Week of Prayer 7th – 13th April 2019

DANIEL WAS A MAN OF PRAYER
DANIEL CHAPTER 9 – PRAYER FOR GOD’S PEOPLE

PREPARATION FOR PRAYER (v 1-3)
… in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, understood from the Scriptures, according to
the word of the LORD given to Jeremiah the prophet, that the desolation of Jerusalem
would last seventy years. So I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in prayer
and petition, in fasting, and in sackcloth and ashes. (Daniel 9:2-3)







Daniel set his heart and mind to the
Lord’s things.
He had a burden for God’s people.
His purpose in prayer was a result of
careful preparation - study of the
Scriptures that produced humility,
contrition and passion.
He came before the Lord with
purpose and conviction.
Fasting, sackcloth and ashes showed
the passion with which he prayed.

KEY QUESTIONS:
 What must I do to prepare myself
for the Week of Prayer?
 What is my purpose and conviction
in prayer?
 How can I give God more attention
in my life?
 What Bible verses will fuel my
prayers this week?

PRACTICE OF PRAYER (v 4-14)
I prayed to the LORD my God and confessed: “Lord, the great and awesome God,
who keeps his covenant of love with those who love him and keep his
commandments, we have sinned and done wrong.” (Daniel 9:4-5)

Daniel knew the need for confession.
 He understood the greatness and
holiness of God.
 This led to confession of sin and
forgiveness.
 Daniel’s prayer was not ritualistic
or contrived, it was powerful and
urgent, heartfelt and blunt in its
honesty.

KEY QUESTIONS:
 How can I better know the
greatness of God?
 What must I confess as I come and
speak with God?
 How can I avoid prayers of ritual
and develop a deeper relationship
with God?

“… we have not obeyed the LORD our God or kept the laws he gave us through
his servants the prophets.” (Daniel 9:10)
Daniel’s summary of the people’s
situation is pretty damning:

Daniel’s faithfulness in prayer is a
lesson to us:










not listening to God’s voice,
not following the commandments
found in His Word,
not paying attention to those who
pass on God’s message.



He was regular (6:10).
He was patient (2:16).
He kept going in a time of adversity
(2:17-18).
He asked for forgiveness because
of God’s mercies (9:18).

KEY QUESTIONS:





What has God said to me through His Word today?
What does God want me to understand, believe, desire and do?
What can I do to help others hear from God through His Word?
How can others help me to hear more from God through His Word?

POWER OF PRAYER (v 15-27)
“Now, our God, hear the prayers and petitions of your servant. For your sake,
Lord, look with favour on your desolate sanctuary. Give ear, our God, and
hear; open your eyes and see the desolation of the city that bears your
Name. We do not make requests of you because we are righteous, but
because of your great mercy. Lord, listen! Lord, forgive! Lord, hear and act!
For your sake, my God, do not delay, because your city and your people bear
your Name.” … “Daniel … As soon as you began to pray, a word went out,
which I have come to tell you, for you are highly esteemed. Therefore,
consider the word and understand the vision.” (Daniel 9:17-19, 23)
 Daniel prayed for God to reveal
Himself to the people.
 Note the immediacy of the
answer.
 The power of prayer was revealed
to Daniel and to the people.
 The result of prayer was because
of God’s mercy.
 Daniel’s prayer was powerful
because he appealed to God’s
glory and that God would act for
the sake of His great name.

KEY QUESTIONS:
 What will happen to us when we
pray for God’s glory and for the
honour of His name?
 What develops our prayer burden
for God’s people?
 What specific Scripture promises
can we bring in to our prayers?
 What is happening in the
heavenly realms when we pray?

DANIEL’S DAILY PRAYER CHALLENGE
SELECT 3 PRAYER POINTS FROM BELOW AND PRAY ABOUT THEM 3 TIMES A DAY!

PREPARATION PRACTICE

POWER

PEOPLE

Sovereign Lord,
please open my
eyes as I read your
Word.

Sovereign Lord,
show me your
greatness and
holiness.

Sovereign Lord,
show me the glory
of your eternal
purposes.

God of grace, help
me to pray for 3
people very
specifically.

Loving God, help
me fulfil my resolve
to pray 3 times
today.

Loving and gracious
God, show me my
unconfessed and
hidden sins and
help me to confess
them.

Almighty God,
remind me of the
awesome access
we have to your
throne of grace in
the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ.

Almighty God, help
these 3 preachers
and teachers of
your Word (think of
them!) to speak of
you as they should.

God of Majesty,
reveal your glory
and captivate my
heart.

God of glory, help
me to remove
distractions and
listen to you
through your Word
and through prayer.

All-powerful God,
help me pray with
genuine affection.

Loving God, help
me to hear your
voice speaking to
me through your
Word.

Merciful God, I
praise you for your
grace and
faithfulness.

All-powerful God,
may your word be
spoken with power
and might.

Glorious God, help
me to see your
answer to my
prayers and to
praise you as a
result.

Great God, bless
those who are
preparing right
now for speaking at
special events.

Add your own prayer points here:

