency? 

Confrontational? Contentious? Controversial? How about a word 

described as the cancer of time (1), the companion of ignorance (2), the 

surest enemy of freedom (3), the number one thing leaders should fear 

(4), as being bred by familiarity (5) and a continuous struggle that we 

all have to fight (6)? That word is complacency. It now seems long ago 

that investors bid up stock prices to record levels, Canada expected to 

freely sell most of its output to a friendly southern neighbour, and other 

NATO countries believed the USA would continue to do the heavy 

lifting to defend them. Now they recognize, inevitably too late, that 

contentment was actually complacency – after all, it’s a state of mind 

that exists only in retrospective (7). What was happily thought to be a 

routine turned out to be a rut. 

 

Complacency is a state of self-satisfaction accompanied by a lack of 

motivation for change or improvement. It’s pervasive in the Bible – 

both Jesus and Peter compared its presence before the flood with 

complacency about His future return to the earth (8). Both counter 

belief that the status quo will never change (possibly underpinned by 

believing that they either shouldn’t change or couldn’t change). The 

challenge is that complacency doesn’t charge at you, it creeps up on you. 

The same is true of the common New Testament metaphor of sleep. 

How could the disciples keep falling asleep in Gethsemane? They’d 

certainly been wide-awake in the Galilee storm while Jesus slept 

soundly (due to a sense of control, not complacency). Were they 

complacent – not so much about a latent external threat, but about their 

role in serving their Master when needed most? 

 

While Peter once had to be woken by an angel, we don’t see Paul 

sleeping in the New Testament; even in prison he sang at midnight. At 

Troas, he preached ‘on and on’ till the same hour and might have kept 

going if Eutychus hadn’t fallen asleep before falling (9). He wanted to 

make the most of a final opportunity. Yes, Paul laboured and toiled … 

often … without sleep (10) – no complacency here! While Gamaliel 

seemed passive (11), Paul dragged even the female believers off to 

prison (12)! But his natural inclinations were to be consecrated; he 

could later say, I strenuously contend with all the energy Christ so 

powerfully works in me (13). 
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This leads on to 7 things to help combat personal and collective 

complacency: 

 

1. Conviction 

Being gripped by something cancels complacency. Are we gripped by 

the Gospel, by God’s House? ‘Once you have tasted conviction, you 

can’t bear to keep swallowing complacency’ (14). Conviction needs to 

translate into ... 

 

2. Culture 

One author talks about creating a ‘systematically embedded culture of 

holy urgency’ (15), aligning with Martin Luther King’s declaration that 

‘tomorrow is today’; building culture takes … 

 

3. Courage 

it’s easy to be complacent about complacency! But ‘it takes courage to 

speak up against complacency … while others remain silent. But that's 

what leadership is …’ (16). Courage may result in … 

 

4. Candidness 

There’s value in (appropriately) expressing ‘sanctified discontent’ to 

each other and to God, as does this author: ‘We are the mediocre, we 

are the half givers, we are the half lovers, we are the savourless salt. 

Break the hard crust of complacency. Quicken in us the sharp grace of 

desire’ (17). To avoid simply being complaining, candidness must 

cohabit with … 

 

5. Curiosity 

Not only does it ‘kill the cat’ as the saying goes, it kills complacency 

too! Self-satisfied stagnation can stem from settling for the status quo 

instead of searching for something superior. Curiosity needs … 

 

6. Creativity 

To find ways to bridge the gap between the now and the not yet. 

Creativity can come from a counter- intuitive catalyst … 

 

7. Calamity 

‘Suffering is a privilege. It moves us toward thinking of essential 

things and shakes us out of complacency. Calamity cracks you open, 

moves you to change your ways’ (18). 
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Yes, I think that’s a suitably jarring way to conclude an article on 

complacency! 

 

References; (1) Goss (2) Schechter (3) Angier (4) Maxwell (5) Warren 

(6) Nicklaus (7) Nabokov (8) Matt.24:37-39; Matt.25:1-13; 2 Pet.3:3-7  

(9) Acts 20:7-12 (10) 2 Cor.11:27 (11) Acts 5:33-40 (12) Acts 8:3  

(13) Col.1:29 (14) Voskamp (15) Hirsch (16) Moss Kanter  

(17) Houselander (18) Iyer 

 

Bible references are from the NIV. 

 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt.24%3A37-39%3B%20Matt.25%3A1-13%3B%202%20Pet.3%3A3-7%3B%20Acts%2020%3A7-12%3B%202%20Cor.11%3A27%3B%20Acts%205%3A33-40%3B%20Acts%208%3A3%3B%20Col.1%3A29%20&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt.24%3A37-39%3B%20Matt.25%3A1-13%3B%202%20Pet.3%3A3-7%3B%20Acts%2020%3A7-12%3B%202%20Cor.11%3A27%3B%20Acts%205%3A33-40%3B%20Acts%208%3A3%3B%20Col.1%3A29%20&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt.24%3A37-39%3B%20Matt.25%3A1-13%3B%202%20Pet.3%3A3-7%3B%20Acts%2020%3A7-12%3B%202%20Cor.11%3A27%3B%20Acts%205%3A33-40%3B%20Acts%208%3A3%3B%20Col.1%3A29%20&version=NIV
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Wisdom in Winning Souls: 
A BUDDHIST PERSPECTIVE 
 

This article is based on input from a leader of a church that includes 

many who were Buddhists before they accepted the Lord Jesus as their 

Saviour. Their experiences, related below, may provide useful insights 

for any of us who are seeking to help people from a Buddhist 

background. For some the path was difficult because they had little 

opportunity to understand what Christianity involved. Some simply had 

accepted the faith of their ancestors. Their past beliefs that were 

challenged by the Gospel included: 

• “Christians worship the living God, not images made by 

humans.” 

• “Christianity depends on the death of Jesus, but Buddhism 

depends on merit earned in life.” 

• “Life now for a Buddhist determines their future, but belief 

in Jesus brings assurance of the future now.” 

• “Buddhists are taught not to lie. But nobody can fulfill 

Buddhism’s ‘salvation by good works,’ which must 

therefore be a lie.” 

 

So what brought confidence to accept what was being explained in the 

Gospel? 

• “Listening to a message from Isaiah 44 about idols being 

worthless led to salvation.” 

• “Hearing that belief in Jesus means not going to hell.” 

• “After realising idol worship had no value, an item offered 

on an altar was thrown away. This caused fear to rise, but 

through Deuteronomy 6:10, there was assurance God 

would bring people safely through to where he planned.” 

 

A major feature in coming to salvation was the aspect of prayer. They 

reported: 

• “Personal prayers being answered before being saved, 

which was very influential.” 

• “Difficulty in life by a child’s early years were prayed 

about and God answered. It was appreciated only God can 

do that.” 

• “Many Buddhists don’t even know what they are praying 

in their religious prayers as they worship the image. They 

gain no protection from danger and difficulties.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isa%2044&version=ESV
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Christians must be respectful towards those of different backgrounds 

and beliefs. So, in considering how to avoid offending a Buddhist when 

seeking to bring the gospel message to them, the following points were 

made: 

• “saying they are a sinner, the image they worship is 

meaningless, and hell awaits those who don’t trust in Jesus.” 

• “Emphasizing the goodness of God can upset Buddhists; 

verses like ‘God will supply all your need’ (Phil.4:19) are 

perceived as intended to buy their allegiance.” 

 

It was suggested the following scriptures are appropriate to use in 

conversing with a Buddhist: John 3:16, Matthew 11:28, Romans 3:10, 

John 14:1, John 14:6. 
 

The people providing the above feedback were also asked how their 

faith has been strengthened since becoming a Christian. Their responses 

included: 

• “Reading the word of God. The word of God taught us 

about the past, present and future, and the work of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, the God who is incarnate … we have learned 

much about the uniqueness and power of God. So we dare 

not ignore and reject such a great God. Buddha commands 

good work, but our God is leading us for our good. He is 

the one who is working at all times.” 

• “Prayers are answered, so confidence in God is deep in the 

heart, like tree roots.” This was echoed by someone else 

who said: “God always responds to prayer, and answered 

my prayers (regarding a sick child, who recovered 

amazingly).” 

• “All things that are written in the Scripture are true. And 

God is the God who answers our prayers if we are asking 

according to His will. When I converted to Christianity 

from Buddhism my relatives and friends were offended, 

but by the grace of Lord Jesus Christ my father agreed with 

me!” 

 

Buddhism is a very complicated religion, and it is followed by millions. 

It has different segments (mainly geographical) with differing beliefs. 

It is what is called a syncretistic religion, which may teach that you 

don’t have to give up your Christianity (or other religion) to be a 

Buddhist. Although it includes veneration of beings represented by 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Phil%204%3A19&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%203%3A16%3B%20Matthew%2011%3A28%3B%20Romans%203%3A10%3B%20John%2014%3A1%3B%20Jn%2014%3A6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%203%3A16%3B%20Matthew%2011%3A28%3B%20Romans%203%3A10%3B%20John%2014%3A1%3B%20Jn%2014%3A6&version=ESV
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images, it has no clear teaching about who God is, or even that God 

exists. Rather a Buddhist is taught to pursue “enlightenment” and to live 

a life that meets the four understandings of Buddhism regarding the 

source of suffering and how to conquer it. It is a religion that relies 

heavily on present good deeds to merit rebirth into a better future after 

death. 

 

Obviously, much more could be written on this complicated subject, but 

what is presented above is intended to show that wise and loving 

presentation of the Gospel to people from a Buddhist background has 

resulted in winning people for Christ, and helping them in discipleship. 
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The Supremacy of Christ 
GREATER THAN AARON 
Steve Seddon, Manchester, England 
 

He [God] is not a man like me that I might answer him… If only there 

were someone to arbitrate between us, to lay his hand upon us both, 

someone to remove God’s rod from me, so that his terror would frighten 

me no more. Then I would speak up without fear of him, but as it now 

stands with me, I cannot (1). 

 

We often find Job vocalising inner feelings of the human soul. Although 

likely a contemporary of Abraham (Melchizedek too), Job’s knowledge 

of priests and their services is uncertain; however, I suggest we could 

paraphrase his appeal to ‘appoint for me a priest!’ Job’s desire for a 

wholesome relationship with his maker included the recognition that 

such was the gulf between them he needed someone who could stand 

in that breach to ‘arbitrate between us.’ 

 

‘Arbitrate’ (NIV) brings with it the thought of a reciprocal or two-way 

engagement: one through whom God reaches out to people to extend 

His mercy, grace and blessing, while at the same time represents them 

before God in pleading their cause (2) - including the presentation of 

sacrifices as expressions of repentance for sin, as well as tokens of 

appreciation and worship (3). 

 

God’s appointment of Aaron a thousand or so years later addressed that 

need – albeit in the context of His chosen people Israel. Although 

crucial for the maintenance of the holiness of God’s people, Aaron’s 

service was limited in scope and extent. The writer of the Hebrews 

epistle encourages Jewish converts to let go of allegiances to the 

Aaronic order – explaining that they were intended only to provide a 

shadow of the glories of our Great High Priest, the Lord Jesus Himself. 

