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THE WAY OF GOD.

Among the records of the LORD'S talks with His servant Abraham
perhaps there are no words more weighty than those recorded in
Gen.18:17-19: "For I have known him, to the end that he may command
his children and his household after him, that they may keep the way of the
LORD, to do justice and judgement; to the end that the LORD may bring
upon Abraham that which He hath spoken of him." How far-reaching are
such words! God makes it abundantly clear that His purpose in Abraham
did not end in the death of His faithful friend and servant.

One thing above all else that God desires for man is that he should know
His way for him, and blessed indeed is the man who learns the way of
God and walks therein. To this might be added, that man of himself cannot
possibly find out God's way. It must be God-revealed. God must first deal
with the individual, but His grand purpose is that a people should be
together in His way. Nationally He began with Israel, and through Moses
He revealed to them His way. Stephen, when speaking to a much later
generation of that same nation, says of Moses: "Who received living
oracles to give unto us" (Acts 7:37, 38). These living oracles contained the
Way of God for a together people—a people of which it is written, "Lo, it
is a people that dwell alone, And shall not be reckoned among the
nations."

God, by the hand of Moses, had led them from Egypt's bondage. The
Divine edict must be obeyed even though a proud and stubborn-hearted
Pharaoh should oppose: "Let My people go, that they may serve Me"
(Ex.8:1-19). The Psalmist comments: "Thy Way was in the sea," with its
ultimate object, "Thy Way, O God, is in the sanctuary" (Ps.77:13,19). In
the mount God said, "Let them make Me a sanctuary; that I may dwell
among them" (Ex.25:8). To this Divinely-expressed wish the people
responded, though failure often characterised them. We stay to note
regarding the sad failure in making and worshipping the golden calf, God
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said, "They have turned aside quickly out of the Way which I
commanded them" (Ex.32:8). At length the tabernacle was made
according to the pattern. Nothing less than "according to the pattern"
would do for God. No introduction of man's plans or ideas was
permissible. God Himself was the Architect, though He used man to
provide the material and build the dwelling.

As it was then, so it is to-day. Ex.35 to 39 will help us here. The
concluding comment reads: "Thus was finished all the work of the
tabernacle of the tent of meeting: and the children of Israel did according
to all that the LORD commanded Moses, so did they" (Ex.39:32). God is
faithful and just in His dealings with His people, for He does not fail to
acknowledge their work which was well-pleasing to Him. His pleasure in
His people is evidenced in H is glory filling the tabernacle, and the cloud
covering the tent of meeting (Ex.40:34). After repeated failures, both in
the wilderness and then in the land, we view Israel again returning to this
pristine condition of things in their resolve to build an House for God. The
desire to build this dwelling place for the Most High was in the heart of
one man, David, a desire in complete accord with the Divine will for His
people. David gave a worthy lead to the nation and they responded
willingly. Ps.25. gives us a delightful insight into David's experience with
regard to the Way of God. Firstly he says: "Shew me Thy ways, O LORD;
Teach me Thy paths" (verse 4). After his desire was thus expressed he
begins to state his findings, verse 8, "Therefore will He instruct sinners in
the Way: "verse 9, "And the meek will He teach His Way ": verse 12,
"What man is he that feareth the LORD? Him shall He instruct in the Way
that he shall choose." The Way of God was the way for David. There was
nothing to compare with it. "As for God," says he, "His Way is perfect"
(Ps.18:30). In this Psalm he further states that He "maketh my Way
perfect" (verse 32). What a wondrous blend we observe here! No choice of
way, but one—God's Way. Thus we are left in no doubt as to David's

influence
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as leader of God's people. He was largely responsible under God for
bringing Israel back to the way of God's commandments (see
Ps.78:70,72).

The acme of Israel's spiritual career was reached in Solomon's day.
Solomon built God a house (Acts 7:47). God was glorified in it, and He
found pleasure in His people. He dwelt among His people and His glory
filled the house (1 Kgs.8:10,11). Of Solomon it is written: "And Solomon
loved the LorD, walking in the statutes of David his father" (1 Kgs.3:8).
How commendable this was! But alas! it did not continue. Solomon's love
for God decreased and his love flowed in other directions (1 Kgs.11:1,2).
What disastrous results followed! The people forsook the LORD and His
Way. King after king came to the throne, but for the most part failure
ensued. What a pitiful story is recorded! Of some of the kings it is written
that they "walked in the way of Jeroboam" (1 Kgs.15:33,34). This way
was contrary to the Way of God. Finally God had to deal with His people
because of their wilful departure. Leaders failed, the people failed, and the
time arrived when God, after much patient forbearance and long-
suffering, took His departure from a people which had already departed
from Him (2 Chron.36:15,16). God, acting in judgment, gave them up
into the hand of an oppressor who carried them away into captivity. For
seventy years the land lay desolate according to the word of the LORD (2
Chron.36:15-21).

After this period the LORD stirred up the spirits of His people, the
opportunity being given them to return and build again the House of God.
Some of the people responded to the word of God, coming firstly through
Cyrus the king of Persia (see Ezra 1:1-6), and later through Haggai and
Zechariah, the LORD'S prophets (Ezra 5:1,2). This movement was not of
men, it was of God, and according to God's Way. We note the attitude of
the people when coming up from Babylon under the leadership of Ezra.
Ezra, the ready scribe writes: "Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the river
Ahava, that we might humble
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ourselves before our God, to seek of Him a straight way, for us, and for
our little ones, and for all our substance" (Ezra 8:21-23). This takes us
back immediately to the word of God to Abraham already quoted. God
attaches great importance throughout His word to the need for rightly
instructing the little ones (Ex.12:26,27; 2 Tim.1:5 and 2 Tim.3:14-17).
The house of God is finished and the service thereof restored, and
although it lacked the glory of the house built by Solomon, and the people
were but a remnant of the Israel nation, yet the whole thing is Divinely
acknowledged. This fact is vital—the LORD is with them—"For I am with
you, saith the LORD of hosts" (Hag.2:4).

How unspeakably sad that this small remnant also should forsake the
Way of God! In the days of Malachi their condition is grievous to the
LORD, their service unacceptable. God through Malachi speaks thus to the
priests of His people: "Oh that there were one among you that would shut
the doors, that ye might not kindle fire on Mine altar in vain! I have no
pleasure in you, saith the LORD of hosts, neither will I accept an offering
at your hand" (Mal.1:10).

Unaltered is the condition of the nation of Israel when the Lord
Himself appears upon this earth. He Himself kept the Way of God. He
observed the word of God through John the Baptist, for John came in the
way of righteousness (Matt.21:32). During His ministry the Lord Jesus
taught "The way of God in truth," as even His enemies acknowledged
(see Matt.22:15, 16). Alas! Even the Lord's presence in their midst made
no change in the nation. They still remained away from God in heart, and
the Lord said—"Well did Isaiah prophesy of you, saying, This people
honoureth Me with their lips; but their heart is far from Me" (Matt.15:8).
Finally, He leaves them with these appalling words,—"Behold, your
house is left unto you desolate" (Matt.23:38).

But even in the midst of such tragic circumstances He had a few who
thought upon His Name. This seems to have been always the case. Enoch
walked with God (Gen.5:24).
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Noah walked with God (Gen.6:9). This walking was in the Way of God
for they could not walk with God otherwise. Even in Malachi's dark day
too we read of those who feared the LORD (see Mal.3:16, 17). Thus also
the Lord Jesus had His few followers—men who continued with Him
(Lk.22:28). When praying to the Father He could say of them "And they
have kept Thy word" (Jn 17:6).

After His death and resurrection the Lord Jesus appears to them with
a message peculiar to this present dispensation, "All authority hath been
given unto Me in heaven and on earth. Go ye therefore, and make
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit: teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I commanded you: and lo, I am with you alway, even unto the
end of the world" (Matt.28:18-20). Was this word of Divine authority
ever given effect to? Did they obey the Lord's command? Yes. This was
His way for His people, and we see them keeping it. Disciples are made,
baptized, and taught. "They then that received his word were baptized:
and there were added unto them in that day about three thousand souls.
And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in
the breaking of bread and the prayers" (Acts 2:41,42). The work went on
from that day, and day by day multitudes were added to the Lord. These
days were much like the days of Solomon's reign—days of great things. It
is not a little remarkable that the people of God together, and the truth of
God are spoken of as "The Way." (See Acts 19:9).

Acts 18:24-28 unveils to us a very interesting and helpful picture. We
are introduced to Apollos—a man mighty in the Scriptures. He had
himself been taught by word of mouth the way of the Lord, and he in turn
spake and "Taught carefully the things concerning Jesus, knowing only
the baptism of John." He was a learned man and fervent in spirit, but his
knowledge of the Way of God was not up to date. What John taught was
truly the way of the Lord at that time, but not so after the Lord Jesus had
given those commands during the forty days after
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His resurrection. So two humble disciples of the Lord heard Apollos
speaking boldly in the synagogue and took him aside, and expounded
unto him the Way of God more carefully. What a noble work was that of
Priscilla and Aquila that day! Apollos accepted the good word through
them and he was mightily used of God in teaching others,

To-day finds us living in the same dispensation. The teaching of the
Lord as seen in the Acts and the Epistles is the teaching for to-day. A lady
some time ago, while discussing these matters with the writer, said,
"Well, we all have our different ways." How often this expression is
heard! Though accepted as correct in the world, yet how wrong is such a
state of affairs! God has ordered one way for His people, and happy are
we if we are found walking in that way.

In the days of Ezra and Nehemiah God acknowledged a remnant
people. They were Divinely called out from Babylon, and they responded
to the Divine call.

God, we believe, has been and is working in a similar way to-day. He
has a people together for Himself. The house of God is in existence to-
day. Some may ask, "What proof have we for such a statement"?
Disciples of the Lord have responded to the commands given in His
Word. Effect is given to the teaching of the Lord through the apostles.
Assemblies of God are seen functioning, not merely as separate entities,
but also as a Divine whole. This is of vital importance. The apostle Paid,
who was used of God very much in the planting of assemblies of God,
writes of "my ways which be in Christ, even as I teach everywhere in
every church" (1 Cor.4:17). To the assembly in Ephesus he wrote, "In
whom each several building, fitly framed together, groweth into a holy
temple in the Lord; in whom ye also are budded fogether for a habitation
of God in the Spirit" (Eph.2:21,22). May we each hear the Divine voice,
"This is the Way, walk ye in it" (Isa.30:21).

" Grant that more perfectly
Thy will may be expressed;
That gathered saints may shew
Thy way of truth is best.
So mid this discord men may see
Divinely ordered unity." G. A. JONES.
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WHAT CHRIST IS.

SEVEN REFERENCES IN COLOSSIANS, CHAPTERS 1,2,3.

1. "Christ is the Image of the invisible God" (1:15). He is the Image
of One who cannot be seen.

The Apostle uses a similar description of God in 1 Tim.1:17, as also
does the writer in Heb.11:27. John, in 1 Jn 4:12, says, "No man hath
beheld God at any time," and again in Jn 1:18, "No man hath seen God at
any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He
hath declared Him," or told Him out.

This is further emphasised by Christ's own words to Philip, "He that
hath seen Me hath seen the Father"; not the physical appearance of Christ,
but every word of His and every action revealed God to man—the
miracles wrought, His righteousness, His love, His sympathy, His grace,
His mercy, His power, all "Told out" God. Truly Christ is the Image of
the invisible God.

2. " The First-born of all creation." Here it is not a question of
"birth," but rather one of position, of One who has the precedence over all
others, as the many examples of the firstborn in Old Testament history
show.

Christ holds a similar position in relation to all created things; "for in
Him were all things created, in the heavens and upon the earth" (verse
16). See Ps.8:3: "When I consider Thy heavens, the work of Thy fingers,
also Ps.19:1: "The heavens declare the glory of God."

3. " He is before all things" (verse 17) gives emphasis to the
previous verse, and adds weight by the statement "and in Him all things
consist" or "hold together" (see margin).

Only Deity could plan and maintain the mighty and complicated
system of the Universe, for every function to be properly fulfilled in its
due order.

4. " He is the Head of the Body, the Church" (verse 18).

Here is a subject which appears to be very little understood by professedly
Christian people, and yet it is sublime and beautiful. The Epistle to
Ephesians should be read at this
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point. In Eph.3 it is referred to as a mystery, revealed to the writer of the
letter, namely, that Jewish and Gentile believers are now, "fellow-heirs
and fellow-members of the Body, and fellow-partakers of the promise in
Christ Jesus through the gospel" (verse 6).

Concerning this Christ, said, "I will build My Church; and the gates
of Hades shall not prevail against it." The building of this Church
commenced on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2.), and has continued since
that time. It does not refer to any group of Christians or to any one of the
many churches (so called) with whose designation we are more or less
familiar. All true believers on the Lord Jesus Christ are included in it.
(See 1 Cor.12.). Christ Himself is the Head of the Church which is His
Body (Eph.5:23).

The process of building will continue until the last born-again one is
baptised in the Spirit thereinto, until Christ returns in the air to fulfil the
prophecy of 1 Thess.4:13.

From references in the New Testament, it is clear that there are vast
domains beyond our sight and knowledge which are subservient to
Christ.

5. "He is the Beginning, the First-born from the dead" or "from
among the dead." (See Newberry). What an immense army of resurrected
ones is here brought before our mind's eye! He, being the first to rise, is
now brought before us as the Firstborn of this mighty host, the
preeminent One, that in all things He might have the pre-eminence.

6. "He is the Head of all principality and power" (Col.2:10), nothing
is excluded from His authority, this reminding us of His parting message:
"All authority hath been given unto Me in heaven and on earth"
(Matt.28:18).

7. "Christ is all, and in all" (Col.3:11). This is as though nothing
further could be said of Him, a tribute of the Holy Spirit, quite beyond
our finite minds to comprehend. "For it was the good pleasure of the

Father that in Him should all the fulness dwell" (Col.1:19).
W. H. B. FULLARD.
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A CALL TO WORKERS AMONGST THE YOUNG.
I write as one who has been engaged in this important service for

over twenty years.

God has committed to our care, for training in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord, a number of boys and girls, some very young
and others older. We are praying and working that they may become
children of God, and eventually find a place in His house. To this end we
are working along certain well-defined lines. We meet with the young
regularly on Lord's days, in one or more meetings; and in recent years,
particularly during the winter months, in many places mid-week
meetings for the young are held. We thank God for the interest the
children have manifested in these gatherings. If we cannot claim
abundant fruit, we can and do rejoice in the measure of blessing God has
granted us.

In these days a great change has taken place, and earnest workers are
alarmed at the trend of things. Facts are foreboding, dangers appear on
every hand. Sinister influences are gripping the young, and despite the
most determined efforts of workers who do not spare themselves, it may
be we are losing ground, even although attendances at our children's

meetings are increased.

The powers of darkness have a firm hold on the youth to-day, and the
hand of the mighty adversary is only too evident on every side. Satan is
after the young, as we are, and he certainly does not limit his work to two
or three hours each week. The spirit that has been seen amongst adults for
some years is now seen amongst the young. Unbelief holds sway. There
are youth movements on every side—Church of England, Roman
Catholic Church, Church of Scotland, and a host of secular clubs, guilds
and organisations—all striving strongly for the body, mind and soul of
lads and maidens. The State too has entered the lists, drawing young
people with the glamour of a uniform and the call of service for the
country, thus adding tenfold to the difficulties of our work. Men in high
place tell us that a new
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order of things is coming. A certain well-known man, called by the world
a bishop, at a large gathering recently said,—"We are facing a new order
and must conform our doctrine to the thoughts of youth." As guided by
the Word of God we know that its teaching does not change with the
times, but as he who would win souls must be wise it becomes us to seek
unto God for that heavenly wisdom which is needed for our service in
present changing conditions. We are emerging to the age of speed; men
are sacrificing everything to speed; their pleasures and indeed their minds
are taking on a streamlined complexion. The loud blast of the radio, fast
travel by plane and auto, and glorification of the body (in physical
exercises) leave no time for the claims of God. Truly the gods of ancient
Greece and Rome are being worshipped again.

Beloved we dare not face such a situation in our own strength. Let us
get on our knees and seek the living, burning energy of the Spirit within
us. The vital need in the present menacing circumstances is an aggressive
attitude by Spirit-filled workers to reach and hold the young. It is at least
true in a measure that the future of the Fellowship is with us, under the
hand of God. We must have young in the Churches of God if we are to
survive, and our cry should be the cry of Rachel,—" Give me children or
else I die." It is a matter of life or death, and the road will not be easy.

"No easy hope shall bring us to our goal,
But iron sacrifice of body, will and soul."

If we fail or falter we shall be unworthy of the gracious heritage handed
to us by our fathers, and "Ichabod" may well be written over our
generation. Let us be strong then and do exploits, and with our faces
toward God, and our arms round our little charges, let us in the Name of
the Lord fulfil our commission.

JOHN MACDONALD.
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TEARS.

What a lot we are told in the Bible about tears! When tears emanate
from a broken heart before the Lord they are valuable, they are golden.

Tears are common to all; to rich and poor; to the king as to the

peasant. Many scriptures give us comfort concerning our tears. From
Ps.30:5 we learn that:
"Weeping may come in to lodge at even, But joy cometh in the morning"
(R.V.M.). It was a natural thing for Abraham to weep over the death of
Sarah (Gen.23:2), as it also was for the poor, cast-out Hagar to weep in
her loneliness when she thought her boy was about to die (Gen.21:16);
and what feelings arise in our hearts as we read of the gushing forth of the
pent up tears of Joseph over his brethren (Gen.45:1)! What bowels of
mercy those tears manifest!

God directs tears, as in the case of the babe Moses, whose tears
affected Pharaoh's daughter so that she had compassion on him (Ex.2:6).
And did it stand alone, would not the case of Hannah as, in the bitterness
of her soul, she prayed and wept sore fully justify me in saying that God-
given tears are valuable, they are golden?

Stay for a moment and watch those two affectionate hearts, David
and Jonathan, as they weep "one with another, until David exceeded" (1
Sam.20:41). What love existed there!

How encouraging to read Hezekiah's experience, to whom God said,
"I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears," and in answering mercy
lengthened out his days fifteen years (Isa.38:5)!

We mention briefly the scene of Ruth 1. When Naomi went forth
with her daughters-in-law on the way to return to the land of Judah, when
"she kissed them: and they lifted up their voice and wept" (verse 9).

Think too of the hearts of strong men like Ezra and Nehemiah bowed
before the LORD in tears! They were noble men indeed, and all the more
so on account of their tears.
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Many of the Psalms tell us of the tearful path that David trod. He
confessed,

"l am weary with my groaning; Every night make I my bed to swim; I
water my couch with my tears" (Ps.6:6); but he could add,

"Depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity; For the LORD hath heard the
voice of my weeping" (Verse 8).

Who can plumb the depths of the heart of the weeping prophet
Jeremiah? What yearning is revealed in his words! "Oh that my head
were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and
night for the slain of the daughter of my people!" (Jer.9.1). We turn to the
New Testament and there we find the lonely, lovely Man, Christ Jesus,
with tear-dimmed eyes. "JEsus WEPT" (Jn 11:35). What comfort and
consolation are here for us as we wait a little at this scene of sorrow, and
remember that "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and to-day, yea and for
ever" (Heb.13:8)! How can we doubt His love, His sympathy with us in
all our sorrows? Strong crying and tears He knew in the days of His flesh.
A passing view shews Him descending from the Mount of Olives, "And
when He drew nigh, He saw the city and wept over it," thinking of its
hard-heartedness and the fearful consequence of its rejection of Himself
(Lk.19:41-14).

The Lord Jesus set a high value on the tears of others. Think of the
dear woman of Lk.7. in Simon's house, wetting His feet with her tears!
And wiping them with her hair! Think of Mary standing at His tomb
weeping! To her He appeared and said, "Woman, why weepest thou?
Whom seekest thou?" and when she told Him, He had but to say her
name, "Mary," and she knew Him (Jn 20:11,15,16). What a lasting lesson
Peter is being taught as the bitter tears flow down his checks
(Matt.26:75)! Surely never again will he be so self-confident! The Master
knew all the time that Peter fondly loved Him.
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In thinking of Paul in his devotion to the Lord I am reminded of
Ps.126.

"They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. Though he goeth on his way
weeping, bearing forth the seed; He shall come again with joy, bringing
his sheaves with him" (Verses 5, 6).

Look for a moment at Acts 20., "Serving the Lord with all lowliness
of mind, and with tears" (verse 19). "By the space of three years I ceased
not to admonish every one night and day with tears" (verse 31).

This indeed is the hall-mark of service. Who can tell out the story of
the Cross without tears? They may not glisten on the cheek, but surely
they must be in the heart. If wanting there the preaching will not count
for much. Dry preaching does not commend itself; it is by speaking the
word through tears that souls are begotten, not necessarily the tears that
flow from the eyes, but those that well up in the heart as the blessed Lord
Jesus is eulogised. "The word of the Cross is to them that are perishing
foolishness; but unto us which are being saved it is the power of God" (1
Cor.1. 18).

" Thus might I hide my blushing face, While
Calvary's Cross appears; Dissolve my heart in
thankfulness, And melt mine eyes to tears."

Thus briefly have I scanned a few instances where tears are
mentioned in the Scriptures, and now in conclusion I draw your attention
to that farewell scene in Acts 20. When the beloved Apostle is leaving the
elders of Ephesus, to whom he has said, "I know that ye all, among whom
I went about preaching the kingdom, shall see my face no more" (verse
25). When he had finished speaking, "he kneeled down, and prayed with
them all. And they all wept sore, and fell on Paul's neck, and kissed him,
sorrowing most of all for the word which he had spoken, that they should
behold his face no more" (verses 36-38). Oh what love is manifested
here! What lessons, beloved, are here for us! We weep with them that
weep as we rejoice with them rejoice. Our God has a bottle for our tears
(Ps.56:8).

W. LEWIS.
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STEWARDS.

How much is written concerning stewards in the Scriptures of truth!
A steward is one that manages the affairs of another. The affairs to be
managed, the business to be controlled, require a person on the spot to
give his time, his attention, his ability to the things with which he has
been intrusted. The concern may be simple or complex; it may be run
with ease, or may be exacting in its demands upon the one who manages
it; it may be in matters temporal or in matters spiritual, but whatever the
nature of the business there is one outstanding requirement in the
steward, namely, "It is required in stewards that a man be found faithful"
(1 Cor.4:2).

To be caring ostensibly for the affairs of a master and at the same
time actually exploiting the business for his own ends is a practice which,
alas! Is only too frequently in evidence. The selfishness which is innate in
the human heart will be sure to assert itself unless the controlling
influence of righteousness has its place. "Being filled with all
unrighteousness "is the condition in keeping with a reprobate mind
(Rom.1:29); and while the child of God should be far removed therefrom,
yet he requires to be alert against the insidious approaches of an evil
nature, and the tendency to seek his own. Of the many things said
concerning love is this, that it "seeketh not its own" (1 Cor.13:5). How
beautifully this was exemplified in God's servant Paul! Who could testify:
"Even as I please all men in all things, not seeking mine own profit, but
the profit of the many, that they may be saved." He stands out in bold
contrast to the steward of unrighteousness, who was accused of wasting
his lord's goods, see Lk.16:1-13, and note how it is an impossibility to
serve two masters.

Paul's Master was in heaven, and he had a stewardship from Him. He
was intrusted with the gospel (1 Thess.2:6) which in Gal.2:7 he terms
"The gospel of the uncircumcision," on account of his being sent to the
Gentiles with the message; so he says, "we speak; not as pleasing men,
but God which [Tnumera our hearts." He was accountable to the Lord
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as a minister of Christ and a steward of the mysteries of God, and he lived
before God in all good conscience. There was no thought in this great
man's heart that his Master did not see him. He lived before God, and
while he knew nothing against himself in his devoted service as a steward,
yet such is his humility of mind and heart that he says:—" Yet am I not
hereby justified: but He that judgeth me is the Lord." The time of
judgment for stewards is when the Lord comes. Therefore he said to the
Corinthians, "Judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who
will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and make manifest
the counsels of the hearts; and then shall each man have his praise from

God" (1 Cor.4:1-5).

The responsibility conveyed him in his stewardship led him to make
the gospel without charge, adapanos, gratuitous; though free from all, to
bring himself under bondage to all, that he might gain the more; and to
become all things to all men, that he by all means might save some. There
was no wasting of his Master's goods on the past of the Apostle, but he
suffered the loss of all things, and counted them but offal, the sweepings,

that he might gain Christ.

Let us bear well in mind that although we are so small and
worthless as to be unworthy of comparison with God's great
servant Paul, yet our Master takes account of even the tiny
service we may render. Gifts are distributed in keeping with
ability, as five talents, two talents, and one talent. "There are
diversities of ministrations, and the same Lord." It is this

Lord who says: "He that is faithful in a very little is faithful

also in much: and he that is unrighteous in a very little is
unrighteous also in much" (Lk.16:10). What should really
concern a steward of God is not the number of talents he has
been given, but faithfulness in the use to which he puts his talent
or his talents. Let us see to it that we neither dig in the earth and
bury our talent, nor lay up our pound in a napkin. Let us enter
into the business of soul-winning with a zest that will double our
pound or talent. Let us remember the query put by our Lord:
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" If ye have not been faithful in that which is another's, who will give you
that which is your own? "

Not only is there the solemn responsibility to win souls by preaching
the gospel, which caused Paul to exclaim, "Woe is unto me, if I preach
not the gospel," but there is also the question of giving the portion of food
to those of the household in its due season. The concern of shepherds
should be to feed the flock of God, not themselves. They should not be
blind mouths, as Milton wrote of certain in his days. "Who then is the
faithful and wise steward, whom his Lord shall set over His household, to
give them their portion of food in due season? Blessed is that servant,
whom his Lord when He cometh shall find so doing" (Lk.12:42, 43). Oh
to be blameless, as God's stewards!

Stewardship may be in things temporal as well as spiritual, as we
have already remarked, and this is manifestly included in the exhortations
of Peter. He says—" Using hospitality one to another without
murmuring: according as each hath received a gift, ministering it among
yourselves, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God" (1 Pet.4:9,
10). Let us minister then "as of the strength which God supplieth: that in
all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, whose is the glory
and the dominion for ever and ever. Amen."

G. PRASHER.

REVELATION CHAPTER 1. VERSE 1.

That God should have chosen John to write the closing volume of the
New Testament is worthy of consideration. His heart filled with the love
of Christ and with a deep sense of His personal glory made him a meet
vessel for the Holy Spirit's communication of the Gospel, the three
Epistles and the Revelation. We should note how he introduces himself in
Rev.1:1,4,9; also how he speaks of himself in Rev.22:8. It is not just that
he was in Patmos, but that he was there "for the word of God and the
testimony of Jesus." In the Gospel according to John he appears as "The

disciple
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whom Jesus loved," but who could doubt that his was the hand that wrote
it? But it was fitting that to a prophetic book, so profound, lofty and far
reaching the name of the writer should be given, and this is done with a
simplicity and dignity in keeping with John's character as a servant of the
Lord Jesus Christ. It is no solitary thing for God to set out the strongest
contrasts by the same inspired writer. This devoted witness, who said
that, "grace and truth came by Jesus Christ," was chosen as the fitting
medium to reveal the judgments of God that are to come upon the earth.
In this lies the moral reason, that Christ if rejected as the Gift of God's
grace, and hence the Object of faith, will be known as the Executor of
judgment (Jn 5:22). If men despise the four-fold testimony given to God's
Son what can be so inevitable as judgment? The corruption and apostasy
of men make the judicial intervention of God indispensable to clear away
rebellion and lawlessness and to establish His kingdom in righteousness,
power and glory.

The truth had been largely set at naught, and John was left on earth a
suffering exile to make known the solemn vision of God. Therein God is
seen avenging the injured rights of His own Son, the Son of Man, first by
providential inflictions, and last by the Lord Jesus Himself coming to
execute judgment personally. Hence, although there are striking contrasts
in form, subject and issues between the Gospel according to John and the
Revelation, the person of the Lord Jesus is [Tnumerates(/ly set forth in
both. Thus it is that those who can little enter into the scope of the
prophetic visions of the Revelation may gather unspeakable comfort from
the various displays it furnishes of Christ Himself, especially so in times
of trial, rejection and persecution.

It is to be regretted that some men of mere learning have perverted
the meaning of the book.

In John's Gospel, so fragrant with the Divine love, we have frequent
intimation of the remarkable position which Christ takes. He is carefully
regarded as the Sent One of the Father who lived as Man on earth, so in
the Revelation wherever He is seen, whether in heaven or on earth, He is
truly Man and truly God, the Eternal. The book is the great unveiling of
Himself, the One who in humiliation became dead, but is now alive for
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evermore. The Lord Himself informs us that the Father gave the Son to
have life in Himself (Jn 5:26). This demonstrates how loyally He accepts,
and will not speak inconsistently with, the place of Man to which He
stooped; for in Him was life, yea He was the Eternal Life which was with
the Father before the world was, nevertheless, having become Man in
Divine grace, He speaks according to the lowly position He took here. In
glory it is just the same, as we see in this book: "The Revelation of Jesus
Christ which God gave Him to show unto His servants" (Gr.
Bondservants).
Winnipeg. (To be continued.) F.J. SHALE.

SOME THOUGHTS. The oil for the lamp in the
sanctuary was beaten oil; so we should bring to the assembly the word on
which we have meditated in private. Do not let us give what we have not
beaten out.

When the Lord's service becomes a burden to us, it is time to stop
and consider; there is something wrong. (Ps.119:59-60; 40:8).

Rejoicing always, praying without ceasing and in everything giving
thanks is the will of God for us. (1 Thess.5.16-18).

Wait upon the LORD; this is the way to be strong. (Isa.40:31).

" They who fain would serve Him best, are conscious most of wrong
within."

Do not be discouraged by failure, He giveth more grace. (Jas.4:6).

Seed sown, though with much failure, bears fruit because the life is
in the seed, not in the sower. (Lk.8.11; Eccles.11:6).

It is written that God "is able to do exceeding abundantly
above all that we ask or think. (Eph.3:20). G.J.
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THE MORNING COMETH.

" Watchman, what of the night? Watchman,
what of the night? The watchman said, The
morning eometh."

(Isa.21:11, 12).

This inquiry, long centuries past, by one out of Seir, is again rising in
the hearts of myriads today. Man's day, which is really one long, dark
night, is striking weariness to many a heart, and creating a longing for the
dawn of day, "That day," the day of Christ.

Zion's watchmen are unanimous that the dawn is nearing. That we are
nearing the end of the age is indicated in a variety of ways. Dictatorships,
amalgamations in so many spheres, wars of world-wide magnitude, and
the ever increasing spread of spiritism, with its doctrines of demons and
strong delusions, show a convergence which must shortly eventuate in the
rise of the beast and the false prophet of Rev.13.

We know that prior to that dread culmination our Morning Star shall
appear. At, the voice of the archangel and the trump of God the dead in
Christ will be raised incorruptible, and the living changed to immortality.
Like the two men, Moses and Elijah, we shall be found in glory with the
Lord—Moses who died and was buried, Elijah who was translated
without death. Then death will be swallowed up in victory, and what is
mortal will be swallowed up of life.

"They raised in incorruption,
And we from death set free,
Shall all be like the Master!
Oh mighty mystery! "

"The night is far spent, and the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off
the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light" (Rom.13:12).
Parts of this armour of light are mentioned in 1 Thess.5:8, "But let us,
since we are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and
love; and for a helmet, the hope of salvation." The breastplate will protect
the heart, and the helmet will protect the head —two vital parts, either of
which, if left vulnerable, may prove fatal in the conflict. Note, please, that
here we have faith, hope
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and love, which the apostle says remain, when prophecies, tongues and
knowledge shall be done away, and the greatest of these is love.

Faith and love will prove a protection for the heart. Let us see to it
that our faith glows and that it grows exceedingly (2 Thess.1:3). It may be
like the mustard seed, which is the smallest of seeds, or it may grow until
the Master can say, "Great is thy faith." Love is suited to all occasions: it
never faileth: it hopes and endures: it bears and believes: in truth it
rejoices: it has an eye blind to provocation and evil: self, unseemliness,
inflation, vaunting and envyings it knows not, while it suffers long and is
kind. It is the oil that ensures the smooth movement of the parts which
otherwise would become heated and break. Faith that believes God, and
love that endures will prove an effective breastplate—faith unfeigned,
and love out of a pure heart.

The hope of salvation is the helmet—salvation in the fullest sense
from the very presence of sin: "a salvation ready to be-revealed in the last
time" (1 Pet.1:5). Without this hope our heads are exposed to the enemy's
darts. Let us be awake and fully expecting the return of our Lord Jesus
Christ! Let the hope burn brightly and warmly because the morning
cometh! "For God appointed us not unto wrath, but unto the obtaining of
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, that whether we
wake or sleep we should live together with Him."

In each of two past periods of from.one thousand five hundred to two
thousand years something outstanding has occurred in this world's
history. The Flood came when the history of man was one thousand six
hundred and fifty-six years old, and when it was about four thousand the
Christ of God was born. Since then another two thousand years have
almost run their course. He who when He heard that Lazarus was sick
abode two days in the place where He was has almost completed the two
days in another sense (2 Pet.3:8), while His saints have been falling
asleep. We expect Him soon who said, "I go that I may wake him out of
sleep!" Should He thus come, then the glorious
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reign of Christ will fittingly run its course in the seventh millennium, of

the world.
Scripture reveals the correct attitude of the believer in view of the

coming of the Lord. We should be:
LOOKING
for the blessed (happy) hope and appearing of the glory of our great God
and Saviour Jesus Christ (Tit.2:13).
In principle we also should be
WATCHING
"lest coming suddenly He finds you sleeping. And what I say unto you I
say unto all, Watch" (Mk.13:36, 37). Then we should be
WAITING.
"Christ...shall appear a second time, apart from sin, to them that wait for
Him, unto salvation" (Heb.9:28; see also Phil.3:20). So
SERVING
as bondservants the while we wait up for our Master (1 Thess.1:8,9) and
WORKING
in view of victory through our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor.15:58) should be
our daily attitude.
REMEMBERING
Him in the breaking of the bread (1 Cor.11:24) each Lord's Day, and
proclaiming the Lord's death should continue "Till He come." And the
good deposit we should be
HOLDING.
He says, "Howbeit that which ye have, hold fast till I come" (Rev.2:25).
ENDURING
patiently since the coming of the Lord is at hand is the burden of Jas.5:7-
11; and the promise of His speedy return is held out as an incentive to the
Hebrew saints who had "endured a great conflict of suffering." They took
joyfully the spoiling of their possessions, knowing that they had a better
possession and an abiding one. Thus they were
REJOICING
greatly in that salvation ready to be revealed in the last time (1 Pet.1:3-6).
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HorING

we have already noted as a fitting condition in view of the
Lord's advent: "And every one that hath this hope set on Him
purifieth himself, even as He is pure" (1 Jn 3:3).

TRADING or OCCUPYING
"till I come" was the express command to his servants of the
nobleman who went into a far country, to receive for himself a
kingdom, and to return (Lk.19:18). There is no profit from
laying up the pound in a napkin. Lastly we mention the
importance of

COMFORTING
one another with these words concerning His coming to the
air (1 Thess.4:18).
"Jesus is coining! The dead shall arise,

Loved ones shall meet in a joyful surprise,

Caught up together to Him in the skies.
Jesus is coming again! " G. PRASHER.

