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FROM PSALM 119.

BLESSED are they that are perfect in the way (verse 1).

They do no unrighteousness; they walk in His ways (verse 3).

Oh. that my ways were established to observe Thy statutes!
(verse 5).

Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way by taking heed
thereto according to Thy Word? (verse 9).

I have rejoiced in the way of Thy testimonies (verse 14).

I will ...have respect unto Thy ways (verse 15).

I declared my ways and Thou answeredst me (verse 26).

Make me to understand the way of Thy precepts (verse 27).

Remove from me the way of falsehood (verse 29).

I have chosen the way of faithfulness (verse 30).

I will run the way of Thy commandments (verse 32).

Teach me, O Jehovah the way of Thy statutes (verse 33).

Quicken me in Thy ways (verse 37).

I thought on my ways (verse 59).

I have refrained my feet from every evil way (verse 101).

I hate every false way (verse 104).

I hate every false way (verse 128).

All my ways are before Thee (verse 168).



BELIEF IN GOD.

UNDER the above heading one of the London daily newspapers
recently devoted rather less than a column of its space to a
review, or rather a notice, of a book by a somewhat noted prelate
of the so-called Anglican Church. In this book we are told that
the author, who is perhaps (so the paper says) the greatest
theologian of the Church of England, endeavours, in the light of
the newest knowledge and criticism, to construct a rational fabric
of belief from the foundation. We are told that he makes
concession to what has been called the modern spirit by saying
that it is certain, in his judgment, that the early chapters of
Genesis, the accounts of Creation, Eden, the Fall, the Flood, are
not historical records, but inspired folk-lore, whatever he may
mean by that.

So, like all the modern so-called critics, who make a great
parade of their rationality, he sets his judgment in diametrical
opposition to the words of the Lord Jesus Christ.

In a professed atheist or agnostic this is what might be
expected. But here we have a man who holds high office in a
community which professes to be Christian, which professes to
revere the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and this is all they care
for what the Lord Jesus says about the matter.

It must be remembered that when the Lord Jesus Christ was
asked by the Jewish leaders of His day about the matter of putting
away a wife, He bases His answer upon what God had said when
He made man male and female. Compare carefully the records in
the gospels, Matt.19:3-6; Mk.10:2-9, with the narratives in
Gen.1:27, and Gen.2:21-24.

Now can any fair-minded man deny that in these
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than in seeking, as he. should do, to learn reverently what God
would teach him thereby.

That this is no fancy of ours is, we think, proved by the
following: in writing of the virgin birth of Christ, the author of
Belief'in God says very properly: “I cannot imagine how the birth
of the really sinless man could have occurred without some
physical miracle, so sure do I feel that sin has somehow affected
the physical stock.” We pass by the “somehow” with the remark
that if he read his Bible with the reverential credence that it
deserves, the book of Moses, in the part that we call Genesis,
would have told him plainly how it happened.

But after making this proper remark of the need of something
out of the common in order that a sinless man might be born, our
theologian (will it be believed?) tries to strengthen his position
by something that Huxley once said to him. Huxley, we are told,
did not believe that the Lord Jesus was sinless, but, if he had
believed this, he would suppose that this involved a physical as
well as a moral miracle. So that the truth of the Bible could not
have been considered firmly established till such men as Huxley
had made some such admission as this! As a worker in science in
the branches he had made his own, and his mind was one of
wonderful breadth, Huxley was an authority of the highest order.
But when it comes to letting him be the critic whose say is to
determine the credibility of the scripture narrative, it is absurd in
the last degree!

It comes to this: either the Lord Jesus Christ was just a man,
notably greater and better than others, and that is all; or else He
was, as He Himself said, the eternal equal of His eternal Father.
If the former, then, as He made claims about Himself that cannot
be rightly made for any mere man ever so good or ever so great,
it follows that we must not believe in Him. But if we do believe
in Him, we must credit what He said
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about Himself, and this means that we believe that He knows all
things. He is too wise to make a mistake, as He is too true to
deceive.

While we select a few things from the notice we have seen in
order to make the above necessary comments upon them, we do
not attempt anything of a comprehensive character. We think,
however, that we ought to warn all our readers against the subtle
forms of infidelity, for it is nothing less, that can be contained in
a book called Belief in God and written by a high dignitary of the
Church of England.

C. M. LUXMOORE.

DARK DAYS.

THE days in which we live are surely dark days, and the
depressing effects are not only being felt by those who are of the
world, but also those who through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ
have the right to be called children of God. As Elijah and the
widow and others of God’s people in the days of Ahab, King of
Israel (1 Kgs.17.), and the early disciples in the days of Claudius
Caesar (Acts 11:28), so the people of God to-day are called upon
to suffer in common with others.

But as God provided for Elijah by means of the ravens and by
means of the poor widow’s handful of meal and small cruse of
oil, so he also supplied the need of the early disciples through
their brethren. Though the latter were themselves suffering
tribulation (2 Cor.38), yet the grace of God did so abound in them
that, though poor themselves, with joy they helped the poorer
ones. Therefore, those in like state in this our day may well be
exhorted and encouraged.
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There are valuable lessons to be learned at such dark
depressing seasons and we shall suffer eternal loss if we ignore
them. Not the least of these lessons is the lesson of faith in God,
the trial of which is more precious than gold that perisheth (1
Pet.1:6). God’s object in the trial of faith is to purify it and prove
that it is unalloyed with unbelief or earthly affections, so that we
may lean hard upon the all-sufficient arm of Jehovah and shun
the arm of flesh.

God, who sitteth above the water-floods, working all things
after the counsel of His own will, has stored in these dark,
depressing clouds, spiritual blessings for His people. He turneth
them round about by His counsel, that they may do whatsoever
He commandeth upon the face of the habitable world (Job 37:12).

How changeable the clouds appear to be, yet how expressive
of human history and experience; but the child of God has the
assurance and comfort that every stormy wind that blows is but
fulfilling His word (Ps.148.). Is it not well to ask ourselves: “Is
there a cloud, a thick cloud over my head?” Then we may be
assured “that He causeth it to come, whether for correction, or
for His land, or for mercy” (Job 37:13).

Some of us need lessons of frugality. We have been
improvident and careless; hence the rod of correction is needed.
Perhaps we have mistaken pride for faith and, when opportunity
afforded to lay aside a portion of our earnings against the day of
need, scorned the idea, judging this to be inconsistent with our
heavenly calling, and so spent more on ourselves than was meet.
Might not godly forethought have been taken without going to
the other extreme and falling into the snare of the love of money,
against which we need diligently to guard ourselves? Then in
days of deep stress we would be thanking God, our God, for the
bright and plentiful days
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He gave. We are given the ant as an example, in Prov.8:6, and
exhorted to consider her ways and be wise.

Some of us need lessons on fruit-bearing, and so the thick
clouds are for the sake of His land. The days of prosperity and
the lack, of hostile opposition have not brought forth those
precious fruits of righteousness, and so. by the breath of God,
frost is given, resulting in a vast change: from the warm easy days
of plenty to the cold, dark days of trial. Our Beloved is seeking
His pleasant fruits of love, joy, peace, long-suffering.

Oh, that we may open wide our hearts and take in the blessings
from these dark clouds, the showers of blessing, indeed, so that
we may bring forth these fruits, which are not only pleasant but
meet. For, the land which hath drunk the rain that cometh oft
upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for them for whose sake it
is also tilled, receiveth blessing from God (Heb.6:7).

Others need lessons of mercy, but God would not only teach
us mercy and other needful lessons, He would also have us to see
His mercy, tracing it through all the sin and suffering associated
with this world’s history, yea, and beyond; from everlasting to
everlasting.

We have to learn to hear God when we least expect to find
Him, and, like Moses, we may draw aside to see a strange sight
(Ex.3.). A great sight, indeed, to see a bush burning yet not
consumed, and so it is to see God’s people pressed on every side,
yet not straitened; perplexed, yet not unto despair (2 Cor.4:8). It
is a sight we shall never see in heaven, and one we may well turn
aside to see. And while we behold the sustaining and keeping
power of God in His people, we may put off our shoes from off
our feet, as we are caused to consider at least one great sight in
this desert scene.
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We do well to remind ourselves of 1 Kgs.8:12. Jehovah said
that He would dwell in the thick darkness, as well as in the light,
to the end that we should not fail to see Him even in dark and
adverse days. There are treasures of darkness, even hidden riches
of secret places, and He betimes calls us into these dark places
that we may be enriched. So the present widespread depression
in the industrial world is but one feature among the many things,
coupled with governmental difficulties and troubles at home and
abroad, the social corruptions and the denial of the Christ, which,
when taken in conjunction with one another, surely speak very
loudly that the Lord is at hand. Wherefore, in the meantime, if
our lines have fallen in pleasant places, let us learn compassion
towards others in tribulation (1 Pet.3:8), ready to distribute and
willing to communicate, thereby laying up In store a good
foundation against the time to come (1 Tim.6:18).

J. GALLOWAY.
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THE WAY TO THE SANCTUARY.
II.

IN a former article we reminded ourselves of those duties which
are incumbent upon us before leaving our homes on the Lord’s
day. Having performed these and made ourselves presentable
without and within, and having settled before God what we
should give to the several departments for which our offerings
are needed, and thereby revealed to Him the extent of our
gratitude, and our care for His Work and workers, and our
compassion for His poor, we now set out for the place of meeting.
The hour is fixed, say, for 11 a.m., and this calls to mind the
words of Lk.22:14: “When the hour was come, He sat down
(reclined) and the apostles with Him.” We all know that this
refers to that Passover, at the time of which the Lord Himself was
to be sacrificed. Of this fact He was fully aware, and was longing
for it, as His words show, as though He was longing for the death
that was to give us life.

We think of Him hasting along to be in time to intercept the
sword already uplifted to smite us. Truly, it was a dark and
dreadful hour for Him, heavy with the appalling gloom of the
judgment of God against our sin; albeit, matchless love turned it
into an hour of supreme joy, which enabled Him to endure the
cross and despise the shame. But it is of another hour that this
passage reminds us to-day: an hour, each moment of which is
more precious than the most costly gem of earth, rich in holy joy,
the most admirable hour of all for those in the fellowship of
God’s Son, the hour of the Lord’s memorial. Our hearts fill with
love at the thought of it, and we quicken our steps lest we be late.
We have seen Lk.22:14, on the walls of some meeting rooms on
purpose to remind saints to be in time at the morning meeting,
and it always makes us feel sad
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to see them, when we call to mind the purpose for which they
were put there. Oh, those texts on the wall, and this text in the
book! What a different story they tell: the one of culpable
neglect, the other of all abounding grace. These texts have an
antique look about them, which makes us hope that they are relics
of a condition of things long since passed into history, for it is
unthinkable that they are still needed as a rebuke to late-comers.

“When the hour was come He reclined.” We all know that the
first passover was eaten in the attitude of slaves or pilgrims (see
Ex.12:11), but in the Land it was eaten in a reclining position. To
this the Jews scrupulously adhered, and the reason they gave for
doing so was that only slaves eat standing, and we are the Lord’s
free men; Jehovah has redeemed us from our bondage. To this
traditional custom the Master conforms, as we may learn from
the message sent to His disciple in the city: “Where is My guest
chamber (my place of resting or loosing), where I shall eat the
passover with My disciples?” (Mk.14:14).

The Teacher taught both by words and actions. What is the
lesson taught us here 1 We suggest that the sighing of the
prisoners and the groans of the slaves of sin and Satan had
reached His ear and touched His heart in the glory, and He had
come down to loose those who were appointed to death
(Ps.102:19,20). Among the benign purposes of His mission,
which involved His incarnation, the emblems of which we shall
see upon the furnished table, was the proclamation of liberty to
the captives and the opening of the prison doors to them that were
bound. But until this was accomplished there could be no place
of loosing for Him; hence there was no room for Him in the place
of loosing at Bethlehem (Lk.2:7). Until He had paid the ransom,
the price of loosing, though the creatures
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of His hands had their resting-places, there was no place where
He might lay His head. But now the price is paid:

“To Him ascribed be
Honour and majesty
Through all eternity,
Here and in heaven.”

Now unto Him who loveth us and loosed us from our sins, by
His own blood; and He made us to be a kingdom, to be priests
unto His God and Father, to Him be the glory and the dominion
for ever and ever. Amen.

These and many other thoughts come to us as we think of
Lk.22:14. Thus thinking, we reach the hall, enter, and take our
seats; once ten thousand talent debtors, but now loosed from all
that great debt; once Satan’s vilest slaves, but now purged
worshippers with holy boldness. Sinners, but remembering our
sins only that we may bless God that they are put away for ever,

we do not recline, we sit, though we know that:
“We have known redemption, Lord,
From bondage worse than theirs by far;
Sin held us by a stronger cord,
Yet, by His mercy, free we are.”

Among other things that struck the Queen of Sheba when she
saw the glory of Solomon was the sitting of his servants. A
greater than Solomon is here; the sitting of his servants:
reverence without dread, awe without terror.

Now at this point the way to the sanctuary undergoes a
change; hitherto it has been individual and personal, now the
individual becomes merged in the assembly, and from this point
onward to the end of the meeting it is the assembly that acts. Only
an assembly of God can make the remembrance; no other
company of saints has the power.

Now we will remind ourselves again that we are
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present before God. in the capacity of the holy priesthood (1
Pet.2.); the holy anointing oil of God is upon us, namely, the
Spirit and the Word (1 Jn 2:20-27), and all things must be done
decently and in order. Further, that the meeting is quite open for
each brother to employ his gift under the prompting of the Holy
Spirit, governed, of course, by the considerations and restrictions
named in the Word, though no individual or class of persons
regulate the proceedings. All brethren possessing the necessary
gifts enjoy the right to take part, and should feel it, not only their
privilege, but their duty to contribute something to the worship
according to their ability. This being so, it follows that the prime
and indispensable necessity for acceptable service in the
sanctuary is the help of the blessed Holy Spirit. It is only as we
are helped by Him that we can do anything that is acceptable to
God and edifying to one another. Still another word. In the
assembly one speaks in behalf of all, one leading in the
thanksgiving, the others saying the Amen. Hence he who assays
to lead in the thanksgiving should endeavour to do so in clear,
audible language, intelligible to all and worthy of the solemn
occasion, aiming at simplicity and avoiding vain repetitions,
pious expressions, stock phrases, not to mention jargon and
vulgarity, all of which tend to disfigure what might otherwise be
beautiful. There should be holy fervour, but no false fire. Since
all who are men, possessing the necessary gifts, have this holy
liberty, there should be a godly concern about the exercise of
their gifts in the sanctuary to profit withal.. The priest under the
law required to be conversant, not only with all the offerings that
were acceptable to God, but also with the manner in which they
must be offered, that his temple service might be acceptable. And
for his especial guidance the book of Leviticus was given, and it
was his duty to make himself an able minister
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about God’s holy things, by diligent attention thereto. We dare
not suppose that God requires less diligence on the part of those
who are called upon to exercise the functions of the holy
priesthood in the spiritual temple of God; wherefore: “Keep thy
foot when thou goest into the house of God, for to draw near to
hear is better than to give the sacrifice of fools, for they consider
not that they do evil. Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thy
heart be hasty to utter anything before God, for God is in heaven,
but thou art upon earth; therefore, let thy words be few”
(Eccles.5:1,2). Nevertheless, quench not the Spirit.

WILLIAM SAVIGAR.
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GOD’S BUILDING.
SOME LEADING THOUGHTS.

WE have God’s building, house or temple mentioned in 1
Corinthians,2 Corinthians, Ephesians,1 Timothy, Hebrews, and in
1 Peter twice. There is a leading thought in each case to which we
would desire to call attention.

Taking them in order, we come first to 1 Cor.3:9, where we
read: “Ye are God’s husbandry, God’s building.” The “ye” refers,
of course, to those who are addressed in 1 Cor.1:1. as “the church
of God which is in Corinth,” and the same who are mentioned in
Acts 18:8, as follows: “ And many of the Corinthians hearing,
believed and were baptised.” These as seen together were God’s
husbandry or tilled land, in the midst of a desert, as God saw it,
although men at this period and in this part of the world had
attained to high culture and thought of themselves as a husbandry
of no ordinary beauty and perfection. They were also God’s
building; that which He had brought together, wherein to work out
His will and display His wisdom. They were not only living
stones, but living stones together, built to the divine plan.

In the first and second chapters human wisdom is brought into
view, for in Athens and Corinth at this time it had reached what
was perhaps its zenith. Right in the midst of this God’s building
is placed, in which His wisdom is to be displayed as we have said,
“even the wisdom which hath been hidden, which God fore-
ordained before the worlds unto our glory” (1 Cor.2:7). The
wonder of it all is that God chose the foolish things of the world,
that He might put to shame them that are wise (1 Cor.1:27), and
not only put them to
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shame, but, through things that are not (as wise men of the world
reckon), to bring to nought the things that are (as they reckon). In
this connexion we have that outstanding statement: “The
foolishness of God is wiser than men.”

Those who build with and for God are worthy descendants of
that man of faith, Noah, who, through following the divine
instructions and building to the divine plan, condemned the world
(Heb.11:7). An opportunity is still given to exercised ones to
follow this noble example; by doing so they will find themselves
in a very small minority, but not so small as that of Noah.

This, then, we suggest, is the leading thought in connection
with God’s building in 1 Corinthians. It may be summed up briefly
as God’s wisdom as opposed to man’s; the former to be
established and the latter to come to naught. Whether it be the
wisdom of those far-off days, which was expressed in highly
artistic idolatries and fascinating philosophies, or that of our day,
which elevates itself above the revelation given, while still
retaining the Scriptures and the form of godliness, thus intruding
itself into the innermost sanctuary of God and displacing His
good, perfect and acceptable will.

The next mention is in 2 Cor.6:16: “And what agreement hath
a temple of God with idols? for we are a temple of the living God;
even as God said, I will dwell in them and walk in them; and I will
be their God; and they shall be My people.” From the verses which
precede and those which follow, it is quite clear that the leading
thought here is God’s separated people as a special treasure for
Himself, in whom He can dwell and walk and find His delight. In
order to do this they must obey the explicit command: “Be not
unequally yoked together with unbelievers”
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(verse 14); and “Come out from among them and be ye separate ”’
(verse 17). These conditions may appear stringent, but they will
be found to bring about enlargement, as indicated in verse 13. The
assurance given by our blessed Lord and Master will be found to
be true: “My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”

If we, on our part, obey and respond, then our God, on His part,
has something prepared for us, and something very choice indeed
as we might expect. This is opened up in the latter part of verse 17
and verse 18: “ I will receive you, and will be to you a Father, and
ye shall be to Me sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty."
One of our worthy spiritual ancestors used to say that the original
here would bear the word “in” added: “I will receive you in”; and
this would be quite in harmony, for God never called out without
calling in, as witness Deut.6:23: “And He brought us out from
thence that He might bring us in.” His salvation from that which
is not of Himself is always complemented by His sanctification to
that which is of Himself. Romans, with its salvation and
justification of the individual sinner, is followed by Hebrews, with
its sanctification of the people. It was a low day with Abraham when
he said of God that which was not true before Abimelech, as
recorded in Gen.20:13, in the following sad words: “ When God
caused me to wander from my father’s house.’” God called him to
go out to a land that He would afterwards show him; He placed a
definite objective before Abraham, as God always does in calling
out His own. The fact that it is written: “And he went out not
knowing whither he went,” does not modify this. True, God’s
anger was kindled against Israel, and He made them wander to
and fro in the wilderness forty years (Num.32:13), but this was
because of their disobedience. Also in a later day through sin,
chiefly
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idolatry, they were taken from their land and city and, according
to Ps.107. “They wandered in the wilderness in a desert way; they
found no city of habitation” , but when they cried unto the Lord in
their trouble, He led them by a straight way, that they might go to
a city of habitation, for this was ever God’s desire for His people.

What a loss to God and to us when Eccles.10:15, is true of any.
“The labour of fools wearieth every one of them, for he knoweth
not how to go to the city.” The city is there, although through folly
he does not know the way to it or how to go. God ever had a place
with Himself for His own, and He has a place to-day. In Ps.91. it
is called “the secret place of the Most High,” and in the scripture
under consideration it is preciously opened up to faith in the
gracious words quoted. To fail to respond through carelessness or
love of the world or deliberately to disobey the holy
commandment here delivered will rob God of what He is seeking
in us as a people for Himself, and will rob us of the unspeakable
privilege of knowing Him as our God in this special way: “I will
be their God and they shall be My people.”

The third in order is the Ephesian scripture: “Being built upon
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself
being the chief corner stone; in whom each several building fitly
framed together groweth into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom
ye also are builded together for a habitation of God in the Spirit”
(Eph.2:20-22). The leading thought here seems to be the framing
together of the buildings into one holy temple.

That the Church, which is His Body, in which all believers are,
is not in contemplation here is clear from the reference to “each
several building.” An individual believer is a living stone, but not
a building. Individuals.
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together of God in any given place form a building, and such
buildings fitly framed together form the temple or house. The
place given here to “the apostles and prophets” strengthens this,
for they laid the foundation, thus bringing human responsibility
into prominence. They not only preached Christ as the sure
resting-place for the individual sinner, but they laid Him as the
foundation once for all for the building, as well as its chief corner
stone. That foundation remains whether we, on our part, build on
it or not, similar to what we have in 1 Kgs.9:3, about the material
place and building: “Mine eyes and My heart shall be there
perpetually.” The “ye also” refers to the Ephesian church, which,
as a building, was fitly framed together with other similar
buildings, thus forming the holy temple.

We now come to what is perhaps the most arresting scripture
on this important subject, 1 Tim.3:15: “But if | tarry long, that thou
mayest know how men ought to behave themselves in the House
of God, which is the Church of the living God, the pillar and
ground of the truth.” Here the leading thought is testimony to the
truth, as so fittingly illustrated by a pillar. Not a pillar to bear, as
part of a structure, but a pillar of witness, on which eternal truth
is to be displayed; also the ground or stay of the truth. The
illustrations here used convey to us the idea of fixity and
continuity. Those whom God has brought together are expected to
hold forth the truth and maintain it at all costs. Those around may
shift and change, but they are to stand, even in the evil day, and
having done all to stand. No talk about moving with the times
must influence them. No sneers about being narrow-minded and
archaic must tempt them to take down the divine inscription and
substitute something more in harmony with modern ideas.
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We must adjust ourselves to change in the everyday things of
life, for this is necessary and lawful, but in the matter of the truth
of God our watchword must ever be: “Contend earnestly for the
faith which was once for all delivered unto the saints” (Jude 1:3).
" Once for all” must go high up on the pillar and remain there in
large letters, notwithstanding the long list of the learned which can
be produced in support of that largely modern pretention called
“higher criticism,” the inner purpose and design of which is
nothing less than to sap the foundation and remove the ancient
landmark, by trying to prove that God has not spoken once for all
in the Holy Scriptures. Elaborate their theories as they will, this
simple issue emerges. Here, then, we take our stand by grace with
and for God, whether we be many or few, and whether we be like
those plain men who were taken from their boats and nets by the
sea of Galilee, or like that more privileged man who was taken
from the feet of Gamaliel in Jerusalem. We discern a spirit in the
writings of some of these critics which is far removed from that
of the blessed company of the faithful, who down the ages
laboured with humility and industry, first to give us the “ living
oracles ” as they received them, “ at sundry times and in divers
manners ” from God, and afterwards to preserve them to us in their
purity, and finally to hand them to us in our various native
tongues. One and all of these noble men could have said with the
psalmist: “My heart standeth in awe of Thy words ” (Ps.119:161),
and as we think of them our spirits are stirred and we feel like
exclaiming:—

“These are the men, the best of men.
These are the men we mean to be!”

(To be continued.)
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GOD’S BUILDING.
(Concluded from page 18).

WE can, at any rate, be in some sort worthy descendants of
such a splendid ancestry, by standing firm on “the impregnable
rock of Holy Scripture,” as Gladstone so finely put it. We do not
say that we shall stand or fall by it; that would be wrong, for fall
we cannot, seeing that it is written: “For ever, O Lord, Thy word
is settled in heaven” (Ps.119:89), and there it is safe beyond the
reach of the destroyer; as safe as the lives and treasures are of
those who parted with all in order to buy the truth. The sacred
writings require nothing but the reverend criticism of capable
scholars to purge them from the human errors incidental to
transcription and also to revise the translations from time to time,
so that they may convey the thoughts of the originals as fully as
can be. To this is added the gift of teachers: “He gave some
teachers,” who are gifted by God to interpret and to expound.

This third chapter of 1 Timothy from which we quote was
written, we are told, in order that men might know how to behave
themselves in the House of God; not, be it noted, how to behave
themselves as individual saints in the world, nor how to behave
themselves towards one another as members of the Body of
Christ, important though both these are. Thoughtful men should
read this chapter carefully and ponder well these things written
therein. Only as they are given effect to can there be a testimony
for God such as He desires. Neglect of them has brought ruin and
disaster and must ever do so. We should never allow the thought
that “the Scripture saith in vain,” for every word God is not only
pure, but has its place and purpose in the divine economy and is
neglected by us at our peril. Truly, it is living and active, and
sharper than any two-edged
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sword, and piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of both
joints and marrow, and quick to discern the thoughts and intents
of the heart (Heb.4:12). If then some of these things which have
been written pierce us and discern the thoughts and intents of our
hearts, let us bow before the unerring word of God, and allow it
to put us in our place in His house, yea, if only to be a door-keeper
there, which, as a godly one of old said, is better than dwelling in
the tents of lawlessness. Compromise and flattering of the flesh
may gain an honourable dwelling place in one of the finest of
those tents, but at what a cost!

The next in order is Heb.3:6: “Whose house are we, if we hold
fast our boldness and the glorying of our hope firm unto the end.”
Here condition of heart before God is the leading thought; the
important matters of righteousness of life and correctness of
doctrine arc not brought forward. To err in heart is the serious
thing, so serious that if it goes on we shall ultimately cease to be
in or of God’s house.

To suggest that the falling away contemplated here is that of
mere professors giving up empty profession is sadly to miss the
mark, and, of course, there is too much light now on the teaching
of Scripture as to the security of the believer to allow the thought
that falling from grace is before the mind of the writer. If then, we
cannot entertain either of these, we are shut up to the conclusion
that the House of God is composed of believers who may cease to
“hold fast the boldness and the glorying of our hope,” and thus fall
from that conditional position. The Hebrew epistle is the Leviticus
of the New Covenant, in which the sanctification of the people,
rather than the justification of the individual, is prominent. To
maintain this sanctified place the heart must be true, and faith must
be in living exercise. Provision is made for this in the merciful and
faithful High Priest,
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who is over the House of God, and who ever liveth to save to the
uttermost them that come unto God by Him; who also can bear
with the ignorant and erring, not erring in heart, but erring through
infirmity and human weakness.

The first of the Peter scriptures is found in the first epistle, 1
Pet.2:4-6: “Unto whom coming, a living stone, rejected indeed of
men, but with God elect, precious, ye also, as living stones, are
built up a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer up
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
Because it is contained in Scripture, Behold, I lay in Zion a chief
corner stone, elect, precious; and he that believeth on Him shall
not be put to shame.” It will be seen at once that the leading
thought here is priestly service, a holy priesthood offering up
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. This
thought is placed before us so prominently that we should almost
be justified in stating that the spiritual house exists for this express
purpose. To realise such a high end there must be the coming of
individual believers as living stones to Christ, the living stone, in
order to be built up a spiritual house. This coming is clearly not
the coming of the individual sinner to Christ as saviour; neither is
individual worship the thought; individual homage can be given
to God anywhere, but public service or worship, as here set forth,
can only be rendered by a collective people in holy priesthood
capacity. What a prospect this opens up before us! What a high
and holy vision!

We may perhaps with profit call attention to a secondary
thought in verses 9 and 10: “But ye are an elect race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people for God’s own
possession, that ye may show forth the excellencies of Him who
called you out of darkness into His marvellous light; which in time
past were no
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people, but now are the people of God; which had not obtained
mercy, but now have obtained mercy.” These and the following
verses in this chapter open up God’s thoughts about, and purposes
for, His people in relation to those which are without. This holy
nation character should engage our attention seriously, and we
should together long for a fuller expression of it in this our day
and time, for only thus can we be a people for God’s own
possession, and worthily show forth the excellencies of the One
who has called us out of the darkness into His marvellous light.

If the epistle to the Hebrews may be called the Leviticus of the
new covenant, then that of Peter may be called its Numbers, we
suggest. Here we have not only the spiritual house and the holy
priesthood answering to the sanctuary, but we have also the royal
priesthood, the holy nation, the peculiar people answering to the
camp in the wilderness. The soldiers of this holy nation are
soldiers of the cross. The weapons of their warfare are not carnal,
but mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds. They
learn to use the shield of faith and the sword of the Spirit as well
as the other parts of the divine panoply, so amply supplied from
the armoury of heaven. Sad it is that some never learn to use these
spiritual weapons, but sadder still that others, having learnt to use
them, have failed at the critical moment like unto those of whom
we read in Ps.78:9: “The children of Ephraim, being armed and
carrying bows, turned back in the day of battle.”

Before entering on this warfare we do well to sit down, as our
Lord and Master has told us, and count the cost. To have the desire
to build a tower is good, yea, it is of God, for He would have all
His own either building towers or helping those who build; but let
one and all be very conscious that it is a serious undertaking; if we
fail to finish, then all that behold will begin to
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mock” saying: “This man began to build and was not able to
finish” (Lk.14:30). To finish is the great thing, hence the need to
sit down at the start and count the cost; but we must not sit too
long, for therein lies danger. When counting the cost and
considering whether we have wherewith to complete it, let us not
leave God and His resources out of the reckoning, for that would
be no small mistake; and in considering what demands may
ultimately be made on our own little resources in order to finish,

let us bear in mind the heart-stirring lines:—
“Ye may count the cost, ye may count the cost
Of all Egyptia’s treasure,
But the riches of Christ ye cannot count,
His love you cannot measure.”

Let the holy nation have its towers of defence and its soldiers to
hold them, and let us all be true nationalists, true Zion patriots.

The camp was to be holy, as enjoined in Deut.23:14: “For
Jehovah, thy God, walketh in the midst of thy camp, to deliver
thee; therefore, shall thy camp be holy.” Holiness was not to be
confined to the sanctuary; it must extend to the outskirts of the
camp, to the border of the land. This is a most important principle
and comes out as we think of a holy nation. When in the land
around their city and sanctuary, Israel as a nation had a border and
were responsible to keep it for God. We have a solemn word
concerning this in Ezek.11:12: “I will judge you in the border of
Israel; and ye shall know that I am Jehovah; for ye have not
walked in My statutes, neither have ye executed My judgments,
but have done after the ordinances of the nations that are round
about you.” The border was neglected and the ordinances of the
nations got in over it and penetrated to the centre.
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Truly, what was written aforetime was written for our
admonition, and we do well to take heed to the same. If the holy
nation character is not preserved right out to the border, then the
spiritual house and the holy priesthood will be left naked to the
enemies of God, and will be overcome. As we ponder such
solemn, though most precious thoughts, we feel like crying out:
“Who is sufficient for these things?” To such a cry there is an
answer, for was it not with such weighty considerations before
him that Moses was able to say in Deut.4:7: “But what great nation
is there that hath God so nigh unto them, as Jehovah our God is
whenever we call upon Him? And what great nation is there that
hath statutes and judgments so righteous as all this law, which I
set before you this day?”” In reaching out to such high things in the
midst of peoples all around who are not in sympathy, we have still
God and the word of His grace, and what do we lack?

We shall now draw to a close by calling attention to the seventh
and last mention of God’s house as we have it in the same epistle,
1 Pet.4:17,18: “For the time is come for judgment to begin at the
House of God; and if it begin first at us, what shall be the end of
them that obey not the gospel of God? And if the righteous is
scarcely saved, where shall the ungodly and sinner appear?” It will
be seen at once that the leading thought here is judgment; God is
not going to permit His gathered people to corrupt themselves in
sin, and still remain in a privileged place before Him. He has
assured us that He is no respecter of persons, and that the Lord
will judge His people. The solemn words of the Lord to the church
in Ephesus: “Remember, therefore, from whence thou art fallen,
and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come to thee, and
will move thy lampstand out of its place, except thou repent"
(Rev.2:5), forbid the
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thought that sin can go on unjudged and that such a corrupt church
can still be regarded as having a standing before God.

That the House of God is not a term applied to all professors,
as some have held, is proved by the words: “And if it begin first
at us,” the “us” being those addressed in 1 Pet.1:3, who were
chosen “unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus
Christ,” and referred to in 1 Pet.2:5, in the following words: “Ye
also as living stones are built up a spiritual house.” The judgment
spoken of here is to begin at the House of God and to go outward
to all, for none shall escape. In view of this, how terrible are the
two questions: “What shall be the end of them that obey not the
gospel of God?” and “Where shall the ungodly and sinner
appear?” If men disobey the gospel of God and go on in
ungodliness and sin, what can their end be but that which is
written? As to God’s own people, who have not only known His
love to them in Christ as sinners, but who have known
sanctification of the Spirit and obedience to the truth, what shall
we say? If sin is allowed judgment must follow, and, truly, the
righteous are with difficulty or scarcely saved, for when we
consider the evils that abound on every hand, and the affinity to
these within our own hearts, the marvel is that any are saved in
any measure from the present power of sin. Surely, it magnifies
the grace and power that thus saves and keeps, and such may well
sing:

s “To Him who is able to keep us (His called ones,

Preserved in Christ Jesus, the saints of the Father),

To keep us from falling, and faultless to set us
Before His bright glory with fulness of joy,

To the Lord God who keepeth midst sin and in weakness
(Whose wisdom alone is), to God and our Saviour

Be majesty, glory, dominion and power,
Both now and for ever. Amen, amen.”

W.J. LENNOX.
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GIVING.

GIVING to God is one of the greatest privileges allowed a child of
God to enjoy. It is not that God is poor, but He condescends to
take from His people what may properly be offered. The
knowledge of this is blessed indeed, for we remember that in our
natural condition we cannot expect to merit divine favour in any
way.

There is one particular phase of the subject at which we might
now look, and that is the unique privilege of the Lordly morning,
when each assembly in the Community of the Son of God is
gathered together in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is
beyond question that we have the best and highest of all
opportunities for giving, when as worshippers we sit before the
Lord.

It is on this solemn occasion that, by means of the loaf and the
cup, our adorable Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ has been brought
to remembrance, and we pass on to join in praise and
thanksgiving. It is also ours then to speak words to the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which will ascend acceptably as
worship through our Sacrifice and Priest. At such times the Holy
Spirit (the Paraclete) is pleased to lead God’s people out in praise
and worship, and unto this end He is ready to use any qualified
brother who will be used, and who is exercised before God as to
the high and holy privilege extended to him.

It is brethren who are chosen for this service. As to sisters, it is
not theirs so to lead the assembly, but let it be mentioned that they
may please God by accepting the position given them, though it
be one of silence. On the other hand, it may be asked: Does each
brother please God by his attitude in regard to the position God
has given him? How many perchance might be used in leading the
assembly to praise and worship God through the Lord Jesus
Christ, and yet they are not.
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There are helpful portions in the Book of Psalms bearing on this

subject, some of which are:—
Give unto Jehovah, O ye eons of the mighty,
Give unto Jehovah glory and strength;
Give unto Jehovah the glory due to His name;
Worship Jehovah in the beauty of holiness.

(Ps.29:1,:2).
Then in Ps.96. the three times mentioned “give,” in verses seven
and eight are followed by * Bring an offering,” thus showing that
a responsibility is laid upon the worshipper: whilst in Ps.100:4, we

read:—
Enter into His gates with thanksgiving,
And into His courts with praise:
Give thanks unto Him, and bless His name.

And this reminds us that in Ps.113:3, we are told Jehovah’s name
is to be praised.

From these scriptures it is evident the matter of giving praise to
God is most important.

Whilst thinking of giving we may be reminded of its opposite,
which is withholding, and by withholding poverty comes. Poverty
in the assembly in giving '? Yes, indeed, poverty when we come
together to give unto the Lord, although, indeed, there may not be
any intention to withhold.

