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Words – whether spoken, written, typed, texted or abbreviated – are a
major part of human communication. ‘Word-count’ is important in the
production of this magazine, as it helps to give us so many varied and
interesting articles.

This issue, being the fourth and last of the year, contains continuing and
concluding articles on the series subjects. Here is a brief resumé of some
of these:

● The song of the Cross is the fourth of the Servant Songs in Isaiah; the
theme of great hymns such as ‘Man of Sorrows’ by PP Bliss, and so
many more.
● The lesson of Babel, where the name of God was removed, with its
consequences, is a reminder for our lives too.
● The story, or the history, of 100 years of churches of God in
Africa continues with ‘Lessons learned’.
● The meaning of words in Scripture and in context feature in
‘Are you a saint?’ and also in ‘Studying the Bible’.
● The message on the Mission page has contributions from
Wales, Malawi and the Philippines.
● The call to come directs us to the Lord Jesus who walked on
the water.
● Jesus repeated the name Martha. See why in ‘Addressing
anxiety’.
● A testimony: ‘God will neither leave me nor fail me’.
● God’s gift of His written Word is what underpins
everything.
● A new word provokes a question: How woke should we
be?

With thanks to contributors and readers during this
eventful year where we now know the meaning of some
words which previously were simply entries in the
dictionary. Here are some that really matter:

The words of the LORD are pure words, like silver
refined in a furnace on the ground, purified seven
times. (Ps. 12:6 ESV)

In keeping of them there is great reward. (Ps. 19:11)
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Jesus walks on water
Tony Smith, Kirkintilloch, Scotland

The crowd were euphoric! After the people saw the
miraculous sign that Jesus did, they began to say, “Surely
this is the Prophet who is to come into the world.” Jesus,
knowing that they intended to come and make him king by
force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself.1 Jesus
knew that this was not His time to reign as king on a royal
throne, for He came first to wear a crown of thorns and to
die to become the Saviour of all who believe on Him.

Matthew and Mark state that Jesus made the disciples get
into the boat and go on ahead of him … while he
dismissed the crowd.2 Not an easy thing to do, but the
Christ had great authority and He dissolved the crowd
into the dusk.

Jesus was by Himself then, on a mountain and in prayer.
If it was important for Him to be alone with God His
Father, surely it is important for us as believers to find
those times to get alone with God. We are not told the
content of Jesus’ prayer. Was He expressing His concern
about those men in the boat? Perhaps He prayed to
increase their faith and reveal Himself to them, not just as
a miracle worker or a great prophet, but for them to see
His true nature as the Son of God.

Jesus had sent His disciples away and they encountered a
great storm while they were obeying Him. We can be in
the centre of God’s will and a storm comes. Though we
may not understand it at the time, it may be sent to
ultimately increase our faith and, through that storm,
others may see Christ in us.

It says in Mark’s account that Jesus saw the disciples
straining at the oars, because the wind was against them.3
The night was dark; they were far away; but Jesus saw
them. Was this not a miracle from the omniscient Christ?
He always knows where each of us who belong to Him is,
so that He can come to us in our hour of need.

Out of the howling wind and raging waves Jesus walked
on the sea, un-tossed and un-drenched. It reminds us of
those scriptures that speak of divinity:

Your path led through the sea,
your way through the mighty waters,
though your footprints were not seen.4

He alone … treads on the waves of the sea.5

You walked through the sea … through the heap of
great waters.6

This truly is the Son of God!

If the disciples feared the storm, they were terrified to see
Jesus, thinking they had seen a ghost and they literally
screamed in panic. But Jesus immediately said to them:
“Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.”7 He comes to us
too, even uses the elements we fear for the path of His

feet. If you are in the place of obedience, you have
nothing to fear.

Peter said, “Lord, if it’s you … tell me to come to you on
the water.” Jesus replied, “Come.”8 One word, but that’s
how we got saved. We heard Jesus say, “Come to me,”
and He still calls us to come and walk with Him, fixing
our eyes upon Him, the author and perfecter of our faith.9

So, Peter got out of the boat and walked on water towards
Jesus. Then reality set in. He took his eyes off Jesus and
saw the impact of the winds. It was then that he began to
sink, crying out, “Lord, save me!” Immediately Jesus
reached out his hand and caught him. He said to Peter,
“You of little faith … why did you doubt?”10 Many of us
wrestle at times with faith and doubt; and we need a hand
up from Jesus who will be there for us as we call on Him.
Psalm 94:18 says: When I said, “My foot is slipping,”
your love, O LORD, supported me.

Together, Peter and Jesus climbed into the boat and the
storm ceased. In awe, those men in the boat worshipped
the Lord Jesus. This was a great teaching time for the
disciples. That night the Father drew them to His Son.
They went from wondering to worship, confusion to
confession and from fear to faith.

Are you going through a storm just now? Perhaps a crisis
of faith and you’re afraid. Be assured, He knows, He sees,
and He comes to us, stretching out His hand to lift us up
again.

References: (1) John 6:14-15  (2) Mat. 14:22; Mark 6:45
(3) Mark 6:48  (4) Ps. 77:19  (5) Job 9:8  (6) Hab. 3:15
NKJV  (7) Mat. 14:27  (8) Mat. 14:28-29  (9) Heb. 12:2
(10) Mat. 14:30-31

Bible quotations from NIV 1984 unless stated otherwise
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Having risen from supper and exchanged His outer
garments for a towel, the Lord Jesus crouched to wash the
feet of those He had come to save.1 In his record of what
happened that night, John uses a Greek word derived
from the Roman linteum to describe the linen cloth that
the Lord took as He humbled Himself before sinners. It
was a word used to describe not only the clothes worn by
servants at work, but also the meagre garments given as
coverings to the victims of crucifixion.2 Kneeling at the
feet of the disciples, cleansing them of the defilement of
the world, the Son of God had dressed Himself as the
great Servant of Jehovah, who came not to be served but
to serve.3 Not only so, but also as the crucified one, for
He was now on the approach to Calvary where He would
give his life as a ransom for many.

Isaiah’s fourth Servant song brings us to this most sacred
ground, for it brings us to Calvary and all that was
inflicted there upon the Son of God. It is one of the great
mysteries of the cross that the righteous purposes of God
and the vile intentions of men, though diametrically
opposed, should be brought together under God’s mighty
hand as He took hold of all that was against Him,
directing it to the furtherance of His glory. Peter describes
this mystery in his address on the day of Pentecost,
speaking of Jesus, delivered up according to the definite
plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed
by the hands of lawless men.4 Unveiling the heat of the
suffering of the cross, Isaiah lays open both the thoughts
of the hearts of men in oppression, and the wonderful
purposes of God in redemption, which together were
being unleashed upon the Saviour as He gave Himself to
die.