A MIDNIGHT MEDITATION.

Some time ago after I had been lying for some weeks on my bed,
passing through sickness and trial, my daughter came into the sick room
to tell me that the experience of Paul and his thorn in the flesh had been
much on her mind. After his thrice repeated request that it might depart
from him, he was told, "My grace is sufficient for thee: for My power is
made perfect in weakness."

Recently, as is often the case now, I found myself like king
Ahasuerus. (See Est.6:1). His sleep had fled from him. I looked at my
watch. It was just midnight. I closed my eyes and began to meditate on
Paul's experience, and what had led up to that point when the thorn or
stake in the flesh, the messenger of Satan, was given him. I thought of,
and meditated on, his description of the hardships and suffering he had
passed through, as recorded in 2 Cor.11. The words of the Lord Jesus to
Ananias, Acts 9:15, "Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto Me,...for
I will shew him how many things he must suffer for My Name's sake,"
filled my thoughts. I must not take up time and space to tell of the
imaginations
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that filled my thoughts, as in my meditations I went on from chapter 11 to
2 Cor.12., passing on to visions and revelations of the Lord. Fourteen
years previously Paid had had a marvellous experience in this respect.
Whether in this experience he was in the body or not, he did not know,
but he was caught up even to the third heaven. In my meditation I
imagined him in his upward course passing the first and second heavens.

The question of how many heavens there may be also crossed my
mind. I read Deut.10:14, "Behold, unto the LORD thy God belongeth the
heaven, and the heaven of heavens." Yet another scripture came to my
mind,—that He who was conducting Paul through this experience had
Himself ascended far above all heavens that He might fill all things. In my
meditation I turned again to the third heaven, called here Paradise; I noted
that Paul does not describe what he saw, but says that he heard
unspeakable words, which it was not lawful for a man to utter. In verse 7
he speaks of "The exceeding greatness of the revelations. "But the Lord,
who had saved him by His grace, knew well the dangerous effect these
exceeding great revelations might have, and to save His beloved servant
from being exalted overmuch, He allowed him to have a thorn, a stake, in
the flesh to buffet him. Any of us who has had a thorn in his natural flesh,
or a sharp splinter of wood under his finger nail, followed by a festering
which will not yield to treatment, knows what "a thorn in the flesh
"means. We can well understand Paul when he writes concerning this
thing, "I besought the Lord thrice that it might depart from me." But He,
who is perfect in knowledge and perfect in His ways and dealings, did not
remove the thorn. He had something better in His mind, and He assured
His servant that His grace was sufficient, and that His power was made
perfect in weakness.

The longer I meditated the more I saw the all-sufficiency of the grace
given of God, and the wonder-working power of God in weakness. |
could see a little clearer the reason Paul was able to say, "Most gladly
therefore will I rather glory in my weak-
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nesses, that the strength of Christ may rest upon me." In this last sentence
I noticed a word. Shall I call it a nugget? No, even the gold of Ophir
cannot equal it. It is the word "REST." I noticed in the margin that the
literal meaning of the Greek word rendered "rest upon me "is "spread a
tabernacle over me." I imagine that I see a man bowed down with the
trials of life; the road is rough; he is persecuted, but not forsaken, cast
down, but not destroyed; killed all the day long; just another sheep for the
slaughter. As I draw near to him while he plods along his way, I notice
that he has a tabernacle overshadowing him. But he has not got to carry it.
Every step he takes, the tabernacle moves on. I draw near, and lo, across
the tabernacle I read the words—" The strength of Christ."
The power that surrounds him is perfected in his weakness, and in his
weakness he advances day by day nearer the end of his journey. How
much his experience was like that of another, of whom in a later day it
was written—

"Deep waters crossed life's pathway;

The hedge of thorns was sharp;

Now these lie all behind me:

Oh for a well tuned harp!

Oh to join Hallelujah

With yon triumphant band,

Who sing, where glory dwelleth,

In Immanuel's land!"

I pass on my meditation hoping that some other spirit may be
refreshed as mine has been. T. DOBLE.

YOUR REASONABLE SERVICE.

Our blessed Lord, like the nobleman of whom He spoke, has, as it
were, gone "into a far country, to receive for Himself a kingdom, and to
return" (Lk.19:12). Meanwhile, in His wondrous, condescending grace,
He has been pleased to bestow upon His unworthy subjects, whom He
has redeemed from the power of the adversary, the unspeakable privilege
of rendering service to Him, and He has given "To each one his work,"
although He is not "served by men's hands, as though He
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needed anything" (Acts 17:25). Yet He has given this honour to all
whose hearts make them willing, in association with His redeemed and
gathered together people, to work for Him in the field of labour which is
"white already unto harvest" (Jn 4:35). The work is great and large, and
there is assuredly a task for each one to perform. There is without a
doubt, a definite sphere of service in which each one of us may be found
engaged, for "each hath received a gift" (1 Pet.4:10). All have not
received the same gift, for "There are diversities of gifts, but the same
Spirit," and "To each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit to profit
withal" (1 Cor.12:4-7). At the end of this chapter the apostle asks, "Are
all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? And so forth, and in
writing to the Romans he also says, "having gifts differing according to
the grace that was given to us" (Rom.12:6). So then, let us each, by the
Holy Spirit's aid, seek to discern just what particular gift He has given to
us. We may not all be gifted to speak from the platform, but we may be
able to teach the young ones "The Way of Life." Some may be able to
give a tract in an acceptable way, or again, some may have the gift of
personal conversation in which the truth of God can be presented without
offence. Some may have what may seem to be only a very small and
insignificant gift, but let us ever remember that whether it be small or
great, we are responsible to the gracious Giver as to how we use it. If we
are trying to do work for which we are definitely not gifted, we may be
doing more harm than good; so let us each humbly seek the Lord's
guidance as to the work which He would have us do, and be sure that
there is some kind of work which each can do.
"Let none hear you idly saying,

'"There is nothing I can do,'

While the souls of men are dying,

And the Master calls for you.

Take the task He gives you gladly,

Let His work your pleasure be,

Answer gladly when He calleth,

'Here am I, send me, send me.'"
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So then, seeing we are called upon to serve our blessed Master, let us also
consider the words of the Preacher in Eccles.9.10: "Whatsoever thy hand
findeth to do, do it with thy might," and also of the apostle Paul in
Col.3:23, "Whatsoever ye do, work heartily, as unto the Lord, and not
unto men." May we each one make it his aim to become really efficient
in the work that lies to his hand, and to "give diligence to present thyself
approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed" (2
Tim.2:15). May we, too, be ever on our guard against any form of
slackness, for "He also that is slack in his work is brother to him that is a
destroyer" (Prov.18:9). It is said in the affairs of the nation, that slackness
and absenteeism, if allowed, would cost the country an enormous amount
per day, so may we, who seek to engage in this all-important work which
concerns the glory of God, and the souls of men, see to it that there is no
slackness on our part, and may we all endeavour to perform our tasks in a
manner which shall be worthy of the high and holy calling wherewith the
Lord has called us. In material things one often hears the expression that
"anything which is worth doing at all, is worth doing well:" how much
more is this true in regard to spiritual things, for the Lord's work must be
well and truly done!

The apostle Paul, by the Holy Spirit, in Rom.12, exhorts the saints to
"give themselves" to those various tasks which he enumerates. Let us
then arise, and work, for the night is coming, and buy up the precious
opportunities afforded us, for service to the Lord who has bought us with
His own blood.

"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your
reasonable service. And be not fashioned according to this world, but be
ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is

the good and acceptable and perfect will of God" (Rom.12:1,2).
JESSE TAYLOR.
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THE REVELATION. REV.1:3-6.
(Continued from page 18.)

"Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of the
prophecy, and keep the things which are written therein; for the time is at
hand."

It is not to be wondered at that men should take so little account of
this book, for, from Rev.5 it gives the development of things in the world,
as well as God's judgment upon it, after the Church, the Body of Christ,
has been taken home (1 Thess.4:13-18).

Accordingly the Apocalypse (no less than the Gospels or the Epistles)
is here styled "The word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ." It
reveals grace and announces judgment.

"John to the seven churches which are in Asia." The vision is given to
the apostle who sends a salutation of grace and peace to the seven
churches from "Him which is and which was and which is to come: and
from the seven Spirits which are before His throne; and from Jesus Christ,
who is the faithful Witness, the Firstborn of the dead, and the Ruler of the
kings of the earth."

God's saints in every age have failed, but Christ, the Vessel of God's
glory, is the only One who has always been faithful;, His whole life of
testimony is embraced in this comprehensive title—"The faithful
Witness."

The significance of the number seven in prophetic Scriptures cannot
be questioned and this significance cannot be confined to prophecy; it
holds good wherever symbol is employed. In typical Scripture also, seven
is the regular sign of completeness or perfection.

It admits of no dispute that the letters were written in a book and sent
to seven actual churches; nor can we doubt that the addresses sent to them
bring before those who have ears to hear vital truth for such as are
together as God's testimony here below, as long as there are churches of
God upon the earth. These, let it be noted, never appear after Rev.4.
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(saving the reference in Rev.22:16), and no such condition exists
afterwards. Weak as we are, and requiring to humble ourselves because
so many of God's children are ensnared in sectarianism, who is bold
enough to deny that the Lord still acknowledges the few who with
humble hearts are gathered as churches of God on earth?

"Jesus Christ...the Firstborn of the dead, and the Ruler of the kings of
the earth." He is "Lord of lords, and King of kings "and "He hath on His
garment and on His thigh a name written, ' King of kings and Lord of
lords " (Rev.17:14; Rev.19:16).

In His humiliation, at His crucifixion, "Pilate wrote a title also and put
it on the cross. And there was written, Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the
Jews" (Jn 19:19). This title was written in three important languages of
that time, Hebrew, Latin and Greek, and although the Jews wanted it
changed it was kept intact in every letter by the strong, over-ruling hand
of God. Christ is Lord of all who exercise authority and King of all who
reign as kings, but the exercise of these powers manifestly is yet in
abeyance.

"Unto Him that loveth us, and loosed us from our sins by His blood;
and He made us to be a kingdom, to be priests unto His God and Father;
to Him be the glory and the dominion for ever and ever (unto the ages of
the ages, Gr. R.V. Margin) Amen."

"Our sins were laid on the Saviour's head,
The curse by our Lord was borne;
For us a Victim our Surety bled,
And endured that death of scorn.
Himself He gave, our poor hearts to win—
(Lord, never was love like Thine)
From the paths of folly and shame and sin,
And fill them with joys divine."
Winnipeg. F.J. SMALL.

(To be continued.)
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Pages for Poung Believers.

SEVEN MIRACLES RECORDED BY JOHN.

Seven miracles are recorded by John as having been performed by the
Lord Jesus, prior to the resurrection. The selection of these seven, out of
many more the Lord performed, recorded elsewhere, shews the over-
ruling hand of God. They are all in keeping with the special character of
the Gospel according to John, presenting the Lord Jesus as the Son of God
in His omnipotence. John himself writes concerning them and a few
more, performed after his resurrection, that "These are written that ye may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God: and that believing ye may
have life in His name" (Jn 20:31).

"The beginning of His signs" took place at the marriage in Cana of
Galilee (Jn 2:1-11) when He manifested His glory by turning the water
into wine. Being the Creator He could pass by the wonderful process of
nature, needful for the production of wine, and instantly produce wine of
such quality that the ruler of the feast said to the bridegroom", "Every man
setteth on first the good wine; and when men have drunk freely, then that
which is worse: thou hast kept the good wine until now."

As they were at the end of their own resources at the marriage, and
their need was so graciously and fully met by the Lord, surely this sets
forth the greater need of all mankind which He alone can meet!

Wine "maketh glad the heart of man" (Ps.104:15) and when men
reach the end of their own resources for securing abiding joy, and avail
themselves of the provision made by the Lord Jesus, the joy of knowing
their sins to be forgiven becomes their own. "Blessed (or, Happy) is he
whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered" (Ps.32:1). "By
grace have ye been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is
the gift of God: not of works, that no man should glory" (Eph.2:8,9).
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The Holy Spirit uses the same word "glory "in connection with the
last of these seven miracles as He does with the first. Compare Jn 2:11
with Jn 11:1, and the same might be written over all the Lord's miracles;
they were all performed for the glory of God and He Himself was
glorified thereby.

"The second sign" is found in Jn.4:46-54. Tidings reached a nobleman
in Capernaum that the Lord Jesus had come again to Cana and he came to
Him there and "besought Him that He would come down, and heal his
son; for he was at the point of death." The Lord's answer, "Except ye see
signs and wonders, ye will in no wise believe "but made the father more
urgent in his appeal. "Sir," said he, "come down ere my child die." "Go
thy way; thy son liveth," said the Lord, and the man believed His word
and went his way. Reaching home he had the proof that his faith had not
been misplaced. The glory of the Lord had again been shewn. His coming
again to Cana suggests the happy event all who believe in Him will know
when He comes again to raise the dead and change the living, as revealed
in 1 Thess.4:13-17. Many may then be at the point of death, but His
coming will prevent their death, and they with others in the full vigour of
life will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air, and so shall they ever be
with the Lord. How fully then shall it be realised that their faith in Him
had not been misplaced! What a glad and glorious prospect 1 Jn 3.
Presents,—" We know that, if He shall be manifested, we shall be like
Him; for we shall see Him even as He is." May we give good heed to the
word that follows,— "Every one that hath this hope set on Him purifieth
himself, even as He is pure" (verses 2, 3).

The case of the impotent man, who had been thirty and eight years in
his infirmity, vainly seeking to be cured at Bethesda's pool, next comes
before us (Jn.5:1-9). It provides another aspect of the Lord's work. The
Lord said to him, "Arise, take up thy bed, and walk." His command was
accompanied with the power enabling the man to obey, and "straightway
the man was made whole, and took up his bed and walked." To those
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whose sins are forgiven, who receive God's free gift of eternal life, the
Lord gives the power to walk in newness of life. "He that saith he abideth
in Him. Ought himself also to walk even as He walked" (1 Jn 2:6).
Further, when the Lord comes again, many of His loved ones whose
bodies have suffered fearfully through sin and disease will the better
know what it will mean to have their bodies fashioned anew, that they
"may be conformed to the body of His glory, according to the working
whereby He is able even to subject all things unto Himself" (Phil.3:21).

We come next to Jn.6. Here we have the account of the feeding of the
five thousand men. When the five barley loaves and the two fishes were
put into the hands of the Lord and He gave thanks and distributed to them
that were set down, not only were they all filled, but in obedience to His
command the disciples gathered up the broken pieces, sufficient to fill
twelve small baskets. So convincing was this sign that the people said, —
"This is of a truth the Prophet that cometh into the world" (verse 14, and
see Deut.18:15-19). In this chapter the Lord says of Himself,—" I am the
Bread of life: he that cometh to Me shall not hunger, and he that believeth
on Me shall never thirst" (verse 35). He also says, "I am the living Bread
which came down out of heaven: if any man eat of this Bread, he shall
live for ever: yea and the bread which I will give is My flesh, for the life
of the world" (verse 51). Blessed indeed are all who come to Him, they
shall not hunger. Blessed are all who believe on Him, they shall never
thirst. Blessed is he who eateth of this Bread, he shall live for ever. How
definite is His word,—" Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth
hath eternal life" (verse 47)! Not only is the Lord Jesus the Giver of
spiritual life, He is also the Sustainer of it as we feed upon Himself.

Following the feeding of the five thousand we have the narrative of
the storm that overtook the disciples on their passage across the sea to go
to Capernaum. It was dark and the sea was rising by reason of a great
wind. The Lord had not yet come to
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them. They had witnessed His omnipotent power just before they had
embarked. Can they now trust their unseen Lord

amidst the storm? Alas, as He walked upon the sea, and drew nigh to the
boat, they failed to recognise Him and they were afraid. His words,—" It
is I, be not afraid "gave them assurance. They received Him into the boat,
"and straightway the boat was at the land whither they were going"
(Jn.6:10-21). If we have trusted the Lord for our life we can safely trust
Him with our life. The realisation of the Lord's presence will enable us to
"smile at the storm." The Lord has said,— "I am the Light of the world:
he that followeth Me shall not walk in the darkness, but shall have the
light of life" (Jn 8:12). We do well to take the Lord into every
circumstance of our lives. This will save us from the sad experience
expressed in

the lines,—
"Oh! What peace we often forfeit,
Oh! What needless pain we bear, All
because we do not carry Everything
to God in prayer."

God delights to prove His children. In 1 Pet.1. We read that those to
whom he wrote rejoiced greatly in the salvation which was ready to be
revealed in the last time, "Though now "he adds, "for a little while, if need
be, ye have been put to grief in manifold temptations, that the proof of
your faith, being more precious than gold that perisheth, though it is
proved by fire, might be found unto praise and glory and honour at the
revelation of Jesus Christ" (verses 5-7). Surely we all long that at the end
of the journey there shall be richly supplied unto us the entrance into the
eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ (2 Pet.1:11)! Let us
see to it therefore that we are waring "The good warfare; holding faith and
a good conscience; which some having thrust from them made shipwreck
concerning the faith" (1 Tim.1:18, 19).

The sixth sign is recorded in Jn.9. Here a man who was born blind
had his eyes anointed by the Lord and was told to "Go, wash in the pool
of Siloam." He went therefore, and washed, and came seeing. The works
of God had been made
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manifest in him, but the miracle having been performed on the sabbath
appeared to blind the Pharisees to the Lord's true character, and whilst
telling the enlightened man to give glory to God they maintained that the
Lord was a sinner.

This miracle is another figure of the completeness of the work of
salvation wrought for us by the Lord Jesus Christ. As the man gazes on
the Lord Jesus and learns from His own lips that He is the Son of God we
hear his confession, "Lord, I believe " and we see him bowed in homage
before Him. What a sight yet awaits all who are saved! "The things which
are not seen are eternal," but more glorious by far than all these is the
Person of our Lord Jesus Christ, and as already stated, "we shall be like
Him, for we shall see Him even as He is." "Now we see in a mirror,

darkly; but then face to face" (1 Cor.13:12).
"Face to face with Christ my Saviour,
Face to face, what will it be,
When with rapture I adore Him,
Jesus Christ, who died for me? "

The last of the seven miracles under consideration is found in Jn.11., and
as we meditate upon it we borrow the words of the ruler of the feast at the
marriage in Cana and say,—"Thou hast kept the good wine until now."
The blessed Lord, who contributed to the joy of the company at the feast,
here stands out as the perfect Sympathiser in the hour of a family's
bereavement and sorrow. He was and is the all-sufficient Succourer in the
time of need (Heb.2:18). Well might He weep as He looked, with an all-
seeing eye, upon the ravages of sin as exemplified in the mortifying body
of Lazarus, lying in the tomb! What a challenge this was to His Divine
Sonship!

Think of Martha's words,—"By this time he stinketh: for he hath been
four days dead"! Will He prove equal to the occasion, or is His power
limited, as some of the company evidently believed, to those who are in
life? They said,— "Could not this Man; which opened the eyes of him
that was blind, have caused that this man also should not die?" Here
indeed, as the word of command goes forth, after a few wonderful
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words to God, His own Father, we see the fulfilment of the revelation He
made that this sickness of Lazarus was "not unto death, but for the glory
of God, that the Son of God may be glorified thereby" (verse 4). "He
cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth! "Few words, but they were
all that were needed to unloose the bands of death, for immediately "he
that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes; and his
face was bound about with a napkin."

Like the Lord's own resurrection, that of Lazarus is an earnest of that
great harvest which is to be reaped when He comes again. Then the
myriads of those "That are fallen asleep through Jesus "and whose bodies
have corrupted, will hear His shout as He descends to the air to gather
them to Himself, and will respond as did Lazarus to His quickening
power (1 Thess.4:17).

Surely this will eclipse all the Saviour's wondrous works and
manifest His power and glory; yet it is but part of the fruit of His great
redemption work of the Cross.

This last miracle, the raising of Lazarus, also leads us to a solemn
thought, that if men reject Him, who alone can give life and joy eternal,
they shall at last appear before Him as their Judge.

"All that are in the tombs shall hear His voice, and shall come forth" (Jn
5:28). The issue of this resurrection is sad beyond words so far as the
unbelieving is concerned; for them it is a resurrection of judgment. How
different the prospect of the believer! Through the rich mercy of God,
even when they were dead through their trespasses and sins, they were
quickened together with Christ, and raised up with Him and made to sit
with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus: that in the ages to come
He might shew the exceeding riches of His grace in kindness toward them
in Christ Jesus (Eph.2:4-7).

"The grace of God, He has shewn in His Son,

A token of kindness through ages to come.

God's children for ever His kindness shall know,

His richness of grace through Christ ever flow."
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"Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly
above all that we ask or think, according to the power that
worketh in us, unto Him be the glory in the Church and in
Christ Jesus unto all generations for ever and ever. Amen "
(Eph.3:20,21).

" The power of God, the weakest may know,

By those who in grace and knowledge do grow.
Exceeding abundant, o'er all we ask,

God will provide strength to meet ev'ry task."

"For our light affliction, which is for the moment, worketh
for us more and more exceedingly an eternal weight of glory "

(2 Cor.4:17).
"The glory of God alluring will prove,
As onward and homeward they gladly move,
Its weight is exceeding, lasting and great,
To those who in patience hear, and can wait."

T. RYLANCE.
DEPARTMENT OF QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

Question No:21. What is the difference in the Holy Scriptures between the "people
of God "and the "children of God"?

Answer 1. The expression the "people" or "people of God "is very frequently
found in Holy Scripture. It is suggestive that the first place where we find the word
is in connection with rebellion against God. Later on we find that the purpose of
God was to have a "people" for Himself from among all peoples. Ex.19:4 and so on
will be found helpful here.

From the word of the LORD through Balaam we read,—"Lo, it is a people that dwell
alone. And shall not be reckoned among the nations" (Num.23:9). In 2 Cor.6:14-16
we read,—" Be not unequally yoked together...I will be their God and they shall be
My people,” which clearly shews that the fulfilment of this promise depended upon
the conditions being fulfilled. See also Tit.2:14 and 1 Pet.2:9. It appears also that it
is impossible to be in this position of honour apart from suffering and loss.

We read of Moses that he chose "rather to be evil entreated with the people of God,
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season" (Heb.11:23).

On the other hand the expression "children of God "seems to have no conditions
attaching to it; the term children speaks of family relationship. Jn 1:12 R.V. will
give help here. Compare with 2 Cor.6:17, 18. In the Greek "children "and "sons "are
different words. J.C.R.

Answer 2. "Children of God" is a relationship resulting from birth. "The people
of God" is a relationship resulting from covenant obedience.

G.P.

Question 22. In 1 Cor.11:29 we read,—"If he discern not the body." Is this "the
Body" which is the Church, or "the body" of the Lord?

Answer. From the context it would appear that the Lord's body is meant. It is
evident that in the Church of God in Corinth there was some
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disorder in the keeping of the Remembrance, as see verse 21. Instead of setting
aside the symbols in a special and distinct way they were degrading the solemn
Remembrance to the level of an ordinary meal. They were not distinguishing
between the Remembrance symbols and a common meal.

J.C.R.

SOME THOUGHTS.

An unclean thought, cherished in the mind, hinders communion with
God.

The Lord Jesus said,—"Out of the heart come forth evil
thoughts...these are the things which defile the man" (Matt.15:19, 20).

God has one standard of holiness. "Like as He which called you is
holy, be ye yourselves also holy in all manner of living" (1 Pet.1:15).

Where there is defilement, there must be cleansing. The word says,—
"Hating even the garment spotted by the flesh" (Jude 1:23.).

"Holiness becometh Thine house, O LORD, for evermore" (Ps.93:5).
The great and first commandment is,—"Thou shall love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind"

(Matt.22:37, 38).

"And a second like unto it is this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself" (Matt.22:39).

If we do not love the brethren, or, if the Lord's commands are difficult
to us, it is because we do not love the Lord Himself sufficiently (1 Jn

5:2.3).

Be not easily offended; remember nothing stumbles those who love
God's law; it is the flesh that takes offence (Ps.119:165).
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THE NAZIRITE'S VOW.

Separation unto the LORD was the outstanding feature in a person
who undertook the vow of the Nazirite. (See Num.6.).

It will be recalled that the Israel nation were a separated people. They
had been redeemed by blood in Egypt, and separated from Egypt by the
waters of the Red Sea.

A further sanctification unto God as a holy nation was effected by the
covenant of obedience with the blood of sprinkling, at the time of
Ex.19—24, when the LORD avouched Israel to be His people, and they
avouched the LORD to be their God.

Within this separated nation appeared various circles where
separation unto God was more or less enjoined. The nation was the
largest circle. Then the men of war are seen—men within certain ages,
and of ability for war. The tribe of Levi was separated to special service
in connection with God's dwelling, and were a smaller circle than the men
of war. Then the smallest circle of all was the family of Aaron, separated
to serve at the altar, and within God's house.

A thrice holy God had taken up His. Abode within the camp, and His
laws, which are in keeping with His holiness, had to be recognised. There
was a place for all, and each had to be in his place.

While, however, such separation and holiness were characteristic of
the nation, there was beyond all this a special separation unto the LORD
which a man or a woman could undertake; it was an individual matter, an
intensive separation, a special vow.

Certain men of power for God in their day were marked by the
Nazirite vow. For instance the mighty Samson was to be a Nazirite from
birth; his mother received instructions before he was conceived to act in
harmony with this vow of separation. The child was to be a Nazirite unto
God from the womb to the day of his death. Such an one the Spirit of God
began to move in the camp of Dan (see Jdgs.13.). It must always be so,
the Holy Spirit finds room for movement in men separated unto God.
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Which of us has not mourned over the story of Samson's later failures
and trials? Yet all these are but solemn examples of the sorrow and loss
which must ever attend failure in maintaining separation unto God. The
young man of mighty strength, the destroyer of the Philistines (wallowers
in the dust), the sustainer of injustice at the hands of the men of Judah, is
soon in the valley of Sorek, which means, tendril of the vine; and at last is
asleep on the knees of Delilah with the seven locks of his head shaven
off. "I will go out as at other times, and shake myself," said he, "But he
wist not that the LORD was departed from him" (Jdgs.16).

As Hannah poured out her soul before the LORD and pleaded for a
man child to be granted unto her, part of her vow was:— "There shall no
razor come upon his head." Here again is a sign of that special separation
unto God. Remember how that boy came to know the LORD, and to serve
Him in the power of the Spirit, which marks those "Separated unto the
LORD." Was it to be wondered at that in Samuel's days "all the house of
Israel was drawn together after the LORD" (1 Sam.7:2, R.V.M.)?

Examples might be multiplied, but we forbear. We desire to draw
attention to some solemn teaching contained in the vow of the Nazirite:—

1*. The Nazirite had to deny himself certain natural appetites: "He
shall separate himself from wine and strong drink; he shall drink no
vinegar of wine, or vinegar of strong drink, neither shall he drink any
liquor of grapes, nor eat fresh grapes or dried. All the days of his
separation shall he eat nothing that is made of the grape-vine, from the
kernels even to the husk" (Num.6:3, 4).

"Wine that maketh glad the heart of man" (Ps.104:15) he was denied.
Grapes fresh or dried with all their sweetness and food value he must turn
away from. Here is self-denial in the matter of eating and drinking.

2" "All the days of his vow of separation there shall
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no razor come upon his head...he shall let the locks of the hair of his head
grow long" (Num.6:5).

The Spirit of God says:—" Doth not even nature itself teach you, that,
if a man have long hair, it is a dishonour to him "? (1 Cor.11:14). It is
therefore an honour or glory to the man to have short hair, but this glory
he must deny himself while he is under the vow of the Nazirite. Here is
self-denial in man's glory.

3™, "He shall not come near to a dead body. He shall not make
himself unclean for his father, or for his mother, for his brother, or for his
sister, when they die: because his separation unto God is upon his head.
All the days of his separation he is holy unto the LORD" (Num.6:6,7).
Here is self-denial in man's natural affections. His appetite, his glory, and
his affections must be under divine control.

The kingdom of God to-day is not eating and drinking, but
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, yet these lessons in
self denial should speak loudly to us if we desire to know experimentally
the power of God's Spirit within. The Master's words come to our mind:
"If any man would come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross daily, and follow Me" (Lk.9:23).

Whatever we indulge in that hinders our spiritual progress should
occasion us exercise and confession before God, that is, if we desire to
know power with God. The great need of the hour is that of men separated

and consecrated unto the LORD.
"The trivial round, the common task,
Will furnish all we need to ask;
Room to deny ourselves, a road
To bring us daily nearer God."

When the Nazirite had fulfilled the days of his vow of separation he
offered to God a ewe-lamb for a sin offering, a he-lamb for a burnt
offering, both of the first year, and a ram for a sacrifice of peace offering,
besides the meal offering and the drink offering. This would be a solemn
reminder that although he had fulfilled the days of his separation unto his
God, still he owed his acceptance before God to the sacrifices which

pointed to the Person and work of Christ. The most completely
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separated man is yet a sinner, and a victim must suffer and die for him.
Indeed the greater the separation and consecration the more the fact of sin
will be appreciated. How precious for such to revel in the efficacy of the
sacrifice, the completeness of the acceptance before God, and the fulness
of the fellowship with God! The believer to-day finds all these in Christ.

Though deeply conscious of unworthiness as he saw others die in his
room and stead there is one very interesting feature in the concluding
ceremony: "The Nazirite shall shave the head of his separation at the door
of the tent of meeting, and shall take the hair of the head of his
separation, and shall put it on the fire which is under the sacrifice of
peace offerings" (Num.6:18).

This is something unique in the law of the offerings. We recall no
other instance when any part of man found a place on the copper altar of
burnt offerings. Surely it speaks most loudly of the value to God of that
head of separation, shadowing the coming perfect One, who though not a
Nazirite in the strict sense, was wholly devoted to God, and who would
do all God's will. And how very previous to God is everyone to-day who
devotes himself increasingly to separation in order that he may
experience more of the power of God within! "But know that the LORD

hath set apart him that is godly for Himself" (Ps.4:3).
" O Christ, Thou heavenly Lamb,
Joy of the Father's heart,
Now let Thy love my soul inflame;
Fresh pow'r to me impart."
G. PRASHER.

The APPEARING OF THE GLORY OF OUR GREAT GOD AND
SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST.

In two previous articles (see NEEDED TRUTH, Vol. XLIX (1942):147;166)
we wrote concerning our Lord coming for His saints, and our waiting
attitude for His return, expressed in the words "Looking for the blessed
hope." Not only are we told to expect this fully, but also the glorious
appearing of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ who gave Himself

for us. For
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The sake of younger ones in Christ, we desire to make clear at the outset
that the Lord's coming for His saints, and His coming with His saints are
two distinct things, yet they are put together from the point of longing and
desire in Tit.2, and for both we look forward. If the Lord's coming for us
is one of the most comforting truths for His saints, our Lord's appearing in
glory and majesty with His saints is one of the most heart-stirring and
soul-stimulating truths. Paul set this before Titus in regard to his
responsibility as a servant of Christ upon earth; for that day will reveal to
others our love to the Lord or our lack of it in His holy service. It is one of
the most thrilling truths of the Sacred Writings. The distinction between
His coming for His saints and coming with His saints is seen in 1
Thess.4:15-18, 1 Cor.15.:50-54, and 1 Thess.3:13, Col.3:4, 2 Thess.1:7-
10. There is then the blessed (happy) hope of His coming for the Church,
and the manifestation to the world of the brightness, yea the splendour of
His glory, when He comes with her; also with other glorified saints of
past periods, and myriads of holy angels. What an appearing indeed!

It should also be noted that there will be an interval between the two
aspects of His coming of at least seven years, for the unfulfilled week of
years (called the 70th) must run its course after the Church has been
caught up to be for ever with the Lord. The truth of the present Church
period which was hid in God from eternal times, and unrevealed in Old
Testament Scriptures (as we have before stated) is the great parenthesis,
gap, or unlimited period between the 69th and 70th weeks of the prophetic
utterance to Daniel. See Dan.9:24-27. The cutting off of Messiah at the
close of the 69th week through His rejection by His people, proved by the
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, and through the atoning
death of Christ to be the opening wide of the door of grace and mercy to
Jew and Gentile alike, and the revelation of the mystery of Christ and the
Church. This unlimited period is outside the prophetic chart of time, and
seasons and times do not belong
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to this dispensation, but belong to Israel and the nations. The coming of
the Lord for His saints closes this period. After this God commences His
work again with His ancient people, the Jewish nation, which was broken
off through the rejection of their Messiah. The Gospel of the kingdom will
be again proclaimed. It will not be limited to the land of Palestine as when
the Lord sent His apostles forth at the first, but will be preached as a
testimony to all nations, telling of the Coming King and His kingdom. We
digress to say that the character of this gospel will be similar to what the
Lord sent His apostles and disciples to preach to follow up the testimony
of John the Baptist. The Gospel of the Grace of God is the glad tidings for
this dispensation (Acts 20:24), bringing the one who receives the Saviour
by the power of the Spirit into one Body—the Church, of which Christ is
Head. The Gospel of the kingdom proclaims a coming King,—the King of
Israel, and is a gospel of preparation for the reception of the Messiah at
His appearing. We will not enter into the events of the seven years
preceding His appearing, years of sorrow and tribulation. The Jews will
pass through these to cleanse, purge and make a remnant ready to receive
their King; for some will say:—"Lo, this is our God; we have waited for
Him."

We now refer to some events in heaven preceding the coming of our
Lord as Son of Man, when He comes with power and great glory, which
of course is after "The great tribulation." It will be noticed in Rev.7. that
there is a white-robed throng who have come out of the great tribulation,
the victors with palms of victory; they are seen before the throne of God.
Then follows the opening of the seventh seal, Rev.8:1, when there was
silence in heaven for the space of half an hour (a limited time). Why, we
ask, is there this great suspension of the praise and service of Heaven? In
the writer's understanding this synchronises with the time of Rev.19:5-9,
the glorious scene in heaven after the great tribulation and the judgment
of the great whore, corrupt Christendom. All heaven is seen to acquiesce
in this judgment with their "Amen" and "Hallelujah"
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expressed three times, "for true and righteous are His judgements." Then
when the false woman has met her righteous doom upon earth a glorious
proclamation is made in heaven which takes all heavenly beings by
surprise, and fills them with wonder and amazement. No wonder that
there is silence in heaven for the space of half an hour! for what is
proclaimed must take place ere He can come forth, all must be brought to
fruition concerning

THE MARRIAGE OF THE LAMB.
This is the proclamation that causes "silence in heaven," as the writer
understands it:

"And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of
many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunders, saying, Hallelujah: for the
Lord our God, the Almighty, reigneth. Let us rejoice and be exceeding glad,
and let us give the glory unto Him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and
His wife hath made herself ready. And it was given unto her that she should
array herself in fine linen, bright and pure: for the fine linen is the righteous
acts of the saints.

"And He saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they that are bidden to the
marriage supper of the Lamb. And He saith unto me, These are true words of
God" (Rev.19. 0-9).

So great and so wonderful is this proclamation, so surprisingly felt in that
celestial sphere, that the words are added, "These are true words of God."