Hebrews provides many glorious distinctions that celebrate the 

greatness of our Great High Priest. Here we whet our appetite with a 

few of them: 

 

Ours is a High Priest who has passed through the heavens (4) – the 

emptying of Himself in His incarnation (descension), and His 

triumphant exaltation to the highest place (ascension) after His 

resurrection (5). The Lord Jesus serves us today in heaven (6); what’s 

more, He provides access for us individually and collectively to 
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confidently draw near and enter into the presence of God, availing 

ourselves of His grace and help (7) and extolling His greatness in 

worship (8). In contrast, despite the splendour of the tabernacle, Aaron’s 

scope of service was entirely earth- bound. 

 

Several times in Hebrews (including a quotation from Psalm 110 (9)) 

the Lord Jesus’ priesthood is stated as being in the order of Melchizedek 

(10) – distinctive from that of Aaron on many levels including: 

 

1. Melchizedek was a king – with authority to rule, a sovereign who 

exercises the power associated with that authority. The Lord Jesus is 

King of kings! 

2. He was priest of God Most High – qualified to serve, selected from 

among men and appointed to represent them in matters related to God. 

The Lord Jesus became the Son of Man, immersing Himself in human 

experience in order that He may qualify as one able to deal 

empathetically with our weaknesses (11). 

3. Characterised by righteousness – Melchizedek means ‘king of 

righteousness.’ 

4. Characterised by peace - king of Salem means ‘king of peace.’ Thus 

a priest in the order of Melchizedek brings with it a beautiful blend of 

sovereign rule, humble servitude, righteousness and peace. The sons of 

Korah sang (12):  

 

Show us your unfailing love, LORD, and grant us your salvation...he 

promises peace to His people, His faithful servants…Surely His 

salvation is near those who fear him, that his glory may dwell in our 

land. Love and faithfulness meet together; righteousness and peace kiss 

each other. Faithfulness springs forth from the earth, and righteousness 

looks down from heaven. 

 

A picture of the Lord Jesus in His glorious capacity as our faithful High 

Priest; only a priest with flawless credentials (righteousness) could 

bring about peace between a holy God and fallen people - unfailing love 

in action. 

 

5. Constant and unchangeable – a priest on the basis of the power of an 

indestructible life (13). Melchizedek was, figuratively, without father 

or mother, without genealogy, without beginning of days or end of life 

(14) – an allusion to the permanence of the Lord Jesus’ priestly service. 

He is eternal, without predecessor or successor! 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps%20110&version=ESV
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Much more could and should be said about the supremacy of the Lord 

Jesus as our Great High Priest, but space will not allow it here. It is for 

us to explore further these truths and embrace the practical implications 

for us today – for now, we celebrate our Great High Priest who is able 

to save completely those who come to God through him, because He 

always lives to intercede for them. Such a high priest meets our need –  

one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above 

the heavens (15). 

 

References (1) Job 9:32-35 NIV 1984 (2) 1 Jn 2:1 (3) Heb.5:1 (4) 

Heb.4:14 NKJV (5) Phil.2:5-11 (6) Heb.9:24 (7) Heb.4:16 (8) 

Heb.10:19-22  (9) Ps.110:4 (10) Heb.7:1-2 (11) Heb.5:2 (12) 

Ps.85:7-13 (13) Heb.7:16 (14) Heb.7:3 (15) Heb.7:25-26 

 

Bible references are from the NIV, except where stated. 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Jn%202%3A1%3B%20Heb.5%3A1%20&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb.4%3A14&version=NKJV
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Phil.2%3A5-11%3B%20Heb.9%3A24%3B%20Heb.4%3A16%3B%20Heb.10%3A19-22%3B%20Ps.110%3A4%3B%20Heb.7%3A1-2%3B%20Heb.5%3A2%3B%20Ps.85%3A7-13%3B%20Heb.7%3A16%3B%20Heb.7%3A3%3B%20Heb.7%3A25-26&version=NIVUK
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Honourable Women –  
Serving the Purposes of God 
MARY, THE MOTHER OF JESUS 
Richard Hutchinson, Vancouver, Canada 
 
Of all the women in the Bible, Mary, the mother of Jesus, is the most 

venerated. Being the chosen vessel for the incarnation of God's own 

Son perhaps made that inevitable, and yet we don't really get a lot of 

time with Mary on the pages of scripture. What small glimpses we find, 

though, paint the picture of a faithful, righteous woman and a humble 

and worshipful servant. 

 

She was told by Gabriel that she had found favour with God (1) and, of 

all the young women in Israel, she would bear His Son. We're not told 

why she found favour, but we can draw from it that she was a young 

woman with a righteous character, whose home would be a fitting 

environment for the Holy One of God. Mary certainly was a woman of 

faith. She meekly accepted the news Gabriel brought her with quiet 

wonder, saying simply, Behold, I am the servant of the Lord. Let it be 

to me according to your word (2). Compare this with Sarah’s (3) and 

Zechariah's (4) reaction to news of miraculous births in their future. 

Such submission to God's will in the immediacy of such bewildering 

news is a remarkable demonstration of the power of her trust in Him. 

 

We get perhaps our best glimpse into Mary's character when she visits 

Elizabeth. Her near-relative honoured Mary’s faith with a blessing for 

the one who believed there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to 

her by the Lord (5). In response, Mary delivers the Magnificat, so-called 

because her response to recognition of her elevated place among all 

women is to say, My soul magnifies the Lord (6). The child still in 

Elizabeth's womb would later say of Jesus, He must increase and I must 

decrease (7), and he would be echoing the spirit of Mary's words here. 

She didn't seek any status on account of this blessing - it was God whom 

she magnified, not herself. 

 

The magnification begins with exaltation of God because he who is 

mighty has done great things for me (8). But swiftly Mary's focus shifts 

to how God has not only looked on her own humble estate but has aided 

all the humble and the hungry, while pulling down the mighty and 

wealthy (9). Would that the Pharisees had such insight into the heart of 
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God towards the disenfranchised and lowly! 

 

The Magnificat ends with a recognition that the blessing she's received 

was, in fact, the remembrance of God's mercy to Israel as had been 

promised to their fathers (10). She knew she was a part of a story that 

was far beyond her scope, that had been millennia in the making; that 

God was bringing about the fulfilment of his promises for Israel in the 

boy she would raise as her son. 

 

All the wonderful events we celebrate at Christmas time - the Magi, the 

shepherds, a host of angels - the young girl at the centre of it treasured 

up all these things, pondering them in her heart (11). As a new mother 

under the most extraordinary circumstances, she has the composure to 

absorb it all quietly and contemplate the unfolding will of God. There 

would be much more to ponder every day as she watched Jesus grow. 

We read of the same response to finding Jesus in the Temple at 

Jerusalem as a young boy (12). Mary's heart must have been full to the 

brim with treasured moments to ponder. 

 

All generations shall call me blessed (13), Mary had said, presciently. 

And yet, Simeon forewarned her that a sword would pierce her soul on 

account of her baby boy (14), which would come to pass thirty-three 

years later when she would witness the death of her son. Yet, by grace, 

it was in that soul-piercing moment that she was most richly blessed in 

truth, and all of us with her, as her son became her saviour and the 

saviour of the world. 

 

References; (1) Lk.1:30 (2) Lk.1:38 (3) Gen.18:12 (4) Lk.1:18 (5) 

Lk.1:45 (6) Lk.1:46 (7) Jn 3:30 (8) Lk.1:49 (9) Lk.1:51-53 (10) 

Lk.1:54-55 (11) Lk.2:19 (12) Lk.2:46-51 (13) Lk.1:48 (14) Lk.2:35 

 

Bible references are from the ESV. 
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MISSION: SOUTH-EAST AND CENTRAL 
AFRICA (SECA) 
Kevin Beal and Topesa Issa 
 

Within Malawi we currently have 10 different outreach groups that our 

Gospel worker Topesa Issah works with on a regular basis. Topesa is an 

overseer and his home assembly is Kombola. He uses his little 

motorcycle and local transportation to move around to all the groups. 

When Ministering Brothers Brian and Kevin visit, they join Topesa in 

teaching at as many locations as possible. Local men in the groups are 

raised up to lead and teach between visits.  

 

The following is a list of the 10 outreach groups. In most locations they 

have built a little mud-bricked building to meet in. 

• Makanjira, in Mangochi district  

• Makoko in Nsanje district  

• Jeremiah in Thyolo district 

• Bwanje in Ntcheu district  

• Usisya in Nkhatabay district  

• Kundwelo in Mulanje district 

• Matawa in Phalombe district  

• Magombo in Zomba district  

• Zaone in Zomba district 

 

Each group has its own story as to how it began and how long we've 

been working with them. We will share a little about two of them. Zaone 

started in 2017 and is located about 15km from Magombo. This group 

came into existence because of a sister named Nanjere who got saved 

at the Church of God in Ndirandi and was later baptized and added. She 

was working in the area and started attending the meetings. Once her 

work ended she returned home to Zaone. Overseers transferred her to 

Kombola since this was the closest church to Zaone. This led to others 

coming with her to Kombola and eventually the need for a outreach post 

in Zaone was met. 

 

The work in Bwanje began in 2022 by brother Joseph Tambles who 

attended the church of God in Solomoni Village. He first came alone 

but he soon brought with him two other men. The three men believed 

what they had been hearing and started a group in their home village of 

Akhwari. The district of SECA was made aware and the outreach team 

paid them a visit. Gradually the group began to grow and some got 
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baptized and added to Solomoni Village. They make the 25km journey 

for the breaking of the bread once a month. The group is now 35 in 

number and growing. Joseph Soko, a deacon in Solomoni Village, visits 

often to teach the word. 

 

Malawi and Mozambique border each other, so often connections are 

made between people in the two countries. This results in Topesa 

traveling back and forth to 4 of the 7 Mozambique outreach groups. He 

works along with the Mozambique overseers and Ministering Brethren 

when opportunity arises.  

 

The following are the names of the groups along the names of some key 

leading men: 

 

• Liphali  

• Mwambala  

• Kilowe 

• Inhangoma Traquino (leader Antônio Carlos Deixa - total 60) 

Magagade, Sofala province (leader Jacinto Goiá Alberto - total 

42) Malongue (leader Brazil Francisco Paulo - total 52) 

• Mphula 

 

People continue to love to hear the Word in these areas and new contacts 

are always being made. Several of the groups in each country are close 

to being ready for planting. We are praying that the Lord will provide 

good leaders so that the groups can function well as a church of God. 
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FROM THE EDITORS’ DESK 
Issue 4 – 2025 
 
When the Lord Jesus explained the purpose of parables, he quoted from 

Isaiah 6:9-10. As Isaiah began his ministry, the Lord told him that 

people would not understand his message: they will not see … hear … 

understand. The Lord Jesus experienced similar responses – He 

preached the good news of the Kingdom, and many people saw but they 

didn’t really see; they heard but they didn’t really hear (or understand). 

He made it clear that teaching in parables would separate those who had 

ears to hear from those who didn’t – so people could choose to really 

hear him, or not. The disciples were those who chose to see, hear, turn, 

and be healed. That’s the choice we have each day as disciples: “I will 

choose to listen to Jesus today.” 