The best assembly will be that in which each brother comes to
the Lordly meeting after first having asked God to be pleased, if
it may be, to use him in leading His people when in assembly, and
then follows intelligently the course of the meeting, so as to be in
the Spirit’s leading. From such an assembly there will be much
going up to God.

The time when we are together should be rich in thanksgiving,
and each qualified brother may if he will take part. How can it be
done '? Why is it some brethren -rarely give out a hymn, or lead
in thanksgiving for the Lord Jesus Christ? And why do some never
do it?
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It is not ours non” to answer why, but it is sad to notice how rarely
some brethren respond to this holy service, and yet in private life
they can talk well, and sometimes command attention, and how
others, shall it be said? seem as if they are only ready to speak
critically or disparagingly.

But to come back, a responsibility is laid upon brethren, and in
regard to this some brother might say: “I cannot read a whole
hymn well in public.” Very well, then, suppose you were to be
exercised to say: “Let us sing hymn number 8, ‘The Lamb of God
to slaughter led,’ ” or something like that. How many can recollect
the joy that came to them when a particular hymn was given out,
and only a verse or a line was read. Let it not be thought it is
necessary to read the whole of a hymn. Sometimes it is good;
sometimes it is not.

And then as to giving of thanks. Will not the Holy Spirit help a
brother who can only speak a few words to God, but who does not
shrink from speaking such and that gracious Paraclete is also
ready to help this brother on in order that he may be better able
later to thank God for what the Lord Jesus is to God the Father,
This question of giving out hymns or engaging in thanksgiving
calls for careful thought and prayerful study of the Scriptures, so
as to understand how to address God at these times of worship.

Furthermore, to engage in praise and worship is not solely for
two or three, nor let it be supposed, albeit it may be done
unconsciously, that because two or three brethren have taken part
nothing more remains to be said. Did not Joseph’s brethren, one
and all, appear before Jacob with bags which were full of corn?
Even Benjamin brought his portion. Then when the wise men
presented their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh before the
holy Child Jesus, not only did each one bring his gift, but there
was variety of a threefold kind.
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Again, it might be pointed out that one beauty of the Spirit’s
leading in the worship meeting is seen in the fact that one hymn
may follow another; or there may be two, three or four
thanksgivings in succession, for we should not expect a hymn to
be followed by thanksgiving, and then another hymn, and so on,
as if it must ever be that way.

Another point is to note some particular thought in, say, a hymn
or thanksgiving, which thought may be advanced by singing
another hymn relative to it, and so link up the worship, and
betimes this may prove to be the way the Spirit would lead. We
do not wish, however, to say anything as to how this or that shall
be done, but rather would provoke exercise of heart, so that there
may be a greater response in the House in this matter of giving,
ever remembering that giving is to God.

Having already referred to the place given to sisters, we
remember there is a most important part in which they can
participate, and that is to pray that more brethren may be led of
God in worship. Not only to pray in a general way, but to bring
specially and particularly in private prayer the name of some
brother or other whom God may bring to spiritual activity or
greater activity in this matter. And having so prayed, to continue
steadfastly in such prayer. What honours await those whose
prayers may bring about able and intelligent worshippers to stand
in God’s House, so that, whether it be brother or sister, all may in
some way contribute to the great and glorious end of giving unto
Jehovah, in order that it may be further realised and enjoyed,
that:—

Meantime, in spiritual Zion, God
Hath His foundation stone,

And those who come to Him are built
A House for God alone.
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Its service is in priestly hands,
God’s Son its Great Priest is,
And there are offered up to God
High praises that are His.

We pass these words on, to call attention to the various points
mentioned, but more especially that the people of God may rise to
the possibilities in the House of God, to give unto Jehovah more
than ever that which is due to His great and holy name, that in the
House of God there may be much praise and worship ascending.

GEORGE MCINTYRE.
THE PRIESTHOOD OF BELIEVERS.

THERE is a familiar passage of Scripture in Peter’s first letter, that
is perhaps not really as familiar as it well might be to those who
are called upon to carry out the duties of the holy priesthood. We
will, therefore, beg for the patience of those who have often read
these words both privately and publicly, while for the sake, shall
we say? of younger ones we endeavour to make the meaning as
clear as we may be able.

The passage to which we refer is in the second chapter and
extends from the first to the fifth or perhaps the tenth verse. But
we will commence in the middle of the fifth verse, so as to avoid
wasting time and space with preliminaries. We are told, then, that
the holy priesthood has for its duty the offering up of spiritual
sacrifices. It is easy to see from the marginal reading of the
Revised Version that the revisers were a little embarrassed by
what, we believe, was a designed ambiguity of the original Greek
of the apostle. But we are of opinion that the real meaning of what
is written can readily be seen in either form of words, and there
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fore we shall occupy no time in a critical discussion of the
different renderings. And for the same reason we take the liberty
of ignoring the comma that the revisers have put after
“priesthood.”

We say, then, that the holy priesthood has for its function the
offering up of spiritual sacrifices. This is clearly in harmony with
the analogy of the faith, for the Levitical priesthood was occupied,
as we know, with offering sacrifices and, therefore, as we are
dealing with the spiritual reality, of which the Levitical priesthood
was the material type, it would be natural to expect that spiritual
sacrifices would be offered by the priesthood that is here before
us.

In case any of our readers ask: What are spiritual sacrifices? we
reply that they are what are described in the letter to Heb.13:15 as
the sacrifice of praise, the fruit of lips that make confession to the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ. This meaning was indicated by
Hos.14:2 and by the writer of Ps.119:108.

Now it will be as well to state at once that we are not seeking
to enlarge fully on the duties of the priesthood, nor yet to deal
exhaustively with the offering up of spiritual sacrifices. Our
present concern is with what we believe to be the subject of the
passage of Peter’s letter containing this fifth verse.

Here, then, let us say clearly that we have brought before us a
company of persons and a work for that company to do. A little
further on, namely, in verse 9, it is explicitly stated that the
priesthood consisted of those persons to whom the letter was
written and, of course, such-like persons; for while the priesthood
is called a holy priesthood in verse 5 and a royal priesthood in
verse 9, we hold it to be certain that the same persons are
indicated.

The fundamental idea of priesthood seems to us to be
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that the priest has the privilege of drawing near to God, and, along
with that, that he will desire to use that privilege for the benefit of
others as well as himself. If we, then, think of the priests actually
drawing nigh, their holy character is the prominent thought, but if
we think of them as going forth to help and teach others, their
royal nature is more before us. But, of course, the two cannot be
altogether separated, for the royal priesthood is called a holy
nation, holiness being of importance in every capacity.

Without stopping to elaborate evidence from Scripture on the
subject, we will be content now to say that we are convinced that
Peter is referring to the sacrifice of praise that is offered when the
Feast of Remembrance is kept. In point of fact, there is no time
when God’s people are together when there is the same incentive
to the offering of praise to God for His great Gift as there is when
we have had our blessed and adorable Redeemer brought vividly
before our minds and hearts, by the loaf and the cup, in the way
that He Himself has directed.

So far we have been speaking of the occupation of the holy
priesthood in offering of praise to God, and, in the interest of clear
thinking, it would be well to adhere to this thought, and not
thoughtlessly to change the figure or type. Thus it is not best to
speak of the House of God as performing these duties, but rather,
as we say, to maintain the language of our present passage of
Scripture and say that the holy priesthood has for its business (we
do not say, its only business, but it has as its duty) the offering up
to God of spiritual sacrifices, that is of praise to Him, confessing
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Now if we have succeeded in making this simple point very
clear, and have directed the reader’s mind quite definitely to the
priesthood thus occupied, we will proceed to read the passage in
Peter's letter, as it were, backwards.
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And so [ say, this holy priesthood has a house in which to carry
out its functions. The house is a spiritual house. It is not composed
of stones or bricks or timber. By no means; it is composed of
persons.

These persons are described as living stones that are budded
together; that is, that are being budded together. The verb is in the
present tense, or alternatively it may be taken as in the imperative
mood. This ambiguity, we believe, is designed, but it need not
now detain us. The point we have to observe is that the believers
addressed are represented as coming to the Lord and as being
budded together.

As to the former, let it be well noted that it is not the coming of
a sinner to the Lord for the first time for salvation from the penalty
of sin. Those addressed had tasted already that the Lord is
gracious. They had already an experience; they were like new-
born babes longing for milk of the word, pure and unadulterated,
that they might grow as a result of such food unto salvation from
all that which would be displeasing to the Lord or contrary to His
will. Then they were to come to Him; that is, to come to Him
regularly and habitually.

Moreover, in coming to Him it was for them to think of His
preciousness as a Living Stone, and to be thankful that they were
not as the many who rejected Him. So then, being budded together
as living stones with Him, also a Living Stone, they formed a
spiritual house in which the holy priesthood might carry out its
priestly work.

It is, of course, the same people who form the house, who form
the priesthood. But two different figures are used by the apostle,
speaking in the words which God’s Spirit taught him to use,
because the two sets of duties are so very different, and it is so
very important not io confuse them.
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As a spiritual house, the elect sojourners were builded' together
when they had come to the Lord or, as the phrase is in the Acts of
the Apostles, when they had been added to the Lord (“Believers
were the more added to the Lord,” Acts 5:14; and see Acts 11:26).
This must come first. There could be no priestly service without a
house wherein the separated and holy members of the priesthood
could carry out their high and holy service.

But when the priestly company are offering up the sacrifices of
praise and thanksgiving which they have to offer, they must not
be thinking of themselves and of their place and standing in the
house. They have something greater and higher now to occupy
their minds and hearts, even the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. It is
of Him they will be singing to God and speaking to God.

There is not very much said in the passage before us as to the
holy priesthood and its service, but it is clear that the house is
required in order that the work of the priestly company may be
possible.

This is shown by many considerations. For example, the
institution of the Feast of Remembrance is given in a letter not
addressed to believers in general as such, but to a church of God
(see 1 Cor.l:1 and 2) and such as are joined with them in a
partnership, of which the Lord Jesus Christ is the Head and Master
(see verse 9 of the same first chapter of 1 Corinthians). And also
we should note that this same letter tells them that they are God’s
building, and that they are temple of God (1 Cor.3:9,16,17).

For these and other reasons we say without hesitation that the
praise to be offered by the holy priesthood in connexion with the
Feast of the Remembrance of the
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Lord Jesus Christ is by no means a matter of believers coming
together simply as believers, or as members of the Body. There
must be a definite gathering of the disciples by God the Holy
Spirit, there must be a coming to the Lord, and an adding to the
Lord. The gathered saints must be builded together. All this must
precede the service of the holy priesthood.

When the saints are together as a result of what has been
accomplished in their hearts by the Holy Spirit, then, and not till
then, there is the possibility of the divine, service, which it is the
business of the holy priesthood to carry out.

Further, we add that if the gathered saints at the meeting for the
Breaking of the Loaf are occupied with their ecclesiastical
position, right as that position is, they are to that extent hindered
from the right performance of the service which it is their high and
holy privilege to serve.

At the beginning of a Lord’s Bay morning meeting it may be
necessary to announce the name of one newly added or of one
from a distance. But this is no part of the holy priesthood service;
it is in the nature of a preliminary; and it is, we judge, important
that the high and holy service of carrying out the Lord’s command,
“Do this in remembrance of Me,” and of offering to God as a holy
priesthood, the praise for His great Gift should be recognised as
the high and holy service that it is. But, of course, this is not in
any way meant to belittle the great importance of those matters
which (if we maintain the distinction that Peter makes) are
connected with the building of the spiritual house.

Briefly to recapitulate, the chapter opens with an
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exhortation in regard to putting away malice and such like things;
that recalls to our mind passages in the 15th and 24th Psalms. The
exhortation to long for the pure milk follows, and then we come
to the thought of those who have tasted that the Lord is gracious
coming to Him as to a Living Stone, and being budded together
with Him as living stones. This, we are told, provides a spiritual
house for the services of the holy priesthood. The priestly
company are to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ.

Those addressed are not only called a spiritual house and a holy
priesthood, but also a royal priesthood, as well as an elect race,
and also a holy nation and so forth. Each of these names or titles
has its own significance, having been written by Peter as taught
by the Holy Spirit.

C. M. LUXMOORE.

Needed Truth 1922, page 35



PRAISE.

“LET everything that hath breath praise Jehovah” (Ps.150:6).
This constitutes one of the highest notes ever struck, and yet
never for a moment does it border on the extravagant. God’s
glorious name is exalted above all blessing and praise (Neh.9:5).
Mortals and other intelligences may attempt the song, and yet feel

how ignominiously their
“highest praises fall
Below th’ immense Original!
Weak creatures we that strive in vain
To teach an uncreated strain."

Nevertheless, all down the ages the call has gone forth to sing
God’s praise. At no time has God been without praise. Prom that
far back period of creation’s first morning,

"When the morning stars sang together

And all the sons of God shouted for joy" (Job 38:7),
right on until we are lost in the sweet melody of the new song, that
lasting, long Amen, we hear the undying praises of Elohim’s

ineffable name, and the call to praise has reached us:
“Praise ye Jah:
For it is good to sing praises unto our God;

For it is pleasant, and praise is comely (Ps.147:1).
In this verse two words regarding praise stand out very
prominently: “it is good,” and “it is pleasant.” Those two words
have a definite connexion with the place where God has chosen to
record His name. In Eden, to begin with, both the goodness and
the pleasantness were there (Gen.2:9), and in Zion, having
ascended step by step, the Psalmist views
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at last an unequalled sight. He sees Jehovah in the midst, her
priests clothed with salvation and her saints shouting aloud for joy,

and he exclaims:
“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is
For brethren to dwell together in unity” (Ps.133.).

Here is something, indeed, like unto the Garden of the Lord:

“Joy and gladness shall be found therein,

Thanksgiving, and the voice of melody” (Isa.51:3).
Harmonious and melodious sounds, which, when glorifying to
God, cannot fail to attract. It is sad that we seem to have lost well-
nigh all power of attraction. In the gaping grave of Christendom,
amid a form of godliness, all manner of so-called attractions are
resorted to, for God is not there. But without entering upon what
is, in itself, a subject, it is safe to say that were we as we ought to
be, clean individually, and collectively walking in the fear of the
Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, we would not fail to
attract, to draw, in the right and proper sense (see 2 Chron.15:9,13;
and Acts 5:13,14).

The godly display of golden bells and pomegranates is, alas!
lacking. Melodious sounds and precious fruit. Shall we not try
more than hitherto, as those who owe to the Lord so much, to be
in greater measure an epistle of Christ, known and read of all men;
and, as debtors to eternal love, may our gladsome praises
increasingly resound; the more especially since, in God’s
goodness, a much greater volume of praise has been placed within
our reach. The subject of praise should have serious thought and
attention from us all. The heart, it is true, is the main thing, the
main-spring of every note which is intended for the ear of God,
but by all means let the actual singing be the best that
circumstances
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will permit of. Practice in singing may mean a little drudgery to
begin with. Let the thought of who it is intended for be our
stimulant. If so, then, as surely as day follows night, a rich and

satisfying recompense will be ours:
“Blessed are they that dwell in Thy House:
They will be still praising Thee. Selah.”

“When ye shall come into the land” is an oft repeated word
from Jehovah, and more was demanded from Israel in the land
than in the wilderness. Lev.19:23-25, serves us with a useful lesson.
Having planted all manner of trees for food, all had to lie
untouched for three years: “It shall not be eaten.” Their reaping
time 'was not yet. “But in the fourth year all the trees thereof shall
be holy, for giving praise unto Jehovah. And in the fifth year shall
ye eat of the fruit thereof, that it may yield unto you the increase
thereof. I am Jehovah, your God.”

So there was labour mixed with patience. Then the joy of
giving to God His portion. Then followed the benefits and
blessings to themselves.

With our praise may we have a like experience. " The songs of
Zion” have meant much prayerful labour in the past; but now, if
God gets His portion, the whole tithe of song connected with His
house, then happy, indeed, “is the people that is in such a case;
yea, happy is the people whose God is Jehovah.”

Just prior to Temple days, David had the honour of
inaugurating a service of song. It is instructive to note, among
other things that:

“Chenaniah, chief of the Levites, was over the song: he
instructed about the song, because he was skilful.” “And the
number of them, with their brethren that were instructed in singing
unto Jehovah, even all that were skilful, was two hundred
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fourscore and eight.” “Moreover, Hezekiah the king and the
princes commanded the Levites to sing praise unto Jehovah with
the words of David, and of Asaph the seer. And they sang praises
with gladness, and they bowed their heads and worshipped” (1
Chron.15:22; 25:7; 2 Chron.29:30).

The words need noting, “He instructed about the song because
he was skilful.” There must be instruction, and “they were
instructed in singing unto Jehovah”: not merely instructed in
singing, for may not a deal of license be taken and danger incurred
in learning the art of singing, especially from the ungodly? The
very end in view may be unattained by the means adopted. " They
were instructed in singing unto Jehovah.” Selah! We do well to
remember who we praise:

“Who is like unto Thee, O Jehovah, ...

Who is like Thee, glorious in holiness.

Fearful in praises, doing wonders?” (Ex.15).
And, again, from Calvary’s dread hour,

“Thou art holy,

O Thou that art enthroned upon the praises of Israel” (Ps.22)
And again,

“Sing forth the glory of His name:

Make His praise glorious” (Ps.66).
These, and many other scriptures might well beget in us reverence
and awe, yea, even fear, but we remember that there is a Priest and
Chief Musician in God’s eternal presence, and hence,

“The faintest, feeblest lay we raise
Will reach the Father's ear.”

We do well to give prominence to God’s greatness and glory
and majesty, but we must also very definitely
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remember the young. Thank God for every lamb enfolded within
the fold. They are the Lord’s first care. May the Holy Spirit
cultivate many young hearts and voices to sing the praises of the
Triune God. At a time when many were actually making God’s
House a den of robbers (will a man rob God?), the children sang
the praises of the Lord Jesus and did their best to gladden the heart
of the Man of Sorrows. They were rebuked for their joyful
Hosannas, it is true, by “whited sepulchres,” to whom the Lord
Jesus said: “Yea, did ye never read, Out of the mouth of babes and
sucklings Thou hast perfected praise?” (Matt.21:16). Let us see that
we do not “despise one of these little ones,” but rather encourage
them to consecrate their sweet young voices to the praises of the
One who loves them.

While briefly considering this lofty theme, we will do well to
think of the significance of the statement that “Our Lord hath
sprung out of Judah.”

Around this thought and truth is gathered the major part of
God’s great purpose connected with His sovereign choice.

In Gen.29:30, we are told that Leah " conceived again, and bare
a son, and she said: This time will I praise Jehovah. Therefore, she
called his name Judah; and she left bearing.”

And again:

“Judah, thee shall thy brethren praise, ...

The sceptre shall not depart from Judah” (Gen.49.).
So, to begin with, Judah is connected with praise, whether in
giving or receiving.

And again: “Judah prevailed above his brethren, and of him
came the prince” (1 Chron.5.).
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Then comes Jehovah’s choice:—
“Moreover, He refused the tent of Joseph,
And chose not the tribe of Ephraim;
But chose the tribe of Judah,
The Mount Zion, which He loved...
He chose David also” (Ps.78.).

Here we have a definite refusal and a definite choice on God’s
part. Judah, Mount Zion, and David also, are chosen:

“Judah became His Sanctuary » (Ps.114.).

“Thy way, O God. is in the Sanctuary” (Ps.77.).

“In Judah is God known " (Ps.76:1).
Mysteries are opened up in the Sanctuary as they are unlocked
nowhere else. Psalm:73., for example, serves as an illustration.
Asaph’s “Until I went into the Sanctuary of God” has proved to
be balm of Gilead to many a troubled saint. Here we have the
opening up of God’s purpose: then " When the fulness of the
time came, God sent forth His Son” (Gal.4.). He sprang out of
Judah.

For thirty years and more that Blessed One lived down here.
“Immanuel,” “God is with us,” yet Man amongst men. He came,
not to destroy the law or the prophets, but to fulfil. At the end of
His path we view Him (to whom Melchizedek was made like)
within the sacred precincts of the upper room, instituting a new
order of things, giving a new commandment to a new creation, a
commandment that fulfils every other commandment, for love is
the fulfilment of the law, a royal law for a royal priesthood. At the
very time of its institution He brought forth bread and wine, and
gave to them, saying: “This do in remembrance of Me.” “And
when they had sung a hymn, they went out unto the Mount of
Olives.”

Did ever sweeter notes reach the Father’s ear than that first
hymn, which followed the instituting of that
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divine ordinance, by which the Lord Jesus is to be remembered
and His death proclaimed? Who would lead it but Himself? That
is a night which will be had in everlasting remembrance.

“Now if there was perfection through the Levitical priesthood
(for under it hath the people received the law), what further need
was there that another Priest should arise after the order of
Melchizedek, and not be reckoned after the order of Aaron? For
the priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity a change
also of the law, for He of whom these things are said, belongeth to
another tribe, from which no man hath given attendance at the
altar, for it is evident that our Lord hath sprung out of Judah, as to
which tribe Moses spake nothing concerning priests... And they,
indeed, have bet-n made priests many in number, because that by
death they are hindered from continuing: but He, because He
abideth for ever, hath His priesthood unchangeable. Wherefore,
He is able to save completely them that draw near unto God
through Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for
them... Now ...we have such a High Priest, who sat down on the
right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, a Minister
of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched,
not man. For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and
sacrifices: wherefore, it is necessary that this High Priest also have
somewhat to offer. Now if He Were on earth, He would not be a
priest at all” (Hebrews, chapters 7. and 8.).

“No temple made with hands
His place of service is;
In heaven itself He stands,
A heavenly priesthood His:
In Him the shadows of the law
Are all fulfilled, and now withdraw.”
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Here we have the blessed Lord Jesus as the Great Priest over
God’s House, and the marvel is that, just as the high priest under
the law was appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices, we are
here told that “it is necessary that this High Priest also have
somewhat to offer.” W ell may our glad hearts exclaim: “Unto
Him that
loveth us, and loosed us from our sins by His blood; and He made
us a kingdom, priests unto His God and Father; to Him be the glory
and the dominion for ever and ever, Amen” (Rev.1:6). “Through
Him, then, let us offer up a sacrifice of praise to God continually;
that is, the fruit of lips which make confession to His name”
(Heb.13:15). 'Wondrous privilege, indeed; for just as His
priesthood is transcendently higher and beyond the Levitical
order, so is it with the sacrifice of praise and the sacrifice of
thanksgiving.
In that psalm of the Christ we read:

“I will praise the name of God with a song,

And will magnify Him with thanksgiving.

And it shall please Jehovah better than an ox,

Or a bullock that hath horns and hoofs” (Ps.69:30,31).
An ox or a bullock cost a good deal, but think what our song has
cost? Infinitely more. Apart from His sufferings amid the dread
hours of Calvary, there would have been no song. But, thank God,

there is a song:
“...A mighty song,
That age on age shall echo on,
Praise for God’s Gift, His Son.”

“What is it then 1 ... I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with
the understanding also” (1 Cor.14:15). “Sounding aloud and lifting
up the voice with joy ” (1 Chron.15:16).

Let it out: let the articulation be what it should:
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yet not necessarily loud singing. When we sing of the sufferings
of the Lord Jesus, loud singing is altogether out of place. Let our
understanding teach us to soften and modulate our tones, so that
we may make it manifest that we are singing with the spirit and
with the understanding also.

High is the honour conferred upon us. If our responsibilities are
heavy, great are the privileges we enjoy. When we think of where
we are, living in the midst of a groaning creation, may we
appreciate, at something like its true value, the divine position into
which the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has called us,
and seek grace to maintain a condition which will bring glory to
Him, and enable us to be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of
God’s House, and to drink increasingly of the river of His
pleasures. “Ye are a royal priesthood.” The bread and the wine,
the song and the thanksgiving, the worship and the blessing, are
all within our reach: ” Wherefore, receiving a kingdom that cannot
be shaken, let us have grace, whereby we may offer service well
pleasing to God with reverence and awe: for our God is a
consuming fire” (Heb.12:28,29).

“Though feeble are our praises.
Christ adds His sweet perfume.
And love the censer raises
Their odours to consume.”

Therefore, “Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly in all
wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts unto
God” (Col.3:16).

NORMAN D. W. MILLER.
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THE WAY TO THE SANCTUARY.
HIL

BEING now together in the assembly; together, that is to say, by
divine command, and therefore qualified to perform the functions
of an assembly of God, we proceed to keep the feast as prescribed
by the Lord Himself on the night of His betrayal, thus: We sit
reverently before God and wait for the leading of the Holy Spirit.
On the table before us is a loaf of wheaten bread and a vessel
containing wine of the grape. No hymns are sung nor prayers said
to raise our spiritual temperature to the required height for keeping
the feast. A brother, led, we trust, by the Holy Spirit, rising, takes
his place at the table to act as the mouth-piece of the Holy Spirit
on behalf of the assembly, and do what the Lord comma tided to
be done. Though a member of the holy priesthood, which is the
birthright of every believer, and being in house of God position,
he is not set apart or ordained by the authority of the assembly to
minister the things of God to his fellows. He just acts for the rest,
and does so because he believes that he is the one selected by the
Holy Spirit to act for the assembly on this particular occasion; any
other of the brethren present could do it just as well as he, provided
he possesses the needful gifts of the Holy Spirit to lead the
assembly and is not disqualified otherwise.

It is hardly needful to say that there is no thought of changing
the elements, as the bread and wine are sometimes miscalled, into
anything other than they really are; bread and wine they are before,
and bread and wine they remain to the end after all has been said
and done.

Now he takes the loaf into his hands and offers thanksgiving
aloud to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ for it, and for
Him of whom it speaks. In this
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tribute of homage and grateful love, having followed it with
attention, we all join, giving our approval and sanction thereto,
and associating ourselves therein by saying aloud the Amen. All,
then, partake of the broken loaf, which is the symbol of the Lord’s
body, which was offered to God on our behalf at Golgotha.

In like manner the cup, and all drink of the poured out wine, and
so the memorial is complete...

And now what does it all mean? Volumes innumerable have
been written, good, bad and indifferent, on this wondrous theme,
and still the half has not been told. To answer this question
adequately would require the pen of an inspired writer. But when
we come to think about it, what a little we find in the Scriptures
on the subject: a couple of dozen verses or so contain the whole.
Brief and pregnant -“with meaning are the Lord's words at the
institution, recorded in the first three gospels and delivered also to
Paul; to which the beloved John adds nothing, though he wrote
last of them all. But may not his silence speak louder than his
words would have done? Is not this his message? All that is needed
has already been written in the words of the institution. The
meaning of this service cannot be written by ink and pen, nor set
forth in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but it must be
learned by each for himself under the tuition of the blessed Holy
Spirit, whose business and delight it is to take of the things of
Christ and reveal them unto us. Yea, verily! It is to the Holy Spirit
we are indebted for those holy joys so often experienced when we
are making the remembrance, joys too deep for any but celestial
language to utter, sweet foretastes here below of the glad feast
above, yet remaining to be consummated with our Lord in glory.

However, without endeavouring to say anything new, we can
remind one another that we have made the memorial of the Lord
and publicly proclaimed His death.
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communed therein, and made confession of our hope of the Lord's
return. The prime object is the memorial or remembrance. It is a
memorial before God, and a memento to ourselves of the great
sacrifice offered by the Lord Jesus Christ in our behalf, which at
once, and once for all, sets us free from the penalty and bondage
of sin and brings us into the service of the living God. Saved to
serve, purified to enjoy communion with God. Here we see the
passover supper, the communal feast of the old covenant, the
whole range of offerings, great -lay of atonement, with altar,
sacrifice and high priest all rolled in one, and their fulfilment in
His once for all offered sacrifice on behalf of sinners. We have the
Lord’s own example and sanction for using the Levitical service
and sacrifices to interpret His own (Lk.84.), and the author of the
Hebrews follows His example. These all represented and
memorised Him in type and shadow; they had the shadow, we
enjoy the substance.

Seed we say, it is not crucifying Christ, but a setting forth
evidently, before God and ourselves, of Christ crucified. It is the
remembrance of a sacrifice so complete and perfect and
efficacious for all time, for all the sins of all mankind, past, present
and future, that it need never and can never be repeated. It tells of
Christ, the perfect Priest, who offered the one perfect sacrifice of
Himself to the eternal Father, which has procured perfect and
complete access to God. The writer of the Hebrews summarises
the result of that sacrifice thus:

Purification for our sins (Heb.1:3).

Eternal redemption (Heb.9:12).

Sin put away (Heb.9:26).

Perfection and sanctification (Heb.10:14).
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Cleansing of conscience (Heb.9:14).
Access to God assured (Heb.10:19-22).

We tarry a while, dwelling on the Lamb to slaughter led, His
woe and travail, the smiting sword, the wrathful storm, the
finished work, the rent veil, the High Priest already entered, and
the invitation to draw near. We fill our censers with the holy fire
from off the altar, and our hands with incense, for entrance into
the holies.

“Having, therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holy
place by the blood of Jesus, by the way which He dedicated for us,
a new and living way, through the veil, that is to say, His flesh,
and having a Great Priest over the house of God; let us draw near
with true hearts and fulness of faith” (Heb.10:19-22).

WILLIAM SAVIGAR.

“GO TO JOSEPH.”

THE book of Genesis, as its title and opening words suggest,
speaks of things in their beginnings. The beginning of creation,
although from verse 2 and onward to verse 31 it tells of the
remodelling, from material to hand that which had lapsed from its
original state. It brings before us also the origin and entrance of
sin, with all its fearful consequences. There is no line of truth that
we have more fully and perfectly developed in the rest of the Holy
Scriptures, but what we find it in its initial state in the book of
Genesis.

But like the grain of mustard seed, which is the least of all seeds,
the seeds of Genesis have enormous possibilities, having attained
to great dimensions in the book
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of Revelation. It begins with rule placed in the hands of the first
man, Adam, and ends with rule placed in the hands of Joseph, thus
revealing God’s ultimate purpose; for, however much God may
have been disappointed in man, however serious and grievous
man’s failure, God has determined that this world’s government
will yet be in the hands of a man. The hands which still bear the
marks of the nails of Calvary will be the hands that will wield the
sceptre of this world’s government.

Adam’s spell of power was brief, although it may have been
longer than most people suppose, for, if we have the story of the
temptation and the fall in a few short sentences, we must
remember it is Satan’s lie exposed and divested of all unnecessary
verbiage. Adam has fallen from the high pedestal upon which God
placed him, and the ruler now becomes the subject, for sin
dominates and exercises a power over its subjects. Death reigns,
because sin reigns.

Did God begin to repair the wreck of the material creation in 1.
until at last it is all that He desired? So in chapter 3. God begins to
work afresh, until the work of Christ puts everything on a solid
basis, and God’s original order and purpose is restored.

We now pass on and learn the final and fuller purposes of God
in Joseph. Joseph, unlike Adam, graduated in the school of
adversity, generally the best school, for lessons learned there are
not easily forgotten. He passed through the furnace of affliction.
The fine gold now remains. In varying spheres of service and rule,
gaining an experience, acquiring a fitness, so essential in view of
the exalted position he would fill as ruler over all the land of
Egypt. The summit may have been difficult to reach, and the
weary climber oft times discouraged, but his exertions are well
rewarded in the pleasing scene stretching out before him.
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Joseph successfully passed through every test imposed; “not a
novice,” for many years plodding away in obscurity, progressing
slowly but surely, God in this way fitting him for his future official
position. Are we not sometimes fretful and impatient, and apt to
conclude that we might dispense with these unnecessary lessons
as we sometimes think. The blacksmith puts the iron bar in the fire
and, when at white heat, takes it out and hammers and pounds it
most unmercifully, then plunges it in the water trough. The
treatment was rough, but it was essential in view of a defined
purpose.

Did Adam fail, then He anticipates Joseph. Is Saul disqualified,
then “I have provided Me a king.” With God there can be no
defeat; He has always reserves upon which He can draw; He is
never taken at a disadvantage.

Is it not becoming more evident every day that the wisest and
ablest statesmen are unable to grapple with the weighty national
problems that confront them. The appalling possibilities of war,
with all the devilish inventions so recently introduced, make men
shudder at the very thought of it. “Distress of nations,...men
fainting for fear, and for expectation of the things that are coming
upon the world” (Lk.21:25,26).

In view of man’s present and ultimate failure, He has His Man
in reserve: the Man of approved worth, the One who has all the
essential qualities of a ruler. No longer experimenting, no longer
on probation, God is perfectly assured that His interests are safe,
and His people’s good secured in the Man of His choice and
appointment: the Man, Christ Jesus, He who is very God and very
Man.

How far reaching the baneful result of the world’s choice, when
at Pilate’s bar men cried: “Away with Him, crucify Him. We have
no king but Caesar.”
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Let the world’s governments be autocratic or democratic, or aught
that comes in between those two extremes, they are foredoomed
to failure. We await the return of the Lord Jesus. lie is coming
again to claim His kingdom and throne, and coming in judgment
on His enemies.

But to return to Joseph; having shown the divine significance of
Pharaoh’s dream, he suggests the necessary measures which
would require to be adopted in order to avert the threatened
national calamity. The wisdom and worth of Joseph's counsel is
apparent. Egypt’s wisest Counsellors must give place to Joseph.
All are agreed that the one who now stands before them is pre-
eminently fitted for this task. He is now invested with full and
unlimited authority, the one who but recently was regarded as a
common criminal. “Suffering and glory” was then, and is still, the
order. The pit and prison now for ever behind him, he fills the
throne, he enjoys the palace.

Every mark of royal favour is shown to Joseph: with robe and
ring and royal chariot, befitting his high official position; this was
the gift of Pharaoh. His coat of many colours, the gift of the father
of a previous day, may be suggestive of the moral glory of Joseph;
a coat that never was besmirched, but carefully preserved from
any contamination of evil, ever the joy of the father’s heart until,
in the depth of his distress, he looked upon that coat, as he
supposed, saturated with the life’s blood of his son. Now Joseph’s
prison garb is laid aside; once humiliated, he is now exalted to the
highest place in Egypt.

He now sets himself to the great task before him, namely, of
piloting the nation through the greatest crisis in its history;
judicious in making provision for the prospective famine, kind and
sympathetic in the dispensing of it. During the seven years of
plenty the
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supply far exceeds the demand, with the result that prices fall.
Joseph buys up the surplus stocks at a very low price. It was no
selfish motive that prompted Joseph to act thus, but solely the
interests of the people. Sometimes a group of financiers, for their
own selfish interests, try to secure and buy up the wheat of a
country, and, having eliminated all competition, are in a position
to dictate their prices. A most cruel thing, for God has pronounced
a curse upon him that withholds corn. Joseph is a monopolist. We
to-day have a choice of places, so many sell the same thing, but it
was otherwise in that day. Joseph had the full and absolute control
of all the resources of Egypt. Those in their known and
acknowledged need were directed to go to Joseph.

How great the need of that day! How adequate the provision, as
seen in the bulging granaries of Egypt. Did Joseph dispense to the
need of all and sundry? Oh, no; there were certain conditions
attached. Firstly, they must bow the knee; they must own his
government before they know his grace; both are so closely
related. There was nothing for the rebel. Secondly, the unqualified
admission of their poverty. It may have been humiliating, but it
was necessary. When this was forthcoming, then the stores of
Egypt were at their disposal. The famine will reveal him in a way
in which he could never be known in the day of plenty.

In this brief survey of Joseph’s life, we may borrow from the
past and apply the lessons learned to the present day, for. surely, a
greater than Joseph is here. The One who endured the cross and
despised the shame has been raised to the right hand of the Father.
Grace reigns in the person of the enthroned Son. “Bow the knee.”
This is mandatory. From this there is no escape. If you would
know His grace and share His
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glory, this is essential, the bowing of the knee being the outward
indication of subjection to the person.

In Lk.15., the younger son has passed through a bitter,
humiliating experience. He has tried the pleasures of the far
country, only to discover that they are transitory and elusive;
abandoned by false friends, one disappointment after another, his
once bright hopes dispelled, and, what he considered his crowning
and chief calamity, “there arose a mighty famine in the land.” But
in an after-day he would thank God that He sent the famine, which
drove him home to know the blessedness of the father’s well
spread table.

I suppose this was the experience of the most of us, and well for
us that we found no satisfaction in the world, for had we found
satisfaction elsewhere other than in Christ, we never would have
sought or known His pardoning grace. We once knew the
bitterness of the famine, now we know the blessedness of the feast.