It was necessary that this blessed union in marriage should take place,
and the celebration of it with the bidden ones ere the Bridegroom should
come forth with her at His glorious appearing, only in a different
character. That blissful time had come which had been the subject of
eternal counsel, when those whom Christ loved, and for whom He gave
Himself, should be manifestly united in this blissful, eternal relationship.
If the word "Bride "suggests youthful beauty and pristine state, then the
word "Wife "conveys the thought of a relationship, in this case, eternal.
The words "The Lamb" (wife of the Lamb) would ever remind her of the
great Sacrificial offering of Himself at Calvary. His wife has not only
made herself ready to be a companion for eternal relationship with Him
as the wife of the Lamb, but she has been adorned with an adorn-
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ment from Himself, arrayed in fine linen white and pure, for the fine
linen is the righteous acts of the saints. Not the robe of the righteousness
of God which is unto all, and upon all them that believe, but their deeds
of righteousness which have been done, not as before men, but as before
their Father which is in heaven. These have been made manifest and their
outstanding conspicuousness will then be displayed, and yet He gave the
grace and power to do them. How true are the words—

"The saints shall shine in glory,
As Christ shall them array."

How blessed to know that He has not only made us one with Himself,
but He is going to manifest that union to an astonished world, "when He
shall come to be glorified in His saints and to be marvelled at in all them
that believed!"

"Soon, soon shall come that glorious day,
When seated on Thy throne,

Thou wilt to wondering worlds display,
That Thou with us art one."

Going back a little in our thoughts, we are reminded that the sounding
of the seventh angel also coincides with what takes place just prior to His
glorious manifestation with His saints.

"And the seventh angel sounded, and there followed great voices in heaven,
and they said, The kingdom of the world is become the kingdom of our Lord,
and of His Christ: and He shall reign for ever and ever" (Rev.11:15).

The time of asking has come which is given in Ps.2.

"Ask of Me, and I will give Thee the nations for Thine inheritance, and the
uttermost parts of the earth for Thy possession."

The Son of Man receives these possessions and the kingdom and the glory
from His Father on the ground of redemption. Did He not purchase the
field for the sake of the treasure in it?

He receives these because of the mighty stoop He made in His humiliation
when He became the Son of Man and offered Himself a Ransom for all.
Well may we pray after this manner:—

"Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven....For
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen"
(Matt.6:10-13, A.V.).

J. DORRICOTT.

(To be continued, God willing.)
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THE REVELATION. REV.1:7-10.
(Continued from page 28.)

In Rev.1:6 we see the Apostle's heart stirred up and ascribing to the
Lord a suitable doxology. He is the One who loves us, and we love Him.
"To Him be the glory and the dominion for ever and ever," for He is
worthy. As this is the heart's outpouring of its own delight in the Lord
Jesus, so the next verse gives a warning testimony suited to the book.

"Behold, He cometh with the clouds; and every eye shall see Him,
and they which pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth shall mourn
over Him. Even so, Amen." This coming is clearly judicial and has
nothing to do with His coming for the Church; it is His coming in
judgment. Every eye shall see Him; and they who pierced Him are
singled out, for notwithstanding all that they (the Jews) have suffered in
their wanderings during the many centuries since He was pierced upon
the tree, they still have to answer for how they treated Him.

"l am the Alpha and the Omega, saith the Lord God, which is, and
which was, and which is to come, the Almighty." Here God is putting His
seal upon the book from the beginning, the book which makes known in
prophetic language His judgments upon all who reject His salvation
which has been wrought out by Christ alone upon the cross.

Then John describes himself in a manner adapted to the testimony he
is called to render.

"I John, your brother and partaker with you in the tribulation and
kingdom and patience which are in Jesus, was in the isle that is called
Patmos, for the word of God and the testimony of Jesus" (verse 9).

While there is ample use made of symbols in the book literal facts are
also clearly stated. The place to which he had been banished for the truth's
sake was a bare and sterile isle in the Aegean Sea upon which the Romans
used to keep convicts. The clay on which he saw the vision, the Lord's
day, is also clearly stated, as is his own condition, he says, "I was in the

Spirit."
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All this harmonises with what comes out later. The whole book has in
view saints in tribulation, their spiritual experience being in association
with the kingdom rather than with Christ's Body, the Church, and
involving suffering on account of "The word of God and the testimony of
Jesus." Particular care is taken to show this to us. John is seen here as a
prophet rather than as an apostle and he is given special communications
for saints at the end of this age, the time of the Great Tribulation.

He writes as one in fellowship with the martyrs of the Lord Jesus,
with whom testimony and suffering were linked, the kingdom being
reached through tribulation.

Being in Patmos, for the reason stated, he was favoured with far-
reaching revelations concerning the future. This is in harmony with the
principle that "whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have
abundance" (Matt.13:12).

Did any one ever find himself in a "Patmos" for the truth's sake
without learning something fresh from God? Surely it could not be!

In the prison Joseph became the revealer of secrets he had learned
from God. Moses when leading his father-in-law's flock to the back of the
wilderness came to Horeb, the mountain of God, and there he saw the
bush that burned with fire and yet was not consumed, and there he heard
the voice of God. David in his many sore afflictions develops into "The
sweet psalmist of Israel." Paul, from the prison writes of the Mystery of
the Church.. John's experience is similar, and those who suffer for
obedience to the truth, while having no fresh revelation such as John (the
Word of God now being complete), surely receive light and comfort from
Him which more than compensate for the sorrow entailed!

John was not merely in the normal Christian condition on this Lord's
day; he was carried out of himself by the power of the Spirit; his senses
were closed to the other things, and his spirit was awake to behold what
was presented to him and to hear the Voice that spake to him. He speaks
of himself again as
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being "in the Spirit," in Rev.4:2, at the opening of the Vision there.

"On the Lord's day" does not mean, as is supposed by some, the
prophetic "day of the LORD," for which a different phrase is used and
which could not apply at all to this first vision and what follows it. The
Lord's day is the day of Christian privilege on which, in the joy of His
resurrection, we look back upon His death, but this does not shut out the
looking forward to His coming again, as we read:—"Ye proclaim the
Lord's death till He come" (1 Cor.11:20). This is the right attitude for
Christians to be in, as expecting the coming of their Lord. It would seem
to me that this is the reason why John, being in this attitude, was caused
to hear the voice "behind" him, so that he had to turn to see who spake to
him. His attention is to be directed to the present state of the churches in
Asia and turned from the contemplation of the coming glory to that which
is.

It was significant that the voice was behind him seeing that prophecy
generally tends rather to the forward look. But before the Spirit launches
into the visions of the future there must be a retrospective glance.
Winnipeg. (To be continued.) F.J. SMALL.

"WHAT IS TRUTH?"

The perplexity of Pontius Pilate finds an echo in many hearts and
minds to-day. Honest enquirers can know satisfaction only in the
assurance that their hopes are based on truth, and especially in divine
things "The many voices in the world "make it difficult to discern what
the truth really is.

In some spheres of knowledge the truth can be ascertained by
investigation and research. Men have concentrated their intellectual
powers on searching out truths of natural science, and modern advances in
medical knowledge similarly illustrate human ability to find out the cause
and remedy of disease. Amazing strides have been made in such
directions, but the best informed must fully appreciate the limitations of

human knowledge.
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Mere human reasoning and research cannot, however, discover the
truth about God and His ways. In the realm of things divine we are
dependent on what it has pleased God to reveal. As Zophar put it, "Canst
thou by searching find out God? Canst thou find out the Almighty unto
perfection?" (Job 11:7). In the twenty-sixth chapter (Job 26) of that
wonderful book, Job speaks of created things in a way which shows
remarkable knowledge. In a day when it was commonly supposed that the
earth was fiat and rested upon tortoises, Job could anticipate the findings
of modern science by saying, "He stretcheth out the north over empty
space, And hangeth the earth upon nothing." For all his insight into
creation's wonders, Job had to conclude with the admission—"Lo, these
are but the outskirts of His ways: And how small a whisper do we hear of
Him! "

In creation the Almighty revealed His "everlasting power and
divinity." More fully the truth about God has been manifested by verbal
revelation to men, and the Scriptures claim to contain the whole of God's
revealed will. "The sum of Thy word is truth" declared the Psalmist, while
Daniel spoke of "The scripture of truth," and the Lord Jesus set His seal to
the fact as He breathed in prayer—"Thy word is truth." To those born
from above, and taught of the Holy Spirit, the Lord's words supply a full
answer to Pilate's question. Hence our desire as students of the Scriptures
to search out the inexhaustible truths of divine revelation.

In contrast to the truth of God's word, the lying character of Satan is
clearly depicted by the Lord in Jn 8:44. It has always been Satan's object
to persuade men "To exchange the truth of God for a lie" (Rom.1:25). In
Eden he first beguiled Eve in his craftiness. She knew the truth contained
in the command of the LORD, but deliberately exchanged this truth for the
devil's lie because she believed that the fruit would make her wise.

From Adam until Moses most of the human family rejected the
measure of truth revealed for their day. Rom.1:18-25
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contains a solemn indictment of that age, while the awful catastrophe of
the flood illustrates the general condition brought about by departure from
God.

Under the law Israel enjoyed a fuller knowledge of divine truth than had
been granted to earlier generations. The Jew had much advantage every
way, first of all because they were intrusted with the oracles of God. As
Rom.2:20 puts it, they had in the law "The form of knowledge and of the
truth." Despite greater privileges Satan successfully seduced Israel into
"exchanging the truth of God for a lie." The worship of a golden calf, only
a few months after deliverance from Egypt, proved typical of the
idolatrous inclinations of Israel from the days of the Judges until the
Babylonian captivity. Only by the sovereign mercy of Jehovah was a
purified remnant ultimately saved through the furnace of affliction, to
display again "a banner on behalf of the truth" in the place of God's
choice. While emphasising the general tendency of men to depart from the
truth, both in the "age of conscience" and under the law, the Scriptures are
primarily concerned with men and women of faith who valued what they
had learned by divine revelation. To quote only one example from a dark
page of Israel's history, Naboth refused on principle to sell his vineyard to
Ahab. Behind Naboth's refusal of the royal request lay his deep
appreciation of God's will regarding the inheritance of land in Israel (see
Lev.25:23). He could sell his vineyard only at the expense of the truth of
God, and he chose to risk losing his life rather than compromise (1
Kgs.21.). All who find honourable mention in the page of sacred
inspiration have in common a desire to know the will of God and to do it.
What shall we say of the outshining of truth with the advent of Immanuel?
"The law was given by Moses; grace and truth came by Jesus Christ,"
declares John in the first chapter of his Gospel. We have noticed the
intimate association of divine truth with the word of God spoken through
the prophets. When "The Word became flesh and dwelt amongst us "He
could say, "I am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life." The Lord
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Jesus was indeed the very personification of heavenly truth, expressing in
word and deed the will of God His Father (Jn 6:38). Yet the reaction of
Israel to this revelation was even more evil than that of their forefathers to
the manifestation of truth through Moses. The discussion between the
Lord and the Jews in Jn 8:31-47 sums up the national attitude of Israel to
their Messiah. The crux of the matter was that the Lord Jesus told them
the truth, backed by the testimony of the prophets from Moses until John
the Baptist, and by the evidence of mighty signs, but Satan led them to
reject the counsel of God. Intense hatred had its climax at Calvary, where
the truth of the Lord's words about the evil of man's heart and the love of
God was proved to the uttermost. Well did the Master say, "To this end
have I been born, and to this end am I come into the world, that I should
bear witness unto the truth" (Jn 18:37).

To His disciples the Lord revealed that "another Comforter "would be
granted after His ascension. One of the Paraclete's titles is "The Spirit of
Truth," and it is His delight to guide the seeking soul "into all the truth"
(Jn 16:13). After the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost multitudes
were saved and brought "To the knowledge of the truth" (see 1 Tim.2:4),
and such a manifestation of divine truth followed as had never been
experienced over the forty centuries of human history. From Jerusalem,
through Judaea and Samaria, the "word of the truth of the gospel "was
spread abroad with the view ultimately of reaching "The uttermost part of
the earth," as commanded by the One to whom all authority had been
given.

Let us note the insistence of the apostles on the divine origin of the
truth they proclaimed. Peter asserts, "We did not follow cunningly
devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and presence
of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty" (2
Pet.1:16, R.V. Margin). Paul declares, "As touching the gospel which was
preached by me, that it is not after man. For neither did I receive it from
man, nor was I taught it, but it came to me through revelation of Jesus
Christ" (Gal.1:11,12).
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The truth disclosed to the apostles by revelation from God still
obtains in our day. Jude refers to it as "The faith which was once for all
delivered unto the saints," and it is our responsibility to contend earnestly
for it. The majority of people are still deluded by Satan into "exchanging
the truth of God for a lie," with the sad results apparent in the world to-
day. Those together under the Lordship of Christ are described in 1
Tim.3:15, as "The pillar and ground of the truth." As churches of God,
fitly framed together and growing into a holy temple in the Lord, it is our
privilege to maintain and give expression to divine principles. Viewed in
this light, the greatness of our privileges is evident.

That the reception and maintenance of the truth of God may involve
suffering is clear from the Scriptures. Reference has been made to one
Old Testament saint who valued God's word more than his life, and also
to the Master's supreme example in suffering for the truth's sake. The
great conflict of sufferings endured by the apostle Paul in seeking to
advance the truth of God is described in 2 Cor.11. Some have fallen away
from the truth because of the difficulties involved, and the exhortation to
"buy the truth and sell it not "is pertinent to every dispensation.

We are warned that in the last days men will be "ever learning, and
never able to come to the knowledge of the truth" (2 Tim.3:7). It is a
solemn reflection that, after the Church has been taken from the world,
mankind will "reap the whirlwind "for the deception they have
deliberately chosen in preference to the will of God. We learn from 2
Thess.2:10-12 that "because they received not the love of the truth, that
they might be saved...God sendeth them a working of error, that they
should believe a lie: that they all might be judged who believed not the
truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness." It would seem from Rev.12:9
that the devil will then have been expelled from heaven, and will concen-
trate all his deceptive arts upon men, "knowing that his time
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is short." Truly, God is not mocked, and whatsoever men sow, that shall
they also reap!

Reviewing God's gracious manifestation of Himself towards us in
Christ, let us rejoice afresh in "The knowledge of the truth." Ours is a
goodly heritage, a legacy won only by the devoted labours and sufferings
of many godly brethren. These erring hearts of ours are still susceptible to
the wiles of the Adversary, who wishes above all to mar the House of
God, which is "The church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the
truth." Regular, devotional study of the Scriptures is our surest guarantee
against falling away from the faith, and the more deeply we appreciate its
value to God, the more fervently we shall endeavour to enlighten others
who are still seeking the truth amidst the maze of error in the world to-
day.

G. PRASHER, JUN.

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW.

"The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the
Son of Abraham" (Matt.1:1).

In these words may lie the key to all that follows in "the Gospel
according to Matthew."

Matthew is generally spoken of as "The Gospel of the kingdom,"
presenting the Lord Jesus as the King, and, because of this, is applicable
as such to Israel (or the more commonly used term, Jews), but since the
King has been rejected by the Jews, it is claimed this gospel will become
effective again when God renews His dealings with the Jews after the
present dispensation. In consequence, many are logical enough to state
that such truths contained in Matt.18:20, and Matt.28:19 do not apply to
the present dispensation.

This line of reasoning arises partly from the fact that only in this
Gospel is the term "Kingdom of heaven," mentioned, and as the term
"Kingdom of heaven" has somehow come to be understood by many as
being applicable to the Jew only, then the death of the King suspended its
application for the time being.
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It is not our purpose to try to explain the difference between the terms
"Kingdom of the heavens" (Newberry) and "Kingdom of God"; rather,
we desire to look at what Matthew says, trusting that, as helped by the
Spirit, our ideas may be consistent therewith.

Amid the endless discussions of this Gospel, Matt.13:52 comes often
to mind, where we have reference to the scribe, who, like the
householder, bringeth forth out of his treasure things new and old.

Shall we suggest then that the "old treasures" that have so often been
displayed are things that have to do with "Jesus Christ, the son of David,"
and if we are to see "new treasures" in this Gospel, they will be seen in
Him who is also "Son of Abraham"?

We cannot limit the truth of Matthew's Gospel to what applies to
Christ as Son of David, therefore, "born King of the Jews" (Matt.2:2).
Who was David? He was king over Israel, and a good king too, and in his
own generation he served the counsel of God (Acts 13:36). Who was
Abraham? He was the "friend of God" (Jas.2:23), and "heir of the world"
(Rom.4:13). David was king over one nation; Abraham was made a
"father of many nations."

Matt.1:1, might be looked at as two circles with a central point; the
smaller circle being seen in "The Son of David," the larger in "The Son of
Abraham "; the central point round which everything revolves, and from
which blessing shall radiate to the utmost bounds, being Christ Himself,
or as seen here in association with men, "Jesus" (Matt.1:21, and see
Ps.72.; Isa.11:1-10). "Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea
in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to
Jerusalem, saying, Where is He that is born King of the Jews? for we saw
His star in the east, and are come to worship Him" (Matt.2:1,2). Here we
have in miniature Isa.11:10.

We get no information as to who these wise men were save that they
came from the east (see 1 Kgs.4:30), but the very fact of their being
mentioned should lead us to understand that
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the birth of the "King of the Jews "had an interest for others outside the
Jews; and shall we suggest that if the general view of Matthew's gospel
were correct, this incident concerning the men from the east might be,
more correctly, found in Luke, while Luke's story of the shepherds should
be here.

"Now when He heard that John was delivered up, He withdrew into
Galilee; and leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in Capernaum, which
is by the sea, in the borders of Zebulun and Naphtali; that it might be
fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying,

"The land of Zebulun, and the land of Naphtali, Toward

the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, The

people which sat in darkness Saw a great light,
And to them which sat in the region and shadow of death, To them did
light spring up." From that time began Jesus to preach, and to say,
"Repent ye; for the kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Matt.4:12-17). Note
verse 17, "From that time...the kingdom of heaven is at hand." And if the
kingdom of heaven is not associated with the whole prophecy, that is, as
including those beyond Jordan, or the nations, where are we to draw the
line?

As we read the closing verses of Matt.4. it may be claimed by some
that in view of the Lord's words in Matt.10:5,6, all those He healed from
all Syria, and the multitudes that followed Him from Galilee, Decapolis,
Jerusalem, Judaea, and beyond Jordan, would be Jews, but Matt.8. is
definite as to blessing radiating from Him beyond the lost sheep of the
house of Israel; and the Lord's comment as He listened to the centurion
was, "Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in
Israel. And I say unto you, that many shall come from the east and the
west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the
kingdom of heaven: but the sons of the kingdom shall be cast forth into
the outer darkness" (Matt.8:10-12). Thus in chapter 8. the Lord Himself
stated plainly that others besides Jews, or Israel either, would have a place
in the kingdom of heaven.

(To be continued.)
Vancouver, B.C. JAMES BLAIR.
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW.

(Continued from page 54.)
Coming now to Matt.10 we suggest this is just what you might expect in
view of our previous remarks. As the Lord chose His disciples, and sent
them forth, their ministry was definitely associated with His being first
"Son of David "and is directly to "The lost sheep of the house of Israel,"
covering the time that reaches on to His coming as "Son of Man "; and
were this all that Matthew gives us, we could readily understand the
restrictive ideas that prevail as to the gospel of the kingdom in Matthew's
Gospel.

There is nothing here for the Gentile; Israel is in the place of
privilege. How did they treat it? Notice the solemn words of Matt.11:20,
"Then He began to upbraid the cities wherein most of His mighty works
were done, because they repented not." "He came unto His own, and they
that were His own received Him not" (Jn 1:11), and when we come to
Matt.12:14, we have a decided change in the aspect of things as they
"Took counsel against Him, how they might destroy Him. And Jesus
perceiving it withdrew from thence: and many followed Him; and He
healed them all, and charged them that they should not make Him known:
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying,

Behold, My Servant whom I have chosen;

My Beloved in whom My soul is well pleased:

I will put My Spirit upon Him,

And He shall declare judgement to the Gentiles.

He shall not strive, nor cry aloud;

Neither shall any one hear His voice in the streets.

A bruised reed shall He not break,

And smoking flax shall He not quench,

Till He send forth judgement unto victory.

And in His name shall the Gentiles hope "

(Matt.12:14-21).

We notice that while in Matt.10 the ministry is directed only toward
Israel, here it is just as exclusively toward the Gentiles (or nations), while
further on in this chapter He makes
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mention of the sign of Jonah, which in itself is suggestive, for Jonah was
not sent to the people of Israel, but to Gentile Nineveh.

This to a certain extent helps to explain why He did not want to be
made known publicly at that time, for, just as "Jonah was three days and
three nights in the belly of the whale "before his message was made
publicly known in Nineveh, "so shall the Son of Man be three days and
three nights in the heart of the earth "before He is publicly made known to
"all the world," the nations, as in Matt.28:19.

Jesus Christ, as seen in Matthew's Gospel, is "Son of David "and "Son
of Abraham"; these terms encircle two distinctly different truths, the latter
term shewing Him as the One through whom "all the nations of the earth
shall be blessed." This also explains why the appeal of the woman of
Canaan was ignored by the Lord at first when she cried unto Him saying,
"Have mercy on me, O Lord, Thou Son of David." But He answered her
not a word. She had no claim on Him as "Son of David "; as such He
could only say, "I was not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of
Israel," but, taking her place as the Lord pointed it out to her, then He
could dispense blessing to her because of His being, not "Son of David,"
as far as she was concerned, but "Son of Abraham" (Matt.15:22-28). In
Matt.11 the three cities which He upbraided were representative of the
nation as a whole. In Matt.12 the Lord's ministry reaches out to the second
or wider circle in keeping with 1sa.49:6; Acts 13:46,47. For in the ministry
of the Lord Himself is seen the principle that later governed His faithful
imitator, Paul—" To the Jew first, and also to the Greek."

Matt.13 is suggestive of the further development of His ministry, "On
that day went Jesus out of the house, and sat by the sea side. And there
were gathered unto Him great multitudes" (Matt.13:1,2). Rejection by the
house of Israel by no means ended the ministry of the blessed Son of God.

In

1943-56



this chapter we have the seven parables that were intended to instruct us
in the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, yet in spite of the fact that the
Lord Himself interprets the "field "in these parables as being the "world, "
many seem foolish enough to think and say otherwise, but we suggest that
"Every scribe who hath been made a disciple to the kingdom of heaven
"will accept the Lord's interpretation, learning in these parables something
of the purposes of God, not as limited to Israel, but as reaching out to all
mankind.

It is remarkable that the aged Simeon, who was certainly in the mind of
God, makes mention of the wider circle first as he held the Child Jesus in
his arms, and blessing God, said— "Now lettest Thou Thy servant depart,
O Lord, According to Thy word, in peace; For mine eyes have seen Thy
Salvation, Which Thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples; A
Light for revelation to the Gentiles, And the glory of Thy people Israel"
(Lk.2:28-32). After speaking the parables the Lord Jesus said to the
disciples "Have ye understood all these things? They say unto Him, Yea"
(Matt.13:51). But how little they understood these things is manifest in the
incident of the woman of Canaan in Matt.15, already mentioned! They
"came and besought Him saying, Send her away; for she crieth after us."
All His actions throughout this incident were calculated to teach both the
disciples and the woman a precious truth, which they little understood, if
at all.

In Matt.16 we have the incident that took place at Caesarea Philippi,
about forty miles from the ancient city of Damascus. If you take a map of
Palestine in the time of our Lord, and notice where He is when He meets
the woman of Canaan, in the coasts of Tyre and Sidon, far to the north of
Jerusalem, and now in Caesarea Philippi also far to the north, you might
well ask, Why is He away up there? We suggest this question to any who
see nothing beyond the Jew in Matthew's Gospel. However, it is there, far
removed from Jerusalem, the Lord asked His disciples,
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"Who do men say that the Son of Man is?" (verse 13). "And they said,
Some say John the Baptist; some, Elijah: and others, Jeremiah, or one of
the prophets. He saith unto them. But who say ye that I am? And Simon
Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God"
(Matt.16:14-16). How it must have stirred the heart of the Lord as Peter
boldly answered His question thus! Whence came Peter's information?
"And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-
Jonah: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but My Father
which is in heaven. And I also say unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon
this rock I will build My Church; and the gates of Hades shall not prevail
against it. I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and
whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Then
charged He the disciples that they should tell no man that He was the
Christ" (Matt.16:14-20).

Much has been written concerning this portion. Much controversy has
centred round it, and we would like to look at it in its setting. We
mentioned two circles earlier in our writing, may we suggest there is a
third circle here? The Lord speaks of it as "My Church," against which
the gates of Hades shall not prevail. We believe that it is what is spoken
of as "The Church, which is His Body" (Eph.1:22), of which He Himself
is the Saviour (in the sense of Preserver) (Eph.5:23). This third circle is
specially associated with Him, as "The Son of the living God."

This circle is neither Jew exclusively, nor Gentile exclusively, but is
composed of both (see 1 Cor.12:13; Eph.2:15). And since truth in relation
to this circle concerns us of the present dispensation directly, we may be
pardoned if we give it a little attention.

There is an interesting statement in Gen.5:2,—"Male and female
created He them; and blessed them, and called their name Adam, in the

day when they were created." A little
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understanding of this rarely noticed statement would go a long way to
helping to an understanding of 1 Cor.12:12,13, and Gal.3:16-29. "The
Christ, the Son of the living God," of Matt.16. is none other than "The
Seed of the woman" of Gen.3. We have another reference to Him as the
Seed in Gen.22:17,18, "And thy Seed shall possess the gate of His
enemies; and in thy Seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed." The
word "Seed" in these two verses is singular, if you notice in Newberry,
and apart from Newberry Gal.3:16 tells us, "He saith not, And to seeds, as
of many; but as of one, And to thy Seed, which is Christ." Notice too how
Gal.3 ends, "And if ye are Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, heirs
according to promise" (Gal.3:29).
(To be continued.)
Vancouver, B.C. JAMES BLAIR.

THE REVELATION. REV.1:11-17.
(Continued from page 47.)

" A great voice, as of a trumpet" (verse 10) would also indicate that
matters of great importance had to be communicated, in which all the
churches should be interested.

In these preliminary chapters the Lord is seen as Son of Man judging
in the midst of the golden lampstands. How fitting it was that Christ
should be presented to John in Manhood, yet in power and majesty!

Those lampstands represent the seven churches (verse 20), and thus is
indicated the responsibility of the churches to exhibit the light of the Spirit
during the night of the Lord's absence.

How new to John this great voice as of a trumpet! How different from
the Good Shepherd's voice, which he and other sheep of the little flock
had so often heard! In Ex.19:19 we see how the voice of the trumpet
waxing louder and louder imperatively summoned attention, and so it will
for another end in a future day (Isa.27:13; Matt.24:31). The reference to
the golden lampstand of the sanctuary is evident. Its six
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branches were beaten from the central stem, and the lampstand is a
symbol of a church of God. The lamps of the lampstand were to give light
in the sanctuary. Here the Lord is seen in the midst, judging as Son over
God's house, and the vision is not mainly of the lampstands—the churches
-but rather is of Him from whom they derive their importance, so John
saw "One like unto the Son of Man (R.V.M.), clothed with a garment
down to the foot, and girt about at the breasts with a golden girdle." The
attire is that of a priest, but He is not seen as interceding. That which
follows shows Him in the character of Judge, as seen in the messages sent
to the church in Thyatira and the church in Sardis.

"His head and His hair were white as white wool, white as snow."
This marks Him as like unto the Ancient of Days (Dan.7:9). "His eyes
were as a flame of fire," with the same absolute holiness, searching all
things, "and His feet like unto burnished brass, as if it had been refined in
a furnace," judgment following as inexorable against evil, "and His voice
as the voice of many waters," the sound of the mighty ocean which
reduces man so easily to his native littleness and impotence.

This is He who in grace became Son of Man, but whose holiness is as
unchanging as His love is perfect. In the days of His flesh He testified,
"The Father...hath given all judgement unto the Son," and also "He gave
Him authority to execute judgement, because He is the Son of Man" (Jn
5:22, 27). He is the Judge of all men, and His glorious uprising, in a short
time, will bring summer to the earth. "He had in His right hand seven
stars: and out of His mouth proceeded a sharp two-edged sword: and His
countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength."

Scripture, when urging upon us our responsibility, constantly carries
us on to the day of His appearing, when the result of our conduct will be
manifested. A wide distinction is recognised in Scripture between this and
His coming to receive us unto Himself, with which nothing but grace is
associated. This is the time when we receive the fruit of His work; and it
is beautiful
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to see, and comforting to realise, that first of all His heart must have its
way, and the sufficiency of His crosswork be shown to set the believer in
full, unchallengeable possession of eternal blessedness, before ever a note
of judgment is sounded. This is plain from what the resurrection of the
saints is said to be in 1 Cor.15:42-44: "It is sown, in corruption; it is raised
in incorruption: it is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown in
weakness: it is raised in power." Of those who are alive "in Christ," when
He comes to the air, the word tells us that they shall all be changed (1
Cor.15:51),and "shall together with them (the resurrected saints) be caught
up in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with
the Lord" (1 Thess.4.17). Thus the incorruption, glory and power shall be
known by the resurrected saint, and the immortality of 1 Cor.15:53 shall
be known by the living saint before they are manifested at the judgment-
seat.

Coming back to the Revelation, we observe that the One John saw
was "like unto the Son of Man." Christ was truly the Son of Man, but here
as everywhere we must adhere to Scripture. The Man John sees is a
Divine Person, the eternal Son of God Himself.

Morally speaking the Lord Jesus must execute judgment, and John
does not lose sight of His Divine glory even where the subject is not
grace, but judgment, with the kingdom to follow anticipated.

When John saw Him "he fell at His feet as one dead." Then having
laid His hand upon John, He said, "Fear not;' I am the First and the Last."
These are no similitudes of mere man, but truly applied to the Lord in His
Deity and glorified Humanity. Such terms alone become One who is
Divine. He who is the First necessarily is God, and He also must
necessarily be the Last. The Lord Jesus declared that He was all this, and
further, that He was, "The Living One." Then He continued, "And I was
(became, R.V.M.) dead." He deigned not only to become Man, but was
just as ready to die, cost what it may, knowing that His atoning death
would do what God required to
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blot out the evil and prepare for all blessing. So when He says, "I became
dead "it implied His willingness to die. He became what did not belong to
Him personally, and what is extraordinarily incongruous of the glorious
Person described. Is this not conveyed in the peculiarity of the phrase
employed, the Holy Spirit being so careful to guard the dignity of Christ,
even in that which proclaimed the depths of His humiliation?

The Lord further adds, "And behold, I am alive for evermore (unto the
ages of the ages. R.V.M.)." He is the Vanquisher of death and of him who
had the power of death.

Winnipeg. F.J. SMALL.
[To be continued.)

OPENED EYES.

Although, as the Lord Jesus Himself said, the devil "was a murderer
from the beginning and stood not in the truth, because there is no truth in
him," there can be no question that he told the truth in some measure in
his early attack upon Eve, when he said,—" God doth know that in the day
ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as God,
knowing good and evil." Thus Gen.3:7 informs us that, having eaten, "The
eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked." It
could not have been otherwise, for the tree of which they had partaken
was "The tree of the knowledge of good and evil." But alas! at what an
enormous price had this knowledge been acquired! When the devil
speaketh a lie he speaketh of his own, and is he not most to be feared
when, as in Eve's case, he combines the truth of God with his own lie?
God's truth declared, "In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely
die." Satan's lie stated, "Ye shall not surely die." Their eyes were opened
sure enough, but God's command had been disobeyed; fellowship with
Him had been forfeited; their sin had brought death!

In contrast to this sad scene, which had such lamentable, far-reaching
consequences, think of the prayer of the writer of Ps.119. as expressed in
Ps.119:18,—"Open Thou mine eyes,
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that I may behold wondrous things out of Thy law." Here is something we
all may earnestly desire; something which, instead of bringing death and
entailing the forfeiture of fellowship with God, will rather conduce to a
fuller measure of that fellowship, and will increase the enjoyment of that
more abundant life which the Lord Jesus came to secure for His sheep (Jn
10:10).

When Abraham sent Hagar away with young Ishmael, he had given
her a bottle of water. That water was soon used up and, in the wilderness
of Beer-sheba, she feared her boy would die of thirst. So she cast him
down under one of the shrubs and "went and sat down over against him a
good way off, as it were a bowshot: for she said, Let me not look upon the
death of the child" (Gen.21:14-10). Had she quite forgotten her former
experience at Beer-lahai-roi? (Gen.16:11-13). Then it was that the angel of
the LORD announced by what name her son was to be called, and told her
that "he shall be as a wild-ass among men; his hand shall be against every
man, and every man's hand against him, for he shall dwell in the presence
of all his brethren." All this ensured a future for Ishmael as a man, and
necessitated that he should not die as a lad. So an active remembrance of
these predictions, combined with confidence in the One who had heard her
former affliction, of which the very name Ishmael was a reminder, would
have saved her needless fears. It is recorded of her that, having sat over
against, him, "she lift up her voice and wept." Does it not seem significant
that twice we are told that it was "The voice of the lad "God heard? The
angel of God called to her out of heaven, saying, "What aileth thee,
Hagar? fear not; for God hath heard the voice of the lad where he is. Arise,
lift up the lad, and hold him in thine hand; for I will make him a great
nation." Then "God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water; and she
went, and filled the bottle with water, and gave the lad drink" (Gen.21:19).
God's resources are never at a loss for the fulfilment of His purposes, but
our eyes may be blinded by the fears of unbelief so that we cannot see

them, nor in consequence avail
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ourselves of them, until in mercy and grace He opens our eyes. Rightly has
it been written,—

"Looking off unto Jesus, my eyes cannot see

The troubles and dangers that throng around me;

They cannot be blinded with sorrowful tears,

They cannot be shadowed with unbelief fears."

The history of Balaam, the son of Beor, provides some interesting
references to the opening of his eyes. It is not only sorrow or unbelief that
may blind the eyes; covetousness may do it; and so blinded was Balaam
by it that his "madness" was not stayed until he had smitten his ass thrice,
when she had endeavoured to save him from falling a victim to the sword
of the angel of the LORD, and the LORD had opened the mouth of the ass to
rebuke him "for his own transgression." In his blind anger he would have
slain her, but "The LORD opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel
of the LORD standing in the way, with his sword drawn in his hand"
(Num.22:31). He was told that unless the ass had turned aside when she
saw the angel he would have been slain, and the ass saved alive.
Notwithstanding the clear statement made to him that his way was
perverse, so much so that the angel had come forth as an adversary against
him, the lust for riches so filled his heart that, though he did confess that
he had sinned, yet he did not say "As my way is perverse before thee and
displeases thee, therefore will I return home," but said, "I knew not that
thou stoodest in the way against me: now therefore, IF IT DISPLEASE THEE |
will get me back again." Permission was given him to go forward, but the
stipulation was made that only the word God put into his mouth was to be
spoken. It was in his heart to curse Israel for the sake of the reward Balak
had promised, but, as Moses later told the children of Israel, "God would
not hearken unto Balaam; but the LORD thy God turned the curse into a
blessing" (Deut.23:5).

J.P. A. TAYLOR.

(To be continued.)
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THE HOUSE OF GOD.

We desire in this article to show what the Scriptures set forth on the
subject of God's temple, especially as to whether God does really dwell in
a temple on the earth, or whether the heavenly temple alone is His place
of dwelling?

It is our wish also to note the futility of any mere profession which is
not accompanied with godliness of living, in agreement with that holiness
which becometh the house of the LORD for evermore (Ps.93:5).