Exposing the hearts of men
The cross is the ultimate symbol of man’s rejection of
God. Even today, the word of the cross is folly to those
who are perishing,5 and to those who followed Him from
the hall of oppressive judgment6 to the place of the skull,
He was only worthy to be despised and rejected.7 In His
life of lowliness, the Lord Jesus had not attracted men by
the trappings of this world, for

he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,
and no beauty that we should desire him;8

and now in death, having suffered at the hands of the
Roman guards, He underwent the infinitely more severe
affliction of the curse of God upon the tree,9 by which His
appearance was changed beyond human likeness.10 The

word Isaiah uses to describe how He was marred is
uniquely used in this passage of Scripture, for it speaks of
that suffering inflicted upon the Lord at the cross, to
which there can be no likeness. Lost in sin and filled with
self-righteousness, men looked upon the lovely Son who
was dying in their place, and saw one smitten by God as
the leprous, whose face must be hidden from theirs,11

disgusting to their eyes.

Exposing the heart of God
How differently God viewed those precious events at
Calvary! From the very beginning of the Lord’s earthly
life, when He became flesh for us, He was always under
the gaze of His Father. Coming into the world, He said
prophetically, Behold, I have come … I delight to do your
will, O my God; your law is within my heart.12 And as He
grew up to manhood, He grew up before God, who saw in
Him both the will and the work of one whose delight was
to fulfil His law in utmost purity. All around Him was the
dearth of a world scorched by sin, but here in Him was
one whose root tapped into the pure water of the Word13

and whose life sent up green shoots from a lifeless
ground.14

Yet, though God delighted in the richness and beauty of a
life unnoticed by men, the Lord Jesus had come to lay
down His life, the righteous for the unrighteous,15 that by
His sacrifice He might bear the sin of many and so make
many to be accounted righteous.16 The human condition
is brought into sharp focus as Isaiah speaks of iniquity17

and transgression.18 Iniquity speaks of inherent wrong,
transgression of how that wrong is revealed in rebellion.
Here are men set forth as sinners by nature and practice,
and the sinless Servant has come to deal with both. In the
place of those who like wayward sheep had turned,
without exception, to the helplessness of their own way,19

the eternal delight of the Father was willingly led out as a
compliant lamb to slaughter20 that His own soul might be
made an offering for sin. That image in verse 10 takes us
back to Leviticus 5-6 and the laws for the trespass
offering. There, in the matter of transgression of the Law,
the sinner would bear his iniquity, bringing a sacrifice to
God and making restitution to his neighbour.21 It all
pointed forward to the cross, where, as the fat and kidneys
of the guilt offering were burned upon the altar,22 the
inmost parts of the Saviour’s being were offered up to
God, and He restored by grace that which He had never
taken away.23 There the Lord Jesus was pierced for our
transgressions … crushed for our iniquities.24 The

Isaiah’s Servant Songs

Isaiah 52-53
The song of the cross
James Needham, Birmingham, England
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thought is one of incalculable suffering, by which the
judgment of God seared into His very being and crushed
Him beneath its weight. And in this terrible scene, where
the purpose of the Father was answered by the willingness
of the Son to pour out His soul in offering,25 we find our
own part was played. The sinner who brought his guilt
offering to God was required to bear his own iniquity; but
when God brought His own offering for the guilt of
mankind, we find Him bearing our griefs as God laid on
him the iniquity of us all.26

So it was the will of the LORD to crush him,27 not because
He was in any way deserving of death, for unlike any
other he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in
his mouth;28 but because at the cross, God was unveiling
His mighty arm of salvation, which He had promised to
bare in the sight of all the nations,29 to confound His
enemies and utterly defeat all that is opposed to Him in an
eternal, irreversible victory.

Exposing the purposes of God
It is this victory which shines through the vivid
description of suffering the Lord Jesus endured for us. He
does not remain the suffering Servant, for Isaiah describes
His journey through suffering to glory. He whose soul
was made an offering for sin would know the prolonging
of His days,30 and from the anguish of that hour would
gaze with satisfaction on the fruit of His work: sinners

made righteous by His sacrifice, transformed by grace
into children of God31 and sharers in His glorious
inheritance!32 This was no happenstance. God knew the
end from the beginning, introducing His Servant as One
who shall be high and lifted up, and shall be exalted.33

Many have seen this tri-partite exaltation fulfilled in His
resurrection, ascension and seating at God’s right hand,
from where He will come again, appearing to the world,
and Israel in particular, as the Man of glory. Then the
height of His majesty shall far outweigh the depths of His
suffering34 and, gazing on Him whom they have pierced,35

the startled nations shall finally see and understand the
eternal outworking of God’s purposes, fulfilled in His
ever-glorious Son.

References: (1) John 13:4-5  (2) Thayer’s Greek-English
Lexicon, J.H.Thayer, Hendrickson, 1981, p.376  (3) Mat.
20:28  (4) Acts 2:23  (5) 1 Cor. 1:18  (6) Is. 53:8  (7) Is. 53:3
(8) Is. 53:2  (9) Is. 53:4; Deut. 21:23  (10) Is. 52:14  (11) Is.
52:3 (margin); Lev. 13:45  (12) Ps. 40:7-8; Heb. 10:5-7
(13) Ps. 1:2-3  (14) Is. 53:2  (15) 1 Pet. 3:18  (16) Is. 53:11-
12  (17) Is. 53:5-6,11  (18) Is. 53:5,8,12  (19) Is. 53:6
(20) Is. 53:7  (21) Lev. 5:17; 6:1-7  (22) Lev. 7:1-5  (23) Ps.
69:4  (24) Is. 53:5  (25) Is. 53:12  (26) Is. 53:6  (27) Is. 53:10
(28) Is. 53:9  (29) Is. 52:10  (30) Is. 53:10  (31) Is. 53:10-11;
John 1:12  (32) Is. 53:12; Rom. 8:17  (33) Is. 52:13  (34) Is.
52:14-15  (35) Zech. 12:10

Bible quotations from the ESV

All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have turned – every one –
to his own way;

and the LORD has
laid on him the

iniquity of us all.

Isaiah 53:6
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Addressing anxiety
Gareth Andrews, Belfast, N.Ireland

At different times we all experience
worry, stress or anxiety. It’s natural
and, like fear, can even be
constructive in some degree. There
are, though, important differences
between these three states. And,
since we are told by the Lord Jesus
several times not to worry or be
anxious,1 there are important lessons
in how to address anxiety when we
do face it.

Worry occurs when our minds dwell
on negative thoughts or uncertainties
in life. Worry can make us confront
problems and weigh up positive
actions to avoid or resolve them.
Like fear, worry can actually help to
solve problems about the things or
people who are important to us.
However, the danger is that we often
worry excessively about things that
cannot be solved, or we get stuck in
a cycle of unhelpful and negative
thoughts.