Seven years’ constant drain may well-nigh deplete the resources
of Egypt, but the resources of Christ are inexhaustible. Neither
time nor eternity can make any difference. How reassuring the
word of God through Paul (Phil.4:19): “And my God shall fulfil
every need of yours according to His riches in glory in Christ
Jesus.” There is a story told of an old Christian in the north who
was profuse in her thanksgiving before partaking of her simple
meal. One who was of a sceptical turn of mind, entering at the
open door, overheard, and remarked: “Why, | am amazed. I don’t
see that you have any reason to be so extremely thankful.” “What,”
she replied, “ all this and Christ besides! " Ah, yes, this makes all
the difference.

W. REYNOLDS.
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Conference Notes.
(Special Meeting held in Toronto on Labour Day,
September 5th,1921.)

MEEKNESS, HUMILITY AND OBEDIENCE,
AS SEEN IN OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND ALSO IN MEN
OF LIKE PASSIONS WITH US.

MR. D. MURRAY said: Rightly to appreciate the meekness and
humility of our Lord Jesus Christ, it is necessary for us to think of
who and what He was to begin with. To get a right conception of
that Blessed One, as to His being and His character, will
wonderfully help us to understand meekness, humility and
obedience, as revealed to us in the record of His life as a man
amongst men.

Jn 1:1-4. We know that the One here spoken of is the Lord Jesus
Christ. He was in the beginning with God, and He was God. All
things were made by Him. Consider those words: “And without
Him was not anything made that hath been made.” What a mighty
Being, then, is that Blessed One; what majesty and power is His.
Heb.1:1-13. This also brings before us that Blessed One as He was
and as He is: His majesty, might, power and wisdom. Phil.2:5-11.
We sang at the beginning: “Brightness of the eternal glory; shall
His praise unuttered lie?”” He was that in the beginning, He is that
now, He ever will be the brightness of the eternal glory; this One
who became the Babe of Bethlehem, a Man of Sorrows acquainted
with grief. Co-equal with the eternal Father, yet the Word became
flesh and dwelt among us. The glory that was His in
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the beginning, the dignity that was His, He laid aside and became
the Infant of days, nursed in the bosom of the virgin. What a
marvellous stoop I We here are caused also to think of the
prophecy of Isaiah: the One who was meek and humble (Isa.53:7).
It was the meekness of our Lord Jesus Christ that enabled Him to
act thus under oppression and affliction (verses 7,8). It seems to
me that this passage we have read, especially verse 7, very
distinctly and clearly sets forth the meekness of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Couple that with what we get in 1 Pet.2. Here He is brought
before us as the Suffering One again, suffering for sins not His
own. When He was reviled, He reviled not again; when He
suffered, He threatened not. Think of who He was as He suffered.
Think of who He was that men reviled. That One, through whom
those men were made, suffered at the hands of His creatures. He
committed His cause to Him who judgeth righteously. He left us
an example that we should follow His steps. Such a passage brings
before us the meekness of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Moses learned meekness at the back-side of the desert of
Midian. He learned it in the school of God; and so may we. God
has made it possible for each one of us to learn meekness, but only
as we are subject to His discipline, His training.

In connexion with His humility, I think we get in the gospel by
Luke a passage that shines out in bold relief (Lk.2:41-46): the
humility of the Lord Jesus Christ caused Him to do this.

Humility enables anyone to waive their right and take a lower
place. The Lord Jesus Christ always had a true sense of His own
greatness, but, though great, yet we see that Great One sitting at
the feet of men, who were the accredited doctors of Israecl. He
hears them and asks them questions (Lk.2:45-51). Note
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the words: “He was subject unto them,” and thus He gave effect,
in all meekness and humility, to the word of Jehovah as found in
the commandment, " Honour thy father and thy mother, that thy
days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth
thee.” That is what the Lord Jesus did as a boy of twelve and as a
man of thirty. The result of meekness and humility is obedience:
“He was subject unto them.”

Obedience comes as the natural result of meekness and
humility, which is learned in the school of God. Oh, that we saw
more of this in these days. This is a day when meekness and
humility are in danger of being lost sight of altogether, when that
which is the very opposite is becoming more and more prominent
among men, and there is a danger of it getting among the children
of God. God forbid that it should be so.

Matt.3:13-15. The perfect humility of our Lord Jesus led Him to
perfect obedience, and as God looked down He saw the perfect
obedience with joy that thrilled His heart. Heaven is no longer able
to contain Him: “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased.” He left us an example, that we should follow His steps.
Matt.26., brings us to the close of His ministry (Matt.26:36-42):
perfect humility, perfect submission, perfect obedience.

MR. D. PATERSON read 1 Sam.15:22,23. We find it exceedingly
difficult at times to get a just estimate of the things that are of value
in the sight of God. Nothing has happened, and nothing can
happen, in all the history of mankind to lower the divine standard.
There is nothing that men may do, in the way of sacrifice, that can
compensate for the lack of obedience. I thought of what we were
by nature. Naturally, we are descendants from a fallen head. Adam
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disobeyed. By the disobedience of one man, many were made
sinners. All have been born outside of Eden’s garden, and thus it
is natural to us. Ps.51:5: “I was born in sin.” Thus, it follows, as it
were as a natural consequence, that the wicked go astray from the
womb speaking lies. Folly is bound up in the heart of a child. To
disobey one’s parents is to disobey the plain command of the Lord.
How quickly it shows itself in children, so disobedience is that
which is natural to us, and nothing short of the divine power can
change or transform us. “Be transformed.” Paul said: “Wherefore,
O King, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision.” What a
transformation took place in that man! He became the outstanding
example of that which he had thought wrong: an example of
obedience, following closely the steps of that One who, though He
were a Son, learned obedience by the things which He suffered.
Obedience—the outcome of humility of which the Lord Jesus is
an outstanding example. It means incessant warfare and the power
of the Holy Spirit against that which is our natural tendency, if we
are to obey, and we know there is that cleansing which can come
through the blood shed on Golgotha’s tree. “The blood of Jesus,
His Son, cleanseth us from all sin.” Purifying also comes from
obedience: “Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? By
taking heed thereto according to Thy word.” How great a value
God sets on obedience 1

Ps.73:3-9. These are natural characteristics: pride, haughtiness.
The man Moses was meek above all that were upon the face of the
earth. What a lofty testimony to bear. It stands there for ever. How
much of that spirit was seen in that man, so it is necessary that we
consider the Blessed One, who learned obedience though He was
a Son. Obedience—so valuable in God’s sight.
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Nothing can be compared to it. Rom.6:17. “Keep thy heart above
all keeping, for out of it are the issues of life.” There was no
question in Abraham’s mind when God said: “Go to yonder place
and offer Isaac.” He believed God was able to give him Isaac back
even from the dead. He implicitly obeyed. It was God who had
said it, and that was enough. How precious to God is the pathway
of obedience, and it is, indeed, necessary to lay to heart the things
that are of value in the pathway that is so plainly and closely
marked out for us in the passage of holy Scripture (1 Pet.1.). He
has become the Author of eternal salvation to them that obey Him.
Before exaltation is humility.

MR. R. HAYNES said: I would like to revert again to the One
who has been before us, the first-named Person of our subject for
to-day, the Lord Jesus Christ: His meekness, humility and
obedience. Sometimes we learn the truth of God by way of
contrast and often by way of comparison. What a contrast as we
consider that perfect, spotless One with ourselves! Ps.40. brings
that One before us: the object and purpose of His coming into the
world: “I delight to do Thy will, O God.” “My meat is to do the
will of Him that sent Me, and to accomplish His work™ (Jn 4:34).
That will involved all that has been brought before us in His
meekness, humility and obedience “Not My will, but Thy will be
done.” Obedience unto death. The pleasure of the Lord prospered
in His hand. What a contrast is seen in the characteristics of the
anti-Christ. Of him it is written: “He shall do his pleasure. He shall
do according to his will, and he shall exalt himself and magnify
himself above every god.” In these days of lawlessness, let us
beware of the spirit of anti-Christ, which is already in the world,
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that we become not anti-Christian, asserting our own will against
the will of God and so frustrating God’s purpose in saving us 1 Jn
3:22 being fulfilled in our case. This can only be avoided as we are
constantly looking off unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of the
Faith.

MR. D. J. COOK said: It seems to me, speaking again of the
blessed Lord Jesus Christ, that His meekness and humility, with
His obedience, can only be measured by His majesty. His eternal
godhead. There is a word in Gal.4., which has been particularly
interesting to me in connexion with His humility. It never came
before me in the same way before (Gal.4:1-4). When God sent forth
His Son, He could have sent Him with royal glory, such as He will
yet come forth with. He could have come forth displaying all the
power of the godhead, and all the glory of the godhead; but He
came born of a woman. What humility, that God, manifest in flesh,
should come into this world in this way. And the next clause seems
to be more striking still: “Born under the law.” What does it mean?
What a position He takes: what a position of absolute subjection
as He comes into this world!

There is a beauty in these words in connexion with the blessed
Lord Jesus Christ; how it speaks out His grace! Ye know the grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, though He was what He was, yet
He became what He became, taking the humblest place it was
possible for one to take; and that beautiful scripture, referred to
already, in Matt.3., as also in Lk.2., particularly those words
addressed to John, when He sought to be baptised of him, came
into one’s mind in this connexion, “ Born under the law.” “For so
it becometh Us to fulfil all righteousness.” “He magnified the law
and made it honourable.” He fulfilled
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the law to the very letter, and in this He gave us an example that
we should follow His steps. Naturally, we follow a bad example
far quicker than a good one, and if we are going to follow the
example set before us by the blessed Lord Jesus Christ in the
matter of meekness, humility and obedience, then it will require
our taking advantage of the all-sufficiency of His grace. Yet we
are encouraged in this, because the word is to us: “My grace is
sufficient for thee,” and there is no reason why failure should
result.

In 4; this speaks far more to us than it is possible for us to
express. The Lord of life and glory sits down by that well and has
a conversation with that lone woman. What condescension on the
part of the Lord Jesus Christ! Jn 11; He comes to Bethany, where
the home of Mary and Martha was, and we gaze upon that Blessed
One there, as down those cheeks rolled those tears, for we are told
that Jesus wept. How He entered into the circumstances of that
humble home! To see a man weeping is uncommon. There is
something distressing about it. It speaks to us of His meekness and
humility. He was born under law, and never once in the entire
course of His sojourn on the earth did He violate one jot or tittle
of that law.

Those of us who, as disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ, have
been baptised in water, into the name of the Father, and Son, and
Holy Spirit, have taken professedly the same attitude towards the
'will of God for His disciples as the blessed Lord Jesus Christ took.
Have we adorned the doctrine of God, our Saviour, since we came
out of the waters of baptism, as He did 1 From the beginning to
the end of His pathway it was the will of God that was His one
aim, at whatever cost; so it should be with us.

MR. J. H. MARTIN said he would like to draw attention
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to an incident in the life of the. blessed Lord Jesus Christ, the One
who has been so prominently before us. All others fade into
oblivion when we think of the Lord Jesus Christ, and, therefore,
there is no doubt that all the speakers have been bound to take up,
as the main part of their subject, that Blessed One. Matt.11:20-30;
very searching words, and upbraiding the cities that were exalting
themselves to heaven, and would be cast down into Hades. Then
He spake these words to them, and thanks God that He had not
revealed them to the wise and prudent: “Take My yoke upon you
and learn of Me.” That is what we want to do to-day: learn to know
what it is to be obedient; learn to know humility. John the Baptist
had been declaring to the people the whole counsel of God, and as
the multitudes were there and hearing, there appears a Man, and
as He appears on the outskirts of the multitude of people, John, by
the insight of the Holy Spirit, saw that Blessed One, and He knew
that he himself would decrease, but the Lord Jesus Christ would
increase.

He committed Himself to John, and there we find humility. We
find John saying: “I ought to be baptised of Thee; ” but the Lord
Jesus said: “ Thou baptise Me to fulfil the law of God.” We find
John learning what it was to obey the voice of God. It is very easy
to miss the mark in humility, very easy to have mock humility.
“Take My yoke upon you and learn of Me, for I am meek and
lowly in heart.” We think of what the yoke meant in the land in
which the Lord was going about. He would see, day by day, yokes
of oxen; he would see strong and weak ones yoked together. Now
the Lord Jesus Christ has an equal yoke, and the meaning of yoke
is a balance. There is nothing unequal about the yoke of the Lord
Jesus Christ; He is able, in fact, to bear the heavier part:
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Come unto Us all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn of Me, for [ am
meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest to your souls”
(Matt.12:17-21). 2 Cor.10:1; if we are to learn anything of this we
must get in touch with God, and seek His face through the holy
Scriptures.

Paul, who was a great man in times past, had become, as it
were, of no reputation; he had cast all aside at the voice of God.
How far are we fit to follow Him? How long are we going to
follow Him 1 Are we going to follow Him to the end, like the
Apostle? Paul, as he heard the voice of God, was prepared to leave
all his honour and glory and follow the Lord Jesus Christ, as many
others did. We can find rest to our souls if we take His yoke upon
us and learn of Him.

MR. F. W. WOOLLEY said: The Lord Jesus Christ stands out
pre-eminent. Matt.11:28: this is the call of the Saviour to the sinner:
the one who is heavy burdened with his sins, and is labouring to
find rest elsewhere. I don’t know whether there are any here who
as yet have not come to Him and found this rest that He can give.
We can, most of us, look back to a day when we first knew the joy
of sins forgiven. We sang: “Happy day, happy day.” Verse 29:
“Take My yoke and learn of Me.” How many have taken the yoke?
The Lord Jesus Christ worked in a carpenter’s shop and He made
many yokes. There were none made like His. He made them
perfect; he could do no other. The Maker of the animal, therefore
He could make the perfect yoke. He has made us and He only can
give us the perfect yoke. Do we know the blessedness of being
yoked with Himself? Learn of Me. These words have burned
themselves into me. How are we to learn of Him? We have been
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taken very specially to His birth. Born under the law. We have
looked with wonder upon that lowly birth. We have gazed upon
that Infant of days. Now come to His life. Get a good grip upon
His life. Follow Him in and out in His own home. How much do
we know of Him f

Ps.25:4,5; are these our heart breathings to-day, fellow
disciples: " Show me Thy ways, teach me Thy paths”? Oh, that
these may be our heart breathings. If we are to be imitators of Him,
this must be our prayer: “On Thee do I wait all the day.” See verse
9. Only the meek are guided in judgment and only these can He
teach His ways. Oh, the meekness and lowliness of that Blessed
One! No royal carriage for Him in His day. A colt was laid aside
for Him. No one had ever sat upon that colt; it had been preserved
by God for Him. Precious things,, guarded by God, for that One
who so pleased Him. They strewed their garments in the way and
cried, " Hosanna to the Son of David!” and oh! the proud cries of
the Pharisees. They asked Him to cause them to cease. He says:
“If these hold their peace, the very stones will cry out.” Oh, that
meek One I Take it into your mind; meditate upon it; the Saviour
Himself riding into Jerusalem upon the colt, the foal of an ass.

When the rulers have Him set for judgment, and bring false
witness against Him, “He opened not His mouth.” Isa.57:15;
Ps.113:5: “I dwell in the high and lofty place ”; God dwelling with
us, with him that is of a humble and contrite spirit. Did not the
Lord Jesus Christ know this in all its blessed perfection? He said:
“He that sent Me is with Me; He hath not left Me alone, for I do
always those things that are pleasing to Him.” He is with us to
revive the spirit and revive the heart. Oh,
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the need of the reviving and if there is a day when we need it, it is
to-day. We need it day by day. “They that wait upon Jehovah shall
renew their strength.” God looks on the heart and knows it. When
the pathway seems difficult and dark, do we know the blessedness
of the reviving? How unlike Him we are to-day, as we look at the
meekness, humility and obedience that characterised Him.

Moses was a great man in his day, and he was a meek man
(Num.12:1-9). Do we live day by day in the realisation that God
hears all we say and sees all we do? Aaron and Miriam speak
against Moses: “Wherefore, then, were ye not afraid to speak
against my servant, Moses?” It is the meek God teaches His way,
and the meek will He guide in judgment, and though they speak
against Moses, he never murmurs. He committed his cause to Him
that judgeth righteously. Miriam is smitten with leprosy. Why did
not God smite Aaron? he was equally guilty. Moses’ heart went
up to God on behalf of Miriam, but Israel was held up for seven
days. How things come in to hinder God’s work to-day. If there is
anything in the camp to-day of this nature, it will hold us up. It
was the same with Achan.

Ps.106:32,33: this is where we find a contrast between Moses
and the Lord Jesus Christ. This is where the Lord Jesus Christ
shines out pre-eminent above all others. Here was the meekest of
all men speaking unadvisedly with his lips. How often we, like
Moses, do this. How often it is the same with us when we get
provoked. Moses had to suffer for it. He never entered into the
land of Canaan. God preserve us from speaking unadvisedly with
our lips. Satan is where he is because of his pride and haughtiness,
and is going down and down and down, until the One who died
upon the cross shall confine him to his eternal doom.
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Paul’s desire was that he might know Him. May this be our
desire and prayer. Where can we know Him? In the pages of holy
Scripture; not merely by coining to the meeting once a week, or
the meeting for the breaking of the bread. The boy that does not
go to school does not learn.

Phil.2:5,12-15; I cannot work out your salvation, nor you, mine;
it is an individual working out. God works in you both to will and
to work for His good pleasure. If we are keeping company with
the unsaved and handling things that are unclean, then God cannot
work in us, to will and work for His good pleasure.

Matt.18:1-4; He calls to Him a little child, and I am sure there
was never a call more readily answered. How precious is the
picture. How different to that disobedience to parents which
characterises children of this present age. He puts him in the midst
(He had called them before this): “Except ye become as little
children, ye shall in no wise enter into the kingdom of heaven.” If
you would be great, you must be small, in your own eyes. Verse
15: how precious are His words. How often it is: “I am going to
have nothing to do with him until he apologises.” The Lord Jesus
says: “If thy brother sin against thee, go show him his fault
between thee and him alone.” Let us go to that one who has done
us a wrong and tell him about it, in all meekness.

Acts 26:17-19; Col.3:12-17; there is enough in these precious
words for us to feed upon for many days.

MR. H. D. FORGIE read 2 Cor.10:1-6. Here Christ is set before
us as the example: “I beseech you, by the meekness and gentleness
of Christ.” We know from the Scriptures that such as
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our thoughts, such OUT actions will follow, for we have heard to-
day that portion in Samuel that “to obey is better than sacrifice,
and to hearken than the fat of rams,” and we know what may be
the outcome of our disobedience. We read that when Israel and
Judah were taken captive because of their sins, when God allowed
Babylon to take them captive, and when some obeyed the word to
go back and rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem, there were some
who stayed behind and did not go. We also read of one in the book
of Esther who took it to his heart that he would exterminate the
people of Israel. This almost brought about the extermination of
that nation, had it not have been for the obedience of Esther. Even
at the risk of her life, she appeared before the king to plead for her
nation, and God wrought through her.

2 Sam.6:6-8; here the Ark of God is being brought back and the
word was given to them in Moses’ day that the Levites must bear
the Ark of the Lord. This time they put it on a new cart, and yoke
the oxen. They come to a certain place, when they stumble, and
one puts forth his hand and touched that Ark, and they had been
told they must not touch lest they die. We hear much to-day about
good intentions. Good intentions, here done in a wrong way,
brought forth the death of the one who did it. If actions are
contrary to the revealed will and mind of God, no pleasure can
accrue to God; Uzzah thought, no doubt, of the oxen stumbling,
and the action followed and he died. Our thoughts come from the
heart, just as we say in the gospel in telling those who are yet in
their sins, that with the heart man believeth. It is ours to see if our
thoughts and ways are according to the mind and will of God, so
that they will be acceptable to Him. Obedience generates from the
heart.
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THE WAY TO THE SANCTUARY.
IV.

THE things within the Sanctuary are visible to the eye of faith
alone; before attempting to touch and handle these, we may with
profit consider a little further what may be termed the tangible part
of the memorial.

The Lord at the cross stood as our champion, alone, the One for
the many, in mortal conflict with the host of darkness, and at His
resurrection we see Him returning, as the omnipotent Conqueror,
victoriously from the fight; and on His holy body are seen the scars
which He received in the encounter. Now, it would have been easy
for the Lord to have removed those scars had He been pleased to
do so, but He did not: He let them remain on His body in
resurrection, and the inhabitants of heaven behold them to-day on
His body of glory. Yea, and to all eternity He will be adored by
the host of the redeemed as the newly slain Lamb. Doubtless there
are many sound reasons for this, but among them we must not
include this: that the Father, to whom He offered Himself through
the eternal Spirit, needs them to keep Him in mind of the perfect
sacrifice offered to Him on our behalf by the Son. We may forget
it, but He cannot. Why, then, did the Lord allow the wound-prints
to remain on His body in resurrection 1 Most of us reply to this
that the Scriptures might be fulfilled, which say: “They shall look
upon Him whom they pierced.” This is quite true, for the wound-
prints are both the marks of His identity and the proof of His
resurrection. They declare Him to be the self-same Jesus of
Nazareth, who was hated and scorned and slain, alive again from
the dead. Those wounds will be the proof of human hate and guilt
to all who behold Him and are not partakers of His saving grace;
yet
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the first use that the Lord made of them was not to convict His
foes, but to comfort and strengthen the troubled hearts of His
doubting friends and bring them peace and joy.

The broken loaf is the sign of the dead body of the Lord, but is
it not the sign also of that body that had been dead but is alive
again 1 Is it not as if the Lord .says to us, as He did to Thomas: *
Beach hither thy finger and see My hands, and reach hither thy
hand and thrust it into My side, and be not faithless but believing.”
It would be just like His loving forethought if He ordained the
Remembrance feast that we might have something tangible,
something to appeal to our senses, until He return; for, surely, He
knows our frame, He remembers that we are but dust. Be this as it
may, we know that all visible and tangible connexion with
Himself ceased at His Ascension, until we have our own bodies of
glory and bear His image in bodies like His own. (2 Cor.5:16).

Now it becomes necessary for us to trace the Lord’s own
entrance into the Sanctuary. Be it observed that there are three
great facts in the work of redemption that depend upon one
another, namely, the Incarnation, the Resurrection and the
Ascension. Each of these has an importance of its own and may
be considered separately, but it is when seen as fitly framed
together and making a perfect whole, that the work of redemption
is understood as it should be. It is the Ascension that links up the
Lord’s work on earth with His work in heaven; it denotes His
entrance there, and thus bears particularly on the way into the
Sanctuary. Of this we speak. In doing so, however, we must
confine ourselves alone to the Lord’s entrance into heaven as High
Priest. By so doing we shall leave untouched things of entrancing
interest, which for the present lie beyond the ken of our
intelligence, such as the changes, physical or other
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wise, that took place in the Lord’s body at His resurrection, and
the like; and hold fast to the fact, the wondrous fact, well attested,
of the Lord’s Ascension, which is the natural consequence of all
that preceded it in His humanity. The paramount fact that, having
passed through the heavens with His body, the same, yet not the
same, as His pre-resurrection body, He now sits at the right hand
of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, a Minister of the
Sanctuary and the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched and not
man, a real man, albeit the God-man, in bodily presence in glory,
as our great Priest, though we know Him no more after the flesh.

The Scriptures say little of the actual fact of the Ascension.
From them we learn that the forty days that intervened between
His Resurrection and His going up into heaven from. Mount
Olivet are completed, the last appearance made, the last word of
instruction given to the disciples, and they come to the scene in
Lk.24:50, where they see their risen Lord in the very act of high
priestly benediction, as it were, from the very threshold of the
heavenly Sanctuary, into which He is about to enter, an act which
symbolises what His life is to be there.

Acts 1:9, takes us a step further “As they were looking He was
taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight,” and the
angels announce the fact that He has gone into heaven, and foretell
His return. This is the last palpable revelation of the Lord on earth.
Here all intercourse with Him that depends on the bodily faculties,
ends. If we except Stephen and Paul, in all probability no eye in
mortal body has seen Him since. From that moment that which
was to be seen gave place to faith. It is useless to stand gazing up
into heaven; mortal eye will never penetrate beyond that cloud.

Needed Truth 1922, page 69



It is not our purpose to dwell upon that home-going: the
triumphal entrance into the glory, the accompanying hosts of
released captives, and the adoring host that give Him welcome, so
we betake ourselves at once to the epistle to the Hebrews, that we
may penetrate behind that cloud and pierce the veil of the heavens
that hides our beloved Lord from our mortal gaze.

It has been well said that the epistle to the Hebrews is a spiritual
telescope that enables us to see right into heaven itself. It is thus
we use it. Heb.1:3: “When He had made purification for sins, sat
down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.” Heb.4:14:
“Having a great high Priest, who hath passed through the heavens,
Jesus, the Son of God.” Heb.6:20: " Whither, as a forerunner, Jesus
entered for us.” Heb.8:2: "A minister of the Sanctuary.” Heb.9:24:
“Into a holy place made without hands, into heaven itself.”
Heb.10:12: “When He had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever,

sat down on the right hand of God.”
“And though awhile He be Hid from the eyes of men.
His people look to see Their great High Priest again.
In brightest glory He will come
And take His waiting people home."

Until that blissful moment all our intercourse with Him must be in
spirit by faith.

In finding the way of the Lord’s entrance into the Sanctuary, we
have found our own, with this difference for the present: He
entered in body, we follow in spirit. As to ourselves, we stand in
mortal body on the floor of the meeting-room, where we happen
to be assembled together for the Remembrance, the broken loaf
and poured out cup before us, symbols of the once-for-all
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offered sacrifice, and by faith we see the way lying before us, the
way which He has dedicated for us: no door or veil bars the way
or obscures the view, no dread or fear in our minds, hearts, or
consciences; and the blood of Christ invites us near. Thus, to us is
given the transcendent privilege of entering into the Holies by the
new and living way, in the most sublime exercise of worship of
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, through our great
Priest alone; and the foundation of the privilege to enter is the
once-for-all offered sacrifice, which has been brought to
remembrance in the appointed manner.

WILLIAM SAVIGAR.
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THE HOUSE OF GOD: ITS SEPARATION.
L.

IT ought to be the aim of every child of God in this life to be well-
pleasing to the Lord, and that because of appreciation on his part
of the great deliverance he has known from the penalty of his sins.
Love which inclines us to obedience is the most powerful and the
most pleasant of all forces. But should we make no aim at pleasing
the Lord in consequence of His love for us, there is still another
reason why all who are accounted servants of Christ (either really
or potentially so) should consider this matter, and that is “ For we
must all be made manifest before the judgment seat of Christ; that
each one may receive the things done in the body, according to
what he hath done whether it be good or bad " (2 Cor.5:10).

Solemn, indeed, will be that day when we stand there and see
our works reviewed, and we ourselves made manifest; there to
receive our just portion of praise or blame, and be set in our place
and be what we shall be for all eternity. Such a coming event
should have the effect of making us bestir ourselves and realise
our responsibility in service, and also to exercise our minds as to
what is pleasing to the Lord.

We wish to keep this consummation of all service before us as
we turn to the subject we propose to look at, the subject of
separation: separation, not as it applies to the expediency of
present circumstances in a sectarian and apostate age, in which
separation seems to be a matter of guessing at what is fitting,
resulting in endless discussion, but as it relates to the House of
God, and what God requires of all those who are therein.

When we turn to the subject of the House of God we see that
this matter, in the very nature of it, requires
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separation from this evil world in all its varied forms, as well as
self-judgment of the most exacting kind. When I say this, it may
be that some readers may make a mental comment on these
assertions, which may be expressed by the word “legal” Many
who have taught the requirements of the truth of God in the
present time have by some been called legal in their teaching, and
it would seem in the mind of some that grace could be separated
from truth and yet be true grace, and as though grace alone came
by Jesus Christ; but He was the embodiment of grace and truth.

I wish to view this subject of separation in two ways: firstly,
in the light of the call of God to “come out”; and, secondly, in
view of the exhortations to “put away” those things which are
inconsistent with being in the House of God.

THE CALL OF GOD.

We cannot do better in our consideration of the call of God
than begin with 2 Cor.6:14-18. Most, if not all, of our readers will
conclude at once the inconsistency, and in fact the impossibility,
of unifying the opposites Paul mentions in verses 14,15 and 16;
and if it be impossible to do so, then the inequality of yoking
believers and unbelievers together will be seen at once.

Ifit be forbidden that believers should be unequally yoked with
unbelievers, it is also forbidden that they share in common with
unbelievers; for “what portion hath a believer with an
unbeliever?”

The apostle passes on further and views those believers in their
position as “a temple of the living God.” Individually they are
believers; collectively they are a temple of the living God. They
are either a temple of God, or they are nothing, collectively, just
as individually they are either believers or unbelievers. There can
be
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no half-way house between these facts either individually or
collectively.

God speaks of His dwelling-place in such words as these: “I
will dwell in (with the sense of among) them and walk in them;
and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.” Because of
the fact that He is dwelling among His people, He calls upon them
to come out from among them, and be separate. These words,
compared with the words in the previous verse, simply mean that
unless they come out from among the unbelievers already referred
to, then He will cease to dwell among them. To descend to the
common level of the unbeliever will no doubt save the believer
from persecution, which separation involves, but he can only do
it at the great expense of the loss of God’s presence; but ‘what
shall we say when we contemplate the grave possibility of those
who are called " Temple of living God " descending to this level
through the rejection of the call of God 1 May we never see such
a calamity befall God’s remnant people!

It appears quite clear to the writer that there are two calls in
New Testament times. There is the call of the Son of God, such a
call as He expressed when He said: “Come unto Me ...and I will
give you rest.” Those who obey this call, which is heard in the
gospel, are found in that company of called ones, the Church,
which is His Body, against which the gates of Hades cannot
prevail (Eph.1:22,23: Matt.16:18). The meaning of the word
“church” involves a call. The call of the Son in the gospel is to
everyone, without any regard for the relationships or associations
of those to whom such a call comes. It is what they are, sinners
exposed to God's wrath, not what they are associated with, that
He is interested in.

When once a sinner has obeyed the call of Christ in
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the gospel, and has become a believer, he is then in a position to
hear the call of God: “Come ye out from among them and be ye
separate.” While in the first call no reference was made to the
associations (but to the state as a labouring, burdened one, and we
were told, “Come unto Me”), now it is: “ Separate yourself from
your old associations! Come out from among them!”

Upon the obedience of the believer to this call will depend his
future usefulness for God.

Peter on the day of Pentecost, not only preached the gospel to
the multitude, but to the inquiring hearers he declared specifically
what should be done by them. Having told them to repent and be
baptised, he also with many other words exhorted them, saying: "
Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” So quickly did
separation follow on the heels of salvation that on that day it was
possible to add the saved, baptised, and separated ones to those
already separated to the Lord.

The added ones thereafter continued steadfastly, and, severe
as was the persecution of those days, they gave abundant evidence
of their reality, and of their appreciation of the separated path they
were called upon to tread.

Should the reader require evidence from other portions of the
Scriptures, that we are not dealing with an isolated portion of the
Word on this vital question of separation, we would refer him to
the call of Abraham (Heb.11:7); the call of Israel out of Egypt
(Hos.11:1); the call of the remnant from Babylon (Zech.3:7); the
call of God’s people out of Babylon in days yet future
(Rev.18:4,5). We have given but a single reference in each case,
and our space will not permit us to elaborate the subject of the call
of God at those different times, though they are so full of lessons

Needed Truth 1922, page 75



for us, nor will space admit of multiplying references. The
interested reader will be able to follow on in thought in the lines
indicated, as well as be convinced that if we, as God’s people, are
to be of use to Him in our own times, then separation is of prime
importance, and that in what we have been saying on 2 Cor.6, we
are not straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel, nor yet
making mountains of molehills.

Not only must we come out and be separate: we must not
become unclean by touch. Much may be learned of uncleanness
by touch from Leviticus, chapters 11. to 15., and elsewhere in the
Old Testament.

They were not to become unclean because God said: “I am
Jehovah, your God: sanctify yourself, therefore, and be ye holy;
for I am holy;” and again: “For I am Jehovah that brought you up
out of the land of Egypt to be your God; ye shall, therefore, be
holy, for I am holy ” (Lev.11:44,45).

God’s elect are holy and beloved (Col.3:12). They are made
holy ones, or saints, by their being sanctified in Christ Jesus (1
Cor.1:2). Being such individually, they should find themselves
together in God’s holy nation (1 Pet.3:9), in which circumstances
they are called upon to be holy: “But like as He which called you
is holy, be ye yourselves also holy in all manner of living” (1
Pet.1:15).

Though they are rendered and reckoned holy by an act on
God's part, which has made them holy and without blemish, and
that forever, they are to be holy outwardly and manifestly in all
manner of living. Thus, inwardly and outwardly, to Godward and
to manward, God’s people are to be holy. Outward sanctity,
without inward reality, makes a man like the old-time Pharisee,
and, on the other hand, some who have been sanctified in Christ,
and have gone back, can scarce be detected
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from those that go down to the pit. But what is an unclean thing 1
Speaking generally, we would answer that it is what is of the
works of the flesh (see Gal.5:19-21). Amongst the many things
that the flesh does, it makes heresies or sects or parties.. Think of
the nation with its parties: big parties and small parties, parties
within parties, and parties separate from parties, all striving for
the mastery. Then when we turn to religious matters we see the
same partyism. All sects and parties are unclean to the separated
believer. They may call the way he takes, in obedience to the call
of God, a sect, as Paul said before the governor: “I confess unto
thee that, after the way which they call a sect, so serve I the God
of our fathers” (Acts 24:14).

We have just particularised the sin of sectarianism, but there
are other works of the flesh which would defile the believer and
would render him unclean so that God could not receive him.

Separation and sanctification are absolute necessities in the
things which go to make up our manner of living if we are to be
of service to God and if we are to find a place and continue in the
House of God.

PUT AWAY THE STRANGE GODS

The first part of our subject, the Call of God, has borrowed
nearly all our space-, and we must content ourselves with briefly
noting the fact that the will of God in reference to the House of
God not only requires separation from those persons and things
from which we must be separate, it also demands that we cleanse
ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit (2 Cor.7:1). Jacob,
when he was called upon by God to return to Bethel (House of
God), realised the incongruity of having strange gods in such a
place, so he said to his household: “Put away the strange gods
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that are among you, and purify yourselves and change your
garments.” Then it is recorded: “They gave unto Jacob all the
strange gods which were in their hand, and the rings which were
in their ears; and Jacob hid them under the oak which was in
Shechem” (Gen.35:2,4).

This same idea of putting away that which is inconsistent with
the House of God comes out again and again, as see for instance,
Eph.4:22,23; Col.3:8; Jas.1:21; not forgetting in this connexion
such well-known words as: “Putting away, therefore, all
wickedness and all guile and hypocrisies and envies, and all evil
speakings” (1 Pet.2:1). If we fail continually to put away what we
are called upon to put away, very soon there will appear to us no
reason why we should be separate from others from whom we
have separated, and would it be too much to say that in some cases
there is a higher standard of personal purity of life in these matters
in certain without, than in some who are within? It ought not so
to be. Let us not only give heed to the call to “come out and be
separate,” but let us also “put away” all that is inconsistent with
such a separated position.

JOHN MILLER.
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THE UNEQUAL YOKE.

IN Gen.1., we find that He who is Light divided the light from the
darkness. “And God saw the light, that it was good; and God
divided the light from the darkness.” This is the divine principle
of acting. We who are saved by His grace are called “the children
of light.” Yea, “seeing it is God that said, Light shall shine out of
darkness, who shined in our hearts, to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (2
Cor.4:6). Having had this glorious in-shining, now we are
exhorted to walk as children of light.

Separation from evil has always been God’s principle of unity.
Light from darkness, good from evil, is the way of God. The call
of God is from all carnal associations, and separation unto
Himself. If we take the call of Abraham, or Israel as a nation, or
the Church with its high and heavenly calling, it is always a call
of separation unto Himself. The will of God is a definite
separation from and a separation unto.