To begin with let us be very definite on the truth that God has a
house, or temple, in heaven. Solomon, in his dedicatory prayer, says,
"When Thy people shall pray toward this place: yea, hear Thou in heaven
Thy dwelling place; and when Thou hearest, forgive" (1 Kgs.8:30). Here
it is clear that while Solomon had built God a house in Jerusalem yet at
the same time God had a dwelling in heaven.

This dual thought in connection with God's dwelling must not blind
us to the fact that at no time has God recognised two dwellings on the
earth at one time. He has a dwelling in heaven, "The true tabernacle,
which the Lord pitched, not man" (Heb.8:2; see also Rev.11:19), and He
may have a dwelling upon the earth at the same period, but never has He
had two dwelling places on the earth at once.

The tabernacle in the wilderness and at Shiloh, the temple built by
Solomon, and that built by Zerubbabel give proof of this. In each of those
periods there was not another earthly dwelling.

Though the heaven of heavens cannot contain God, yet in very deed
He is pleased to dwell on the earth, and take up His abode in a structure
reared by the hands of persons whose hearts have been stirred by the
Spirit of God, and instructed by His word.

When we consider the immeasurable majesty of Jehovah we must
surely concede that it is only a matter of degree between the wonder of
His dwelling on earth, and that of His dwelling
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in the heaven, since the heaven of heavens cannot contain Him (1
Kgs.8:27). "I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a
contrite and humble spirit."

Bayith, house, and hekel, palace or temple, are two words used in the
Old Testament for God's dwelling on the earth. Hekel, is used for all the
buildings—those raised by Moses, by Solomon, and by the Remnant. The
tabernacle in the wilderness, though so very small, was a palace for the
God of heaven equally with the grand structure built by Solomon.
Remnant builders for God to-day may take courage and build, laying to
heart the message through the prophet: "Be strong, all ye people of the
land, saith the LORD, and work: for I am with you, saith the LORD of
hosts." "Build the house, and I will take pleasure in it, and 1 will be
glorified" (Hag.2:4; 1:8).

Mishkan, dwelling, and ohel, tent, may also be studied with profit in
the subject before us. Mishkan is used very often to describe God's desert
dwelling, and it contrasts with ohel, tent, in this way, that whilst the
former denotes the actual dwelling, the shrine of God, the latter is more
associated with the place of meeting for men. Mishkan points to the place
where God actually dwelt—"The God of Israel, whose habitation
(mishkan) is in Jerusalem" (Ezra 7:15: sec also Ps.132:5).

We come now to the New Testament, and here we find the same
precious truths. Hieron, temple, was the part which men frequented, the
meeting place: "And all the people came early in the morning to Him in
the temple (hieron), to hear Him" (Lk.21:38). This was the place where
the people congregated. Naos, a dwelling place, an inner sanctuary, is the
place where God's presence was, His shrine.

In this shrine were the table which speaks of fellowship; the
lampstand which speaks of testimony; the altar which speaks of worship;
and behind the veil was the ark with its mercy-seat and cherubim. The
high priest's annual visit here with blood of the slain victim speaks of
Christ who "Through His own blood, entered in once for all into the holy
place, having obtained eternal redemption" (Heb.9:12).
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This Hebrew epistle presents an exalted Christ whose Person and
work invite a holy priesthood within the heavenly sanctuary to worship
God. Through Him we can enter there in spirit, though our bodies remain
down here on earth.

Do these facts annul the truth of God's dwelling on the earth in our
day? We believe, certainly not! Does the fact of the king's speaking from
the throne to the legislative assembly deny that he has a house in
Northern Britain? Surely not! The heavenly sanctuary is our place of
worship, yet at the same time the God of the heavenly sanctuary desires
to have a place wherein to dwell on earth among men.

Then who or what are the temple or house of God in this
dispensation? 1 Cor.6:19 shows us that the body of every believer is a
temple of the Holy Spirit. Yet God does not use the term house in this
connection. One believer could not form God's house. We are taken a step
forward in 1 Cor.3:16, where referring to the church of God in that city
the Holy Spirit says: "Know ye not that ye are a temple of God, and that
the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? (Literally, "Ye are temple of God," for,
as we shall see, this church was but a part of the temple). Then in 2
Cor.6:16 the assembly is spoken of thus—"Ye are temple of the living
God."

The larger or complete thing is referred to in Eph.2:21, 22: "In whom
each several building, fitly framed together, groweth into a holy temple in
the Lord; in whom ye also are builded together for a habitation of God in
the Spirit." The buildings here are the churches of God throughout
different parts of the world, which, far from being independent, isolated
units, were so linked together that they formed one great structure,
namely, the temple or house of God. "A spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood," is how Peter speaks of the gathered saints in the churches
throughout the five provinces (1 Pet.2:5).

Heb.3:6 shows the conditional side: "Whose house are we if we hold
fast our boldness and the glorying of our hope firm unto the end." In
apostolic times there was a concrete
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thing on the earth—the churches of God so united into one that they
formed a habitation for God in the Spirit. To be in and of this involved
obedience to the truth, to the faith (1 Pet.1:2, 22; Acts 6:7); and when
there was a letting go of the truth, a departure from God and His word,
whether manifested doctrinally or morally, the position in the house was
forfeited (see 1 Cor.5:1-5, 13; 1 Tim.1:19, 20).

Nor could we rest upon our oars and say: "The temple of the LORD,
the temple of the LORD, are these," if all the time the statutes and the
judgments of the LORD were despised, and trust put in lying words that
cannot profit (Jer.7:1-15). There is an ever present need, and we require
instruction as to how to behave ourselves "in the house of God, which is
the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth" (1
Tim.3:15).

In some parts of Scotland there is a custom followed up from time to
time, known as the riding of the marches, when certain boundaries are
marched round, and thereby, so to speak, those demarcation lines are
freshened and revived. Perhaps what we are doing in this article may be
compared to this. We do well to ride the marches in the truth of God.

G. PRASHER.

OPENED EYES.
(Continued from page 64).

In Num.24 Balaam is twice described as "The man whose eye was
closed” (Num.24:3,15), yet there is abundant evidence to the fact that,
whilst he was undoubtedly blinded to his own best interests, he was at the
same time wonderfully enlightened in regard to the glorious future of
Israel, and even as to the Messiah Himself. The marginal reading of the
above verses, describing him as "The man whose eye is opened, " fits well
with the context in both passages. Num.24:4 speaks of him as he "which
seeth the vision of the Almighty, Falling down and having his eyes open, "
and Num.24:16 bears the same testimony, whilst Num.24:17,19 say,—
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" I see Him, but not now: I behold Him, but not nigh:
There shall come forth a Star out of Jacob, And a
sceptre shall rise out of Israel."
" And out of Jacob shall One have dominion."

Alas! alas! that one so enlightened, and who could pray "Let me die the
death of the righteous, And let my last end be like his!" (Num.23:10)
should be so little affected by all the words that the LORD put in his
mouth, and by the fact that the Spirit of God had come upon him
(Num.24:2), that he turned not aside from his perverse way. How much he
"loved the hire of wrong-doing" (2 Pet.2:13) is further shewn in that,
having failed to turn God from His people, he became the devil's willing
and all-too-successful instrument in turning away the people from God.
He "Taught Balak to cast a stumbling block before the children of Israel"
(Rev.2:14) with sad and calamitous results. The anger of the LORD was
kindled against Israel and twenty four thousand perished in the plague
(Num.25:9). Balaam, alas! is not the only one who has desired to die the
death of the righteous, but has not seen to it that he lived the life of the
righteous. His death is recorded in Josh.13:22, his days on earth being
ended amongst the enemies of the people of God. "Balaam also the son of
Beor, the soothsayer, did the children of Israel slay with the sword among
the rest of their slain." "Take heed," said the Lord Jesus, "and keep
yourselves from all covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the
abundance of the things which he possesseth" (Lk.12:15), and then He
told the parable of the prosperous, rich man who purposed to pull down
his barns and build greater ones, where to bestow all his fruits and goods.
Thereafter he intended saying to his soul, "Soul, thou hast much goods
laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, be merry. But God said
unto him, Thou foolish one, this night is thy soul required of thee: and the
things which thou hast prepared, whose shall they be? So is he that layeth
up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God"
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(Lk.12:15-21). "They that desire to be rich fall into a temptation and a
snare and many foolish and hurtful lusts, such as drown men in
destruction and perdition. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of
evil: which some reaching after have been led astray from the faith, and
have pierced themselves through with many sorrows" (1 Tim.6:9,10).
J.P. A. TAYLOR.
(To be continued.)

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW.
(Continued from page 52.)

There are two Adams in God's word. The name Adam in Gen.5. included
both Adam and Eve—" He called their name Adam." In a sense Adam, as
placed in the garden over God's creation, filled a place akin to the place
given to the last Adam, as seen in Eph.1.-20, 21, and while he was alone
at first, by and by Eve appears on the scene as his associate, and what was
she? "And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he
slept; and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof:
and the rib, which the LORD God had taken from, the man, made (builded)
He a woman, and brought her unto the man. And the man said, This is
now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman,
because she was taken out of Man" (Gen.2:21-23). Though to begin with
Eve is not seen, yet God saw her in Adam in the day He created them. The
same is true of "The last Adam," "The second Man, the Lord from
heaven." This helps to explain what is difficult for us to understand in
Eph.1:4,—" Even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the
world." He is God's chosen Man to be over "The world to come, whereof
we speak" (Heb.2:5). Away back in those dateless periods, God saw us in
Christ, just as He saw Eve in Adam. Adam, however, is not the New
Man's name, it is Christ, and what we have just said, does it not help us
better to understand 1 Cor.12:12,13? "For as the body is one, and hath
many members, and all the members of the body, being many,
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are one body; so also is (the) Christ. For in one Spirit were we all
baptized into one Body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether bond or free;
and were all made to drink of one Spirit." It is plain that here, Christ, or
the Christ, includes both Christ and those who are in His Body, the
Church. In Gen.5:2 God "called their name Adam." Here in 1 Cor.12. the
Spirit of God calls their name "Christ."

In different language, but in more detail, we have this wondrous thing
unfolded to us in Ephesians. Eph.1 closes with the wondrous unfolding
that God hath "raised Him from the dead, and made Him to sit at His right
hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule, and authority, and power,
and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but
also in that which is to come: and He put all things in subjection under
His feet, and gave Him to be Head over all things to the Church, which is
His Body, the fulness (completion, or complement, as Eve was of Adam)
of Him that filleth all in all." Thus, meanwhile, He is creating in Himself
one new man. Eternal glory shall be God's portion "in the Church and in
Christ Jesus unto all generations for ever and-ever Amen" (Eph.3:21).

"We are members of His Body." Truly "This mystery is great; but I
speak in regard of Christ and of the Church" (Eph.5:30-32).

Thus in Matt.16 on Peter's confession of Him as the Christ the Son of
the living God, He made known that He was going to build a church. "My
Church" He called it, yet at that time they had little idea what He meant.
Exception is taken by some to the term "The Church, which is His Body,"
being used in relation to the Church of Matt.16, simply because the Lord
did not use the term, but we ask, If it is not the Church, which is His
Body, what church is it?

What then had He in mind may we ask? We suggest that the incident
which gives us the first occurrence of the word "builded" will help us to

know what was in His mind, and what

1943-71



more appropriate language could He use when speaking of what we with
fuller revelation speak of as "The Church which is His Body," than "My
Church." He was speaking of what was His very own, as Adam did of the
woman builded out of his own rib. We grant willingly that Matthew's
Gospel is the Gospel of the Kingdom, but is that applicable only to the
Jews? We admit that it begins with the Jew, on the principle of "To the
Jew first," but the Greek or Gentile also comes in, as witness Matt.12:16-
21, for He is the Son of Abraham, through whom blessing would come
unto the Gentiles (Gal.3:14). Then, further, as "The Christ, the Son of the
living God," the Church is so closely associated with Him that together
they are spoken of as "the Christ." Most of what has been said in
connection with Matt.16 is really a digression from what was directly
before our mind, but we trust, it may be of help in regard to this precious
subject—"My Church," and at the same time may it raise the question in
many minds, as to why the Church is spoken of in Matthew's Gospel, if,
as some assert, it is only for the Jews.

Will you look closely at Matt.16:18,19, "And I also say unto thee, that
thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build My Church; and the gates of
Hades shall not prevail against it. I will give unto thee the keys of the
kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed
in heaven? " (To be continued.)

Vancouver, B.C. JAMES BLAIR.

THE REVELATION. REV.1:17 TOREV .2:7.
(Continued from page 62.)
It is important to observe that in God's Word each book has a distinctive
line of truth, as for instance, the first epistle to the Corinthians which is
particularly the book of church order and discipline. In the main the
Revelation is the book of Divine judgment. The simplest view of the
vision before us agrees with this, and it will become more manifest the

deeper we look.
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The vision of glory overpowers the apostle, and having fallen down
he says,—"And He laid His right hand upon me, saying, Fear not; I am
the First and the Last, and the Living One." Here again Divine and human
characters are mingled. The First is the cause of all; the Last the end of
all. "All things have been created through Him, and unto Him" (Col.1:16).
What expression of His Deity could be clearer and fuller than these
words? Then the Living One is necessarily the Source of life,—living and
life-giving. But this Living One had died. He had gone into death to
become death's Conqueror, and He is now alive for evermore, and has the
keys of death and of Hades; that is, of that which holds the body and of
that which holds the soul of the dead not in Christ.

He then, who has been in death for us, has turned its awful shadow
into morning, not indeed to bring back out of its grasp the old creation,
but to open for us the door into the infinitely greater blessing of the new
creation. The gates of strength have yielded to our Samson, and out of the
eater comes forth meat, out of the strong, sweetness. How beyond
measure is the love of this One who being the Living One yet has gone
into death for us! How rich we become through His voluntary poverty! He
it is of whom it is written, "He that descended is the same also that
ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things"
(Eph.4:10).

Having spoken thus of Himself He says to John,—"Write therefore
the things which thou sawest, and the things which are, and the things
which shall come to pass hereafter; the mystery of the seven stars which
thou sawest in My right hand, and the seven golden lampstands. The
seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven lampstands

are seven churches."

These words give us the divisions of the book. "The things which
thou sawest" refer to that which he had just seen; "The things which are"
must needs apply to the seven assemblies and their state, whilst "The
things which shall come to pass hereafter" refer to what is unfolded from
Rev.4.,where John
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sees a door opened in heaven, and hears a voice saying, "Come up hither,
and I will shew thee the things which must come to pass hereafter" (verse
1).

There is a constant, emphatic appeal to our attention in each of the
addresses to the churches. "He that hath an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit saith to the churches" was not written just for those of that particular
place and time. The number seven is a characteristic of this book, as it is
significant of completeness. The phrase "The seven Spirits" speaks of the
perfect, complete energy of the One Spirit. What then follows those
appeals to hear what the Spirit saith to the churches? Briefly,— a scene in
heaven, and a redemption song before the throne; a Lamb slain, who
unseals the seven-sealed book: churches no more on earth, but once more
Jews and Gentiles; and out of these a multitude who come out of the great
tribulation. After the marriage of the Lamb has taken place in heaven its
gates unclose and the white-horsed Rider and His armies come out for the
judgment of the earth.

How often we make mistakes as to the relative value of things! God
seeth not as man seeth, and the common view which appropriates seal
after seal to the succession of Roman emperors; trumpet after trumpet to
the inroads of Goths and Vandals; vial after vial to the French revolution
and Napoleonic wars, has surely missed His estimate of importance.

It is not in any wise as being the Metropolitan church of Asia that we
find Ephesus addressed first. Such a thought, however commonly held,
has no countenance from the Word. The churches of God are local
gatherings of so many disciples of the Lord Jesus as find themselves, in
the will of God, actually together. Each of these companies, according to
Scripture, is the church in that place, as the true text reads invariably in
chapters 2. and 3. This expanded would be, as in the epistle to the

Corinthians, "The Church of God" in such and such a place.
Winnipeg. F.J. SMALL.
(To be continued.)
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THE WONDERFUL BOOK.

Many attempts have been made to get rid of this wonderful book; no
other book has been so heavily or so variously attacked. In spite of all
these attacks the Bible to-day has a wider circulation and is translated into
more languages than any other book in the whole world. These facts in
themselves indicate that there is behind the Bible some mighty power. It
claims, as no other book claims, to be, in the original, the Word of God,
and the candid mind will surely be impressed with the fact that the power
behind the book is the power of God.

Open opposition has been tried in the destruction of copies of the
book, which were burned in large numbers; and in the persecution of
those who read it, very many of whom were put to death. These efforts
failed; the fiercer the persecution, the greater the circulation became.

Infidelity has tried its hand, and men like Strauss, Renan, Voltaire and
Paine have sought to reason and ridicule the book out of existence.
Voltaire is reported to have said that one hundred years after his day the
Bible would be a discredited book, and Christianity an exploded theory.
Since his death his printing press has been, used to print copies of this
very book, and the house in which he lived has been stacked with Bibles
by the Geneva Bible Society.

Scientists, modernist clergy and others have done their utmost to
undermine faith in the Scriptures as the Word of God, but in spite of all
attacks, how true are the words of Whitaker:

"Stedfast, serene, unmovable, the same

Year after year....

Burns on for evermore that quenchless flame;

Shines on that inextinguishable light."

Ample proof of Divine origin is to be found in the book itself.
Various lines might be taken to prove this; for instance, the wonderful
accuracy of the earliest writings when touching scientific truths, while
other literature of the same period contains glaring and ridiculous errors;
or the loftiness and
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beauty of its moral teaching, and the marvellous transformation in the
lives of those who followed it, might both be pursued. In the mind of the
writer, however, the evidence of fulfilled prophecy is irrefutable.

In the present article attention is drawn to some remarkable
prophecies concerning the birth, life, death and resurrection of the Lord
Jesus Christ, which to any open mind contain ample proof that the
Scriptures are God-breathed.

The first promise of a Saviour was given by God in speaking to the
Devil after he had succeeded in accomplishing the fall of man in Eden.
This promise concerning the seed of the woman, of whom God said, "It
shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise His heel" (Gen.3:15), is a
reference to the mighty victory gained at the cross by Christ. There is also
here a veiled allusion to

THE VIRGIN BIRTH OF THE LORD JESUS.

This is plainly foretold in the words of Isa.7:14. "Behold, a virgin
shall conceive, and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel" (God
is with us).

From then onwards the Old Testament Scriptures abound with
prophecies regarding the Coming One, and detail after detail is given as
to His Person, character and work.

THE FAMILY.

In Gen.22:18 Abraham is promised that the Messiah shall be his seed. He
is not to come through Ishmael or Esau, but through Isaac and Jacob
(Gen.26:4; Gen.28:14). Jeremiah makes known by the Spirit of God that
He shall also be of the royal line of David, the rightful Heir to the throne
(Jer.33:15-17).

PLACE OF BIRTH.

Micah, some 700 years B.C., foretells that Christ is to be born in
Bethlehem (Mic.5:2). This was well known to the leaders of the Jewish
nation, of whom Herod enquired where the Christ should be born, and
was told, "In Bethlehem of Judea" (Matt.2:4-6). A short time before the
birth of the
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Lord, it seemed most unlikely that He would be born in Bethlehem, for
His parents were then living in Nazareth; but God, who was watching
over His word to perform it (Jer.1:12), caused the heathen Caesar to make
a decree for a world-wide census to be taken, for which purpose all must
go to their own cities to register. So, just before the birth, Joseph and
Mary went to Bethlehem, the city of David, where Christ was born.

DATE AND MANNER OF DEATH.

Dan.9:24-26, written about 600 B.C., gives the year of Christ's death
483 years after the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem (see
Neh.2.). The manner of His death is graphically described by David 1,000
years beforehand in Ps.22. There such expressions as "All My bones are
out of joint," "My strength is dried up like a potsherd,” "My tongue
cleaveth to My jaws," and "I may tell all My bones" tell of the result of
the whole weight of the body being upon hands and feet, of the fever and
thirst, which accompany crucifixion, and of the terribly emaciating effect
of this cruel manner of death. It is remarkable to note that such a mode of
putting to death was unknown in David's day, yet it is described in, detail,
so long beforehand, which could only have been done by God. Again we
read in this Psalm, "They pierced My hands and My feet." This was not
always done at crucifixion, for sometimes the victim was tied by ropes;
but we do know that nails were used to fasten the Lord to the cross.

God multiplies such details even to the discrimination by the soldiers
between Christ's garments, which were divided, and the coat upon which
lots were cast.

LIFE AND CHARACTER.

Ps.1. and Isa.53., written so long before the Lord came, and many other

scriptures tell what kind of life the Lord would live.
BURIAL.

Isaiah even makes known how the grave intended for Him would be
made at the foot of the cross, but his words,—"with
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the rich in His death," foretold that His body would lie in the tomb of the
rich man—"wherein was man never yet laid" (Jn 19:41).
RESURRECTION.
David, by the Holy Spirit, speaks in Ps.16:10 of the resurrection, that
all-important event, by which God put His seal upon the finished work,
shewing His perfect satisfaction therewith.

One writer has summed up the Bible in this way. "Supposing that in a
central place stones were collected from many quarries, all cut and shaped
at the places where they were excavated. An army of builders was
employed, until all the stones were used and there was found to be none
short. The result was, a beautiful building. What is the natural
conclusion? Why, that behind it all lies the master mind of a great
architect. So with this wonderful book, the Bible, which has been written
in many different countries, by many different authors, including kings,
great scholars, fishermen, a herdsman and a tax gatherer. Included
amongst the writings are history, prophecy, poetry and ethics. There are
altogether 66 books, which were written at different times covering a
period of about 1,600 years. When all these books are brought together
they form one perfect whole —not one too many, not one short." Surely
the only conclusion a candid person can reach is that behind the book is

the master mind of God.
G. E. HORNE.

THE SERVICE OF WOMEN.

As Mary sat at Jesus' feet
And listened to His word,
So would we in these later days,
Hear and obey our Lord.
There would we hear His blessed voice
And gaze upon His face,
Would learn in meekness at His feet
What is the woman's place.
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Not to usurp authority
Or take the place of men,
Yet she can serve in other ways,
As did the women then.
With ready mind to do His will,
Like those of long ago,
With willing heart to serve Him well,
True loyalty to show.

Like Hannah, Miriam, Deborah,
She may His praises speak;
She may lead other women on;
She may support the weak;
She may train children for the Lord;
Uphold the fainting heart,
Inspiring with a stedfast faith
The men to do their part.

Like Sarah, and like others too,
Her husband to obey,
With willing hands prepared a feast
When strangers come that way,
And thus, like Sarah, entertain
An angel unaware;
"Ye did it unto Me," He'll say,
Whose eyes are everywhere.

Like her who did at Shunem dwell,
God's servants to receive;
Like Abigail in David's day
The hungry to relieve;
And so we might pursue the tale
Of women long ago,
Who served the Lord in simple faith
While yet they dwelt below.
Who wait upon the Lord their God
Shall mount on eagle wings,
And elder women, taught of Him,
Are teachers of good things:
To teach young women to be wise,
Discreet, and good, and kind,
To serve the Lord with gladsome heart,
And with a quiet mind.
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The elder may the younger teach,
The young, those younger still,
Thus shall they help each other on
To do His blessed will,

To follow Him, the lowly One,
And walk in His blest ways,
And thus in all they have to do
To live unto His praise.

The care of immaturity,
Of childhood and of youth,
To lead the young and wayward feet
Along the paths of truth,
To train them in right ways to go
From e'en their earliest days,
So they shall still, when older grown,
Be found in wisdom's ways—

To care for all her household well,
And bring up worthy sons,
To help the poor with kindly deeds,
Relieve afflicted ones;
To comfort those in sore distress,
And succour bring to all
Who need her help, as Phoebe helped
The great Apostle Paul-Like

Persis, Lydia, Tabitha
To labour for the Lord,
Spend time and substance for the poor
And earn a rich reward,
To practise hospitality,
And oft resort to prayer
To follow on with stedfast mind
In all good works to share—

Such is the woman's worthy place
Of service to her Lord,
So shall she do her Lord's blest will
According to His word;
Who would not gladly serve Him thus?
Who would not count it good
To hear the Master say at last,
"She hath done what she could"?
copied by 1.D.
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THE REVELATION. REV.1:17 TOREV.2:7.
(Continued from page 74.)

The Ephesians had been addressed by Paul, and now at a much later
date by the Lord Himself. The epistle to the Ephesians carries us up to the
height of Christian position, quickened out of death in trespasses and
sins—quickened with Christ, raised up together and seated together in the
heavenlies in Christ Jesus. This is individually true of all believers, even
were there no church at all. The word "angel "simply means "messenger,"
and is applied to the spirits of heaven as the messengers of God to men.
But it is plain that the messenger represents, so far as his errand is
concerned, the one who sends him. The Lord said to His- disciples; "He
that receiveth you receiveth Me, and he that receiveth Me receiveth Him
that sent Me," thus this meaning of the word is easily derived from its
original form. The representative character of the angel here is plain. It
may be natural enough that the advocates of episcopal or presbyterian
order should find, as they do with equal facility, the bishop or the pastor
in this representative angel. But in Scripture it is impossible to find either
of these things as they are now believed by many, and it is impossible
therefore to see them here. Apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and
teachers we read of as gifts for the perfecting of the saints, unto the work
of ministering, unto the building up of the Body of Christ (Eph.4:11,12).
Peter especially addressed himself to the circumcision as Paul did to the
Gentiles, but nowhere do we read of the Apostle of this place or that, and
as little have we the pastor of this church or that. True, we do find bishops
and deacons with local responsibilities (Phil.1:1; Tit.1:5-7), but it is never
the bishop of an assembly; it is always bishops, and it is clear that these
and the elders were identical. (See Acts 20:17,28; Acts 14:23). The one
representative of each assembly supposed to be signified by the angel
cannot be found in Scripture.

Ephesus had its bishops or overseers long before this message was
sent. Tradition makes the apostle John himself to be its
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diocesan bishop, so he could not be the angel to whom he is told to write.

We have epistles to individuals, as to Timothy and Titus, but not to a
church through them. We have also the epistle to "The saints in Christ
Jesus which are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons "; it is not to the
bishops and deacons for the church. The usual method of address is to the
church as such, and if the angel here were to stand for the bishops in
Ephesus, how evident would be the contrast between this and the first
epistle!

It is important to ask—Has God then given up His people on account
of their sins? And is it with an official class He speaks who interpret Him
to those beneath them? Does the sun, as in winter time, no longer reach
the valley-bottoms, but only the hill-tops gild with light? Or is it that
Christ reveals Himself only to some gifted men who, as planets, shed the
little of His radiance they can reflect on others? Ah, no! the hearts of those
who know their Lord shall answer, It is not. Read the superscription to the
angel in the light of the subscription,— "He that hath ears to hear, let him
hear what the Spirit saith to the churches," and you will find that the
question of who are nearest Christ is answered by another question, Who
has ears, eyes and heart for Him? He still speaks as of old to those who
listen. His ways, His attitude, His heart can know no change. The stars
that shine in His firmament are the overcomers of the darkness and are
held by their Centre and shine by the light of Him who shines upon them.
If to the opened ear Christ speaks, it is plain that the responsibility of
hearing is as much as ever that of all. None is released from it; and yet it is
the few who listen, and the Lord's sense of this is indicated by the
constraint in His manner.

Our feebleness may seem an available plea to withdraw us from
responsibility to seek to alter the general state. But not so teaches the
word of the Lord. Our associations are here distinctly recognised. We are
to "depart from unrighteousness," not to be "unequally yoked with

unbelievers," to purge our-
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selves from "vessels unto dishonour "and to "follow after righteousness,
faith, love, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart." For
association with evil therefore we are ever responsible. It may be said that
such principles, carried fully out, would involve a very narrow path and a
wholesale giving up of spheres of usefulness. Whether it be so or not, it is
not ours to choose. The path is defined for us. Remember the solemn
word spoken by Samuel to king Saul,—"Behold, to obey is better than
sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of
witchcraft, and stubbornness is as idolatry and teraphim" (1 Sam.15:22,
23).

Winnipeg. F.J. SMALL.

(To be continued.)

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW.
(Continued from page 72.)

In a recent discussion of the kingdom of heaven, one speaker voiced
what seemed to be the general view, namely, that the kingdom of heaven
is in abeyance from the time of the rejection of Christ, and will only
operate again when God renews His dealings with the Jews after this
dispensation. Is there any possibility of reconciling such a view with this
scripture before us,—"I will build My Church...I will give unto thee the
keys of the kingdom of heaven"? When did He intend to build His
Church? When did He intend to give Peter the keys? Let us take heed to
what He says—"The keys of the kingdom of heaven."”

"In those days cometh John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness
of Judaea, saying, Repent ye; for the kingdom of heaven is at hand"
(Matt.3:1,2).

"From that time began Jesus to preach, and to say, Repent ye; for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Matt.4:17).

We submit for the reader's serious consideration that what was at
hand at the beginning of the Lord's ministry, was still only at hand at the
close of His ministry, and was far from being broken off at His rejection.
A splendid city hall was built here
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a few years ago, and on a certain date a gold key was handed to the
Mayor of the City, who, after the ceremonial usual on such an occasion,
took the key, opened the door, and pronounced the city hall as being
open; it was what the world terms "a grand opening."

Our God does things on a grand scale too, and we suggest that Acts 2.
gives us the record of the opening day in connection with the kingdom of
heaven. Notice carefully what the record says, "And when the day of
Pentecost was now come, they were all together in one place. And
suddenly there came from (out of) heaven a sound as of the rushing of a
mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting- And there
appeared unto them tongues parting asunder, like as of fire; and it sat
upon each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and
began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance"
(Acts 2:1-4). "But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice,
and spake unto them, saying, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at
Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and give ear unto my words" (verse
14). Why Peter '? Did he not deny the Lord? Why not John who followed
Him right to the cross? (See Jn 19:26). The answer is that we have here
the fulfilment of the Lord's word to Peter in Matt.16. We have here the
beginning of the building of "My Church "coincident with, shall we say,
the grand opening by Peter of the kingdom of heaven?

We suggest then that Peter used the keys on this day, and again used
them later on. The Scriptures make plain that as far as the Gentiles were
concerned there was no door opened for them until we come to Acts 10.
And again on this occasion the Spirit used Peter. Notice his words at the
conference in Jerusalem, "Brethren, ye know how that a good while ago
God made choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear
the word of the gospel, and believe. And God, which knoweth the heart,
bare them witness, giving them the Holy Spirit, even as He did unto us;
and He made no distinction between us and them, cleansing their hearts
by faith" (Acts 15:7-9).

(To be continued.)
Vancouver, B.C. JAMES BLAIR.
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THE WONDERFUL NATION.

I
It is recorded of Frederick the Great, who was an infidel, and a friend of
Voltaire, that he once asked Von Ziethen, one of his generals, whom he knew
to be a Christian, to defend his Christianity in a word. The general replied,
"Sire, Israel." This was a wise answer, for the history of that remarkable nation
affords ample proof of the inspiration of the Scriptures, and of the Divine origin
of Christianity.
THE PROMISE OF THE LAND.

In Gen.15:18 God made a covenant with Abram that He had given to his
seed the land from the river of Egypt unto the Euphrates. Never yet has Israel
held all this country, but it will be theirs in millennial days. It will be seen that
this was an unconditional promise.

Later many promises were made to Israel, conditional upon their obedience,
with corresponding prediction of judgment should they turn away from the
LORD. Let us take a few of these, which have been fulfilled so literally as to
leave no possible doubt of their Divine origin.

SCATTERING.

In Deut.28:25 the scattering of the Jews and their being tossed to and fro
among all kingdoms of the earth are foretold. After the fall of Jerusalem in
A.D:70 they were driven out of Palestine, to which land they have not been
allowed to return, until recent years, but have been scattered amongst all the
nations of the earth. In almost every land colonies of Jews are found.

A PROVERB AND A BYWORD.

Deut.28:37 states "And thou shalt become an astonishment, a proverb, and
a byword, among all the peoples whither the LORD shall lead thee away." In
Ezek.5:14 we read, "Moreover [ will make thee a desolation and a reproach,
among the nations that are round about thee, in the sight of all that pass by."

The poor Jew has been despised, and his name has become a byword and
term of reproach in many countries. To speak of a person as a "Jew" is a well
understood term of contempt, implying that he is avaricious and crafty.

PERSECUTION, TREMBLING AND UNREST.

"And among these nations shalt thou find no ease, and there shall be no rest
for the sole of thy foot: but the LORD shall give thee there a trembling heart, and
failing of eyes, and pining of soul: and thy life shall hang in doubt before thee;
and thou shalt fear night and day, and shalt have none assurance of thy life"
(Deut.28:65,66). These words very graphically describe the condition of the
Jews in Poland, Russia and other countries in the past, and in German-occupied
lands to-day. How fearfully have they brought upon themselves the judgment of
God for the rejection of Christ!
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"His blood be on us, and on our children," they said (Matt.27:25). Surely it has
been upon them all these centuries.
RAIN WITHHELD.

In Deut.11:17 is made known what would happen to the land of Palestine if
Israel turned aside from the LORD. The heavens would be shut up; there would
be no rain, and the land would not yield her fruit. For hundreds of years that
country, which was once "a land flowing with milk and honey," lay barren and
sterile. During the occupation of the Turk it was an impoverished land for lack
of rain.
Such a barren country was no temptation to other nations. Now that the Jew is
going back, the former and latter rains are again falling. The land is once more
fruitful, and, before the present war, was perhaps the most prosperous country
in the world.

WITHOUT KING OR TEMPLE.

"For the children of Israel shall abide many days without king, and without
prince, and without sacrifice, and without pillar, and without ephod or
teraphim" (Hos.3:4). Zedekiah was the last king to reign over Judah. He was
carried away captive to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar about 600 years B.C. For
2,500 years no Israelite has sat upon the throne of David. Herod the Great was
an Idumean, and under the Roman power.

SURVIVAL OF THE JEWISH NATION.

In spite of all efforts to exterminate the Jews, the race still survives. The Jew
retains his identity. Many ancient nations have disappeared; they have been
assimilated with other peoples, but the Jews remain. They are more numerous
to-day than ever. God is preserving them for a great purpose. "They are beloved
for the fathers' sake" (Rom.11:28). This retention of identity by Israel is one of
the greatest miracles of history.

DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE AND DESOLATION OF JERUSALEM.
The Lord Jesus Himself foretold the complete destruction of the temple. He
said, "There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be
thrown down" (Lk.21:6).
In the same chapter He spoke of the compassing of Jerusalem by the Roman
armies, of its desolation, and of the captivity of the nation. "Jerusalem shall be
trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled" (verse
24).
Such predictions, spoken so long beforehand, and afterwards fulfilled to the
letter, could only have their source in God. Here we have unassailable evidence
of the inspiration of Scripture. "For no prophecy ever came by the will of man:
but men spake from God, being moved by the Holy Spirit" (2 Pet.1:21).
In another article, we hope, if the Lord will, to write of the return to their
land; and of the future blessing and glory of this wonderful nation.
G. E. HORNE.
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THE DYING ISRAEL.

"And the time drew near that Israel must die" (Gen.47:29). The closing
days of the man Jacob, whom God loved, had come. His chequered career, so
mixed with faith in God and his own plans and schemes, is about to end. He
will soon be gathered to his people, and his body laid in the tomb.