Stress affects our bodies more than
our minds. Like our fight-or-flight
mechanism with fear, it prompts
physiological changes in our bodies
in response to external events or
circumstances. Chronic stress occurs
when the perceived threat doesn’t go
away and the ongoing embodied
effects cause all sorts of health
issues.

Anxiety affects both our minds and
our bodies, with multiple symptoms
of worry and stress together, and can
be like a false alarm ringing when
there is no actual threat to resolve.
Anxiety can be unspecific and
diffuse, debilitating and crippling, or
like a gnawing away of ourselves. It
must be said that diagnosed Anxiety
Disorders, like other serious medical
conditions, require professional
medical treatment and/or medication.

There are however many good
positive, practical, proven methods
for helping to address worry, stress
and anxiety that may be helpful –
from avoiding hurry, to fresh air and

physical exercise, to coping
strategies.

As Christians we are certainly not
immune to these mental health
issues. God in His love for us
doesn’t just tell us not to worry –
He equips us and empowers us to
address anxiety too. We may find it
helpful to consider and remind
ourselves of priorities, perspective
and provision.

Work can be a real problem for
many of us. We want to try our best
or to be seen as capable, and so we
end up worrying excessively. Work
can grow to become
disproportionately important to our
sense of who we are, keep us awake
with stress and soak up our time,
energy and concern: So what do
people get in this life for all their
hard work and anxiety? Their days
of labour are filled with pain and
grief; even at night their minds
cannot rest. It is all meaningless.2
There’s a call here to reassess our
priorities in our day-to-day lives.
Compared to the opportunity and
reward of serving God, work is
meaningless of itself.

We can worry too about the
difficulties of growing up – again for
this we’re offered great advice in
Ecclesiastes: Young people, it’s
wonderful to be young! Enjoy every
minute of it. Do everything you want
to do; take it all in. But remember
that you must give an account to God
for everything you do. So refuse to
worry, and keep your body healthy.
But remember that youth, with a
whole life before you, is
meaningless.3 At different stages of
our lives, what seems important to us
can shift as we ourselves change and
grow. So here’s a reminder to get
and keep perspective and to focus
on the goal of enjoying and serving
our God in our day-to-day lives.

The Lord Jesus knows that worry
and anxiety about everyday things
can trouble us, and so reminds us

that He understands, cares, and
provides1 for us. The little vignette
recorded for us in Luke 10:38-42 is a
great insight into this and a relatable
lesson for us. Both Mary and Martha
really wanted to follow Jesus and
serve, but naturally took different
approaches to doing it. Martha was
distracted with much serving. Can
we relate to that? Martha judged her
sister’s choice and how it made her
feel – busier, stressed and irritable.
Can we relate to that? But the Lord
answered her, “Martha, Martha, you
are anxious and troubled about
many things, but one thing is
necessary.” Repeating her name,
showing His care, Jesus highlighted
the distracting and toxic effect of her
anxiety. Her desire to serve and do
well in what she considered to be
important meant she was actually
shattered into pieces missing out on
the one thing that truly was most
important.

So when we struggle with excessive
worry, stress or a diffuse anxiety,
let’s try to break the cycle, re-assess
our priorities, our perspective and
God’s provision for us.

References: (1) Matt 6:25-34  (2)
Eccl. 2:22-23, NLT  (3) Eccl. 11:9-
10, NLT

Bible quotations from ESV, unless
otherwise stated.
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Do you take the Bible
literally?
Probably no question more than this
exposes the confusion that’s in the
mind of the enquirer when it comes
to trying to understand the Bible.
How else can we read the Bible other
than as a piece of literature? As we
read, we can detect when it is that we
are reading history or poetry; and
when we meet exaggeration
(hyperbole), as well as metaphors
(e.g. ‘I am the door’ and ‘the church
which is His body’) and similes (e.g.
‘the kingdom of God is like …’).
The Bible is a book like no other, but
it should be read in the way we read
other literature: verbs are verbs and
nouns are nouns – it’s not to be read
in a special way, looking for hidden
meanings. Proverbs and parables
should be treated with care: the
former are not invariable laws, nor
are the latter to be subjected to over-
thinking.

Isn’t it hard to understand in
places?
Some parts are easier to understand
than others; and what’s said in one
place may at first sight seem to
conflict with what’s said somewhere
else. However, when we use the
clearer parts to enlighten us as to the
more obscure parts, it all becomes
consistent, as truth always is.
Difficulties arise when we operate
the other way around. There is safety

in seeing the whole picture rather
than basing proofs on a single text.

Christians have one book, and yet
someone has counted more than
forty thousand different
denominations within Christendom.

How can such variety come
from a single source?
The Bible was written over some
1600 years and completed about
1900 years ago. The Bible didn’t fall
from heaven in a special Holy Spirit
language. God, when communicating
with us, used about 40 different
writers, from other cultures, using
three human languages that are
foreign to most of us. The world has
also changed a lot over that time.
The Bible has a transcendent
message, but it comes to us in an
ancient cultural setting. The modern
reader has to discern between the
message and its setting. Differences
arise when we don’t take care to
work out what a Bible verse meant at
the first, or fail to follow that guide
in the meaning we now take from it.

The additional factor that
complicates this task is that we have
our own cultural setting from which
we need to disentangle ourselves.
The Reformers set us the example of
how to methodically observe the
standard meanings of words in the
context of the text so as to find out
what the original hearers would have
understood; as well as appreciating
the historical situation they were in.
Differences arise when we allow our
own 21st century assumptions to
condition our view of the text.

Must there be only one
correct interpretation of a
text?
Yes, although there are some verses
where we may not be totally
confident that we’ve found the
correct interpretation, and that calls

for humility, not dogmatism. We
should stand firmly against the
modern tendency to assume that each
reader can legitimately claim to take
a different meaning from the same
verse, one which he or she
determines in his or her own mind.

How do we apply the Bible
today?
Once we know what any verse meant
in its original setting – by use of
grammar and awareness of the
historical background – the next
challenge we’re faced with is: ‘Are
we intended to do the same as they
did?’ (Remember ours is a different
culture.) In other words, we need to
distinguish between principle (e.g.
when retaining full immersion
baptism) and custom (e.g. when
exchanging the denarius for the
dollar). Sometimes it’s more subtle.
Take, for example, women’s head
coverings in a church setting.1 It’s
very largely a matter of principle
(female submission and symbolic
covering, both transcending culture
as supported by an appeal to
creation2), but with a small part of
custom (the actual article may be a
veil or a suitable hat).

Prayer and the Spirit3

We’ve left this comment to last,
despite the fact that it’s most
important. The point is, while we
commit the whole exercise of Bible
study to God in prayer for guidance,
we can be expected to figure out
grammar and do historical research.
However, to become wise to the
significance of God’s Word for our
lives we must turn to prayer for the
Spirit’s help. We ask to hear God’s
voice speaking, and to be alert to
personal guidance for us (as distinct
from expository meaning for all).