In the case of Abraham it was: “Get thee out of thy country,
and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land
that I will show thee ” (Gen.12.). It was a path of faith, faith in the
living God, a stranger and pilgrim’s path, sustained by exceeding
great and precious promises. His future, for him and his seed, was
in the hands of a faithful, covenant-keeping God, who faileth not.
It was not for him to reason, for that would show a heart of
disobedience and a desire to walk by sight, but simply to obey
and walk by faith. With Abraham, now free from the idolatrous
and carnal things around him, it was just one long, close, lovely
walk with God.

We take the case of Israel as a nation and the mind of God
concerning them. He calls them out as a
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collective people from Egypt, which is a figure of this world in
its varied aspects, whether religious, political, or any other, and
redeems and separates them unto Himself. By the blood of the
paschal lamb He saves them from His judgment, and by the Red
Sea He separates them from Egypt, when they were baptised unto
Moses in the cloud and in the sea.

The object of this mighty two-fold deliverance is seen in the
words: “I have borne you on eagles’ wings and brought you unto
Myself. Now, therefore, if ye will obey My voice indeed, and
keep My covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto Me
above all peoples; ...and ye shall be unto Me a kingdom of priests
and an holy nation” (Ex.19:6,6).

It was as they obeyed and did God’s will so would His presence
go with them, and they would be separated from all the peoples
that are upon the face of the earth (Ex.33:16). Therefore, God’s
commands were very explicit and clear concerning every unequal
yoke. They were to maintain a path of separation from the nations
around. They were to make no covenant with them nor with their
gods, lest they make them sin against God, and this eventually
would be a snare unto them (Ex.33:32,33). This joining affinity
with the ungodly, whether in worship or any other association,
would be the devil’s trap for His separated people, and God, who
foresaw this, warned them against it, and repeatedly warned them
as we shall see. If Satan could not get them wholly to give up the
separated path of true worship, communion and service, he does
endeavour to get the godly seed mixed and mingled with the
ungodly, in order to mar their holy, separated life unto God in its
varied aspects.

Listen again to the voice of God with His further warning in
Ex.34:12-15: “Take heed to thyself, lest thou make a covenant
with the
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inhabitants of the land, ...lest it be for a snare unto thee; for
Jehovah, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God; lest thou make
a covenant with the inhabitants of the land.” No compromise, no
parley, no quarter-of-the-way methods were to be observed:
complete separation, complete destruction. We are not
overlooking the fact that they were an earthly people, with earthly
hopes, looking for and about to inhabit an earthly country,
Canaan. It is not for us to destroy material things, “for the
weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God”
(2 Cor.10:3), because we use the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God. But the principle is the same for us as for them: our
calling is a heavenly one, our hopes and destiny are heavenly.

Again does God warn them in Deut.7:1-11, using the same
words: “Thou shalt make no covenant with them.” Solemn
warnings and faithful promises are here uttered (see also
Deut.2:29-32). How jealous God was and is to have His own
purchased possession entirely for Himself. The matter of
marriage with the ungodly or the nations around is especially
dealt with in Jdgs.23:6-16; also mingling with the nations, or
having fellowship with their ways, is portrayed here, with the
solemn results: “They shall be snares and traps unto you, and
scourges in your side, and thorns in your eyes until ye perish.”
How many carcases and spiritual wrecks are strewn along the way
of those who have joined in affinity with the ungodly I It began
with something perhaps very small, but it was a by-path meadow
and soon the young sister who became friendly with an unsaved
young man, found herself ensnared in the devil’s trap. “It’s too
late now,” were the solemn words spoken by a sister who became
betrothed to a young man who was an unbeliever and who has
recently
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married. Yes, when brethren went to see her about this unequal
yoke, her plea was: “It’s too late now.” Ensnared, entrapped by
the devil, who had gradually- and insidiously laid baits for her,
her testimony is destroyed, and unless repentance is granted to
her by our sovereign God, she will yet know sorrow and suffering
from the hands of our God and Father, or she may perish by the
way (1 Cor.11:30; 1 Jn 5:16-18).

Not only is betrothal and marriage to an unbeliever an unequal
yoke, but every other union where there is fellowship with the
unregenerate is an unequal yoke, as we shall see.

Now we come to a very solemn time in Israel’s history,
answering in some respects to our own day, in which we see
unholy unions with the ungodly, breaking the commandments of
the Lord, and entering into associations with those who love Him
not, yea, who are haters of Him (Jdgs. 2.). It would be, truly, good
for us also if we, on account of this unholy mingling of God’s
saints with the unrighteous, were brought by the searching power
of His word to become weepers like they were. Bochim (weepers)
is the place where we need to come to. Let us hear the voice of
God (casting away all human reasonings) saying unto us: “Why
have ye done this?” Yea, why have ye done this? Why those
unsaved companions, who will lead you astray? Why that joining
affinity with Co-operative Societies, which are in many cases
avowedly socialistic and their objects Communism, for even their
vans are painted red, and their aims are the same as the “Red
Flag” Party? Child of God, have you ever thought what you are
associated with? Why have ye done this? God would speak to you
in the words of Jdgs.2: “I said, I will never break My covenant
with you.” Yes, a faithful covenant-keeping God is ours.
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God is faithful; but “why have we been unfaithful to Him? He has
said in verse 2: “Ye shall make no league with the inhabitants of
this land... Hut ye have not obeyed My voice; why have ye done
this?” We are not writing without knowledge when we say that
some of the Lord’s people have not wholly separated themselves
from the peoples of the land; ...they have mingled themselves
with the peoples of the lands (Ezra 9:1,2).

We also think of the unequal yoke that some have formed
through joining in with the Trades Union movement. It is no true
service unto God to write or speak in any veiled way about these
things, neither shall we help our fellow-believer by so doing. The
day in which we live calls for bold application of the truth of God
if we would save those who hear us. In principle and practice
Trades Unionism is socialistic. Many of its founders were
socialists and some were atheists.

It is high time we awoke out of sleep to see what works of
darkness some are associating themselves with, by paying their
subscriptions and becoming members of trades unions. Judged by
its tyrannical actions in persecuting those who hold aloof from its
membership, its calling upon servants to disobey their masters, its
calling for strikes, bringing sorrow, distress and starvation to so
many, it has proved itself a veritable work of darkness, with
which the Christian is to have no fellowship with (Eph.5:11,12).
No child of God, who knows anything of its root or its fruit, would
dare to say that it was light, that it was righteousness, that it was
of Christ, that it was of the Father. If, then, it is not light, it must
be darkness; if it is not righteousness, it must be unrighteousness;
if it is not of Christ, it is of Belial; if not of the Father, it is of the
world. We now ask what fellowship hath
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righteousness with unrighteousness? And what communion hath
light with darkness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial?
Or what part hath he that believeth with an unbeliever? Therefore,
the word of God says: “Be ye not unequally yoked (paired)
together with unbelievers” (2 Cor.6:14-16). This word covers
every unequal yoke whether it be betrothal and marriage,
partnerships in business, companionships with the unsaved, being
members of co-operative societies, masters’ unions, trades
unions, ecclesiastical unions, political unions (such as being
members of parish or town councils, board of guardians, or any
political organisation); for any believer to belong to such is a
denial of his heavenly calling and citizenship, which is in heaven
(Phil.3:20; Heb.3:1; Eph.2:4-6).

We may well ask, as Ezra of old: “Should we again break Thy
commandments, and join affinity with the people of these
abominations? wouldst Thou not be angry with us, so that there
should be no remnant nor escaping?”’ (Ezra 9:14). Some may ask:
Is this path of separation from the world possible for a child of
God to tread to-day? Our answer can only be that it is the only
path marked out by God for His people in the Old and New
Testaments. It is the only path where a believer can maintain
fellowship with God. It will entail suffering, sorrow and present
loss, but the joy of His presence, His smile of approval, and His
words in the future: “Well done, thou good and faithful servant;
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord,” will make up for it all.

The darkness is closing in around us, the path is narrowing, and
it may be even before our Lord comes we shall see evidences of
that time, when none shall be able to buy or sell unless they
receive the mark of the beast.
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In all our weakness let us be loyal and faithful to our Sovereign
Head, the Lord Christ:

“Oh, how will recompense His smile
The sufferings of this little while.”

Let us cry:

“Help, Lord, for the godly man ceaseth, the faithful fail from
among the children of men” (Ps.18:1).

Should any of our readers be entangled in any unequal yoke,
we beseech them, for the sake of the One who loved us and gave
Himselfup for us, to come out from among them, and be separate,
and touch no unclean thing, as the Lord says with the promise: “
I will receive you, and will be to you a father, and ye shall be to
ML sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.”

Having, therefore, these promises, beloved, let us cleanse
ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God (2 Cor.6:17,18; 7:1; also see and read
Rev.18:4).

J. DORRICOTT.
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SEPARATION.

IN the seventeenth chapter of John the Lord Jesus mentions the
word “world” eighteen times. It may at first be supposed that this
continual reference shows that the Lord Jesus was much
concerned about the world, but we find His thought is for the men
whom He is leaving in it, as seen in the words: “These are in the
world, and I come to Thee. Holy Father, keep them in Thy name”
(verse 11). Then whilst the Lord Jesus is speaking of His apostles
in particular, yet He says: “Neither for these only do I pray, but
for them also that believe on Me through their word" (verse 20).
Therefore, we learn that His words are far-reaching, including
even the disciples of the present day, and so we come to
understand the Lord Jesus desires that disciples should be kept
whilst they are in the world: kept for a purpose, kept for Jesus
Christ (see Jude 1:1). He did not pray for them to be taken from
the world, but asked His Holy Father that they should be kept
from the evil one; and just as it could be said of those men, “They
are not of the world,” so does the Lord Jesus wish to say of
disciples now, “They are not of the world.” This involves
separation.

These words, “not of the world,” remind us that we have been
born again and made a new creation in Christ Jesus. That being
s0, how very important it is to respond to the high calling unto
which we have been called, and be separate from the world, which
is but a place for the Christian to pass through on the way to the
celestial city. He is here as the representative of the Lord Jesus.
May this ever be remembered.

Now in the world there are many things which appear to be
right, but they are not for us, for we are to be a separate people,
and separation is nothing if it is not clear, clean, and definite. It is
useless being fast and
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loose. In order that there may be a real separation, the Holy
Scriptures are given to guide disciples how to order their steps
properly. But often, alas! God’s people are creatures of
circumstances, and they are overcome. Christians go where they
will; yea, they go to many places which they should never
approach. Sometimes it has been to the so-called “church ” or the
“chapel” for a marriage, because of family ties that are so hard to
be ignored; or it may be to a great musical gathering, and perhaps
at a time when the assembly may be holding a prayer meeting or
Bible reading. The cinema, theatre, and football match are even
known to attract some of God’s people, but none of these things,
and others may be mentioned, are for the called-out and separated
people of God. If we join in these matters, then we cannot claim
to be following faithfully our Lord and Master, Jesus Christ.

Again, then sometimes there is companionship with those
outside the Community of the Son of God. This is a very
important matter, for it is a dangerous path to tread. Where it will
lead to in any particular case God only knows. Let us once more
remind ourselves of the words in 2 Cor.6., “Be ye separate,” and
consider: “What fellowship hath a believer with an unbeliever?”

Companionship may lead to courtship and marriage, and in
these matters God looks to see that His people do not bring
dishonour to His name by becoming engaged to anyone outside
the House of. God. In all details His leading may be known, and
let us be sure of this: God does not lead contrary to His word. If
Christians dare to tread where they are forbidden to go, then
depend upon it there will be trouble: the life will be spoiled so far
as usefulness to God is concerned, and if there is no restoration it
will be lost.

Separation needs to be very real, and, if the separate
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character is not maintained, then we become like many who have
never heard the call of God, and we shall cease to be a power in
the world.

In considering this matter let us remember that in recent years
it has pleased God to give us a remarkable expression of His
grace, and this has been shown in various ways. We have to thank
God for giving the Community a clear and plain manifestation of
the truth for all who would understand the will of God; also it is
in the Community into which we are called by God, that a
Christian can worship and serve God according to the pattern laid
down in the Scriptures. Great unanimity and the spirit of
fellowship have characterised different assemblings of God's
people from time to time. There was a marked deliverance, with
the divine presence known, under the shadow of war among
nations. God’s servants have commenced work, though on a very
small scale, in the continent of Africa, and a testimony has been
raised there. Nearer home, God has graciously blessed efforts to
reach and help young men and boys at the camps that have been
held in different places. Earnest gospel workers have visited
villages with the Gospel. Latest of all, there is given to us a
collection of hymns to meet all kinds of need in praising God and
making known His goodness.

In the light of these and many other mercies (and the heavens
are not yet closed, for faith says, “Still there’s more to follow ),
what shall we say and how shall we respond thereto? Oh, to hear
from the Lord: Watch ye, stand fast in the faith (1 Cor.16:13);
Stand fast in the Lord (Phil.4:1).

God forbid that in our knowledge and joy we should be
unmindful and forget that we are a separate people. Very much
depends upon each disciple looking to himself or herself to see
that there is nothing which will have
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a deterring effect. The words of the wise preacher are: One sinner
destroyeth much good. Ours is an individual opportunity to work
out our own salvation. In private review we might prove ourselves
and ask: “Is the assembly, in which I am, the better for my
presence? Am I a help or a hindrance? Is there anything I can do
that I am not doing? Do I miss the prayer meeting? Is there a class
of young folk I might attend to? Can we say: “Lord, what wouldst
Thou have me to do - I am separated unto Thee; I cannot do much,
but what I can do I will, God helping me, seek to do. Help me, O
God.”

The Fellowship or Community is a place of privilege and
responsibility, and the consideration of these matters ought to
nerve us on and encourage us. Of Solomon it is said, despite all
else we may read, his affection was set towards the House of his
God. How beautiful, and how worthy of copying! The greatest joy
of the Christian is to find his all and all in the place of the Name.
Be it otherwise, Satan will do his utmost to cater for us, and
anything he supplies is but an investment to produce great returns,
and to increase the population of his domain and the sphere of his
influence: and he, alas! well knows how to use born-again persons
who fall into his snare.

May we strive to be faithful and enjoy an honourable
separation, not partial but entire, so that our only Master and
Saviour, Jesus Christ, can say of us: “They are not of the world,
even as [ am not of the world.”

GEO. MCINTYRE.
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AT REST.

DR. CHARLES MANN LUXMOORE fell asleep through Jesus at
10.30 a.m. on the Lordly morning, April 16th,1922. He was one
of the editors of this magazine from its commencement as a
quarterly periodical in 1888 until he laid down his pen for ever
after writing the contribution “Across the Ocean,” which appears
this month. His first signed article bore the title, “Let them make
Me a Sanctuary,” and we thankfully acknowledge the abundant
help God’s remnant people have subsequently received from his
clear, incisive and stimulating words on many occasions in these
pages, either over his name, or without signature, or attributed

to “Wayfarer.”

(also, see Poem pg.108)
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ACROSS THE OCEAN.
Foreword.

“ACROSS the Ocean ” is the last written ministry of Dr. C. M.
Luxmoore, and we think it is the most beautiful of his many and
varied writings. It seems to have been penned on the very
borderland of the Home above, and its chief note rises to the
throne and leads the song of our worshipping hearts: “Unto Him
that loveth us, and loosed us from our sins by His blood, ... to Him
be the glory and the dominion for ever and ever. Amen.”

The manner in which the sufferings of our Lord and Saviour
are referred to is very touching; simplicity and solemnity go hand
in hand: it is a most beautiful and fitting conclusion to a written
ministry extending over many years, and with hearts turned to our
one Lord and Master we would reverently say: “Thou hast kept
the good wine until now.”

H. E.

A friend of mine was recently contemplating removal to the
Continent of North America. He was saying that he could not
contemplate conveying to that distant land all his possessions. Not
only did he think the question of their safe removal would be too
doubtful; he was also impressed with the probability that they
would, many of them, be incongruous and out of place when they
arrived there. But, he said, there are one or two things that I
certainly intend to take with me, for I set great store by them, and
I feel sure that even in America, where so many wonderful things
are to be found, I could never find anything that would take their
place.

I, too, I said, am removing to a distant land at some not too
distant date, and I am sure I cannot take with
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me a great many things that [ use and value where I now live. But
I also have some things that I must take with me whatever
happens,

I must leave behind any money or land or house or furniture I
may possess. None of these things can I take with me. Happy |
am that [ can carry away a bright and vivid memory of having had
all my sins forgiven and of some happy companionship, as a
pilgrim and sojourner down here, with the One who died for me.

* * * * *

During the time when the Master was on earth He tabernacled
in a body made in the likeness of sinful flesh, prepared for Him
by God His Father. This body, born of the Virgin Mary, was very
precious to God; but it was a body of blood and flesh, for use on
earth in the service which He served in the days of His
humiliation.

When the time came for His great sacrifice, this precious frame
was shamefully and wickedly maltreated by men so far as God
permitted them to go. But only so far could they go, for it was
God’s purpose eternally to have it in His own possession and
presence.

Consequently, when the whole work was finished, the body
that had suffered so grievously was taken down from the cross
reverently and carefully by disciples and friends and laid in the
newly hewn sepulchre that Joseph of Arimathea had made in a
rock. A great stone was rolled against the opening, and there the
body lay in the care of angelic guardians.

Three days passed by and the first day of a new week dawned,
and then was accomplished that work of which we read, “raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father.” The body of the Lord
was raised in glory that in it He might sit eternally on the right
hand of. God. God has taken to be with Himself in the highest
heavens the body which He values so much; once,

Needed Truth 1922, page 92



indeed, in it in lowliness the Lord Jesus Christ trod this earth as
the Man of Sorrows. Now in it in glory unspeakable He occupies
the high and holy place on the throne of God. A precious thing of
earth has been transported to that world of light and glory. We
also look that our bodies of humiliation shall be fashioned like
unto His body of glory and so shall be for ever with the Lord.

C. M. LUXMOORE.

GRACE.

IT is the work of the Holy Spirit to lead the people of God into a
fuller knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. To all of them it should
be a constant cause of gratitude that the high and lofty One, who
inhabiteth eternity, should graciously consider such creatures as
they, and that where sin abounded (for their sins are many and
their guilt great), grace should abound more exceedingly
(Rom.5:20).

Grace we sing, God’s grace through Jesus,
Grace the spring of peace to man;

Grace which from each sorrow frees us.
Grace too high for thought to scan:

Grace the theme of God’s own love,
Grace the theme all themes above.

Such a song is the language of a heart that has tasted that the
Lord is gracious, telling its appreciation of the unbounded grace
of God as revealed in Christ. It is true, indeed, that while all God's
ways reveal His divine attributes, the bright glories of His grace
shine above His other wonders. And the glories of His grace are
displayed to us in Christ.

To think upon the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
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may well leave us wondering, for though He was rich yet for our
sakes He became poor, that we through His poverty might become
rich (2 Cor.8:9). Moreover, being in the form of God, He counted
it not a prize to be on an equality with God, but emptied Himself,
taking the form of a servant, being made in the likeness of men
(Phil.2:6,7).

Yet One from Thee, oh, matchless grace!
Oh, wondrous mystery divine!

In human form did take man’s place,
And God and man in one combine.

Celestial hosts who witness such an exhibition of
condescending grace, burst forth in rapture: Glory to God in the
highest” And when the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
full of grace and truth, it was in order that grace might reign
through righteousness.

Grace was shown in every word that fell from the lips and in
the manifold acts of the Man, Christ Jesus, and more we consider
His actions and His words, the more we shall understand His
grace, if so be we are not slack to emulate Him in His obedience
to the Father’s will.

The hymn tells us to:

View the Man of Sorrows treading,
Earth’s dark vale of sin and woe,
Love and healing mercy spreading
Everywhere His footsteps go.

None ever came to Him realising a need of Him without
receiving abundant grace and blessing, and as His pathway passes
into deeper gloom His grace is more abundantly evident:

When we see Him in the garden,
Anguish forcing drops like blood,
At His grace we are confounded,
Holy spotless Lamb of God.
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It is at the cross of Golgotha where grace is seen in all its
wondrous fulness. From the dread darkness which wraps a space
the victim of divine justice, grace shines with the glory of the New
Covenant. Then it is that the advancing tide of God’s goodness to
men reaches the flood, never to recede. The very wrath of man is
made to praise Him, for though human rebellion vents its utmost
spite upon the Man of Calvary, He Himself bears our sins in His
body on the tree. God, the Incarnate Maker, dies for man, His
creature’s sin. Being found in fashion as a man, Christ Jesus
humbles Himself, obedient even unto death. Fathomless; too high
to be measured; too vast to scan.

Let us, a ransomed, race..
Sing His abounding grace.
Praise to His name.

How much those who follow Him are indebted to His grace.
Reckon if you can how much Peter owed to Him for that gracious
look of Lk.22:61. Paul, too, owns that the grace of our Lord
abounded exceedingly to him. Even in his afflictions the word
ministered to him by the Lord is: “My grace is sufficient for thee.”
Knowing, then, such grace, he exhorts Timothy: “My child, be
strengthened in the grace which is in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim.2:1).
And salutations of grace are found at the close of all his letters,
even as the closing desire of the Holy Spirit through John is that
“the grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints.” Let then,

...The bright glories of Christ’s name
Fill heaven and earth with praise;
And angel’s learn Immanuel’s fame,.
And celebrate His grace.
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THE HOUSE OF GOD: ITS WORSHIP.
IIL.

WE have seen in our previous article that separation from all that
is contrary to the will of God is absolutely essential if we are to
find ourselves in the house of God, and if we wish to continue to
dwell therein. In connexion with the call of God of His people
Israel out of Egypt, Pharaoh made four offers to Moses; offers
which contained a modification of God’s claims with reference to
His people and their service in the wilderness.

Firstly, he said, “Go ye, sacrifice to your God in the land.”
When he found that this was not acceptable, he said, secondly, “I
will let you go that ye may sacrifice to the Lord, your God; only
ye shall not go very far away.” This meant that the line of
separation between Israel and Egypt was not to be drawn too
severely. This second modified offer he afterwards withdrew.
Thirdly, he said, “Go ye that are men and serve the Lord, for that
is what ye desire.” In this offer they were to leave all behind them.
Then the fourth and last offer, “Go ye, serve the Lord; only let
your flocks and herds be stayed: let your little ones also go with
you.” This offer was the utmost that Pharaoh would go, but even
that was not acceptable to God. Moses said, “Thou must also give
into our hand sacrifices and burnt offerings that we may sacrifice
unto the Lord our God.”

Complete separation was God’s will for Israel, for men,
women and children, for flocks and herds, and for all their
substance. All this was with the object in view of their going out
into the wilderness to serve Jehovah their God. What a lesson
there is in all this for us. If it was so in a day characterised by the
giving of the Law, how much stronger are God’s claims under
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grace. But grace is turned into license these days, as though under
grace God’s redeemed are allowed to pick and choose as they like,
choosing this thing and rejecting the other of the will of God.
Some things are marked as non-essential and as being a hindrance
to the work of God. Surely the all-wise God made no such
mistakes as to allow certain things to be set in His word which
would be a hindrance to His work. We pass on, not staying to
reason longer upon such a false idea, which is too strange for
words, yet permeates the minds of not a few.

God has always been seeking worshippers, and it is also true
that He chooses those who shall approach unto Him. To this end
He chose Abraham and his seed after him. With Abraham He did
a new thing: He called and separated him from his land and his
own people. Abraham was a man separated from among men.
Then the same thing was done with the nation of Israel. A nation
was called and separated from the nations of the earth. Such acts
were new and without parallel in the dealings of God with men
before these times.

How much we learn from Abraham with his altar builded unto
the Lord and his tent pitched close by the altar. Perhaps it is
needless to say that it was the altar and not Abraham’s dwelling
that was builded. The altar, the builded thing, was the fixed thing:
it was God’s meeting-place with Abraham. Abraham’s tent was
very easily moved. Perhaps, in one sense, it was too easily moved,
for he moved it as far as Egypt, to which land he had no
commandment to go. In order to renew his dealings with God, he
had to come back to the “place of the altar which he had made
there at the first, and there Abram called on the name of the Lord”
(Gen.13:4). Back to the altar he had to come, after a lapse of time
and a lapse, too, in his service at the altar, which meant much
Sorrow to
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him in after days and much sorrow, also, we believe, to his
descendants.

All this contains many lessons for us, such as the proximity of
our dwelling to the place where we may and can serve God, arid
also the great necessity that we should see that there are no lapses
in our service, however great the difficulties or the famines may
be. To forsake God in dark days and only to serve Him in days of
sunshine, proves how slight is our hold upon Him, and how small
our knowledge of His ways. Days of adversity will come, and so,
too, will days of prosperity. In each let us consider how best to
deport ourselves, and to dispose wisely of such things as the Lord
is pleased to give; and let us under no circumstances move our
tent (except at the call of God to another place of service, where
He wills to extend the testimony) far from the place of the altar,
or we will do it to our sorrow.

We pass over the days of Isaac and Jacob, simply reminding
ourselves of Jacob in Bethel, where we see God’s servant (as
Jacob is so often called) in “The Place.”

We come to Israel, whom, after being delivered out of Egypt,
we see encamped in the appointed place of service at the foot of
Sinai. They are a chosen people in a chosen place. In Abraham we
see a chosen man in a chosen land (Canaan). In Jacob we have a
chosen man in a chosen place (Bethel, that is, House of God). In
Israel we see a chosen nation at a chosen mountain (Sinai or
Horeb): “Ye shall serve God upon this mountain ” (Exodus, 8:12).

Worship first of all involves revelation, or it is as the Lord told
the Samaritan woman, " Ye worship that which ye know not” (Jn
4:22); or again, what Paul found in Athens, “An altar with this
inscription, ‘To an unknown God’” (Acts 17:23). Then it is
necessary that those to whom God has revealed Himself should
respond to His call as we have it in the
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case of Israel coming from Egypt, as we have shown in our
previous article.

In the appointed place Moses received the pattern of the
tabernacle with all the furniture thereof, and it was enjoined upon
him by God that he should make it all according to the pattern
which was showed him in the mount. Then the willing hearted in
Israel had an opportunity of giving what was required for the
building of the tabernacle. So well did they rise to the great
opportunity in those days of their first love that they brought more
than was necessary, and they had to be restrained, for they had
brought more than enough. Then the wise hearted came forward
and laid hold on what was given, and under the direction of Moses
they built the house of God. At the close of the book of Exodus
we read of the house being complete, and of God coming down
and filling the tabernacle with His presence. Then we go on to
read in the book of Leviticus and We find that Israel must come
with all their offerings and sacrifices to the altar, which was in the
court before the tabernacle, and there offer them.

Under no circumstances must the blood of sacrifice be shed
anywhere else. This is further enforced when. Israel reached the
land of Canaan. Read Deut.12, and there you will find that, though
Satan had shrines and altars well nigh under every green tree and
upon every high hill, the God of Israel chose but one place out of
the tribes of Israel, and thither they were to bring their offerings,
sacrifices and tithes, their heave offerings, and so forth.
Moreover, God said: " Take heed to thyself that thou offer not thy
burnt offerings in every place that thou seest. But in the place
which the Lord shall choose in one of thy tribes, there thou shalt
offer thy burnt offerings, and there thou shalt da all that I
command thee” (Deut.12:13,14).
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Plain were the words, and definite the command. It could not
be mistaken. God had one place (which was Shiloh at the first).
He had only one dwelling place on earth (though there is a sense
in which, by His Spirit, He is everywhere present, Ps.139.), and in
that place was the altar of burnt offering for all Israel.

We pass on to the days of Joshua, in which the people came to
Shiloh, where the tabernacle was set up. After the two and a half
tribes (Reuben, Gad and the half of Manasseh) had fought with
their brethren in the wars of the conquest of Canaan, they returned
to the land of their possession beyond Jordan. Before they
crossed. Jordan they set up a great altar “to see to " (Josh.22.).
When the rest of Israel heard of this they gathered themselves
together to Shiloh to make war against them. They thought that
the two and a half tribes had raised an altar in opposition, which
would enter into competition with the altar before the tabernacle.

After many words on both sides, Israel that dwelt in the land of
Canaan were assured by their brethren that the altar they had
builded was not out of rebellion against the Lord, nor was it to
offer burnt offerings thereon, but to be for a witness to their
children, to show them their responsibility that they should offer
their sacrifices in the appointed place. It was also to be an altar of
witness between the tribes on the east of Jordan and the tribes on
the west thereof, a witness to the fact that they were one nation,
having an equal right to serve God in the appointed place of
worship.

We turn now to the New Testament and we notice in Jn 17., that
three times the Lord prays, “That they may be one,” and then,
“That they may be perfected into one.” “One thing” was definitely
before the Lord in His prayer. Factions, divisions, heresies or
sects (Gal.5:20) are
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works of the flesh, and all war against the fulfilment of the Lord’s
prayer.

But where may God’s people express this oneness? Separation
from the world comes first of all, a primary consideration: "
Wherefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people through
His own blood, suffered without the gate. Let us, therefore, go
forth unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach”
(Heb.13:12,13). Outside the camp is the place where alone we can
find Him. He is rejected and so must we also take the place of
rejection with Him; go out into the wilderness, to use an Old
Testament figure. Out in the place of separation we may,
“Through Him, ...offer up a sacrifice of praise to God continually,
that is the fruit of lips which make confession to His name ”
(Heb.13:15).

The same demand is made in 1 Pet.2:4,5, where we have the
words, “Unto whom coming, a Living Stone, rejected, indeed, of
men, but with God elect, precious, ye also as living stones are
built up a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer up
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” The
Lord is shown here to be the One rejected by men, and we must
share in His rejection if we, as living stones, are to share in His
acceptability with God, to be built a spiritual house and to worship
God by offering spiritual sacrifices.

Here we have a chosen people (verse 9), in a chosen place; they
at the same time, and of necessity, are a rejected people (by men)
in the place of rejection.

* * * *

The epistle to the Ephesians deals largely, though not
exclusively, with the truth relative to the Church, which is the
body of Christ. In Eph.1,2. we are shown our position in the
heavenlies in Christ, in which
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we are blessed with every spiritual blessing. Our position in the
heavenlies in Christ is the result of God’s choice, a choice which
was made before the foundation of the world. Before time began,
as we understand it, and before there were any earthly places, we
were chosen in the Beloved One. A comparison may be drawn
between this, and God’s choice of the natural seed of Abraham,
blessing them with every natural blessing in that earthly country
He gave them, the land of Canaan. Thus we see a parallel between
God’s election in Abraham and His election in Christ, but the
latter is infinitely better than the former.

In the land where these blessings were, they had to wage a
warfare, which proved a continuous one. The land of their
possession was full of enemies when they reached its borders, and
the difficulties proved too great at the first for the faithless nation,
but after forty years in the wilderness the children who had grown
to manhood and had taken the place of their dead and unfaithful
fathers, entered in under Joshua. We, too, in our day have our
warfare, which is not against flesh and blood, but against the
spiritual hosts of wickedness in heavenly places. Against these we
must stand and withstand, having first taken up and put on the
whole armour of God: a heavenly panoply, against which all the
-wiles of the Devil will utterly fail.

Our position in the heavenlies we cannot forfeit, nor can we by
any effort on our own part be made more nigh to God than we are.
The blood of Christ has made us near in the absolute sense, we
who were once afar off: afar-off both as being Gentiles in the
flesh, and by sin and wicked works.

We have made this reference to the Ephesian epistle to draw,
before the mind of our readers, the contrast which exists between
the “heavenlies” and the “holies.” Many delight to dwell on the
truth involved in being
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in the heavenlies, because it shows us what God has given to us,
but they shrink from the truth dealt with in Heb.8-10, the truth of
the “sanctuary” or the “holies,” where it is a matter of our giving
to God. God, who gave to Israel abundantly and lavishly in the
land, taught them to come to Him to the sanctuary and give Him
His portion there. Had God failed in giving to them in the land, as
they failed to give to Him in His sanctuary, what a dread calamity
would have befallen them. In the days of their failure in this
respect He asked them the question, “Will a man rob God?”
(Mal.3:8). They had robbed Him of His tithes and offerings;
moreover, they even went the length of saying: “It is vain to serve
God, and what profit is it that we have kept His charge?” (verse
14). This is a true picture of man’s selfish carnal nature: so long
as his own portion is sure, God may get a little of his superfluity,
and have a little of his time and strength in patronage. But the
first-fruits, or the best of his flock and herds, must never be
thought of. The blind or the halt may go to the altar of God, but to
sacrifice the best, stalled ox, what a waste that would be! “What
a waste,” said Judas, when ointment to the value of 300 pence was
poured upon the Lord’s body. Alas! dear child of God, what a
waste it will all have been when you find that so much has been
wasted on yourself and there has been so little for God. Not the
least of the waste will be found that so much of your breath was
wasted; so much that might have been used for praising God and
blessing men. Save your breath to praise God, for you will soon
have none; that is the highest thing your breath can ever be used
for. We are in too much haste, and waste it on the light talk of
levity to please the ear of vanity, and while away precious hours,
which might be spent in higher and nobler pursuits.
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Those to whom the epistle to the Hebrews was written are
addressed as God’s house: “Whose house are we, if we hold fast”
(Heb.3:6). The Lord is spoken of as being Son over God’s house,
after the figure of Moses in the past. He is also shown in
Heb.10:21, to be Great Priest over God’s house. It will be seen
from Heb.3:6; 1 Pet.2:1-5; 4:17, that the house of God to-day is
composed of those who have gone forth to Christ (the rejected
Stone, 1 Pet.2:4) into the place of rejection and are under His
authority (as Son over God’s house). Being in the house, they are
in the place where the judgment of God begins (if judgment begin
first at us, 1 Pet.4:17).

While Christ is spoken of as being over (eni, epi) God’s house,
it is interesting to note that Moses is spoken of as being a servant
in (év, en) God’s house. But while the Lord is over the house of
God, He has “entered in once for all into (eig, eis) the holies”
(Heb.9:12). Again we are told that He is “a Minister of the holies
and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, not man”
(Heb.8:2). The “house of God ” and the “holies  are different and
distinct, yet they are connected together by “the way into the holy
place ” (Heb.9:8), which more correctly should read “the way of
the holies.” In Jacob’s vision he saw a way which connected earth
and heaven together, which has been translated, ladder. Where
Jacob lay he called house of God and also the gate of heaven, and
so it is now. The house of God and the holies, into which latter
the Lord has entered, are connected by “the way of the holies.”
The Way is beyond all question the Lord Himself and what He
has done. It is precious to notice that in the Lord’s going back to
heaven He did not return as He
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came out. He went back in the body which God had prepared for
Him through the chosen virgin of Israel,, but which, raised from
among the dead, had become the body of His glory. The Lord had
said that if men destroyed the temple of His body, He would raise
it up again (Jn 2:19-21), and the third day found Him back at the
tomb, raising it up, and in it, too, He has ascended and entered
into the presence of God, His Father. In entering thus He has gone
in on the ground of the shedding of blood, not on the ground of
His own divine, inherent right. He has sat down on His Father’s
right hand, because of His divine right as Son j on that seat neither
angel nor man may sit, for the creature can never sit with the
Creator on the height of deity. But He entered into the holies on
the ground of sacrifice, and He entered, too, as a Forerunner for
us. This means that others are coming after, and coming, too, by
the same means as He, the Forerunner, has gone in.

Thus we read: “Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter
into the holies by the blood of Jesus, by the way which He
dedicated for us, a new and living way, through the veil, that is to
say, His flesh” (Heb.10:19,20). It is beyond question that the holies
referred to in these verses are the same as in Heb.8:2; 9:8,12,24,
and the Way is one which is new (newly slain) and living. It
simply means that the Blessed One, who was slain, has been
raised, and has gone into God’s presence, a true man; and the fact
that He is there settles for ever the question of our approach to
God.

When we come together on the Lordly day to keep the
remembrance of the Lord in the breaking of the loaf, what is
brought to our mind is the blessed fact of the Lord’s incarnation
and all that involves of His life,, death, burial and resurrection.
We remember Him who~
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was manifested in flesh, and in such a remembrance we cannot
fail to be carried to Him in spirit, who is now before the face of
God for us. It is by Him that we draw near. And if it was the will
of God in the past dispensation that the priest should present the
offerings of God’s worshipping people, no less is it the will of
God to-day that our High Priest should have somewhat to offer:
“For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and
sacrifices: wherefore it is necessary that this High Priest also have
somewhat to offer” (Heb.8:3).