For 17 years he has dwelt in the land of Goshen, loved and cared for by
Joseph. But that love and care, which Egypt's lord lavished upon him, could not
arrest the decay of the "outer man." His body, now weak and frail by reason of
his 147 years, has served its purpose.

The house, the tabernacle in which he had lived so long, will soon be
empty. Jacob is about to leave it and "pass over "To his own people. His life,
such of it as God has been pleased to lay bare to us in Holy Writ, still speaks to
us. We are to imitate his faith, and avoid his mistakes.

" And the time drew near when Israel must die.”

The words are arresting. When looked at by those to whom the threescore
years and ten have passed and gone, they become intensely so. But the "must
die,"” so true in Jacob's case, if not removed for us, is at least tempered and
softened by the promise of the Lord's return. That ever-present hope of His
return for the dead and living in Christ is for ever telling us who are alive that
we may not die.

Looking at Jacob in the closing years and days of his sojourn on earth his
failings seem now to be hidden from us: they are overshadowed and lost to
sight in the spiritual greatness seen in him in the sunset of his life. In the peace
and quietness of Goshen, under the loving care of Joseph, he has pondered on
the wonders of God's ways with him. His clinging dependence upon God, in
those closing days, gives to him a dignity and greatness worthy of a prince of
God.

We no longer take note of the distinctive character of his two names, as we
see Jacob spoken of as Israel, and Israel as Jacob. He is quietly waiting for God
to summon him over "To his people," while he holds fast his faith in the
promises of God to him.

Israel, feeling that his earthly life was near an end, sends for Joseph and
makes his last request to him.

"Bury me not, I pray thee, in Egypt: but when I sleep with my fathers, thou
shalt carry me out of Egypt, and bury me in their burying place." Joseph, placed
under oath, promises that he would do so.

Canaan, not Egypt, was to be the land and home for the sons of Israel.
Jacob, full of faith in the promises of God, looks beyond death to a time when
his posterity would return to Canaan and possess it; aye, and to a day, we
suggest, when he himself in life would enter it. When that day comes, he shall
then in a resurrected body sit down in the kingdom of God in the promised land
of Canaan.
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It is in Jacob's dying days that God takes those wonderful samples of his
faith, that faith which gives him rank in God's Roll of Honour (Heb.11:9,13,
21).

Here, long years after, in what one has so beautifully described as "God's
Picture Gallery," the name of Jacob is written in words of eternal truth as one
who lived and died in faith. The God before whom his fathers had habitually
walked, had been with him. The God who had fed him all his life long, had
shown His tender shepherd care to him. The Angel had redeemed him from all
evil. Jacob's heart is full as he thinks of God's kindness to him.

Israel was dying! We enter softly into where he lies. As we do so, we are
made to feel that this is no ordinary death-bed scene on which we gaze. Here
are assembled his sons, strong, resolute men with their different characteristics
and emotions; they arrest our attention. They are not altogether strangers to us.
We have seen them before in the field of Dothan.

Jacob had called them (Gen.49:1). Their response to his call finds them here
together around him to hear his parting words before he yields up his spirit. We
look at the aged Jacob, so soon to leave this earth. We remember his bent form,
his dimmed eyes and failing strength, as he leaned on his staff and worshipped
in the presence of Joseph; his heart then seemed too full for words.

He looks so frail that we wonder, as we look, if he will be able to speak
loudly enough for his sons to hear and understand. The scene is both solemn
and sublime, and becomes inspiring as the hushed silence is broken. Jacob
speaks! Can it be that he is not so near death as was at first thought, for surely
his is not the voice of a dying man?

The voice is as the voice of God, for the dying Jacob, to whom He gives
strength, is His mouthpiece. From the lips of a man, inspired of God, come
words given to him by Divine inspiration, the very words of God.

Fearlessly, faithfully, yet lovingly, he speaks to each of them, and tells what
shall befall them "in the latter days," days, which refer to future times in
general, but reach forward to the times of the Messiah in particular. "And when
Jacob made an end of charging his sons, he gathered up his feet into the bed,
and yielded up the spirit, and was gathered unto his people" (Gen.49:33).

Death, the last enemy which God shall destroy, is cruel and harsh. But
when we think of our fathers "passing over," being "gathered to their people," it
somehow loses its cruelty and harshness.

The shores of the visible and the invisible worlds are brought so closely
together that to faith it is only a passing over on their part, while God gathers
them to Himself into that unseen world. And there, He still is to them as He was
on earth, the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, God
"is not the God of the dead, but of the living"” (Matt.22:32).

Israel is dead, and we leave the house of mourning. It was better to be there
than in the house of festival, and God expects that we shall lay it to heart
(Eccles.7:2).
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Has there been failure in the life of this man, on whom God in grace laid
hold, and never let go His grip until He made him into a prince of God, and
when death came He was there to gather him in His loving shepherd arms, to
his own place and people, into the unseen world? Do not let us dwell on his
mistakes to the forgetting of our own. Jacob's are for ever past. Ours are still apt
to show themselves, and this is no time to point out the faults of others, while
our own keep staring at us. Nor is there room for it in the closing chapters of
God's story of a man whose tent life made manifest that he was a stranger and
pilgrim on earth, one who was seeking a country of his own, a heavenly
country.

Jacob is dead! Over him God has written an inscription which tells us what
He thought of him in life, and what He still thinks of him in death.

That inscription is that He is not ashamed to be called his God— the God of
Jacob (Heb.11.16; Ex.3:15). Can He say this of you and me?

Christchurch, New Zealand. JAMES BROWN.

THE FLEETING PRESENT.

" God, even God, the LORD, hath spoken, and called the earth" (Ps.50:1).

How did He make Himself known to His creatures on earth? In what way
has God spoken? What was the medium of communication to man? In what
language did He call the world? In what tongue were the sublime words uttered
which fell on the ears of man, revealing to his intelligence the Divine plan of
redemption?—shadowy and enigmatical at first, but progressively unfolded,
and becoming clearer until the waiting time ended, and the note rings out, "He
has come."

Surely then the language in which the wondrous revelation was given has in
its very structure some lessons to teach! One very significant fact connected
with it, which seems to be pregnant with meaning, is that strictly speaking there
is no Present Tense in the Hebrew language. A Hebrew Christian has pointed
out that, while there is a future and a past tense, the present tense is sometimes
denoted by the past being used as a continuation of the act or event, and
sometimes by the use of a participle to express the tense. Is there then no
present in God's calculation of time? Is there but an approaching and a passing
time, with nothing between? What is the significance of this arresting omission
in the Hebrew language? There seems to be some solemn meaning indicated.

The same writer whose article suggested these thoughts illustrated it by the
hour-glass and its falling sand, the particles falling from one apartment to the
other; there being but two they pass straight from one to the other. Future in
their course they become instantly past, with nothing between. When the grains
have finished their
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course one compartment is left empty, but the other is filled and presents in its
fulness and stillness a continuous and permanent state.

The sands of time, too, are passing from the future into the past. We speak,
do we not? of the sinking "sands of time." As in the hour-glass we watch them
fall, the future falls into the past while the least of these words is being penned
by the writer, and those fleeting, passing moments we call Now, these few,
rapidly falling grains, will go on till they have run out, and "Time shall be no
more."

Surely with God there is a continuous, ever-abiding present—the two
periods of time, as it were, folded into one and forming eternity. How solemn is
all this in respect to our life down here! Again and again God seeks to impress
upon us the brevity of our earthly sojourn. He yearns to arrest the unsaved man
in his downward course, and He brings eternity with its tremendous issues
before him, thus urging him to flee from the wrath to come. Before the saint He
would keep the solemn fact that we must all be made manifest before the
judgment-seat of Christ, to receive the things done through the body. Each shall
give account of himself to God. Memory will be awakened in That Day. The
long-forgotten past will return—" God seeketh again that which is passed
away" (Eccles.3:15).

Hear what suffering Job has to say concerning man's life on earth: "His
days are determined, the number of his months is with Thee," and, "Thou
changest his countenance, and sendeth him away" (Job:14:5, 20). "When a few
years are come, | shall go the way whence I shall not return" (16:22).

" Not many lives, but only one have we,

One, only one;

How sacred should that one life ever be,
That little span!

Day after day filled up with earnest toil,

Hour after hour still bringing in fresh spoil.

We have no time to trifle, life is brief,
And sin is here;

Our age is but the dropping of a loaf,
A falling tear;

We have no time to sport away the hours,

All must be earnest in a world like ours."

"See that ye refuse not Him that speaketh. For if they escaped not, when
they refused Him that warned them on earth, much more shall not we escape,
who turn away from Him that warneth from heaven" (Heb.12:25).

Through all eternity we shall share His bliss, because for this Christ died,
but how important it is that we avoid the vain regrets that a careless life will
bring!

"Still shall the soul around it call
The shadows which it gathered here;

And. painted on the eternal wall,
The PAST shall reappear."
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THE REVELATION, REV.2:1-7.
(Continued from page 83).

"Rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft." Yes, "rebellion"! How gladly would
we call obedience which has been limited by our own wills by some other
name! Yet what else was it that brought out Saul's true character and lost the
kingdom to him and to his seed? What he left undone was small compared with
what he had done. He said the sheep and oxen had been spared to sacrifice unto
the LORD. What fairer excuse have people now to offer for much disobedience?
Evil is plausibly intended to bring forth good. How hard it is to understand that
while we may obey in much that costs us little, the true test of obedience is in
that wherein we are called to renounce our own wills and wisdom. To do that
which has only the word of God to justify it may forfeit for us the esteem and
companionship of others and we must wait for eternity to find proper
appreciation.

Now let us listen to the message to Ephesus from Him who "holdeth the
seven stars in His right hand, He that walketh in the midst of the seven golden
lampstands."

The one point of the address is plain, and it stands in solemn contrast to all
else that is commended. Works, labour, patience, abhorrence of evil, the
fearless trying of those who put forth the highest claims, bearing for Christ's
name's sake and not fainting—all this is weighed in the balances with the one
solemn charge,—"I have this against thee, that thou didst leave thy first love."
Then follows the command,—"Repent and do the first works; or else I come to
thee, and will remove thy lampstand out of its place, except thou repent."

These things deserve close consideration, for from this root of leaving one's
first love have sprung all the evil fruits that have been borne by the people of
God. It is the continuance of this state that brings about the removal from the
place of witness for Christ and which is the secret of decline. If it can be truly
said to us,—"Thou hast left thy first love," it is vain to think that other things
can be of value. The single eye is needed. The Lord Himself said, "No man can
serve two masters" (Matt.6:24).

What a dreadful dishonour to Christ for one to leave his first love! It is as if
He were more at first sight than He proved to be on longer acquaintance. Have
we not here the germ of final apostacy? I do not mean that the Lord will allow
any of His redeemed to be lost. God is faithful and His faithfulness is our
security. As being born of God we have that in us which cannot suffer us to
become what we were before. "Whosoever is begotten of God doeth no sin,
because His seed abided in him" (1 Jn 3:9), but while this is true of the child of
God on the one side as identified with the divine nature, on the other side it is
equally true that the old nature remains. There is still in the believer that which
lusteth against the Spirit and it is in walking by the Spirit we shall be kept from
fulfilling the lust of the
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flesh (Gal.5:16). We are capable, on the one hand, of experiencing the joys of
heaven and, on the other hand, of being attracted by that which lies under the
power of the wicked one; the eye affects the heart and day by day we are
solicited by that which lies before us. The remedy and safeguard are the
presence and ministry of Him who with water, basin and towel helps His
pilgrims and cleanses away their travel stains and impediments, so that they
may have part with Him (see Jn 13:3-8). Here, in His realised presence shall
first love alone be maintained; here we learn His mind; the holiness of truth is
maintained and that which is eternal manifests its power. The illusions of the
prince of this world pass from us; the glory of Christ is revealed and the eye of
faith affects the heart. The Lord Himself becomes increasingly the Light in
which we see light; becomes the Sun which rules the day, not only enlightening,
but life-giving. The light in which we thus walk is the light of life and in such
condition we can sing,—

"Of Christ the Lord we'd never tire;

This new and living food

Can satisfy the heart's desire,

For life is in His blood."

Who could be daily in His presence, ministered to by Him, having part with
Him and grow cool in response to His love? This could not be. In Christ
Himself all fulness for present need is found, as His own words declare,—"He
that cometh to Me shall not hunger, and he that believeth on Me shall never
thirst" (Jn 6:35). "All that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the
eyes, and the vainglory of life is not of the Father, but is of the world" and of it
all the word is true, "He that drinketh of this water shall thirst again."

Note that it is to the saints the Lord is speaking in this message to Ephesus;
to those to whom heavenly truth has been revealed, and through Ephesus He
speaks now to the people of God.

(To be continued.) F.J. SMALL.
Winnipeg.

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW.
(Continued from page 84.)

Passing over Matt.18 for the present, there are other two portions worthy of
our attention, namely, Matt.24:14, and Matt.28:18-20. Matt.24:14 reads "And
this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole (habitable) world for a
testimony unto all the nations, and then shall the end come." Could words be
plainer? At this point we suggest the reading of Rev.7:4, "And I heard the
number of them which were sealed, a hundred and forty and four thousand,
sealed out of every tribe of the children of Israel." How will these thousands of
Israel become the servants of God (verse 3) in the time that follows the present
dispensation? By hearing and heeding the gospel of the kingdom.
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Then Rev.7:9 reads, "After these things I saw, and behold, a great
multitude; which no man could number, out of every nation, and of all tribes
and peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb,
arrayed in white robes, and palms in their hands; and they cry with a great
voice, saying, Salvation unto our God which sitteth on the throne, and unto the
Lamb." How did they also learn of the Salvation of God? By means of the
gospel of the kingdom, when preached in all the world, at that time referred to
by the Lord in Matt.24:14.

Referring to Matt.28 let us draw attention to a fact not generally noticed.
Verse 16 reads, "But the eleven disciples went into Galilee, unto the mountain
where Jesus had appointed them." Why Galilee, and not Jerusalem? It is quite
true that He appeared to them in Jerusalem, and even told them to tarry there
until endued with power from on high (Lk.24:49). But here is an appointment
He made and kept with them; and in Galilee, not Jerusalem, He gave them their
commission—" And Jesus came to them and spake unto them, saying, All
authority hath been given unto Me in heaven and on earth. Go ye therefore, and
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit: teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I commanded you: and lo, I am with you alway, even unto the
consummation of the age." Thus in the first verse of this Gospel, and in the
closing verses both Jew and Gentile are in view.

We passed over Matt.18 with the Lord's reference there to "Church," "Tell
it unto the Church." In Matt.16. "My Church" includes every born again soul,
every believer on the Lord Jesus Christ, of this dispensation of grace. The
Church of Matt.18. has reference to the gathered together people of God in any
one place. This directly links itself with Matt.28 for wherever disciples are
made, and baptised, and taught to observe all things as the Lord commanded
them, there you will have a company "gathered together" unto His name.

Far from being limited to the Jew then, Matthew's Gospel contains truth in
relation to the Jew, blessed through the Son of David: the nations, through the
Son of Abraham, and those of "My Church," through Christ the Son of the
Living God, and agreeably with a word found in Matthew, "The first shall be
last, and the last shall be first," we suggest that the last of the three is the first.

Vancouver, B.C. JAMES BLAIR.

OPENED EYES.
(Continued from page 70).
When Elisha was called to the home of the great woman of Shunem because
her boy was dead, and he shut himself in the room with the dead child, he then
prayed and stretched himself upon 'the lad; he had encouragement to persevere,
for "The flesh of the child waxed
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warm." Again he stretched himself upon him and unmistakeable evidence of the
return of life was given when "The child sneezed seven times, and the child
opened his eyes" (2 Kgs.4:32-35).

When in faith we seek God's face in prayer, though He grant not our
petition at first, surely, as in Elisha's case here, He fails not to encourage us to
persevere. Truly, His delays are not denials.

In faith Elijah said to Ahab, ---"There is the sound of abundance of rain."
Then he went up to the top of Carmel and bowed himself down upon the earth,
and put his face between his knees. He told his servant, "Go up now, look
toward the sea," but nothing was visible to indicate the coming of the rain. "Go
again seven times" he said, and then it was that "a cloud out of the sea, as small
as a man's hand" became the sure sign that God had heard and was answering
His servant's prayer.

Elisha's servant was in great anxiety when he saw the Syrian host with
horses and chariots surrounding Dothan, intent on laying hold upon Elisha. He
exclaimed, "Alas, my master! how shall we do? "Elisha's reply may have been
quite incomprehensible to him at the moment, "Fear not: for they that be with us
are more than they that be with them," but when Elisha prayed,—" LORD, I pray
thee, open his eyes, that he may see," and the LORD opened his eyes, then he
understood how true were Elisha's words, and what little cause they had to fear,
for "The mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha."
Thus protected they were safe indeed. And has not prayer ever been a potent
influence in the way of opening the eyes? Many are they whose eyes have been
opened to see their need of salvation through the prayers of others which led to
the new birth; others through the same means have been assured of divine
protection amidst manifold dangers. Elisha's young man learned that God could
make him see things which otherwise were to him invisible, and is not the
scripture apposite to our theme which says,—"Our light affliction, which is for
the moment, worketh for us more and more exceedingly an eternal weight of
glory; while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which
are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which
are not seen are eternal"? (2 Cor.4:17,18).

We read of Moses in Heb.11:27 that "By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing
the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing Him who is invisible." Blessed
indeed are all who in grace have had their eyes opened to see "Him who is
invisible"! It is fitting truly that we should seek to "run with patience the race
that is set before us, looking unto Jesus the Author and Perfecter of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising shame, and
hath sat down at the right hand of the throne of God" (Heb.12:1,2).

J.P. A. TAYLOR.
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YOUR MOST HOLY FAITH.

The faith which was once for all delivered unto the saints is also referred to
by Jude as "Your most holy faith" (see Jude 1:3,20). Though not delivered all at
once, it has been delivered once for all, that is to say, there will be no new
revelation of the will of God, since the Holy Scriptures are now complete. As the
law of Moses was the ¢ essence of all the teaching in the Psalms and Prophets,
and at the close of the Old Testament the LORD said "Remember ye the law of
Moses My servant, which I commanded unto him in Horeb for all Israel, even
statutes and judgements" (Mal.4:4), so the "Things that Jesus began both to do
and to teach" (Acts 1:1) have in essence what is contained in the epistles, and
these, with the Gospels, complete the canon of inspiration and contain the faith
once for all delivered unto the saints.

The faith then was set forth by the Lord Jesus; the law and the prophets
were until John. It makes an interesting contrast the manner in which the law
was given, and that in which the faith came—the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ.
The law had its association with the mighty thunderings at Horeb, and the voice
from heaven, concerning which Israel requested that no word more should be
spoken to them "for they could not endure that which was enjoined ": but the
manner in which the faith came through the Lord Jesus had no such terrifying
association. When He began to teach it is recorded that "All bare Him witness,
and wondered at the words of grace which proceeded out of His mouth"
(Lk.4:22).

Gently and tenderly, as men were able to hear and receive, came the
doctrine of the Lord. His speech was indeed refreshing like the dew, and His
doctrine such as would penetrate the hearts and consciences of the hearers. The
Holy Spirit, too, followed up the good work commenced by the Lord, and
brought to the remembrance of the apostles what He had said. He also showed
things to come. It was through this inspiration of the Holy Spirit that the
Gospels and the Epistles were written.

While, generally speaking, the faith includes the entire revelation conveyed
through the New Testament, i.e., the truth concerning salvation from the penalty
of sin through faith in the finished work of Christ, together with the will of God
for the daily guidance of His redeemed and gathered together people, it should
be noted that it is also spoken of as something distinguishable from our
common salvation. Jude says:—" Beloved, while I was giving all diligence to
write unto you of our common salvation, I was constrained to write unto you
exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered
unto the saints" (Jude 1:3).

Here it is apparent that "our common salvation" has reference to what we
have termed above, salvation from the penalty of sin. This is the common
portion of every true believer in the Lord Jesus Christ. A salvation not common
as to quality, but common only in the sense that each one who trusts the Saviour
has the blessing in common—
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and what a blessing it is! eternal life, eternal sanctification and eternal glory.
But there is more than all this. There is something that has its bearing upon
present and progressive sanctification, upon doing those things that are pleasing
to the Lord upon the earth. This is what Jude refers to as the faith.

One outstanding feature of the faith is that it can be held or kept only by a
separate and gathered together people: the early churches of God in apostolic
times being the ensample for the remaining part of the age. Individuals as such
cannot keep the faith, nor can it find expression in sectarianism—rather it is
denied therein. Baptism in water in obedience to the Lord is an integral part of
the faith, and yet in how many places this is rejected. The same is true of the
remembrance of the Lord in the breaking of the bread. These ordinances of the
Lord require that the disciple should find himself in association with others
whose hearts have been reached and softened by the distilled dew of divine
speech, and whose beings have been saturated by the showers of divine
doctrine. Thus together we may grow till we "attain unto the unity of the faith,
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a full grown man, unto the
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ."

The faith then is something wherein we may be weak (Rom.14:1), or
strengthened (Acts 16:5). The mind of the Lord, as conveyed by Paul, Silas and
Timothy, resulted in the churches being strengthened in the faith, and Timothy
is reminded how he could be a good minister of Christ Jesus, nourished in the
words of the faith, and of the good doctrine which he had followed. We may
turn aside from it, or we may continue in it (Acts 13:8; 14:22): we may be
obedient to the faith (Acts 6:7), or we may deny the faith (1 Tim.5:8). There is
sad and solemn possibility of making shipwreck concerning the faith. To avoid
this it is ever needful for us to give due heed to the words of divine warning
which will guide us past the shoals of men's opinions, and the rocks of unbelief.

The range and scope of the faith is very large. It has been well said that
"The Person and work of Christ is the central truth of the faith, but within its
circumference are truths many and varied, embracing every responsibility both
individual and collective. The doctrines of the faith reach up to the divine
heights of the Deity and atonement of Christ, and come down even to matters of
temporal support, as in 1 Tim.5:8." This passage reads: "But if any provideth
not for his own, and specially his own household, he hath denied the faith, and
is worse than an unbeliever."

The faith once for all delivered unto the saints, like the law in the past
dispensation, gives instruction to regulate the lives of God's people in every
phase of life, and incorporates in the main the moral law of the LORD. The
duties of parents to children, and children to parents: responsibilities of masters
towards servants, and servants towards masters: the believer's attitude towards
the powers that be, and his rendering unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's:
his position
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generally towards all men, as to walking humbly and living soberly, righteously
and godly: his life in the assembly of God both toward God and the brethren—
every relationship in life is provided for in the faith once for all delivered unto
the saints. If we want to live well-pleasing to God in the home, in the House of
God, and in the world we must necessarily keep constant contact with the Book,
the Holy Writings, every word of which is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in
righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all
good works (2 Tim.3:16,17).

Probably among many of the children of God the principal departure from
the faith is in matters pertaining to every day living. Maybe to-day more than
ever there is need for the clarion call to believers to give heed to what might be
termed the small items of the faith, which will curb the activities of the little
foxes that spoil the vineyards. Not infrequently the vineyards beautiful with
blossom are spoiled by these destructive creatures. We may be wonderfully
clear on the great truths of the Deity of the Christ, the value of His atoning
death, and His triumphant resurrection; but if these great central truths fail to
captivate the heart for the One who died, and fill us with the constraining love
of Christ that will force us to seek and do His will in the smaller details of life,
we may become the barren vines that disappoint the owner, and are fit only for
the burning.

Let us listen carefully to Jude's exhortation: "But ye, beloved, building up
yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves
in the love of God. looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal
life" (Jude 1:20,21). Thus only may we escape the snares that would lead us to
deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. Thus only will we at the close of
the pathway be able to say. "I have kept the faith" (2 Tim.4:7).

G. PRASHER.

THE WONDERFUL NATION.

IL.

In a former article, we wrote of the literal fulfilment of many scriptures in
the history of this wonderful nation—Israel—of the terrible consequences of
their rejection of God's word, and of His Christ. We now desire to draw
attention to some remarkable prophecies regarding their future blessing and
glory; of their turning again to the Lord, and their acceptance of the Lord Jesus
as their Messiah.

Ezek.37 is a most interesting chapter. It foretells the resurrection of the
Jews from their long national death. As one thinks of their condition through the
centuries, since their defeat and scattering by the Romans in A.D:70, the
question might well be asked, "Can these bones live? "

One hundred years ago only a few hundred Jews were living in Palestine,
and they were very poor. Since then the Zionist movement has come into being
for the repatriation to the country of the Jews.
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Already Ezek.37 is commencing to be fulfilled. "These bones," we are told,
"are the whole house of Israel." The bones are coming together, sinews are
coming upon them, and flesh and skin are covering them. The countries into
which they have been driven are being opened and Jews are being brought back
into the land of Israel.

In the days of Ezra and Nehemiah, only a very small remnant returned. To-
day in Palestine there are about 500,000 Jews. In addition, there are some
200,000 settled in Mesopotamia (Iraq), an adjacent country.

The present return of Jews to Palestine is largely consequent upon their
being persecuted in other lands. In a future day, before the millennial reign of
Christ, God will work mightily among the nations on behalf of His scattered
people. Of that day, it is written, "and they shall bring thy sons in their bosom,
and thy daughters shall be carried upon their shoulders. And kings shall be thy
nursing fathers, and their queens thy nursing mothers: they shall bow down to
thee with their faces to the earth, and lick the dust of thy feet" (Isa.49:22,23). In
ships of Tarshish shall they travel (Isa.60:9).

RETURN TO THE LAND.

Many scriptures tell of the time. In these words Isaiah foretells the event: "And
it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set His hand again the
second time to recover the remnant of His people, which shall remain, from
Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and
from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. And He shall
set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and
gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth '’
(Isa.11:11,12). Ezekiel says, "They shall dwell in the land that I have given unto
Jacob My servant, wherein your fathers dwelt: and they shall dwell therein,
they, and their children, and their children's children, for ever" (Ezek.37:25).
ONE NATION, ONE KING.

In the days of Rehoboam, son of Solomon, God divided the kingdom of
Israel, giving ten tribes to Jeroboam. This was on account of Solomon's
departure from the LORD, through his marrying strange women, who "Turned
away his heart after other gods: and his heart was not perfect with the LORD his
God, as was the heart of David his father" (1 Kgs.11:4). Since that day Israel
has been divided; they have never had one king over the whole nation. The day
is coming, however, when the nation shall be united, and "David shall be king
over them" (Ezek.37:22,24). This, we understand, refers to the time when Christ
shall return to earth, and sit upon the throne of His father, David.

PEACE AND PROSPERITY.

The people who at present are tossed to and fro among the nations, shall
then know rest and peace; "They shall sit every man under his vine and under
his fig tree; and none shall make them afraid" (Mic.4:4).
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"The plowman shall overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes him that
soweth seed; and the mountains shall drop sweet wine, and all the hills shall
melt" (Amos 9:13).

THE JEW HIGHLY ESTEEMED.

The people who to-day are despised and persecuted, shall then be the head of
the nations. Others will consider it an honour to be associated with them. "Ten
men shall take hold, out of all the languages of the nations, shall even take hold
of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you, for we have heard
that God is with you" (Zech.8:23).

REPENTANCE.

The Jews are going back to Palestine in unbelief, but the time is coming
when God will put His Spirit in them, and they shall live (Ezek.37:14). The
Spirit of grace and supplication shall be poured upon them; they shall look unto
Him whom they pierced: and shall mourn for Him (Zech.12:10). At last the
great Antitype of Joseph shall make Himself known to His brethren. All their
present trials and persecutions are designed to bring about repentance. A worse
time still lies before them—" the time of Jacob's trouble" (Jer.30:7), elsewhere
spoken of as "The Great Tribulation." God is correcting them with judgment,
but they will come out of the furnace of affliction as gold purified in the fire,
"and so all Israel shall be saved" (Rom.11:26). This "all Israel" does not, of
course, mean every Jew.

Zech.12 makes abundantly clear how real, widespread and individual this
repentance will be. Isa.53 shall then have its primary fulfilment. The people
who saw no beauty in their Messiah that they should desire Him; who despised
and rejected Him, shall then say, "Surely He hath borne our griefs, and carried
our sorrows: yet we did esteem Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But
He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities: the
chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed"
(Isa.53:4,5).

The LorRD will appear for their deliverance when they are in desperate
straits; all nations being gathered against Jerusalem to battle. The city shall be
taken, and half of the city in those awful times shall go forth into captivity, but
the residue shall not be cut off from the city, and then the LORD shall intervene
(Zech.14).

A wonderful transformation is already taking place in Palestine. Agriculture
is flourishing; cities have sprung up; industries are thriving. There is a splendid
Hebrew university on the Mount of Olives; and good schools in various places.
Haifa is one of the best ports in the world, capable of accommodating the largest
vessels afloat. A Jewish Shipping Company has been formed, with a fleet of
steamers manned by Jewish sailors. Haifa is also a terminal for the pipe-line
through which oil is pumped from Mesopotamia. It is claimed that there is
fabulous wealth in the chemicals of the Dead Sea.
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A change is coming over the Jews. New Testaments, and portions of it, in
Hebrew, are being freely sold in Palestine, and "The history of Jesus "is being
taught in the schools. The Lord Jesus is being spoken of as a great Jewish
Prophet, though not yet recognised as the Messiah.

Israel is a wonderful people indeed, "beloved for the fathers' sake." In spite
of all their disabilities in many lands, they everywhere rise into prominence.
Jews have become great statesmen, eminent scientists, doctors and lawyers.
Many of the greatest financiers and industrial magnates of the world have been
Jews.

How glad we are to know that the future of the nation is assured; that God
"will make a covenant of peace with them: it shall be an everlasting covenant."
He will set His sanctuary in the midst of them for evermore. "And the nations
shall know that I am the LORD that sanctify Israel, when My sanctuary shall be
in the midst of them for evermore" (Ezek.37:26, 28). G. E. HORNE.

THE REVELATION.
(Continued from page 93.)

Rev.2:1-7. It cannot reasonably be denied that God required others beside
those in Ephesus to give heed to the Spirit's Ephesian message. Verse 7 not only
proves this to be the case, but makes plain also that those in Ephesus had to
listen to His message to the other churches. Departure in heart from the Lord
does not always shew itself in the same way. Paul writes to the Corinthians of
there being "contentions" among them, of "fornication" among them of such
kind "as is not even among the Gentiles," of division and disorder, and of some
who were even denying the resurrection of the dead.

The Galatians were backsliding from Christ and reverting to the law under
the influence of teachers who perverted the Gospel of Christ, and to them the
charge came—"With freedom did Christ set us free: stand fast therefore, and be
not entangled again in a yoke of bondage" (Gal.5:1).

Writing to the Romans Paul says in Rom.1, "I thank my God through Jesus
Christ for you all, that your faith is proclaimed throughout the whole world," but
in Rom.16 we have these words of entreaty, "Now I beseech you, brethren, mark
them which are causing the divisions and occasions of stumbling, contrary to the
doctrine which ye learned: and turn away from them." In the epistle to the
Philippians he writes, "I have no man likeminded, who will care truly for your
state. For they all seek their own, not the things of Jesus Christ" (Phil.2:20,21).
The second epistle to Timothy may close the sorrowful picture of this record of
declension,—"At my first defence," Paul wrote, "no one took my part, but, all
forsook me," and again,—"This thou knowest, that all that are in Asia turned
away from me" (2 Tim.4:16; 2 Tim.1:15). The names of Phygelus and
Hermogenes are mentioned as being of those, whilst in 2 Tim.2:17 Hymenaeus
and
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Philetus are described as "men who concerning the truth have erred...and
overthrow the faith of some." He instructs Timothy that he who would be "a
vessel unto honour, sanctified, meet for the Master's use," must purge himself
from such vessels of dishonour, and bids him know that "in the last days
grievous times shall come" when men would be found "holding a form of
godliness, but having denied the power thereof" (2 Tim.3:1-5).

Peter, John and Jude add fresh features to this woeful picture, but we need
not dwell upon it further. The true-hearted are always a remnant.

Even in John's day he concluded the last hour had come because so many
antichrists had arisen (1 Jn 2:18).

The Lord continues His reproof of the Ephesians,—"Remember therefore
from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I come to
thee, and will move thy lampstand out of its place, except thou repent." He
approves their attitude towards the works of Nicolaitans and concludes with,
words of cheer to the over-comer. It will be his "To eat of the tree of life, which
is in the Paradise of God." There is to be no yielding, no matter how the
difficulties of the way increase. God's stars shine by night as by day, the
darkness makes them apparent, so may the light of the overcomers shine the
brighter in dark days. The incentive to continuance comes from above and no
sorrows of the way should becloud the beauty of the Paradise of God.

Of old, the tree of life meant a dependent life to be ministered to Adam by
its means, and for us, redeemed by the precious blood of Christ and possessors
of eternal life, there is still life in dependence. Christ is "The Life, the Eternal
Life which was with the Father and was manifested unto us" (1 Jn 1:2). Of the
fruits of this we shall partake for ever. How suited therefore to the condition of
the Ephesians was this promise! Failure to maintain the place of dependence in
receiving out of His fulness was the cause of their lapse. Keeping close to Christ
is the way to overcome, and to those who already know the blessedness of this
place, how encouraging it is to look forward to the time when the full results
shall be attained, when it will be theirs eternally to enjoy that dependence which
ensures His ministry of love to us for ever! "To Him be the glory for ever.
Amen."

Rev.2:8-11. Decline on the part of God's people opens the way for the
power of the enemy to show itself. The assault is two-fold. It comes from within
and from without. The result differs in each case. The assault from without fails
for it is impossible for the Lord to leave His saints to be subdued by Satan's
power, but the defeat of Satan's wiles is another matter, and for victory here it is
required that we "Put on the whole armour of God" (Eph.6:11).

Smyrna means "myrrh,"” and as this was used in the embalming of the dead
it may remind us of how precious in the sight of the LORD
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is the death of His saints (Ps.116:15). It is as "The First and the Last, which was
dead, and lived again "That the Lord speaks here. He speaks as the One who
though Divine stooped down to death and has come out of it in glorious
resurrection-power, and who gives them to drink of the cup of which He
Himself has partaken, to be baptised with the baptism wherewith He has been
baptised. How fully He can say, "I know thy tribulation"! How sweet to them the
commendation, that, knowing their poverty He could yet say, "But thou art
rich"! In the days of His flesh He said,—"Blessed are ye when men shall
reproach you, and persecute you, and say all manner of evil against you falsely,
for My sake. Rejoice and be exceeding glad.” Now from the throne on high He
says,—"Fear not the things which thou art about to suffer...Be thou faithful unto
death, and I will give thee the crown of life." There are five crowns of reward
mentioned in the New Testament,—(1) the incorruptible crown of 1 Cor.9:25,
the victor's crown; (2) the crown of rejoicing of 1 Thess.2:19,20, the soul-
winner's crown; (3) the crown of righteousness of 2 Tim.4:8, for those who have
loved His appearing; (4) the crown of glory of 1 Pet.5:1-4, the elder's crown; (5)
the crown of life of Jas.1:12, for those who endure temptation, or as here in
Rev.2:10, who are faithful unto death, the martyr's crown.

"Through waves, through clouds and storms,
God gently clears the way:

We wait His time; so shall the night

Soon end in blissful day."

The truth expressed in Gerhardt's hymn— "God everywhere hath sway, And all
things serve His might, His every act pure blessing is, His path unsullied light"
cannot be denied, yet, as we see from the message to Smyrna, the power of the
Adversary at times prevails, and it is this which has built up a priestly hierarchy
of man-appointed mediators. How Satan triumphed in the blasphemy of those
guilty ones who called themselves Jews, but were "a synagogue of Satan"!