References: (1) 1 Cor. 11  (2) see 1
Cor. 11:7  (3) Acts 6:4

Bible quotations from NASB

Studying the Bible

Interpreting the Bible
Brian Johnston, Leigh, England

They read from the
book, from the law of
God, translating to
give the sense so that
they understood the
reading. Neh. 8:8
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Nigerian Professor of Virology,
Tomori Oyewale, while speaking
recently on prioritising health care
funding in Nigeria said, “We live as a
country on lessons forgotten and not
on lessons learned.” This write-up
seeks to build on the good foundation
laid by our previous writers, using
contrasting pairings to flag up salient
points.

Truth and error
The people were divided because of
Jesus.1

Our present testimony as God’s
people is born out of the fact that our
frontier missionaries stood for truth
and opposed falsehood. They walked
in the light that was revealed to them.
This takes humility and obedience. It
is possible to see the truth and still be
blinded to its reality. It is recorded in
the transition era that a large number
of priests became obedient to the
faith.2 They needed a shift from
Judaism to embrace the new order. It
is a sad commentary that Pilate stood
before the Lord – the embodiment of
truth – and yet questioned, “What is
truth?”

The world has become a shopping
mall of various beliefs. There are so
many conflicting and confusing
voices that leave the uninformed in
limbo about the way of salvation. The
Christian believer is equally exposed
to every wind of doctrine and needs
help on how to serve God. I look in
retrospect, and with delight, to the
days when the truth of eternal
salvation dawned on me and the way
of service in Acts 2:41-42 was
explained. Knowing the truth freed
me from the errors of my previous
associations. Indeed, author Adrian
Rogers is purported to have said that,
“It is better to be divided by truth than
to be united in error.” Our early
missionaries did not only bring the
Gospel to Africa, they brought the

precious truth of priestly service in
the kingdom of God.

Gospel and different gospels
Paul wrote: I am astonished that you
are so quickly … turning to a
different gospel – which is really no
gospel at all.3

Christianity and Islam have been
identified as the two main religions in
Nigeria. There exist, among others,
groups like the Jehovah’s Witnesses
and the Mormons that have come to
be regarded as cults. The JWs stepped
on Nigerian soil in 1921 and currently
have membership of over 400,000.
The Mormons came to Nigeria in the
1960s and had their first baptisms in
1978. They have membership of over
100,000 across the country.

Paul was speaking of apostasy – the
substitution of different gospels for
the gospel of Christ. There were false
teachers that he referred to as, some
people … trying to pervert the gospel
of Christ.3 It’s worth noting, and it’s
also saddening, that after the
Jerusalem conference the Apostles
referred to them as going out from
us.4

The following teachings fall under a
‘different gospel’:

1. Salvation by good works.

2. Salvation by faith in Christ in
addition to good works.

3. Salvation by faith alone but, in
order to remain saved, one must
keep performing good works.

4. Salvation is only possible by
being a member of a particular
group.

5. The gospel that disputes or
denies the incarnation, virgin
birth, death, burial, resurrection,
ascension, or deity of Christ.

6. Purgatory, reincarnation,
universalism and annihilation.

We assert that salvation comes
through repentance and faith in the
Lord Jesus alone.5

We see proponents of ‘false gospels’
increasingly and aggressively
recruiting members by the day. They
have smart and dedicated adherents
who appear to be sincere but sadly are
wrong. The challenge for us is that we
need to do much more than those
walking around in their arrogance of
ignorance. We need fresh resolve to
redouble our evangelistic zeal. As
part of his contribution to Pioneers’
Progress in 1998, Bernard French
wrote,

‘The present need in Africa is for
warm-hearted, concerned people,
who will fellowship with the
saints there. Let them (the local
saints) go on with evangelising;
they are better at it than we are.
Keep the bonds of fellowship
strong.’6

This is a worthy challenge that we
must rise up to!

Practitioners and professors
‘Intellect without implementation is
ignorance, not intelligence.’7

Looking back at the pioneering work
in Nigeria, we salute the memory of
those who left us enduring legacies.
These imprints are testimonials to
what practical Christianity is all
about.

The world is tired of lip-service and
theories. It wants to see something of
what John the Baptist described as
producing fruit in keeping with
repentance.8 At Zacchaeus’
conversion, he proved his change by
making restitution where possible and
going beyond remorse or damage
control. A young brother in our
district of churches requested an
examining body to cancel his
certificate after feeling guilty of

100 years in Africa

Lessons learned
Lawrence Onyokoko, Warri, Nigeria
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malpractice. He wrote the national
examination the following year and
obtained better grades! In what better
way could he make the difference?

When Saul became Paul, preaching
the Gospel was not the most
important thing for him to be able to
convince other believers. The people
dreaded him and needed to see
evidence of the changed life. The
world would find it easier to hear,
relate and respond to our message if it
could see the proof in our lives. Set
an example for the believers9 is as
relevant today as when it was penned.
God has enough bad press without
you! The Lord left us the lesson of
how he began to do and to teach.10

God and idols
‘Our hearts are idol factories.’11

The advent of science and technology
brought with it a new form of idolatry
such that native or bush doctors have
upgraded and are now seen with
laptops. Idols are not only
characterized or defined in terms of
graven images, but by that which
competes with, or takes the place of
God in our lives. The brazen serpent
that was supposed to be a symbol of
deliverance for Israel became an idol
until its destruction by king
Hezekiah.12 God decried Israel’s
idolatry through Jeremiah; “My
people have exchanged their Glory
for worthless idols. … They … have
dug their own cisterns, broken
cisterns that cannot hold water.”13

Mobile phones, computers, sports,
money, possessions, family, holidays,
sex and even race can become idols.

John Taylor, in his book Pioneers’
Progress, referenced George Prasher’s
description of the teeming population
of Ibadan and what he aptly described
as ‘the dark superstitious fleas which
are ingrained in the natural mind and
lurk there long after their first light of
gospel truth has begun to make an
impression.’

Idols lie rather than tell the truth. The
idol of accumulating things for
example, gives the false impression
that it will give fulfilment and
contentment. Devotees find out too
late that they have been defrauded,
have embarked on a wild goose chase

and have, alas, pierced themselves
with many griefs.14 John challenged
the believers of his day, keep
yourselves from idols.15 We need to
voluntarily and constantly confront,
challenge and give up the idols in our
lives. Every time we succumb to an
idol, we cheat on God!

Indigenous and foreign
language
‘If the face is the mirror of the mind,
language is the door to it. If one
learns to speak a foreign language
well, he has also acquired
considerable insight into the heart of
the people who speak it naturally.’16

Africans express their faith through
songs in their own dialects,
sometimes in ways that a second
language cannot. Communication
across cultures needs translation
and translations sometimes lose
their meanings. An indigene can
say something in his language and
when asked to interpret it, he might
say, “If I say it in English, it will
not mean the same thing as in the
mother tongue.” It is important that
we are conscious of how our
message is understood. I attended a
secondary school where it was an
offence to be heard to speak the
native language in place of English.
I am the poorer for it!