What a privilege to be found in the house of God and to draw
near with the people (who are the spiritual house and holy
priesthood) and place in the hands of Him, our High Priest, the
Minister of the holies, that which He can offer to His God and
Father.

Let those remember that are not in the house of God that to do
so is impossible for them. To obey is better than sacrifice, and
obedience to the Word of God causes us to be found going forth
unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach (Heb.13:11-16).
Such separation must take place before there can be any offering
of the sacrifice of praise, the fruit of lips. To be outside the camp
with the Lord is absolutely necessary before we can come inside
into the holies.

Let us dwell much upon our place in Christ in the heavenlies
and our portion there, and let us not forget to dwell upon the truth
relative to the holies, with which God’s portion is inseparably
connected.

JOHN MILLER.
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“WAYFARER.”

Thy sun has set, but not in stormy skies;

Thy race is run, trod all the toilsome way;

The sword laid down, thou wait’st the warrior’s prize,
From the Chief Captain in the judgment day.

Thou wast a toiler, time was all too brief

To spend in fruitless ease; thine hours were filled
With mingled service; gladness, pain and grief
Were woven in thy life, till life was stilled.

Now all is past, but still thy work abides,

To cheer us onward, who are left behind;

We lift our hearts to Him whose Spirit guides,
For in ourselves we’re very weak and blind.

Good-bye, dear brother, till we meet above!
More blessed is thy waiting place than ours,
(For still thou waitest for that home of love),
His Presence sweeter far than Eden’s bowers.

We wait, with thee, the gathering shout from heaven,
When, in a moment, changed and made like Him,
We’ll rise and joy in all His grace has given,

And praise Him with the Hallelujah hymn.

O Lord, who art our Shepherd, Leader, Chief,
Our souls in Thy dear steps are marching on;
Nor would we from the toiling seek relief
Until we rest 'neath Thy majestic throne.

T. C. O’NEILL.
April 20th,1922.
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“MEN THAT HAVE BEEN A COMFORT
UNTO ME.”

THERE are times when we are brought into the deep waters of
afflictions, which to us, in our blindness, might seem altogether
unnecessary; yet if our God did not permit, and it may be wisely
order, such happenings, how seldom would He have the chance
to speak into a truly listening ear. But for such trials, how seldom
would we seek His face with becoming earnestness. There are
times when the soul comes into contact with God: times when
God draws near and speaks in such a way that the one to whom
He speaks is compelled to listen. The Word itself is full of
examples of such priceless speakings on the Lord’s part.
Sometimes the voice with which He speaks is one of “gentle
stillness.” At other times He speaks, or knocks, loudly. And not
only does He speak to the individual, He speaks, and knocks too,
at the assembly’s door, and very strikingly at times He speaks to
the Community itself (of which the individual and the assembly
form a part) with a voice which is intended that all should hear.

Of the Lord’s individual speakings, few, if any, are more
touching and reviving than His word spoken to His honoured
servant, Paul, when the Master Himself drew near, and, with eyes
and heart full of divine compassion and tenderness, looked into
the distracted and careworn face of the Apostle, assuring him He
had heard his thrice repeated cry for deliverance from a thorn in
the flesh, which sorely tried him. “My grace is sufficient for thee:
for My power is made perfect in weakness.” The “thorn” was just
exactly what Paul needed at the time; part of that wondrous
schooling necessary unto enabling him to enter the eternal
kingdom full-sail. But to the natural man it was a sore and
harassing experience.
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The life of the Apostle is, I think all would admit, the nearest
approach possible to the faultlessly trodden path which the Lord
Himself, as the Man of Sorrows, traversed in the days of His flesh.
Paul’s, was no ordinary life. He was a true imitator of Christ. In
the divinely inspired record of his life nothing is exaggerated, yet
it almost baffles comprehension as we ponder certain portions of
the Word which relate to Paul.

At the very birth of that life of self-renunciation we get the true
cause of it all in the Lord’s words to Ananias: “I will show him
how many things he must suffer for My name’s sake” (Acts 9:16).
These are no taskmaster’s words, but are to be understood by
Paul’s own interpretation of them when he was getting well on in
life’s pathway: “ Yea, verily, and I count all things to be loss for
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus, my Lord: for
whom I suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung,
that I may gain Christ, ...that | may know Him ” (Phil.3:8). The
Lord Jesus captivated entirely the heart and soul of His servant.
But it was no easy path. If you read 2 Cor.6:3-10, you will see that.
He got many a rebuff to his face, and, alas! many an unkind stab
behind his back. The Corinthians were most ungenerous to him,
yet he says: “I will most gladly spend and be spent for your souls.
If T love you more abundantly, am I loved the less? ...but be it so.”
You see, he was in touch with the Master’s mind. He drank freely
of the meekness and gentleness of Christ, and was constrained in
his service by the love of Christ.

His ministry, if humbling on the one hand, was uplifting on the
other. You could not imagine him launching out in discourteous
terms about sectarian men and sectarian systems. Paul’s treatment
of false apostles is a model that may well be copied. He said,
“Whose
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end shall be according to their works” (2 Cor.11:10). He left them
with the Lord, who will deal with all such men and things by and
by, He was no scatterer, no needless uprooter. “Paul planted,” and
manifested himself " a wise master-builder.” He recognised that
the ministry which the Lord entrusted to him was “for building
up, and not for casting down.” This fact he mentions twice (2
Cor.10:8; 13:10).

He was a man of many parts, and although, alas! held up to
odium by some as to his bodily presence and his speech, yet his
ministry was no harping upon one string, to the wearying of those
who had to listen; Paul’s was a well-tuned ten-stringed instrument
of rich variety. (And when we speak thus it is not to disparage in
any way the need for repetition in ministry, whether oral or
written. There is such need. Phil.3:1). His final note rings down
the centuries as a note of calm triumph: “I have fought the good
fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith, ...the Lord
will deliver me from every evil work, and will save me unto His
heavenly kingdom: to whom be the glory for ever and ever.
Amen. (2 Tim.4.).

But on looking back over that life, we do well to ponder what
the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, made him record as to those who
eased his sufferings and lightened his cross, having been graced
of God so to do. The latter part of 2 Cor.11., is a marvellous
epitome of what Paul had to endure, and of the heavy burden he
had to carry. “Beside those things that are without, there is that
which presseth upon me daily, anxiety for all the churches ” (verse
28). He may have been chidden with being over-anxious and
unnecessarily worried: but, surely, that could only be by those
who were so cool (lukewarm might be the better word) as
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never to lose an hour’s sleep when the things of the Lord were at
stake or in jeopardy. And of all the perils enumerated, one would
think that the hardest to endure would be those “among false
brethren.” One thing to his face: another thing behind his back. In
contrast, how precious it is to note what he is bidden write about
some of the circumcision:

“MEN THAT HAVE BEEN A COMFORT UNTO ME” (Col.4:11).
How that savours of “Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of these, My
brethren, ... ye did it unto Me.”

Thank God, it is still true (for the path of the Master remains)
that we come across helps, men (and women, too) that are a real
comfort, and, alas! (tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the streets
of Ashkelon) we may meet with hinderers, icicles that chill the
warmth of a spiritual atmosphere. Let us be “helps.” All real help
cometh from God (Acts 26:22). It is Satan who hinders (1
Thess.2:18).

In addition to those of the circumcision “that have been a
comfort unto me,” Onesiphorus has honourable mention, “for he
oft refreshed me,” and “in how many things he ministered at
Ephesus” Timothy knew very well (2 Tim.1:16-18). Stephanas and
Fortunatus and Achaicus had the happy attribute under God’s
good hand, of refreshing the spirits of the saints. So had Philemon.
The testimony borne to him is very fine, “I had much joy and
comfort in thy love, because the hearts of the saints have been
refreshed through thee, brother” (Philn.1:7). Phoebe,, too, “our
sister,” an honoured deaconess of the assembly of God in
Cenchreae, has a fine tribute raised to her memory: “A succourer
of many, and of mine own self,” says Paul. And, not to speak of
others, we have Prisca and Aquila, tried and trusty friends, who
were

Needed Truth 1922, page 111



fellow workers of the great Apostle, and who loved him to the
extent that he says, “For my life they laid down their own necks ”
(Rom.18.). They knew what love really is, that “because He laid
down His life for us; we ought to lay down our lives for the
brethren” (1 Jn 3:16).

* * * * *

Such thoughts are, to some extent at least, due to the fact that
God has been knocking loudly at the door of the Community by
calling hence, into the Master’s presence, our much esteemed
brother, C. M. L., who since its inception has been so closely
connected with this Magazine.

Many and varied are the thoughts that cross the mind at a time
like this. The Lord enjoins upon us to remember them that had the
rule over us (Heb.13:7). Their memory is blessed, and it is after
they are gone that the real and sterling worth of such men begins
to be truly appreciated, when the life lived comes, in part, to be
reviewed, and the great gap left comes to be measured.
Nevertheless, while all things change, and pass away, “Thou
remainest.”

NORMAN D. W. MILLER.

SEEING GOD’S FACE.

“THE secret things belong unto Jehovah, our God: but the things
that are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever”
(Deut.29:29). Anything that we have known, or learned of God
and His truth, is the result of divine revelation. Occasionally we
are reminded that we only know in part, and the part we do, we
know very imperfectly. I am always drawn to those who have
their difficulties, and I am suspicious of those who have none.
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God, speaking to Moses, said: “I will raise them up a Prophet
from among their brethren, like unto thee j and I will put My
words in His mouth, and He shall speak unto them all that I shall
command Him” (Deut.18:18). There will at once be suggested to
the mind of the reader the many points of resemblance between
Moses and Christ, such as the circumstances of his birth, the edict
of the king, His miraculous preservation, in view of God’s future

purpose in him. He was the “drawn out” one:
“He sent from on high, He took me;
He drew me out of many waters” (Ps.18:16).

The drawn out one becomes the saviour, law-giver and leader of
God’s people.

God used Moses as a means of communication between
Himself and His people, and Moses fills a unique place among the
prophets. God spoke to Moses personally and direct. No angelic
agency, no intermediary. God’s speaking thus was to use the
figure, face to face.

It is quite a profitable spiritual exercise to try and trace the way
in which God Was pleased to make known His mind, “by divers
portions and in divers manners.” Different means were employed
to convey that knowledge. For example, we have the oft recurring
words: “The word which came unto Jeremiah from Jehovah.”
Then we have the “vision of Isaiah, which he saw,” and Daniel’s
dreams. In reference to the pattern of the temple and its service,
David said: “All this have I been made to understand in writing
from the hand of the Lord.”

Moses knew an intimacy and a nearness that no other knew,
until his great Antitype appeared. In this he is distinguished from
all the rest: that he received words neither in vision nor dream, but
directly from God. " I will put My words in his mouth, and he
shall speak
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unto them all that I shall command him.” This way was suggested
by the people as they beheld that awe-inspiring scene, when God
descended in thunder, fire and smoke on Sinai: “Israel withdrew
and stood afar off.”” Moses now is the accepted means of
communication between God and His people: “Speak thou with
us and we shall hear.” Moses draws near, and from the place of
nearness he comes to those in the distance, and reveals God’s
mind as the conveyer of God’s message. But all this is, of course,
subject to human limitations. The full and perfect revelation of
God was reserved for the Son. He alone was competent for this
service.

At last the long predicted and promised Prophet appears, with
all the essential qualities and requirements > for although many
prophets had come and gone, the inquiry concerning John (Jn
1:19-21) shows that they still regarded the promise as being
unfulfilled. The Lord Jesus Christ alone possessed the essential
qualities for such a service. The companion and associate of the
Father in a bygone eternity, His knowledge of the Father was
absolute. From the highest place in heaven He came down to the
sons of men as the perfect exponent of the Father. Being very
God, He could declare or interpret God, but His knowledge of
man and his needs was equally perfect: “He knew what was in
man ” (Jn 2:24); His very presence among them revealed it.

And now God, in the person of His Son, comes down to speak
with men. Yes, “ the Word was made flesh and tabernacled among
us.” We have the living, visible and audible expression of God’s
word in the Son, for " Fie whom God hath sent speaketh the words
of God” (Jn 3:34). “The things, therefore, which I speak, even as
the Father hath said unto Me, so I speak” (Jn 12:50). Were the
necessary credentials in support of His claim
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lacking? No, He gave the fullest evidence, although His claim was
questioned. There were those that recognised and owned His
claim, and said: This is of a truth the Prophet (Jn 7:40).

What a faithful interpreter of the Father we have in the Son,
true and accurate in every detail. Each of us knows that the
services of an interpreter are called in when two parties do not
understand each other’s language, to bring them together that each
may learn the other’s mind. We were in ignorance of His mind
until we heard and learned from the Father. We have the living
manifestation of what the Father is revealed in the Son.

To refer to the closing scene, His submitting to the closest
investigation and questioning by the high priest, He invited them
to produce His accusers, as everything He had said and done was
in the light of day. Thus accused, on suborned evidence they said:
He is verily guilty. It is for a religious offence He is tried by the
high priest; it is for a political offence He is tried by Pilate. In the
one His claim as the Prophet is derided and denied; in the other
His claim as King is ignored. As the Prophet, blindfolded and
buffeted, they spit in His face and say: Prophesy who smote Thee.
Pilate’s judgment hall tells of the other. The brutal Roman
soldiers bow the knee and render mock homage.

God has spoken in and through His Son, but for a considerable
time He has remained silent. That silence will be broken; He will

make Himself heard:
“Then shall He speak unto them in His wrath,
And vex them in His sore displeasure” (Ps.2:5).

May you and I seek to learn and know more of Him, who is
seen and learned and known in His Son.

W. REYNOLDS.

Needed Truth 1922, page 115



HUMILITY.

IN considering the lives of men of Scripture we cannot fail to
notice what an important place humility, or the lack of it, has had.
The greatest and most worthy men have attained to honour by dint
of patient perseverance in well doing, together with humbleness
of mind. This illustrates and gives force to the words of Solomon:
“Before honour goeth humility,” and, on the other hand, “Pride
goeth before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.”
Notably Solomon himself, the greatest and wisest king who ever
lived, at the outset of his remarkable reign confessed before God:
“0, Jehovah, my God, Thou hast made thy servant king instead
of David, my father, and I am but a little child; I know not how to
go out or come in ” (1 Kgs.3:7).

Alas! alas! that he should have so sadly departed from the plain
path that it should further be recorded concerning him: “And
Jehovah was angry with Solomon because his heart was turned
away from Jehovah, the God of Israel, who appeared unto him
twice” (1 Kgs.11:9).

The instances are almost innumerable in the Old Testament
Scriptures of men of God who, so long as they remained humble,
prospered in the sight of God and men, but immediately their
hearts were lifted up their doom was sealed.

To look at some of these examples in connexion with our
subject would doubtless prove a very profitable study, but it is not
our purpose at this time to do so. We desire to direct attention to
our subject chiefly in association with several New Testament
scriptures.

In Matt.23., we find the Lord Jesus Christ addressing the
multitude and also His disciples. In the course of His address He
makes an open denouncement
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of the hypocritical behaviour of the Scribes and the Pharisees,
who, said He, “say, and do not.” He further goes on to point out
the object of all their so-called religious service in the stinging
words: “But all their works they do for to be seen of men, for they
make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their
garments, and love the chief place at feasts and the chief seats in
the synagogues, and the salutations in the market places, and to
be called of men Rabbi ” (verses 5-7). Then follow words pregnant
with meaning: “But be not ye called Rabbi, for One is your
Teacher and all ye are brethren.” And again, “One is your Master
even Christ.” He now comes to the application of His teaching,
and says, “But he that is greatest among you shall be your
servant,” and then sums up (before commencing His scathing
attack upon the Scribes and Pharisees, as recorded in verses 13-
36) with the striking words: “And whosoever shall exalt himself
shall be humbled and whosoever shall humble himself shall be
exalted.” These same words were spoken by the Lord Jesus
Christ, as recorded in Lk.14:11, in a different connexion. He was
invited to dine with one of the rulers of the Pharisees, and He
marked how those that were bidden chose out the chief scats, and
He said: “ When thou art bidden to a feast go and sit down in the
lowest place, that when he that hath bidden thee cometh, he may
say to thee: ‘Friend, go up higher’; then shalt thou have glory in
the presence of all that sit at meat with thee.”

We now wish to direct the attention of our readers to Jn 13.
Here we find the Lord Jesus Christ together with His own, for the
purpose of keeping the Passover. “Jesus knowing that the Father
had given all things into His hands, and that He came forth from
God and goeth unto God, riseth from supper and layeth aside His
garments, and He took a towel and
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girded Himself. Then He poureth water into the basin and began
to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them -with the towel
wherewith He was girded.” What a picture of amazing grace and
humility! “So when He had washed their feet, and taken His
garments, and sat down again, He said unto them. Know ye what
I have done to you? Ye call Me, Master and Lord: and ye say well;
for so I am. If I then, the Lord and the Master, have washed your
feet, ye also ought to wash one another’s feet, for I have given
you an example, that ye also should do as I have done to you.
Verily, verily, I say unto you, A servant is not greater than his
lord; neither one that is sent greater than he that sent him. If ye
know these things, blessed are ye if ye do them.”

Here we have in practice what we have by precept from the lips
of the Lord Jesus Christ in Matt.23., reminding us forcibly of the
words of Acts 1:1; two things which so characterised that life of
perfect obedience to God’s will: “Concerning all that Jesus began
both to do and to teach.”

We now turn to the Epistle of Paul to the Phil.2. At the close of
the first chapter he seeks to encourage them in their path of faith,
and bids them not to be afraid of the adversary, “because,” says
he, “to you it hath been granted in the behalf of Christ, not only
to believe in Him. but also to suffer in His behalf.” He then directs
their attention to the One in whose behalf they are called upon to
suffer as the true source of comfort and consolation, and at the
same time endeavours to bring home to them how that
consistency, with their knowledge of Him in this respect, calls for
self-renunciation and the exercise of humility as that which
expresses true love one towards the other. “Doing nothing through
faction or through vainglory, but in lowliness of mind, each
counting other better’
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than himself; not looking each of yon to his own things, but each
of you also to the things of others” (Phil.2:3,4). For, as we read in
Rom.18:3: “Even Christ pleased not Himself; but, as it is written,
The reproaches of them that reproached Thee fell upon me.”

Oh, that this Christ-like spirit were more in evidence amongst
God’s people to-day I How sad that often so much precious time
is spent in efforts to bring about reconciliations between brethren
who have become estranged from each other, for one reason or
another, while so much Work stands waiting to be done.

The apostle goes on to exhort them: “Have this mind in you
which was also in Christ Jesus.” The verses which follow well
deserve our special attention, as illustrating fully the subject now
before us. We have brought before us Him who was the co-eternal
Son of the Father, the second Person of the blessed Trinity, “Who,
being in the form of God, counted it not a prize to be on an
equality with God, but emptied Himself”; and this was no mock
humility. And, “When the fulness of the time came, God sent forth
His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, that He might
redeem them which were under the law” (Gal.4:4,5). The hymn-
writer has beautifully described this mighty stoop of the incarnate

Son of God in the words:
In the Babe in David’s city,
Lowly in a manger laid.
We behold the Lord Almighty,
Him by whom the world was made.
What a wonder!
God in human form arrayed.”

Thus He was “made in the likeness of men.” “And being found
in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself.” Further and more fully
we read: “He became obedient
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unto death, even the death of the cross.” Truly, such deep
humiliation baffles all human comprehension. We take up the

words of the hymn-writer and say:
“We meditate in wonder,
O God, upon Thy love,
Thy matchless grace we ponder
That sent Christ from above;
We think with joy, yet sadness,
Of how He stooped to die,
And praise Thy name with gladness
He's seated now on high.”

Thus we have traced Him, who
Came from Godhead’s fullest glory,
Down to Calvary’s depth of woe.

And now His own words, “ He that humbleth himself shall be
exalted,” find fulfilment in Himself, as we read in Phil.2:9-11:
“Wherefore, also God highly exalted Him, and gave unto Him the
name which is above every name; that in the name of Jesus every
knee should bow,...and that every tongue should confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

Well may we consider Him, “who for the joy that was set before
Him endured the cross and despised the shame, and hath sat down
at the right hand of the throne of God.” But not only so; may we
also be found considering one another, to provoke unto love and
good works (see Heb.10:24). The latter should be the natural
outcome of the former.

Lastly, we come to 1 Pet.5., where we find the apostle Peter
addressing words of wholesome exhortation to the elders amongst
those of the Dispersion, to tend the flock of God which is among
them: “Exercising the oversight not of constraint, but willingly,
nor yet for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind, neither as lording
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it over the charge allotted to you, but making yourselves
ensamples to the flock.” He goes on to speak of the reward
associated with such service carried out faithfully, and then
addresses himself to the younger, thus: “Likewise, ye younger, be
subject unto the elder.” But he does not stop there. He continues
by saying: “Yea, all of you gird yourselves with humility to serve
one another.” Methinks that memorable occasion on which the
blessed Master girded Himself with the towel and washed His
disciples’ feet, and His subsequent words of explanation and
exhortation, “Know ye what I have done to you?” had made a
deep impression upon Peter’s mind, and this is the outcome. He
goes on to say: “For God resisteth the proud, but He giveth grace
to the humble.” This brings to mind those precious words of
Isa.66:2: “To this man will I look, even to him that is humble and
of a contrite spirit and that trembleth at My word.”

Oh, to be nothing, nothing,
Only to lie at His feet;
A broken and emptied vessel
For the Master’s use made meet.

We conclude with the words of 1 Pet.5:6: " Humble yourselves,
therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you
in due time.”

WM. C. T.. TERRELL.
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MAKING A CHOICE.

WHATSOEVER things were written aforetime were written for our
learning. Therefore, that which is written concerning Lot and the
choice he made, when he and Abram came to the parting of the
ways, has its lesson for us to-day.

“And Abram said unto Lot: ‘Let there be no strife, I pray thee,
between me and thee, and between my herdsmen and thy
herdsmen; for we are brethren. Is not the whole land before thee?
Separate thyself, I pray thee, from me: if thou wilt take the. left
hand, then I will go to the right; or if thou take the right hand, then
I will go to the left.” And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the
Plain of Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere, ...like the
garden of Jehovah, like the land of Egypt, as thou goest unto Zoar.
So Lot chose him all the Plain of Jordan; and Lot journeyed east;
and they separated themselves the one from the other. Abram
dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the cities of the
Plain, and moved his tent as far as Sodom” (Gen.13:8-12).

That well-watered Plain looked good to Lot with his much
cattle, so he made it his choice. He pitched his tent toward Sodom,
and is soon found dwelling in that wicked city. And although we
read that his righteous soul was vexed from day to day by what he
saw and heard, he continues there, until he and all that he has are
carried away at the battle of the kings. He is delivered by Abram,
but he returns to Sodom, and is sitting in the gate when the angels
come to the city to destroy it. How significant are the words: he
pitched his tent toward Sodom; he dwelt in Sodom; he sat in the
gate. They are like milestones in the life of Lot, marking definite
points reached by him when a choice had to be made. And being
a man that walked by sight, he
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looked only at the things that were seen, and stepped deeper into
the mire every time. Even after he was told of the destruction of
the city, he lingered in Sodom, until the messengers took him by
the hand, and brought him forth, and set him without the city,
saying unto him: “Escape for thy life; look not behind thee,
neither stay thou in all the Plain; escape to the mountain lest thou
be consumed” (Gen.19:17). His wife disobeys this command, and
looks back longingly even when the city is in flames, and she
becomes a pillar of salt. Thus we see that Lot lost everything that
he once possessed, escaping with his life, and the lives of his two
daughters, out of the midst of the overthrow. His life and labours
in Sodom were all in vain: everything was consumed by the fire.
Such was the issue of his choice. These things are written for our
admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages are come. May we
all be preserved from choosing the well-watered Plain of Jordan,
and pitching our tent toward Sodom. Be it ours to confess that we
are strangers and sojourners on the earth, that our citizenship is in
heaven, from whence we look for the Saviour, our Lord Jesus
Christ. We also look for the city which hath the foundations,
whose builder and maker is God.

We pass on now to the choosing of companions; how vital to
the well-being of all in the Community, and the Community itself,
is this important matter. The mighty Satan is collecting all the
forces at his command against our young men and maidens, with
a view to turning their feet from the disciple pathway, by causing
them to choose and make companions of unbelievers. We all need
to unite as one in combating this great evil, whether we be parents,
fathers in the Faith (overseers) or mothers in Israel (elder women,
aged women, holy women).

Have those of us who are parents, having sons or

Needed Truth 1922, page 123



daughters in the Community, realised the responsibility that rests
upon us in this important matter s Are our sons and our daughters
getting our best consideration and our earnest prayers? Or are we
leaving them to face and fight the world, the flesh and the devil
all alone? God forbid. The same question may be put to fathers in
the Faith (overseers). What a responsibility rests upon these men
in connexion with the young. Be it theirs to declare all the counsel
of God, and give the healthful teaching and wholesome words so
necessary in these days. Then there are the mothers (elder women,
aged women, holy women). Who can tell the good that may be
done by a word fitly spoken, or a word in season, in private
conversation by these great women found amongst us to-day?

We now reach the point where the responsibility rests upon the
young themselves in giving heed to the word of the Lord as it is
brought before them, whether by parents, overseers, ministers of
the Word, aged women, or their own private reading of the Sacred
Writings. It rests with themselves to work out their own salvation
with fear and trembling. It is a joy to know that through the
indwelling Holy Spirit the disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ has an
advantage over the enemy, “because greater is He that is in you
than he that is in the world” (1 Jn 4:4). And it is when we are filled
and led by the Holy Spirit that we are able to overcome the evil
both -within and around us. Then the lusts of the flesh, the
enticing of sinners, the voice of the strange woman, and the subtle
wiles of the adversary will all be in vain, and our confession will
be:

I am a companion of all them that fear Thee.
And of them that observe Thy precepts.

(Ps.119:63).
Such confession, begotten in us by the Holy Spirit, will
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bring glory to God and blessing to those concerned and to the
Community as a whole.

It is with a desire to help such that we thus write for we have
seen so many in days gone by who, through indifference to these
important matters, have made companions of the unregenerate,
finally becoming united to them in marriage, only to learn by
bitter experience that the way of transgressors is hard, and that
whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also reap.

F. W. WOOLLEY.

(To be continued).
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CHRISTIAN WORK AMONGST THE YOUNG.

CHRISTIAN work amongst the young has ever been important, but
in these days, when it seems increasingly difficult to reach the
ears of men and women, it becomes the more necessary to
influence the children for God. The importance of the work will
impress us the more as we consider that the children of to-day
will be the fathers and mothers of to-morrow.

Robert Raikes did a momentous thing when he moved with
compassion towards the neglected children in the streets,
gathered them together for Christian instruction and care, and we
may remark incidentally that this country has been influenced for
good by this act and what flowed from it more than by many more
pretentious movements.

What, then, is the nature of this work, and what guidance can
we obtain from the Scriptures? We suggest that the gospel
meeting is not the model and that preaching is not the work to be
done in this connexion. We believe that work amongst the young
is to be viewed as an extension of the family life: the ideal godly
family is the type to be kept in view.

Family life is of God, “of whom every family in heaven and
upon earth is named.” The people of God are normally to be
recruited (in large measure) from the families of believers, as we
read: “Instead of the fathers shall be the children.” The Scriptures
show the obligation of fathers to instruct their children. Abraham
is particularly commended for his care in this matter. Later the
Israelites were enjoined, in reference to God’s laws, to teach them
diligently to their children (Deut.6). Ps.78. is very clear:

“Give ear, O my people, to my law:

Incline your ears to the words of my mouth.
I will open my mouth in a parable;

I will utter dark sayings of old:
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Which we have heard and known,

And our fathers have told us.

We will not hide them from their children,

Telling to the generation to come the praises of Jehovah,

And His strength, and His wondrous works that He hath done.

For He established a testimony in Jacob,

And appointed a law in Israel,

Which He commanded our fathers,

That they should make them known to their children:

That the generation to come might know them, even the children
which should be born;

Who should arise and tell them to their children:

That they might set their hope in God,

And not forget the works of God,

But keep His commandments...”

We have, on the other hand, sad illustrations of failure in these
things, such as in Eli’s household. When we come to the later
Scriptures of the New Testament, the same obligation remains
that fathers are to nurture their children in the chastening and
admonition of the Lord. As to whether the children are believers
or not does not affect the matter.

There is no need to labour this point, of the obligation and
privilege of Christians to train their children in the fear of the
Lord, for it will be generally accepted, but we wish to show that
the same course of conduct may be extended to the children of
other people who do not or cannot take the same care. We will,
surely, acknowledge that what is desirable in connexion with our
own children is also to be extended, as far as possible, to all
children. If other parents, either through ignorance or
indifference, neglect to give such instruction, why should not
servants of God determine, as far as possible, to act as true God-
fathers and God-mothers to such children in directing their minds
to the spiritual truths the Scriptures reveal!

If this work is an enlargement of the family, it will follow that
the family may be accepted as a pattern in several ways, such as:
its organisation; the character
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and fitness of those who serve; and the character of the
instruction to be given to the children.

In a family we have father and mother, together working in
unison in the oversight and care of the establishment. In
addition, we have certain of the elder children and (it may be)
the servants, who have responsibility to serve in various
capacities, and finally (in a large family) we have the younger
children, who need to be cared for and instructed. Similarly in
the Bible School (or any organised work amongst the young)
there is room for both men and women: the more experienced
and better qualified taking the leading part in the oversight of the
work; with these, younger men and women possessing a sense
of parental love and care, who would be taken into counsel by
their seniors, but who would, nevertheless, show them
deference; and, thirdly, as completing the family idea, we have
the children for whom the work is undertaken. As presenting a
similar arrangement, we may refer to the assembly in Philippi,
as in Phil.1:1, where we have overseers as the rulers and guides,
then the deacons or ministers, and finally the saints generally
who are to be ministered unto.

We have said there is room in this work for women as well as
men. It is a sphere in which women are very much at home, their
own congenial element. For who can so tenderly love and care
for little children as Christian women? The apostle knew this,
for he likens himself to such in the words: “ We were gentle in
the midst of you, as when a nurse cherisheth her own children ”
(1 Thess.2:7); though he also recognised the place of the man:
“As a father with his own children exhorting” (verse 11).
Although in this the apostle has in view his work amongst saints,
yet he finds his illustration in the natural care of parents for their
own children, and we may apply it to the
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school. We shall have occasion to refer to the case of Timothy
later, but while on the subject of Women’s service, we remind
the reader that Timothy received his early instruction from his
mother and grandmother. Who will deny to a woman a most
important place in the family, and who can but acknowledge in
the light of it that where women are lacking in Bible school
work, a very necessary element is wanting?

Again keeping the idea of the family in mind (which idea is
fundamental to these remarks), we proceed to consider what is
the instruction to be given to children.

Not the gospel meeting, but the ideal Christian family is the
type to be kept in view; not preaching, but teaching, such
teaching carrying the idea of training, the exerting of a sound
moral and spiritual influence over the children. It may be
objected that the intercourse of teachers with the children is very
limited and transient. Unfortunately, this is the case, more so
perhaps than it need be, but while this will hinder the full
advantage of the work being reaped, it should not alter the
method of working.

Now a word as to the character and fitness of those who serve.
Love to the children they must possess, but, in addition, they
must show sobriety and self-control, order and obedience,
quietness and humility, and all other features which will be
calculated to secure respect and obedience in those they teach.
They need not all possess much experience, though the greater
the better, but if young they will not act beyond their measure.
Vain big boys who indulge in wasteful habits of smoking and
such like are disqualified for this service, and equally so are
giddy, light, showy girls. If in this work some are desirable and
some not, it is evident that the mature leaders must exercise their
responsibility, not only to encourage some, but to discourage
others.

The instruction is both moral and spiritual. It is
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all important that the divine standard for men should be well
established in the minds of the children. The character of God
and the righteousness of His requirements, the distinct obligation
of men to love and serve Him must be made clear. The
blessedness of obedience and the evil of disobedience must be
presented, as illustrated by numberless examples in the

Scriptures. An example of such teaching is presented in Ps.34:
“Come, ye children, hearken unto me:

I will teach you the fear of Jehovah.

What man is he that desireth life,

And loveth many days, that he may see good?
Keep thy tongue from evil,

And thy lips from speaking guile.

Depart from evil and do good;

Seek peace and pursue it.

The eyes of Jehovah are toward the righteous,
And His ears are open unto their cry.”

(Ps.34:11-15).
We suggest that, with this purpose in view of preparing the
ground for the gospel seed by presenting the righteous character
and requirements of God, we cannot have a better textbook than
the Old Testament. It precedes the New, and is designed to be a
preparation for it. The law itself has an important place, not for
the purpose of justification, but of conviction. Where self-
righteousness is manifest (and it is found in every heart), there
the true standard, being presented, is designed to teach this great

lesson that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”

(To be continued).
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UNITY.
Ps.133.

THE writer of this Psalm invites careful attention to something
which is at the same time of great importance and very precious,
brethren dwelling together in unity. He praises fraternal oneness,
as it sheds abroad blessings and communicates them by mutual
influence, by comparing it, first, to the holy anointing oil with
which Aaron was anointed at his consecration to the worship of
God, whose abundant and exuberant fulness is brought further
into special prominency in verse two; and, second, to the
abundant and refreshing dew of the mountains, flowing down
from lofty Hermon on the lower heights of Zion, where the
blessing ordained by God is to be found, even life eternal, which
alone is life indeed.

With a few deft strokes he produces a picture of surpassing
grandeur, in which he arranges all the parts of the grand reality
that fills his vision, for he sketches from life. From the tower of
David he sees stretched out before him the city of Zion, beautiful
for situation, the joy of all the earth. He sits upon the throne of
Israel, as the Lord’s anointed, with him and under him in
government (even as Jehovah had appointed), the rulers and
governors administering the law of the Lord, and under them and
with them the people, whom the Lord had made willing in the
day of His power. And, moreover, the spirit of concord upon
those that guide coming down to those who are guided, as it flows
forth embraces all in its benign influence, even the most in-
significant. This is the background of the great picture.

Then he presents also the high priest in his holy garments, with
the anointing oil of his consecration upon him, Aaron or his
successor, as the head of God’s house and the leader of His
worship, and under him (for the
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high priest never stands alone) are the priests and Levites, each
in his own order and place, at his own work, as God had
appointed him; and under them and with them the whole people
in the worship of God, and every member of the community
participating in the same fulness of blessing. To throw further
light upon this dual unity in which the people are found, snow-
clad Hermon is introduced into the scene with his abundant and
refreshing dew, which changes the whole physical aspect of Zion,
transforming the parched heights thereof (Zion means very dry)
into a veritable garden of delight, in which every tree and shrub
and herb drink the same sweet refreshment; and, most beautiful
of all, the Author of all, who is above all and over all: Jehovah,
his Elohim, from whom cometh down every good and perfect
boon which they enjoy.

This view of the Psalm takes David himself to be the author.
That it was used in the Temple Service of the Remnant is clear
from the place it occupies among the Songs of Ascents; and very
properly, too, for in the days of Ezra and Nehemiah there was
some approach to the oneness of which the Psalm speaks.
However, to the present writer it appears that there was only one
period in the history of Israel where it could find its proper place,
namely, when David was made king by all Israel, as recorded in
2 Sam.5:1-3. At that time and for a short period thereafter Israel
was one, and dwelt together in unity. But, alas! how soon that
unity was broken, and what a sad story of divisions and of war
and bloodshed follows. Only a Jeremiah could sufficiently weep
for those divisions, discords and calamities. How little the singers
of song experienced the precious things of what they sung, it
saddens the heart to think. Historically, it was hardly ever
realised. But there comes a day when Israel will sing, “How good
and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
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together in unity,” as they have never yet been able to sing it; that
is, when Ezek.37:15-28, ceases to be prophecy and becomes an
accomplished fact.