 

That’s the posture with which we approach NT, and Michael’s article 

takes us right into this territory – the conscious act of listening to God, 

and the fruitfulness that results. That intentional listening is taken 

further by Alister into the disciplines of memorisation and meditation. 

Geoff then brings us to a place of spiritual maturity and discernment – 

how we might, by the Spirit of God, have disclosed to us the directive 

will of God, helping us be more perceptive of His interventions in our 

life. While these articles directly deal with really listening to the Lord 

Jesus, and understanding, all the articles should demand the same 

approach from us; “I will choose to listen to Jesus today.” 

 

We’re thankful, once again, for the many hours that contributors to this 

issue of NT have spent before the Lord Jesus, listening. We benefit from 

their labour – only if we have ears to hear. 

Stephen 
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Moses, My Servant 
PRIEST 
Lindsay Woods, Belfast, N. Ireland 
 

The LORD promised Abram, Know for certain that for 400 years your 

descendants will be strangers in a country not their own and that they 

will be enslaved and mistreated as servants there. But I will punish the 

nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come out with great 

possessions (1).  

 

For the last 80 years of this precise calendar, God was preparing His 

man, Moses, to be His servant and the mighty deliverer of His people. 

First, in the 40 years he lived in Egypt as the son of Pharoah’s daughter, 

he was educated in all the wisdom of the Egyptians and became 

powerful in speech and action (2), but it was among a pagan people who 

had their own priestly organisation and order of worship. 

 

When he was 40 years old, he decided to visit his own people and 

thinking that he could himself defend and rescue them he murdered an 

Egyptian and had to flee to Midian. This was neither God’s time nor 

way to redeem Israel. In the next 40 years he lived in Midian, married 

to a  daughter of Reuel/Jethro (names mean ‘friend of God’/‘his 

excellency’) a priest of Midian, and worked as a shepherd. The LORD 

was changing Moses into the kind of man He could use as Israel’s 

deliverer. It’s interesting that Jethro was later recognised by Moses, 

Aaron and the elders of Israel as a non-Israelite priest of the true God 

and was used by the LORD to counsel Moses to share the judging of 

the Israelites in the wilderness with 70 chosen elders (3). 

 

It's now, when Moses is a relatively old man, that the LORD calls him 

to his great work of bringing Israel out of Egypt’s slavery. When 

YAHWEH revealed Himself to Moses at the burning bush in Midian, 

Moses said he wasn’t competent enough to speak to Pharoah – Pardon 

your servant, Lord. I have never been eloquent...I am slow of speech 

and tongue… please send someone else (4); he’s now a very different 

man to the one who was powerful in speech and action in Egypt, later 

to be described as a very humble man (5). The LORD, although angry 

with Moses, gave Aaron, Moses’ brother, the responsibility of speaking 

to Pharoah, saying, I know he can speak well … I will help both of you 

speak…he will speak to the people for you, and it will be as if he were 

your mouth and as if you were God to him (6) So, as Stephen reminded 
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the Sanhedrin, he was sent to be their ruler and deliverer of the 

Israelites by God himself ... he led them out of Egypt and performed 

wonders and signs in Egypt, at the Red Sea and for 40 years in the 

wilderness (7). 

 

Among the many roles that Moses was to fulfil as God’s servant, he was 

also a priest. It’s interesting that the only time Moses is described as a 

priest (Hebrew: Kohen) along with Aaron is in Psalm 99:6 and 

significantly there Samuel is mentioned too, who was a prophet, priest 

and judge. The nation of Israel that God brought through the wilderness 

was described as a kingdom of priests, God’s special treasure and a holy 

nation (8). Moses was acting as a priest when he consecrated the nation 

(9), and then the tabernacle he built according to the pattern given to 

him in Mount Sinai (10). He also consecrated Aaron as High Priest and 

his sons as priests to serve at the tabernacle (11). 

 

So up until Aaron was anointed to be High Priest, Moses really 

performed many of the necessary priestly functions such as going into 

the presence of the LORD to speak with Him face to face on behalf of 

the people, making sacrifices, giving the law, acting as a judge and 

interceding for the people. 

 

What a commendation we read at the end of the Pentateuch, when 

Moses died on Mount Nebo at the age of 120, still strong and healthy, 

and God buried him - since then no prophet has risen in Israel like 

Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face … for no one has ever shown 

the mighty power or performed the awesome deeds that Moses did in 

the sight of all Israel (12). How did he have time to write the first 5 

books of the Old Testament? Of course, he was carried along by the 

Holy Spirit to perform this amazing task (13). The law was given 

through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ (14). Christ 

is so much superior to Moses, who was faithful in all God’s house, for 

Christ, as the builder of God’s spiritual house today, has greater honour 

than the house itself and is Son over God’s house. And we are his house, 

if indeed we hold firmly to our confidence and the hope in which we 

glory (15). 

 

The apostle Paul speaks of being given the priestly duty of proclaiming 

the gospel of God to the Gentiles so that they would become an offering 

acceptable to God sanctified by the Holy Spirit (16). What great 

privileges we have today to serve as priests in a holy and royal 

priesthood, to declare the praises of him who called us out of darkness 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps.99%3A6&version=NIV
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into his wonderful light (17) and to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable 

to God through Jesus Christ (18) who is our Great High Priest, living 

an indestructible life in the presence of God (19). 

 

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and 

has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father – 

to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen! (20). 

 

References: (1) Gen.15:13,14; (2) Acts 7:22 (3) Ex.18 (4) Ex.4:10-13 

(5) Num.12:3 (6) Ex.4:14-16 (7) Acts 7:35-36 (8) Ex.19:5-6  (9) 

Ex.24:3-8 (10) Num.7:1 (11) Ex.29; Lev.8 (12) Deut.34:10-12  

(13) 2 Pet.1:21 (14) Jn 1:17 (15) see Heb.3:1-6 (16) Rom.15:15-16 

(17) 1 Pet.2:9 (18) 1 Pet.2:4-5 (19) Heb.7:15-17 (20) Rev.1:4-6 

 

Bible references are from the NIV 2011. 
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The Teaching of Jesus in Parables 
BEARING FRUIT 
Michael Johnston, Kirkintilloch, Scotland 
 

The parable of the sower was understood by the gospel writers to be a 

pivotal moment in Jesus’ teaching. They show it to be the point at which 

Jesus’ parables cease to only be simple object lessons and become 

words the listener has to empathetically engage with. It’s clear to see 

this in Luke, who records simple parables about fruitfulness in Luke 

6:43-45. In contrast, while the Parable of the Sower has an object lesson 

of fruit yielding of thirty, sixty or one hundredfold, representing 

receivers of the word who mature through patient endurance, there’s 

much more to consider and engage with alongside that conclusion. 

 

Jesus told this parable to a crowd so large that He had to go onto a boat 

in order to be able to address them all (1); and since He himself called 

it the parable of the sower (2), it's natural for us to place ourselves in 

the shoes of the sower, and treat the parable as a place of respite after a 

difficult season of evangelism. Having interacted with a large number 

of people, we might look upon the many whom we preached to only to 

see the evil one preventing them from receiving the word like we would 

look upon seeds by the side of the road being eaten by birds. We can 

console ourselves after seeing those whose fledgling faith failed to 

withstand the first difficult circumstance of life like we would see a 

tender shoot growing in shallow soil failing to draw enough moisture to 

survive. We can accept as commonplace the strangling of people’s 

service for the Lord by worldly distractions just as we accept that grain 

growing among thorns will fail to produce fruit. 

 

The Lord knew that those He was preaching to would thin out 

substantially over the years of His ministry until just a few were counted 

as His disciples at the time of His resurrection, but He was not passive 

in this. He intentionally adopted parables as a filter to separate out those 

truly interested in the substance of His teaching. These more substantial 

parables need time to contemplate and understand. Every good teacher 

knows that a student can only develop so far by being told things to 

memorise. Someone cannot use what they’ve memorised until they also 

understand the truth behind the facts. James wrote to believers so that 

they might apply their faith to produce steadfastness in service (3), and 

Paul rebuked those who kept worldly habits of jealousy and arguing, 

never to mature as believers (4). They shared the Lord’s concern for the 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lk%206%3A43-45&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lk%206%3A43-45&version=ESV
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people they ministered to, desiring for them to have deep roots, and to 

be disentangled from what they had been before. 

 

Hebrews 5:11-14 instructs us to keep responding to what we have heard 

in order to become mature. The training for spiritual maturity requires 

constant practice! If we reduce the intensity of that, then the warning is 

given: you have become dull of hearing. And therefore, we can see that 

this parable’s universal meaning comes not from only seeing ourselves 

as the sower, making excuses for hearers who do not complete a lifelong 

response to Jesus’ words, but by also empathising with the plant 

growing out of the seed. The parable challenges all of us who have 

received the word as hearers to not fall short along the way. When we 

give an account of our service, will our growth look like that which has 

taken place in good soil, or not? 

 

Jesus’ exposition of the parable is most expansively recorded by 

Matthew, who cites the bulk of Isaiah 6:9-10 and highlights the 

condemnation of God towards his Old Testament people as 

unresponsive to His words. Jesus teaching that crowd on the beach is 

recorded as the fulfilment of that prophecy (5). But it’s not a message 

which now has achieved its purpose and can be left for academic study: 

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches 

(6)—our Lord’s refrain in Revelation to each church of God shows that 

today we have the same capacity to let our hearing grow dull, and stop 

consciously listening to Him. The mark of a mature believer who is 

considered thirty, sixty, or one hundred times fruitful is one who each 

day humbly makes himself or herself a hearer and doer of the Word (7). 

 

References: (1) Mk.4:1 (2) Matt.13:18 (3) Jas.1:2-4 (4) 1 Cor.3:2-3 (5) 

Matt.13:14 (6) Heb.2:7 (7) Jas.1:21-25 

 

Bible references are from the ESV. 
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Understanding the Will of God –  
Your Will be Done 
HIS DIRECTIVE WILL 
Geoff Hydon, Mount Forest, Canada 
 

Previous articles in this series have distinguished between God’s pre-

determined, sovereign decisions that concern unchangeable outcomes, 

compared to God’s expectations expressed in explicit commands that 

we should, but may or may not, actually obey. And we have also 

considered God’s ‘will’ in terms of what He explicitly tells us He desires 

to see happen, but does not enforce. That still leaves one more aspect, 

which is the matter of us conforming our lives to principles that God 

has disclosed, applying them in situations which are not simply a matter 

of obeying a black or white command. The objective is to ensure our 

personal choices conform to God’s goals in our lives. We shall call this 

God’s directive will. 

 

‘Directive’ means we are talking about direction, movement towards a 

pre-determined goal that God has set; it’s His will being expressed in 

that goal, even though every detail is not spelled out for us beforehand. 

He doesn’t leave us without signposts along the way, and the ability to 

perceive them correctly. As we shall see, He provides sufficient 

direction. 