A further triumph of the Devil lay ahead when he would cause some of
them to be cast into prison where they would endure "a tribulation of ten days"
(verse 10 R.V. Margin).

To fortify them against those coming days of suffering and testing the Lord
bids them "Fear not," and gives the charge, "Be thou faithful unto death, and I
will give thee the crown of life." Then follows the command that is common to
all the Revelation letters, and in conclusion the overcomer is assured he "shall
not be hurt of the second death."

F.J. SMALL.
Winnipeg. (To be continued.)
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THOUGHTS ON LK.24.

We would like to pass on a few thoughts suggested by this portion of
Scripture. The morning was that of the Lord's resurrection from the tomb, and
the eleven apostles and other disciples were gathered together (Lk.24:9) and
they were bewildered at the news, brought to them by the women, that Christ
was risen. Although the Lord had previously informed them of His death and
that after three days He would rise again, they cither misunderstood Him or
forgot His words. How important it is for us to take heed to the words of the
Lord as we read the Scriptures!

Lk.24:13 tells us of "Two of them," Cleopas and his companion, who were
going to Emmaus. They were disciples; their hopes were in Him "That it was
He which should redeem Israel" (Lk.24:21), but by His death their hopes were
blasted, and consequently they were looking sad. While it is true that He will
yet redeem Israel and reign as King, they had overlooked the fact that the
prophets had foretold that Christ should suffer before He would enter into His
glory.

Sometimes God allows His children to pass through circumstances that
cause anxiety and disappointment in order that they may learn to trust Him
more. It was good that the disciples' conversation was concerning the Lord, and
what a difference it made when the Lord joined them and "interpreted to them
in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself" (Lk.24:27)! There is
nothing like the word of the Lord to cause the heart to burn with love to Him
under all circumstances.

We are reminded of Mal.3:16, where a few who feared the LORD spake one
with another, and He hearkened to them with pleasure and promised to do them
good. If we follow their example what a joy we will be to the Lord and what a
blessing to others!

The destination of Cleopas and his companion was soon reached and "They
constrained Him, saying, Abide with us: for it is toward evening, and the day is
now far spent" (Lk.24:29). Easily constrained, He entered their dwelling, and in
His giving thanks and breaking the loaf they recognised Him and then He
became invisible. Their hearts thus gladdened, and though late in the evening,
they returned to Jerusalem and made known to the others how they had seen the
Lord.

As disciples of the Lord Jesus we are on our homeward journey; with some
of us it may not be for long, or it may be we shall all soon hear His welcome
"shout" calling us home. How blessed to know that we can have His
companionship all the way home by means of His word and the Holy Spirit (Jn
14:23)! We note His message in Rev.3:14-20, and if perchance there is
lukewarmness in any assembly let each saint hear His voice and respond
thereto, and thus the warm glow of love will again return, and though we may
experience His chastening hand yet we know it is in love He dealeth (Heb.13:5-
6). A. G. SMITH.
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THE COMING OF THE SON OF MAN.
"Henceforth ye shall see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of
power, and coming on the clouds of heaven"
(Matt.26:64).

Who is this that here is telling of that solemn day,

When He'll, on the clouds of heaven, come to have full sway?

When He shall set up His kingdom, and in justice reign;

When the brightness of His glory shines o'er hill and plain.

Who is this that strikes such terror, in men young and old,

When in majesty and power, Him their eyes behold?

Him who was despised and hated, crowned with cruel thorn,

They now see in power and glory; then all tribes shall mourn.

Well may men be struck with terror, when His arm's made bare;

When He sendeth forth His angels, who His way prepare.

In perspective now we see them, parting tares from wheat;

Tares shall know eternal judgment, 'tis destruction meet.

From the four winds of the heaven, Christ, who did select,

Shall, by hosts of holy angels, gather His elect;

Those who stood the fiery trial, and the hate of men,

Shall, with songs of holy triumph, sing His praises then.

Shining as the sun in splendour, now the saints are seen;

What a wondrous transformation—tears their lot had been!

By the world they had been hated, suffered cruel wrong,

They, from sun'rings now delivered, join the glad new song.

On God's holy hill of Zion, see its rightful King,

While the nations rage with anger, pond'ring a vain thing;

He who sits on high in heaven, at them then shall laugh,

And the wicked in the judgment, He'll consume as chaff.

Then the kingdom in its greatness, to the saints is giv'n,

When the righteous King is ruling, peace descends from heav'n.

When Christ shall His foes have vanquished, whether great or
small,

Then to God He'll give the kingdom, Who'll be ALL IN ALL.

T. DOBLE.
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GOD FULLY REVEALED IN THE SON.

Our subject has in review the words in Jn 1:18,—"No man hath seen God at
any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath
declared Him."

We are not to understand from this that God had not revealed Himself to
men in any measure, but that only certain things had been made known; and the
principal, and those that affect us in particular, were not revealed.

Man has at no time been left in ignorance of God, and what was revealed
involved him in responsibility to make response in harmony with the testimony,
little or much, which he had received. So Rom.1, speaking specifically of early
times in man's history, says, "The invisible things of Him since the creation of
the world are clearly seen, being perceived through the things that are made,
even His everlasting power and divinity." There is the witness to God in the
heavens, particularly in the sun and the moon, as in Ps.19. God is also declared
in His providences, in springtime and harvest, which ought to produce
thanksgiving.

We pass on to another revelation of a very different character, which
primarily was given to a chosen nation, to Israel. This revelation of the holy law
of God, which in itself was a wonderful unveiling of His Person and character,
was given to demonstrate to man his inherent sinfulness and that he could have
no standing before God in creature self-sufficiency.

This great revelation very clearly had in view the need of a Saviour for
man, and an implied promise that such a Saviour would be provided.

Other evidence might be given to show that from time to time God spoke to
men through prophets, and so it is clear that men generally were not wholly in
the dark as to God, unless they wilfully refused to retain Him in their
knowledge. But very much of knowledge was not revealed, and that of the
choicest and best. A suitable channel for conveying such knowledge was
necessary. A "man of God "might be suitable in certain cases, but the divine
nature and glory of the revelation required a channel of equal divinity and glory,
and there was only One who could meet the case.

At last we come to the fulness of time, for God will not bear with a lawless
world for ever, and very many things demanded a settlement. Man had proved
himself to be not only weak but wicked, and a Judge as well as a Saviour was
required.

We pass by the ostensible occasion for the coming of the Son of God, which
was to establish the kingdom of God, though we must allude to that fact a little
later. It was clear that a great moral need must be met and until that was done
much blessing must be withheld from men, for the outstanding fact, fully
demonstrated, was demanding a settlement. It was clear and undeniable that
man, without exception,
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was involved in the ruin of sin, and being a sinner needed propitiation to be
made. While God passed over the sins of believing ones in the past the penalty
had still to be met and the Sacrifice had not been provided, except indeed in the
purpose of God. At last He came! From whence? The answer is, From heaven.
God the Father sent Him. It was this great fact, so much insisted upon by the
Lord (see Jn 6:38,41,42,50,51,58) which was the stumbling-block of the
unbelieving Jews in the days of His flesh, and the same is true to-day. Men laud
Christ to the skies but, with all their fine-spun phrases, He is, to many who do
so, still regarded as being only a Man, the Son of a carpenter. Yet He was
indeed the Sent One of God, the One to whom all testimony pointed and for
whom all believing ones waited. Did not the Lord Jesus tell God out in His life,
words and actions whilst here below? He could say, "I live by the Father "and
"The Father abiding in Me doeth His works." We may be ready to see God
acting in Him in raising the dead, but the same was equally true when He took
the little children in His arms, or when He had compassion on the sorrowing
widow of Nain and said, "Weep not," giving back to her her only son; and we
may not overlook the outstanding words when, at the grave of Lazarus, "Jesus
wept." His tears were not tears of impotence, but were of true sympathy. Life's
experiences are made up of little things ("little" at least to the stranger), but with
God nothing is too great, nothing too small. The sparrow belongs to His care
and He clothes resplendently the grass of the field. All this the Lord told forth,
for the Father was in Him.

Before we pass from this, we should refer to the fact that the impression of
the Lord's lowly birth, life, death and resurrection, wheresoever received, has
changed the minds of men immeasurably, and God has become to them a new
God, so different from their perverted knowledge of earlier time. The twin truth,
"God is light" and "God is love,"” has been seen in Him.

We know that the facts that "God is light" and "God is love" were ever true,
but these required to be demonstrated, and furthermore the old condemning law
(for the law could only condemn and never justify) required to be fulfilled by
the Lord in order that we might be brought under grace and be able to say,—

"Free from the law, O happy condition!"
Christ, in His death, set us free.

Had the /ife of the Lord stood alone His mission to earth would have been
incomplete and a failure, and although God might have been told out in certain
particulars beyond what we get in the Old Testament, yet He could not have
been told out fully, for let it be observed that we have no succeeding
dispensation to this, in which God can complete the telling-out; it was limited to
the sojourn of Christ in the world as Man. We have said that in the Lord's
coming to earth we have proclaimed the imminence of the kingdom. This is
witnessed to in John the Baptist's ministry, yet, wonderful to say, when the
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attitude of Israel showed that the kingdom could not then be set up, then was the
moment chosen by the Lord for His entry into Jerusalem as the King of Israel.
Shall we despise this as though it were the expiring of a defeated cause? True,
there was no great army; no blare of martial music; no prancing war horses, but
that one lone, despised Man—the true King, but uncrowned, riding on, in lowly
pomp to die. The disciples had not got up this as a performance. Nay! their true
loyalty and love to the Lord urged them almost unconsciously to act as they did,
and thus to fulfil the will of God (Jn 12:16). But how woeful the part of Israel!
They said, "We have no king but Caesar."

The Lord was nearing the end, and as that end loomed in sight, the pressure
increased. Nothing less than, "I delight to do Thy will, O My God" could supply
the needed Sacrifice. Shall we note His words in Jn 12:23-28, spoken very
shortly before the cross, when the Lord appreciated the greatness of the sacrifice
and weighed losses and gains? He knew He must die in order to accomplish His
Father's will. He knew that He had taught His disciples again and again that they
must hate the present life in view of the life to come, and He had in mind the
grain of wheat which in order to bear fruit must die, but beyond all lesser
considerations that of fulfilling the Father's will and glorifying His name carried
all before it.

Doubtless this is slightly earlier than what we have set out so affectingly in
Lk.22:42-44, but it is the same in substance—the conclusion being, "Father,
glorify Thy name."

But we may not overlook the Father's part in giving His Son. In that
superlative picture in Gen.22. we have in particular the Father's initial act. With
what intensity of meaning He said to Abraham, "Take now thy son, thine only
son, whom thou lovest, even Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah: and
offer him there for a burnt offering." Was Abraham the only one whose heart
was touched? Of God it is written,—"He had yet one, a beloved Son: He sent
Him" (Mk.12:6).

The perfect oneness manifested by Father and Son is delightfully suggested
by the words of Gen.22:6, "They went both of them together."

And now we have nearly reached the consummation, but before proceeding
it is all-important to see that the work must be completed and that everything
depends upon the last act. And breakdown (though while possible with men is
not possible with God) would make the perfect demonstration of God in Christ
imperfect.

We are graciously permitted to have the great tragedy presented to our
hearing and vision, though the vital act of propitiation is in secret, which none
but God saw. We think of the words, "Yea, the death of the cross "—of all its
shame from the human standpoint, and its curse from the divine standpoint as
we read, "Cursed is everyone that hangeth on a tree" (Gal.3:13). We hear the
words, "I

1943-107



thirst"; the Lord's grace to the repentant malefactor at His side, "To-day shalt
thou be with Me in Paradise," thus in the very act of death plucking a sinner
from the doom of the second death; His kindly care and provision for His
mother in her distress as the sword was piercing through her soul (Lk.2:85). All
this and more beside we are permitted to hear. Later, the darkness enveloped the
land and the Lord entered into those supreme sufferings at the hand of God. We
may not too curiously peer into these things, for we remember the word, so
applicable to this case,—"And there shall be no man in the tent of meeting when
he goeth in to make atonement in the holy place" (Lev.16:17), but the end was
reached; atonement was made; sin was put away; the Father and the Son alone;
the Son submitting to the imposition of human guilt, and dying, the Just for the
unjust; the Father Himself binding Him, laying Him on the altar, and there was
no victim to take His place. Wondrous mystery of righteousness and love! But
we are permitted to hear this word from the Lord, as we judge, toward the end of
His sufferings,—"My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" and the
answer is supplied by Himself, "But Thou art holy" (Ps.22:3). So the Father and
the Son dealt with the dread fact of sin and put it away; words easily uttered but
as to their meaning known only to God. Finally, there bursts forth the glad,
triumphal shout,—"It is finished"!

This is the consummation, the Father has now been told out. The assertions,
ever true to faith, "God is light" and "God is love" have been demonstrated. It
means that there can be no further out-telling. We may, in the ages to come go
on to learn its fulness of meaning, which we may explore though we shall never
reach the limit, for limit there is none. This, we judge, is involved in the simple
statement,—"He hath declared Him."

S. J. HILL.

THINGS CONCERNING THE FAITH.
The faith is a large subject, and this article is not intended by any means to
be exhaustive, but to deal particularly with the truths of the Church which is the
Body of Christ and the Churches of God.

To Israel were entrusted the oracles of God. The Law was given to that
nation and it contained the will of God for them in that day (Rom.3:2).

There is an analogy in connection with God's people in this present
dispensation, for to them has been delivered, once for all, "The faith" (Jude 1:3).
This, we understand, comprises all God's will for us in these days. Please note
the expression, "once for all." In giving what we speak of as The Great
Commission to His apostles in Matt.28:18-20, the Lord Jesus concluded with
these words,—" and lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world (or,
the consummation of the age, R.V.M.)." Thus we see that, to the end of the age
the Lord's presence was assured to His servants as they taught

1943-108



the disciples to observe all things, whatsoever He commanded. In accordance
with His own words in Jn 16:12,13 additional things to what He Himself had
taught were made known when the Holy Spirit came. These are revealed in the
writings of the apostles and constitute an integral part of the faith. "Those who
profess to have received further revelations since the completion of the
Scriptures have no authority for such a claim, and it is a solemn truth that God
will not hold guiltless those who either add to or take away from that which He
has caused to be written (Rev.22:18,19).

The doctrines of the faith are unfolded in the New Testament writings and
saints ought to contend earnestly for them. It is worth while contending for
them, and, if need be, even dying for them, as in fact many noble men and
women have already done.

In Ezra 8 we read of a company, under the leadership of this noble man,
carrying through the robber-infested desert, on a four months' journey, much
gold and silver, with very valuable vessels given by King Artaxerxes and his
counsellors for the service of the house of God in Jerusalem (Ezra 7:15,19). This
company, without a military escort, but under the protecting hand of God, duly
discharged their responsibility and privilege and eventually delivered "The
whole by number and by weight" into the hands of those appointed to receive
them in the house of God.

From generation to generation the truth of God should be handed down.
Paul instructed Timothy to commit to faithful men, who would be able to teach
others, the things which he had learned from him (2 Tim.2:2).

Owing to unfaithfulness much precious truth was lost for centuries in this
dispensation. Little by little much has been regained. A solemn responsibility is
laid upon us who have received such a precious heritage, to contend earnestly
for it, and to deliver "The whole by number and by weight" to the generation
following or to hold it fast until the Lord comes. God, in His goodness, has been
pleased to teach us much. Some truths have lost greatly in weight, though still
held in name. For instance the ordinance of baptism has degenerated into infant
sprinkling, thus losing all the significance of its teaching of burial and
resurrection with Christ.

When the remnant returned from Babylon, stones once forming part of
God's house were revived out of heaps of rubbish. Similarly to-day precious
truth has been revived from among the accumulated rubbish of the traditions of
men.

Among these truths is that of the Church which is the Body of Christ,
referred to in Eph.3:11 as God's "eternal purpose," or as the margin of the
revised version gives, "The purpose of the ages," as though this is God's great
masterpiece. This church embraces every believer in the Lord Jesus, from the
day of Pentecost till the coming of the Lord to the air for His saints, all of whom
have been baptised in one Spirit into one Body (1 Cor.12:13). The only
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condition for membership of this church is faith in Christ (Eph.1:18). Death does
not, affect one's place therein; none can sever us therefrom (Matt.16:18; Jn
10:28,29). How blessed is this union with Christ! What a precious relationship
to be a member of His Body! So closely are we linked with Him that Christ and
the church are referred to as "The Christ" (1 Cor.12:12). Surely our hearts
should rejoice when we remember that "Christ also loved the church, and gave
Himself up for it." He nourishes and cherishes it, because we are members of
His Body. In a coming day He will "present the church to Himself, a glorious
church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing" (Eph.5:25-32). As we
meditate upon His wondrous love to us our love is drawn out to the Lord, and
under its constraining influence we make it our aim to be well-pleasing unto
Him.

Fellow-membership of Christ's Body brings us into very close relationship
to each other, and should cause us to love one another. The figure of the human
body is taken by God to set forth this union. How closely are the various
members of our bodies related to each other, and all are controlled by the head!
Each member has a particular function, but all should work together in harmony.
So it should be with members of the Body of Christ. Each should contribute
unto the well-being of the whole (1 Cor.12:12-27; Eph.4:7-16).

We must clearly distinguish, as the Scriptures do, between the church which
is the Body of Christ and local churches of God. As we have seen, faith in Christ
is the only condition necessary unto being in the former, but more than simple
faith is needful before a person is received into a church of God. All believers
on earth should be in churches of God, but unhappily they are not. The well-
known words of Acts 2:41,42 shew that baptism and addition are both necessary
unto a child of God being in a church of God, and stedfast continuance in the
apostles' teaching, and the fellowship, in the breaking of bread and in the prayers
is essential unto the maintenance of this position (verse 42). The church in
Ephesus, having left its first love, is warned that the lampstand will be removed,
unless there is repentance (Rev.2:4,5). So churches of God may cease to exist,
but the church which is His Body is eternal.

A man was put away from the church of God in Corinth for immoral
conduct, but he could not be severed from the Body of Christ.

The term "church of God" is always applied to a local company, of which
there were many in early days, but there is only one Body (Eph.4:4), which is
universal and dispensational. Most of the members of the Body are now in
heaven.

Perhaps enough has been said to shew the clear distinction that exists
between the church which is His Body and the churches of God.
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It may be clearly seen from Scripture that a very real and close relationship
existed between the various churches of God. Letters of commendation were
given to persons in one church visiting a church in another town (Acts 18:27; 2
Cor.3:1). These assured to them participation in the privileges and
responsibilities of the church which they visited. All the churches in a province
acted together in making a contribution to the poor of a distant church
(Rom.15:26). A brother was appointed to act on behalf of all the churches in that
province who accompanied others in taking this gift to the needy church (2
Cor.8:19). One letter was written to the churches in the province of Galatia
(Gal.1:2). Seven letters to the seven churches of Asia were written in one book,
and at the end of each the injunction is given to every one who has ears to "hear
what the Spirit saith," not only to that church in which he was, but "To the
churches" (Rev.1:11; Rev.2:7,11,17,29; Rev.3:6,13,22). Peter's first letter was
addressed to those in churches scattered throughout five large provinces,
occupying an area larger than the British Isles. In 1 Pet.5 the elders are
addressed as a unit, and are exhorted to tend the flock of God. There was only
the one flock, for which the elders had a joint responsibility. The unity of the
churches was maintained by the unity of the elderhood. A fine example of this is
seen in Acts 15.

As churches were planted, elders were appointed in every church. There was
no one-man rule, nor one-man ministry; but the pattern is "elders in every
church" (Acts 14:23).

In Acts 15:6 we find the apostles and the elders of the church in Jerusalem
gathered together in conference. In Acts 20:17 Paul calls to him the elders of the
church in Ephesus. In both of these cities there were large numbers of disciples,
and of necessity many meeting places would be used, but all in each city
constituted the one church of God therein and were under the joint care of the
one circle of elders or overseers in the city. The elders of the provinces of
Achaia and Macedonia acted as units in connection with the monies sent to
Jerusalem, as we have seen. The elders of the five provinces addressed in Peter's
first epistle are seen to have a joint responsibility for the care of the many
churches in that large area. In no other way could the unity of the churches be
maintained, but by the joint pastoral care and united action of the elders.

Thus we see that a very real fellowship existed in those early days. All the
churches were embraced in the Fellowship of God's Son, Jesus Christ our Lord
(1 Cor.1:9). The Fellowship here does not refer to a condition, but to a concrete
thing—the Fellowship belonging to the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. Into this
Fellowship God calls His redeemed, and happy indeed are those who respond to
His call.

The figure of the temple in Jerusalem, with its many buildings, appears to
be used to shew the union of the churches. Thus in
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Eph.2:21 we read, "In whom each several building, fitly framed together,
groweth into a holy temple in the Lord."

There was no independence, but all together formed the one temple or house
of God. "Let them make Me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them"
(Ex.25:8) was God's word concerning Israel. It is still His will that His people be
"builded together for a habitation of God in the Spirit" (Eph.2:22). To miss the
privilege of being built as a living stone into God's house is an irreparable loss
for any of God's children. May our hearts find expression in the words of the
Psalmist,—"LORD, I love the habitation of Thy house, and the place where Thy
glory dwelleth" (Ps.26:8).

G. E. HORNE.

" WHAT SHALL I DO, LORD?"AcTs 22:10.

This question breathes a spirit akin to that which characterised Paul's
Master, the Lord Jesus Christ, all the days of His sojourn on the earth. He was
ever animated by a spirit of complete devotion to God which found expression
in such words as,—"Lo, I am come...To do Thy will, O God"; or as in His
Gethsemane prayer,—"Father, if Thou be willing, remove this cup from Me:
nevertheless not My will, but Thine, be done." He also said,—"As the Father
taught Me, I speak these things. And He that sent Me is with Me; He hath not
left Me alone, for I do always the things that are pleasing to Him" (Jn 8:28,29).
Paul also was animated by a true spirit of devotedness, and the attitude of his
heart and mind was to be well-pleasing unto God. He honoured God above
many, and as God has said,— "Them that honour Me I will honour" (1
Sam.2:30). No doubt Paul will have a conspicuous place in the coming reign of
the Lord Jesus Christ. He stands out in the pages of Scripture as a splendid
example, worthy of imitation.

In Ps.29:8, we read,—"Ask of Me, and I will give Thee the nations for
Thine inheritance, And the uttermost parts of the earth for Thy possession. Thou
shalt break them with a rod of iron; Thou shalt dash them in pieces like a
potter's vessel," and in Rev.2:26 the Son of God says,—"He that overcometh,
and he that keepeth My works unto the end, to him will I give authority over the
nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron, as the vessels of the potter are
broken to shivers: as I also have received of My Father." As the Son of Man the
Lord Jesus has received authority to execute judgment (Jn 5:27), and it is clear
that He will associate the overcomers with Him in this rule.

In Rev.12:5 we read the marvellous account in symbolic language of the
woman who was with child, about to be delivered, the dragon being there ready
to devour her child. "She was delivered of a son, a man child, who is to rule all
the nations with a rod of iron:
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and her child was caught up unto God, and unto His throne." Again, in
Rev.19:11 we read,—"And I saw the heaven opened; and behold, a white horse,
and He that sat thereon, called Faithful and True; and in righteousness He doth
judge and make war," and in verse 14,—"And the armies which are in heaven
followed Him on white horses clothed in fine linen, white and pure." and in
verse 16,—"And He hath on His garment and on His thigh a name written,
KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS."

We read in Isa.32:1, "Behold, a King shall reign in righteousness, and
princes shall rule in judgement," and in Dan.7:13,14— "I saw in the night
visions, and, behold, there came with the clouds of heaven One like unto a son
of man, and He came even to the Ancient of Days, and they brought Him near
before Him (see Dan.7:9), And there was given Him dominion, and glory, and a
kingdom, that all the peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him: His
dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and His
kingdom that which shall not be destroyed." Further on in Dan.7:27 we are
told,—"And the kingdom and the dominion, and the greatness of the kingdoms
under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most
High: His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and
obey Him."

Thus does God reveal the future glories of His beloved Son, and while there
is much that will be shared by all who are His, there is also that which He will
only share with overcomers, as we have seen from Rev.2:26. Paul, we believe,
will be one of those, but the privilege is within the reach of any of us. The
power is available for the weakest that will enable him to overcome and to keep
the Lord's works to the end.

This doubtless is one of the purposes of God in saving us. It is altogether a
mistaken idea that God's only purpose in saving us was that we might never
know the eternal judgment which awaits those who die in their sins.

Through faith which is in Christ Jesus we become children of God. He
"chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy
and without blemish before Him in love: having foreordained us unto adoption
as sons through Jesus Christ unto Himself, according to the good pleasure of
His will" (Eph.1:4, 5).

This first chapter of Ephesians chiefly presents that which God has wrought
for His own good pleasure. We are united to Christ the Head by the Holy Spirit,
and are made objects of grace in the Beloved, so, in the mighty unfolding of His
great purpose we learn, according to Eph.2, that God began by giving life to us
when we were dead through our trespasses and sins. Further we read in
Eph.2:10 that "we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God afore prepared that we should walk in them."
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According to the principle set forth in the parable of Matt.25:14-30 the Lord
Jesus has graciously given us the privilege of being His servants, and as the
glorified Head it is His prerogative to give gifts unto men and in the exercise of
His sovereign authority He distributes as He sees fit, to one, five talents; to
another, two; and to another, one; to each according to his several ability. The
gifts are intended to be used for the Master. The wise servants were commended
and rewarded because they had traded with the talents and gained others. It is
our privilege as a royal priesthood to shew forth the excellencies of Him who
called us out of darkness into His marvellous light (1 Pet.2:9). Our service
should be rendered in a spirit of loving gratitude to Christ, not just out of a sense
of duty, nor for the sake of reward.

Having become sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus (Gal.3:20) God
has purposed that we should be manifested as sons with the great Son of God
Himself when He comes as King of kings and Lord of lords in His own glory
and the glory of His Father (Rom.8:19; Matt.16:27; Matt.25:31), and according
to the principle of the parable of the talents our place in that coming kingdom of
our Lord Jesus Christ will depend upon how we have used the "Talents "given
us, the diligence and faithfulness with which we have bought up our
opportunities for service.

What an incentive it should be to us to serve with zeal that we have the
prospect of being approved by the Lord Himself! Each diligent servant was set
over many things "and each entered into "The joy "of his lord.

Far be it from us to be so self satisfied as to sit down knowing that we are
saved and sure of being in heaven, and pass through life without fitting
acknowledgment of the claims upon us of the Lord who loved us and gave
Himself for us. Rather may we be found in the spirit of Isa.12 the closing words
of which are,—"Cry aloud and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for great is the
Holy One of Israel in the midst of thee." We may well speak of His mighty
works before all people, as well as declare what He hath done for our souls. Let
us always be in the attitude of asking,— "What shall I render unto the LORD for
all His benefits toward me"?

As we are daily loaded with His benefits may we utilize our mental and
physical energies and any spiritual gifts we have in seeking to glorify Him,
remembering that we are not our own, having been bought with a price, even
the precious blood of Christ.

Toronto. D. PATERSON.
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CALLED HOME.

Our beloved brother, Mr. S. J. Hill of London, fell on sleep on September
2nd, after an illness extending over a few months. He was an able exponent of
the Holy Scriptures, and for a long number of years was a regular contributor to
the pages of this magazine. His last contribution, entitled, "God fully revealed in
the Son," which appeared in the September issue, was written on his sick bed
just a few weeks prior to his departure to be with Christ. His writings will be a
fitting monument to his memory in coming generations, to such as may have
copies of the bound volumes of the magazine. But those who had the privilege
to sit under his oral ministry will ever remember him for the spiritual food he
provided at the meetings he addressed week by week in London and district. He
was possessed of singular calmness and courage in the declaration of what he
believed to be the truth of God, and he was unswerving in his loyalty to the
Lord. He had a clear mind and great facility in expressing himself, both in oral
and written ministry. In counsel he was possessed of exceptional wisdom, and
men of his own district will feel that they have lost a wise counsellor, as we all
do. As one of the Consultative Editors of this magazine his criticisms were fair
and his suggestions for the improvement of contributors' articles were helpful.
We shall miss his able and ungrudging service in this sphere also. He has passed
on to join the glorious host of the redeemed, there to await a well-earned reward
in the coming day of Christ.

THE EDITORS.

A SPECK OF DUST.
A speck of dust in the infinite space,
This world rolls on around its central sun,
And from that sun receives its daily light,
So that in light it. may in patience run.

E'en so it is with me, a speck of dust,

Once dark, now warm in Christ's sweet, perfect light,
I seek to run my race, in faith begun,

With Him my Centre evermore in sight.

I might have gone into that dark beyond,

A speck of dust in an eternal night,

Unlit, unknown, forgotten as a dream,

And passed for ever e'en from God's own sight.

But now, praise God! a son of light I am,
The brightness of His blessed face I see,
The glory of the Lord my portion is,
Now, and for a long, blest eternity.
J.M.
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THE FAITH OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST.

In the past dispensation Moses was the channel through whom God
communicated His mind and will to Israel in the giving of the law. The law of
Moses embodied legislation and principles in a detailed and comprehensive
form that governed the life and conduct of the nation of Israel, both Godward
and manward. Israel was a people not only redeemed by blood, but had been
brought into covenant relationship with God by accepting the terms of the
covenant at Sinai. They were separated from all the nations of the earth in order
that they might be a peculiar treasure unto Him, according to Ex.19:5: "Now
therefore, if ye will obey My voice indeed, and keep My covenant, then ye shall
be a peculiar treasure unto Me from among all peoples." The welfare of this
people was bound up in their observance of the words of the law, even as Moses
said unto them, "Set your heart unto all the words which I testify unto you this
day; which ye shall command your children, to observe to do all the words of
this law. For it is no vain thing for you; because it is your life" (Deut.32:46,47).
Their dwelling in the land of promise was also conditional upon their
observance of the law and obedience to all that God had commanded them. That
the law was a revelation of God's will to His people, and that it was accepted as
a perfect standard of faith and conduct, there can be no doubt, as the later
writings of the Old Testament bear sufficient witness, and nothing of all that
was afterwards spoken by God in the Scriptures of the Old Covenant revoked or
detracted from the words that were spoken through Moses, but were in perfect
harmony therewith. In all matters of dispute the appeal was to the Book of the
Law. "To the law and to the testimony! if they speak not according to this word,
surely there is no morning for them" (Isa.8:20).

In turning to the New Testament we learn from Gal.3:23 (R.V.M.), that
"before the faith came we were kept in ward under the law, shut up unto the
faith which should afterwards be revealed. So that the law hath been our tutor
unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But now that the faith is come,
we are no longer under a tutor. For ye are all sons of God, through faith, in
Christ Jesus." It is clear that the writer here contemplates the completion of the
purpose for which the law was given, God having given a further revelation of
His will which is here spoken of as "The faith." The condition of God's people
in the past is here contrasted with the saints of the present, and though many
were children of God, as truly as believers now, they did not know the nearness
and liberty of sonship, for the heir, so long as he is a child, differeth nothing
from a bondservant, though he is lord of all (Gal.4:1).

Israel has been set aside, having rejected their Messiah, the Lord Jesus
Christ. Another people became the people of God, even as the Lord said to the
Jews, "The kingdom of God shall be taken away from you, and shall be given to
a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof" (Matt.21:43), and it was concerning
such that Isaiah
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spake when he said, "Bind thou up the testimony, seal the law among My
disciples. And I will wait for the LORD, that hideth His face from the house of
Jacob, and I will look for Him." Concerning His disciples the Lord Jesus said, "I
have given them Thy word" (Jn 17:14), and, furthermore, after His resurrection
He "appeared unto them by the space of forty days...speaking the things
concerning the kingdom of God" (Acts 1:3). The work of the Lord was thus
preparatory in character and the purpose He had in view was that the kingdom
of God should be established among His disciples, which was accomplished at
Pentecost. Through the witness borne by the apostles on the day of Pentecost
many believed and were baptised; and they were added (that is, they were added
to those who were already together, about a hundred and twenty names) and
"They continued stedfastly in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the
breaking of bread and the prayers" (Acts 2:41,42). Here we see a people
together of God, answering to the nation of Israel in the past, and just as the law
was given to Israel so has the faith been given to God's New Testament people.
It is thus evident that the faith in the present answers to the law in the past, and
embodies the teaching of the Lord Jesus Christ and His apostles. It is termed
"The faith of our Lord Jesus Christ" (Jas.2:1), as the Lord Himself is here
viewed in the same relationship to the faith as was Moses to the law, and this is
in accord with the words of Heb.1:1,2," God, having of old time spoken unto
the fathers in the prophets by divers portions and in divers manners, hath at the
end of these days spoken unto us in His Son," and inasmuch as the glory of the
New Covenant and its ministry excelleth that of the Old, so also is Moses, great
and honourable though he was, eclipsed by Him of whom it is recorded, "Who
being the effulgence of His glory, and the very image of His substance, and
upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had made purification
of sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high" (Heb.1:3).

The faith is a comprehensive term, and embraces in its entirety the will of
God for His people during the present dispensation and includes many
foundation truths such as the way of salvation, redemption, atonement,
justification, sonship, baptism, the house of God, the kingdom of God,
principles of fellowship and others of kindred character.

Solomon, as a wise master builder, laid in Mount Moriah, the place of
God's choosing, a foundation of enduring strength. "And the king commanded,
and they hewed out great stones, costly stones, to lay the foundation of the
house" (1 Kgs.5:17). Upon this foundation men of old erected a structure that
for beauty and magnificence was the joy of the whole earth; and in which
Jehovah, the God of Israel, was pleased to dwell in the midst of His people.
God took pleasure in the house because it had been built according to the
pattern that had been given to David, for it was given unto him "in writing from
the hand of the LOrRD" (1 Chron.28:19). The house of God is
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no longer a material house, but a spiritual house, composed of living stones, yet
the pattern for the present is analogous to that of the past as an examination of
the apostles' teaching clearly shews.

"According to the grace of God which was given unto me, as a wise master-
builder I laid a foundation; and another buildeth thereon" (1 Cor.3:10). When
Paul went to Corinth he preached Christ and Him crucified, with the result that
"many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized...And he dwelt
there a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them" (Acts 18:8-
11). Here is the pattern of the work of God in Corinth. Disciples were first
made, then baptised, then through obedience to the truth they were "builded
together for a habitation of God in the Spirit" (Eph.2:22), and it was to these
that the words of 1 Cor.3:9 applied, "Ye are God's building." There was thus a
building in Corinth, one in Ephesus, in Colossae, Jerusalem, and other places,
each builded according to the Divine pattern, "being built upon the foundation
of the apostles and prophets (that is the apostles' teaching), Christ Jesus Himself
being the Chief Corner Stone; in whom each several building, fitly framed
together, groweth into a holy temple in the Lord" (Eph.2:20,21).