Those long years that intervened from the time when David
was chosen as the Lord’s anointed from among the sons of Jesse,
until he sat on the throne of all Israel, had been full of trouble,
strife and discord, of war and bloodshed, brother against brother;
but at last there is peace. The people are one, under the one king,
the one law of God governing the whole, and there is harmony
and blessing. The rulers and leaders are of one mind and one
mouth to give David his place as the Lord’s anointed, and the
people are with them in their act and purpose. They are all
together in one mind in the will of Jehovah, hence the condition
of harmony and blessing so beautifully depicted in our Psalm.
That the blessing descends from above has already been
observed. This is the divine order; thus has it been arranged by
Jehovah. It is as true to-day as ever it was. Only where such
conditions exist can God’s blessing be looked for with certain
expectancy. The spirit of concord, dwelling on the rulers, comes
down from them as a holy thing making holy, and as the
refreshing and invigorating dew. Then high and low, rich and
poor, drink of the same spirit and partake of the same
refreshment; there is spiritual and temporal unity, and it is heaven
below. It is easy to realise after those weary years of turmoil and
strife, so trying to David and so disastrous to the people, how
precious and refreshing it must have been to David. His mind
would dwell upon it, his heart would be filled with joy and
gratitude to God, his spirit would be stirred, and at last he pours
out his soul in this spiritual song:

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is
For brethren to dwell together in unity! ”
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This, it is suggested, is the origin of this beautiful song; and

now it remains to apply somewhat of its teaching.

All good is not pleasant; for example: It is good for a man to
bear the yoke in his youth, but it is not always pleasant. Again,
much is pleasant that is not good, but here, where brethren dwell
together in divine unity, both converge. Did David ever sing a
sweeter or more soul-stirring melody than this 1 It should rouse
our souls, it should be our trumpet call, it should ring through the
assemblies and the Fellowship as a whole. Where is the one who
dares to say it is not needed? It is needed to stimulate us to hold
fast that measure of oneness of mind and heart in the things of
God to which we have in His mercy already attained, and to
remind us of how much there is yet to be sought after in this
direction. Let us devoutly thank God for that whereunto we have
already attained, and press on to perfection. Be it observed that it
is not enough to be together, it must be together in unity. The
Hebrew word rendered “ to dwell ” in our language means
properly “ to sit,” and implies mutual affection, joint study of
mutual advantage, equality, and common sitting together as
disciples of the same master; and that rendered “unity” is in the
Greek version, eni 70 avto (epi to auto), and is the same as Acts
2:1, where all the disciples of the Lord are said to be together, and
where the words express the one purpose and will in which and
for which they are together; locality is only secondary. Here is a
correct standard by which we may test both our ecclesiastical
position and our spiritual condition. It is said by someone: To be
together in place and not together in mind is punishment; to be
together in mind and not in place is goodness; but to be together
in mind and place is happiness.” This being so, may we not with
profit turn Rom.15:5, into a prayer thus? " Now the God of
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patience and comfort, grant us to be of the same mind one with
another according to Christ Jesus, that with one accord we may
with one mouth glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ.” Observe the words mind and mouth, expressive of the
dual character of this oneness.

Now them are many mistaken notions abroad as to what
scriptural unity really is and of what it consists. Many think that
the only union necessary for them is that which comes from faith,
hope, and love towards the Lord Jesus Christ, in worshipping the
same God, and believing the same fundamental truths which are
necessary to salvation. This is barely half the truth. Union must
also be external and visible as well as spiritual, consisting in the
unity of the Faith, expressed in worship and government; unity
of doctrine, expressed externally, and consisting of all speaking
the same doctrine and doing the same things; and unity of rule,
by which all are subject to the one Lord. In a word, consisting of
the unity of the Spirit and the unity of the Faith. It is of a dual
nature. This is the kind of unity of which. David sung and that
the Lord Jesus Christ inculcated among His disciples, and for
which He prayed for His people (see Jn 17:20-23). And this is the
unity upon which the great adversary brings to bear all the
subtlety and strength he possesses to destroy. Well he knows the
truth of the Lord’s words in Matt.12:25, that neither house, city,
nor kingdom can stand if it be divided against itself. Brotherly
love, unity according to God, is a plant of heavenly origin, which
will grow only in the sod of the kingdom of God, for the kingdom
of God is righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. ...
So then let us follow after the things that make for peace and
things whereby we may edify one another (Rom.14:17-19). It was
the little foxes that were spoiling the vines in
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the church at Philippi. There was no doctrinal dispute, no actual
division into factions, but see the exhortation in Phil.2:1-3: “If
there is, therefore, any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of
love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any tender mercies and
compassions, fulfil ye my joy, that ye be of the same mind,
having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind, doing
nothing through faction or through vain-glory, but in lowliness
of mind, each counting other better than himself.”

WILLIAM SAVIGAR.
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MAKING A CHOICE.
(Continued from page 126).

WHAT an important matter is the choosing of a life companion.
How much of good or ill, gain or loss, is involved therein. What
need there is for waiting upon God, and watching for the pointings
of the Holy Spirit. The concern of Abram about a wife for Isaac,
and his command to his servant, Eliezer, also the way in which
Rebekah and Isaac were brought together, are some of the things
that were written aforetime for our learning. I am persuaded in my
own mind that Abram had first of all made this a matter of prayer,
and knew the mind of the Lord regarding it. See Gen.24:7,40; an
example for all of us who are parents to-day.

Eliezer, the servant of Abram, goes at his master’s bidding to
take a wife for Isaac, and, feeling the responsibility that rested
upon him, prays fervently about the matter. His prayer is sublime
in its simplicity and effectual in its working. The damsel that the
Lord had appointed to be the wife of Isaac is pointed out to him
in the way he had asked (see Gen.24:12-27).

The way that God worked in the heart of Rebekah at the
fountain is plainly seen, by causing her to speak the very words
that Eliezer had asked that she should speak. Also at home, when
asked by her brother and her mother, “Wilt thou go with this
man?” she answers unhesitatingly, “I will go,” her choice and her
answer being the result of the inworkings of God. What joy must
have filled all hearts when Eliezer returned with Rebekah. What
thanksgivings would ascend to God for His kindness to them all.
Thus God was glorified and they got the blessing. Their diligently
seeking unto
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God in this matter brought its reward. He is the same God to-day:
able to do exceeding abundant above all that we can ask or even
think. The matter of the choosing of companions, so vital to the
well-being of the Fellowship, is not too great for the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and if we seek unto Him
diligently in this our day, and watch for the pointings of the Holy
Spirit, we shall not be disappointed, for He is still a rewarder of
them that diligently seek Him; His call and His promise still
remain the same: “ Come ye out from among them, and be ye
separate, saith the Lord, and touch no unclean thing: and I will
receive you, and will be to you a Father, and ye shall be to me
sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty ” (2 Cor.6:17,18).

We pass on now to Moses, of whom it is written “By faith
Moses, when he was born, was hid three months by his parents,
because they saw he was a goodly child; and they were not afraid
of the king’s commandment. By faith Moses, when he was grown
up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing
rather to be evil entreated with the people of God than to enjoy
the pleasures of sin for a season, accounting the reproach of Christ
greater riches than the treasures of Egypt: for he looked unto the
recompense of reward. By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the
wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing Him who is invisible”
(Heb.11:23-27). Thus the divine commentary takes us back to the
birth of Moses, and comments upon the actions of his parents in
the beginning of his days. They hid him three months, they saw
that he was a goodly child, they were not afraid of the king’s
commandment. They made for him an ark of bulrushes, and put
the child therein, and laid it in the flags by the river’s brink. The
setting of the watch and the appointing of Moses’ mother as his
nurse were all things that
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God wrought in and through them for the fulfilment of His own
purposes. God had designed that Moses should not be cut off from
his parents in his young days, and there can be no doubt that the
nursing he got from his own mother had a lasting effect upon him,
and was one amongst other things that caused him, when he was
come to years, to refuse to be called the son of Pharaoh’s
daughter.

Here, again, the responsibility of parents, overseers, and
mothers in Israel comes in, and we see the need for careful nursing
of the young in these last days, lest through indifference, or any
hasty action on our part, they become lame on both feet, and never
know the joy of walking in the footsteps of the Master or running
in the way of His commandments; lest they become like those
who go down to the pit, who mind earthly things, and have their
hearts and minds set on the pleasures and the treasures of this
present evil age.

Moses did not sell his birthright for all that Egypt held out to
him, although he had been instructed in all its wisdom, and had
become mighty in words and in deeds, but chose rather to be evil
entreated with the people of God than to enjoy the pleasures of sin
for a season. He forsook Egypt and turned his back upon its
pleasures and its treasures for the greater riches: the reproach of
the Christ. For he looked unto the recompense of reward.

His smiting of the Egyptian and the delivering of his kinsman
out of his hand was but a foreshadowing of the great work that
God had chosen him to perform. He does not return to Egypt until
he is sent by Jehovah to speak unto Pharaoh and to bring up His
people out of the land. Thus the man who had been instructed in
all the wisdom of Egypt was the man sent by God to say unto its
haughty monarch: “Thus saith the Lord, Let My people go that
they may serve Me.” And he
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who had chosen to be evil entreated with the people of God was
the one through whom God brought them up out of the land and
led them through the wilderness, even to the borders of Canaan.
He was also used by God to write the Pentateuch. May we in this
our day be encouraged by that which is written concerning Moses,
and like him choose to be evil-entreated with the people of God
rather than enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season, esteeming the
reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt.

We pass on now to a time in the history of the people of God
when they were called upon by Joshua, their leader, to make a
choice. The words that fell from the lips of the great warrior at
that time deserve our best attention. It would be well for us to read
the whole of the 24th chapter of Joshua at this point and stir up
our minds by way of remembrance.

“Now, therefore, fear Jehovah and serve Him in sincerity and
in truth: and put away the gods ~which your fathers served beyond
the River and in Egypt and serve ye Jehovah. And if it seem evil
unto you to serve Jehovah, choose ye this day whom ye will serve;
whether the gods which your fathers served that were beyond the
River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell; but as
for me and my house, We will serve Jehovah” (Josh.24:14,15).
How strange that such words should have to be spoken to this
people, for whom God had done so much. He had rid them of the
bondage of Egypt, He had redeemed them and taken them to
Himself for a people, He had been to them a God, He had brought
them into the land and given it to them, even as He had promised,
so that they might serve Him. Yet, notwithstanding all this, Joshua
has to say unto them at this time: “Put away the strange gods
which are among you” (verse 23).

Needed Truth 1922, page 140



Their besetting sin seems to have been to turn away from the
only true and living God unto idols. The song that they had sung
to Jehovah by the shores of the Red Sea had hardly ceased before
we find them making a golden calf and worshipping it, saying,
“These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the
land of Egypt.” Moses, their leader and their judge, is at this time
descending the mountain with Joshua, carrying the two tables of
stone, written by God Himself, the first words being: “I am
Jehovah, thy God, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt,
out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt have none other gods
before Me” (see Deut.5:6-22). No wonder that Moses let the
stones fall so that they were broken, for the people, together with
Aaron, had already broken the law that they had heard from the
mouth of Jehovah (see Ex.32.).

Joshua, no doubt, at this later day saw a lukewarmness amongst
the people: he saw a departing from Jehovah in the strange gods
that were amongst them. Therefore, he calls upon them to make a
choice, and as he rehearses in their hearing all that Jehovah had
done for them, they at once say, “We will serve Jehovah.” Then
he calls upon them to put away the strange gods that were amongst
them. No doubt there were many of these among them at this time
similar to the gods that their fathers had served or the gods of
Egypt, or even the gods of the Amorites, in whose land they dwelt.

A strange god does not have to be a great image like that which
Nebuchadnezzar made, or even a golden calf such as they had
made in the wilderness. It may be something we can carry with
us, or hide in our tent (house), like the Babylonish garment and
the wedge of gold that Achan carried away from Jericho, which
cost his life and the lives of some of his fellows, and rendered
Israel powerless in the presence of their enemies. It
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stayed for the time being their march through the land, and
hindered their possession of it. We need to heed the exhortation
in this our day: “My little children, guard yourselves from idols”
(1Jn5:21). “Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as it is
written, The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play”
(1 Cor.10:7).

But what is an idol, or what is it that constitutes us idolaters H
It seems to me that when we allow anyone or anything to have the
place in our hearts and minds that God and His things should have,
in the same measure we become idolaters. If Christ is not
sanctified in our heart as Lord, someone or something else gets
the pre-eminence there and becomes an idol. We live in days
when men are lovers of self, lovers of money, lovers of pleasure
rather than lovers of God, and we need to turn the searchlight of
God’s Word into our hearts, to see whether any of these things are
getting the place there that the Lord Himself should have.

Cast each false idol from its throne.
The Lord is God and He alone.
To God all praise and glory.

Our Lord Jesus Christ Himself said: “No man can serve two
masters.” He also had to say to some in His day: “Why call ye Me
Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?”” He also said: “He
that loveth father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me;
and he that loveth son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of
Me. And he that doth not take his cross and follow after Me is not
worthy of Me” (see Matt.6:24; Lk.6:46; and Matt.10:37,38).

What would our answer be were He to ask of us to-day that
which he asked of Peter on his return from the fishing? “Simon,
son of John, lovest thou Me more
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than these?” Could He say of us as He did of the woman who
washed His feet with her tears, and wiped them with the hairs of
her head, “She loved much™? May our love for Him increase as
the days go by. Then we will not be found choosing the well-
watered Plain or pitching our tent toward Sodom, as Lot did.
Neither will we make companions of the unregenerate, but will
obey the command of our God, “Be ye separate.” And, Moses-
like, we shall choose to be evil-entreated with the people of God,
rather than enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season, finding our joy
in serving the Lord, as Joshua did, all the days of our life. “Happy
is that people whose God is Jehovah.”

F. W. WOOLLEY.
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CHRISTIAN WORK AMONGST THE YOUNG.
(Continued from page 131).

IT should be clearly seen that the great object in view in this
instruction is the producing of conviction of sin, not of
justification by works, and this may take a long time and should
not be hurried. Let the soil be well prepared; it will pay in the end,
and the good seed of the gospel will the more readily be received.

Improvement in the conduct of the children, which will likely
be brought about by such instruction, is not the main object, but
it is a desirable object. The Same is true in the Christian family,
for no father or mother can be indifferent to the conduct of his or
her children, quite apart from their spiritual condition. So, if the
teacher observe disobedience and insubordination in any, it will
be proper to administer a rebuke and to warn of the evil
consequences of such behaviour; or if he detects a tendency to
lying or stealing, he will likewise seek to check the same.

We may here ask which child is more likely to realise his own
sinfulness—he who is allowed to go on unchecked, fulfilling his
own will and pleasure, and is not brought to the standard of the
Word, or the child of Christian parents, who is constantly
reminded of the words and ways of God, before whom is ever
exhibited the divine claims of righteousness. Unhesitatingly we
answer that it is in the latter we may confidently expect to see the
workings of conscience leading to conviction of sin before God.

A further great advantage of giving instruction from the Old
Testament is the unequalled value of the Christian evidences to
be gathered therefrom. This may be easily seen in Lk.24., where
the Lord Jesus opened the understanding of the disciples by
expounding from the Laws, Psalms and Prophets the many
portions which
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spoke of Him. So if the children could be furnished with a good
course of instruction in these matters, it would be an
overwhelming testimony to the truth of the gospel, leading not
only to conviction and conversion, but also laying a firm
foundation for the Christian life, which would not be quickly
shaken.

It should hardly be necessary to say that the Christian
revelation, as seen in the New Testament, should be the subject
of the teaching given and the great object to bring the children to
Christ. The judicious use of the Old Testament will be of the
greatest value to this end, and the interest in the wondrous life
and work of the Lord Jesus will be the more stimulated.

Two great principles must ever be in operation in this work
amongst the children, namely, love and law.

LOVE TO THE LORD
and to the children is’ indispensable. How could parents
undertake the manifold cares of the upbringing of children if love
were either lacking or feeble?Very soon their patience would be
exhausted and their efforts cease. And in measure this same love
is needed in the case of children who come under the influence of
Christian workers. But
LAW IS ALSO ESSENTIAL.

If that word is not desired, let us say discipline, obedience,
order. There is one principle deeply rooted in fallen man, from
which all evil proceeds, and that is self-will or lawlessness. We
find it manifesting itself very early in children. In a family, as we
know, there is need for such discipline, for children cannot be left
to themselves. It is the duty of their parents to control them, and
equally is it incumbent on those who act the part of foster parents
in the way indicated. A disorderly house cannot be to the glory of
God; it is
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the very opposite of the heavenly sphere, where God’s will is
done, and a disorderly school is not only useless for good, but
positively injurious to the children and dishonouring to God. If
order cannot be secured, if there is a positive lack of reverence in
the children, then far better shut up the school. But this need not
be if those in control are themselves subject to the rule of God.

In this connexion we urge the importance of securing a
reverent demeanour. Let not hymns be read out in a babel of
tongues, or prayer offered while the children are staring about or
whispering to one another. Would not the Spirit of God be
grieved? Could His blessing be expected?

Would it not be pleasant and helpful to find an illustration in
the New Testament of a Bible School? Is it such a modern novelty
that we need not look for it there? If we view the Christian family
as the type we shall not lack an illustration. We refer to the case
of Timothy’s youthful training. This exhibits: firstly, the teachers;
secondly, the teaching; and, thirdly, the taught.

The teachers were women, his mother and his grandmother (at
least in the earlier part of his life), women who have honourable
mention in the Word, who carried on the glorious tradition of
faith.

The teaching is referred to in 2 Tim.3., “the Sacred Writings.”
How suggestive when we consider that these were of the Old
Testament, writings which if known, we are assured, are able to
make wise unto salvation through faith in Christ Jesus, the One
who is their theme.

Then we think of the taught. Timothy was instructed from a
babe. The Bible will suit all classes, old and young, simple and
learned, children, young men or fathers, but guidance is
necessary. How unreasonable
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and absurd to tell babes or young ones to read the Bible through
from Genesis to Revelation! The teacher must guide, picking out
the tit-bits for the little ones and presenting the truth on a big
canvas, as it were, without entering minutely into details. As there
is advancement in age and general knowledge, so may closer
attention be given to the Word. Infidels take pleasure in pointing
out certain details in the Bible which are not suitable for the very
young. Any wise teacher knows this, though he rejoices in the
whole of the Book and its wondrous suitability to every class as
occasion requires. Timothy early in life apparently gave
indications that the faith which first dwelt in his grandmother,
Lois, and then in his mother, Eunice, had obtained a place in
himself as well. So Paul, observing him, could say: “I am
persuaded in thee also.” This promising youth soon showed that
he was a disciple, later a minister of God, and even has the high
title of a “man of God.”

This case of Timothy may be viewed as special, and we are
aware that influence to the same extent could not be exerted over
children who attend a school. Nevertheless, it may be viewed as
an object lesson and, as far as possible, imitated. Probably the
influence exerted over the children might be increased by visiting
their parents, who in most cases would learn to respect the
teachers who showed such interest in their offspring, and who
would not willingly oppose any good influences exerted over
them.

Many workers often strive to bring young children to make a
profession of faith in Christ. We think much care should be
exercised in this. Children of a certain kind are very forward to
make a profession; they know it is desired and will please those
who love them. The tendency should not be encouraged. The fact
itself, if it be a fact, will manifest itself. A time will arrive, and
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a suitable opportunity will be presented when the truth already
known may fittingly be pressed home; but to every thing there is
a season, and a time to every purpose under heaven, and such
should be observed.

Before closing= we may say that there are many details of
working in connexion with children, which become very simple
if the family idea is kept in view. Thus there is a social side to the
Work, even as in the family, which may be employed with the
aim of securing ultimate spiritual blessing. In this way rewards
may be given to encourage regular and punctual attendance,
orderly and obedient behaviour particularly, and possibly even
for diligence in learning the Scriptures. Again, a trip in the
country or an occasional tea—both seem quite legitimate. The
teacher may do well, if he is able so to do, to invite one or another
to his house, so as to exert a healthy influence over them. A
certain variety in methods of instruction may be adopted in order
to secure some novelty and to fix attention, though nothing of a
common or questionable kind.

It will easily be seen that in this matter of children, if the family
idea is followed out, there is great liberty as to methods of
procedure. Such liberty has often been exercised on the grounds
of necessity and expediency, but upon no sure principle, but with
the family in view it can be done in all good conscience.

In all that is done the great all-important end must be ever kept
in view, and all means, of whatsoever kind, must be in harmony
with and as furthering that great end. The design is so to train the
children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, that faith may
be discovered in them in due season and that they may become
true disciples and servants of the Lord.

And in all this service, prayer and a watching unto prayer there
must ever be, if the work is to fulfil its purpose.

S.J. HILL.
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THE HOLY SCRIPTURES.
NOTES OF AN ADDRESS GIVEN AT IBADAN.

THE Sacred Writings (2 Tim.3:15) are written words of God,
which He has been pleased to give us for our learning
(Rom.15:4). How intensely Abraham and Moses would value the
spoken Word of God; so should we also appreciate the speakings
of God to us in His written Word. Moses wrote the Pentateuch,
David indited many of the Psalms, the prophets penned the books
which bear their names, but unto us they come as words from
God—words which the Holy Spirit teacheth.

How precious are those truths therein contained: “More to be
desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold; sweeter also
than honey and the honeycomb!” (Ps.19:10). Think of the gems
of wisdom that are given to us in the book of Proverbs and the
wise counsel of Ecclesiastes; may we say in the language of the
psalmist: “The law of Thy month is better unto me than
thousands of gold and silver.” (Ps.119:72).

Moreover, the prophecies contained in the Holy Scriptures
assure us as to its divine authorship; the fulfilment of these is
infallible proof that God is its Author and that its pages are truth.
From 1 Pet.1:10-12, we learn that there was an exercise on the
part of the prophets to learn concerning Him unto whom their
own prophetic utterances pointed. The prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah
and David speak of depths of intense anguish and suffering far
beyond their own experience, as, for instance, Ps.28., Lam.3., and
Isa.53.

2 Pet.1:20,21, is conclusive on this point, that “No prophecy of
Scripture is of private
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interpretation, for no prophecy ever came by the will of man; but
men spake from God, being moved by the Holy Spirit.” They
were constrained to speak; furthermore, they spake of the Christ
(Acts 2:31). Yea, moreover, they “searched diligently”
concerning the time of the sufferings and the glories in connexion
with Him.

There is a definite statement in 2 Tim.3:16 (R.M.), that “Every
Scripture is inspired of God, and profitable for teaching.” That is
to say, they are “God-breathed,” and are living and active
(Heb.4:12). Our minds reflect upon Adam’s state when God
breathed into a body formed of the dust of the earth, and man
became a living soul.

It may be of interest to some for us to remark that the Old
Testament was originally written in the Hebrew language, with
the exception of portions of Jeremiah, of Ezra, and Daniel, which
were in Aramaic. The New Testament was given in Greek. Many
millions of copies of the Word of God have been sent out far and
wide to almost every nation under the sun, and our hearts are,
indeed, grateful unto our gracious God for the noble translations
which we have of the original writings. The widespread diffusion
of the Bible is yet another proof to us that it is the Word of God,
inasmuch as it supplies the spiritual demands of the whole human
race. The revelation of God to mankind is quite suited for the
moral and spiritual needs of every nation under heaven.

Thus we come to the purpose for which Holy Scripture has
been given. Firstly, it is a revelation of God’s character, and in
this connexion we are reminded that God in a special sense made
known His ways unto Moses (Ps.103:7). The view which Moses
had of Him was not always one of mighty power calculated to
inspire dread, but rather of grace and goodness;
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not only an exhibition of sovereignty, but a declaration of mercy
and truth (Ex.33:19).

But the Old Testament delineation of the divine character falls
far short of that which our Lord Jesus Christ sets forth: He came
from heaven to reveal the heart of love which God had towards
mankind, besides opening up the way whereby we could
approach in an acceptable manner. In the consideration of our
subject it certainly becomes us to note duly the value which the
Lord Jesus Christ attaches to the Holy Scriptures. His witness is
all-important, His testimony is of incalculable weight; He is the
faithful and true Witness, and He has distinctly and definitely
stated: “Sanctify them in the truth; Thy Word is truth.” (Jn 17:17).

During His temptation in the wilderness He used the sword of
the Spirit in order to withstand all the attacks of the adversary:
He answered and said: “It is written, Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of
God” (Matt.4:4). Let us note that it is by “every word” that we
shall be sustained and supported, for as the human frame requires
daily food, so also the spirit and soul demand constant
sustenance.

The patriarch Job could declare: “I have treasured up the words
of His mouth more than my necessary food” (Job 23:12). There
can be no doubt that he had a warm admiration for the words of
God such as had been revealed to him. It cannot be too strongly
urged that children of God should daily peruse the Holy
Scriptures, but further they ought to learn and inwardly digest the
same. The newborn babes in Christ should earnestly desire the
spiritual milk of the Word (1 Pet.2:2); the solid food is for full-
grown men (Heb.5:13,14). Constant perusal of the Scriptures is
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conducive to spiritual growth, and development, and fits the
Christian for spiritual conflict (1 Jn 2:14; Eph.6:17,18).

Moreover, beloved, in our service for God, the Holy Spirit
makes use of those portions which we have “learned” of the
Word of God, as note the frequent quotations and such like of the
Lord Jesus Christ and His apostles from the Old Testament
Scriptures. Like Him, the apostles’ delight was in the law of the
Lord, and in that law they meditated day and night; this is the
secret of freshness and fruitfulness in ministry (Ps.1:1-3). They
had God’s holy Word in their heart; they spoke of it as they sat
in their house, and when they walked by the way, and when they
laid down, and when they rose up (Deut.6:4-7).

It is impossible to over-estimate the value of the internal
evidence which -the Holy Scriptures themselves afford of their
divine origin. All human wisdom that endeavours to set aside the
truths which are set forth in the Word of God is utterly?
worthless. In times past men have sought to destroy the written
message (Jer.36:9-32), but all such efforts are in vain: the Word
of the living God shall always abide (Ps.119:89). Hence the Holy?
Scriptures remain, notwithstanding all the onslaughts of the
adversary and the efforts of his dupes. They have stood the test
of ages, a sure proof of their genuineness, for only the truth will
stand for ever. They are a Rock, which nought can shake, against
which the gates of Hell cannot prevail, and so we do well to rest
our souls upon the impregnable rock of Holy Scripture, even “the
Word of God, which liveth and abideth ” (1 Pet.1:23,24).
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THE CONDUCT OF THE ASSEMBLY IN ASSEMBLY.

THE conduct of the individual saint on other days of the week
will influence much the conduct of the assembly in assembly.
The particular occasion we have in mind is when the assembly is
together for the remembrance of the Lord Jesus Christ. Here
individuality or individual action is lost sight of, though it is
necessary that “a man prove himself, and so let him eat of the
bread and drink of the cup” (1 Cor.11:28,29).

On this occasion the assembly is in action. Each one looking
to the Lord and being so occupied with Him and the purpose
associated with the breaking of the loaf and the pouring out of
the cup, there will be manifest in a special degree one heart and
one mind. On this occasion there should be manifest the oneness
that is of God. Granted that each one is so exercised and
impressed with being part of one thing, the assembly, then the
assembly, not in parts but as a whole, might be likened unto a
well-timed instrument: the fingers might speak of the Spirit of
God, and the head that directs the fingers, the Lord Himself. For
it is the Lord who directs the whole; He is a public Minister of
the sanctuary or holy things (Heb.8:2). Speaking plainly then,
each one so occupied with the Lord, and so set on the mind and
purpose of the Lord in our being together, there will be the
condition of heart and spirit necessary for the Spirit to touch or
lead this one or that one in leading the assembly, the Spirit of
God operating only as the Lord directs, and service can only be
rendered acceptably in the measure that the Lord is before us.
Sisters, while not permitted to lead, are so to be exercised, that
they will not be a hindrance by their want of exercise. We are
greatly helped as to the subject before us by the arrangement
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in connexion with the approach to God of the people of God
under the Old Covenant, and this is verified in the epistle to the
Hebrews. While only once a year then, it is the first of every week
now.

In this epistle the Lord Jesus is presented very strikingly as Son
and Priest. He is spoken of as “the Apostle and High Priest of our
confession, Jesus,” in Heb.3:1; then, in Heb.8:1, we read: “We
have such a High Priest, who sat down on the right hand of the
Majesty in the heavens.” The Apostle, the Sent One, the Son who
came to live, suffer and die, and do the will of Him that sent Him.
The Priest who approached to God sat down, and is a “Minister
of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord
pitched, not man” (Heb.8:2).

In the third chapter He is spoken of as a Son over God’s House,
and as a Great Priest over the House of God in the tenth chapter.
The high priest under the Old Covenant took a censer, and from
the altar of burnt offering filled it with coals of fire, and having
also his hands full of sweet incense beaten small, brought them
within the veil, then put the incense on the fire before Jehovah.
Also, the blood of the bullock he sprinkled on the mercy seat
once, and before it seven times (Lev.16:12-14). Thus he
approaches God, and through him the people approach.

The ninth and tenth chapters of Hebrews help us to a right
understanding of the mind of the Lord. We. see that these carnal
ordinances were imposed until a time of reformation, the Holy
Spirit signifying that the way into the Holies hath not been made
manifest while the first Tabernacle was standing (Heb.9:8,9).
Christ having approached by His own blood, the way has been
made manifest.

The assembly being gathered at the hour arranged, the
breaking of the loaf and the pouring out of the cup
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is the first thing, and is the action of the assembly in each case.
We read: “The Lord Jesus in the night in which He was betrayed
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He brake it, and said:
“This is My body, which is for you; this do in remembrance of
Me’” (1 Cor.11:23,24, R.V.). The words “for you” mean on behalf
of you, and note these words are spoken concerning the loaf after
it was broken. The breaking then, surely, reminds us of the act of
the Lord Jesus offering up His body as a whole burnt-offering to
God. The burnt-offering was wholly for God. God accepted it,
and through it, or because of it, He could accept the people; it
was on their behalf. Simultaneously with the offering up of His
body, there was the rending of the veil. God, the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, would, in the solemn and holy act of
breaking the loaf, have us more and more know somewhat of the
cost of opening up the way for His redeemed and separated
people to draw nigh as worshippers.

Now as to the pouring out of the cup. As the Lord Jesus did
with the bread, so He did with the cup, and so we, as the assembly
of God, do at His bidding. And please note the words, His own
words, concerning it after the pouring out: “This cup is the New
Covenant in My blood” (1 Cor.11:25). The words New Covenant
should always be emphasised, so as not to be overlooked, as they
are most important.

Surely our first thought here would be that of atonement, sin
having been put away by the sacrifice of Himself, the barrier that
stood in the way, not only of God coming out to man in blessing,
but of His people approaching to God in worship. Here again,
then, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, would have us
learn more and more of what it cost Him and His Son to remove
every obstacle, and so have a redeemed
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and separated people, cleansed and fitted to draw nigh to
worship, offering up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ. Under the Old Covenant the high priest dare
not enter in apart from blood, and we know Christ, our Great
High Priest, entered in or approached to God through His own
blood. And we, now having a Great Priest over the house of God,
as a holy priesthood enter into the holy place by the blood of
Jesus, and “draw nigh with a true heart, in full assurance of faith
having hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our body
washed with pure water ” (Heb.10:19-22). And having drawn nigh
with our censer filled with fire from off the altar, and sweet
incense put thereon, there arises praise and thanksgiving unto the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, through Him our Great
Priest.

All this impresses one that it is needful the mind of the Lord
should be known, if the Spirit is to lead, the Lord Himself
directing all, from the altar of burnt-offering, from the place
where our Lord was crucified to the throne on which He now sits.
For in the matter of praise it is evident that sometimes hymns are
given out which the assembly cannot join heartily in, in spirit and
truth; (or as 1 Cor.14:15,16, puts it: With the spirit and with the
understanding), and the hearty amen is not forthcoming. The
writer thinks there might be more attention given to blessing the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, not in singing simply,
but in speaking well of the Lord Jesus Christ in praise of Him,
for we are faced with the fact that many of our hymns have been
composed by men who never knew the truth of the assembly, or
of the house and the priesthood of the house, as we, by the grace
of God, know it. Singing is good and grand if it be well done and
the heart in it. If the Holy Spirit be not in it, and it be not in the
Spirit, it falls short
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of reaching God with acceptance. However, the main and
important point before us is the right behaviour or conduct of the
assembly in assembly; this should be laid hold of more firmly by
us, and teaching forthcoming in all the assemblies because of its
great importance. If after the accomplishment of such a victory
in the Lord’s death, God the Father, in raising His well beloved
Son, exclaimed with such ecstasy and joy, “Thou art My Son;
this day have I begotten Thee”’; with what delight and pleasure
(as He beholds us, at such a time and on such an occasion), if we
are found faithful, will He, as a faithful God, exclaim: “T will
dwell in them and walk in them, and I will be their God, and they
shall be My people” (2 Cor.6:16; and Heb.8:10). We would
remind ourselves in closing that our Great High Priest before
God bears the iniquity of our holy things in this solemn and holy
service.

A. W. CAMERON.
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For Young Believers.
OUR LORD’S APPEARINGS.

TN writing on this blessed subject, we desire to bring it before
our readers in a four-fold manner:

First, His appearing in humiliation, as Son of Man.

Second, His manifestation, or appearing, in resurrection, as
Son of God.

Third, His present appearing in the presence of God for us, as
High Priest.

Fourth, His appearing with His Church, to take possession of
His kingdom, as King of kings and Lord of lords.

It will be noticed that we have omitted His coming or His
advent for the Church, which is His Body, but as this will take
place prior to " His appearing and His kingdom,” we will allude
to it when we come to item four. We have before us a very
blessed heart reaching theme, and we desire the guidance and
control of the Holy Spirit in our considerations.

We will take His humiliation first. In 2 Tim.1:10, we learn that
our salvation, our calling in grace (not according to our works),
was planned in His own eternal purposes of grace. But how was
this eternal purpose of love to be made manifest? It was to be
made manifest “by the appearing of our Saviour, Jesus Christ,
who abolished (or nullified) death and brought life and
incorruption to light through the gospel.” The appearing of our
Saviour, Jesus Christ, in humiliation was no afterthought with
God when Adam fell, but was part of the eternal counsels of the
divine will (1 Pet.1:20). This glorious Redeemer

Needed Truth 1922, page 158



and the wondrous work of redemption were marked out in the
heart of God, marked out ere the world (or the times of the ages)
began. It is true, indeed, when we sing:

“Before Thy hands had made

The sun to rule the day,

Or earth's foundations laid,

Or fashioned Adam's clay.

What thoughts of peace and mercy flowed
In Thy great heart of love, O God! "

Is it not a wonderful thing that all creation was made not only
by the Son, but for Him (Col.1:17)? This earth was the platform,
the groundwork, upon which, in the fulness of the times, God,
through the Son, was to work out the wonderful plan of
redemption. He who knoweth the end from the beginning had
before marked this out. Our hearts bow in adoration and worship
as we meditate upon the way that He chose, yea, the only way
that was possible to manifest His own eternal purpose. “God sent
forth His Son.” What a manifestation! What an appearing! Grace,
boundless grace, the grace of God appeared; appeared in the
person of Him who was truly “God manifest in the flesh”; “for
the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men”
(Tit.2:11).

When God manifested His will in the fiery law at Mount Sinai,
it was accompanied by lightnings and thunders, by darkness and
earthquakes. Moses trembled, and said: " I exceedingly fear and
quake.” Bounds were set to the mount and the way of approach
was barred. Even the Voice which they heard, the voice of words,
“they entreated that the word should not be spoken any more”
(Heb.12.). Yea, when He descended to that mount the people
stood afar off. But His coming out in grace, the grace of God,
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how different was this manifestation! “When the kindness of
God, our Saviour, and His love toward man appeared” (Tit.3:4).
What an outshining of love I What surpassing kindness! Behold
the manner of it! O, the depth of it! He who was Creator and
Upholder of all things by the spoken word of His power, needed
to become flesh, like unto us (sin excepted). “The Word became
flesh and dwelt amongst us.” What a mystery of grace that He
should be born as " the Babe of Bethlehem.” “Ye know the grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ that, though He was rich, yet for your
sakes He became poor.”