 

We could perhaps use the analogy of a computer car race: we know we 

must reach the finishing line but we don’t know everything that’s 

coming so we watch ahead for course markers and unexpected dangers; 

we keep (as far as possible!) inside the developing track marked out and 

we should not go faster than the track allows; if we go severely off-

course, we crash, but a re-start with some loss may be possible. We may 

learn by experience if we go round the track multiple times. One of the 

problems we face is that our car is not the only one on the course, and 

some are intent on ruining our attempt to win. We might then imagine 

an AI-generated algorithm that, if known and applied, would enable 

correct responses to every emerging obstacle and ensure victory. So 

much for the mundane analogy. 

 

In our real Christian lives, God knows the best way to tackle our life’s 

course (His algorithm, if you like), and He will provide sufficient 

directions; the Holy Spirit will guide us, if we let Him. He can do that 

because of the way God has made us, in His own image and thus 
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enabling our sharing in a very limited degree some of His capabilities. 

He made us spirit, soul and body and thus we have a human spirit 

through which the Holy Spirit can enlighten our souls regarding the path 

we should follow in these frail bodies (1). That first requires, of course, 

that we be born again, so that we can receive the indwelling Holy Spirit. 

Then His ongoing revealing of God’s goals for us, His directive will, is 

designed to maintain our sanctification, being practically set apart from 

all else in order to be seen to belong to God. 

 

There is something that obviously disturbs and limits our perception of 

God’s directive will. We may be encumbered by sin, and our enemy the 

Devil will do all he can to thwart our progress - by using temptations to 

do sinful things, so we get off track or even crash! How can we deal 

with the core problem and its consequences, and stay in line with divine 

direction? By letting the Holy Spirit guide us (2). He will do this by: 

 

• Prompting us to confess sins and seek cleansing. This is a 

prerequisite (3). 

 

• Enabling us to pray effectively and enjoy fellowship with God (4). 

Because the Spirit of God fully knows the will of God, He is able 

to direct us accurately and compassionately. 

 

• Reminding us of God’s written, unchanging word (5). This aspect 

merits more comment. Obviously, the Spirit can help us recall what 

we had previously stored away in our memory (6). Warning: if we 

don’t commit Scripture to memory, how will the Spirit cause us to 

recall it? He will have to encourage us to read it first. If we want to 

know God’s directions in our life, the Bible will be the place to start. 

 

• Using our conscience to increase our awareness of principles of 

God’s word; this includes helping us know what God approves, and 

also what not to do, and how to avoid it, noting the cautions (7). We 

can learn from the narrative accounts in the Bible of others’ lives, 

good and bad. Perhaps sometimes our conscience will do its 

intended work as we think about straightforward Bible statements, 

like Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals” (8). 

Choosing who to be with, and how much to expose oneself to 

potentially wrong influence, are major concerns in our Christian 

walk. When it comes to forming long-term relationships it is vital 

to seek God’s direction. But when He by the Spirit reminds us of 

factors we should consider in our choices, we may not find His 
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direction can be followed without some sacrifice on our part. And 

sometimes, we need to avoid haste, as the Spirit of God indeed leads 

us to see and be convinced of God’s directive will, but one step at 

a time. 

 

• Encouraging our faith and confidence by Him witnessing with our 

human spirit (9). Spiritual people are those who are sensitive to the 

Holy Spirit’s direction to their spirit. By this means, things that 

cannot be understood by unsaved people can be discerned. The 

direction signs and warning signals are perceived, as God the Holy 

Spirit conveys the will of God. 

 

• Reassuring us by sending His messengers, even angels. We are told 

that some have entertained angels without being aware of it, a truth 

easily seen in Old Testament examples, but just as true today (10). 

God also used prophets to speak to people needing to hear His 

guidance, and today He uses teachers to do the same; people who 

can themselves understand the word of God and can pass it on. 

When we feel the need for direction in our life’s decisions, we do 

well to consider messages He is sending to help us. God sends via 

those who teach. Being present when the word of God is taught in 

church meetings is a good starting point. Failing to attend is similar 

to feeling lost, then realizing you left the map behind 

 

• Opening our eyes, our spiritual vision. Exceptionally perhaps, God 

has even employed visions/dreams, for instance to call people to 

specific service opportunities (11). Here we must enter difficult 

territory, because such disclosure of God’s direction will likely need 

correct interpretation. And we may encounter a human weakness to 

describe mere imagination as a divine vision. One rule we can use 

is to remember that the Spirit of God will not contradict Himself, 

because He is the Spirit of truth (12). Therefore, if we are trying to 

assess the meaning of a dream we’ve had or we are being told about, 

our first thought should be to ensure it corresponds with what 

Scripture already says. The Spirit who authored the word of God 

will surely explain its relevance to us in a contextually valid and 

non-contradictory way. Peter knew the Mosaic law about unclean 

food sources and knew Israel were God’s chosen people. The vision 

of a man Cornelius saw, and the vision Peter experienced 

successfully resulted in Peter seeing God’s ability to cleanse 

Gentiles and even bring them among His people. This was then 

confirmed by the Spirit indwelling the new Gentile believers. So all 
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this enabled Peter (and Cornelius) to progress spiritually in 

understanding the will of God. The Spirit fully knew the will of God, 

including reaching Gentiles with the Gospel. If we desire to reach 

people with the good news, we need to discern God’s will about 

how to achieve that, and the Spirit of God can reveal that to us, 

likely step by step. 

 

Hopefully, this brief outline of some ways the Spirit of God discloses 

to us the directive will of God will help us be more perceptive of His 

interventions in our life. Discerning the directive will of God is what 

spiritual maturity is all about, and it always starts with feeding on the 

Word of God, as Hebrews 5:12-14 so candidly puts it: 

 

For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need 

someone to teach you again the basic principles of the oracles 

of God. You need milk, not solid food, for everyone who lives 

on milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, since he is a 

child. But solid food is for the mature, for those who have their 

powers of discernment trained by constant practice to 

distinguish good from evil. 

 

References: (1) 1 Cor.2:10-11; 1 Thess.5:23; Prov.20:27 (2) Jn 14:26; 

Jn 16:13 (3) Isa.59:2; Acts 26:18; 1 Cor.2:14; 1 Jn 1:5-7 (4) Matt.7:7-

11; Rom.8:26-27 (5) Matt.12:3,5; 19:4; 22:31; Rom.2:18; 1 Cor.2:10-

11 (6) Jn 14:26 (7) 1 Cor.2:16; Rom.2:15; 8:14; Acts 16:6-7; 2 

Cor.6:14; (8) 1 Cor.15:33 (9) Rom.8:16; 12:2; Prov.20:27 (10) Gen.18; 

Heb.13:2,7; Acts 9:17 (11) Job 33:15-18; Acts 9:10; Acts 10; 13:2; 

Acts 16:6-10; 1 Cor.12:11; Heb.2:4; 8:11 (12) Jn 14:17; 15:26; 16:13 

 

Bible references are from the ESV. 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb.5%3A12-14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Cor.2%3A10-11%3B%201%20Thess.5%3A23%3B%20Prov.20%3A27%3B%20Jn%2014%3A26%3B%20Jn%2016%3A13%3B%20Isa.59%3A2%3B%20Acts%2026%3A18%3B%201%20Cor.2%3A14%3B%201%20Jn%201%3A5-7%3B%20Matt.7%3A7-11%3B%20Rom.8%3A26-27%3B%20Matt.12%3A3%2C5%3B%2019%3A4%3B%2022%3A31%3B%20Rom.2%3A18%3B%201%20Cor.2%3A10-11%3B%20Jn%2014%3A26%3B%201%20Cor.2%3A16%3B%20Rom.2%3A15%3B%208%3A14%3B%20Acts%2016%3A6-7%3B%202%20Cor.6%3A14%3B%201%20Cor.15%3A33%3B%20Rom.8%3A16%3B%2012%3A2%3B%20Prov.20%3A27%3B%20Gen.18%3B%20Heb.13%3A2%2C7%3B%20Acts%209%3A17%3B%20Job%2033%3A15-18%3B%20Acts%209%3A10%3B%20Acts%2010%3B%2013%3A2%3B%20Acts%2016%3A6-10%3B%201%20Cor.12%3A11%3B%20Heb.2%3A4%3B%208%3A11%3B%20Jn%2014%3A17%3B%2015%3A26%3B%2016%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Cor.2%3A10-11%3B%201%20Thess.5%3A23%3B%20Prov.20%3A27%3B%20Jn%2014%3A26%3B%20Jn%2016%3A13%3B%20Isa.59%3A2%3B%20Acts%2026%3A18%3B%201%20Cor.2%3A14%3B%201%20Jn%201%3A5-7%3B%20Matt.7%3A7-11%3B%20Rom.8%3A26-27%3B%20Matt.12%3A3%2C5%3B%2019%3A4%3B%2022%3A31%3B%20Rom.2%3A18%3B%201%20Cor.2%3A10-11%3B%20Jn%2014%3A26%3B%201%20Cor.2%3A16%3B%20Rom.2%3A15%3B%208%3A14%3B%20Acts%2016%3A6-7%3B%202%20Cor.6%3A14%3B%201%20Cor.15%3A33%3B%20Rom.8%3A16%3B%2012%3A2%3B%20Prov.20%3A27%3B%20Gen.18%3B%20Heb.13%3A2%2C7%3B%20Acts%209%3A17%3B%20Job%2033%3A15-18%3B%20Acts%209%3A10%3B%20Acts%2010%3B%2013%3A2%3B%20Acts%2016%3A6-10%3B%201%20Cor.12%3A11%3B%20Heb.2%3A4%3B%208%3A11%3B%20Jn%2014%3A17%3B%2015%3A26%3B%2016%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Cor.2%3A10-11%3B%201%20Thess.5%3A23%3B%20Prov.20%3A27%3B%20Jn%2014%3A26%3B%20Jn%2016%3A13%3B%20Isa.59%3A2%3B%20Acts%2026%3A18%3B%201%20Cor.2%3A14%3B%201%20Jn%201%3A5-7%3B%20Matt.7%3A7-11%3B%20Rom.8%3A26-27%3B%20Matt.12%3A3%2C5%3B%2019%3A4%3B%2022%3A31%3B%20Rom.2%3A18%3B%201%20Cor.2%3A10-11%3B%20Jn%2014%3A26%3B%201%20Cor.2%3A16%3B%20Rom.2%3A15%3B%208%3A14%3B%20Acts%2016%3A6-7%3B%202%20Cor.6%3A14%3B%201%20Cor.15%3A33%3B%20Rom.8%3A16%3B%2012%3A2%3B%20Prov.20%3A27%3B%20Gen.18%3B%20Heb.13%3A2%2C7%3B%20Acts%209%3A17%3B%20Job%2033%3A15-18%3B%20Acts%209%3A10%3B%20Acts%2010%3B%2013%3A2%3B%20Acts%2016%3A6-10%3B%201%20Cor.12%3A11%3B%20Heb.2%3A4%3B%208%3A11%3B%20Jn%2014%3A17%3B%2015%3A26%3B%2016%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Cor.2%3A10-11%3B%201%20Thess.5%3A23%3B%20Prov.20%3A27%3B%20Jn%2014%3A26%3B%20Jn%2016%3A13%3B%20Isa.59%3A2%3B%20Acts%2026%3A18%3B%201%20Cor.2%3A14%3B%201%20Jn%201%3A5-7%3B%20Matt.7%3A7-11%3B%20Rom.8%3A26-27%3B%20Matt.12%3A3%2C5%3B%2019%3A4%3B%2022%3A31%3B%20Rom.2%3A18%3B%201%20Cor.2%3A10-11%3B%20Jn%2014%3A26%3B%201%20Cor.2%3A16%3B%20Rom.2%3A15%3B%208%3A14%3B%20Acts%2016%3A6-7%3B%202%20Cor.6%3A14%3B%201%20Cor.15%3A33%3B%20Rom.8%3A16%3B%2012%3A2%3B%20Prov.20%3A27%3B%20Gen.18%3B%20Heb.13%3A2%2C7%3B%20Acts%209%3A17%3B%20Job%2033%3A15-18%3B%20Acts%209%3A10%3B%20Acts%2010%3B%2013%3A2%3B%20Acts%2016%3A6-10%3B%201%20Cor.12%3A11%3B%20Heb.2%3A4%3B%208%3A11%3B%20Jn%2014%3A17%3B%2015%3A26%3B%2016%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Cor.2%3A10-11%3B%201%20Thess.5%3A23%3B%20Prov.20%3A27%3B%20Jn%2014%3A26%3B%20Jn%2016%3A13%3B%20Isa.59%3A2%3B%20Acts%2026%3A18%3B%201%20Cor.2%3A14%3B%201%20Jn%201%3A5-7%3B%20Matt.7%3A7-11%3B%20Rom.8%3A26-27%3B%20Matt.12%3A3%2C5%3B%2019%3A4%3B%2022%3A31%3B%20Rom.2%3A18%3B%201%20Cor.2%3A10-11%3B%20Jn%2014%3A26%3B%201%20Cor.2%3A16%3B%20Rom.2%3A15%3B%208%3A14%3B%20Acts%2016%3A6-7%3B%202%20Cor.6%3A14%3B%201%20Cor.15%3A33%3B%20Rom.8%3A16%3B%2012%3A2%3B%20Prov.20%3A27%3B%20Gen.18%3B%20Heb.13%3A2%2C7%3B%20Acts%209%3A17%3B%20Job%2033%3A15-18%3B%20Acts%209%3A10%3B%20Acts%2010%3B%2013%3A2%3B%20Acts%2016%3A6-10%3B%201%20Cor.12%3A11%3B%20Heb.2%3A4%3B%208%3A11%3B%20Jn%2014%3A17%3B%2015%3A26%3B%2016%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom.8%3A12%3A2%3B%20Prov.20%3A27%3B%20Gen.18%3B%20Heb.13%3A2%2C7%3B%20Acts%209%3A17%3B%20Job%2033%3A15-18%3B%20Acts%209%3A10%3B%20Acts%2010%3B%2013%3A2%3B%20Acts%2016%3A6-10%3B%201%20Cor.12%3A11%3B%20Heb.2%3A4%3B%208%3A11%3B%20Jn%2014%3A17%3B%2015%3A26%3B%2016%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom.8%3A12%3A2%3B%20Prov.20%3A27%3B%20Gen.18%3B%20Heb.13%3A2%2C7%3B%20Acts%209%3A17%3B%20Job%2033%3A15-18%3B%20Acts%209%3A10%3B%20Acts%2010%3B%2013%3A2%3B%20Acts%2016%3A6-10%3B%201%20Cor.12%3A11%3B%20Heb.2%3A4%3B%208%3A11%3B%20Jn%2014%3A17%3B%2015%3A26%3B%2016%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom.8%3A12%3A2%3B%20Prov.20%3A27%3B%20Gen.18%3B%20Heb.13%3A2%2C7%3B%20Acts%209%3A17%3B%20Job%2033%3A15-18%3B%20Acts%209%3A10%3B%20Acts%2010%3B%2013%3A2%3B%20Acts%2016%3A6-10%3B%201%20Cor.12%3A11%3B%20Heb.2%3A4%3B%208%3A11%3B%20Jn%2014%3A17%3B%2015%3A26%3B%2016%3A13&version=ESV