When we come to Paul's second epistle to Timothy a sad condition of things
presents itself. The great apostasy had set in, and the joy and vigour that had
been such a marked feature of the early days of divine testimony were waning
fast. Many had made shipwreck concerning the faith; they had missed the mark,
having turned aside unto vain talking. Not only had there been a marked
deterioration with regard to moral condition, but, more serious still, the very
foundations of the faith were being assailed, and the evil doctrine was spreading
like a gangrene. So pronounced and widespread did the evil become that it
became impossible to deal with the evil and cast it out, and the general
condition is likened unto that of a great house wherein vessels honourable and
dishonourable are intermingled. In the face of such widespread and deadly error,
must the truth of God be given up, and the field of battle surrendered to the
enemy? "Howbeit the firm foundation of God standeth, having this seal, The
Lord knoweth them that are His: and, Let every one that nameth the name of the
Lord depart from unrighteousness" (2 Tim.2:19). Here was the test and
touchstone for all who, no matter what the cost might be, were prepared to do
God's will, and it was to such that the call came to outpurge themselves from
that which was dishonouring to the Lord and to return to the foundation that was
according to God, in association with those who were calling on the Lord out of
a pure heart. While it is blessedly true that the Lord knows them that are His,
this has to be manifested by those who are indeed His by departing from
unrighteousness, for to continue in fellowship with those who are not giving
effect to the truth is a denial of the Lordship of Christ.

The continuity of the faith was maintained, not by apostolic succession, of
which the Scriptures know nothing, but by a succession
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of faithful men of whom Timothy was an outstanding example. In this epistle to
Timothy, his genuine child in faith, we have Paul's parting words, as he views
the end of his course; words of apostolic counsel that have a voice for us to-day,
and especially for younger men upon whom in time to come will devolve the
responsibility of maintaining the testimony. "The things which thou hast heard
from me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who
shall be able to teach others also" (2 Tim.2:2). Thus the faith has been handed
down to us, but there is the sad possibility that the precious heritage of truth that
has come to us through the course of a long and deadly struggle may on our part
be lightly esteemed. Israel were required to fight not only for possession of the
land, but also to remain in it; so also must we. We are exhorted to "fight the
good fight of the faith" (1 Tim.6:12-13), and this is seen to be associated with
witnessing for the truth, as Timothy was reminded of his confession; and further
we have the example of Him who before Pontius Pilate witnessed the good
confession (verse 13). This will bring upon us the reproach and hostility of
those who are the enemies of the truth. The world's religion has ever been the
inveterate enemy of all who have sought to witness for the truth, and will
continue to be so till it finally has its issue in that great confederation of the
religious systems called, "Babylon the great, the mother of the harlots and of the
abominations of the earth" (Rev.17:5).

Scripture does not speak of a plurality of faiths, only of "one faith"
(Eph.4:5), and it has been "once for all delivered to the saints" (Jude 1:3). In the
last book of the Old Testament the final appeal to Israel was, "Remember ye the
law of Moses My servant" (Mal.4:4). It was never repealed but remained
unchanged till that dispensation closed. So to-day the faith continues to be the
divine standard of faith and conduct and it may not be amended. Circumstances
may change, but the truth and will of God remain the same while the
dispensation lasts. Our love for the Lord Jesus will be measured by our regard
for His word, for He said, "If ye love Me, ye will keep My commandments" (Jn
14:15). HENRY DYER.

FRIENDS OF GOD OR OF THE WORLD, WHICH?

God has placed in the inspired record of His Word, the names of great men;
men whose faith and works gained them favour with Him. What we may speak
of as the honour-roll of faith is found in Heb.11.

Abraham, one of these Old Testament worthies, is called "The friend of
God," and he gained this honour by obedience and suffering in the school of
God. All who lived and walked by faith, knew what the path of obedience
entailed.

It was no easy path to the pilgrims nor did they receive earthly crowns and
laurels from men, but torture, scourgings, bonds and imprisonment. "They were
stoned, they were sawn asunder,..being destitute, afflicted, evil
entreated...wandering in deserts
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and mountains and caves, and the holes of the earth." Such is the Spirit's record
in Heb.11:37,38.

Faith was the cause of their triumphs, as they marched on through time,
each in his own generation; and as the voice of God fell upon their listening
ears their faith went into action. Their works seen outwardly spoke of faith
within.

So brightly did their faith shine as they sought to keep the lamp of
testimony burning in dark places, that God said that the world was not worthy
of them. Women too, shared in the suffering and triumph, and will share in the
rewards.

They have gone! Yet they were friends of God, and their footprints remain
in the sands of time, and the voice of the Holy Spirit inspires us to emulate their
faith.

"These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen
them and greeted them from afar, and having confessed that they were strangers
and pilgrims on the earth...wherefore God is not ashamed of them, to be called
their God; for He hath prepared for them a city" (Heb.11:13-16).

What a testimony! Should it not make us consider our ways? Are our
actions, as we move amongst men, such that God would be ashamed of us?
May it never be so!

We can picture the dying Jacob (Heb.11:21), as he blessed "The sons of
Joseph, and worshipped, leaning upon the top of his staff." As the aged
patriarch looked beyond the dark vale which time had worn so thin, what were
his thoughts?

Seventeen years before, his own testimony was, "Few and evil have been
the days of the years of my life," yet he had walked with God, in the midst of
human weakness, and God had blessed him.

As men of God, like Jacob, enter the twilight hours of their pilgrimage, and
anticipate with joy the blessed prospect of eternal rest, it is also a time for
reflection and retrospection. Could we hear their words of counsel to young
men who follow after, we are persuaded they would be an echo of the words of
Solomon, the wise preacher, "My son, give me thine heart" (Prov.23:26). Be a
friend of God!

As we read the glowing record of triumph in Heb.11 faith seems to rise
higher and higher, until in Heb.12 we reach the One who totally eclipses all
others, even—" Jesus, the Author and Perfecter of our faith" (Heb.12:2).

One thing amongst others that we learn about some of these men and
women of faith is»that their close friendship with God, as it is at all times, was
conditional upon obedience to His word and will. Those are far away in heart
from God who neglect His will, or refuse to obey His word.

We think again of Abraham, who "was called the friend of God" (Jas.2:23).
His friendship was not casual; it was deep and abiding, and was the result of
walking with God by faith.

The measure in which we walk with the Lord will determine the measure of
our knowledge of Himself and His holy ways. We fear
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the judgment seat of Christ will make manifest many who have been strangers
to His will, which will result in much eternal loss owing to their having walked
but little in His company.

God kept nothing back that was profitable from those who were His friends.
On the eve of His judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah, He said, "Shall I hide
from Abraham that which I do? "Ere the judgment fell, Abraham was fully
conversant with the visitation of wrath; so intimate was his friendship that he
even pleaded with God to spare the cities for the sake of the righteous therein.

Of Moses also it is recorded in Ex.33:11-23, that the LORD spake unto him
face to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend. His friendship with God is also
seen in his unique request to the LORD in verse 18, "Shew me, I pray Thee, Thy
glory." How near God came to His faithful servant is seen in the words, "I will
put thee in a cleft of the rock, and will cover thee with My hand until I have
passed by: and I will take away Mine hand, and thou shalt see My back: but My
face shall not be seen"! (verses 22 and 23).

We pass on through time in our thoughts to the night of the betrayal (Jn 13).
The Lord Jesus was alone with the disciples, Judas being present with them.
Judas had witnessed the Master's act of lowly service, in washing their feet, and
heard the message as to its meaning. He had accompanied the Lord in His
ministry and he was as near to Him as the prophetic words of Ps.41:9
indicate,—" Yea, mine own familiar friend in whom I trusted." The words
which follow indicate that on Judas's part it was not true friendship, for he lifted
up his heel against the Lord.

The sin of covetousness had such complete control of Judas, that for a
paltry thirty pieces of silver he was prepared to sell the Prince of Life into the
hands of wicked men. As he left the little company in the upper room that night,
it was to complete his bargain, and to gratify his insatiable greed for earthly
gain. He sold the Lord, but he little realized that he had also sold himself, and
that a lost eternity without Christ lay before him. Poor Judas, his false
friendship with the Lord ended that night for ever! He left this scene without his
ill-gotten gain, and entered eternity without a Saviour.

In Jn 15. we read the Lord's message to the eleven, and amongst the many
things He said, what is recorded in Jn 15:14 claims our attention,—" Ye are My
friends, if ye do the things which I command you." Here again friendship is
conditional upon obedience.

He further revealed in verse 15 the position of servants as compared with
that of friends. "No longer do I call you servants; for the servant knoweth not
what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I heard
from My Father I have made known unto you." Just as God disclosed His
purposes to Abraham, so the Lord makes known to the disciples all things that
He heard from the Father.

It is still the Spirit's delight to reveal the secrets of the Father's will to those
who are the Lord's friends.

Vancouver. (To be continued). R. ARMSTRONG.

1943-121



THE CROSS OF CHRIST.

Prophets from time immemorial, by pen and lip, have expressed their
thoughts touching this ever blessed theme. Its shadows, from earliest times, are
seen in type in the sacred Scriptures.

The unutterable sufferings of the Saviour, known unto God from the
beginning, are revealed through His servants who "searched diligently...what
time or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did point
unto, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glories that
should follow them" (1 Pet.1:10,11). They wrote in awe-inspiring anticipation
of the most dreadful event the world has ever known,—the atoning death of the
Son of God who had become Man. See Ps.22 and Ps.69 and remember that
these were written about 1,000 years previous to the crucifixion of Christ.

When we read the wondrous record, in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John
surely our hearts and minds cannot but be impressed by the concise yet
immense detail the Holy Spirit gives of the death of the Lord Jesus, and the sad
events connected with it. If the fall of man and his exceeding sinfulness had not
been established previously, it would have been proved incontrovertibly at the
Cross.

At the end of the Lord's devoted life on earth, when all around Him was
changing, and even friends (who are so dear in the closing moments of life) had
forsaken Him, no change was found in Him. On the Cross He is still the same:
"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and to-day, yea and for ever" (Heb.13:8).

Here we see the vilest hatred pitted against perfect love; the heart of man
revealed at its deepest depth of sin. On the other hand, in the One upon the
Cross we see displayed in its meridian splendour the wondrous love of the
Triune God.

The sad scene seemed relieved for a time only by the presence of Mary, the
mother of Jesus, with John and other women. Even the comfort of one so dear
to Him as Mary was He foregoes, thus sparing her and John the sight of further
indignities put upon Him. How truly were the words of Simeon fulfilled in
Mary's experience as she stood before the Cross, "Yea and a sword shall pierce
through thine own soul; that thoughts out of many hearts may be revealed"
(Lk.2:35)!

The inspired record leaves no room to doubt that the world was fully
represented at the Cross. The words are significant, "And the people stood
beholding" (Lk.23:35).

Are not the people still just "beholding"? And is not the reason that the
people are just "beholding" and not "believing" to some extent due to our lack
of love to the Lord Jesus, so that we are unable to interpret to them as we
should the glorious message of the Cross? As if to exempt none Matthew notes
that "They that passed by railed on Him, wagging their heads" (Matt.27:39).
Every man,
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sooner or later must have to do with the Man who once hung upon the Cross
(Phil.2:10,11). The Holy Spirit has graphically portrayed the death of God's
beloved Son upon the dark background of man's sin. In the face of Calvary how
irrefutable are the words of Rom.5:20—"But where sin abounded, grace did
abound more exceedingly"! In the scoffing rulers have we not truly represented
the so-called religious world in its real attitude to God and His Christ?
(Lk.23:35). They admitted the Lord's power to save others, but challenged Him
to save Himself. They were the custodians of the divine oracles, but were
blinded by sin and hatred, closing their hearts even to the end against the
overwhelming evidence that He on the middle cross was none other than the
Christ of God, His Holy Servant. Is the attitude of corrupt Christendom anything
different to-day? Has there ever been a time when the Deity of the Lord Jesus
was denied more than it is to-day? The Man of Sorrows is much eulogised for
His virtuous life and as an Example worthy of imitation, but how rarely is He set
forth as Paul wrote of Him to Titus —" Our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ"
(Tit.2:13 R.V.)!
(To be continued.) T. RYLANCE.

"MY SOUL THIRSTETH FOR THEE." Ps.63:1.

Out in a desert land, far from my home,

My soul has wandered oft, and as I roam

On barren mountains, bleak and cold and bare,
Where water scarce is found, and pasture's rare,

I think of days of sunshine and of rain,

And wonder if they e'er will come again.

My soul doth thirst, with thirst I scarce can bear,
Who for my longing, thirsty soul dost care?

In this parched land, wherein I now do dwell

I long to drink again of Bethlehem's well.

When Christ the Saviour came from heav'n above,
To manifest the Father's boundless love,

From Him the streams of life did flow apace,

That all might drink and live, through sov'reign grace.
By this sweet Fountain, let my soul remain;

There let me drink and drink again.

That I my pilgrim journey may pursue

Along the rugged path, God's will to do.
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Midst conflict, storm, and sorrow and distress
My onward, upward, homeward way I press.

'Gainst Satan's fierce temptations and earth's woe
Along the narrow path my feet must go,
Misunderstood by many all around,

Who spread their nets, and seek me to confound.
"Tis all unfriendly, this dark world of sin,

To those who would the heavenly triumph win.
Nought that this world may give will satisfy

My longing, thirsty soul, and so I cry

To God, my God,- in this poor, weary land,
Lead me to Love's clear Fountain with Thy hand,
To Calv'ry's fountain draw my soul anew.

He oft has softly whispered, "'Tis for you,"

For from the riven Rock clear waters flow.

'Tis riv'n for me, that I His peace may know.

My soul's delight! that glorious work complete,
Thither would I direct my wandering feet,

There would I sit, and there my Saviour view,
There quench my thirst, and thus my strength renew.
It is enough—He died; He rose; He lives;

Turns dark to light, and sweet for bitter gives.
Thy matchless grace, which is so full and free,
Has drawn my soul, with longing after Thee—
Thy glorious Person and Thy wondrous love.
This aching heart cries out to Thee above,

'"Tis only Thee, my God, can'st satisfy.

My yearnings Thou alone can'st pacify.

How often then, I wish the journey o'er

That I may be with Thee for evermore.

When at the last, my journey is complete,

And He and I in yon bright glory meet,

I'll praise Him for the Elim springs below,

And never from His presence will I go.

I'll rest, and rest for ever, in that home,

And nevermore on barren mountains roam.

The blessed Fount of living waters He—

Unfailing springs, for all eternity! F. MCCORMICK.

1943-124



THE KING'S SON.
Read 2 Kgs.11.

"Now when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she
arose and destroyed all the seed royal." The young child Joash, whose name
means "Jehovah gave," the only one to escape, was hid in the house of the LORD
and protected from the wicked Athaliah for six years, while she reigned over the
land. Lawless, wicked deeds characterised those days of departure from God
and His truth. Judah, no longer walking in the fear of the LORD, had sunk almost
as low as Israel in transgressing the Law of Jehovah. The house of God, in those
lawless times, proved to be a safe place wherein the heir could be hid and cared
for by loving hearts and hands. It was therefore the one place for him to be seen
and known in order to be crowned. He must now be given his rightful place and
no longer be hidden.

To bring this about, Jehoiada. whose name means "Jehovah knows," firstly
strengthened himself, and then got into touch with others in whom he confided.

The story of how the king's son had been so wonderfully preserved, and was
to be seen in the house of God, stirred them as nothing else could.

It kindled within them a desire not only to see him, but to give him the
place which was his by right.

And Jehoiada "made a covenant with them, and took an oath of them in the
house of the LORD, and showed them the king's son." To see and know him
were enough. The sight touched and thrilled their hearts as they gazed on him
whom Jehovah gave to be their king. "Behold," said Jehoiada, "The king's son
shall reign, as the LORD hath spoken concerning the sons of David" (2
Chron.23:8). They were determined that he should be given his true place; no
longer should the wicked Athaliah be allowed to reign; and there, within the
house of God, they dedicated themselves to be rid of this wicked woman with
her lawless deeds.

Brave words, needful as they are to rouse men to action, are not enough.
Deeds, as well as words, are needed if the solemn covenant entered into with
Him "who knows" is to be carried into effect. And so, from the armoury of
David weapons are chosen which had proved their worth in many a hard fought
battle with the enemy, weapons which rang true, and which when handled
aright were known to be powerful in both offence and defence. Thus armed they
take their appointed places to guard the house and the king's son against danger
from without and possible defection from within.

The Gate of Sur (Sur means "Turning aside") has to be watched, for here no
doubt is to be seen an ever present danger from within. "Then he brought out
the king's son, and put upon him the crown and the testimony; and they made
him king, and anointed him; and
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they clapped their hands and said, Let the king live" (2 Kgs.11:12, R.V.M.).
"And Jehoiada made a covenant between the LORD and the king and the people,
that they should be the LORD'S people" (verse 17).

Shall we now try to use in another direction this portion of the Word of God
on which we have briefly commented? The covenant, into which we have
entered with Him who knows, demands that He who is both Lord and Christ
should be given the paramount place in our midst. He must not be hid, and the
House of God is the place where God expects Him continually to be seen and
known as Lord.

How, you ask, is this to be done? The answer can be given in few words,
but it is when we attempt to translate this answer into deeds that we so often
fail.

We must sanctify Christ in our hearts as Lord.

The measure in which we individually live Christ will be the measure in
which He will be seen in and through us. "If ye love Me, ye will keep My
commandments" (Jn 14:15). To keep His commandments is to live (Prov.4:4),
and all His commandments are sure (Ps.111:7 A.V.). To see and know Him
whom God has made both Lord and Christ, and to whom we owe everything for
time and eternity, are surely enough. He must and will reign. Such love as His
love to us demands our hearts, our lives, our all.

"The plot of lentils," no matter how small or insignificant it may appear to
others, must be held. It belongs to David's Lord and cannot be handed over to
the enemy. We cannot give it up and remain loyal to Him. Truths that we are
assured of, such as the house of God and kindred truths associated with God's
habitation on earth, must be constantly protected against any raids made upon
them. Our spiritual fathers "have not followed cunningly devised fables "when
making known these truths to us.

There is no mystery in the New Testament about the church and churches of
God, the fellowship of these assemblies with each other and their constitution
and government.

The spiritual house of God, consisting of the assemblies of God, is clearly
shown to be the one place where He, who is Son over God's house, is also to be
seen and known as Lord. It is here that the child of God who, like Mary
Magdalene, desires to know where the Lord is, can find Him. We must defend
the sacred heritage handed down to us, and seek to give Him His true place in
the midst. Truth has to be affirmed constantly and confidently (Tit.3:8), and the
fight to hold Zion never ceases. So from the armoury of our David we must
continue to draw those weapons which have proved their worth in every hard
fought battle for the truth. The Word of God, when rightly divided and handled
aright, never rings other than true, and is all-powerful in defence and offence
against the enemy. The Gate of Sur must be carefully watched lest any should
"break rank "from
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"within" and seek "The without," where lawlessness in its many different forms
abounds. The inherent tendency of the flesh within us is "To turn aside," and
only by clinging to God and to the Word of His grace can we be kept from
making shipwreck of the faith. Failure there has been, and He knows all about it,
and the nature and cause of it. But while we humbly confess this before Him
who is plenteous in mercy, do not let our own failure or the failures of others put
us out of the fight, even though we feel with Job that we are of small account
(Job 40:4). A man can fail many a time, but he truly shows his failure when, like
Saul, he begins to blame somebody else.

The mariner, gazing at the stars so high above that he can never reach them,
nevertheless shapes and steers his course by them. Stumbling tends to make us
watch our steps, lest we should have a fall by the way, but even a fall may
sometimes cause the warrior the better to carry on the fight. Thus while we
journey on our Lord to meet, let our hearts live in the power and enjoyment of
that abundant life which He came to give (Jn 10:10).

Then indeed will "The heart of the Community live," and the King's Son
reign supreme in the midst of that which is of Himself. Hitherto hath the Lord
helped us, for, good is the God we adore. We praise Him for all that is past, and
as we humbly walk before Him, let us trust Him for all that is to come.

New Zealand. JAMES BROWN.

NOTES OF AN ADDRESS BY MR. S. J. HILL.

"If ye abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatsoever ye will, and
it shall be done unto you" (Jn 15:7). A certain condition is laid down with
almost unlimited promise. Here is what the life of a believer should be: abiding
in Him and His words abiding in us. It is like the relationship between prayer
and the word of God. His word abiding in us supplies the channel of His
blessing, which is essential in the Christian life. We look up and receive.
Railway trucks go to the colliery empty and come back loaded, they go where
coal or other commodity is to be obtained. Here we have the position of the
believer, like an empty truck he lays himself out and God supplies the need. The
Lord Jesus might have seen a vine when He left that place and such would give
Him a topic for His speech. "I am the true Vine." You of yourself can produce
nothing. I have the life. "If ye abide in Me, and My words abide in you," and so
on; we have here the intimate relationship between the word of God and prayer;
there is the asking and the receiving. Jn 15 has a particular reference to the
believer. The vine is a simple picture shewing that we must get down to the
essentials. It is right to come to meetings, but one may come and starve, one
may be as an empty shell. Don't rest upon meetings, we must have direct daily
abiding in Him and His words in us if we are to succeed spiritually.
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In Acts 20:30 the Apostle, speaking to leading men of the assembly, tells
them of the dangers ahead, of troublous times to come, but, he says, "I commend
you to God, and to the word of His grace." Does this only apply to guides? It is
necessary to every believer. We may be in different circumstances, but we have
the same resources, —" God and the word of His grace." Not God apart from the
word of His grace, but God and the word of His grace. This finds its expression
in prayer. Do not imagine that God is not equal to the times we are living in. He
is not dead in the twentieth century. The times may change, we change also, but
the word still remains, "I commend you to God, and to the word of His grace."
Our life should consist of true things such as prayer. God is nothing to the man
who does not pray. Prayer is the soul's sincere desire, so that undoubtedly the
man who does not pray does not reach God. God is no good to him in that sense.
The Apostle means, get down on your knees in prayer to God. "Behold he
prayeth," is a sure sign. "In the morning will I order my prayer unto Thee, and
will keep watch " (Ps.5:3). The prayerless are also the godless, but he that prays
reaches God. Here is the true attitude, and if we rightly pray we shall open our
mouths and ears at the same time. The man who really prays really hears. God is
not a dumb God. "He that formed the ear shall He not hear?" The Corinthians at
one time worshipped dumb idols (1 Cor.12:2), but is it so with us? It is a terrible
thing when a man prays and God does not answer him. Saul cried unto God, but
received no answer. He tried several ways to reach God, but had to confess that
he got no answer. God had left him. 'Tis an appalling condition, to be without
God and without hope in the world. A railway has an up and a down line, so we
who know God have an up line to God and a down line to man. Keep clear the up
and the down communion with God; it is the whole life of the believer. "I
commend you to God, and to the word of His grace." The believer has got a
mouth and an ear, are we using our mouths and do we use our ears? Isaiah says,
"Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall:
but they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up
with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; they shall walk, and not
faint" (Isaiah 40:30,31). What is waiting upon the LORD? Is it in the cry, "Lord
have mercy upon us?" Prayer is not solely proffering requests, but to wait on the
Lord we must put ourselves in the attitude to receive. Read Ps.28:1. Here the
parallel is very remarkable. How wonderful! "My Rock, be not Thou deaf unto
me: lest, if Thou be silent." Do not close Thy mouth lest I become like them that
go down into the pit. We have got eyes, ears and a mouth; we can talk to God and
He to us, and that is the whole life of a believer. Oh that we might increasingly
think of God in that way! We need to hear God's voice and should not be content
merely to pray, but as we speak expect to hear some words from Him, lest our
prayers become mechanical. There are such things as praying machines which
satisfy man, but not
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God. God speaks through His word and we can only hear when we are in that
quiet listening attitude. We need quietness of spirit in waiting upon God. Some
people do not always see, some do not always hear, but it is an awful thing when
God is deaf to a man, that man is as one dead while he lives. When God spoke to
Moses concerning His Tabernacle He told him exactly how to make the different
parts, the boards for the house and the coverings, and, "Thou shalt make a
mercy-seat" (Ex.25:17). "And there I will meet with thee, and I will commune
with thee from above the mercy-seat." It was there Moses heard God speaking
and there held communion with God. Moses was not blindly depending on his
own thoughts and ideas, but he heard God speaking. It was that voice of which it
is said in Heb.4:12, "For the word of God is living, and active, and sharper than
any two-edged sword, and piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of
both joints and marrow, and quick to discern the thoughts and intents of the
heart." It is something to believe that the Bible is the word of God. Many people
believe that God has spoken, but do not believe that He speaks. The word of God
is living and active, and it is still speaking by the Spirit of God to the hearts of
men. It is a wonderful word and can perform the most delicate operations; it can
go where no human instrument can go, it can even divide the soul from the spirit
which is a very fine operation. "Both joints and marrow"—this might be taken
figuratively, marrow is inward life of the bones by which the bones are
nourished. Joints suggest actions. What actions find strength in God and what in
ourselves? There is a secret motive that prompts our thoughts. Are we prompted
by the word of God? This is a solemn question. Having in view the searching
power of God's word we have a great High Priest, Jesus the Son of God, so let us
hold fast our confession (Heb.4:14-16). Those under the power of God's word
and such as receive Him have a sure resource at the throne of grace. Thither we
can draw near at all times and as we speak to God He will speak to us. Let us
therefore ever come in that spirit knowing that God has got an ear, so we speak,
He has got a mouth, so we hear. "If ye abide in Me, and My words abide in you,
ask whatsoever ye will, and it shall be done unto you." The Lord does not give a
blank cheque to fill in. It is the one who truly abides in Him, and who also has
the Lord Jesus' words abiding within, who is truly in submission to the will of
God. True Christian life consists of looking up to God in the attitude that as we
speak to Him so He will speak to us. Let us ever cultivate the knowledge that
God has got an ear and He has got a mouth.

THE CROSS OF CHRIST
(Continued from page 123.)

How sad it is that, after almost two thousand years since the death of Christ,
corrupt Christendom should still be setting forth its multitudinous, erroneous
ways of salvation!
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It is not to be wondered at that in a future day an alliance will be formed
between this spurious religious system and the Beast of Rev.17, the great
dictator who shall yet arise and eventually be ranged against the Lamb in
unsuccessful conflict (Rev.17:14; Ps.2.). Surely the lesson here for the people of
God is unmistakable! The great harlot will be a trafficker in most commodities,
and even souls will not be exempt (Rev.13.). There is an abundance of pomp
and ritual, but. both in word and deed the Man of Calvary and His atoning work
are set aside. As the soldiers mocked Him their cry was, "If Thou art the King of
the Jews, save Thyself" (Lk.23:36,37). They thought they could afford to scoff
at a King dying, nailed to a cross and unable to save Himself.

Little do men know, in every walk of life, especially in their prime (as
soldiers must be), how deep is their need as lost sinners, and consequently they
do not appreciate the value of the Saviour and His atoning work.

"Himself He could not save,
Love's stream too deeply flowed,
In love Himself He gave

To pay the debt we owed "

aptly tells of Him.

The strong may mock at the Lord Jesus giving His life in abject shame and
sorrow, but that will continue for a short time only. One of the characteristics of
the end of this age is that mockers will arise; but the scene is destined soon to be
changed, for the One who was the central Object of derision on the middle cross
(probably specially chosen) has been raised from the dead and is alive for
evermore, seated at the right hand of the throne of God. By and by it will be His
turn to mock (Ps.2.), for all shall be judged by Him (Jn 5:27). All living in
rebellion shall be punished when He comes to reign on the earth. Happy indeed
are those who have seen in Him their Salvation, for of them He has said that
they shall not come into judgment (Jn 5:24)!

As we consider further this sacred theme of the Cross we find that even the
robbers who were crucified with Christ reproached Him (Matt.27:44), but later
on one of them became assured that the Lord Jesus was the true Messiah, and
this he declared when he said—-" Jesus, remember me when Thou comest in
Thy kingdom" (Lk.23:42).

To such appeals Christ is every ready to respond and so, instead of this man
dying a hopeless death, he had assurance from Him whose words shall not pass
away that that very day he would be with Him in Paradise.

Men still seek to dictate to God in regard to His salvation, little realising that
the word of salvation is close at hand, as Rom.10:8,9 tell us—" The word is nigh
thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart:
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that is, the word of faith, which we preach: because if thou shalt confess with
thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thy heart that God raised Him
from the dead, thou shalt be saved."

The many around the cross might scoff and mock, but that man
acknowledged his own sinfulness, rebuked his fellow for railing on Christ,
attested the Lord's innocence and acknowledged His kingly claims. Is not this
happy incident graphically foretold in the words of Isaiah 53:10,11,—"He shall
see His seed...He shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied "?
How beautifully it illustrates the simplicity of God's way of salvation, a
salvation which meets man's deepest need! How it harmonises with the gracious
assurance given by the Lord Jesus Himself,—"Him that cometh to Me I will in
no wise cast out" (Jn 6:37)! The Saviour's response to the man's appeal is
worthy of the God of love whom He had come to tell out. Here was a man on
the brink of a hopeless death, yet the next moment, when he believed on Christ,
he could look forward with confidence soon to being with his Saviour in
Paradise.

Truly God's thoughts are not man's thoughts, and neither are man's ways
God's ways (Isaiah 55:8)! Well do we sing:—

"Great God of wonders, all Thy ways
Are worthy of Thyself, divine,

But the bright glories of Thy grace
Beyond Thine other wonders shine.
Who is a pardoning God like Thee,
Or who hath grace so rich and free? "

Although, in the varied companies of the Jews that stood around the cross,
there were few who sympathised with the Saviour, it only fulfilled another
marvellous prophecy (Ps.88:18). For the space of three hours God veiled that
awful scene in supernatural darkness, not indeed to ease the lone Sufferer's pain,
but to hide that sacred visage from the gaze of men while He "laid upon Him the
iniquity of us all" (Isaiah 53:6).

"Well might the sun in darkness hide,
And shut its glories in,
When the incarnate Maker died
For man, His creature's sin."
In that changing scene the Lord alone remained unchanged. "I Jehovah

change not" (Mal.3:6); "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and to-day, yea and
for ever" (Heb.13:8).

Ere He laid down His life and dismissed His spirit He cried with a loud
voice, not the voice of the conquered, but the voice of the Conqueror,—"IT IS
FINISHED." None but God can know fully the wonders of the work of Christ
and Him crucified, a work which enables Him to be "The Justifier of him that
hath faith in Jesus" (Rom.3:26).
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The record of the Cross provides an endless, devotional study of an
immeasurable love, "The love of Christ which passeth knowledge"
(Eph.3:18,19).

In the time of Job's great sorrow there were those who came to bemoan him
and comfort him and who, in silent sympathy, sat down with him upon the
ground for seven days and seven nights, but in the deeper sorrow, the greater
suffering of the Saviour, He had to say,—-

"I looked for some to take pity, but there

was none;

And for comforters, but I found none"
(Ps.69:20).

It has been fittingly said—
"Oh! for such love, let rock and hills
Their lasting silence break."

T. RYLANCE.
(To be continued).

FRIENDS OF GOD OR OF THE WORLD, WHICH?
(Continued from page 121.)
One of the Lord's commandments to His disciples was to love one
another—"This is My commandment that ye love one another" (Jn 15:12), and
in Jn 13:34 He speaks of this as "a new commandment."

To press home the need for love one towards the other was uppermost in the
Lord's mind that night, as He was preparing the disciples for days that lay
ahead. He well knew the progress of iniquity would bring about the condition of
which he had spoken earlier. "Because iniquity shall be multiplied the love of
many shall wax cold."

Has the "new commandment "gripped our souls? How barren and unfruitful
is a life without the warmth of love! How true that without it there is nothing for
God! It is sadly possible for a believer's life to be like a tree with plenty of
leaves, but no fruit. Love is a fruit of the Spirit:1 Cor.13:3 tells us if we give our
body to be burned and have not love, it counts for nought with God.

Love is a true mark of discipleship, and it is also a token of that blessed
friendship with the Lord which we do well to seek after, Do we know the new
commandment? Blessed are we if we do it!

Another aspect of friendship is referred to in Jas.4:4, "Know ye not that the
friendship of the world is enmity with God? Whosoever therefore would be a
friend of the world maketh himself an enemy of God."
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The god of this age offers much to attract the eye. He is seeking to draw
disciples away from the ways which be in Christ. May the words of warning in
James reach our hearts, and, in so doing, cause us to realize that compromise or
friendship with this present evil world constitutes a serious menace to spiritual
life. How easy for young disciples to become ensnared in the things of the
world! Amusements, sports, ungodly radio programmes, wrong kinds of
literature and companionship with the unsaved are some of the many things
harmful to spiritual growth.

A strong tide of worldliness is sweeping in upon God's children. Even amid
the alarms of war the world is pleasure mad, and its effects may even be seen on
some "within." We must either be yoked with Christ or the world. There is
nothing between.

Let us speak to the heart about these vital matters, beloved, and in
considering the Spirit's words through James, may we realize that the things of
God and the things of the world cannot be mingled. The Lord Himself said, "No
man can serve two masters" (Matt.6:24).

May we lay to heart the words:—

"Nay, world, I turn away though thou seem fair and good;

That friendly outstretched hand of thine is stained with Jesus' blood.

If, in thy least device I stoop to take a part,

All unaware, thine influence steals God's presence from my heart."

It is indeed time for stock taking and heart searching when we learn with
sadness of young disciples finding themselves in places where God's name is
never praised. Young Christian! can you take part with a world that crucified
your Lord? May all our hearts be loyal and true to Him, and "Let us go forth
unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach" (Heb.13:13).

The young seek companions and friendship, and in so doing it is well if they
be able to say with the psalmist, "I am a companion of all them that fear Thee"
(Ps.119:63). How often promising lives have been rendered useless by wrong
companionships!

We remember Dinah, the daughter of Jacob, who, with every good
intention, ventured out one day to see the daughters of the land (Gen.34.). We
read of her sad misfortune, and of its serious and far reaching effects in the day
when Jacob's sons took up the sword for revenge.

This and many other instances in the history of God's people show the grief
and sorrow which have been occasioned by wrong companionships and the
contracting of the unequal yoke, and we in our time still have the plain teaching
of New Testament Scriptures which warn of these dangers. The devil seeks to
separate what God has joined, and to join what God has separated. May we be a
separated people in practice as well as in name!
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We are constrained to speak also of the weighty responsibility of parents
towards children. The wilful desires of youth seek a way in the world, and such
tendencies are often manifested at an early age. The wonderful example of the
mother and grandmother of Timothy, we fear, is not always imitated in our day.
The prayerful reading of the Scriptures with our young is often sadly neglected,
which is truly a mark of backsliding in these last days.

May parents be aroused to realize that no effort should be thought too great
to make so that their young may be instructed in the ways of the Lord, and to
choose proper companions, lest they be led astray.

Let us seek a right way for our young, and pray that they will be the men
and women of to-morrow for the house of God.

As a concluding appeal in these remarks about friendship, we would speak
again of the Lord Jesus, the "Friend that sticketh closer than a brother," and may
He become to each one a "Companion and familiar Friend."

If we would learn more of Christ, and grow more like Him in grace, then
we must be often in His company, and often speaking about Him. Then we shall
more fully understand the meaning of His words, "Ye are My friends."

Vancouver. R. ARMSTRONG.

FAITHFULNESS.