And why was all this? What were all these unfoldings of grace
and love for? What was the object in view? This is told us by the
Spirit. “Once at the end of the ages He appeared to put away sin
by the sacrifice of Himself” (Heb.9:27). Manifested in
humiliation for this very purpose. It was the great sin question as
it affected God. It was for the wonderful work of atonement He
appeared. This barrier between God and ourselves must be
cleared away. God’s righteousness and holiness had closed the
way of access unto Him, and it was only One equal to God, yea,
God Himself in the Person of the Son, who was “the exact
impress of His substance,” that could put sin away, and this He
did by the sacrifice of Himself. How great, indeed, must be the
sin question, as it affected the throne of God, to require the
appearing of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, to humble
Himself unto death, yea, the death of the cross. Praise be to His
holy Name, it has been done, the work has been completed, full
atonement has been made, made by the sacrifice of Himself. He
who knew no sin was made sin (the Sin-bearer) for us. It is ours
to look on, and see Him as the Lamb of God bearing away the sin
of the world (Jn 1:29). Before our eyes
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in the gospel “Jesus Christ was openly set forth (or was
graphically presented) crucified.” O, what an appearing in shame
and humiliation! “Crucified in weakness.” Praise, eternal praises
to our God for Him, for what He came for He actually
accomplished, and finished once for all. He has made purification
for our sins. Sin has been put away, the way to the throne of God
is paved with righteousness, and we can in righteousness draw
nigh as though we had not sinned.

“Settled for ever, sin’s tremendous claim,
Glory to Jesus, blessed be His Name.”

Does our soul revel in this glorious truth of His appearing to
show forth the eternal purpose and grace of God, to manifest the
pure grace of God, to make known by the open manifestation of
the divine Person (the blessed Son of the Highest becoming flesh
and blood, and dying as the atoning Sacrifice on that cross of
wood) His kindness, His love, the love of God?

“’Tis a deep that knows no sounding,
Who its length or breadth can tell.
On its glories

Let our souls for ever dwell.”

Is it not this that

Dissolves our hearts in thankfulness.
And melts our eyes to tears "?

Though He gloriously finished the work which He came to do
at this open manifestation of His Person, yet we should not have
known that this was done to God’s satisfaction, or whether the
Sacrifice had been accepted, if He had not been raised from
amongst the dead. This we will deal with in our next, God
willing.

J. DORRICOTT.
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THE KINGDOM GF GOD IN POWER.

HAVING already referred in previous articles to certain elements
in association with the Acts of the Apostles, as motives and
causes of the same, we now continue these under the above.

It is clearly evident that preaching the kingdom of God had a
very important place in, as well as a very important bearing upon,
the Apostles’ acts. The last appearances, as well as the last words,
of the Lord Jesus Christ to the Apostles whom He had chosen had
as their theme,

“THE THINGS CONCERNING THE KINGDOM OF GOD” (Acts 1:3).
Such a fact was, surely, sufficient, apart from other
considerations, to cause such things to remain on their memories
and hearts, and exert a powerful influence over their acts and
ways; and so it was. From their midst He had gone, their Lord
and Master, believed in, known and acknowledged as “my Lord”
and “our Lord,” whose going has caused in their hearts an aching
void that none other and nothing else can fill, and whose absence
makes this scene “a desert drear.” Yet in this desert they are left
to be His witnesses, to speak and act on His behalf, entrusted with
matters associated with His authority, His claim, His
commandments and His honour.

Those last mentioned are “the things concerning the kingdom
of God.” They supply a great opportunity to evidence love and
loyalty to His Person on the part of His servants, in the matters
of which His service consists, as it is written,

“HE THAT HEREIN SERVETH CHRIST
is well pleasing to God, and approved of men” (Rom.14:17,13).
Will they thus regard the opportunity, and embrace and use the
same worthily
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and well, or will they prove unfaithful and unrighteous in the
discharge of the trust given them 1 Their Lord and Master is gone.
He has passed beyond the view and range of their bodily eyes.
Gone! is He, and forgotten? Out of sight and out of mind? Or is
it so that absence makes the heart grow fonder, and that their
obedience is even more in His absence than in His presence? Yes,
it is so. Their goings and doings are not at haphazard, and under
the impulse of every varying emotion and every circumstance
that comes across their pathway. They act out the will and
commandment of their absent Lord; they regard His wishes and
His words. Although He is absent, His wishes are present to their
memories and hearts, and control and direct their feet to go where
He would have them be, and their hands to do what He would
have them do. It is why they act as they do. Their attitude is that
of the words of the Song of Songs, 1:7: “Tell me, O Thou whom
my soul loveth, where Thou feedest Thy flock, where Thou
makest it to rest at noon.”...“If thou know not, ... go thy way forth
by the footsteps of the flock.” These listen to learn, and learn in
order to obey. “Then returned they unto Jerusalem.” Why?
Because His parting message was: “Tarry in Jerusalem until ye
be endued with power from on high.” They are thus in
THE PLACE HE HAS CHOSEN

and appointed for them, and in the attitude He desired them to be,
for “He charged them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait
for the promise of the Father, which, said He, ye heard from Me.”
What trivial matters these are, perhaps some say (some, possibly,
who profess much love and loyalty to the Lord Jesus). Yet it was
in these matters that the proof of their love and loyalty was found,
according to the words He had previously spoken: “If ye love Me,
ye will keep My
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commandments”; and, again: “He that hath My commandments
and keepeth them, he it is that loveth Me ” (Jn 14:15,21). In
Jerusalem, then, they are: the city where but a few short weeks
ago the expression and culmination of earth’s lawlessness and
rebellion had been witnessed, when “The kings of the earth set
themselves in array, and the rulers were gathered together,
against the Lord and against His Anointed” (Acts 4:26). “The
assembly of the lawless” (Ps.22:16).

Having thus seen why they are where they are, we may now
consider what is the great object of them being there. The words
that fell on their ears and remain with them, with all the influence
and power they exert, are these: “Ye shall be My witnesses both
in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea and Samaria and unto the
uttermost part of the earth ” (Acts 1:8). And again: “All authority
hath been given unto Me in heaven and on earth. Go ye, therefore,
and make disciples of all the nations, baptising them into the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I commanded
you; and, 10, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the age”
(Matt.28:18-20). “Speaking the things concerning the kingdom of
God.” Such is, then, the object before them; it is

THE SETTING UP OF A KINGDOM,

that will stand for the interests and honour of the rejected King,
banished from the scene of His inherent rights. For He is “the
King of the Jews,” as also “ the Ruler of the kings of the earth ’;
and to Him, (of whom the witness is borne, “Thy throne, O God,
is for ever and ever; and the sceptre of uprightness is the sceptre
of Thy kingdom” (Heb.1:8), even God’s Chosen and Anointed)
God hath fulfilled the
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word: " The Lord saith unto my Lord, Sit Thou at My right hand,
until I make Thine enemies Thy footstool " (Ps.110:1; Acts 1:34;
Heb.1:13). “Let all the house of Israel, therefore, know assuredly
that God hath made Him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom
ye crucified.”” “Wherefore, also God highly exalted Him and
gave unto Him the name which is above every name; that in the
name of Jesus every knee should bow... and every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God, the Father”
(Phil.2:9,10). Thus, the despised One, and the despised name of
earth, in the apprehension and appreciation of His people, is the
powerful magnet and means of evoking the answering response,
as expressed in the words:—

“Draw me; we will run after Thee:

The King hath brought me into His chambers:

We will be glad and rejoice in Thee,

We will make mention of Thy love more than of wine:
Rightly do they love Thee."

(Song of Songs, 1:4).

And again: “Unto whom coming, a living Stone, rejected,
indeed, of men, but with God elect, precious (1 Pet.2:4). “Lightly
do they love Thee;” not love in word, or with the tongue
professing much love, but in acts, “in deed and truth.” In response
to this: “They, then, that received His word were baptised; and
there were added unto them in that day about three thousand
souls. And they continued steadfastly in the Apostles’ teaching
and fellowship, in the breaking of bread and the prayers.” “Make
disciples,” was the commission and command, and these are “the
disciples of the Lord,”

SUBIJECTS OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD,
in whom and by whom and among whom His will is done on
earth, as it is in heaven. They are “the church
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of God in Jerusalem” (Acts 8:1; Gal.1:13). As in Jerusalem, so
elsewhere: in Samaria (Acts 8:12); in Derbe, Lystra, Iconium and
Antioch (Acts 14:21,22,27); in Corinth (Acts 18:8-11 compared
with 1 Cor.1:2; 4:20; and 1 Thess.2:14). “The churches of God” in
Judaea, and the churches of God elsewhere, in their divine
constitution and government, were the answer to and result of the
“call into the kingdom of God” having been heard and heeded. It
came not “in word” only, but “in power,” and was effectual in its
working, unto the “setting apart of Christ as Lord in the heart,”
and bringing the thoughts and words and acts into subjection and
obedience to “the word of the Lord.” Thus, being “sanctified (or
set apart) in the truth,” “Thy Word is truth,” and by the
“manifestation of the truth,” the great end and object is reached
and realised in “the house of God, which is the church of the
living God, the pillar and ground of the truth” (1 Tim.3:15);
inasmuch as that for which the King came, and stood, is the great
end and object for which the kingdom stands, as set forth in the
answer of the Lord Jesus Christ to the question, Art Thou a King
then?” He said: “To this end have I been born, and to this end am
I come into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth.
Every one that is of the truth heareth My voice” (Jn 18:37). In this
respect, as well as in others,
“HIS KINGDOM IS NOT OF THIS WORLD.”

The kingdoms of this world stand for greatness and grandeur, for
power and might, and outward display, but “the kingdom of God
cometh not with observation (or outward show).” It stands for
“truth and meekness
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and righteousness.” It is “righteousness and peace and joy in the
Holy Spirit,” and “the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom
of God” (1 Cor.6:9; Gal.5:21; Eph.5:5).

While the opportunities and possibilities are great and grave,
the responsibilities thereof are equally so:

BEING RIGHT AND DOING RIGHT.

Not as it was in the days of the Judges, when there was “no king
in Israel; every man did that which was right in his own eyes,”
and, consequently, that “which was evil in the sight of the Lord”;
but righteousness as expressed in hearkening to the word of the
Lord,, as learning His will and ways, as doing “righteous acts,”
and as being found in “the paths of righteousness for His name’s
sake” (Ps.23:3). These have place and portion and

“INHERITANCE IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD,”
but “the unrighteous
SHALL NOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD.”

This is a law of the kingdom, for the breach of which there is
corresponding punishment or discipline, and, with the authority
and power of the Lord Jesus, to execute “the judgment of the
house of God,” and “deliver such an one unto Satan for the
destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of
the Lord Jesus” (1 Cor.5:5). Thus he forfeits and loses his
inheritance (note the word), and is put from the “within” to the
“without” of the kingdom of God, as

EXPRESSED IN THE CHURCHES OF GOD,
that repentance may be wrought, and the fruits thereof borne unto

“recovery unto the will of God.”
These are the principles which controlled and influenced

Needed Truth 1922, page 167



and caused the acts of Apostles and of disciples of the Lord Jesus
Christ in the early days, and these principles present “the faith
once for all delivered to the saints.” They abide until, and are
applicable to, “the end or consummation of the age,” unrepealed.
They abide in the times, and amidst the characteristics of the “
latter times ” and “ last days,” of which “ the Spirit saith expressly
that in later times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed
to seducing spirits and doctrines of demons ” (1 Tim.4:1); and,
further, “ The time will come when they will not endure the sound
doctrine, but, having itching ears, will heap to themselves
teachers after their own lusts: and will turn away their ears from
the truth, and turn aside unto fables ” (2 Tim.4:3,4). Amidst all
which the only provision and preservative is: “God and the Word
of His grace.” “Preach the Word.”

The condition and attitude of resistance to, and rebellion
against, the authority and will and word of the Lord, as presented
in the preaching of the kingdom of God, is also shown and
provided for. “ When some were hardened and disobedient;,
speaking evil of the Wayj, ...he departed from them and separated
the disciples ” (Acts 19:5-10). It is important to notice both the
circumstances here and the cause of the separation. It is when and
where the kingdom of God is not even in word. Its message is
refused to be heard, and there is not “the will to do His will,” that
they may know of the teaching. The attitude is the reverse of
“Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, as in heaven, so on
earth.” It is not done, and cannot be done. It is in these conditions,
when there is a letting go of: “Christ as a Son, over His (God’s)
house; whose house are we if we hold fast our boldness and the
glorying of our hope firm unto the end,” that the call is heard:
““Wherefore, come ye out from among them, and be
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ye separate,’ saith the Lord”; and again: “The Lord knoweth them
that are His; and, Let everyone that no meth the name of the Lord
depart from unrighteousness... and follow after righteousness,
faith, love, peace, with them that call on the Lord, out of a pure
heart” (2 Tim.2:19:22).

Thus, as ““ the Great Shepherd of the sheep,” He “guideth them
in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake,” which, like
“the high ways to Zion ” of old, lead to Zion, “ the place He hath
chosen to put His name,” and give such to know the blessed
experience of the words: “But ye are come unto Mount Zion, and
unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem”
(Heb.12:22). Here His voice now speaks, “whose voice then
shook the earth,” and lays upon all the obligation to “see that ye
refuse not Him that speaketh,” nor “turn away from Him that
warneth from heaven.” “Wherefore,

DECEIVING A KINGDOM
that cannot be shaken, let us have grace, whereby we may offer
service well-pleasing to God, with reverence and awe.” Thus, in
inseparable association with the kingdom of God, and in the
things pertaining to the kingdom of God, we have the place
where, and the things wherein, His service consists, according to
the words: “For he that herein serveth Christ is well pleasing to
God and approved of men” (Rom.14:18); and not only service
therein, but suffering therefor, persecutions and afflictions, in
faith and patience, “to the end that ye may be
COUNTED WORTHY OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD,

for which ye also suffer” (2 Thess.1:5). Such afflictions give the
opportunity to disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ to show love and
loyalty to Him, in “the fellowship of His sufferings,”
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“partakers with Him in the tribulation and kingdom and patience
which are in Jesus,” in the light of and under the power of “His
appearing and His kingdom” (2 Tim.4:1), when, “If we endure,
we shall also reign with Him.” therefore, let us hear and heed the
exhortation of Eph.5:16.

DAVID SMITH.
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MANOAH AND HIS WIFE.
READ Jdgs.13. In the writer's humble judgment there is that
recorded in the Sacred Writings concerning the above which has
its lesson and instruction for the time now present; seeing that
“whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our
learning” (Rom.15:4).

How beautifully the headship of the man is recognised (“For
the head of the woman is the man,” 1 Cor.11:3; Gen.3:16, latter
clause), for when the angelic messenger had delivered his
message, the woman ran and told her husband all that had taken
place (verses 6,7). This shows her subjection to her husband, as is
fitting in the Lord (Eph.5:22; Col.3:18; Tit.2:5). Albeit, we do not
forget that “Neither is the woman without the man, nor the man
without the woman in the Lord” (1 Cor.11:11).

How instructive also to notice that they were dwelling together
according to knowledge, being joint heirs of the grace of life, their
prayers not being hindered (Jdgs.13:8; 1 Pet.3:7). For Manoah
entreated Jehovah, and said, “O Lord, I pray Thee, let the man of
God whom Thou didst send, come again unto us, and teach us
what we shall do unto the child that shall be born.” And God
hearkened to the voice of Manoah, and the angel of God came
again. How blessed to realise: “If we know that He heareth us
whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions which we
have asked of Him” (1 Jn 5:14,15). “His ears are open unto their
cry” (Ps.34:15; 1 Pet.3:12).

Teach us what we shall do unto the child that shall be born.
What shall be the manner (ordering R.M.) of
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the child, and what shall be his work? (or how shall we do unto
him.? R.M.) (verses 8,12).

This makes known to us the dominating factor in their minds,
the training of the child, which is the principal thing (Prov.22:6).
How often did God enjoin upon His people of old to teach their
children

“For He established a testimony in Jacob,

And appointed a law in Israel,

Which He commanded our fathers

That they should make them known to their children:

That the generation to come might know them, even the children which
should be born;

Who should arise and tell them to their children:

That they might set their hope in God,

And not forget the works of God,

But keep His commandments.” (Ps.73:5-7).

“The father to the children shall make known Thy truth.”(Isa.38:19).

How this is seen in Lois, Eunice and Timothy, who from a babe
knew the Sacred Writings, which made him wise unto salvation
(2 Tim.1:5; 3:15), the one handing it down to the other.

How intensely solemn is the responsibility of those who seek
to train, and to be an example to those whom they seek to teach,
for which see Tit.2:1-5. And may I suggest that in the measure the
parents have been trained, so it will be seen in their children? Is
not this exemplified in the lives of Lois, Eunice and Timothy (for
what godly women the two must have been)? While, surely, the
training that is of the contrary effect is seen in Eli, Hophni and
Phineas, which please see in 1 Sam.2,3,4. Thus it is written: “In
like manner also there are good works that are evident, and such
as are otherwise cannot be hid” (1 Tim.5:25).

“Of all that I said unto the woman, let her beware” (verse 13).
May we not see in the manner of life which was enjoined upon
the woman that which is spoken by
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God through Peter in a later day? “Chaste behaviour coupled with
fear” (1 Pet.3:2). What a comfort this godly woman must have
been to her husband, as he was filled with fear within. “We shall
surely die because we have seen God.” How comforting the
answer, and what faith and confidence is seen in Almighty God
as the Spirit-wrought words fall from the woman's lips: “If
Jehovah were pleased to kill us, He would not have received a
burnt offering and a meal offering at our hand; neither would He
have showed us all these things, nor would at this time have told
us such things as these” (verses 22,23). Truly, she was a help
(Gen.2:18).

And as those who are truly yoked together, they “make it their
aim to be well pleasing to Him,” as they seek to lead their son in
“the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake” (2 Cor.5:9; with
Ps.23:3, and Deut.7:3). The purpose for which Samson asks a wife
is hid from them, yet observe how they bear witness to the faithful
word “as they were taught.” “Is there never a woman among the
daughters of thy brethren, or among all my people, that thou goest
to take a wife of the uncircumcised Philistines?”” (Jdgs.14:3). Thus
only in the Cord.

Truly, where such things are seen in this our day, God Himself

will see that there is a fulfilment of that which is written:
“Her children rise up and call her blessed;
Her husband also, and he praiseth her.”

(Prov.31:28).
While, on the contrary part, if there is the unequal yoke and
the divided house, disaster will in due course follow, the result of
which will only be seen fully at the judgment seat of Christ: loss
both for time and eternity.
“He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.” Amen.
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GOD’S WAY AND MAN’S WAY.

OUR title presupposes that God has a way and that man has a way;
and that God’s way is distinct from man’s way, and that man’s
way is distinct from God’s way. With the Scriptures as our sole
guide and source of authority, our supposition is correct. God has
a way, which, if sought out and examined in the light, and with
the aid of the light of the lamp of God’s Word, will be found to
be totally different from, and far above,, man’s way.

As for God. His way is perfect (Ps.18:30)

Concerning all that is under the sun, the wisest of men says: “I
have seen an end of all perfection”; but here, in considering God’s
way, we touch perfection. It needs no adding to to make it a better
way, and it will suffer no deduction in order to improve it. While
this is so, there is, nevertheless, room for failure on the part of all
those who would walk in God’s way, for God, infinite in wisdom
and plenteous in mercy, has made provision to meet and cover all
such failure. But God’s way in itself is perfect.

The way of Jehovah is a strong hold to the upright;
But it is a destruction to the workers of iniquity. (Prov.10:29),

God’s way affords perfect security to all who are upright, but, on
the other hand, if iniquity is wrought by those who professedly
are treading in God’s way, it must inevitably lead to a destroyed
or wasted life. The Psalmist longed that God’s way might be
known upon earth, His saving health among all nations. At one
time in particular God’s way “was in the sea” (Ps.77:19), when
the emancipating joy of His deliverance and saving health were
experienced by Israel when
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He led them out of Egypt. Ultimately, as God’s way developed,
it was to be found “in the sanctuary” (Ps.77:13).
The sanctuary of God is in hallowed association with the city

of God.

He led them also by a straight way,
That they might go to a city of habitation.

(s.107:7).

God’s way leads to the city, a city with solid foundations, whose
Architect and Builder is God Himself. “The upright shall see it
and be glad,” but " the labour of fools wearieth every one of them,
for he knoweth not how to go to the city” (Eccles.10:15). The
foolish man prefers “man’s way,” that which is right in his own
eyes. Yet the precious truth is recorded that “An high way shall
be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way of holiness;
the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the
wayfaring men, yea, fools, shall not err therein,..but the
redeemed shall walk there: and the ransomed of Jehovah shall
return, and come with singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall
be upon their heads: they shall obtain gladness and joy, and
sorrow and sighing shall flee away” (Isa.35:8-10).

May the ears of both reader and writer ever hear the word from
behind, saying: “This is the way, walk ye in it” (Isa.30:21). Ah,
yes: “Thus said Jehovah, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask
for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye
shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not walk
therein” (Jer.6:16). Alas, God had to say: “I have spread out My
hands all the day unto a rebellious people, which walketh in a way
that is not good, after their own thoughts” (Isa.65:2).
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That brings us to “man’s way,” and how true it is that “All we,
like sheep, have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own
way” (Isa.53:6). That is what constitutes “the way of sinners,”
man’s own way, the way of his self-choosing.

“Every way of a man is right in his own eyes” (Prov.21:2). The
authority for doing this or that is seldom, if ever, consulted or
thought of. And in things “religious,” where man’s supposed best
efforts are always his worst efforts, God speaketh once, yea,

twice, and saith:
There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, But the end thereof are
the ways of death.

(Prov.14:12; 16:25).

Let us weigh carefully, then, the steps we are taking and the path
we are pursuing. There is “The way of the Lord,” which is “The
way of the righteous ”’; and ““ The way of the wicked,” which shall
assuredly perish (Ps.1:6). In other words, it is summed up in
Jer.21:8: “Thus saith Jehovah: Behold, I set before you the way
of life and the way of death.” Life and death began with Adam,
and are very pointedly illustrated for us in the lives of Cain and
Abel. In the New Testament we have precious reference to Abel,
and solemn and sad reference to Cain (Heb.11:4; 1 Jn 3:12).

It is the spiritual sphere in particular that we wish to deal with,
and there are three, out of many things, that we wish to consider
as connected with God’s way and man’s way.

SALVATION
is the first, the weightiest of all matters, and it baffles tongue or
pen adequately to give expression to the issues involved as to
accepting or rejecting God’s salvation.
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We read that “In process of time it came to pass that Cain brought
of the fruit of the ground an offering unto Jehovah. And Abel, he
also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof.
And Jehovah had respect unto Abel and to his offering: but unto
Cain and to his offering He had not respect” (Gen.4:3-5). Here the
two streams begin their onward course. Cain was the first to
“bring.” His was the carnal mind, which ignores sin and man’s
fall, and is ever busy cultivating fallen nature, and supposedly
presenting it for God’s acceptance. From that “beginning” the
order remains unchanged until now: “That is not first which is
spiritual, but that which is natural.” To Cain it was but natural to
be outside of Paradise, and the world was a perfectly congenial
place. He may have been genuinely " sincere,” and fully expected
his “fruit of the ground” offering to be accepted by God. In other
words, that God would accept him apart from any recognition of
his sinnership. This, to a holy, sin-hating God, dwelling in
unsullied purity, was impossible. “Unto Cain and to his offering
He had not respect.”

Is not that exactly “man’s way” to-day? And that in spite of
Rom.4:5: “To him that worketh not, but believeth on Him that
justifieth the ungodly, his faith is reckoned for righteousness.”
“Doing” for the lost one, the sinner, is a deadly thing; it ends in
death. “Doing” for the saved one, the saint, is the sure road to
blessing (Jas.1:25). But before there can be any " doing,” there
must be the new birth, brought about by the acceptance of Christ
as Saviour, which alone, ensures acceptance with God. “If
righteousness is through the law, then Christ died for nought”
(Gal.2:21).

Abel speaks of the spiritual mind. He saw that sin
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had made its foul appearance, and his offering is an open
confession of death and of atonement through death. “By faith
Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain,
through which he had witness borne to him that he was righteous,
God bearing witness in respect of his gifts: and through it he being
dead yet speaketh” (Heb.11:4). Abel’s offering witnessed to the
finished work of Christ; Cain’s offering witnesses to “Do the best
you can.”

Abel’s offering pointed preciously upward to the Lamb of
God’s own providing, and to the blood of the Lamb as the sole
ground of acceptance with God. Its voice is to be heard from
Genesis to Revelation, and the Substance of which it speaks, the
blood of Jesus, God’s Son, leads to new heavens and a new earth,
and to “All things new.”

And, as parallel lines never meet, so, running side by side with
“the sacrifice of Abel,” is “the way of Cain,” also traceable
throughout God’s Word, and ending, alas, in the lake that burneth
with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.

In the matter of salvation and acceptance, God’s way and
man’s way are far removed. “As for God, His way is perfect,”
and “he always wins who sides with God.”

NORMAN D. W. MILLER.
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JOY AFTER SORROW.

As pants the hart for water brooks,
So pants my weary soul for Thee,
Aly God; for Thou hast loved me so;
And I would in Thy presence be.

When sorrows deep have been my lot,
And I have wrestled with my fears;

Aly soul cast down, and for my meat,
By day and night, the bread of tears;

What anguish then has torn my heart,
And I have cried aloud for Thee:

“Deliver now, O God, my strength,
And unto Thee my song shall be.”

Then have I proved Thy wondrous love;
Thou hast in pity rescued me

From all my anguish and my woes,
And filled my heart with melody.

In fellowship with Thee I’d walk;
Thy light and truth shall lead me still;
And I shall joy, O God, in Thee,
Thou’lt bring me to Thy holy hill.

Oh! then, my soul, be not cast down,
But trust in God and sing His praise;
He’ll bring thee to His blest abode,
To worship Him to endless days.
S. EASTON.
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GOD’S WAY AND MAN’S WAY.
(Continued from page 179.)

BAPTISM is our secondly. It is one of the things that “accompany
salvation” (Heb.6:9). Here, again, God’s way and man’s way are
very different.

There is not the shadow of a doubt that “dipping” was the God-
appointed mode of baptising disciples in the days of the Lord
Jesus and His apostles, and in subsequent days recorded in the
Acts and Epistles. It signified identification with Christ in death
and burial and resurrection. I have before me an extract, which I
take the liberty of passing on. It is from an authoritative source,
and speaks for itself:

“The Latin Church,...in deference to the requirements of a
northern climate, to the change of manners, to the convenience
of custom, has wholly altered the mode, preferring, as it would
say, mercy to sacrifice, ...and a few drops of water are now the
Western substitute for the plunge into the rushing rivers or the
wide baptisteries of the East.”

When we think of how Peter “commanded them to be baptised
in the name of Jesus Christ” (Acts 10.), and recognise it to be an
absolute

COMMANDMENT OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST;
and when we think of how “they both went down into the water,
both Philip and the eunuch, and he baptised him” (Acts 8), as
giving us the divine mode, how true is the word spoken by the
Lord: “Ye leave the commandment of God, and hold fast the
tradition of men ” (Mk.7.).

And not only is it tampering with the divine mode, the
substituting the sprinkling of unconscious infants for an act of
loyalty and obedience on the part of disciples,
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but the soul-destroying doctrine of “Baptismal Regeneration ” is
introduced.
“Baptism, wherein I was made a member of Christ, a child
of God, and an inheritor of the kingdom of Heaven,”
is part of the well-known Creed of the Church of England.

“Not only persons who are come to the use of reason, but
also little children, and infants newly born, if they die without
baptism, do go into everlasting fire,”
so wrote Augustine.

“If infants are guilty of original sin, in the ordinary way, they
cannot be saved unless this be washed away by baptism,”
so wrote John Wesley.

Damning and destroying is such teaching in the light of God’s
precious and abiding Word. Yet these are but examples of “man’s
way.”

But to return for a moment to the offerings of Cain and Abel.
Picture Cain’s offering. An absolute feast to the natural eye; a
spread of the most luscious fruits presented with painstaking
skill; a lovely sight. Abel’s, on the other hand, a dead lamb, blood
shed, and fat spread out. Nothing here for the natural eye. To the
carnal mind, as compared with Cain’s, it was repulsive. Yet
Abel’s was accepted; Cain’s was rejected. And if you think, and
picture the “baptising” of an infant, with all the grandeur attached
to man’s ritual, the robes, the music, the entire setting of the
whole scene, and compare it with the solemn, yet humiliating
ordinance of disciple’s baptism, as commanded by God, where
the baptised one is placed voluntarily in the hands of another and
dipped in water, so that the whole person is enveloped in the
liquid element, and then raised up and brought out all wet and
dripping; I say it is not difficult to see how the natural man, the
carnal mind, decided to pander to the “convenience of custom,”
etc.
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Here is, truly, a “forsaking of the right way,” and followed by
many, by reason of whom the way of the truth shall be evil
spoken of (2 Pet.3.). From this chapter we learn that “the way of
the truth” is “the way of righteousness” (verse 21), the way which
the Master Himself trod.

“In the way of righteousness is life;
And in the pathway thereof there is no death” (Prov.13:28).

It was foretold of the Lord Jesus:
“Righteousness shall go before Him;
And shall make His footsteps a way to walk in”

(Ps.85:13).
and how precious it is to follow His footsteps out of that thirty
years of seclusion, lived under God’s eye, down to the Jordan.
There He was baptised of John. There He said, when John would
have hindered Him:

“Suffer Me now, for thus it becometh us to fulfil all
righteousness” (Matt.3., R.M.); “ Leaving us an example that we
should follow His steps ” (1 Pet.3:21).

Every child of God will yet have to stand at the judgment seat
of Christ on that great review day of profit or loss (2 Cor.5; 1
Cor.3; etc.), and the ever blessed Judge and He warder is Himself,
remember, a baptised Person.

The example of the Lord Jesus Christ should, in itself, be
enough for every saved sinner to follow, apart altogether from its
being contemplated as a direct

COMMAND OF THE RISEN LORD.

That baptism is a command, the Word of God makes clear;
“non-essential” (though we do not like the expression) as far as
delivering from sin and hell is
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concerned, but absolutely essential unto obedience and pleasing
the Lord.

It is the outward expression of an inward faith.

It symbolises, as we have pointed out, death, burial and
resurrection.

It is intended only for disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ.

It is unto Christ as Lord, and not a “door” for the purpose of
bringing into a position, though it is a fact that in Acts 2., and
elsewhere, all who were baptised were added to the already
divinely gathered company, the Church of God in Jerusalem (the
first of the churches of God to be planted), which Saul afterwards
persecuted. (Compare Acts 8:3, and Gal.1:13.)

The mode of baptism is a dipping in water. Acts 8., we have
already cited.

The object of baptism is an open renunciation of the past life,
and the baptised person comes out of the water, the. emblematic
“grave," to “walk in newness of life ” (Rom.6:4; Col.2:9-12).

In the matter of baptism, God’s way and man’s way are, again,
far removed. “As for God, His way is perfect,” and “In the
keeping of His commandments there is great reward.”

NORMAN D. W. MILLER.
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MARAH AND KADESH.

As we follow the journey of the children of Israel through the
wilderness, we are reminded of the Christian’s experience, now
in the world but separated from it by the call of God. Much has
been said about the wilderness journey, in which connexion we
do well to remember that to them it was a stern reality; so these
things have been written that we may be taught. Hard fact and
sentiment are seldom found side by side, and so the child of God
soon finds this out as he travels in the paths of righteousness for
“His name’s sake.”

The wilderness, then, is just what this world should become to
the one who has been delivered from the power of darkness and
has found life and light in the Lord Jesus Christ; for “If any man
be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new” (2 Cor.5:17). To such a one
God Himself is his only resource, from whence spring joy,
strength and grace to grow in the things that are in Christ Jesus.

But while he has a new and exhaustless source and store of
joy, he also finds new enemies: self within and sin around
attempting to raise barriers to hinder progress on the heavenly
and homeward course.

Now let us note the difference between experience and faith,
for if we fail to discern the difference we lay ourselves open to
become ensnared in bondage. Both are true, for, as to one, [ am
here, yet as to the other “I am risen with Christ,” and it is only
when we are encompassed about with sorrow around and evil
within that we are driven into the presence of our God: “Behold,
I am vile,” yet as He is so am L. Truly, this is the kernel of the
matter. Only when we come to know the power of what He has
made us shall we be able to triumph over sin, and then the
wilderness character of the world
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will be apprehended in measure as we have laid hold on this truth
or knowledge. May we, then, ever remember that the arm of
flesh, which would hew out cisterns that cannot hold water, will
never succeed in satisfying our thirst for spiritual things, nor yet
will the soul hunger be appeased by turning to the fleshpots of
this Egypt world. The children of Israel began the journey with a
song unto Jehovah (Ex.15.). In like manner, those who have been
brought up out of the horrible pit of sin’s power, as well as from
the miry clay of its corruption, whose feet have been set upon the
Bock, have, truly, a new song put into their mouths (Ps.40:2,3).

Alas, how short-lived was their song! Murmuring and
provocation soon took its place, and in their heart they had turned
back to Egypt. Can it be that the mighty deliverance they
experienced has been so soon forgotten by them, seeing they are
but three days in the wilderness? Howbeit, in the place at which
they arrived no water was to be found. Their first thoughts are for
themselves: “What shall we drink?” They had forgotten then’
song, and Jehovah, to whose praise they sang. We are caused to
ask: “What about our song, the new song? Has it been tainted by
behaviour parallel to that of the people of God in the past?” For
the trial often comes after the song. They sang concerning the
dead of Egypt, whose lifeless bodies lay strewn on the sea-shore;
but, alas! Egypt was found in their own hearts. It is well for us if
we have learned that it is one thing to see sin put out of sight, and
a different thing altogether to see self also condemned. If we have
not learned this and if we would walk in fellowship with God,
then let us earnestly consider the lesson that God taught the
children of Israel at “Marah,” that we may apprehend the
bitterness of self.

Moses cried unto Jehovah and He showed him a tree
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(Ex.15:25), the casting of which into the waters made them sweet.
It is only when we forsake self and turn in our need to God that
lie can manifest to us His boundless grace, as displayed by the
Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which all blessings flow
to us.

It is also interesting to note that the act of grace shown at
“Marah” reveals a new title by which Jehovah is known to them:
“I am Jehovah that healeth thee.” This shows us that the
bitterness is not so much in the circumstance as in the heart, and
so it is not the waters that are the subject of healing, but “thee.”

The Cross of Christ is not only the judgment of sin, but the
judicial death of the flesh. Hence the apostle could say: “I have
been crucified with Christ, yet I live, and yet no longer I, but
Christ liveth in me” (Gal.2:20); and again: “They that are of Christ
Jesus have crucified the flesh with the passions and the lusts
thereof” (Gal.5:24); so that the trials and difficulties on the
journey are just the expression of God’s hand leading us (1
Pet.1:5-7), that we may find in Himself alone a resource we never
knew before. Happy are we if, as a result of these experiences,
we can with confidence say: “My God shall supply all your need
according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus” (Phil.4:19).

The apostle Peter, through the Holy Spirit, advances another
thought in 1 Pet.4:1,2. “Forasmuch, then, as Christ suffered in the
flesh, arm ye yourselves also with the same mind, ...that ye no
longer live the rest of your time in the flesh to the lusts of men,
but to the will of God ’; so not only is this to be our resource, but
our strength for testimony, that the power of Christ may rest on
us. The apostle James gives yet another result of trial: “My
brethren,
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count it all joy when ye fall into manifold trials” (Jas.1:2); for this
he knows: it is death to the flesh and the lusts thereof. In this way
the discipled one learns the utter hopelessness of the flesh, yet
with the fulness of the grace of God he can rejoice in Christ Jesus
and have no confidence in the flesh.

There is a precious promise to tried ones, in which His
faithfulness is pledged, that the measure of trial will not be more
than we can bear, and therewith we learn the way of escape. No
one can know the fulness of Christ until lie proves it by his own
need, and then will he be able to unite with the Psalmist in the
words of Ps.34:1-10.