 

      103 

Christlikeness 
PATIENT & FORGIVING 
Jon Stanley, Hayes, England 
 

“Patience is a virtue, possess it if you can, seldom found in woman, 

never found in man.” Perhaps the author of this quote had never met the 

Lord Jesus! 

 

Peter once asked the Lord Jesus how many times he should forgive 

someone who sins against him. Jesus replied, up to seventy times seven 

and then in Matthew 18:23-35 immediately illustrates His point with a 

parable about the King who settled his accounts with his servants. The 

servant who owed ten thousand talents (1) and couldn’t pay him back 

begs the King saying, Master, have patience with me, and I will pay you 

all (v.26). Then the master of the servant was moved with compassion, 

released him, and forgave him the debt (v.27). 

 

What a wonderful illustration of the patience and forgiveness of God 

towards us. We had a debt of sin that we couldn’t possibly pay back, 

and not only do we need God to be patient with us, but we also need 

His forgiveness. Romans 2:4 says, do you despise the riches of His 

goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that the 

goodness of God leads you to repentance? God shows to us His 

forbearance in that He shows self-restraint in not willing that any should 

perish but that all should come to repentance (2). And He shows us that 

He is longsuffering in that He patiently desires all men to be saved and 

to come to the knowledge of the truth (3). God shows to us His goodness 

and compassion towards sinners like us by allowing His own beloved 

Son to take our debt and pay it in full at the cross. 

 

Jesus’ parable goes on to tell us that the same servant who had 

experienced such great forgiveness went out and found someone who 

owed him a hundred denarii (4) and despite this person’s plea for 

patience when he couldn’t pay him back, the servant had him thrown 

into prison! Where was his patience with others? Where was his 

forgiveness for others? But what about us? Is patience a virtue that we 

cannot or seldom possess? Are we unable to show patience towards 

people who irritate us? Are we unwilling to forgive those who provoke 

us? 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt.18%3A23-35&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rom%202%3A4&version=NKJV
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Galatians 5:22-23 says, But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 

longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. 

Against such there is no law. Unlike the servant in the parable, we have 

all been blessed with the power of the Holy Spirit in our hearts and lives. 

Patience or longsuffering is a virtue we can possess and grow if we 

allow the Holy Spirit to influence our lives, and this leads to our ability 

to forgive people. We must pray to God regularly to be given the Spirit’s 

help to make us more like Christ. 

 

Colossians 3:12-13 says, Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and 

beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, 

longsuffering; bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if 

anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so 

you also must do. Here Paul reminds us to put on patience or 

longsuffering as we would put on a coat or a piece of clothing. It’s a 

daily activity, a reminder that we have the Holy Spirit within us and to 

tell ourselves to let His influence rule our words and actions every day. 

The importance of this is because we are going to be provoked in our 

lives, people are going to irritate us on a day-to-day basis. But we have 

to be ready to forgive them and to show no ill-feeling towards them but 

instead show goodness and kindness towards them. 

 

The motivation for doing this is because even as Christ forgave you, so 

you also must do (v.13). Jesus told Peter to forgive up to seventy times 

seven, and He illustrated His divine forgiveness in that glorious moment 

on the cross where He declared, Father, forgive them, for they do not 

know what they do (Luke 23:34). We will never be mistreated in such a 

way, but we must still follow His example and show patience and 

forgiveness to everyone through the power of the Spirit working in our 

lives. 

 

(1) a “talent” is a monetary unit worth about twenty years' wages for a 

labourer (2) 2 Pet.3:9 (3) 1 Tim.2:4 (4) a denarius is a day's wage for a 

labourer 

 

Bible references are from the NKJV. 
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The Lesser Practised Disciplines of Godliness 
MEMORISATION AND MEDITATION 
Alister McCarty, Belfast, N. Ireland 
 

Memorization 
Our Master practised memorisation. This is evidenced when we read of 

Him being tempted by the devil (1). Firstly, to command stones to 

become loaves of bread. His response – man does not live by bread 

alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the mouth of Lord 

(2). Secondly, to throw Himself down from the pinnacle of the temple. 

His response - You shall not put the Lord your God to the test (3). 

Thirdly, to fall down and worship Satan. Once more, His emphatic 

response - You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you 

serve (4). 

 

What enabled Him to overcome temptation? Time in the Word. Memory 

of the Word. Recall of the Word in His hour of need. As His disciples, 

shouldn’t we be following His example? 

 

Practising Memorisation 

Memorisation of the Bible is not an academic, or cognitive exercise - 

it’s a spiritual one! A few suggested guiding principles: 

 

• Routine: establish a consistent and realistic routine - similar time, 

place, and structure. Experts indicate it takes around 90 days to 

form a successful habit. (This figure can vary from person to person 

and the complexity of the habit.) 

• Read: read the memory verse ten times, aloud may well help. Best 

practice includes reading the chapter number and verse as well as 

the words. It’s good to know where the verse is located as well as 

what it says! 

• Recite: next, recite the verse, again aim for ten times. To start with 

you may have to glance at some words, however, by the final few 

attempts aim to say the verse with little (or no) prompting. 

• Review: the review stage is the most critical. Due to the nature of 

our short-term memory, you may be able to say the memory verse 

for minutes or even hours after trying to memorize it - before it 

being quite likely that it disappears (or, at least cannot be accessed). 

To counter this, recite, if able, or read a couple more times prior to 

sleep. Additionally, memory verses are best reviewed on every 

subsequent day. 
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• Resources: start with achievable targets and consider using an app 

such as Verse or Bible Memory. 

 

As with all four of the exercises in this series the key is being active, 

intentional and disciplined, remembering that what we do with our free 

time is a yardstick of where our priorities lie. 

 

Meditation 
Another of the lesser practised disciplines of godliness is meditation, 

and it is strongly linked with memorisation. It is said of the blessed man 

in the opening psalm (5) that his delight is in the law of the Lord, and 

on his law he meditates day and night. 

 

If we love the word of God, if we delight in the law of the Lord then the 

result will be that we meditate on it. Day and night devotion, portraying 

an individual whose inner dialogue is saturated with the Torah. To be in 

a position to be described like this, as we all aspire to, memorisation is 

vital. How much more challenging it becomes to meditate on the word 

of God if we are not familiar with it and able to bring it to mind. 

 

Paul’s list of things about which we should be thinking (6) requires 

purposeful practice. Memorisation is one of the ways to assist us in 

being better able to practically spend more of our time thinking about 

godly matters, in contrast to the worldly distractions that so often 

bombard us. 

 

Benefits 

1. Collectively serving God in His Kingdom - to highlight, this is not 

something only for active brothers, participating in the assembly 

meetings. This is for everyone! 

2. Personal encouragement to others – Paul (7) and Solomon (8) wrote, 

respectively, … preach the word; be ready in season and out of 

season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and 

teaching; and to make an apt answer is a joy to a man, and a word 

in season, how good it is! 

3. As a defence (9) - How can we give a reason if we aren’t familiar 

with our Bibles? How can we make a defence if we have not been 

preparing in the Word in advance? The word defence in this verse is 

apologia in Greek - the root from which we get the word apologetics 

- used today for supplying evidence for the Christian faith. 

Intelligent reasoning, a well-reasoned reply, a thought-out response  
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 to adequately address the issue raised. All of these require time alone 

in quiet meditation before the Lord. 

 

Are we participating in collective service? Are we ready? Are we 

prepared? Are we able to give a word in season? Are we defending and 

reasoning? With the help of the Spirit, Memorisation and Meditation 

can better equip us. 

 

Bible references are from the ESV:  (1) Mt.4:1-11 (2) Deut.8:3 (3) 

Deut.6:16 (4) see Deut.6:13; Luke 4:8 (5) Ps.1:2 (6) Phil.4:8 (7) 2 

Tim.4:2 (8) Prov.15:23 (9) 1 Pet.3:15 
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Countercultural 
POLITICAL CORRECTNESS OR BOLD 
TESTIMONY 
Karl Smith, Kirkintilloch, Scotland 
 

In Nazi Germany, writing something that could be seen as clashing with 

the values of the regime would be condemned as ‘politically incorrect.’ 

People began to censor themselves as regards what they could say even 

in daily conversation. As neo-liberalism became the dominant political 

attitude in the West, people who were sceptical of its values jokingly 

made the comparison with the totalitarian regimes of the 1930s. The 

comparison with the right-wing censorship was a semi-humorous way 

of noting that it was now becoming unacceptable to criticize the left or 

groups whose interests they wish to promote or defend: ‘You’d better 

not say that. It’s not politically correct.’ Of course, no-one was in danger 

of imprisonment or death for voicing views that were rapidly going out 

of fashion. 

 

Nowadays in the tabloid press, the term is used in deadly seriousness 

by those who feel that traditional values are being silenced: ‘It’s 

political correctness gone mad.’ The stakes are higher now. Laws that 

politicians may have supported with the laudable aims of protecting 

certain minority groups are vulnerable to being used to silence public 

discourse about some topics. There is a danger that freedoms of 

expression on moral issues are being eroded and that people can lose 

their jobs or be imprisoned for presenting an alternative point of view. 

 

Christians increasingly find themselves out of step with Western society 

on a number of issues. These include matters of sexuality, abortion, 

gender identity or presenting Jesus as the only way to God. In some of 

these areas, society seems to have made up its mind that the Biblical 

perspective on these subjects is wrong. The debate was over decades 

ago and anyone who still thinks differently is just being nasty. 

 

Of course, there is no place among Christian disciples for actual racism 

or sexism (which some critics of ‘political correctness’ also seem to 

defend). If we are to call ourselves followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

however, we must believe that what God says on all moral issues is the 

truth. If asked what the scriptural position on these topics is, we must 

tell or, even better, show people what the Bible says about them. Our 

attitude should be the same as the Lord Jesus’ own: he who sent me is 
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true, and I declare to the world what I have heard from him (1). 

 

We must never forget, however, to love the people with whom we 

disagree. The Christian has no wish to insult, exclude or hurt anyone in 

any way. Some of them feel marginalised by what the Bible says and 

they need a lot of explanation before they are in a position to understand 

where we are coming from and to feel confident that our beliefs rest in 

the context of a loving God. We wish to reach them just as the Lord did. 

We must resemble Him more than the Pharisees in approach while 

remaining faithful to His scriptural values. 

 

Paul asked the Ephesians to pray for his gospel preaching that I might 

declare it boldly, as I ought to speak (2). Alongside this, Peter advises 

us to do it with gentleness and respect (3). When expressing ‘forbidden’ 

opinions we must avoid doing so aggressively. We need to be careful 

against foregrounding controversial subjects when preaching the gospel 

in a way which can risk diverting attention from the cross of Christ, 

which should be front and centre of our presentation. The message of 

the cross is offensive enough in itself to all, majority or minority, with 

its insistence that all have sinned and all need a Saviour, that there is 

nothing we can do to earn God’s acceptance ourselves and that we must 

depend 100% on what Jesus did for us at Calvary. Paul even speaks of 

the offence of the cross in Galatians 5:11. We must avoid deliberately 

adding in any other sources of offence as far as it depends on us. 

 

We must pray for great wisdom in believing, practicing and teaching 

exactly what the Bible says, whether politically correct or not, and at 

the same time doing so with the meekness, compassion and love shown 

by the Lord Jesus in reaching the lost. 

 

References: (1) Jn 8:26 (2) Eph.6:20 (3) 1 Pet.3:15 

 

Bible references are from the ESV. 
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God’s Spiritual House - Christ & Us 
CHIEF CORNERSTONE AND LIVING STONES 
Stephen Hickling, Birmingham, England 
 

Jesus is the stone … the cornerstone (1). These expressions, ‘the stone’ 

and ‘the cornerstone’, were treated by the Lord Jesus as titles belonging 

to himself, and were also applied to him by his apostles. In this article, 

we will consider what they express regarding the Lord’s position and 

work in relation to the house of God. To understand these expressions 

properly, we must consider their meaning in the context of the various 

Old Testament passages from which they are taken. 

 

The Lord Jesus himself helpfully drew together several of these Old 

Testament references, citing or alluding to them in conclusion to the 

parable he told regarding the tenants of the vineyard (2). This was a 

parable, spoken against the elders, the teachers of the law and the chief 

priests, in which the Lord exposed their hostility towards him and 

warned of its consequences. Like the tenants in the parable, those 

religious leaders had been given responsibility in the vineyard, that is 

in the kingdom of God (3): they were to cultivate that vineyard (the 

hearts of God’s people, Israel) in such a way that the owner (God 

himself) would receive the fruit of their love for him. But the leaders’ 

contempt for God, which would be demonstrated most vividly in the 

way they would treat his Son, would result in swift judgment upon them. 

 

To reinforce the meaning of the parable, the Lord Jesus drew from the 

Psalms and the Prophets (Isaiah and Daniel), replacing the image of the 

horticultural project that depicted the kingdom of God (the vineyard) 

with an architectural one relating to God’s house (a building project in 

which contempt for the Architect’s design also results in catastrophe!). 

 

Psalm 118 

First, the Lord quoted Psalm 118:22-23 (4): The stone the builders 

rejected has become the cornerstone; the Lord has done this, and it is 

marvellous in our eyes. This psalm, the climax of the Egyptian Hallel, 

celebrates God’s loyal, covenant love and traces the journey of his 

chosen nation, Israel, from slavery to victory and then, to the gates of 

Zion’s temple. Israel appears to be personified in this Psalm and, so, she 

may be the cornerstone of verse 22: she was rejected by the great 

empire-builders of old (Egypt, Assyria and Babylon), but chosen by 

God to be at the centre of his temple project - the nation through whom 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20118%3A22-23%20&version=NIV


 

      111 

he would communicate the truth regarding his dwelling-place. Or, it 

may be a reference to Israel’s king, to David, who was rejected by his 

own family but selected by God to rule over his people. Either way, we 

note that this stone is human, living! 

 

Jesus’ use of verse 22 reveals a sharper Messianic focus. It is clear from 

his application of it that he considered himself to be the Stone, spoken 

of prophetically (though, perhaps, unknowingly) by the Psalmist. He, 

the Messiah of Israel, would be utterly rejected by men, even by his 

own, the people of Israel and, especially, by their leaders - those 

‘builders’ to whom God had given a special stewardship. He would be 

oppressed and surrounded by his enemies as he hung upon the cross. 

Yet, he is the Stone chosen by the divine Architect and precious to him. 

And, in the victory of his resurrection and ascension (5), he has become 

the Cornerstone - set in heavenly Zion (6) as both the foundation and 

the most impressive, central feature of God’s ultimate temple design. 

 

As we come as living stones to him, the living Stone, in submission to 

his authority and obedience to his commands, we find that God has a 

place for us in this spiritual building (7). And, like the Cornerstone upon 

whom we are built and from whom we take our line (8), we too can face 

the rejection of this world secure in the knowledge that we are chosen 

by God and precious to him! (9) 

 

Isaiah 8 

Next, the Lord alluded to Isaiah 8:13-15 (10): 

 

The Lord Almighty is the one you are to regard as holy, he is the one 

you are to fear, he is the one you are to dread. He will be a holy place; 

for both Israel and Judah he will be a stone that causes people to 

stumble and a rock that makes them fall. And for the people of 

Jerusalem he will be a trap and a snare. Many of them will stumble; 

they will fall and be broken, they will be snared and captured. 

 

The theme of Isaiah chapters 7 to 9 is expressed in the name Immanuel 

- God with us. This truth, that God was with the people of Judah, was 

the reason they need not fear the Aram-Israel alliance or the subsequent 

Assyrian invasion. Instead, Isaiah exhorted his countrymen to fear the 

Lord Almighty, who would deliver them from the Assyrian threat. In 

this context, God himself is said to be the stone - a synecdoche (a figure 

of speech in which a part is made to represent the whole or vice versa) 

for the entire house, the sanctuary of God’s dwelling (11) - a place of 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%208%3A13-15%20&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%207-9%20&version=NIV
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rest and security for those who fear him, but of judgment and loss for 

those who do not (12). So, we note that the Stone is not only human; he 

is also divine! 

 

Ezekiel 37:15-28 describes the future millennial kingdom, when Christ 

will reign from Jerusalem, and the tribes In the incarnation of the Son 

of God, the glory of Immanuel, anticipated by the experience of God’s 

presence in the house of God in tabernacle and temple days, was on 

display (13). That glory should have struck fear into the hearts of 

Israel’s leaders; instead, they planned to kill him and take what 

belonged to him for themselves. They stumbled on the Stone and the 

result was that their plans were shattered (14); their privileges in 

relation to God’s house and kingdom were taken away from them and 

given to others (15). 

 

Now, those privileges are extended to us who, by the obedience that 

comes from faith, build our lives upon the Cornerstone, the Rock (16). 

Those who believe and build on that foundation cannot fail; those who 

build on any other foundation will never succeed; their plans will come 

to nothing (17). 

 

Daniel 2 

Finally, the Lord alluded to Daniel 2:34: While you were watching, a 

rock was cut out, but not by human hands. It struck the statue on its feet 

of iron and clay and smashed them. Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, 

the silver and the gold were all broken to pieces and became like chaff 

on a threshing floor in the summer. The wind swept them away without 

leaving a trace. But the rock that struck the statue became a huge 

mountain and filled the whole earth (18). 

 

Daniel interpreted Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, in which the king was 

given a vision of things that would happen at the end of this world’s 

history. The rock, which fell on the statue, smashing it and grinding it 

to dust, represented a king and a kingdom to be established by the God 

of heaven (19). The vision points us beyond the confounding of the 

plans of God’s enemies to their final subjugation and destruction when, 

at last, the glory of the one who has been invested with all authority will 

be seen throughout the earth as well as the heavens. 

 

God’s house is often associated in the Scriptures with a mountain - the 

place where heaven and earth come together. Nebuchadnezzar’s dream 

points us to events still future, when God’s mountain will fill the whole 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezek%2037%3A15-28&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Dan%202%3A34&version=NIV
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earth - a house that will endure forever and a kingdom that will never 

be destroyed (20). The one who will bring these events to fruition is the 

one in whom the whole plan of God is held together, the Cornerstone in 

whose very person heaven and earth are eternally joined. He’s the 

human Stone, once despised and rejected; the divine stumbling Stone, 

chosen by God to confound and shatter the plans of God’s enemies. And 

he’s the Rock, who will one day soon put all his enemies under his feet. 