We need more gospel preachers
and teachers who can relate with the
language, culture and nuances of the
people. This takes time, though, and
does not come in a hurry. We are
thankful to missionaries who came to
us, learned the local language and
helped to produce hymns for use in
the local churches. The current
initiative to produce hymns for locals
in East and Central Africa is a very
welcome development.

Stephen L. Walter17 did research on
communicating in indigenous
language. One of the conclusions
was:

‘The use of mother tongue as a
medium of instruction raises the
level of educational outcomes
across the board but does not
convert poor teachers into good
teachers.’

While we encourage communication
in local dialects in our remote areas, it
is pertinent that these communicators
also have the requisite skills. Our late
Nigerian ministering brethren,
Ezekiel Kolapo and Zach Travi, were
very helpful in communicating in the
native languages.

When relying on interpreters,
mistakes can be made. A useful
interpreter is one with a good grasp of
both languages and also of spiritual
truth. I was told the story of JPA
Taylor (Snr.) praising an interpreter in
Ibadan to Lucy Griffin, saying he did
well. Her response was, “Maybe, but
he wasn’t saying what you said!”

References: (1) John 7:43  (2) Acts
6:7  (3) Gal. 1:6-7  (4) Acts 15:24
(5) Acts 20:21  (6) JPA Taylor,
Pioneers’ Progress, Penshaw Press, 1
Sept. 1998  (7) Richie Norton
(business coach)  (8) Luke 3:8  (9) 1
Tim. 4:12  (10) Acts 1:1  (11)
paraphrased from John Calvin,
Institutes of the Christian Religion,
1559  (12) 2 Kin. 18:4  (13) Jer. 2:11-
13  (14) 1 Tim. 6:10  (15) 1 John 5:21
(16) Michael Evan Gold, Introduction
to Some Terms From Liberian Speech
by Warren L. d’ Azevedo as revised
by Michael Evan Gold, 1979
(17) Stephen L Walter, Mother
Tongued-based Education in
Developing Countries: some
emerging insights, 2010
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Are you a saint?
You might be rather reluctant to
answer this question because if you
say “yes” you might seem to be
saying that you are especially good,
while if you say “no” you might
imply the opposite – “I’m no saint”.
The problem arises because the first
dictionary meaning of the word is ‘a
person acknowledged as holy or
virtuous’, and to say “yes” might
invite others to think that you are a
hypocrite and point out your faults.

We ought to start by pointing out
what a ‘saint’ is. We are speaking of
the Biblical meaning of the word, of
course, from which the everyday
meaning has drifted away. The
apostle Paul, writing to the Church of
God in Corinth, addressed them as
those sanctified in Christ Jesus,
called to be saints.1 Further on in the
same letter, Paul described what some
of these people had been like:

sexually immoral … idolaters …
adulterers … men who practice
homosexuality … thieves …
greedy … drunkards … revilers,
swindlers.2

But he went on to say, … such were
some of you. But you were washed,
you were sanctified…4 Those people,
who were guilty of all sorts of evils,
had been transformed by their faith in
Christ – His death on their behalf had
cleansed them. A saint is someone
who has been set apart – a ‘vessel of
mercy’.3

Let me give you a little illustration.
At the churches’ Midlands Camp
some years ago there were some
plastic bowls that were used to wash
ourselves – this was long before the
days of running hot water at camp.
There were also other exactly similar
bowls that we used to make jellies in.
Obviously, these two had to be kept
apart – no-one would like to eat
jellies made in a wash bowl. Could
the washbowls ever be made like
new? I think most of us would be
reluctant to eat jelly from a washbowl
when we knew its history. Here’s
where the illustration is different from
the original. The rest of the sentence
quoted above says:

such were some of you. But you
were washed, you were
sanctified, you were justified in
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
and by the Spirit of our God.4

We, dirtied by sin, were not only
washed, we were made holy and
declared free of penalty – just like
new bowls that had never been used
for anything else.

The word for ‘making holy’ is
‘sanctification’ – making into a saint,
set apart to God; this has been done
for us. You might say, “Oh, good!
I’m a saint now. No more struggles
with what I would really like to do.”
You would be very wrong. A good
motto would be: ‘This is what you are
– now be it.’ This resolution wouldn’t
be an easy one to follow. The great
apostle Paul felt this struggle within
himself, and wrote:

For I do not understand my own
actions. For I do not do what I
want, but I do the very thing I
hate … So now it is no longer I
who do it, but sin that dwells
within me. For I know that
nothing good dwells in me, that
is, in my flesh. For I have the
desire to do what is right, but not
the ability to carry it out  …So I
find it to be a law that when I
want to do right, evil lies close at
hand... Wretched man that I am!
Who will deliver me from this
body of death? Thanks be to God
through Jesus Christ our Lord!
So then, I myself serve the law of
God with my mind, but with my
flesh I serve the law of sin.5

This is a fight each one of us has to
fight.

I feel I ought to apologise for writing
about such an elementary thing, but it
is sometimes a good thing to review
the basics – the writer to the Hebrews
wanted to leave the elementary
doctrine of Christ, then pass on to
other things.6 You will find plenty of
other things in this magazine!

References: (1) 1 Cor. 1:2  (2) 1 Cor.
6:9-10  (3) Rom. 9:23  (4) 1 Cor. 6:11
(5) Rom. 7:15-25  (6) Heb. 6:1

Bible quotations from ESV

Can you help me with this?
Peter Hickling, Cromer, England

10



11

Problem places

Babel
Richard Hutchinson, Vancouver, Canada

The people who settled in Babel had grand ideas. They
had been steadily migrating westward since the days after
the Flood and in Shinar they found the perfect place to
establish themselves. “Come, let us build ourselves a city
and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a
name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of
the whole earth.”1

Many today might wonder where the problem lay in this
‘problem place’. That spirit of endeavour and unity will
seem to the modern mindset as a noble goal, to be
applauded, and indeed the separation and dispersal that
follows God’s intervention might be seen as the root of
wars and nationalistic division that would plague
humanity.

So what was wrong with Babel?
Does God object to cities? Not at all. In fact we see
plenty of places in the Bible where God endorses life
within cities. Jerusalem is of course celebrated as the
City of God, most notably perhaps in Psalm 122, but in
Jonah 4:11 we see Ninevah set up as “that great city”,
the object of God’s compassion, and in Jeremiah 29:7
God’s exiled people are told to pray for the shalom of
Babylon, just as He had directed them to pray for
Jerusalem in Psalm 122.