Kadesh, just on the border of the land, was reached after forty
years’ journeyings in the wilderness, during which time they had
known the mercies of God. Yet, notwithstanding all that they had
experienced, we find Israel again murmuring. This just shows
that their hearts were as deceitful as ever and that the old nature
is incurable. A new source of strength and help is portrayed in
the command to Moses, with the rod of Aaron in his hand (the
symbol of priestly grace), taken from before the Lord; he was
told to speak to the rock. It would appear from Num.20:11, that
he used his own rod, but whether so or not the truth is the same.
The rock once smitten cannot be so again, the curse of the law
cannot fall a second time on that blessed Head, so that Moses by
striking failed to express the divine meaning attached to it. It is
important to notice that God’s grace was not limited by Moses’
failure, for the water came out abundantly. People often contend
that because God has been pleased to give blessing, it proves that
the thing or course is right. Moses might have judged so from the
results, but his disobedience cost him the high honour of leading
the people into the land, for God was wroth with him,
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because “Ye believed Me not, to sanctify Me in the eyes of the
children of Israel” (Num.20:12). This brings home to us its
solemn warnings. Oh, to be in such a condition to lay hold of the
resources of grace, which are so boundless, for His grace faileth
not. “If we are faithless, He abideth faithful” (2 Tim.2:13) is
God’s word and promise. Israel were nearing the end of their
journey when the flesh burst forth in all its native hideousness.
This should put us on our guard, and let us not be ensnared by
the thought that length of years in the divine life and pathway in
company and in fellowship with God-fearing men is a guarantee
of immunity from danger. Yea, on the contrary, we are warned:
“Wherefore, let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he
fall” (1 Cor.10:12).

It may be that we, too, are nearing the end of our journey, a
few years at the most and it will all be over, it may be but a brief
few hours; then what are we doing in the light of this? What are
we doing as to the testimony for Him in a world quickly passing
away 1 Since we have been entrusted with the gospel of
reconciliation as ambassadors on behalf of Christ, then as such
let us remember the solemn lessons that have been before ns of
no confidence in the flesh,” and press on, seeking day by day to
know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship
of His suffering, becoming conformed unto His death (Phil.3:10).

The Spirit of God will not eradicate nor absorb the flesh in the
discipled one. It may not be expelled; it cannot be improved. It is
evil, only evil, always evil; enmity against God. Therefore God
in His grace has warned us to have “no confidence” in it
(Phil.3:3); to make “no provision” for it (Rom.13:14); nor to yield
our members
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“as weapons to its service” (Rom.6:13). It will always oppose,
but it need not oppress; it will ever conflict, but it need never
conquer, since lie giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Having, therefore, been warned, may we seek earnestly to arm
ourselves with the whole armour of God, so that we will be
enabled to stand in the evil day. We do also well to keep ever
before us that these matters will be reviewed again, when we are
made manifest at the judgment seat of Christ, to our praise or
shame.

J. GALLOWAY.
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For Young Believers.

OUR LORD’S APPEARINGS.

(Continued from page 162.)

“It is Christ that died, yea, rather, that is risen again”

(Rom.8:34).

IN our last we wrote of His appearing as Son of Man in
humiliation to put away sin by the Sacrifice of Himself. In this
we desire to bear testimony to His glorious resurrection, and the
energy of God’s might in raising Him from amongst the dead.
This is one of the vital fundamental truths of the gospel. As Paul,
by the Spirit, says: “If Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye
are yet in your sins” (1 Cor.15:17).

We desire to establish one another in this all-important truth,
and seek confirmation of it by the Sacred Scriptures, so that with
no uncertain sound we can testify, through many witnesses, that
“God hath raised up the Lord” (1 Cor.6:14), and that He was
visibly manifest as this very same Jesus, with whom they (the
apostles) did walk, with whom they spoke, whom their hands
handled prior to His death upon the tree. Peter bears testimony to
this (the same Lord Jesus) when He says: " Him God raised up
the third day and showed Him openly; not to all the people, but
unto witnesses chosen before of God, even to us, who did eat and
drink with Him after He rose from the dead” (Acts 10:40,41).

Before we speak of His appearings in resurrection, we would
ask our readers’ patience as we take a look backward into the Old
Testament Scriptures, because we find Paul saying: “He was
raised again ...according to the Scriptures” (1 Cor.15:4).
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Now we ask: What Old Testament scriptures can we turn to,
where we shall see the resurrection of Christ foretold? for Paul
refers to the Old Testament Writings here. If we were asked to
prove Christ’s resurrection according to the New Testament
Scriptures, we could find many. If we were asked to prove His
burial and resurrection from Old Testament writings, we would
find but few. Nevertheless, we rejoice because we have writings
in which the Spirit has foretold by type and shadow, and by plain
unmistakable language, that our Lord Jesus should, as a Man, be
raised from amongst the dead.
RESURRECTION FORETOLD.

We will first take the figure of judgment, burial and
resurrection set forth in the Ark, which Noah built. We think we
are quite safe in this, for Peter uses it as a figure of our baptism
and the resurrection (1 Pet.3:18-22).

The Ark rested upon Mount Ararat in the seventh month on
the seventeenth day of the month. (This Ark, which passed under
the judgment of God, spake of Christ in His passing under the
waves and billows of God’s righteous wrath.) This seventh month
was afterwards called by the Hebrews the month Abib, and when
Jehovah instituted the Passover, He said: “This month shall be
unto you the beginning of months, ...the first month in the year to
you” (Ex.12.).

The Passover was slain on the fourteenth day of this month.
When our Lord Jesus Christ died, He died upon the fourteenth
day of the month Abib, we submit, and rose again three days
afterwards, which was the seventeenth day, the very day of the
month upon which the Ark rested upon the mount; in this is
figured forth the resurrection of Christ, so that from the first book
in the Bible His resurrection is set forth.
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We will now refer to “the wave-sheaf” the offering of the sheaf
of the first-fruits. Turn to Lev.23:10,11: “When ye be come into
the land which I give unto you, and shall reap the harvest thereof,
then ye shall bring a sheaf of the first-fruits of your harvest unto
the priest: and he shall wave the sheaf before the Lord to be
accepted for you: ON THE MORROW AFTER THE SABBATH the
priest shall wave it.”

We are sure this spake of the resurrection of Christ, for “when
the Sabbath was past, ...very early in the morning the first day of
the week,” the angelic message sounded forth: “He is risen, He is
not here” (Mk.16.). Paul also alludes to this type of the wave-sheaf
when he writes, “Christ, the first-fruits”; again, “But now is
Christ risen from the dead and become the first-fruits of them that
slept” (1 Cor.15:20-23). On that glorious morning after the
Sabbath, that resurrection morn, was our blessed Wave-sheaf
waved in resurrection before our God for our acceptance. If the
First of the Harvest was accepted, all His harvest field will be
accepted. “Raised again for our justification.”

We have also the 16th Psalm, the golden Psalm (Michtam of
David). Tradition tells us every letter was written with writing of
gold. Whether this be true or not, it is worthy of it, for it foretells

His resurrection in the words:

“For Thou wilt not leave My soul in Sheol,

Neither wilt Thou suffer Thine Holy One to see corruption.

Thou wilt show Me the path of life;

In Thy presence is fulness of joy,

In Thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore”

(Ps.16:10,11).

When Peter, in Acts 2., is speaking of the death and resurrection

of Christ, he says: “David,
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being a prophet, ...seeing this before, spake of the resurrection of
Christ” (Acts 3:31).

We now have the case of Jonah, to whom our Lord refers, not
as a mythical story, but as veritable truth. Jonah, being three days
and three nights in the sea monster’s belly, was a figure of the
Son of Man being three days and three nights in the heart of the
earth (Jon.1:17; Matt.18:40). Upon His death He committed His
spirit into the hands of His Father: His body was taken by holy,
loving hands and put into Joseph of Arimathea’s tomb, and His
soul went down to Sheol, to the abode of the blessed dead who
died in faith, spoken of as Abraham’s bosom in Lk.16.

Our Lord Himself, in no vague words, spake of His
resurrection on the third day, but they, His disciples, understood
it not, “wondering what the rising from .amongst the dead should
mean ~ (Matt.16:21; Mk.8:31; Lk.9:21; Jn 2:19-22). Had He spoken
of the resurrection “of the dead,” this they would have
understood. But He spake of a resurrection of Himself from
amongst the dead, and this was their difficulty. But after He was
risen they believed THE SCRIPTURE AND THE WORD WHICH JESUS
HAD SAID.

Now we believe in our hearts that God hath raised Him from
the dead, and we have the word on this account: “Thou shalt be
saved” (Rom.10:9). We believe that on that third day our Lord
was raised from amongst the dead by the energy of God’s might;
yea, God put His mighty power to affect this.

We can now joyfully sing:

On that third day He rose again
In glorious majesty to reign;

Oh, let us swell the joyful strain,
Hallelujah!
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Let us take a backward glance, and see Joseph of Arimathea,
with his loving, reverent hands, placing Him in that tomb, his own
new tomb; and he rolls a great stone to the door of the sepulchre
and departs. We find on the next day a deputation of chief priests
and Pharisees wait upon Pilate, saying: “Sir, we remember that
that deceiver said, while He was yet alive, After three days I will
rise again. Command, therefore, that the sepulchre be made sure
until the third day, lest His disciples come by night and steal Him
away and say unto the people, He is risen from the dead... Pilate
said unto them, Ye have a watch; go your way, make it as sure as
ye can. So they went, and made the sepulchre sure, sealing the
stone and setting a watch” (that is the Roman guard).

The seal on that stone was the symbol of the Roman Empire’s
power. To break that seal was to defy Imperial Borne. In this was
exhibited the power of men. But what was Imperial Borne with
all its mighty strength, what were the authorities of darkness with
all the power of Satan at their back when God exerts the strength
of His might, His divine omnipotence? An angel of Jehovah
appeared and rolled away the stone from the sepulchre and sat
upon it... And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became
as dead men (Matt.28:2,3). His word to the women was: " I know
ye seek Jesus which was crucified.”

“HE IS NOT HERE; FOR HE IS RISEN.”

Death cannot keep his prey,

Jesus, my Saviour!

He tore the bars away,

Jesus, my Lord!

Up from the grave He arose,

With a mighty triumph o’er His foes;

He arose a Victor from the dark domain,

And He lives for ever with His saints to reign.
He arose! He arose!

Hallelujah! Christ arose!
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Out from the tomb He came forth as the mighty Conqueror. As
He Himself says: “I am He that liveth and was dead; and, behold,
I am alive for evermore, and have the keys of Hades and of death”
(Rev.1). We believe our Lord Jesus was risen before the stone
was rolled away; the rolling away of the stone was for mortal eyes
to behold an empty tomb.

If we only had the Word of God to tell us that He was risen we
should believe it, and rejoice in the glorious fact, but God has
been graciously pleased to supply us also with evidences of His
resurrection, for He appeared or became manifest unto many, and
these evidences of His appearing in resurrection we will now look
at. What an array of unimpeachable witnesses,, chosen before by
God, does the Holy Spirit set before us, and it may be in this
order:

On the first Lord’s Day He appeared:

To Mary Magdalene (Jn 20:14-18).

To the women returning from the tomb (Matt.28:8-19).

To Peter, as the first man (Lk.24:34; 1 Cor.15:5).

To the two disciples going to Emmaus (Lk.24:13-32).

To the apostles (except Thomas) (Lk.24:36-43; Jn 20:19-24).

On the second Lord’s Day:

To the apostles again, Thomas being present (Jn 20:24-29).
After these things Jesus showed Himself again to the
disciples at the sea of Tiberias. At this time there were
seven disciples, who ate of the breakfast which
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He had prepared, and they fully knew it was the Lord
(Jn 21:1-23).

Then He was seen of above 500 brethren at once (1
Cor.15:6).

Afterwards to James (1 Cor.15:7).

To the eleven again as He led them out to Bethany (Lk.24:50-
53; Mk.16:19,20; Acts 1:9-12).

Thus have we traced His appearings in resurrection in open
manifestation to His own, not in spirit form, for He said: “A spirit
hath not flesh and bones as ye see me have,” but in bodily form
as “this same Jesus,” possessing that incorruptible body that was
raised out of Joseph's new tomb. The same holy Person, the same
blessed Lord Jesus Christ that had been crucified, bearing the
marks of that death upon Him. The nail prints still in His hands,
the larger hole in His side, for did He not say to Thomas: “Reach
hither thy finger, and behold My hands, and reach hither thy hand
and thrust it into My side; and be not faithless hut believing.”
Yes, before him was that once crucified One, the real living Lord
Jesus Christ, and this doubting one, who would not believe the
testimony of others, now exclaims:

“MY LORD, AND MY GOD!”

lie veiled His glory in resurrection, and manifested Himself
according as mortal eyes were able to behold Him; but so real, so
vivid, so true; their eyes saw Him, they looked intently at Him,
they beheld Him, they handled Him, they ate with Him, they
conversed with Him (Acts 10:11).

But when He was received up in glory and took His place on
the right hand of the Majesty on high, glorified,
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how different was His appearance. Paul saw Him, and the glory
of His Person, surrounded by that dazzling light, caused him to
fall to the ground, and he was blind for three days. John, when he
saw Him, fell at His feet as one dead (Rev.1.). Though surrounded
with majesty and glory, He is still the Man, Christ Jesus, before
the face of God for us. Of this, God willing, we will speak in our
next.

We conclude this by saying that some may think it superfluous
to write to confirm what is believed as an accepted fundamental,
vital truth, but we believe the time is coming when the rising
generation will need to stand firmly for this truth, for in an
insidious, crafty way, from unexpected sources, Satan will seek
to undermine this precious glorious truth, and faith in it. We need
the warning; we know not our weakness until we are tested, and
the testing time will come.

J. DORRICOTT.
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WITH WHOM JEHOVAH DWELLS.

THE increasing worldliness and indifference to the will of God
among the children of God are becoming very marked in these
days, and must be a cause of grave concern to all who have the
glory of God at heart. On every hand there are clear indications
that the Word of God is not read and heeded as it should be, and,
consequently, the work of the Lord is carried out in a faulty
manner. No service can give God real pleasure except it be the
outcome of fellowship with Himself. All other service is as
sounding brass and as a tinkling cymbal. “To this man will I look,
even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and that trembleth
at My Word.” “For thus saith the high and lofty One that
inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy: I dwell in the high and
holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit,
to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the
contrite ones” (Isa.66:2; 57:15). What a blessed experience to have
the conscious knowledge of Jehovah dwelling with us, and if we
fulfil the necessary conditions, the experience will assuredly be
ours.

There are many examples in the Holy Scriptures where this
blessing was realised by men in the face of great difficulties and
in the midst of very adverse circumstances. They never could
have stood but for the assurance they had that God was with them
in a very real and marked sense. In the day of serious departure
and declension they trembled at the Word of Jehovah, and He
honoured them according to His promise: “The Lord is nigh unto
them that are of a broken heart, and saveth such as be of a contrite
spirit” (Ps.34:18).

When Moses, the man of God, was about to go the
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way of all the earth, he blessed the Children of Israel, and said
concerning Levi:
“Thy Thummim and thy Urim are with thy godly One,
Whom thou didst prove at Massah,
With whom thou didst strive at the waters of Meribah,;
Who said of his father, and of his mother,
I have not seen him;
Neither did he acknowledge his brethren,
Nor knew he his own children:
For they have observed Thy Word,
And keep Thy covenant.
They shall teach Jacob Thy judgments,
And Israel Thy law:
They shall put incense before Thee,
And whole burnt offering upon Thine altar.
Bless, Jehovah, his substance,
And accept the work of his hands:
Smite through the loins of them that rise up against him,
And of them that hate him, that they rise not again” (Deut.33:8-
11).
This could not always be said of Levi. In Gen.49., Jacob says:
“Simeon and Levi are brethren;
Weapons of violence are their swords;
O my soul, come not thou into their council;
Unto their assembly, my glory, be not thou united:
For in their anger they slew a man,
And in their self-will they houghed an ox.
Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce;
And their wrath, for it was cruel:
I will divide them in Jacob,
And scatter them in Israel.”
But grace had been at work as far as Levi was
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concerned, and on that memorable day when Moses came down
from Mount Sinai, and, seeing the iniquity that abounded in the
camp below, cried, saying: “ Whoso is on the Lord’s side, let him
come unto me,” the sons of Levi alone responded, and took their
place beside Moses, willing to hear, and obey, the Word of the
Lord. The same grace that enabled them to respond, enables them
now to gird on the sword and stand for the glory of the God of
Israel, carrying out the judgment of God without respect of
persons. “And Moses said: Consecrate yourselves to-day to the
Lord; yea, every man against his son and against his brother; that
He may bestow upon you a blessing this day” (Ex.32.). No
mention of Simeon here and yet he, too, had the same
opportunity.

Malachi also speaks of Levi in the following remarkable
words: “My covenant was with him of life and peace; and I gave
them to him that he might fear, and he feared Me and stood in
awe of My name. The law of truth was in his mouth and
unrighteousness was not found in his lips; he walked with Me in
peace and uprightness, and did turn many away from iniquity”
(Mal.2:5,6).

Levi feared Jehovah and stood in awe of His name, and he had
conferred upon him, as a result, a place of wondrous honour and
dignity. Please read carefully in this connection Lk.14:26, and 1
Pet.2:1-10). “Them that honour Me, I will honour.”

In 2 Kgs.22., it is related how Hilkiah found the book of the
law in the House of the Lord. Josiah, the tender-hearted monarch,
had come to the throne. A difficult day was his, indeed, for he had
to face the accumulated iniquity of two reigns. Of both of the
kings before him it was said: “They did that which was evil in the
sight of the Lord”; and the
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appalling extent of the iniquity can be learned from a careful
perusal of 2 Kgs.23. of this same book.

It was not an accident that the book was found in King Josiah’s
day. God Himself was taking cognizance of him, and He saw that
his heart was right towards Him, for “To this man will I look,
even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and that trembleth
at My Word.” Josiah, indeed, proved himself to be one of those
with whom Jehovah would take up His abode, for when Shaphan,
the scribe, read the words of the Lord before him, he rent his
clothes and commanded Hilkiah and others to inquire of the Lord
for him and for the people and for all Judah concerning these
words j for, said he, ““ great is the wrath of the Lord that is kindled
against us, because our fathers have not hearkened unto the words
of this book, to do according unto all that which is written
concerning us.” God answered him through Huldah, the
prophetess, and said: “Because thine heart was tender, and thou
didst humble thyself before the Lord, when thou heardest what I
spake against this place,...I will gather thee to thy fathers, and
thou shalt be gathered to thy grave in peace; neither shall thine
eyes see all the evil which I will bring upon this place.”

But before this would take place, God was going to work in
and through him, mightily to His own glory and the good of His
people, as 2 Kgs.23. records. The king is seen standing by the
pillar in the House of the Lord, and with him the elders of Judah
and Jerusalem. There are also gathered around, the priests, the
prophets and all the people, both small and great. A wonderful
gathering, indeed: impressive and solemn. What was the purpose
of it? It is indicated in verse 3: “And the king stood by the pillar,
and made a covenant before the Lord, to walk after the Lord, and
to keep His commandments, and His testimonies, and
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His statutes, with all his heart, and all his soul, to confirm the
words of this covenant that were written in this book: and all the
people stood to the covenant.” And then begins the serious work,
and the words spoken by the man of God in 1 Kgs.13., concerning
Josiah were fulfilled. After they had dealt with the horrible
abominations and iniquity that abounded in their midst, and had
cleansed themselves according to the mind of God, “the king
commanded all the people, saying: ‘Keep the passover unto the
Lord, your God, as it is written in this book of the covenant’” And
how well it was carried out the inspired record shows: “Surely,
there was not kept such a passover from the days of the judges
that judged Israel.” A fitting close to a noble and difficult task.

While one could have wished for a better ending to a
remarkable and God-glorifying career, yet we are very thankful
that the Spirit has recorded in verse 25: “And like him was there
no king before him that turned to the Lord with all his heart, and
with all his soul, and with all his might, according to all the law
of Moses; neither after him arose there any like him.” In the light
of the history of Josiah, let us remember the scriptures: “Who
through faith ...wrought righteousness.” “Considering the issue of
their life, imitate their faith.”

Let us turn now to the book of Ezra for a further illustration of
this important truth.

As the result of the systematic neglect of the law of their God,
the people of God had been taken captive to Babylon. The day
had arrived when He had given an opportunity to all those whose
spirits were stirred to go back to Jerusalem to build the House of
God, as He spake by the mouth of His servant, the prophet Isaiah
(Isa.44:28; 45:1,13). Many had taken the opportunity, and, under
the leader

Needed Truth 1922, page 202



ship of Zerubbabel and Joshua, a goodly number found
themselves back in the land, where they could please Jehovah and
do His will. Things went well for a time, but when Ezra arrived
there is distinct evidence of serious degeneracy. The first two
verses of Ezra 9 indicate the sad nature of this grievous departure
from the will of God, a flagrant denial and violation of the truth
of God, as expressed so clearly in Deut.7:2-6.

What patience and longsuffering God has shown in connection
with His erring people. In spite of all their waywardness, in spite
of all their wretched ingratitude, He loves them still. “I have loved
thee with an everlasting love; therefore, with loving-kindness
have I drawn thee.” And this is how His people return His love!

This sad condition of things was enough to appal the stoutest
heart; but God had His servant prepared, one in whom He could
find pleasure, with whom He could dwell, in and through whom
He could work, to the carrying out of His own will and purposes,
and it is interesting to watch how this was accomplished.

Ezra was a man of whom it could be said: He “had set his heart
to seek the law of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach in Israel
statutes and judgments”; and we rightly expect that such a man
would be a mighty power for God. When he heard how the people
of Israel and the priests and the Levites were acting, it had a most
distressing and humiliating effect on him, causing him to rend his
garments and pluck off his hair, and sit down astonied. Then, we
are informed, were assembled unto him everyone that trembled at
the words of the God of Israel.

Ezra now, with garments rent, fell upon his knees and,
stretching out his hands, prayed to the Lord, his God, weeping
and making confession. What a wonderful
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prayer that was, and what an effect it had on the people! Hear
their own words: “We have trespassed against our God, and have
married strange women of the peoples of the land.” “And all the
people sat in the broad place before the house of God, trembling
because of this matter.” Then Ezra, in the fear of God, seeks to
drive home the truth still further, and exhorts them to make
confession unto the Lord, the God of their fathers, and do His
pleasure. “Then all the congregation answered and said with a
loud voice: ‘As thou hast said concerning us, so must we do.””
And thus is brought about that condition of soul in which they are
willing to do according to the Word of the Lord, and they set
about at once to clear themselves of that which was God-
dishonouring, and because of which the work of God was
seriously hindered. Surely, we in our day may learn a valuable
lesson from the action of this wonderful man at this critical
juncture. Oh, that we, too, might be found on our faces before
God, so that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in our

time of need! May we cry from our hearts:
“Revive Thy work, O Lord;
Thy mighty arm make bare;
Speak with the voice that wakes the dead,
First make Thy people hear.

Revive Thy work, O Lord;
Disturb this sleep of death,
Quicken the smouldering embers, Lord,
By Thine almighty breath.”

And now let us look at some New Testament Scriptures. In 2
Tim.3. Paul exhorts Timothy to abide in the things which he had
learned, and had been assured of, knowing of what persons he had
learned them; and that from a babe he had known the Sacred
Writings, which were able to make him wise unto salvation,
through faith which was in Christ Jesus. He then states this
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important truth that “Every scripture is inspired of God and
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction
which is in righteousness: that the man of God may be complete,
furnished completely unto every good work.” (R.M.)

A serious and difficult day it was for Timothy. Departure from
the Faith was very manifest. Grievous wolves were among the
flock, not sparing them, and from among themselves men were
arising, speaking perverse things to draw away the disciples after
them. The imminence of Paul’s own departure from the strife was
being forced upon him, and, in full view of his rapidly
approaching end, he would exhort his own child in the Faith to
more earnest endeavour to preach the Word. Be instant in season
and out of season: reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering
and teaching. He had known the time when the Word of God was
received with joy, not as the word of men but as the Word of God,
but now he forewarned Timothy that the time was coming when
they would not endure the sound doctrine, but teachers would be
chosen who would speak to please them. The apostle could say
of Timothy: “I have no man likeminded, ...for they all seek their
own and not the things of Jesus Christ.” What joy it must have
given the apostle to find a man whom he could characterise as a
man of God. And there was ample provision, too, for the man of
God in that dark and evil day, provision suited to the need, by
which he was completely furnished unto every good work. Those
who would live godly must keep the heart fixed on Christ and on
the Word of God if they would make any headway against the
swiftly flowing tide of apostasy.

Many were becoming ashamed of the testimony of the Lord
and of His prisoner, and friends like Demas were turning aside,
loving this present world. What comfort it must have given the
aged servant of the Lord, in
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these circumstances, to find in Timothy one in whom he could
trust, who cared for the things that were dear to his own heart. He
himself could say that he served God with a pure conscience, and
he could speak of the unfeigned faith that was in Timothy, and,
surely, we can recognise in these men true followers of the One
who said: “I delight to do Thy will, O My God; yea, Thy law is
within My heart.”

In Jn 14:10, the Lord Jesus declares: “The Father, abiding in
Me, doeth His works ”’; and later on in the same chapter: “If a man
love Me, he will keep My Word; and My Father will love him,
and We will come unto him and make Our abode with him ”’; and
truly this gracious promise was fulfilled in the case of those we
have spoken of.

The words to Timothy should specially appeal to us who live
in these last dark and difficult days. As we look around us and see
the darkness deepening, and the confusion abounding more and
more, we need, surely, to be cast upon God and the Word of His

grace, for herein alone is our safety:
“Sin calls for constant fear;
Weakness needs the strong One near."

The characteristics of the last days are very much in evidence. Let
us, therefore, humble ourselves before our God and, with broken
and contrite hearts, seek in His fear to serve Him with unfeigned
faith and with a pure conscience, living in conscious communion
with Himself, for truly the broken and the contrite heart will ever
be the dwelling place of Jehovah.

S. EASTON.
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GOD’S WAY AND MAN’S WAY.
WHAT IS A CHURCH?

OUR thirdly is connected with the word church. Here,, too, very
strikingly, the true meaning of the word, and God’s thoughts
connected with it, have been to a calamitous extent lost; and that
because of “man’s way.” The word, for example, is now-a-days
most unscripturally associated with stone and lime. Again,
“missions,” “meetings,” and “churches” of various names,
constitutions and kinds, according with the opinions and
persuasions and ideas of the founders and promoters, are legion.
Here, “Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: but the Lord
weigheth the hearts.” However, we are only concerned at the
moment with the question, What is a church? as God speaks.

I remember some years ago an aged person, a lady connected
with the Church of England, so named, standing with clasped
hands as she fondly looked upon an ancient abbey, her so-called
place of worship, and saying with a voice trembling with
emotion: “That sacred edifice!” One could not but be impressed
with such misplaced love and veneration. Misplaced it truly was,
for, like multitudes more, she had never learned that " The God
that made the world and all things therein, being Lord of heaven
and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; neither is He
served by men’s hands, as though He needed anything, seeing He
Himself giveth to all life, and breath, and all things” (Acts 17.)

We do not intend to enlarge at all upon the precious truth
concerning " the Church which is Christ’s Body” (that living
organism which, on the ground of sovereign grace alone,
embraces every believer on the Lord Jesus; Christ from the Day
of Pentecost to the moment of His coming back again), but we
wish rather to look at:

GOD’S WAY FOR HIS PEOPLE
as being diametrically opposed to man’s way.
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A church of God is as much a divine creation as a child of God;
that is to say, it is brought about by the direct operation of the
Triune God. To be brief, the word “church” represents the word
exxlnoia, ecclesia, and means “a gathered-out and called-together
company: a people summoned”; so that a church of God is a
company of people gathered out, and called together summoned
by God. Such a company may be very small or very large in
numbers.

The divinely given title, “church of God” is NOT synonymous
with “the Church which is Christ’s Body.” “There is One Body”
(1 Cor.12.), but the churches of God may be few or many. In
Rev.1., after the great apostasy of which Paul spoke had begun to
sweep away many, we read of “the seven churches which are in
Asia”; not “seven of the churches,” but “the seven churches.” In
Acts 16:5, we read that “the churches were strengthened in the
faith, and increased in number daily.” Again, the one church of
God in the city (for there can only be one in any such place) could
be “gathered together” (Acts 14:27). It is a concrete, visible thing.
But apart from numbers, whether few or many, the persons who
compose a church of God, according to God’s revealed mind,
must be:

Saved by grace;
Baptised as disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ;
Gathered out and separated from all that is opposed to His
will;
Together to serve God under the leadership of the Holy Spirit;
Tended by faithful men;
All these being included in
SUBJECTION AND OBEDIENCE TO CHRIST AS LORD.

That into which disciples in the churches of God have been

called by a faithful God is a divinely constituted
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community, and is described as “the fellowship of His Son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord” (1 Cor.1:1,9). Whether in village, town or city,
a church of God stands out as “God’s building” (1 Cor.3:9), a
building of “living stones.” It is in marked contrast to man’s many
buildings of stone and lime, and the sad conglomerations of saved
and unsaved, believers and unbelievers, immersed or sprinkled or
otherwise, all professing to enjoy having fellowship together.

The teaching within “the fellowship of God’s Son” is one
throughout. “Even as I teach everywhere in every church.” “And
so ordain I in all the churches,” said Paul (1 Cor.4:17; 7:17).

Writing to the Ephesians, the apostle, after dealing with their
perfect acceptance and standing in Christ, says: “So then ye are
no more strangers and sojourners, but ye are fellow-citizens with
the saints, and of the household of God, being built upon the
foundation of the Apostles and Prophets, Christ Jesus Himself
being the Chief Corner Stone; in whom

EACH SEVERAL BUILDING,
fitly framed together, groweth into a holy temple in the Lord; in
whom ye also are builded together for a habitation of God in the
Spirit” (Eph.2:19-22).

Think of Corinth, Ephesus, Philippi, Thessalonica, and others.
Each had within it a church of God, a building of, and for, God,
and each of those buildings, “each several building, fitly framed
together ” within the One Community, was growing into a holy
temple, as set forth in the portion of Holy Scripture we have cited.
A very beautiful pattern, indeed, is the divinely given pattern of
God’s dwelling place, and all who love our
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Lord Jesus Christ in uncorruptness do well to hold in living
memory that word of the Lord: “See,” saith He, “that thou make
ALL THINGS ACCORDING TO THE PATTERN.”

We cannot be too careful in our seeking to observe God’s way,
and in our’ seeking to shun man’s way.

Apollos, both eloquent and mighty in the Scriptures, “taught
CAREFULLY the things concerning Jesus, knowing only the
baptism of John.” But John’s baptism had been superseded; God
had given more light in the development of His way. And so
Priscilla and Aquila, after listening to Apollos, took him unto
them, “and expounded unto him THE WAY OF GOD MORE
CAREFULLY ” (Acts 18.).

In view of the foregoing, may reader and writer alike be at all
times able to say with the Psalmist:

“It is time for Jehovah to work;
For they have made void Thy law.
Therefore, I love Thy commandments
Above gold, yea, above fine gold.
Therefore, I esteem all Thy precepts concerning all things to be
right;
And I hate every false way”.
(Ps.119:126-128).

NORMAN D. W. MILLER.
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BIBLE READING NOTES.

PORTION considered: “Follow after ...love” (1 Tim.6:11).

This is the fourth thing brought before us in this group of six.
As we are here exhorted to follow after righteousness, godliness,
faith, so are we to follow after love.

In exercising ourselves to carry into effect this exhortation,
we need to be clear as to the source of love, otherwise we shall
follow after it in vain. Love is of God, because “God is love.” He
is love in its pure essence, and so we have the grand declaration
from the lips of the true Witness: “God so loved the world.” This
at once reveals the fountain, and we see the broad and deep
outflow in the words that follow, and in Tit.3:4: “But when the
kindness of God, our Saviour, and His love to man appeared.”
When we first believed, this love of God was shed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Spirit, and it can only be maintained and
increased from the same Source and by the same Agency. God
should get the first fruits of this love.

“Thou shalt love the Lord, thy God, with all thy heart and soul
and mind and strength” was the statement of a reasonable claim
in a past dispensation. How much more reasonable is it now that
He has given His only begotten Son and “bestowed upon us”
such “manner of love” that we are here and now “children of
God.” Surely, surely, this should call forth a response from our
hearts, in which His love has been shed abroad. Even then we
shall only be able to say: “Of Thine own have we given Thee.”

Next in order is love to fellow believers. How preciously this
is brought before us in 1 Thess.4:9: “But concerning love of the
brethren, ye have no need that one write unto you, for ye,
yourselves,
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are taught of God to love one another.” Then we have “unfeigned
love of the brethren,” and the exhortation to “love one another
from the heart fervently,” in 1 Pet.1:22.

Another most necessary exhortation is found in Heb.13:1:
“Let love of the brethren continue.” God saw to its beginning as
we have seen, and He has revealed its inexhaustible Source, also
the gracious Agency by which alone it can be continued. Let it,
therefore, continue. With such a never failing supply and such a
divine Helper, we should be able to make progress in following
after love.

The measure of our love to one another is to be, “As I have
loved you,” and that will prove sufficient to go on with.

In Eph.5:2, we are bidden to “walk in love,” and a very
beautiful conception this is. It seems to suggest an atmosphere of
love, in which it is possible for us to live and move and be. Such
a spiritual experience can only be attained by prayer and self-
discipline, with our Lord Jesus Christ ever in view as the great
Example.

What may perhaps be called the analysis of love in 1 Cor.13:4-
7, is very striking. It is unique and altogether removed from
anything that men have ever written.

Love suffereth long

and is kind;
Love envieth not;
Love vaunteth not itself,
is not puffed up,
doth not behave itself unseemly,
seeketh not its own,
is not provoked,
taketh not account of evil;
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rejoiceth not in unrighteousness,
but rejoiceth with the truth;

beareth all things,

believeth all things,

hopeth all things,

endureth all things.

Love never faileth.
As we stop to mark progress, we shall do well to reckon with
this portion of the Sacred Writings, otherwise we shall find that
there are “first that shall be last.”

The goal is reached in 1 Jn 4:16: “He that dwelleth in love

dwelleth in God.” What a dwelling place! What a home!
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“WHO LOVED ME AND GAVE HIMSELF UP
FOR ME.”

“FOR ME.” howe’er unworthy was my state;
The rebel offspring of a rebel race;
Whose words and ways betrayed a mind within
Estranged from God by intercourse with sin.
Cursed with the inclination to fulfil
Desires that fructified in many an ill.
Drawn to the evil, turning from the good;
That baneful legacy which flesh and blood
Inherits from a fallen ancestry,
And transmits onward, to posterity.
“For ME,” who with indiff’rent mien received
His many creature benefits; who grieved
His kindly heart: and for the boons bestowed,
This base return, an ingrate spirit showed.
Despising long my Benefactor’s claims,
His mercies squandered on my selfish aims.
“For ME,” who when His Holy Mentor sought
To bring sin, death and judgment to my thought,
With fast-closed ears and heart would bid that One
In angry obstinacy to “Be gone!”
Who, when at times the gracious Spirit strove
To whisper tenderly that “ God is Love,”
In bitter scorn would point to earth’s distress
And spurn the thought of heavenly kindliness.
Such my unworthiness: yet can it be
That He so loved, He gave Himself for me.
And who was He who loved and longed
My person to possess?
That gave the gift supreme, Himself,
For mine own nothingness?
Ah! here the tale of love reveals
A wonder so immense:
A mountain-height that overwhelms
My puny creature sense.
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Astounded reason, startled, stands
And gasps “ Incredible!

"Tis faith alone attempts to scale
The lofty pinnacle.

Gaze on its height, my soul, with awe:
Love such as this there’s none;
For He who loved none other is
Than GOD’S ETERNAL SON.

I cannot understand why He

Such value placed on me,

Whose vast inheritance extends
To all infinity.

Who dwelt 'mid every perfect joy
In Heaven’s eternal day.

Where hosts of holy creatures haste
His mandates to obey.

I cannot find a reason why

He left such bliss above

For my poor sake, unless it be
That He Himself is “LOVE.”
Himself He gave: no lesser price,
No meaner bounty could suffice
To save me from eternal woe

I richly merited, and show,

In all its grand sublimity,

The greatness of His love to me.

CECIL BELTON.

(To be continued.)
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