 

References: (1) Acts 4:11 (2) Recorded in Matt.21:33-46, Mk.12:1-12 

and Lk.20:9-19 (3) Matt.21:43 (4) Matt.21:42; Mk.12:10-11; Lk.20:17  

(5) Acts 4:10-11 (6) Isa.28:16; 1 Pet.2:6 (7) 1 Pet.2:7-8 (8) Eph.2:20-

22 (9) 1 Pet.2:7,9-10 (10) Matt.21:44a; Lk.20:18a (11) See Isa.8:14a  

(12) Compare Isa.8:13-14a with Isa.8:14b. See also Isa.28:16 (13) Jn 

1:14 (14) Isa.8:9-10 (15) Matt.21:43 (16) Eph.2:20-22 (17) 1 Pet.2:6-

8; Matt.7:24-27 (18) Matt.21:44b; Lk.20:18b (19) Dan.2:44  

(20) Dan.2:44; 2 Sam.7:16 

 

Bible references from the NIV. 
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Global Issues 
NECKS QUESTION? 
Martin Jones, Hamilton, Canada 
 
Some people seem to have a real appetite for it, while others go out of 

their way to avoid it – but it’s impossible to completely eliminate it. 

You’ll find it talked about from your neighbour’s house to the White 

House, from kitchen tables to board tables. Speaking of boards, it’s even 

got a board game named after it! Whether due to fright or delight, it’s a 

four-letter word that can send shivers up spines: R-I-S-K. 

 

The U.S. President was possibly grappling with it recently as he decided 

to bomb Iran. What’s the risk that Iran is close to developing nuclear 

weapons? What’s the risk if the bombs miss their target? What’s the risk 

of retaliation by Iran? 

 

I suspect that a lot of people instinctively look at risk as what can go 

wrong – risk is bad so … play it safe … be conservative … better safe 

than sorry …However, Canadian ice hockey star Wayne Gretzky 

famously said, ‘You miss 100% of the shots you don’t take.’ While 

statistically inarguable, there’s a deeper point that conservatism has its 

consequences. In fact, opting to do nothing – perhaps paralyzed by risk 

- can itself be risky. This was where four Israelite lepers got to in a literal 

case of ‘do or die’: If we say, ‘Let us enter the city,’ the famine is in the 

city, and we shall die there. And if we sit here, we die also. So now come, 

let us go over to the camp of the Syrians. If they spare our lives we shall 

live, and if they kill us we shall but die’ (1). 

 

For the servant of Christ, doing nothing isn’t an option. The man who 

did nothing but bury his ‘talent’ rather than take on risk and invest it 

received harsh words from his master (2). Serving in a church of God 

can also be (should be?) a ‘risky business.’ In Romans 16:3-4 we 

discover that Priscilla and Aquila ‘risked their necks’ for Paul. Given 

what history suggests ultimately befell the apostle, that’s possibly to be 

taken literally; regardless, the pair were prepared to put everything on 

the line. 

 

Our necks aren’t just a convenient place to hang things around; I don’t 

know about yours, but so far mine’s done a pretty good job of ensuring 

my head stays connected to the rest of my body! To lose your neck 

wouldn’t be so much careless as catastrophic. But to the pair, the 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2016%3A3-4&version=ESV
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thought of losing Paul was worse. This says as much about their opinion 

of themselves as it does about their valuation of the apostle. But what 

would we be prepared to risk for our brothers and sisters in Christ? And 

what about Christ Himself? 

 

Judas and Silas risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

(3), while Epaphroditus nearly died for the work of Christ, risking his 

life (4) – possibly by carrying on his mission rather than get medical 

care. For Paul, risk wasn’t an occasional visitor – he lived with it, asking 

why should we … risk our lives hour by hour? (5). The surrounding 

verses give an insight into the Christian’s true risk equation - the life 

risked will be a life resurrected. And this will be no distant destiny 

where the return of the Lord is seen as imminent (6). 

 

It was the same calculation for the unnamed of Hebrews 10:34 and 

11:35 as they put themselves in otherwise intolerable situations to gain 

an even better resurrection (7). As missionary Jim Elliott famously said, 

“he is no fool who loses what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot 

lose.” Perhaps he was thinking of the victor’s crown of life promised to 

those faithful to the point of death in Smyrna (8). After all, what does it 

profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? (9). 

 

What’s our risk appetite, in spiritual terms – what are we prepared to 

invest, to put on the line? May we be like that risk-taking good and 

faithful servant to whom his master said, Come and share your master’s 

happiness! (10). 

 

Reference: (1) 2 Kgs.7:4 (2) Matt.25:26-30 (3) Acts 15:27 (4) 

Phil.2:25,30 (5) 1 Cor.15:30 NLT (6) Jas.5:8 (7) Heb.11:35 NIV (8) 

Rev.2:10 (9) Mk.8:36 (10) Matt.25:21 NIV 

 

Bible references are from the ESV, unless otherwise stated. 
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Wisdom in Winning Souls 
ATHEISM 
Geoff Hydon, Mount Forest, Canada 
 

The Bible records some citizens of Thessaloniki in ancient Greece 

turned from idols to serve the living and true God (1). This sounds like 

evidence of a conversion from atheism to Christianity. However, that 

would be incorrect, since we are explicitly told that these people were 

idol worshippers; they already had a god or gods. Atheism means belief 

there is no god. Already this series has considered conversions from 

Hinduism to Christianity, which is more similar to the experience of the 

Thessalonians. It is one thing to wrongly believe in the existence of a 

god, and another (which is actually also an expression of faith) to think 

there simply is no God. It is the latter that this article is addressing. Who 

should we interview about that, to provide a sketch that might prove 

helpful to you as Christians wanting atheists you know to become 

believers in God, and more than that, believers in Christ as God? 

 

Well, in one respect we could ask any born-again Christian, as they 

might initially have been either a professed atheist or maybe one 

without knowing it! The Bible teaches that all of us were born as 

unrighteous sinners with no desire to even seek after God (2), and facing 

God’s judgment as such. It goes on to show that belief in Christ changes 

that (3), so theoretically each of us Christians could in varying degrees 

of clarity give an account of how that change came about. Doubtless for 

some, that transition was a ‘darkness to light’ experience, seemingly an 

instantaneous change. For others the process was slower. It won’t be 

enough to just know how other people were converted. First we must 

“walk the talk”; Gandhi famously said: “I like your Christ, but not your 

Christianity.” Christlikeness will be more effective than mere words. 

But we must reason with people, not rely entirely on emotional 

persuasion (4). Combining these necessary aspects certainly impressed 

well-known atheists. Reading about other’s conversions may make us 

wiser in winning souls. 

 

For instance, Prof. Anthony Flew, a leading philosopher (and atheist) in 

his day (1923-2010), became a ‘deist”, believing in God, although not 

necessarily the “Christian” God. He wrote a book about it (5,6). His 

conversion resulted from thinking through the concept we now 

shorthand as “Intelligent Design.” He reasoned the universe must have  
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had a cause outside of itself, and an intelligent source at that. This may 

be one line of reasoning we can employ. 

 

The objective is not to win an argument, but to encourage an open-

minded consideration of the issues. If we were to have interviewed C.S. 

Lewis (of Narnia fame) we might see that he was a reluctant convert! 

But he did not just step away from his chosen atheism to ‘deism’; he 

fully accepted the God of the Bible. You can suggest atheists read his 

account in “Surprised by Joy” (6). The convincing thought process that 

resulted in his conversion from atheism to Christianity is reflected in 

his interesting approach in “Mere Christianity” (6). Every atheist needs 

to acknowledge sin, and Christ as Saviour, in order to be saved. 

 

So, in helping people move from atheism to Christianity we may ask 

they evaluate design arguments, and then consider human morality’s 

source, which ultimately relies on necessary objective standards that 

atheism cannot satisfactorily explain. The Bible does. Thus, we may 

show the logic of Christian belief: It first explains the origin of the 

universe, the essence of how and why. It reasons the Creator will 

communicate with the persons created, having given them intelligence 

to receive it, first, oral then written, then in Person. It satisfies the 

logical need of each successive generation for information from the 

Creator, provided with clarity, continuity and consistency (the Bible). 

 

Logically the best person to describe God is God, and that pervades the 

Bible, revealing God’s verifiable attributes: how He has displayed them 

throughout human history, while always evidencing both absolute 

justice and immeasurable love - societal needs for morality. It provides 

the answer to mankind’s conscious awareness of their failure to meet 

God their Maker’s requirements. It gives meaning and purpose to our 

lives, and outlines what the future holds (in contrast to purposeless 

atheism). Hopefully that is enough to get us started in loving, helpful 

contact with those caught in the trap of unwarranted wrong belief 

through misinformation; but they can get on the path to being born 

again … through the word of God which lives and abides forever (7). 

 

Footnotes: (1) 1 Thess.1:9 (2) Rom.3:10; Ps.51:5; Eph.2:3 (3) 

Rom.6:22-23 (4) Acts 19:8 ESV (5) “There Is a God: How the World's 

Most Notorious Atheist Changed His Mind”; see also references in 

Brian Johnston’s “If Atheism is True …” (Hayes Press). (6) See also 

Timothy Keller’s “The Reason for God” (2018). These publications are 

helpful as far as they go, though we cannot subscribe to all the authors 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Thess.1%3A9%3B%20Rom.3%3A10%3B%20Ps.51%3A5%3B%20Eph.2%3A3%3B%20Rom.6%3A22-23&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Thess.1%3A9%3B%20Rom.3%3A10%3B%20Ps.51%3A5%3B%20Eph.2%3A3%3B%20Rom.6%3A22-23&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2019%3A8&version=ESV
https://bit.ly/3YrjUYs
https://bit.ly/3YrjUYs
https://books2read.com/b/IfAtheismIsTrue
https://bit.ly/3N0fLZ8
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say; we invite our readers to request our further comment on any 

question they may have. (7) 1 Pet.1:23 NKJV 

 

Bible references from the NIV, unless otherwise stated. 
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The Supremacy of Christ 
HEAD OF THE CHURCH 
James Needham, Birmingham, England 
 

In the spectacular opening of his letter to the Ephesians, Paul unveils a 

glorious exposition of the eternal purpose of God who works all things 

according to the counsel of his will (1). Through a work which was 

planned by the Father, performed by the Son and perfected by the Spirit, 

we who once were dead in sin have been chosen, redeemed and 

limitlessly blessed. This purpose spans the ages, and its 

accomplishment is bound up in the Lord Jesus Christ, who fully 

revealed the plan to mankind and is Himself its fulfilment, for God shall 

unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth (2). 

 

Central to the achievement of this divine purpose is the cross-work of 

Christ. It was by the shedding of His blood that He enabled our 

redemption (3), and by His resurrection and ascension that this purpose 

is secured, for the Man of Calvary now sits far above all rule and 

authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is 

named, not only in this age but also in the one to come (4). It is He, by 

and for whom all thrones and dominions, rulers and authorities were 

first created, who has now been revealed as the head of all rule and 

authority (5), all things having been placed under His feet (6). And it is 

in this context of the supreme pre-eminence of the Lord Jesus that Paul, 

in his correspondence both to Ephesus and Colossae, introduces His 

title as head of the body, the church (7). 