In 2 Kgs.12:15 we find a few words written concerning certain men, and
though the words are few they are both precious and important. The words are
"They dealt faithfully." It is unquestionable that in the divine standard of values
faithfulness has a very high place. It is something that is true of God Himself.
Both to His people Israel of old and to His gathered people of this dispensation
God has revealed Himself as the God who is faithful. And He delights to see
faithfulness in His people. God saved us, not merely to deliver us from eternal
judgment. That itself is much. But He saved us that He might have a people to
whom He could commit the sacred trust of divine truth, that it might be held,
taught and practised. Paul, when writing to the Corinthians, stated the important
truth, "Let a man so account of us, as of ministers of Christ, and stewards of the
mysteries of God. Here, moreover, it is required in stewards, that a man be
found faithful." Faithfulness is the great requisite in stewardship. An unfaithful
steward can be but a grief and disappointment to him who appoints him. And so
it is in the things of God. What grief and sorrow we must cause by our
unfaithfulness! May we be stirred by reflecting upon the teaching of such words
as, "His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been
faithful over a few things, I will set thee over many things: enter thou into the
joy of thy lord."

JOHN DRAIN.
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WORSHIP AND UNITY.

WORSHIP.

" O come, let us worship and bow down; Let us kneel
before the LORD our Maker: For He is our God,
And we are the people of His pasture, and the sheep

of His hand." (Ps.95:6)

So wrote the Psalmist as he in the Spirit thought of his God. "He is our God,
and we are the people of His pasture." How expressive this is! We belong to
Him. It is He who sustains us, giving us richly all things to enjoy. Even more
than this, we are the sheep of His hand and He Himself cares for and tends us.
He not only provides pasture, but personally attends to our needs.

Surely every honest heart will echo the words of the Psalmist,— "O come,
let us worship and bow down "! God seeks worshippers (Jn 4:23). His heart
longs after us, as ours should long after Him. It is not that He needs anything
that we can give Him, for indeed we cannot give Him anything unless He first
gives to us. All things come from Him, and if we give Him anything, it is but
giving Him His own.

What is worship? Worship is the bowing of the spirit. Worship is not
thanksgiving, though thanksgiving is related to worship. "It is a good thing to
give thanks unto the LORD" (Ps.92:1). In true worship there is the heart's
adoration of Him before whom we bow. "God is a Spirit: and they that worship
Him must worship in spirit and truth" (Jn 4:21). It is only as our spirits are
bowed before Him that we truly worship God who is a Spirit. We may kneel
before Him and yet our spirits may not be adoring Him. We may bow our heads
and yet our hearts may not be bowed in His presence. Yet when our hearts are
bowed before Him, it is comely to adopt a reverential attitude before the LORD
our Maker.

Sometimes we feel on Lord's day morning, that though we may have said
much in thanksgiving, yet something has been lacking; and again there may
have been seasons when, though thanksgivings were brief, there was a sense of
the presence of God, as expressed in the lines—

"While every heart before the throne,
In holy solemn awe is bowed."

What is the lack when we sometimes come together, and yet do not realise
the nearness to God for which we long? Is it not the lack of worship? Better far
to. have a few words from an adoring heart, from a spirit which is truly bowed
before God, than much thanksgiving when, perhaps, the heart is occupied with
other things.

What will beget worship in us? What will cause our spirits to bow before
God? What will deliver us from thinking of ourselves and our own interests?
What but the knowledge of Himself, to know that we are His? We belong to
Him.
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We should say to earthly things at times, as Abraham said to his servants,
Abide ye here...while we go yonder and worship. It is the bowing of our spirits
to God which can make our comings together truly hallowed experiences.

UNITY.

"Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in
unity!" (Ps.133).

Very plainly the Psalmist by the Spirit directs our hearts to the blessing of
unity among brethren. We can all testify to the pleasantness of unity. How much
stronger we are in the Lord's service when we are one in heart and soul! Unity
among brethren is more than pleasant, it brings with it the blessing of the Lord.
It is like the precious anointing oil upon the head of Aaron, and like the dew of
Hermon, which came down upon the mountains of Zion. There the LORD had
commanded the blessing.

We are very thankful for the measure of oneness in the doctrine which the
Lord has granted. For the truth in connection with baptism, the breaking of the
bread, the Church, which is the Body of Christ, and the Churches of God; for
giving us a knowledge of His house, and a place in it, we are deeply thankful.
Yet though united in our understanding of these truths, and in giving effect to
them (for God has wrought in the hearts of His servants to give effect to His
revealed will), we may, and do lack much blessing when we fail to rise to a
fuller measure of unity as seen in Ps.133.

Here we see brethren, not only dwelling together, but dwelling together in
unity, and the blessing of the LORD is upon them. Of the disciples in early days
we read, that they "were of one heart and soul" (Acts 4:32). A blessed condition
indeed! The result was that "with great power gave the apostles their
witness...and great grace was upon them all." There indeed the Lord
commanded the blessing.

How much the work of God is hindered, how many assemblies of God are
weakened by the lack of unity! Sometimes it is sadly lacking even in small
assemblies, where all are needed for the work of the Lord. How subtle are the
workings of the Adversary! for well he knows this secret of Divine blessing.
Sometimes a grudge is held against a brother, or perhaps we fail to love one
another from our hearts, or again, we may fail to manifest a forgiving spirit, or
yet again it may be we lack meekness and humility,—those lovely, Christlike
traits. Are not these among the things which hinder greater unity, and hindering
unity they hold back the blessing of God? Better far to have two serving the
Lord of one mind, than many serving with many minds. Think of the power that
is in the Lord's word when He said, "If two of you shall agree on earth as
touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of My Father
which is in heaven" (Matt.18:19)!
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How then shall this unity be attained by us? we in whom there is diversity
in many ways, how but by having the mind which was in Christ Jesus? We
think of the words of the apostle Paul, "If there is therefore any comfort in
Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any tender
mercies and compassions, fulfil ye my joy, that ye be of the same mind, having
the same love, being of one accord, of one mind...Have this mind in you, which
was also in Christ Jesus" (Phil.2:1,2,5). He was a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and
as he lay in prison, no longer able to visit them, the great desire for their well-
being filled his heart. It would give him joy to hear that, they were of the same
mind, having the same love.

May the Lord give us grace to search our hearts, and if we find there any
unworthy thoughts of self-esteem, may we look off afresh to Him, who
"humbled Himself, becoming obedient even unto death, yea, the death of the
cross," so that esteeming each other better than ourselves, we may dwell
together in unity, and then indeed will God command the blessing.

G. JARVIE.

THE EFFECT OF TESTIMONY.

In Songs 5:9 a question is asked, "What is thy Beloved more than another
beloved "? The daughters of Jerusalem, who asked the question, had not beheld
in the Bridegroom what this ardent lover saw. Literally they said, "What is He
more than anyone else." Alas! they saw no beauty in Him that they should
desire Him.

How different with the one who loved Him! Her speedy response to the
question is found in Songs 5:10-16, and we observe that, while she seized the
opportunity to proclaim "His excellencies," He was hidden from her view. She
had become so well acquainted with Him from long, close companionship, that
she did not hesitate to describe fully His beauty from head to feet. His
appearance was fresh in her memory.

She began by saying His head is as "the most fine gold," and finished by
declaring, as though language to describe Him adequately had failed, "He is
altogether lovely."

So complete, convincing and powerful was her testimony, summed up in
these beautiful words, that the daughters who had put the question now had an
earnest desire to know where He was, that they might seek Him too (Songs
6:1).

May we learn the lesson well. Do we know Him as she did? Do we keep
close companionship with the eternal Lover of our souls day by day? Even
though we see Him not, do we rejoice with joy unspeakable in Him as God's
"unspeakable Gift "? Can we describe Him thus that, as we present Him in all
His beauty, others will be drawn to Him also?

" This is my Beloved, and this is my Friend."

Vancouver. R. ARMSTRONG.
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A FRAGMENT.

Before He came down from heaven to earth it was written of the Lord Jesus
by the prophet Isaiah,—" When we see Him, there is no beauty that we should
desire Him" (Isa.53:2), whilst in Zech.11:13 we also read,—"I took the thirty
pieces of silver, and cast them unto the potter, in the house of the LORD." Is it
not a striking evidence of man's perverted judgment and of the inerrancy of such
prophetic words as the foregoing that Judas Iscariot could obtain from the chief
priests of the Jews no larger sum than the price of a slave for delivering the
Lord Jesus to them? (See Ex.21:32; Matt.26:14,15; Matt.27:3-10).

Pilate, the Roman governor, declared that, having examined the Lord Jesus,
he found no fault in Him touching those things whereof the chief priests and
rulers had accused Him. He determined to release Him, but "The chief priests
and the elders persuaded the multitudes that they should ask for Barabbas, and
destroy Jesus" (Matt.27:20). Thus it was that Peter charged the people who
came together in Solomon's porch on the occasion of the healing of the lame
man recorded in Acts 3.—"The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the
God of our fathers, hath glorified His Servant Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and
denied before the face of Pilate, when he had determined to release Him. But ye
denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted
unto you, and killed the Prince of life" (Acts 3:13-15).

He was condemned to the cruel death of crucifixion. His enemies sat down
and watched Him on the cross (Matt.27:36), just like the spectators of some
gladiatorial show. Then were fulfilled in striking detail the prophetic words of
Ps.22:1-21. In this Psalm the Holy Sufferer says to God,—"Thou art He that
took Me out of the womb: Thou didst make Me trust when I was upon My
mother's breasts" (verse 9). The assembly of evil-doers enclosed Him and
pierced His hands and His feet (verse 16). They looked and stared upon Him.
They parted His garments among them and upon His vesture they cast lots
(verses 17, 18). They gaped upon Him with their mouth, as a ravening and a
roaring lion; they were as dogs compassing Him about and as strong bulls of
Bashan they beset Him (verses 12, 13, 16). In the midst of this Satanic spirit of
hatred and murder the Lord Jesus, the Lord of glory, is still filled with that
divine love for all mankind, that love which many waters cannot quench neither
can the floods drown it (Songs 8:7).

Enduring these fearful agonies of the crucifixion so graphically described in
this Psalm (and His physical sufferings were the least of what He had to bear)
He still remained the willing, meek Lamb of Isa.53:7. He "was numbered with
the transgressors: yet He bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the
transgressors" (Isa.53:12). From the cross we can hear His prayer,—"Father,
forgive them; for they know not what they do" (Lk.23:34).

A. F. ATKINSON.
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"COMFORT YE, COMFORT YE MY PEOPLE, SAITH YOUR GOD "
(IsA.40:1).

This was part of the prophet's mission on earth in his day, and all of us, as
children of God, should seek to render this service. There are many comfortless
hearts in the world to-day and if we are to be sufficient for this lowly service we
shall require training, for the ability to give comfort is not natural to all. One
who has suffered learns how to be a help to others, because of the experience of
having had their own wounds bound up by the Great Physician. In 2 Cor.1:4,
Paul writes of God "who comforteth us in all our affliction, that we may be able
to comfort them that are in any affliction, through the comfort wherewith we
ourselves are comforted of God."

To be a true comforter we must ourselves have faith in God and learn to
cast all our care upon Him. David says in Ps.37:5,

"Commit thy way unto the LORD; Trust also in Him, and He shall
bring it to pass."

We are also exhorted by Paul,—" In nothing be anxious; but in everything
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known
unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall guard
your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus" (Phil.4:6,7). Thus shall we be in
a. condition, as free from corroding care ourselves, to sympathise with and
comfort others. There is ever a danger, and we need to be on our guard against
it, of bringing our cares to the throne of grace, and, instead of leaving them
there, bringing them away with us. Rather should we follow the worthy example
of Hannah, and when we commit all our cares to God, act as she did. "Go in
peace "said Eli, "and the God of Israel grant thy petition that thou hast asked of
Him," with the result that "The woman went her way, and did eat, and her
countenance was no more sad" (1 Sam.17:18). It is evidence of lack of faith
when we act otherwise than Hannah did, for the Scriptures tell us—" This is the
boldness that we have toward Him, that, if we ask anything according to His
will, He heareth us: and if we know that He heareth us whatsoever we ask, we
know that we have the petitions which we have asked of Him" (1 Jn 5:14,15).

The sad experience is to be avoided referred to in the lines:
"And what I would not leave with Thee,

Of course I had to bear."
To stand firm amidst severe testings and saying like David,— "What time |
am afraid, I will put my trust in Thee" (Ps.56:3), will lead to an increase of

faith, and, though great faith may bring great testings, yet with confidence we
shall be able to say, "I will fear no evil; for Thou art with me" (Ps.23:4).
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Paul exhorted the Ephesians to "be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of
His might "and if we obey this exhortation we will be able to sing truthfully:

"With Christ in the vessel
We smile at the storm."

So then, let us seek to learn to be comforters in our day. The Lord is our
strength. He will give the power to overcome all difficulties and our experience
of His help will fit us to help others. "Our sufficiency is from God" (2 Cor.3:5).

M.P.

FRIENDSHIP.

True friendship is a lovely thing. Paul appreciated the friendly act of those
referred to in Acts 28:15,—"And from thence (Rome) the brethren, when they
heard of us, came to meet us as far as The Market of Appius (41 miles distant),
and The Three Taverns (30 miles distant): whom when Paul saw, he thanked
God, and took courage."

Friends are spoken of in Prov.18:24,—"He that maketh many friends doeth
it to his own destruction,”" a scripture which we may more easily understand
when we read the rendering in the Authorised Version, this being,—"A man that
hath friends must shew himself friendly." The intention evidently is to warn us
against making more friends than we have means to discharge the obligation
imposed upon us, to show ourselves friendly to them all. We should therefore be
careful in the choice of friends, although we should be friendly to all, but
bearing in mind the solemn words of Jas.4:4, "Whosoever therefore would be a
friend of the world maketh himself an enemy of God." We learn who are real
friends when we are in adversity; not when everything is going well with us. We
require to be careful that, whilst giving friends and relatives their proper place,
we do not allow them to get out of that place and come between us and our
responsibility to the Lord. In this matter we require to exercise discretion and
control, not only self-control, but control over our circumstances so that should
occasion require we may have to say to our friends, as Abraham said to his
young men,—"Abide ye here...and I...will go...and...worship, and come again to
you" (Gen.22:5), or the suitable word may be that of Moses to Hobab, his
brother-in-law,—" Come thou with us, and we will do thee good" (Numbers
10:29).

The latter part of Prov.18:24, "There is a Friend that sticketh closer than a
brother "surely makes us think of the Lord Jesus Christ of whom we delight to
sing,—

"I have a Friend, whose faithful love
Is more than all the world to me."

No doubt, when the younger son of Lk.15 was giving away, with a lavish
hand, the portion of his father's substance that fell to him he would have no lack
of professed friends, but when he "began
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to be in want "and became the swine-herd "no man gave unto him," thus
verifying the truth of Prov.19:6, 7, —" Many will intreat the favour of the
liberal man: And every man is a friend to him that giveth gifts. All the brethren
of the poor do hate him: How much more do his friends go far from him! He
pursueth them with words, but they are gone."

The Lord Jesus said to His disciples,—" No longer do I call you servants
(bond-servants); for the servant (bond-servant) knoweth not what his lord
doeth; but I have called you friends; for all things that I heard from My Father I
have made known unto you." He is our faithful Friend and He desires that we
should be His friends, so He says,—" Ye are My friends, if ye do the things
which I command you" (sec Jn 15:14, 15).

At certain seasons friendship is expressed by the giving of gifts:2 Cor.9 is a
great "giving "chapter, where the divine friendship of the saints in Achaia
towards needy ones elsewhere was to be shewn by their gifts which would not
only fill up "The measure of the wants of the saints," but would abound also
through many thanksgivings unto God (see verse 12). The chapter closes with
the oft-quoted reference to God's great Gift,—" Thanks be to God for His
unspeakable Gift."

It has been said that the giving and receiving of gifts is a delicate matter.
Wisdom is needed in selecting what will be best suited to the given case and be
appreciated. There can be no question as to the suitability of God's unspeakable
Gift, but how have we appreciated Him? Have we thought much of the
perfections of His Gift, His Son? Perhaps we have thought upon Him as
Saviour, Lord and Shepherd, but what attention have we devoted to the
consideration of Him as Prophet, Priest and King? What a privilege to recognise
Him as the Prophet whose coming was foretold to Moses! Well might the
people who beheld His wonderful works exclaim as did those in Lk.7:16,—"A
great Prophet is arisen among us "and "God hath visited His people." His word
is the last word. Rightly we sing,— "Great Prophet of our God! Our tongues
would bless Thy name ";

but do we ponder and pray over His words and seek to fathom their deep
meaning?

Then think of Him as our great High Priest, so perfectly fitted to our needs!
"It. behoved Him in all things to be made like unto His brethren, that He might
be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God" (Heb.2:17).
Though He "hath passed through the heavens "yet in Him we have a High Priest
that can be touched with the feeling of our infirmities, and thus we are
encouraged to "draw near with boldness unto the throne of grace, that we may
receive mercy, and may find grace to help us in time of need" (Heb.4:14-16).
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" He, because He abideth for ever, hath His priesthood unchangeable.
Wherefore also He is able to save to the uttermost them that, draw near unto
God through Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them"
(Heb.7:24, 25).

" He, touched with trials that attend
The weakness of our frame,
Can sympathetic succour lend;
For lie has known the same.
He overcame His mightiest foe,
When He earth's pathway trod;
And vict'ry we may also know,

Who come through Him to God." "Art Thou a King then? "He
was asked by Pilate, and knowing well what the good confession would bring
Him the Lord answered—m "Thou sayest that I am a King. To this end have [
been born, and to this end am I come into the world, that I should bear witness
unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth My voice" (Jn 18:37, 38).

" Rabbi," said Nathaniel, "Thou art the Son of God; Thou art King of Israel"
(Jn 1:49). The purposes of God regarding the glorification of His Son shall yet
be fully realised, and in the coming day He shall be manifest not only as "King
of Israel," but as we read in Rev.19. as "King of kings and Lord of lords." Upon
His shoulder the government will sit well and safely.

Sheba's queen said of Solomon,—" It was a true report that I heard in mine
own land of thine acts, and of thy wisdom. Howbeit I believed not the words,
until I came, and mine eyes had seen it: and, behold, the half was not told me:
thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the fame which I heard" (1 Kgs.10:6, 7).
The Lord Jesus declared of Himself,—" Behold, a Greater than Solomon is
here" (Matt.12:42).

Surely it befits us to confess of Him as she of the Song of Songs did,—" My
Beloved is...the Chiefest among ten thousand;...yea, He is altogether lovely.
This is my Beloved, and this is my Friend" (Songs 5:10-16).

ROBERT DAVIES.

DEPARTMENT OF QUESTION AND ANSWER.

Question No:23.—Is there Scripture for an audible Amen from the sisters? It has
been noticed that some assemblies permit this. Doesn't 1 Cor.14:34 forbid it, and 1
Cor.14.16 signify brethren only with the HE twice mentioned?

Answer.—I would refer to the second part of the question first. It does not follow
because the masculine pronoun is employed that sisters are excluded. It is usual
for the Holy Spirit to say "He "when both sexes are implied. As an instance we
may quote 1 Cor.16:2 —" Upon the first day of the week let each one of you lay
by him in store, as he may prosper, that no collections be made when I come." The
"Him" and the "He" in this passage obviously includes both brethren and sisters
who have incomes.
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Silence in the churches is enjoined on sisters in view of the fact that it is not permitted
unto them "To teach, nor to have dominion over a man" (1 Tim.2:12); and as saying "The
Amen" audibly in the church assumes neither the place of dominion nor of the teacher we
believe that sisters as well as brethren should be encouraged to utter an audible Amen at
the giving of thanks.

Further any argument which might be set forth against sisters audibly saying the Amen
would be of equal force against sisters joining in singing hymns of praise. I judge that as it
is the mind of God that the voices of male and female mingle in the hymns of praise, so it
is His mind also that their voices should mingle in saying the Amen at the giving of
thanks. (See N.T. Vol:36, 1929, page 29.) G.P.

"THE HEART."

Though I be clothed in purple,
And wear a kingly crown,
Or bear the priestly mitre,
And wear a priestly gown;
Or just be like a beggar
And share the outcast's part;
To God it does not matter,
For He looks on the heart.

As polished brass doth glisten
While gold is sometimes dim,
So king, and priest and beggar
Are all alike to Him;

He does not gaze on lineage,
Profession or on art:

He sees beyond the dressing,
And looks upon the heart.

The sight of Jesse's firstborn
Made Samuel's heart rejoice,
But God was unaffected,

For David was His choice.

So while at mere externals
Man's highest praise may start,
God may stand by in silence,
For He looks on the heart.

O child of God, take warning!
Let this speak loud to thee,
Seek thou not vain adorning
For worldly eyes to see,
But seek that hidden beauty—
Truth in the inward part,
And God shall have the glory,
For He looks on the heart.
JOHN MAWHINNEY.
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THE LORD'S COMING WITH HIS SAINTS.

1.
With power and great glory,
He comes to Israel's land,
Unto the Mount of Olives,

On which His feet shall stand.

(Mk.13:26; Zeeh.14:4).
2.
He'll then set up a kingdom
In which He'll be THE KING,

While kings of other nations

Shall to Him tribute bring
(Dan.2:44; Ps.72:10).

For He shall have d'ominion
O'er river, sea and land;

5.
His loins have a girdle,
It righteousness shall be,

He'll break the proud oppressor,

And set the needy free.
(Isa.11:5; Ps.72:13,14).
6
That Root from stem of Jesse
Shall for an ensign stand,
And unto Him shall gather
People from ev'ry land.

(Isa.11:11; Zech.14:16)

For that day we are longing,

And so for it we pray,
‘When Jesus' Royal Sceptre
Shall sway from day to day.

All nations render service,
Obeying His command.
(Ps.72:8,11).
4. 8.
God's glory then shall cover That day is drawing nearer,
The face of all the earth. And far spent is the night.
And peoples dwell in safety May we to Him be faithful,
With joy and peace and mirth. By walking in the light.
(Isa.25:2; Isa.11:9). (Rom.13:12; 1 Jn 1:7).

9.

The word He spake was faithful,
" Behold I quickly come"!
Oh may our hearts still answer,—
"Lord Jesus, quickly come "!
(Rev.22:20).
T. DOBLE.

"HE HATH DONE ALL THINGS WELL."
Delivered from eternal night,
From darkness into endless light;
Rescued from Satan's grasping hand,
From all the hosts at his command.
The blest Lord Jesus took my part,
And quenched his every fiery dart;
No might his stricken hand retains
Again to bind me with his chains.
Made free to own my Saviour's sway;
Old things for ever passed away.
Received into the House of God
To see the beauty of the LORD;
In holiness therein arrayed,
Made meet, through grace in me displayed.
Exceeding great and glad reward—
Fulness of joy in Christ my Lord—
Who will Himself be satisfied
When He beholds me glorified. S.A.C.
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L.
SEPARATION.

In this article we desire to draw attention to the subject of separation
as illustrated by God's working for and through the sons of Israel about
the time of their redemption from Egypt.

Firstly, however, we note how that God called His servant Abraham
to walk a separated path, and this was in reality the commencement of a
great work which was to be continued until a holy nation was set apart for
divine service.

In connection with Abraham we should note God's call as follows:—
"Get thee out...and come into the land which I shall shew thee" (Acts 7:3).
We believe that herein we find a dual thought which is ever present in the
call of God to men, namely, there is something that must be left, and there
is a thing into which God brings.

In Abraham's case he must leave Mesopotamia, and he must enter the
land of promise. The message of 2 Cor.6.17,18, "Come ye out...and I will
receive you (in)" (Gk.eisdexomai, to receive in) agrees with this.

In that land Abraham begat Isaac, and Isaac Jacob, and Jacob
Benjamin; the other sons of Jacob were begotten in Haran.

Later, at the invitation of Joseph (Gen.45:9), and unto the ultimate
fulfilment of the word to Abram in Gen.15:13, Jacob and all his kindred
went down into Egypt. This migration was clearly in keeping with divine
purpose. When there arose a new king over Egypt, who knew not Joseph,
he set over the children of Israel "Taskmasters to afflict them with their
burdens," and prevent them from multiplying (Ex.1:8-22). But the time of
the promise had drawn near, and God's people must be liberated in
agreement with His purpose "To bring them up out of that land unto a
good land and a large" (Ex.3:8).

So an encouraging message reached the ears of Israel the while they
groaned beneath the most fierce tyranny of Pharaoh: "I am Jehovah, and I
will bring you out...and I will bring you in..." (Ex.6:6,8), but anguish of
spirit and cruel bondage caused them not to hearken unto Moses.
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II.

Pharaoh's attitude to Jehovah is one of stubborn defiance. "Fools
because of their transgression, and because of their iniquities, are
afflicted" (Ps.107:17), and so the folly of Pharaoh resulted in affliction
both for him and for his people. He protested his lack of knowledge of
Jehovah: he boasted his power to retain Israel in his grasp; and he
indignantly styled the pure words of God as lying words (Ex.5:9).

Signs and wonders were ignored for a time, but when the plague of
flies corrupted the land of Egypt, while in Goshen where Israel dwelt
there were no swarms, the haughty monarch was forced to make a
concession—"Go ye, sacrifice to your God in the land" (Ex.8:25). This
was the land of Egypt; but God's call was to the wilderness, which
involved separation. "We will go three days' journey into the wilderness,
and sacrifice to the LORD our God, as He shall command us," was the
reply of Jehovah's servants. There could be no altar in the land of Egypt.
When Abraham went down there he had no altar at which to worship, and
likewise his posterity.

Next an offer is made as follows: "I will let you go...only ye shall not
go very far away" (Ex.8:28). The adversary is always opposed to the
separation of God's people. Someone said to us recently, "Separation is a
fallacy." Pharaoh did not believe in it. It was foolishness in his eyes to go
so far. Many to-day would be pleased were God's people to be content
with just a little less than God requires. It is our seeking to get out from
what is evil, and get into that which is according to the mind and will of
God that creates such a stumbling-block to many. But if we are to please
God, and do His will which is perfect, then we must not occupy any
halfway house, we must get to the place of His habitation—to the house
of God.

Fearful plagues which spoiled Egypt followed further refusals to let
Israel go, and another concession is offered by the wrangling monarch.
This time it is, "Go now ye that are men" (Ex.10:11). His purpose was to
retain the young ones in his grasp. Did he think the elder people would
come back to their young folks? Or had he the morrow in view? for the

young of to-day are the
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pi.
men and women of to-morrow. Maybe he had both before his mind. With
God's servants, however, there could be no compromise. Nothing less
than God's requirements would suffice. "And they were driven out from
Pharaoh's presence."

Locusts, followed by darkness, find the enemy again willing to barter.
This time he has but a simple reservation: "Only let your flocks and your
herds be stayed" (Ex.10:24). Seeing Pharaoh has come so far, have Moses
and Aaron any "give-and-take "spirit to manifest? Will they not just come
down a little to meet the one who is seeking to meet them? No, a thousand
times no. Where God has spoken there can be no yielding to
accommodate the wishes of men. "Our cattle also shall go with us: there
shall not an hoof be left behind; for thereof must we take to serve the
LORD our God; and we know not with what we must serve the LORD, until
we come thither" (Ex.10:26).

Let us note well the force of this statement, for if we can find where
and when they were instructed as to what God required in offerings and
sacrifices, we shall discern the position which God's call to separation
brought them into. This is revealed most clearly in Lev.1—6. There the
LoRD unfolds His mind, and instructs His people in regard to what and
how and where to offer. He was speaking out of the fent of meeting, His
house. It follows therefore that the place to which He called them from
the darkness of Egypt was His own dwelling.

So it is in our day and time. God calls His own from the world, and
would have them separated unto Himself within His spiritual House. This
is not the Father's house in heaven, but is a place on earth which in
apostolic times consisted of the churches of God fitly framed together,
and growing into a holy temple in the Lord.

But what of Pharaoh and Egypt? Another plague must fall ere the foe
is brought low. Jehovah's hand was upon the firstborn of all the land of
Egypt. Israel's firstborn were sheltered beneath the blood of the lamb, but
there was not a house of the
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IV.
Egyptians where there was not one dead. Amidst the cry of Egypt's agony
Pharaoh rose up in the night. No longer has he a reservation, but rather is
glad to send Israel out of his land.

Redemption by blood in Egypt was the starting point for Israel as they
went forth to serve the LORD. Their separation was effected by the waters
of the Red Sea, and their further sanctification was secured by the blood
of sprinkling when they received the fiery law from God, and His house
was formed and erected in the desert.

We long that many more may be led out, and led into the place of
God's choice, and we pray:

"Light and repentance give
Those who are unaware,
Dark error binds their feet
In Satan's subtle snare;
Unfold the way of unity,

Show them the one Community."
G. PRASHER.

THE LORD'S COMING FOR HIS SAINTS.

1.
The Lord Himself is coming,
Hope of our hearts, how dear!
And changed, the dead and living
Will meet Him in the air.
(1 Thess.4:15,16;
1 Cor.15:51)

2.
From ev'ry tribe and nation,
Throughout earth's vast domain,
Saints rise to sing in triumph,
When Jesus comes again.
(Rev.5:9,10.)

3.
The saying that is written,
The saints shall gladly sing,
" O death, where is thy vict'ry?
O death, where is thy sting? "
(Isa.25:10;
1 Cor.15:54-57).

4,

God giveth us the vict'ry
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord—
The Life and Resurrection—
By all His saints adored.

(1 Cor.15:57,
In 11:25).

5.

The One whom now we see not,
Our eyes at last shall see.
We then shall bear His likeness
For all eternity. (1 Pet.1.8;
1Jn3:2).

6.

The One who was our Surety,
And for our sins did smart,
We'll then be with in glory,
And never from Him part.

(Prov.11:15;
In 17:24).
T. DOBLE.
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WORDS IN SEASON

MR. T. DOBLE'S LAST CONFERENCE MESSAGE.

In the natural course of events I feel I am getting near the end of my
pilgrimage. What I wish to say differs in several respects from what is
generally put forward at Conferences. First of all I would like you to call
to mind the scripture— "Behold what manner of love the Father hath
bestowed upon us, that we should be called children of God." We
sometimes sing:

"Children of God, oh glorious calling,
Surely His grace will keep us from falling,"
and also:

"With such.a blessed hope in view,

We would more holy be."

The first thing then that I draw your special attention to is the fact that it
has pleased God to make us His people. We are exhorted to let our light
shine before men therefore, as such, and it behoves us, one and all, to be
on the watch tower. Each one of us should be our brother's keeper, and
each of us should be very careful lest our manner of life should become a
cause of stumbling to others.

The things I want to mention are very practical, and are in connection
with our money. God gives us the privilege of earning wages; He allows
us to call what we earn our own, although He says,—

"The silver and the gold are mine."

We should ever seek to remember that by this means, out of what the
Lord gives us, His work is carried on.

In days of old, when He had an earthly people, He gave them the
privilege to bring Him their offerings, and these He required from willing
hearts. In the matter of the service of His house they were commanded to
give Him the tithe of all their increase (the tithe is the tenth).

In the days of Malachi the people had sadly departed from the
commandments of the LORD, who had delivered them from such cruel
bondage, and had preserved them all along the way,
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VI

and they had so failed in this respect that the Levites, who carried on the
work of the Tent of Meeting were deprived of that which they should
have had, and in consequence had to go to the fields to work to obtain
their livelihood.

God asked His people: "Will a man rob God? "—"Yet ye rob Me."
Whilst they said—" Wherein have we robbed Thee? "He told them—" In
tithes and offerings "; and if on their part they would now bring in the
whole tithe so that there would be meat in His house, then they would
prove Him and find that He would open the windows of heaven and pour
out such a blessing that there would not be room enough to receive it.

While they thus robbed God they had no blessing themselves, for
God sent the canker-worm, the palmer-worm, grasshoppers and locusts
which devoured the crops, which might have otherwise been given to the
LoRrD and have met their own needs.

God asked for the firstfruits of all. He also assured them that, if they
honoured Him with their substance and the firstfruits of all their increase,
their barns or storehouses would be filled with plenty and their presses
would burst with new wine.

This is taught throughout the Old Testament Scriptures. Take for
instance one thing in particular: when they reaped their harvest and
brought in their sheaves of corn, these were laid on the ground, whilst
oxen were trained to walk round and round upon the sheaves, treading
out the corn. God knew those oxen would get hungry, therefore He told
His people they were not to put muzzles on them to prevent them eating
what they had laboured to tread out.

We turn now to New Testament times. The money we earn may be
spent foolishly, or in wiser ways to carry on the work of the Lord in its
many and varied aspects.

General expenses must be met, the poor we have always with us and
we can always do them good, and the work of the Lord must be carried
on.

Now I wish to speak of a matter that we never hear beloved servants
of the Lord speak of, those who so often leave their homes having gone
forth taking nothing of the Gentiles, dependent on the Lord to supply
their need, and seldom or never
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minister concerning this aspect of truth. They are dependent upon the
Lord that He will exercise the hearts of His own people in this respect. So
we have a division in the box which is marked "The Lord's Servants,"
and we do well to be exercised to contribute thereto.

In referring back to the oxen that were not to be muzzled, the
question is asked in the Scripture, "Doth God take care for oxen, or saith
He it altogether for our sakes? "For the Lord hath ordained that those who
preach the gospel should live of the gospel. Fellow-saints may see that
such ministers of the Word do not in their general ministry readily refer
to these things. This then is an aspect of the material side of things which
needs to be borne in mind in connection with how we spend our money.

Of old, God expected His people to serve Him and find joy and
gladness in their service. Unto the bountiful He was bountiful, and it is
the same to-day. The Lord loveth a cheerful giver. If we sow sparingly,
we shall reap also sparingly, if we sow bountifully we shall reap also
bountifully (2 Cor.8:6).

I have felt for a long time this line of truth needs to be brought before
fellow-saints. Perhaps sufficient has been said on this point, and before I
close, I desire lovingly to exhort saints to live a godly life in this poor,
dark world, and so let their light shine before men that their friends and
companions with whom they work may see their manner of life, that they
are Christians in deed and not in word only.

My prayer is that all who minister the Word to-day will speak the
truth in love, not so much dictatively, but rather being constrained by the
love of Christ who owns the lambs and sheep and who gives His servants
the holy privilege of feeding, tending and caring for them, and that one
and all may see and feel THAT GODLY SHEPHERD CARE for those who,
apart from such shepherds, I fear, would sadly go astray in this dark and
evil world in which our lot is cast.

Let us all seek to be well pleasing to Him, who called us to glory and
virtue, who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all
lawlessness and purify unto Himself a people for His own possession,
zealous of good works.
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VIII.

May God in His abounding love and grace, fill each heart with joy and
peace. This is the prayer that arises from my heart.

(Communicated by MR. G. E. STOCKWELL.)

WHAT HAVE WE BROUGHT TO THE MASTER?

Over the dusty western way,
Over the sea of sand,
Over the rolling mountains lay
The distant Holy Land.

Far in the east, the wise men see
The star of Heaven's King;
And from that mystic eastern land
Their royal tributes bring.

Gold, as from Ophir's wealthy land,

Myrrh, with its fragrance sweet,
Frankincense pure, they bring in their hand
To lay at Jesus' feet.

What have we brought to the Master,
Over the hills of life?
Has it been sorrow or gladness,
During the hours of strife?

Have we brought of the gold of life,
Deep from eternal mines?
Or toiled for earth's gilded tinsel
Where fading glory shines?

Has our work been merely stubble;
Not silver and not gold?
Oh! what will the Day discover
When records are unrolled?

Far from the east the wise men came,
Came through a weary land.
Their tributes meet, laid at His feet,
To lasting credit stand.

Frankincense bring to the Master,
Bring of the myrrh of life,
Bring the gold from trials untold,
Gained in the day of strife.
HuGH BLACK.
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