In fact, we know that God’s ultimate goal is to dwell with
redeemed mankind in the New Jerusalem.2 The great
hope of our faith in God is realised in the context of
sanctified city-dwelling.

Does God object to unity? Far from it! In Psalm 133:1
we read How good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell
in unity! – a thought that is emphasised repeatedly in the
New Testament in a call for God’s people to maintain
their unity together. God wants to see humanity brought
together in peace and harmony and Ephesians 1:9-10
identifies his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a
plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him,
things in heaven and things on earth.

The problem in Babel was that the people had removed
God from the equation, setting the Creator aside in order
to make a name for themselves, not for God; to be united

by their own achievements, based on their own ingenuity
and wisdom. They wanted to build themselves up to
heaven.

God also wanted to connect heaven and earth and He
would introduce His model to Moses as the tabernacle
where God could come down to be amongst His people.
The tower of Babel was a one-way ladder for them to
ascend upwards to heaven without God. But God did
come down to look at it. Their city was designed to bind
them to each other in their shared greatness, but no plan
can stand against God’s will and He scattered them,
confused, all across the whole earth.

Compare, the people of Babel with Abraham:

he was looking forward to the city that has
foundations, whose designer and builder is God.3

Abraham was looking for a city also. Not one to establish
himself or make his name great, but one built by God,
with His wisdom and love as its foundations. Everyone in
that chapter of faith in Hebrews 11 is described as
seeking a homeland, and God has prepared for them, and
us, a city that is eternal.4

God dispersed the people of Babel and in doing so
created the rich tapestry of human culture that has
deepened and flourished across the millennia, but in
Revelation 5:9-10 a song is sung to the Lamb that stood
as if slain and the words are:

“You were slain, and by your blood you ransomed
people for God from every tribe and language and
people and nation, and you have made them a
kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall
reign upon the earth.”

In Jesus Christ, God unites humanity not in their own
name but in His worthy name; not by their achievements
but by His finished work; and yet still God surpasses the
dreams of Babel and glorifies man in all of this so that
His people from every dispersed culture are together,
reigning on earth and glorifying God and His Son, the
Lamb.

References: (1) Gen 11:4  (2) Rev. 21:2-3  (3) Heb. 11:10
(4) Heb. 11:13-16                  Bible quotations from ESV
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For children on Christmas morning,
there can be a roller coaster of
emotions as they receive a neatly (or
not so neatly!) wrapped package, and
open it to reveal a much-anticipated
new toy or gadget. Following this
peak, then comes the disappointment
in the fine print: ‘Batteries Not
Included’. Then, elation! A forward-
thinking parent has noticed this and
has the correct batteries. Elation
further turns to frustration as the child
must now endure Dad sitting with the
instructions, figuring out how to
assemble the new contraption before
the fun can finally begin. Gift-
receiving can be an exercise in
patience, as the various parts are
compiled and assembled in the
correct order so that playtime can
commence in earnest. The gift by
itself requires power and instruction
to be properly utilised.

Our experience with the Giving God
can mirror this. God, who grants the
gifts of His Son, and His Spirit, also
grants to us the gift of His Word (that
is, His written Word, in the form of
our canon of Scripture). The gift of
the Word is inextricably intertwined
with the gifts of His Son and Spirit,
granted by a wise Father who knows
exactly all the parts, what power
source, and what instructions are
required for His children to live the
‘abundant life’ that He promises.1

The written Word of God, as we
understand it, is a beautiful and yet
powerful gift that we humans have
been granted. The Bible has authors
both known and unknown, ranging
from Hebrew prophets to a musician
king, from a physician to a fisherman,
with a wide range of target audiences
and an even wider range of authorship
dates. From this collection of
writings, a canon of books has
emerged that not only captures key
events and teachings in Judeo-
Christian history, but seeks to discern

in these writings a more profound
element: the breath of God.

Paul, in his writing to Timothy,
communicates the importance of
Scripture in the life of the disciple
and the functioning of the local
church:

All Scripture is breathed out by
God and profitable for teaching,
for reproof, for correction, and
for training in righteousness, that
the man of God may be complete,
equipped for every good work.2

It is important to recognise that Paul
is not saying here that mere written
words should be considered divine
and authoritative because some
council or bishop has declared them
‘canon’ – in fact, it would be more
accurate to say that Paul’s statement
is a test to determine if a writing truly
can be considered ‘Scripture’. Does it
provide training in righteousness?
Can it be used for reproof and
correction? Is it profitable for
teaching? If so, there is also the final
test: was it breathed out by God?

The test of being ‘God-breathed’ is
critical to understanding the authority
of the Word of God. When Jesus

taught during His earthly ministry,
listeners and bystanders recognised
that His teaching was different from
the usual. The people saw that while
Jesus was giving new teaching, and
fulfilling Old Testament prophecies,
they remarked specifically that He
was speaking with authority3 – this is
evidence that the words spoken by
God have divine power, and that
power makes them more useful for
teaching, reproof, correction, and
training in righteousness, than any
human invention.

What makes Scripture so significant
as the written Word of God is not
some magical formulation of letters
and syllables, but instead it is the
authority by which it was spoken.
These words come from God
Himself, and so they demand our
attention and obedience. Why then is
this authoritative instruction a gift?
For the same reason that the crowds
sought out Jesus as one who spoke
with authority: that authority reveals
truth, truth of who we are as sinners4

and truth that Jesus came to save.5

The writer to the Hebrews lays out a
crucial connecting point for us
between the divine authority with
which Jesus spoke and the authority
of Scripture:

Long ago, at many times and in
many ways, God spoke to our
fathers by the prophets.6

These previous revelations were
recorded in the written words of the
various prophets – Isaiah, Jeremiah,
Moses, Samuel, and others. The
writer to the Hebrews clarifies that
this written revelation (i.e. the Old
Testament) was but a partial one:

…but in these last days he has
spoken to us by his Son, whom he
appointed the heir of all things,
through whom also he created the
world.7

The giving God

The Word
Ben Jones, Toronto, Canada

What makes
Scripture so

significant as the
written Word of God
is not some magical

formulation of
letters and syllables,

but instead the
authority by which it

was spoken.
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The clarification of these days as the
‘last days’ implies a finality to this
revelation – the message spoken by
Jesus Christ is the culmination of all
the previous work of the prophets.

We can also see the wisdom in God’s
choice of the written word as the
medium for His message: there is a
permanence and timelessness that
writing imparts, more so than the
spoken word. This is evidenced in
how the re-discovery of the Book of
the Law during the reign of Josiah led
to the revival of the worship of
Yahweh, and a return to the path of
righteousness for the people of Judah
under Josiah’s leadership. Although
Josiah had already begun to seek the
God of David his father in the eighth
year of his reign, the re-discovery of
the Book of the Law was the
necessary catalyst for the nation’s
spiritual revival.8 The fact that the
Law had been written down and
preserved allowed it to be passed
down through a line of evil kings and
pagan worship, and preserved the
opportunity for future obedience to
God’s Word to be restored.