 

The Lord Jesus has been building this Church since the day of Pentecost 

(8), when the apostles and first believers were baptised in the Spirit (9). 

Since then, everyone who has put saving faith in Him has been similarly 

baptised and so become a member of His body (10). This Church is a 

unique congregation (11) which never meets on earth but, through the 

exercise of Spirit-given gifts in local churches, its members are built up 

to grow in Christlikeness and each local assembly is enabled to adopt 

something of the character of this glorious Church (12). 

 

As the Church is described as the body, it is the Lord who is described 

as its head, for just as the body cannot exist without the head, so His 

Church depends entirely on Him. By the laying down of His life, He is 

its Saviour (13) and as its head He cherishes and nourishes the body 

(14), giving it direction and unity both of function and purpose (15). 
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But there is more to this title than metaphor, for the relationship of 

Christ and His Church tells us something about the supremacy of the 

Son and the glory of the Church He is building. Ephesians 2 goes on to 

trace the transformational work of God in the lives of those who were 

by nature children of wrath. By God’s merciful intervention, rooted in 

His great love, He has not only made us alive, but has raised us up with 

him and seated us with him in the heavenly places (16), elevated to 

where Christ is! 

 

Appointed by God to bring this majestic purpose to light, Paul 

proclaimed the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created 

all things, so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might 

now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places 

(17). So it is that the Church now stands, and shall stand throughout the 

eternal ages, as the demonstration of divine power and grace, the 

unassailable display of the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness 

toward us in Christ Jesus (18). What an honour! 

 

As head of this glorious congregation, God has appointed His exalted 

Son that we might live with Him in dynamic, progressive unity. How 

fitting that the head of such a glorious Church should be the pre-eminent 

One who is by nature the image of the invisible God (19) and has in His 

exaltation been made head over all things (20). And since He and no 

lesser is our head, it’s to Him and no other that we are called upon to 

hold fast (21). 

 

References: (1) Eph.1:5 (2) Eph.1:3-14 (3) verse 7 (4) Eph.1:21 (5) 

Col.2:10 (6) Eph.1:22 (7) Eph.1:22-23; Col.1:18 (8) Matt.16:18 (9) 

Acts 1:4-5 (10) 1 Cor.12:13 (11) Eph.4:4 (12) Eph.4:11-14; 1 

Cor.12:27 (13) Eph.5:23,25 (14) Eph.5:29 (15) Eph.4:15-16 (16) see 

Eph.2:1-6 (17) Eph.3:8-10 (18) Eph.2:7 (19) Col.1:15 (20) Eph.1:22;  

(21) Col.2:19 

 

Bible references from the ESV. 
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Honourable Women –  
Serving the Purposes of God 
MARY MAGDALENE 
Ian Lithgow, Glasgow, Scotland 
 

She came from Magdala, a town located on the west of the lake of 

Galilee within the tribe of Naphtali. It was an area in which the Son of 

God spent many days of His ministry. Edersheim (1) makes mention of 

a thriving dyeing industry. It was also known for its trade in doves and 

pigeons; this was a prosperous city but noted by the Rabbis as an area 

that had a low moral reputation. How Mary came to be possessed by 

seven evil spirits (some translations say demons) is not indicated in the 

opening verses of Luke 8:1-3. Much has been written about Mary’s 

character, which has no basis of fact from the Scriptures. One provided 

item regarding Mary is that she was a woman of means (2). 

 

Amongst six recorded individuals (3) that suffered from Satanic activity, 

Mary Magdalene is the only one in which it states, ‘And certain women 

which had been healed of evil spirits … Mary that was called 

Magdalene.’ The others are described as possessing ‘unclean’ spirits. Of 

the two descriptions, the evil spirit that afflicted Mary carries a ‘stronger 

meaning’ (4). Perhaps this suggests to us just how Mary was in the 

complete thrall of Satan’s power and control. Our understanding from 

the Scriptures of what demon possession is, is a picture of violence, 

torment, destruction and being bound (5). 

 

Mary’s life was one of misery and chaos as demon possession roots an 

individual in the dominion of darkness (6). Then she met Jesus. Great 

was her possession, greater still His power and love. Satan’s mastery 

over her life was finished, she now had a new Master; He set her free 

and released in her a depth of love toward Him that never lacked 

intensity. Perhaps the words of Solomon’s song resonate. ‘Then was I 

in his eyes as one that found peace’ (7). 

 

The RV and other versions in Luke 8:3 state that Mary and other women 

‘ministered unto them/Him of their substance.’ From Mary seven 

demons had gone out, Mary’s response was from her heart, her freedom 

was surrendered to the service of the Son of God. Mary became a 

servant after meeting the Son of God, she followed Him for the 

remainder of her life. She was one of the women standing near by (8) 

the cross; what feelings did she experience as she stood there beholding 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lk%208%3A1-3&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lk%208%3A3&version=ASV
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the suffering of the one who set her free? She was helpless to do 

anything for Him other than stand there as His follower. 

 

John 20:1-18 is the final mention of Mary Magdalene. We find her in 

the garden next to the tomb after the resurrection. Mary was alone. She 

was in a state of great sorrow, inconsolable, confused and not 

understanding the recent events. Mary’s tears are noted repeatedly 

(verses 11,13,15); her tears were for Him, her ‘Lord.’ She would have 

done the impossible to see Him again, then He drew near and she heard 

that familiar voice as He said to her, ‘Mary.’ Jesus came to Mary first 

after His resurrection (9). He might have appeared first unto His mother 

or disciples, but He chose to appear to Mary in the garden, to bring to 

her the solace she needed, He took account of the depth of her feelings. 

 

Through meeting Him for the first time, then serving Him in the days 

of His ministry, she stood with Him at His cross and sought Him at the 

resurrection - that made her an honourable woman. Serving the purpose 

of God, her actions sprang from a love that had its beginning in Magdala 

when He claimed her for His own; she never forgot it. 

 

Paul writing to the disciples in Rome touchingly says, … including you 

who are called to belong to Jesus Christ (9). Our conversion will not 

have been as dramatic as Mary’s, but we share together the truth we 

belong to Jesus Christ. 

 

Footnotes: (1) In his well-known ‘The Life and Times of Jesus the 

Messiah,’ (Eerdmans 1980) volume 1, page 571/2. (2) Lk.8:3 (3) Three 

male Lk.4:33; 8:27; 9:39, and three female Mk.7:25-26; Lk.8:2;13:16 

(4) See Vine’s Dictionary of New Testament Words, under: BAD (5) 

See Lk.4:33-35; 8:26-35; 9:38-43; 13:10-17 (6) see Col.1:13 (7) Songs 

8:10 ASV (8) See Jn 19:25 (9) John 20:11-18 (10) Rom.1:6 ESV 

 

Bible references are from the NIV, unless otherwise stated. 
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Mission: 
PRACTICAL DISCIPLE-MAKING 
 

A great joy of oversight work is conducting ‘interviews’ for addition to 

a local church of God, but recent correspondence from Lawrence 

Onyokoko, a full-time evangelist in West Africa, highlights some of the 

practical challenges and emphasizes the weightiness of this 

responsibility. Although there isn’t a ‘how-to’ in the New Testament, 

addition is part of a clear discipleship process that also includes 

responding to the gospel, being baptized in obedience, and growing 

through instruction (Matt.28:19–20; Acts 2:41–42). 

 

Assurance of Sovereign Action 

The timing of baptism and addition after salvation is an important 

consideration. In Acts, 9 conversions were immediately followed by 

baptism, although the timing of addition isn’t always clear. Today, 

timing varies according to individual circumstances and factors, but we 

need to be very clear about one thing: in every case clear assurance must 

first be received that the Lord is indeed adding to their number, for it is 

He who does the adding, not overseers or the church (see Acts 2:47). 

Therefore, we must neither rush ahead nor delay unnecessarily. 

 

Assurance of Salvation 

As we are certain the Lord never adds the unsaved, we need to be 

assured that applicants have assurance themselves of a biblical 

experience of salvation, part of which involves the change of repentance. 

Lawrence notes that some testimonies are dramatic, citing a former 

alcoholic who was famously said to have joked, “In my house, Jesus 

not only turned water into wine — He turned wine into furniture,” 

describing his miraculous transformation into a stable, responsible man. 

But Lawrence rightly says that even when quiet, all conversion stories 

he hears are miracles in themselves. He recalls an interview at which a 

teenager admitted to stealing before they were saved. Her honesty 

reminded him of his own past when, as a child, he once stole meat from 

his mother’s pot and carried the guilt for weeks. Another time, he 

shoplifted a pencil and was made to lift cartons in the store’s warehouse 

as punishment. But, at age twelve, he met the Lord and was wonderfully 

changed. 

 

Assurance of Sincerity 

Lawrence emphasises the importance of seeking the Spirit’s guidance 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt.28%3A19%E2%80%9320%3B%20Acts%202%3A41%E2%80%9342&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%202%3A41%3B%208%3A12-13%2C%2038%3B%209%3A18%3B%2010%3A48%3B%2016%3A15%2C33%3B%2018%3A8%3B%2019%3A5&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%202%3A47&version=NKJV
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in order to identify instances of deception. Interviews, he says, can be 

unpredictable, recalling a session with Anthony Nemi where the 

candidates had each rehearsed superficial responses: “I heard the word, 

I knelt down, I prayed to God for salvation.” One man was offended 

when he was asked questions that he never expected and couldn’t 

answer, and the interviews had to be halted. 

 

Assurance of Sanctification 

It’s important, too, that those being added understand and accept the 

‘set-apart standards’ the Lord expects of disciples in churches of God, 

and in some cases take action prior to addition. Lawrence highlights a 

particular challenge in Liberia where cohabitation is widespread and 

formal marriage undervalued. “If you insist on marriage as a condition 

for church membership here, you won’t succeed,” a fellow believer 

warned, revealing the cultural challenge to be faced. Over time, 

Lawrence has appreciated the value of gently probing beyond simple 

questions that receive only vague or monosyllabic answers. Asking 

clear and discerning questions about sensitive issues like marriage and 

family is key so that those in unresolved situations can “regularize” 

their marital status in accordance with Scripture in an agreed timeframe. 

 

Another cultural challenge is so-called ‘African Science’ – belief in 

curses and spells, or illnesses caused by ancestors or spiritual forces. 

Explaining such phenomena in purely medical terms often falls on deaf 

ears. In many communities’ hospitals are a last resort, with traditional 

healers often the first. Lawrence reports that, during the Ebola crisis, 

this had tragic consequences. Clearly such beliefs and practices are not 

compatible with service in a church of God. 

 

Interviews, then, are vital spiritual checkpoints, not administrative steps 

— whether we’re confirming salvation, clarifying marriage situations, 

or navigating cultural beliefs, wisdom, sensitivity, and the guidance of 

the Holy Spirit is needed. Let’s pray for those to whom this important 

responsibility falls in our churches today across the globe, that they may 

display God-glorifying grace at the same time as upholding His 

precious truth. 

 

Editors 