The written Word of God, then,
serves to preserve and provide
permanence to God’s completed
revelation. That which was revealed
through the prophets is recorded for
us in the Old Testament, and the life,

revelation, and teaching of Jesus
Christ is recorded in the New
Testament. Indeed, the natural
extrapolation of Hebrews 1 is that
Jesus Christ is the central figure
throughout all Scripture – He fulfils
the Law9 and is God’s final
messenger.10 Christ is thus the centre
of God’s written Word – how
appropriate then, that John refers to
Him as The Word.11

It is worth noting at this point that the
Bible as Scripture is not authoritative
simply because what we read today
was received verbatim from the
mouth of God – in fact, we all read
translations and interpretations of
copies and copies of the original
letters and books that were divinely
breathed so long ago. And yet the
Bible retains its power as the Word of
God – evidenced by the fact that it
fulfils Paul’s requirements as laid out
to Timothy. This leads us to conclude
that the authority of the Bible as the
Word of God is maintained not purely
by accuracy to the original source, but
also by the continual working and
intervention of the Holy Spirit as He
ensures that this written record
continues to serve the purpose that
God intended.

The Gift of the Word is inseparable
from the Gift of the Son. Jesus Christ
is the central theme to God’s

revelation, and Scripture is the means
by which we learn about His
teaching, His life, and His character.
It is also inseparable from the Gift of
the Spirit: the writer to the Hebrews
reminds us that the Word of God is
not just static words on a page, but is
living and active, sharper than any
two-edged sword, piercing to the
division of soul and of spirit, of joints
and of marrow, and discerning the
thoughts and intentions of the heart.12

As mentioned previously, the Word
of God is not living because of some
magical combination of the words,
but in fact because the Holy Spirit
uses the Word to convey power,
insight and authority that no mere
human prose could hope to match.
Here, then, we see the wonderful
interconnection of three of God’s
great gifts: the Son, the Spirit, the
Word, all working together to
transform sinners and bring them
from death to marvellous life.13

References:
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(7) Heb. 1:2  (8) 2 Chron. 34  (9) Mat.
5:17-20  (10) Heb. 1:2  (11) John 1:1-
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I’m still getting used to being mindful; now I’m told I
must be ‘woke’. No, it’s not referring to my penchant for
an afternoon nap after again burning the midnight oil!
Being ‘woke’ is American slang for being ‘aware of and
actively attentive to important facts and issues (especially
issues of racial and social justice).’1 It’s also been
described as ‘a cultural push to challenge problematic
norms, systemic injustices and the overall status quo
through complete awareness.’2 Of course, the tragic death
of George Floyd in the US has triggered a fresh impetus
to ‘put things right’. Should we be touching this
phenomenon, even with a 2-metre pole?

Well, Christians’ views differ sharply on this, in terms of
our involvement and impact in societal change. But Jesus’
words about His disciples being the salt of the earth and
the light of the world3 might indicate He expects us to
make a difference to people in the here and now, as well
as eternity – especially bearing in mind how much He
speaks about social justice. In fact, His predecessor, and
previewer of His kingdom’s manifesto, seems a pretty
woke bloke, despite spending so much time offline in the
wilderness!

Part of John the Baptist’s job was helping people to be
kingdom-ready, and he attracted Jew and Gentile
enquirers, asking what they should do to change. His
answers4 indicate he was totally aware of a society which
was full of material inequality, oppression, abuse of
power, and deceit – sound familiar? But isn’t it significant
that the solution he provided started with individual
change – actual actions that dealt with the problem at its
root: a society full of sinning individuals that each needed
to repent and change course?

Pulling down statues and taking potshots at historical
figures might feel satisfying, but ultimately it’s going to
be superficial if we’re not willing to deal with the present,
and what’s inside us as an individual. No amount of
government legislation, well-meaning slogans or boycott
campaigns can change the human heart; but God can. I

want to suggest five things that might help us on what
might be a necessary personal journey:

1. Attention – Can we find time to listen to those
whose marginalized voices we rarely hear, perhaps
because we’re busy enough dealing with stuff in our own
life, or because they don’t inhabit our ‘bubble’?
Unchecked, ignorance becomes arrogance.

2. Education – We need to know what’s really going
on but not rely on short-term social media soundbites.
Today’s headlines are dominated by real, serious issues in
the US, but what about poverty and disease in the
‘developing’ world, or the plight of persecuted Christians
in many countries? And don’t forget that education
involves understanding what the Bible says on hot button
issues – sometimes, and I’m thinking particularly of
‘woke’ issues of gender and sexuality, we’ll find
ourselves swimming against the tide of society’s opinion
and need to do our homework to uphold to God’s
standards, while at the same time showing love, and …

3. Compassion – If we don’t ultimately care for those
suffering inequality and injustice, then nothing’s going to
change.  Some of us are naturally compassionate, others
will need to request extra divine assistance to enlarge our
hearts.

4. Reflection – If our thoughts, words and actions have
fallen short of God’s standards, then we must repent and
resolve to do better. If we’re absolutely honest, things like
casual, stereotypical racism, sexism and ageism, however
unintentional, are very easy traps to fall into. Perhaps
some have sadly even experienced these things in our
local churches and as systemically problematic norms in
our community’s culture. If that is the case, my brothers
and sisters, this should not be.5

5. Action – James’ epistle is very clear that there has to
be action, not just words.6  His example of caring for
orphans and widows in their distress,7 is just what being

attentively aware means in practice.

So, to answer the original question – yes, as
Christians we should be ‘woke’, but in the things that
God Himself is attentively aware of and wants us to
challenge and change in ourselves, before we try to
change others or society. So then let us not sleep, as
others do, but let us keep awake and be sober.8

References: (1) Merriam-Webster Dictionary
(2) Raven Cras, https://blavity.com/what-does-it-
mean-to-be-woke/what-does-it-mean-to-be-
woke?category1=opinion  (3) Mat. 5:13-14  (4) Luke
3:11-14  (5) Jas. 3:10  (6)  Jas. 2:14-26  (7) Jas. 1:27
(8) 1 Thes. 5:6
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Martin Jones, Hamilton, Canada
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Personal story

God will neither leave me nor fail me
An interview with Lorraine McIlree, Belfast, N.Ireland

Tell us about yourself – when did
you become a Christian, and
when were you baptised and
added to a church of God?
I was brought up in a lovely
Christian home and came to know
the Lord Jesus as my Saviour after
attending children’s meetings for a
week at a church very near my
home. I was just seven years of age
and, although I was young, I still
understood that it was essential to
have a personal experience with the
Lord Jesus.

When I was 15, I went with my best
friend to the Scottish Girls’ Camp at
Auchenfoyle, and it was during that
week that we realised baptism was
necessary for further following in the
disciple pathway. Lydia and I were
baptized shortly after camp, and
added to the Church of God in
Belfast.

During my teenage years, and
becoming a young adult, life was
very good and I was happy at
home.

You’ve been through some
difficult experiences – would you
be willing to tell us about these?
The year I was saved (aged 7), my
father was killed in a road accident,
and although I was heart-broken at
Daddy being no longer with us, I
took great comfort from knowing
that he was already in heaven and
one day there would be a wonderful
reunion! As a family, we were taught
this from very early days.

Two weeks after my 21st birthday, I
met a young Scottish man who was
in Northern Ireland on holiday. We
spent each day of that fortnight in
each other’s company. John and I
met in July 1971; we were engaged
August 1971. He ‘popped the
question’ on day three of our
meeting – it was love at first sight!

We were married on 14th June 1972,
right in the middle of Northern
Ireland’s ‘Troubles’, but life truly
was idyllic. In 1973 the company for
whom John worked transferred him
to the Borders area in Scotland, and
it was there that we were especially
happy; we both had superb jobs,
church life was excellent, albeit
slightly remote from other areas, but
all-in-all we knew that God had led
us there. It was an extremely sad day
in 1974 when a friend came to the
hospital where I worked to tell me
that John had been involved in an
accident, and was no longer alive.
Before I met John he had been
seriously ill (with a duodenal ulcer)
and had undergone several stomach
operations. During the time we were
married he attended hospital on a
regular basis and required lots of
medication. I feel God took him to
be with Himself sooner than we as
humans would ever want, saving him
from further physical suffering.
Those were very difficult days, and it
was a long time before I could pray
or read my Bible without breaking
down. For many weeks the only
scripture I could read was Psalm 23,
which is very special even today. I
came back to Northern Ireland to
live with Mum and my sisters, and
work for the same company where
I’d been first employed on leaving
school. Many years later, I was made
redundant and eventually I found
other employment.

In 2017 I was diagnosed as having
cancer. An operation and
radiotherapy were necessary. Both
were successful and I am very
thankful to God for all His wondrous
mercies.

How have these experiences
affected how you live with God
in the present?
God has worked in my life in such a
way that I have become much less

impetuous than before, I feel more
content in waiting for His timing and
the difficult days are made more
bearable when I take each matter to
Him in prayer. Each experience, (my
father’s sudden death, John’s
accident and my own health issues)
have served to speak to me of God’s
wonderful care and protection.
Many years ago, my dear brother-in-
law (Andy) gave me a lovely poem
by Amy Carmichael, ‘In Acceptance
Lieth Peace’. I feel that truly is the
key – God always knows best, and
when we accept what happens
throughout our lives, then we also
find ‘inner peace’.

Do you have any favourite Bible
verses or passages that you have
relied on over the years?
I have many favourite verses of
scripture, all of which emphasise that
God will never leave or fail me, but
probably because of all that I’ve said
above, I would say Psalm 23 is the
one which I claim as ‘mine’.

What does it mean to you to be
part of a local church of God?
I believe that God has placed me in a
church of God and, like the writer of
my favourite scripture, it is my
prayer to dwell in the house of the
Lord all the days of my life here on
earth.
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Philippines, Davao: During the
month of June, door to door
evangelism was difficult as the
advice for every household was to
keep away from strangers, but I was
still able to develop friendship with
40 people who are online customers
of my wife who started in March as
an online food reseller (since she
was not able to operate as a school
teacher). Every time she had a
customer, I volunteered as the
delivery courier. And every time I
handed over an item, I also gave a
Gospel pamphlet. The next time I
returned, we’d have brief
conversation on spiritual things
resulting in meaningful chats with
fifteen of them. Two of them, Loreta
and Rechelle, received the Saviour.
Some are our fellow believers in the
Body, and I was able to share with
them about God’s house. Liticia was
one who showed interest in this.

By all means save some. (1 Cor.
9:22). I continued personal
evangelism with our neighbours
during compulsory stay at home
days. Someone who showed interest
is Evelyn Asuncion from a Filipino
cult. I explained she must believe
Jesus is the Son of God for Him to

become her Saviour. I encouraged
her to accept Him before she went to
sleep that night. She did. Since then,
she’s joined our weekly cottage
prayers.

What a joy when another three of my
neighbours received Christ: Misal,
Milagros and Mina. Praise God that
at the time of writing, we have
baptized Evelyn along with Ricardo,
a previously unsaved husband of a
lady in the Davao church with whom
I had Bible studies. He repented,
accepted the Saviour, and had been
observing the breaking of bread
before lockdown. They were added
on Sunday 9th August since our local
authority has now allowed us to re-
open church services.

Making the most of your time (Eph.
5:16). Since lockdown, I’ve listened
to the daily 6 am radio news. The
radio anchor-man one day read a text
message from six families stranded
here from a distant place. They asked
for food and milk, being unable to
pay their rent for four months under
Covid conditions. After giving rice,
milk and some money for medicines,
I encouraged them from Mat. 6:25-
31, highlighting the Lord’s command

to not be ‘worried’ and highlighting
also about the birds. While still able
to see birds around, it means God
will not abandon us. The people are
sidewalk vendors, belonging to a
Philippines’ cult, and part Muslim.
Their only request was that God’s
Word was shared with them daily if
possible, which I was very delighted
to do on an alternate day schedule
(which must include others). A few
days ago, ten of them accepted the
Saviour and delightedly received
Bibles, amazed at the truth of John
1:12. Set free in lockdown!
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Mission

No lockdown!
UK, Aberkenfig: At the start of lockdown, we turned to practical
matters, such as offering help to deliver medical prescriptions in
the locality, saving hours for people waiting in a queue. Deliveries

included some notes about our
faith.

We also used Facebook to post
blogs (more than 30 by mid-July)
and evangelical videos (five) plus
many posts for our JAM club kids –
with songs, Bible stories and
activities.

This youth focus is enhanced with a
weekly live online JAM club which
is growing in attendance and will
go some way to replace Summer
Camp.
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Malawi, Mwanakhu: In days to come,
by the grace of God, we may hope to
recognise three adjacent places within
God’s house: Phaloni, Khande and
Chiringa Town. The people there are
mature people, both physically and
spiritually. They already have good
accommodation to meet in and are
supporting themselves financially, with
good prospect for strong elders among
them. Those are the strongest outreaches
we have; each 40 km from the others. In
God’s goodness, the nearby new Church of
God at Mwanakhu is doing well. Teaching
has been given on: being one (John 17:21
Acts 2:41-42); eternal security (John
10:27-29); the church the body of Christ
(all believers, dead or living) and church of
God (those patterned after Acts 2:41-42).

Chididi in Nsanje is also recommended for
planting, as well as Mbenje, where we’ve
been preaching under the tree.
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